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In  the  cases  reported  in  this  series  the  court  has  ap- 
proved the  conclusion  reached,  and  adopted  the  recom- 
mendation made  as  a  correct  disposition  of  the  particular 
case  in  which  the  decision  is  rendered.  They  are  unofficial 
in  the  sense  that  the  court  has  not  necessarily  approved  all 
of  the  propositions  of  law  advanced  as  indicated  either  in 
the  syllabi  or  in  the  opinions  themselves. 


LAW  ESTABLISHING  THE  SUPBEME.COURT  COM- 
MISSION. 


Laws,  1901,  chapter  25,  page  331. 
Complied  Statutes,  1901.  chapter  19,  sections  S2e  to  22k. 


Section  I.  The  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  by  the  unanimous  vote  and  order  of 
the  Judges  of  said  Court,  nine  (9)  Commissioners  of  said 
Court  and  such  stenographers  as  the  Court  may,  from 
time  to  time,  deem  necessary  for  the  aid  of  such  Commis- 
sioners. 

Section  2.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  as  such  Com- 
missioner who  is  not  a  practicing  lawyer  in  good  standing, 
possessing  the  qualifications  required  for  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  and  none  of  said  Com- 
missioners shall  practice  law  while  holding  such  position. 

Section  3.  Each  of  said  Com  mission  era  and  stenogra- 
phers shall  hold  his  position  for  the  period  of  two  years 
from  and  after  his  appointment,  unless  his  appointment  be 
withdrawn  by  the  Supreme  Court  by  the  unanimous  vote 
and  order  of  the  Judges  thereof,  before  the  expiration  of 
said  time. 


Section  6.  All  vacancies  occurring  in  the  position  of 
Commissioners  or  stenographers  therefor,  shall  be  filled  in 
like  manner  as  an  original  appointment. 

Section  7.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  prescribe  by  gen- 
eral rule,  the  mode  of  hearing  and  procedure  before  said 
Commissioners,  as  well  as  the  duties  of  such  Commission- 
ers and  stenographers. 

Section  8*  Whereas,  an  emergency  exists,  this  Act  shall 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  passage  and 
approval. 

Approved  March  19,  1901. 
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Cady  v.  South  Omaha  Nat.  Bank,  46  Neb.,  756,  66  N.  W.  Rep., 

906  839,  840,  845,  846 

Cady  v.  South  Omaha  Nat.  Sank,  49  Neb.,  125.  68  N.  W.  Rep., 

368  846 

Union  Stock  Yards  Nat.  Bank  v.  Campbell,  2  Neb.  (TJnof.),  72. .   846 

Union  Stock  Yards  Bank  v.  Gillespie.  137  U.  S.,  411 846 

Clemmer  v.  Drovers'  Nat.  Bank,  41  N.  E.  Rep.  (111.),  728 846 

:  :   Honoring  Checks. 

McLaughlin  r.  First  Nat.  Bank,  43  N.  W.  Rep.  (Dak.),  715 623 

First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Mason,  95  Pa.  St.,  113 623 

National  Bank  v.  Insurance  Co..  104  U.  S.,  54 623 

Rock    Springs  Nat.  Bank   v.   Luman,  42  Pac.    Rep.    (Wyo.). 

874 623,  624 

Walker  v.  Manhattan  Bank,  25  Fed.  Rep.,  a:  page  265 623 

Morse.  Banks  and  Banking,  sec.  317 633 

Cady  y.  South  Omaha  Nat.  Bank,  46  Neb.,  at  page  764 624 

Duckett  v.  National  Mechanics'  Bank,  86  Md..  400 624 

Goodwin  v.  American  Nat.  Bank,  48  Conn.,  551 624 

Munnerlyn  v.  Augusta  Savings  Bank.  88  Oa.,  333 626 

Freeholders  of  Essex  v.  Newark  Nat.  Bank,  48  N.  J.  Eq.,  61. . . .  625 

State  Nat.  Bank  v.  RelUy.  124  111.,  464 625 

Howard  v.  Bank  of  Owensboro,  80  Ky.,  496 .. 626 

Bills  and  Notes:    Agreement  to  Pat:    Additional  Payment. 

National  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Goble,  51  Neb.,  5 279 

:   Attachment  Before  Maturity. 

Clough  v.  Buck,  6  Neb.,  at  page  348 648 

Gregory  v.  Biggins.  10  Cal.,  340 648 

:    Collection:    Authority:    Principal  and  Agent. 

Chandler  v.  Pyott,  53  Neb.,  786 763,  759 

South  Branch  Lumber  Co.  v.  Lit  tie  John,  31  Neb.,  60G 752 

Richards  v.  Waller.  49  Neb..  639 752,  758 

Greenntan  v.  Swan.  51  Neb.,  81 752,  758 

Campbell  v.  O'Connor,  55  Neb.,  638 752 

Fry  v.  Curtis,  52  Neb.,  406 757 

City  Missionary  Society  y.  Reams,  51  Neb.,  225 757 

Bull  v.  Mitchell,  47  Neb.,  647 758 

Porter  v.  Ourada,  61  Neb.,  610 768 
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Bill*  and  Notes :   Collection  :   Authority:   Principal  and  Agent.       page 

First  Nat.  Bank  of  Omaha  v.  Chllson,  45  Neb.,  26  i 758 

Herbage  ▼.  Moodle,  51  Neb.,  837 753 

Boot  t.  Bast,  58  Neb.,  498.' 85J; 

:    Foboebt:   Checks. 

Tolman  v.  American  Nat.  Bank,  48  Atl.  Rep.  (R.I.),480 320 

Meridian  Nat.  Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank.  7  Ind.  App..  322.,  52 

Am  St  Rep.,  450 221 

Robertson  v.  Coleman,  141  Mass.,  231,  55  Am.  Rep.,  471 221,  224 

Levy  v.  Bank  of  America,  24  La.  Ann.,  a 20.  13  Am.  Rep.,  124. . .  221 
Land  Title  k  Trust  Co.  v.  Northwestern  Nat.  Bank,  196  Fa.  St., 

S30,  50  L.  R.  A..  76,  46  Atl.  Rep..  420 221,  224 

Meridian  Nat.  Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  34  N.  E.  Rep.  (ind.),  688.  224 

Emporia  Nat.  Bank  v.  Shotwell,  35  Kan.,  360 224 

Kohn  v.  Watklns.  26  Kan.,  691 224 

United  States  r.  National  Exchange  Bank,  45  Fed.  Rep.,  163 2424 

Crippen,   Lawrence  A  Co.    v.    American   Nat.    Bank,   51    Mo. 

App.,  508 224 

Forbes  v.  Espy,  21  Ohio  St.,  474 224 

Rogers  v.  Ware,  2  Neb.,  29 225 

First  Nat.  Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers  A  Merchants  Bank, 

56  Neb.,  149  226 

Chicago,  B.  A  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Burns,  61  Neb.,  793 227 

:      INDORSEMENTS:      EsTOPI'EL. 

First  Nat.  Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers  A  Merchants  Bank  of 

Platte  Center,  56  Neb.,  149.  76  N.  W.  Rep.,  430 112 

:    Guaranty:    Purchased  by  Guarantob  at  Tax  Sale:    Lies 

Instead  of  Title, 

Concordia  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Parrotte,  62  Neb.,  629 117 

:    Indorsement  as  Collateral:    Contracts,  Construction  of.    ■ 

ComecUcut  Trust  A  Safe  Deposit  Co.  v.  Fletcher,  61  Neb.,  166, 

85  N.  W.  Rep.,  59 851,  852 

:    Indorsement  Restricted:   Title  of  Indobkeb. 

United  States  Nat.  Bank  v.  Goer,  56  Neb.,  462,  75  N.  W.  Rep., 

1088  114 

:   Note  as  Collateral  fob  New  Indebtedness. 

Helmer  v.  Commercial  Bank,  28  Neb.,  474 288 

Koehler  v.  Dodge,  31  Neb.,  328 28S 

Cropsey  v.  Averiil,  8  Neb.,  151 28S 

:    Note  as  Payment. 

Berry  v.  Griffin,  69  Am.  Dec.  (Md.),  123 283 

:    Note  as  Payment  of  Antecedent  Debt:    Bona  Fides. 

Martin  v.  Johnston,  34  Neb.,  797 28N 

Colebrook,  Collateral  Securities,  sec.  IS  et  teq.  and  notes 288 

Building  and  Loan  Associations:    Contracts:    Instbuitions. 

Randall  r.  National  Building,  Loan  A  Protective  Union,  42 
Neb..  80S,  48  Neb.,  877 899 
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Building  and  Loan  Associations :  Cos  tracts:  Law  Govebnino.  page 
Building  A  Loan  Association  of  Dakota  v.  Bilan.  59  Neb.,  458.  .  464 
Bedford  v.  Eastern  Building  &  Loan  Association,  181  U.  3.,  227, 

88  Fed.  Rep.,  7 *64 

Bennett  v.  Eastern  Building  &  Loan  Association,  17?  Pa.  St., 

233,  3E  Atl.  Rep.,  684 464 

Nickels  t.  People's  Building,  Loan  A  Savings  Association,  93 

Va.,  380,  26  8.  E.Rep.,  8 ■ '. 464 

:    Foreigs  Law:    Pbescmptions  and  Pboof:    Usuby. 

Welton  v.  Atkinson,  65  Neb.,  674 464 

Craven  v.  Bates,  96  Or.,  78,23  8.  E.  Rep.,  202 464 

Webb,  Usury,  sec,  280 464 

Balfour  v.  Davis,  14  Ore.,  47,  12  Pac.  Rep.,  89 464 

Hubbell  v.  Mortiatown  Land  Co.,  95  Tenn.,  685,  32  3.  W.  Rep., 

966  464 

Building  A  Loan  Association  of  Dakota  v.  Bllan,  59  Neb.,  458. .  464. 
Interstate  Savings  A  Loan  Association  v.  Strlne,  58  Neb.,  133. .  -464 
People's  Building,  Loan  A  Savings  Association  v.  Shaffer,  63 

Neb.,  678  465 

:    Judicial  Notice:    Usuby. 

People's  Building,  Loan  A  Savings  Association  v.  Backus,  2 

Neb.  (Unof.),  463 460,  461,  463,  465 

People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v.  Palmer,   2 

Neb.   (Unof.),  460 462,  463 


Accooktiho:   Value  of  Stock. 
People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v.  Gllmore,  1 

Neb.  (Unof.),  181 703 

,     McDowell  v.  Pioneer  Savings  A  Loan  Co.,  2  Neb.  (Unof.),  24. . .  703 

:    Payments,  Application  op,  to  Loan. 

People's  Building,  Loan  A  Savings  Association  v.  Gllmore,  1 
Neb.  (Unof.),  181 26 

Chattel  Mortgages;    Crops  Gbowinq. 

Sims  v.  Jones,  64  Neb.,  769 158 

Polley  v.  Johnson,  62  Kan.,  478,  36  Pac.  Rep.,  8 168  . 

:    Failube  to  File:    Validity:    Notice.  ■ 

Farmers  A  Merchants  Bank  v.  Anthony,  39  Neb.,  343 157,  158 

Spaulding  v.  Johnson,  48  Neb.,  830 157 

Rallsback  v.  Pat  ton,  34  Neb.,  490 158 

:    Fobeclobube:    Issues. 

Meeker  v.  Waldron,  63  Neb.,  689,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  639 867,  870 

Contracts:    Bkeach:    Damages. 

Wlnside  State  Bank  v.  Lound,  62  Neb.,  469 210 

:   :  :   Estoppel. 

Ward  v.  Spelts,  39  Neb.,  809 179 
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Contract*:    Choph.  Future:    Damages,  page 

Blackwood  v.  Cutting  Packing  Co.,  76  CaL,  212 650 

1  Sutherland,  Damages  (2d  od.),  sec.  120 550 

:    Damages:    Foturb  Pbofits. 

Masterton  t.  Mayor  of  Brooklyn,  7  Hill  (N.  T.),  61 548 

Shoemaker  v.  Acker,  48  Pac.  Rep.  (CaL),  62 "548 

Hoy  t.  Grenoble.  34  Pa.  St.,  9 549 

Western  Union  Telegraph,  Co.  v.  Wilhelm,  48  Neb.,  910 649 

Griffin  v.  Colver,  16  N.  Y.,  489 649 

Wittenberg  v.  Hollyneaux,  65  Neb.,  429 549 

Shaw  t.  Hoffman.  25  Mich.,  162 649 

FWtz  v.  Wycoff,  25  Ind.,  321 649 

:    Definition. 

Darr  y.  Mummert,  67  Neo.,  378 161 

:    Illiteracy:    Burden  of  Proof. 

Seldon  v.  Myers.  20  How.  (U.  S.),  606 180 

:    Language  Too  Broad:    Equity  Action. 

Farewell  y.  Coker,  2  Mer.  (Eur.).  353 266 

Hamsden  v.  Hylton,  2  Ves.  (Eng.),  304,  309 .* 266 

Lumley  y.  Wabash  R.  Co.,  76  Fed.  Rep.,  66 266 

Calmelet  y.  Slchl,  54  Neb.,  97 266 

:    Harried  Womes. 

Aultman,  Taylor  &  Co.  y.  Obenneyer,  6  Nob.,  260 143 

Godfrey  y.  Megaban,  38  Neb.,  748 143 

:    Quantum  Meruit:   Contract  as  Evidence. 

Gillies  t.  Manhattan  Beach  Imp.  Co.,  26  N.  T.  Supp.,  381 623 

Keogn  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Elsenberg,  27  N.  Y.  bupp.,  356 623 

Kick  t.  Doerste,  45  Mo.  App.,  134 623 

:    Reciprocal  Pbomikes. 

State  Y.  Holcomb,  46  Neb.,  at  page  615,  65  N.  W.  Rep.,  at  page 
874   : ." 370 

:    Reformation  :   Equity. 

Story,  Equity  Jurisprudence  (13th  ed.),  sec.  164 271 

3  romeroy,  Equity  Jurisprudence,  sec.  1376 271 

:    Signatures:  Negligence:    Estoppel. 

Ward  y.  Spelts,  39  Neb.,  809 181 

State  Ins.  Co.  Y.  Jordan,  29  Neb.,  514..... 181 

:    Validity:    Set-Ofp  and  Counter-claim. 

Gaines  v.  Trengroye,  77  Minn.,  349 687 

Conysnion:    Third  Party,  Liability  or. 

Hill  y.  Campbell  Commission  Co.,  54  Neb.,  59 712 

Corporations:    Foreion,  Action  by:  Complying  with  Statute. 

Schmltt  at  Brother  Co.  t.  Mahoney,  60  Neb..  20. . , 171 
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Corporation*:  Insolvency:  Subscriptions,  Action  fob:  Equity.       page 

Farmers  Loan  ft  Trust  Co.  v.  Funk,  49  Neb.,  353 123 

Gorman  Nat.  Bank  v.  Farmers  ft  Merchants  Bank,  64  Neb.,  593.'  123 

Van  Pelt  v.  Gardner,  54  Neb.,  701 124 

Hastings  v.  Barnd,  56  Neb.,  93 124 

Pickering  v.  Hastings,  66  Neb.,  201 12-1 

:   :   Parties. 

Farmers  Loan  ft  Trust  Co.  v.  Funk,  49  Neb.,  353 327 

German  Nat.  Bank  v.  Farmers  ft  Merchants  Bank,  54  Neb.,  693.  321 

Van  Pelt  v.  Gardner,  64  Neb.,  701 327 

Hastings  v.  Barnd.  EG  Neb.,  93 327 

Pickering  v.  Hastings,  66  Neb.,  201 -• 327 

Dunston  v.  Hoptonic  Co.,  S3  Mich.,  at  page  3S4 328 

Adler  v.  Manufacturing  Co.,  13  Wis.,  67 329 

Clarke  v.  Cold  Springs  Opera  House  Co.,  69  N.  W.  Rep.  (Minn.), 

632  329 

3  Thompson,  Corp  >  atlons,  sec.  3493 329 

:   Plkaihnq  Corporate  Capacity. 

Angel  and  Ames,  Corporations,  sec.  632 ■. 488 

Exchange  Nat.  Bank  v.  Capps,  32  Neb.,  242 489 

Holden  v.  Great  Western  Elevator  Co.,  72  N.  W.  Rep.  (Minn.), 

806    480 

Stanley  v.  Richmond  ft  D.  R.  Co.,  89  N.  Car.,  331 48:+ 

:    Proxy,  Vote  of  Director  by. 

2  Cook,  Corporations  (4th  ed.),  sec.  713a 83. 

3  Thompson,  Corporations,  sec*  3909 837 

Perry  v.  Tuscaloosa  C.  S.  O.  M.  Co.,  9  So.  Rep.  (Ala.),  217 837 

Craig  Medicine  Co.  v.  Merchants'  Bank.  59  Hun  (N.  Y.).  661. . .  837 

:   RarutoAns:    Right  to  Prevent  In.mry:    Isjusctios. 

Truesdale  v.  Jensen,  59  N.  W.  Rep.  (la.),  47 447 

Counties:    Appeal  and  Error:   Notice  of  Appeal. 

Richardson  County  v.  Miles.  14  Neb.,  311 662 


Churchill  y.  Beethe,  48  Neb.,  87 306,  308 

:    Taxation:    School  District  Levy:    Mistake:    Actios  by 

Individual. 

McConnell  v.  Dewey.  6  Neb.,  385 557.  558 

State  ».  Harris.  89  Ind..  363 657,  558,  559 

Moss  Y.  Cummings,  44  Mich..  359 557 

Cooler,  Torts  (2d  ed.),  446 557 

Mechem,  Public  Officers,  sees.  59!.  C72 557 

Bartlett  Y.  Croiler.  17  Johns.  (N.  Y.),  449 557 

Amy  v.  The  Supervisors.  11  Wall.  (U.  &!.  136 567 

Kaynstord  y.  Phelps.  43  Mich..  342 558 

Board  of  Education  ol  Bladen  County  v.  Commissioners  of 

Pladen.  113  N.  Car,.  379.  18  S.  E.  Ron.,  «fil 559 

Strong  v.  Camplell,  11  Barb.  (N.  Y.),  133 559 
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Courts:    Judicial  Notice  Of  Other  Courts.  page 

Tesaler  v.  Englehart  &  Co..  IS  Neb.,  16? 121.  122,  123 

Specklemeyer  v.  Dalley,  23  Neb..  101 121,  123 

JarrUT.  Robinson,  21  Wis.,  523 '.   122 

Shotwell  v.  Harrison,  22  Mich.,  410 122. 

Batcher  v.  Bank,  2  Kan.,  70 122 

2  Black,  Judgments,  Bee.  875 122 

Commonwealth  v.  Blood,  97  Mass.,  538 122 

Gay  t.  Lloyd,  1  G.  Greene  (la.),  78,46  Am.  Dec.,  499 123 

Gunn  v.  Howell,  27  Ala..  663,  62  Am.  Dec.,  7S o 123 

Pelton  v.  I'latner,  13  Ohio,  209 123 

:    Jurisdiction  Retained  After  Acquired. 

Union    Mutual   Life   Ins.   Co.   v.   Chicago   University,   10    BIsb. 

(D.  S.),  191,  6  Fed.  Rep.,  443 II 

Mason  v.  PIggott,  11  111.,  88 11 

Insurance  Co.  v.  Howell,  24  N.  J.  Eq.,  239 11 

Bank  of  Bellows  Falls  v.  Rutland  &  B.  R.  Co.,  28  Vt.,  470 11 

:  :    Property  Riohtb. 

Buck  v,  Colbath.  3  Wall.  (U.  9),  334 11,  12 

Gaylord  v.  Port  Wayne,  M.  &  C.  R.  Co.,  6  Blca.   <U.  S-).  286- 

291,  10  Fed.  Cases,  No.  5,284 11 

Heldrltter  v.  Elizabeth  Oil  Cloth  Co.,  112  U.  S.,  294.  5  Sup.  Ct. 

Rep.,  135   11 

Shields  v.  Coleman,  167  U.  S.,  168,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.,  570 12 

:   Nunc  Pro  Tunc  Oriieb. 

Van  Etten  v.  Test,  49  Neb.,  725 100,  103 

Belkln  v.  Rhodes.  76  Mo.,  643 103 

Gibson  v.  Chouteau's  Heirs,  45  Mo.,  171 103 

Wachsmuth  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co.,  49  Neb.,  690 103 

Damages:     Gains  Prevented,  Recovery  for. 

Wittenberg  v.  Mollyneaux,  59  Neb.,  203,  60  Neb.,  583 343 

Descent  and  Distribution :    Attachment  Lien. 

Foltz  v.  Wert,  103  Ind.,  404 495 

:    TrrL*  Subject  to  Right  of  Administrator. 

Rakes  v.  Brown,  34  Neb.,  304 494 

Divotco:    Alimony,  Awarding:   Rules. 

Zimmerman  v.  Zimmerman,  59  Neb.,  SO 322,  323 

Walton  v.  Walton.  67  Neb.,  102 323 

Tatro  v.  Tatro.  18  Neb.,  395 323 

Smith  v.  Smith,  19  Neb.,  706 323 

Heist  v.  Heist,  48  Neb.,  at  page  798 . .  323 

Wilde  y.  Wilde,  37  Neb.,  898 323 

Ejectment:    Title:   Proof  from  Common  Sovbce. 

Newell,  Ejectment,  boc.  9.  page  379 725 

Barton  ».  Erlckson,  14  Neb.,  1G4 V25 
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Eminent  Domain:    Construction  or  Statute.  pace 

Currier  v.  Marietta  R.  Co.,  11  Ohio  St.,  228 540 

Sharp  v.  Johnson,  4  Hill  (N.  T.),92 640 

Equity:   Jurisdiction:  Adequate  Remedy  at  Law. 

Wellon  v.  Dickson.  38  Neb..  767 891 

Bankers  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Robblns,  53  Neb.,  44 69  i 

Watson  y.  Sutherland,  72  U.  S.,  74 69: 

Boyce  v.  Grundy,  3  Pet.  (U.  S.>.  210 691 

Evidence:   Carlisle  Tabu. 

Sellara  v.  Foster,  27  Neb.,  118 608,  610 

Maxwell's  Practice  In  Justices'  Courts  <7tbed.),439 610 

:    Damages:    Value  of  Decedent's  Estate. 

Chicago  *  N.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Bayfleld,  37  Mich.,  at  page  214 610 

:   Parol:    Consider  at  ion. 

Walker  v.  Haggerdy,  30  Neb.,  120 32 

:    Secondary:    Proof  of  Handwriting. 

Oartrell  v.  Stafford,  12  Neb.,  at  page  646 6K 

:    Signatures. 

Hall  v.  Luther,  13  Wend.  (N.  Y.),  491 67: 

Hamsher  v.  Kline,  57  Pa.  St.,  397 67. 

Miller  v.  Honey,  4  H.  4  J.  (Md.  App.),  241 67. 

Gaston  v.  Mason,  1  N.  J.  Law,  10 67:". 

Allen  v.  Trimble,  4  Bibb  (Ky.),  21 6"i. 

Exceptions,  Bill  of:    Authentication  for  Appeal  and  Error. 

First  Nat.  Bank  of  Greenwood  v.  Cass  County,  47  Neb.,  172,  66 

N.  W.  Rep.,  300 BM 

Martin  v.  Fillmore  County,  44  Neb.,  719,  62  N.  W.  Rep.,  863 904 

Wax  v.  State.  43  Neb.,  18,  61  N.  W.  Rep.,  117 904 

Pelber  v.  Gooding,  47  Neb.,  38,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  39 901 

ChHderson  Y.  Childerson,  47  Neb.,  162,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  281 901 

Romberg  v.  Fokken,  47  Neb.,  198,  66  N.  W.  Rep..  282 90 1 

Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Kinney,  47  Neb.,  at  page  396,  66  N.  W.  Rep., 

449  901 

Sleberllng  v.  Fletcher,  47  Neb.,  847,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  839 90! 

Harris  v.  Barton,  53  Neb.,  568,  74  N.  W.  Rep..  49 901 

Forbes  r.  Morearty,  54  Neb.,  at  page  506,  74  N.  W.  Rep.,  822 904 

Crawford  v.  Smith,  57  Neb.,  503,  77  N.  W.  Rep.,  1078 905 

Execution:    Sales:    Subsequent  Reversal:    Restitution. 

McAusland  v.  Pundt,  1  Neb.,  211 49 

McBaln  v.  McBaln,  16  Ohio  St.,  337 49 

Gott  v.  Powell,  41  Mo.,  at  page  420 49 

Sheldon  v.  Pruessner,  35  Pac.  Rep.  (Kan.).  204 49 

Stroud  y.  Casey,  25  Tex..,  740 49 

Gould  Y.  Sternberg,  128  111.,  510,  21  N.  E.  Rep.,  628 50 
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Executor*  and  Administrators:    Bond  in  Lieu  of  Property,  page 

Buel  t.  Dickey,  9  Nab.,  286 431 

:   Review. 

Edney  t.  Baum.  44  Neb.,  294 174,  175 

Rdney  v.  Baum,  63  Neb.,  116 174,  176 

Edney  v.  Baum,  69  Neb.,  147 174 

Fires:    Damages:    Neu  licence. 
Under  Common  Law: 

Statute  of  6  Anne,  31 804 

Statute  of  12  George  III,  chap.  73 804 

Statute  of  14  George  III,  chap.  78 804 

Fllliter  v.  Phlppard,  11  Q.  B.,  347 804 

Voder  Statutory  Law: 

Calkins  v.  Barger,  44  Barb.  (N.  T.),  424 804 

Clark  v.  Foot,  8  Johns.  (N.  T.),  421 804 

Pahn  v.  Relchart,8  W1b.,  226 804 

Miller  v.  Martin,  16  Mo.,  608 804,  806 

Hanlon  v.  Ingram,  3  la.,  81 804 

Sweeney  t.  Merrill,  38  Kan.,  216 804,  806 

Stuart  v.  Hawley,  22  Barb.  (N.  Y.),  619 806 
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Filed  Novimubk  20,  1901.     No.  10,390. 

CommiBB loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

L.  Judicial  Sales:  Appraisal:  Objections  When  Made.  Objections  to 
an  appraisal  of  real  estate  on  a  judicial  sale  come  too  late  If 
made  only  after  the  sale  has  been  made. 

1.  Tndlctal  Bales:  Copt  or  Apfbaisal:  Pubfose:  Cubical  Detect.  Copy 
of  appraisal  Is  filed  to  nerve  as  a  guide  for  bidders  and  parties 
at  the  sale  and  a  mere  clerical  defect  will  not  vitiate  a  substan- 
tially correct  espy. 

5  W 


2  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Hmory  T.  Bayer. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Phelps  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.     Affirmed. 

Roberts  &  St.  Clair,  for  appellants. 

Puisifer  &  Alexander  and  A.  B.  Go  froth,  contra. 

Hastings,  G. 

The  sole  question  presented  in  this  case  is  upon  an 
objection  to  the  confirmation  of  a  sale,  for  the  reason 
that  "a  true  copy  of  the  appraisal  was  not  filed  prior  to 
the  advertisement  of  the  sale  and  notice,  or  thereafter." 
The  objection  was  filed  April  18,  1898.  The  appraisement 
was  made  September  21,  1897,  and  copy  filed  on  Septem- 
ber 28,  1897,  and  sale  made  November  4,  1897.  Under 
the  rule  of  Hamer  v.  McFeggan,  51  Neb.,  227,  that  objec- 
tions to  the  appraisal  must  be  filed  before  the  sale  to 
be  considered,  this  was  entirely  too  late.  The  objection 
seems  not  well  taken;  the  defects  in  the  copy  do  not 
seem  to  be  material.  They  consist,  first,  in  the  fact  that 
the  certificate  to  the  original  is  made  by  the  sheriff,  the 
certificate  to  the  copy  of  the  appraisal  by  Ms  deputy. 
As  the  law  does  not  require  a  certified  copy,  but  only  a 
copy,  this  objection  seems  not  well  taken. 

It  ia  also  objected  that  the  copy  in  one  place  recites 
the  names  of  the  appraisers,  where  they  are  left  blank  in 
the  original.  This  seems  to  be  true.  The  blank  in  the 
original  is  at  the  place  where  the  sheriff  in  certifying 
that  they  were  sworn  also  sets  out  their  names.  These 
names  are  given  in  the  copy,  but  do  not  appear  in  that 
place  in  the  original.  It  does,  however,  sufficiently  appear 
in  the  original  that  the  appraisers  were  sworn,  and  the 
defect  of  the  copy  seems  not  material. 

It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  order  of  con- 
firmation be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpathick,  GC,  concur. 
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Fnwr  National  Bank  of  Pawnee  City  v.  Henet  W. 
Manning  bt  al. 

Filh>  Novxhbks  20,  1901.    No.  10,396. 

Com  in  Issi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Attachment  and  Garnishment:  Liability  op  Garnishee:  How  aito 
Whm  Fixed.  The  liability  of  a  garnishee  Is  to  be  determined 
by  the  status  of  the  fund  in  his  hands  at  the  time  his  answer 
is  taken,  when  .it  appears  that  at  the  time  of  the  service  of 
notice  of  garnishment,  the  fund  sought  to  be  reached  was  not 
the  subject  or  garnishment,  but  afterward,  and  before  the  taking 
of  then 


from   the  district  court  for   Pawnee  county. 
Tried  below  before  Letton,  J.    Reversed. 

Story  <£  Story,  for  plaiDtiff  in  error. 

F.  A.  Barton,  Lindsay  A  Roper  and  Conley  &  Fulton, 
contra. 

Albert,  G. 

Thin  action  was  brought  by  the  First  National  Bank, 
of  Pawnee  City,  against  Henry  W.  Manning  and  Levi  B. 
Manning.  The  action  was  aided  by  attachment,  and 
Henry  L.  Clark  was  attached  as  garnishee.  Service  was 
bad  on  the  defendants  by  pnblication.  The  garnishee 
answered,  whereupon  the  court  entered  an  order  discharg- 
ing him.  From  that  order  the  plaintiff  prosecutes  error 
to  this  court 

The  order  complained  of  is  based  on  tpecific  findings, 
which  are  as  follows : 

"And  now  on  this  24th  day  of  September,  1898,  this 
cause  came  on  for  further  hearing  upon  the  answer  of  the 
garnishee  and  his  testimony  heretofore  given  in  open  court 
and  the  special  appearance  of  the  defendants  objecting  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  the  court  after  hearing 
the  arguments  of  the  counsel  finds :  First  That  two  no- 
tices of  guarnishment  were  served  on  the  garnishee,  one 
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in  December,  1895,  and  one  in  July,  1898,  and  the  answer 
day  under  the  second  notice  was  September  19,  1898. 
Second.  That  notice  of  the  pendency  of  this  action  was 
had  on  the  defendant  by  publication,  based  on  said  two 
garnishments,  which  publication  was  had  prior  to  August 
20,  1898.  Third.  That  the  said  executors'  accounts  were 
settled  and  an  order  of  distribution  made  to  distribute 
said  estate  to  the  legatees  and  distributees  on  August  20, 
1898,  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  Fourth.  That  all  the  funds  in  the 
hands  of  said  Henry  Clark,  belonging  to  the  defendants 
were  held  as  an  executor  and  not  as  an  individual. 
Fifth.  The  court  therefore  finds  that  the  garnishee  is  not 
liable  in  this  action  the  two  notices  of  garnishment  having 
been  served  on  him  prematurely." 

From  the  foregoing  findings,  it  appears  that  when  the 
notice  in  garnishment  was  served  on  the  garnishee,  there 
were  funds  in  his  hands  as  executor,  eventually  payable 
to  the  defendants ;  that  afterward,  and  Iwfore  the  answer 
was  taken,  he  was  directed,  by  an  order  of  distribution,  to 
pay  said  funds  to  the  defendants.  It  would  further  ap- 
pear from  the  findings,  that  the  garnishee  was  discharged 
on  the  theory  that  the  funds  in  his  hands  were,  at  the 
time  the  notice  was  served,  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  and, 
therefore,  not  subject  to  garnishment.  Sections  221  and 
224  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  so  far  as  material  at 
present,  are  as  follows: 

"Section  221.  "  "  *  He  shall  appear  and  answer 
under  oath  all  the  questions  put  to  him  touching  the 
property  of  every  description  and  credits  of  the  defend- 
ant in  his  possession  or  under  his  control,  and  he  shall 
disclose  truly  the  amount  owing  by  him  to  the  defendant 
whether  due  or  not,  and  in  case  of  a  corporation,  any 
stock  therein  held  by  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  defendant,  at 
or  after  the  service  of  notice." 

"Section  224.  If  the  garnishee  appear  and  answer,  and 
it  is  discovered  on  his  examination,  that  at  or  after  the 
service  of  the  order  of  attachment  and  notice  upon  him, 
he  was  possessed  of  any  property  of  the  defendant,  or  was 
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indebted  to  him,  the  court  may  order  the  delivery  of  such 
property  and  the  payment  of  the  amount  owing  by  the 
garnishee,  into  the  court." 

From  the  foregoing,  it  is  clear  to  our  minds,  that  the 
liability  of  the  garnishee  is  to  be  determined,  not  by  the 
status  of  the  fund  in  his  hands  at  the  time  of  the  service 
of  notice  in  garnishment,  hut  by  its  status  at  the  time  his 
■rawer  was  taken.  As  appears  from  the  finding,  before 
the  answer  of  the  garnishee  was  taken,  the  county  court 
bad  made  an  order  of  distribution  in  the  estate  whence 
the  fund  in  question  came,  and  the  capacity  of  garnishee 
hi  the  premises  had  changed  from  an  official  obligation 
to  a  personal  liability.  Tinder  such  circumstances,  the 
rand  is  subject  to  garnishment  in  his  hands.  Hhinn, 
Attachment  and  Garnishment,  section  506.  And  as  this 
liability  existed  at  the  time  his  answer  was  taken,  the 
wart  erred  in  discharging  him. 

It  would  appear  from  the  record,  that  the  order  quash- 
ing the  service  on  the  defendants  was  based  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  garnishee  was 
not  subject  to  garnishment,  and  that,  therefore,  the  court 
had  acquired  no  jurisdiction  either  over  the  persons  of 
the  defendants,  or  any  property  belonging  to  them.  But, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  court  did  acquire  jurisdiction  over 
the  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  garnishee.  It  follows,  there- 
fore, that  the  order  quashing  the  service  on  the  defend- 
ants was  erroneous. 

We  recommend  that  the  order  discharging  the  gar- 
nishee and  quashing  the  service  on  the  defendants  be  re- 
versed, and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings 
according  to  law. 

Ames  and  Duffik,  CO.,  concur. 

The  order  of  the  district  court  discharging  the  gar- 
nishee and  quashing  the  service  on  the  defendants  is  re- 
versed; and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings 
according  to  law. 

Reversed  and  bbmandbd. 
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Michael  D.  Ryan,  appellee,  v.  Patrick  Donlby,  Im- 
pleaded with  Lineus  W.  Martin  et  al.,  appellants. 
Filed  Novembeb  20,  1001.    No.  10.398. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error;  Stipulation  fob  Sale  or  Pbopebtt  and  Deposit 

or  Monet:  Waives.  A  stipulation  In  an  action  pending  In  a 
district  court  that  the  property  which  la  the  subject  of  the 
controversy  shall  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  deposited  with  the 
clerk  until  It  shall  be  determined  which  party  to  the  action 
la  entitled  to  them,  and  that.  If  the  sale  shall  be  made  before 
the  matter  shall  be  fully  litigated,  the  funds  shall  be  paid  oat 
when  the  court  'shall  have  made  an  order  that  one  or  the  other 
party  la  entitled  to  them,  is  not  effectual  as  a  release  of  errors 
and  a  waiver  of  the  right  of  review  in  this  court.  An  Intent  by 
the  parties  to  bar  themselves  from  the  right  of  access  to  the 
courts  must  be  manifested  by  express  words  or  by  the  strongest 
implication. 

2.  Chattel  Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Injunction:    Execution  bt  Otheb 

Creditors:  Lis  Pendens.  The  pendency  of  an  action  for  the 
foreclosure  of  an  alleged  chattel  mortgage  in  which  a  tempo- 
rary Injunction  has  been  granted  restraining  the  defendant  from 
selling,  consuming  or  disposing  of  the  property  in  controversy 
during  the  pendency  of  the  action,  does  not  withdraw  the  prop- 
erty from  pursuit,  by  general  creditors,  of  the  alleged  mort- 
gagor in  another  court  by  means  of  the  ordinary  procedure  of 
a  suit  at  law,  judgment  and  execution.  In  such  case  the  prop- 
erty la  not  In  the  cuatody  of  the  law,  but  the  principles  applica- 
ble are  those  pertaining  to  the  doctrine  of  li*  pendent. 

3.  Unrecorded  Lease:  Covenants  fob  Mobtsaoe  on  Cbops  Bach  Teas: 

Validity.  A  covenant  In  an  unrecorded  lease  for  the  term  of 
Ave  years  at  an  annual  rental  payable  annually,  to  the  effect 
that  the  leasee  shall  on  the  15th  day  of  June  In  each  year  execute 
to  the  lessor  a  chattel  mortgage  on  the  growing  crops,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  rent  for  that  year,  la  void  as  to  the 
creditors  of  the  lessee. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saunders  county. 
Tried  below  before  Shdqwiok,  J.  Reversed  urith  judg- 
ment. 

Burr  d  Burr  and  V.  L.  Eawthorne,  for  appellants. 

John  E.  Barry,  contra. 
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Ames,  C. 

In  1895  the  plaintiff  and  appellee,  Ryan,  being  the 
owner  of  a  farm  in  Saunders  county,  executed  a  lease 
thereof  to  one  Patrick  Donley,  for  the  term  of  five  years 
beginning  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1896,  reserving  an 
annual  rent  of  $440  payable  on  the  first  day  of  January. 
It  was  covenanted  in  the  lease  that  if  the  average  yield  of 
crops  of  all  kinds  in  any  one  year,  should  be  less  than 
twenty  bushels  to  the  acre,  the  lessor  should  accept  one- 
half  the  same,  in  lieu  of  the  cash  rent  reserved  for  that 
year,  but  that  the  leasee  should  "execute  a  promissory 
note  of  $440,  on  June  15  of  each  year  during  the  term 
of  his  lease,  for  the  payment  of  the  rent  for  such  year, 
said  note  to  be  secured  by  chattel  mortgage  on  all  the 
crops  to  be  raised  on  said  premises  for  such  year." 

Donley  went  into  possession  under  the  lease,  which 
was  not  filed  for  record,  but  in  1897  refused  to  execute 
the  note  and  mortgage  provided  for  in  the  above  recited 
covenant,  and  on  the  31st  day  of  July  in  that  year  Ryan 
began  this  action,  alleging  the  breach  of  the  covenant, 
and  the  insolvency  of  Donley,  and  that  the  latter  was 
threatening  and  about  to  sell,  dispose  of  and  consume  the 
growing  crops,  and  by  so  doing  defeat  the  plaintiff  of 
bis  rent  for  that  year,  and  that  the  average  yield  of  the 
crops  for  that  year  would  exceed  twenty  bushels  per  acre. 
The  petition  prayed  for  an  injunction  restraining  the 
defendant  from  selling,  incumbering  or  consuming  the 
crops  or  any  of  them,  and  that  the  plaintiff  be  decreed 
to  have  a  mortgage  on  the  same  for  the  sum  of  $440,  as 
of  date  June  15, 1897,  and  that  the  mortgage  be  foreclosed 
and  the  property  sold  thereunder  and  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale  or  so  much  thereof  as  should  be  necessary,  applied 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  alleged  indebtedness  and  costs 
of  suit.  A  temporary  injunction  was  allowed  as  prayed 
and  the  order  therefor  filed  with  the  papers  in  the  case, 
but  no  service  thereof  or  of  the  summons  is  disclosed  by 
the  transcript,  and  it  does  not  appear  therefrom  when  ac- 
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taal  knowledge  thereof  first  came  to  the  defendant  or  to 
the  subsequent  parties  to  the  case.  On  the  13th  day  of 
December,  Donley  confessed  a  judgment  in  the  coanty 
court  in  favor  of  the  appellant,  Lelir,  for  the  sum  of  9381.- 
30  and  costs  of  suit  and  on  the  same  day  an  execution 
thereon  was  issued  to  the  appellant,  Martin,  as  constable, 
and  by  him  levied  on  a  quantity  of  grain  raised  on  the 
premises  in  that  year,  and  claimed  to  be  subject  to  the 
alleged  lien  of  the  plaintiff's  lease.  On  the  16th  day  of 
December  the  plaintiff  filed  a  supplemental  petition  join- 
ing Lehr  and  Martin  with  Donley  as  defendants  thereto, 
and  setting  forth  the  judgment,  execution  and  levy,  and 
alleging  that  all  of  such  proceedings  were  had  with  knowl- 
edge by  all  the  parties  thereto  of  the  pendency  of  the 
plaintiff's  action,  and  of  the  injunction  therein  and  in  con- 
tempt thereof,  and  of  the  court,  and  were  void,  and  pray- 
ing an  additional  injunction  restraining  Lehr  and  Mar- 
tin from  selling  or  removing  the  property  or  any  of  it 
under  the  levy.  An  additional  temporary  injunction  was 
granted  as  prayed.  A  motion  to  dissolve  this  latter  tem- 
porary injunction  waa  made  by  Lehr  and  Martin,  and 
overruled.  Then  they  filed  a  general  demurrer  to  the 
supplemental  petition,  which  was  also  overruled,  where- 
upon they  filed  an  answer  thereto  admitting  the  judgment, 
execution  and  levy  and  the  existence  of  the  lease,  and 
denying  every  other  allegation  therein  contained.  The 
plaintiff  filed  a  reply,  but  it  contains  no  new  matter  call- 
ing for  consideration  by  the  court.  Donley  entered  an 
appearance,  but  did  not  answer  either  of  the  plaintiff's 
pleadings  or  otherwise  participate  in  the  defense.  On 
the  11th  day  of  January,  1898,  the  plaintiff  and  Lehr  made 
.!  stipulation  to  the  effect  that  the  latter  should  haul  the 
grain  to  market  and  sell  it  and  receive  a  certain  compen- 
sation from  the  proceeds  for  his  service  in  so  doing,  and 
that  the  residue  of  such  .proceeds  should  be  "deposited 
with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  until  it  is  determined 
which  party — the  said  Lehr  and  Martin  or  Ryan — is  en- 
titled to  hold  the  property  so  levied  upon  in  favor  of  Lehr 
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by  the  constable  Martin,  and  when  the  court  shall  have 
made  an  order  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties,  viz., 
Lehr  or  Ryan,  is  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
said  property,  in  the  event  of  the  sale  of  the  same  before 
the  matter  is  fully  litigated,  then  the  clerk  shall  pay  the 
same  according  to  the  order  of  said  court."  The  property 
wan  accordingly  sold,  and  the  proceeds,  amounting  to 
1174.95,  deposited  with  the  clerk  pursuant  to  the  stipula- 
tion, and  out  of  it  Lehr  was  paid  $27,  his  compensation 
for  making  the  Bale.  At  the  May,  1899,  term,  Donley 
was  adjudged  in  default  for  want  of  answer,  and  after  a 
trial  without  a  jury,  the  court  entered  a  judgment  up- 
holding the  lease  as  a  valid  lien  by  way  of  mortgage  upon 
the  property  in  controversy,  for  the  sum  of  f  440  and  in- 
terest, adjudging  the  execution  levy  to  be  void,  aa  in 
violation  of  the  injunction  of  which  the  judgment  creditor 
and  constable  were  found  to  have  had  notice,  and  making 
the  temporary  injunction  perpetual,  and  directing  that  the 
money,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  property,  then  in 
the  hands  of  the  clerk,  be  applied  first,  to  the  payment  of 
the  costs  of  the  suit;  second,  the  payment  of  $27  compen- 
sation to  Lehr  for  selling  the  property  pursuant  to  the 
stipulation;  and  third,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  plaintiff's 
lien,  tie  surplus  if  any,  to  be  retained  by  the  clerk  sub- 
ject to  the  further  orders  of  the  court. 

The  circumstances  are  such  that  it  will  be  convenient 
to  begin  with  the  discussion  of  the  contentions  of  the  ap- 
pellee, plaintiff'  below.  He  insists  first,  that  the  above 
recited  stipulation  providing  that  the  property  should 
he  sold  and  the  proceeds  disposed  of  as  the  court  should 
order,  amounted  to  a  release  of  errors  and  waiver  of  the 
right  of  appeal,  and  submitted  the  matter  finally  to  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court  There  is  no  such  expressed 
agreement  in  the  instrument,  and  in  its  absence  an  intent 
by  a  litigant  to  bar  himself  of  the  right  of  access  to  the 
courts  should  only  be  made  out  by  the  strongest  implica- 
tion. Such  an  inference  cannot  in  our  opinion  be  drawn 
from  a  stipulation  requiring  the  money  to  remain  in  the 
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hands  of  the  clerk  until  it  1b  determined  which  party  is 
entitled  to  it  and  expressly  contemplating  that  the  mat- 
ters in  controversy  shall  be  "fully  litigated."  In  our  opin- 
ion the  stipulation  contemplates  a  final  determination  of 
the  suit  after  it  has  been  fully  litigated,  which  includes 
the  right  to  litigate  in  this  court  if  either  >arty  desires  to 
do  so. 

A  more  important  matter  of  dispute  in  the  case  may  be 
conveniently  stated  in  the  form  of  the  following  inquiry: 
May  A,  by  beginning  a  suit  against  B,  for  the  enforce- 
ment by  foreclosure  and  sale  of  a  real  or  pretended  lien 
upon  the  property  of  the  latter,  and  procuring  a  tempo- 
rary injunction  restraining  the  sale  or  disposition  of  it  by 
him  during  the  pendency  of  the  action,  withdraw  it  fnom 
the  reach  of  the  general  creditors  of  B,  having  notice  of 
suit  and  of  the  existence  of  the  injunction,  so  that  they 
may  not  resort  to  another  court  and  pursue  it,  and  ap- 
propriate it  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  claims  by  means  of 
the  ordinary  procedure  of  an  action  at  law,  judgment  and 
execution? 

There  are  three  classes  of  cases  in  which  decisions  have 
been  made  upon  somewhat  Bimilar  questions.  Most*  of 
these  eases  have  arisen  out  of  real  or  seeming  connections 
between  the  federal  and  state  courts,  but  the  fact  that  in 
such  cases  the  courts  owe  their  origin  and  jurisdiction  to 
the  federal  and  state  governments  respectively,  does  not 
affect  in  any  way  or  degree  the  principles  involved  in  the 
decisions.  The  first  is  when  the  defendant,  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  suit,  resorts  to  another  court  for  the  purpose 
of  restraining  its  prosecution,  or  compelling  the  cancel- 
lation of  the  instrument  sued  upon,  or  of  obtaining  a 
decree  adjudging  it  fraudulent  and  void,  and  the  like.  It 
is  universally  held  that  this  course  cannot  be  permitted 
because  the  court  first  acquiring  jurisdiction  of  the  par- 
ties and  of  the  controversy  is  entitled  to  retain  the  cause 
and  pursue  it  to  a  final  judgment  and  execution  or  other 
disposition,  without  interference  from  any  other  court  of 
co-ordinate  or  inferior  jurisdiction,  and  that  to  permit  the 
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practice  in  question  would  be,  in  effect,  to  allow  the  de- 
fendant to  make  Mb  defense  in  another  tribunal  than  that 
in  which  the  first  suit  is  pending,  and  thus  defeat  the  juris 
diction  of  the  latter  court  Belonging  to  this  class  are 
the  cases  of  Union  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co.  v.  Chicago 
University,  10  Biss.  [U.  S.],  191,  6  Fed.  Rep.,  443;  Mason 
v.  Piggott,  11  111.,  88;  Insurance  Go.  v.  Howell,  24  N.  J. 
Eq.,  239;  The  Bank  of  Bellows  Falls  v.  The  Rutland  & 
B.  R.  Co.,  28  Vt,  470,  and  many  others  that  might  be 
cited.  In  fact  the  principle  is  so  obvious  that  authorities 
in  its  support  ought  not  to  be  required. 

There  is  another  class  of  cases  in  which  a  court  of  com- 
petent jurisdiction  has  actually  taken  possession  of  the 
property  which  is  the  subject  of  the  action  for  the  purpose 
of  applying  it  or  disposing  of  it,  or  adjudging  the  pos- 
session of  it,  in  such  manner  as  the  rights  of  the  parties 
litigant  in  an  action  before  it  may  require;  or  when  the 
property  has  been  seized  upon,  process  issuing  out  of  the 
court  or  taken  into  custody  by  a  receiver  appointed  in  the 
action,  and  some  person  not  a  party  to  the  suit,  but  as- 
serting some  claim  or  demand  against  the  defendant 
therein,  or  some  lien  or  charge  upon  the  property,  or  both, 
resorts  to  another  court  of  co-ordinate  jurisdiction,  and  by 
means  of  process  issued  out  of  the  latter,  seeks  to  dis- 
possess the  court,  and  its  officers,  in  which  the  first  action 
was  begun  and  is  pending.  It  is  universally  held  that  this 
practice  cannot  be  tolerated,  because  it  would  lead  to 
breaches  of  the  peace  and  unseemly  contests  between  the 
different  courts  and  their  officers,  and  result  In  endless 
complications  and  inextricable  confusion.  Belonging  to 
this  class  are  Buck  v.  Cotbath,  3  Wall.  [U.  S.],  334;  Gay- 
lord  v.  The  Fort  Wayne,  M.  &  C.  R.  Co.,  6  Biss.  [U.  S.], 
286-291, 10  Federal  Cases  No.  5,284 ;  Heidritter  v.  Elizabeth 
Oilcloth  Co.,  112  U.  S.,  294,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.,  135.  But  in 
cases  of  this  class  it  is  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  a 
claim  of  priority  in  behalf  of  the  court  whose  jurisdiction 
is  alleged  to  have  been  first  invoked,  that  there  should  have 
been  an  actual  or  constructive  seizure  of  the  property,  or 
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that  a  receiver  with  authority  to  take  possession  of  it, 
should  hare  been  actually  appointed  or  that  an  applica- 
tion for  his  appointment  should  be  pending  at  the  time  of 
the  commission  of  the  alleged  wrong  complained  of,  al- 
though he  may  not  have  been  actually  appointed  or  quali- 
fied, by  giving  a  required  bond,  until  afterwards,  ffltields 
v.  Coleman,  157  U.  S.,  168,  15  Sap.  Ct.  Rep.,  570.  "Of 
course,"  says  Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  in  the  case  last  cited, 
"the  question  can  fairly  arise  only  in  a  case  in  which 
process  has  been  served,  and  in  which  the  express  object 
»if  the  bill,  or  at  least  one  express  object,  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver,  and  where  possession  by  such  officer  is 
necessary  for  full  accomplishment  of  the  other  purposes 
named  therein."  And  in  Buck  v.  Colbath,  xupra,  a  lead- 
ing case  upon  the  subject,  Mr.  Justice  Miller  takes  occa- 
sion to  say,  "It  is  only  while  the  property  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  court,  either  actively  or  constructively,  that  the 
court  is  bound  or  professes  to  protect  that  possession 
from  the  process  of  other  courts.  Whenever  the  litigation 
iB  ended,  or  the  possession  of  the  officer  or  court  is  dis- 
charged, other  courts  are  at  liberty  to  deal  with  it  ac- 
cording to  the  rights  of  the  parties  before  them,  whether 
those  rights  require  them  to  take  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty or  not"  And  again,  "It  is  not  true  that  a  court  hav- 
ing obtained  jurisdiction  of  a  subject-matter  of  a  suit,  and 
of  parties  liefore  it,  thereby  excludes  all  other  courts  from 
the  right  to  adjudicate  upon  other  matters  having  a  very 
close  connection  with  those  before  the  first  court,  and,  in 
some  instances,  requiring  the  decision  of  the  same  ques- 
tions exactly.  In  examining  into  the  exclusive  character 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  such  eases,  we  must  have  regard  to 
the  nature  of  the  remedies,  the  character  of  the  relief 
sought,  and  the  identity  of  the  parties  in  the  different 
suits." 

In  all  the  above  cited  cases,  and  in  all  others  of  the  same 
character,  the  only  question  involved  is  that  of  juris- 
diction. The  court  first  acquiring  possession  of  the  con- 
troversy and  of  the  property,  deprives  every  other  court  of 
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whatever  jurisdiction  in  the  premises  it  might  otherwise 
have  had. 

The  third  class  of  cases,  is  that  to  which  the  case  at  bar 
belongs,  in  which  an  action  is  pending  to  enforce  a  lien 
or  to  adjudicate  a  title,  bnt  in  which  the  court  has  ac- 
quired, and  is  seeking  to  acquire,  no  possession  of  the 
property  actual  or  constructive,  and  in  which  such  pos- 
session is  not  requisite  to  the  determination  of  the  con- 
troversy before  it,  and  no  attempt  is  made  to  withdraw 
that  controversy  to  another  tribunal.  To  such  cases  the 
principles  of  the  doctrine  of  Ha  pendens,  and  not  those 
above  discussed  are  applicable,  and  persons  not  parties 
to  the  suit  may  or  may  not  be  bound  by  the  result  of  the 
litigation,  as  circumstances  and  subsequent  events  shall 
disclose.  A  person  who  claims  under  or  in  subordination 
to  one  of  the  parties  with  notice  of  the  suit,  and  one  who 
purchases  from  one  of  them,  after  suit  brought,  whether 
with  notice  or  not,  is  bound  by  the  judgment.  But  a  per- 
son who  claims  by  title  paramount  to  that  in  litigation  or 
in  hostility  or  adversely  to  the  title  of  the  lienor  or  mort- 
gagor, cannot  properly  be  made  a  party,  and  his  rights 
cannot,  without  his  consent,  be  adjudicated  in  the  action. 
If  in  the  case  at  bar  the  lease  was,  as  between  the  parties, 
effectual  as  a  mortgage,  but  the  mortgagor  had  had  no 
title  to  the  property  in  controversy,  the  pendency  of  the 
foreclosure  suit  could  not  have  prevented  the  true  owner 
from  asserting  his  ownership  and  right  of  possession, 
either  peaceably  or  by  means  of  the  writ  of  replevin.  If 
the  mortgaged  property  had  been  lands,  the  pendency  of 
the  foreclosure  suit  would  not  have  barred  the  true  own- 
er's right  of  entry,  or  have  prevented  him  from  obtaining 
an  adjudication  of  his  title  and  possession  of  the  premises 
by  ejectment  One  having  a  prior  and  superior  lien  would 
not  have  been  estopped  from  resorting  to  another 
court  for  its  enforcement  by  foreclosure  and  a  sale 
of  the  premises.  In  either  case  the  first  action  in 
foreclosure  would  have  proceeded  to  judgment,  order  of 
sale  and  sale  without  obstruction  or  delay.    The  rights  of 
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the  parties  before  the  court  would  have  been  ascertained 
and  determined  by  its  judgment,  and  tbe  purchaser  would 
have  been  left  to  try  conclusions,  if  he  chose  so  to  do,  with 
the  person  who,  by  any  of  the  means  aforesaid,  had  come 
into  possession  of  the  property,  because  neither  of  these 
persons  would,  as  against  the  other,  have  been  bound  by 
either  of  the  former  adjudications  to  neither  of  which 
were  both  of  them  parties. 

Now,  if,  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  alleged  mortgage  was 
void  as  to  the  creditors  of  Donley,  the  plaintiff  in  error, 
Lehr,  being  a  judgment  and  execution  creditor,  stood  in 
an  attitude  similar  to  that  of  one  claiming  by  title  para- 
mount, or  of  the  true  owner  of  the  property  in  contro- 
versy, or  of  one  having  a  superior  lien.  If  this  were  not 
so  a  suit  to  foreclose  a  simulated  lien  and  an  injunction 
such  as  that  granted  at  the  beginning  of  this  action,  would 
be  instruments  both  convenient  and  potent  for  hindering, 
delaying  and  defrauding  creditors.  The  injunction  was 
within  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  grant,  and  during 
its  existence  not  only  was  Donley  prohibited  from  selling 
the  property,  but  a  purchaser  from  him  would,  in  any 
event,  have  taken  the  property  subject  to  the  final  adjudi- 
cation in  the  case  and,  if  he  purchased  with  actual  or  con- 
structive notice  of  the  order,  he  would  nave  been  punish- 
able for  contempt.  But  a  purchaser  at  execution  sale 
could  have  availed  himself  of  the  rights  of  the  judgment 
creditor,  and  if  the  alleged  mortgage  was  void  as  to  one, 
it  would  have  been  void  as  to  the  other  also,  and  an  adju- 
dication in  an  action  to  which  neither  was  a  party  could 
not  have  validated  it.  Neither  the  pendency  of  the  fore- 
closure suit,  nor  the  injunction,  nor  both,  deprived  Lehr 
of  the  right  of  pursuing  his  claim  against  Donley  to  judg- 
ment and  execution,  nor  the  latter  of  his  statutory  right 
to  confess  the  judgment.  That  the  lease  which  had  never 
been  made  of  record  was,  as  against  the  lessee's  creditors, 
void  as  respects  the  covenant  to  execute  mortgages  upon 
property  not  then  in  being,  has  been  too  frequently  and 
too  recently  held  by  this  court  to  require  repetition. 
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It  follows  from  the  foregoing  that  bat  for  the  stipula- 
tion, the  prayer  in  the  answer  of  the  appellants,  Lehr  and 
Martin,  to  be  dismissed  ont  of  the  case  with  their  costs, 
should  have  been  granted,  and  that  the  judgment  should 
hare  assumed  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  appellee  and 
Donley,  as  between  themselves  only.  The  stipulation, 
however,  submitted  the  rights  of  all  the  parties  for  final 
adjudication  in  this  action,  an  act  which  it  was  competent 
for  the  parties  to  do. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  reversed  and  vacated,  and  that  a  judgment 
be  entered  in  this  court,  that  the  appellant,  Lehr,  has  a 
first  lien  upon  the  funds  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  (less  the  sum  of  |27  paid  him  as  his 
compensation  for  selling  the  property  in  controversy  as 
provided  by  the  stipulation  in  the  record),  for  the  amount 
of  the  judgment  pleaded  in  his  answer,  with  interest  and 
costs,  and  that  the  appellee,  Ryan,  has  a  second  lien  on 
said  funds  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
and  interest,  from  the  first  day  of  January,  1898,  and  that 
the  said  clerk  of  the  district  court  be  ordered  to  apply 
said  funds  first,  to  the  payment  of  said  lien  of  the  appel- 
lant, Lehr,  and  the  residue,  if  any,  towards  the  payment 
of  the  said  lien  of  the  appellee,  Ryan. 

Dupfie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  coart  in  this  cause  is  re- 
versed and  vacated,  and  a  judgment  entered  in  this  court 
that  the  appellant,  Lehr,  have  a  first  lien  upon  the  funds 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  (less 
the  sum  of  $27  paid  him  as  compensation  for  selling  the 
property  in  controversy  as  provided  by  the  stipulations 
in  the  record)  for  the  amount  of  the  judgment  pleaded  in 
bis  answer  with  interest  and  costs ;  and  that  the  appellee, 
Ryan,  have  a  second  lien  on  said  funds  for  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  interest  from  the  first  day 
of  January,  1898,  and  that  said  clerk  of  the  district  court 
be  ordered  to  apply  said  funds  first  to  the  payment  of  the 
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costs  of  this  action,  second  to  the  payment  of  said  lien  of 
the  appellant,  Lehr,  and  the  residue,  if  any,  towards  the 
payment  of  the  said  lien  of  the  appellee,  Ryan. 

Revebsed  with  judgment. 

Note. — On  motion,  a.  rehearing  In  toe  above  case  was  allowed,  and 
on  July  3,  1903,  an  opinion  on  rehearing  was  Sled,  written  by  Durwnt, 
C,  in  which  the  above  Judgment  was  vacated  and  the  judgment  ap- 
pealed from  affirmed.     This  opinion  Is  reported  in  Neb.,  , 

96  N.  W.  Rep.,  234.— Repobtbb. 


S.  W.  Storm  v.  D.  A.  Holmes. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,425. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Estoppel  to  Complain.  A  party  will  not  be 
heard  to  complain  of  the  action  of  the  trial  court,  when  the 
action  complained  of  was  at  his  Instance. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:  Joint  Petition  in  Ehbob:  Effect.  Where  two 
or  more  parties  Join  in  a  petition  In  error.  If  the  judgment  Is 
right  as  to  one,  it  must  be  affirmed  as  to  alL 

Errob  front  the  district  court  for  Madison  county. 
Tried  below  before  Robinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

Geo.  A.  Latimer,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Powers  &  Hays,  contra. 

Albert,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  by  S.  W.  Storm,  against  D.  A. 
Holmes,  in  the  district  court  for  Madison  county,  to  re- 
cover on  a  state  of  facts,  which  it  is  not  necessary  at  this 
time  to  repeat  By  agreement  the  matters  in  difference 
were  submitted  to  arbitration.  The  arbitrators  found  in 
favor  of  the  defendant,  and  reported  accordingly.  After- 
ward a  petition  was  filed,  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  to  set 
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aside  the  report  of  the  arbitrators  and  for  a  new  trial  of 
the  cause.  Thereupon,  the  plaintiff,  in  Ms  own  proper 
person,  informed  the  court  that  the  motion  to  set  aside  the 
findings  of  the  arbitrators  had  been  made  without  his 
knowledge,  consent  or  approval,  that  he  was  satisfied  with 
their  award,  that  he  wanted  no  further  trouble  or  expense 
made  in  the  premises,  and  asked  the  court  to  end  the  liti- 
gation, either  by  dismissal  of  the  cause,  or  an  affirmance 
of  the  award  of  the  arbitrators.  Thereupon,  George  A. 
Latimer,  who  appears  to  have  acted  as  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff  in  the  case,  made  a  showing  to  the  court,  that  he 
had  previously  filed  a  notice  of  an  attorney's  lien,  "upon 
the  papers  in  the  case  and  for  50  per  cent,  of  any  judgment 
that  might  be  recovered  in  the  case,  and  that  the  same 
was  on  file  before  any  instrument  attempting  to  dismiss 
the  plaintifPB  said  action  was  filed  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant by  the  defendant  attorney  in  this  case"  and  asked 
that  his  rights  in  the  premises  should  be  protected.  He 
also  filed  a  motion  asking  that  he  be  substituted  as  part; 
plaintiff  in  the  action.  The  court  overruled  the  motions 
of  the  attorney  and  dismissed  the  petition  for  setting  aside 
the  award  of  the  arbitrators,  and  affirmed  said  award. 
The  case  is  brought  here  on  error. 

The  petition  in  error,  on  its  face,  purports  to  be  that  of 
the  plaintiff  below.  In  the  petition  8.  W.  Storm  is  de- 
scribed as  plaintiff  in  error.  It  begins  with  the  usual 
formula,  "The  plaintiff  complains  of  the  defendant";  it 
is  signed  S.  W.  Storm,  plaintiff,  and  George  A.  Latimer, 
intervener.  As  appears  from  the  foregoing  statement, 
the  action  of  the  court  complained  of  was  at  the  instance 
of  the  plaintiff,  so  that  he  is  in  no  position  to  complain  in 
this  court.  So  far  as  Latimer  is  concerned,  should  it  be 
held  that  he  is  party  to  these  proceedings,  he  has  joined 
with  the  plaintiff  in  the  assignments  of  error,  so  that  he 
must  stand  or  fall  with  the  plaintiff.  As  we  have  seen, 
the  plaintiff  has  no  standing  in  this  court;  it  follows  that 
Latimer  can  have  none.  Eickhoff  v.  Eikenbary,  62  Neb., 
832. 

• 
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We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CC,  concur. 


Clement,  Bane  &  Company,  appellee,  v.  Charles  Ko- 
pietz  et  at-,  appellants,  impleaded  with  allen 
bb03.  et  al.,  appellee8. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,428. 
GommlBsloner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Exemption  of  Homestead  from  Execution.  In  order  that  property 
may  be  exempt  from  execution  sale  as  a  homestead,  tt  must 
either  be  occupied  by  the  debtor,  or  there  must  be  a  bona  fide 
Intention  to  occupy  the  property  as  such  at  some  future  time. 

t.  Homestead:  Exemption:  Occupation:  Evidence.  Evidence  exam- 
ined and  held  to  show  neither  a  bona  fide  occupation  of  the  prem- 
ises as  a  homestead,  nor  an  intention  to  oo  occupy  the  premises 
at  any  future  time. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Stanton  county. 
Tried  below  before  Evans,  J.  Affirmed. 

McNish  &  Olcson,  for  appellants. 

Geo.  L.  Lootnis,  contra. 

KlEKPATBICK,  C. 

This  is  a  suit  in  the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill  brought 
by  Clement,  Bane  &  Co.,  against  Charles  Kopietz  and 
Mngdnleiia  Kopietz,  and  a  large  number  of  the  creditors 
of  the  defendants  named,  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  cer- 
tain land  made  by  Charles  Kopietz  through  a  trustee  to 
his  wife,  Magdalena  Kopietz.  The  facts,  briefly  stated,  are 
as  follows:  Charles  Kopietz,  on  the  16th  day  of  December, 
1895.  and  for  about  a  year  prior  thereto,  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  the  village  of  Dodge,  Dodge 
county,  Nebraska.  He  was  indebted  to  a  large  number 
of  creditors,  and  about  the  18th  day  of  December,  1896, 
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numerous  suits  were  brought  against  him  in  the  county 
court  of  Dodge  county,  and  certain  attachments  were 
tamed  and  levied  upon  his  stock  of  goods.  Transcripts  of 
these  judgments  were  Sled  in  the  district  conrt  of  Stanton 
county  on  Deccentber  19,  1895.  On  the  same  day  certain 
attachments  were  levied  upon  the  land  in  controversy, 
and,  on  the  20th,  executions,  which  had  been  issued  upon 
the  transcripted  judgments,  were  also  levied  upon  the 
land. 

The  testimony  disclosed  that  on  December  7th,  Kopietz 
had  executed  a  deed  of  land  to  one  Frank  Cerney,  who  on 
the  same  day  reconveyed  it  to  Magdalena  Kopietz,  both  of 
which  deeds  were  made  without  consideration.  These 
deeds  were  not  recorded  until  December  18.  It  appears 
thatKopietjs  purchased  this  land  in  1891,  some  two  or  three 
years  before  he  came  to  Nebraska;  that  he  afterwards 
broke  up  a  portion  of  it,  and  built  a  small  house  on  the 
land,  and  that  during  the  year  of  1895,  it  was  being  farmed 
by  one  Joseph  Berdicka,  who  was  employed  by  Kopietz, 
and  who,  with  his  wife  and  five  children,  resided  in  the 
house  on  the  land  in  controversy.  Kopietz  and  bis  wife  tes- 
tified that  on  the  16th  day  of  December,  Mrs.  Kopietz,  to- 
gether with  two  of  her  children,  left  the  village  of  Dodge 
by  rail  to  go  to  this  land  for  the  purpose,  as  they  say,  of 
holding  it  as  a  homestead.  Mrs.  Kopietz  and  the  hired 
man  each  testify  that  she  stayed  all  night  at  the  village 
near  the  land,  and  came  out  to  the  land  on  the  17th  day 
of  December;  that  she  brought  a  bed  and  stove  and  cer- 
tain chairs,  and  that  she  with  the  two  children  resided 
there  until  March  following,  having  been  absent  occa- 
sionally. Appellees  claim,  and  there  is  some  testimony 
tending  to  support  their  contention,  that  she  did  not 
reach  the  place  until  the  19th  day  of  December,  after  the 
sheriff  had  levied  the  attachments,  which  was  done  in  the 
forenoon  of  December  19th,  but  before  he  levied  the  ex- 
ecutions on  the  20th.  All  of  the  creditors  who  were  de- 
fendants filed  answers  and  cross-petitions,  setting  up  their 
judgments  or  attachments,  and   all  asked  to  have  the 
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transfer  from  Kopietz  to  his  wife  set  aside,  so  that  the 
property  might  be  sold  upon  execution. 

The  only  question  involved  is  whether  the  property  in 
question,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  acres  in  Stan- 
ton county,  was  exempt  from  sale  as  a  homestead.  It 
seems  very  clearly  established  by  the  evidence  that  Ko- 
pietz  and  his  wife  never  in  good  faith  resided  upon  the 
premises,  and  that  the  presence  there  of  Mrs.  Kopietz  and 
the  two  children  from  December  17,  till  the  following 
March  was  temporary  in  its  nature,  and  was  simply  an 
attempt  to  prevent  the  property  from  being  sold  upon 
execution.  The  court  so  found,  and  we  can  not  but  say 
that  the  finding  is  fully  supported  by  the  evidence.  The 
homestead  law  should  be  liberally  construed,  so  as  to 
protect  those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  enacted ;  but  it  can 
not  be  extended  to  protect  land  which  has  not  only  never 
Iteen  occupied  as  a  homestead,  but  concerning  which  the 
testimony  does  not  show  even  an  intention  to  so  occupy 
it  at  any  future  time.  The  findings  and  judgment  of  the 
trial  court  seem  to  be  abundantly  sustained  by  the  evi- 
dence, and  it  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  judg- 
ment be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 


Phcbntx  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, appellee,  v.  William  H.  Howb,  appellant,  Im- 
pleaded WITH  MAETHA  M.  HOWB  BT  AL. 
Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,432, 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Bill  Of  Exceptions:    IMPEACHMENT  OF,  BT  AFFIDAVIT.      A   bill    of  ex- 

ceptions allowed  and  signed  by  the  trial  Judge  becomes  a  part 
of  tbe  record  In  the  case,  and  Its  recitals  cannot  be  Impeached 
by  affidavits  filed  for  that  purpose. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:  Confirmation  of  Sale:    Sufficiency  of  Record. 

Record  examined,  and  held  to  disclose  no  error  on  the  part  of 
the  court  on  confirmation  of  a  sale. 
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Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Webster  county. 
Tried  below  iK'fore  Beall,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  8.  Qilkam,  for  appellant 

George  W.  Wright,  contra. 

Dl'FPIE,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale.  The 
bill  of  exceptions  allowed  by  the  trial  court  discloses  no 
error  in  the  proceedings.  A  motion  to  confirm  the  sale 
was  made  May  10,  1898;  the  court  thereupon  made  an 
order  that  the  defendant  and  all  persons  interested,  show 
cause  why  the  sale  should  not  be  confirmed  by  two  o'clock 
P.  SI.  of  that  day.  At  two  o'clock  P.  M.  the  parties  ap- 
peared and  by  agreement  the  time  to  show  cause  was  ex- 
tended to  five  o'clock  P.  M.  at  which  time  an  order  was 
entered  confirming  the  sale,  no  objections  thereto  being 
made  by  the  defendant.  This  is  the  case  as  shown  by  the 
record  before  us. 

The  defendant  complains  that  the  bill  of  exceptions 
does  not  fairly  present  the  proceedings  had  in  the  district 
i-ourt.  If  the  trial  judge  refused  to  Bign  and  allow  ex- 
ceptions which  correctly  recited  the  proceedings  had  be- 
fore him,  the  defendant  had  his  remedy  to  compel  him  to 
do  so.  The  bill  of  exceptions  as  allowed  becomes  a  part 
of  the  record  of  the  case,  ami  this  court  is  bound  by  what 
it  recites  and  the  statements  and  affidavits  of  an  attorney 
in  the  case  contradicting  or  qualifying  the  recitals  of  the 
bill  cannot  be  regarded.  We  recommend  that  the  order 
appealed  from  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Dorwmt  y.  Troyar. 


Frank  L.  Dobwaet,  appellee,  v.  Charles  E.  Troter  et 

AL.,  APPELLANTS. 

Filed  Novembbo  20,  1901.    No.  10,438. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Judgment  at  Law;  Relief  Fbom,  in  Equity.  Equity  will  not  relieve 
against  a  judgment  at  law  unleea  the  complainant  both  pleads 
and  proves  a  defense  thereto  upon  the  merits,  nor  in  any  cose 
In  which  be  boa  had  knowledge  or  notice  of  the  pendency  of 
the  action  In  time  to  make  hla  defense  therein,  and  has  negli- 
gently omitted  so  to  do. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saline  county.  Tried 
Mow  before  Hastings,  J.    Reversed  and  dismissed. 

John  D.  Pope,  for  appellants. 

Bantings  and  Bastings,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  an  action  to  enjoin  the  enforcement  of  and  to 
procure  the  cancellation  of  a  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the 
|mwp.  The  unit  in  justice's  court  was  in  replevin  to  re- 
cover the  possession  of  certain  property  in  the  possession 
of  the  defendant.  A  summons  was  issued  and  delivered 
to  an  officer  who  took  the  goods  under  it,  but  upon  failure 
of  the  plaintiff  to  give  the  statutory  undertaking  re- 
delivered them  to  the  defendant  in  the  suit.  The  return  of 
the  officer  upon  the  writ  recites  this  fact,  but  fails  to  show 
it  personal  service  of  the  summons  upon  .the  defendant. 
The  action  proceeded  as  one  for  damages,  the  defendant 
making  default,  and  resulted  in  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff.  An  execution  issued  upon  the  judgment  and 
was  about  to  l»e  levied  upon  the  property  of  the  defendant 
therein,  when  this  action  was  begun  against  the  officer 
and  judgment  plaintiff  and  a  temporary  injunction 
granted  restraining  the  execution  of  the  writ  On  the 
final  hearing  the  injunction  was  made  perpetual  and  a 
decree  entered  as  prayed  in  the  petition.    There  is  no 
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question  that  the  goods  were  taken  from  and  redelivered 
to  the  possession  of  the  defendant  in  replevin,  personally. 
He  therefore  had  knowledge  of  the  pendency  of  the  action 
in  the  justice's  court,  and  it  is  not  alleged  nor  proved  that 
he  was  prevented  from  making  a  defense  thereto  hy  un- 
avoidable casualty  or  surprise,  nor  are  any  facts  pleaded 
showing  that  he  had  a  defense  thereto.  The  mere  asser- 
tion in  the  petition  that  he  "had  a  good,  absolute  and  per- 
fect defense  to  said  action"  is  a  mere  conclusion  of  law 
and  insufficient.  Fricket  v.  Vick  Brothers,  50  Neb.,  401. 
It  is  true  that  he  alleges  that  he  was  at  the  time  sheriff  of 
the  county  and  held  the  goods  under  an  execution  issued 
on  a  judgment  in  favor  of  Herman  Bros.,  against  a 
partnership  composed  of  one  Ida  E.  Brown  and  one  Robert 
C.  Brown,  and  that  the  goods  after  his  levy  had  been 
awarded  to  him  upon  a  trial  of  the  right  of  property  with 
one  W.  H.  'Brown,  but  these  facts  have  no  bearing  upon 
the  claim  of  title  of  the  plaintiff  in  replevin.  In  other  re- 
spects this  case  is  ruled  by  that  of  Osborn  v.  Qehr,  29 
Neb.,  661,  in  which  the  judgment  attacked  was  rendered 
in  an  action  in  which  no  summons  had  been  issued,  and 
by  Banker*  lAfe  Insurance  Company  v.  Robbing,  53  Neb., 
44,  and  cases  there  cited.  It  seems  to  be  the  settled  law 
of  this  state  that  equity  will  not  relieve  against  a  judg- 
ment at  law,  unless  the  complainant  both  pleads  and 
proves  a  defense  thereto  upon  the  merits,  nor  in  any  case 
in  which  he  has  had  knowledge  or  notice  of  the  pendency 
of  the  action  in  time  to  make  his  defense  therein  and  has 
negligently  omitted  so  to  do. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  the  action  dismissed  at  the  costs  of 
the  appellee. 

Duffie  and  Alrert,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  the 
action  dismissed  at  the  costs  of  the  appellee. 

Revehsed  and  dismissed. 
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McDowell  V.  Pioneer  Savings  &  Loan  Co. 

Robert  H.  McDowell,  appellee,  v.  Pioneek  Savings  & 
Loan  Company,  appellant. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,449. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Foreign    Building    ft    Loan    Association:     Application    or    Stock 

Value  to  Loan.  In  an  accounting  between  a  foreign  building 
and  loan  association  and  one  of  its  members,  when  there  exists 
a  stock  purchase  and  a  loan,  tbe  transaction  ts  to  be  treated  as 
a  loan  and  the  borrower  has  the  right  to  have  the  value  of  his 
stock  applied  to  reduce  the  indebtedness  of  the  mortgage,  If  he . 
so  chooses.  • 

2.  Foreign  Building  ft  Loan  Association:    Application  of  Dividends 

to  Loan.  Any  dividends  declared  or  earned  on  the  stock  will 
Inure  to  the  borrower's  credit,  and  this  mar  be  credited  on  the 
mortgage. 

3.  Foreign  Building  ft  Loan  Association :    Stock   Value:     Evidence. 

The  stock  Is  to  be  taken  as  worth  tbe  amount  ihat-has  been  paid 
on  it,  in  absence  of  evidence  as  to  Its  actual  value. 

4.  Foreign  Building  ft  Loan  Association:    Expenses   Not  Applied  to 

Loan.  Payments  made  on  account  of  operating  expenses  and 
fines  paid  belong  to  the  company  and  should  not  be  credited  on 
the  mortgage. 

5.  Foreign  Building  ft  Loan  Association:    Application  of  Payments 

to  Loan:  When.  Payments  made  on  the  stock  are  not  to  be 
applied  as  payments  on  the  loan  until  tbe  borrower  has  elected 
to  have  them  so  applied,  and  credit  for  the  value  of  the  stock 
should  be  given  at  the  time  of  auch  election,  and  not  as  of  the 
date  when   the   payments   were  made. 

6.  Foreign  Building  ft  Loan  Association:    Premium  and  Interest: 

Application  to  Loan.  Payments  made  for  premium  and  inter- 
est, it  not  usurious,  are  not  to  be  credited  on  the  principal  of  the 
mortgage  debt. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Nemaha  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.    Reversed  with  directions. 

H.  A.  Lambert  and  Geo.  D.  Emery,  lot  appellant 
W.  H.  Keliigar,  contra. 
Oldham,  C. 

In  October,  1890,  one  Robert  M.  Gillan  became  a  suV 
scriber  in  the  National  Building  Loan  and  Protective 
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Union  which  subsequently  changed  its  name  to  the  Pio- 
neer Savings  &  Loan  Company,  and  is  now  the  appellant, 
for  twenty-five  shares  of  its  stock.  This  appellant  is  a 
building  and  loan  company,  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  Minnesota,  and  has  its  principal  place  of 
business  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis  in  that  state.  On  De- 
cember 24,  1890,  the  said  Gillan  obtained  a  loan  of  f  2,000 
from  this  company  for  which  he  gave  his  note,  secured  by 
mortgage  on  certain  real  estate  situated  in  Nemaha 
county,  Nebraska.  On  this  loan  he  obligated  himself  to 
pay  a  five  per  cent,  annual  premium  and  five  per  cent 
annual  interest.  Afterwards  Gillan  sold  and  transferred 
this  real  estate  to  Robert  H.  McDowell,  appellee,  who 
assumed  and  agreed  to  pay  this  mortgage.  The  monthly 
installments  that  were  due  on  these  shares  of  stock  were 
121.75  and  the  additional  sum  of  $16.67  was  charged  for 
tlie  premium  and  interest  on  the  loan,  aggregating 
monthly  payments  in  the  sum  of  $37.92.  These  payments 
were  made  for  seventy-five  months  until  the  maturity  of 
the  loan  by  Gillan  and  by*  the  appellee,  McDowell.  In 
addition  to  these  payments  there  were  three  monthly  pay- 
ments of  $21.75  made  by  Gillan  on  the  stock  before  ob- 
taining the  loan. 

After  demand  made  by  the  appellee  on  the  appellant  to 
cancel  and  discharge  this  mortgage  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  paid  in  full  and  refusal  by  the  appellant,  the  appellee 
filed  bis  petition  in  the  district  court  of  Nemaha  county 
alleging  these  seventy -eight  payments  aforesaid,  and 
charging,  that  by  reason  of  these  payments,  ^he  mortgage 
was  fully  paid,  and"  prayed  for  a  decree  concelling  the 
mortgage.  The  appellant  filed  an  answer  in  substance 
admitting  these  payments  but  alleging  that  but  $1,495  of 
this  amount  was  paid  upon  the  stock,  the  balance  being 
credited  as  follows:  $1,266.91  on  premiums  and  interest; 
$162.50  on  quarterly  installments  which,  by  the  by- 
laws, is  used  to  pay  the  current  or  operating  expenses  of 
the  company  and  $51.50  as  fines,  and  that  there  were  no 
dividends  to  be  credited;  and  also  alleged  that  the  com- 
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pany  is  going  through  the  voluntary  liquidation  process 
and  it  will  require  ten  per  cent,  of  the  present  value  of  its 
stock  to  pay  the  expenses  of  this  liquidation ;  and  appel- 
lant also  asked  for  a  decree  of  foreclosure  of  the  amount 
remaining  due  on  the  mortgage,  after  applying  the 
amount  paid  on  the  stock,  less  ten  per  cent,  for  liquidation 
expenses  as  aforesaid.  A  trial  was  had  on  these  issues 
which  resulted  in  a  decree  as  prayed  for  by  apj>eliee  can- 
celling the  mortgage.  From  this  judgment  the  loan  com- 
pany appeals  to  this  court. 

There  is  no  question  of  usury  involved,  so  the  main 
question  presented  is,  what  rule  shall  prevail  in  the  ap- 
plication of  payments  made  to  a  foreign  building  and  loan 
association  on  its  loan  and  the  stock  purchase?  This 
question  has  been  lately  considered  by  this  court  in  the 
case  of  People's  Building  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v. 
Gilmore,  1  Neb.  [Unof.],  181,  from  which  the  following 
rules  are  deducible :  1st.  The  transaction  is  to  be  treated 
as  a  loan  and  the  borrower  haB  the  right  to  have  the  value 
of  his  stock  applied  to  reduce  the  indtebedness  of  the  mort- 
gage, if  he  so  chooses.  2d.  Any  dividends  declared  or 
earned  on  the  stock  will  inure  to  the  borrower's  credit,  and 
this  may  he  credited  on  the  mortgage.  3d.  The  stock  is 
to  be  taken  as  worth  the  amount  that  has  been  paid  on  it, 
in  absence  of  evidence  as  to  its  actual  value.  4th.  Pay- 
ments made  on  account  of  operating  expenses  and  fines 
paid  belong  to  the  company  and  should  not  he  credited 
on  the  mortgage.  5th.  Payments  made  on  the  stock  are 
not  to  be  applied  as  payments  on  the  loan  until  the  bor- 
rower has  elected  to  have  them  so  applied,  and  credit  for 
the  value  of  the  stock  should  be  given  at  the  time  of  such 
election,  and  not  as  of  the  date  when  the  payments  were 
made.  6th.  Payments  made  for  premiums  and  interest, 
if  not  usurious,  are  not  to  be  credited  on  the  principal  of 
the  mortgage  debt. 

The  application  of  the  above  rules  will  entitle  the  ap- 
pellee, under  the  pleadings  and  evidence  of  this  case,  to  a 
credit  of  f  1,495  on  his  mortgage  debt  of  the  date  of  the 
last  payment,  viz.,  on  March  27,  1897. 
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The  appellant  desires  to  retain  ten  per  cent,  of  this 
amount  to  pay  the  possible  expense  of  voluntary  liquida- 
tion on  Hie  part  of  the  company.  This  we  cannot  permit 
it  to  do,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  there  is  no  showing 
what  this  expense  will  be,  and  for  the  further  reason  that 
appellee  having  ceased  to  be  a  stockholder  he  has  no  fur- 
ther interest  in  the  company.  Nor  can  this  expense  be 
taken  into  account  to  reduce  the  Value  of  the  stock  at  the 
time  of  the  election  to  surrender,  as  these  proceedings  had 
not  then  been  instituted  and  no  expense  therefor  had  then 
been  incurred.  m 

Borne  contention  arose  on  the  trial  over  the  question,  as 
to  whether  or  not  the  appellee  took  an  assignment  of  this 
stock  from  Ciillan.  We  think  that  by  assuming  this  debt 
the  appellee  assumed  the  entire  contract  with  its  benefits 
and  its  burdens  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  there 
was  any  formal  assignment  of  his  stock  to  him.  "Equity 
regards  substance  rather  than  form,"  and  again,  "equity 
regards  that  as  done  which  ought  to  be  done." 

For  the  reasons  above  given  we  recommend  that  the 
decree  of  the  district  court  be  reversed  and  this  case  re- 
manded, with  directions  to  that  court  to  render  a  decree 
of  foreclosure  on  the  cross-petition  of  the  appellant  for 
the  sum  of  |505  with  interest  at  seven  per  cent,  from 
March  27,  189". 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  00.,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  this  case 
remanded  with  directions  to  that  court  to  render  a  decree 
of  foreclosure  on  the  cross-petition  of  the  appellant  for 
the  sum  of  $505  with  interest  at  seven  per  cent,  from 
March  27,  1897. 

Reversed  with  directions. 
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Guthrie  r.  State. 


George  Guthrie  v.  The  State  of  Nebraska,  ex  bel.  Ida 
Gibson. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10.461. 
Commissioner 'a  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

I.  Appeal  and  Error:    Bastardy:    Evidence:    Sufficiency.     Evidence 

examined,  and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  a  verdict  of  guilty  on  a 

charge  of  bastardy. 
2   Appeal  and  Error;   Abuse  op  Discretion:    Exception.    An  alleged 

abuse  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  thejrial  court  la  unavailing 

unless  excepted  to. 

Ekroh  from  the  district  court    for   Fillmore  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  H.  Stirling  and  Kellcy  &  liroune,  for  plaintiff  in 


Jno.  Barsby  and  Frank  W.  Sloan,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

On  a  trial  to  a  jury,  on  a  complaint  charging  him  with 
being  the  father  of  a  bastard  child,  George  Guthrie  was 
found  guilty.  •  From  a  judgment  rendered  against  him  on 
such  finding,  he  prosecutes  error  to  this  court. 

It  is  first  urged  that  the  verdict  is  not  sustained  by 
sufficient  evidence.  We  have  examined  the  evidence  with 
care.  It  would  serve  no  useful  pur]>ose  to  review  it.  The 
trial  resolved  itself  largely  into  a  question  of  veracity  be- 
tween the  complainant  and  the  defendant  The  jury  de- 
cided in  favor  of  the  complainant.  We  are  not  prepared 
to  say  that  their  decision  on  that  point  was  unwarranted. 
It  appears  that  the  complainant  had  sexual  intercourse 
with  one  other  than  the  defendant,  on  the  night  following 
her  alleged  intercourse  with  the  defendant  It  is  urged  that 
it  is  impossible  to  say  which  of  her  companions  in  vice  is 
the  father  of  the  child.  But  it  also  appears  that  this  third 
party  took  certain  precautions  to  prevent  conception, 
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which  were  fully  explained  to  the  jury.  Prom  the  evi- 
dence, we  think  the  jury  were  warranted  in  finding  that 
such  precautions  were  effective. 

It  is  urged  that  there  was  an  abuse  of  discretion  on  the 
part  of  the  court  in  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  re-open  his 
case  and  offer  further  evidence  after  both  sides  had  rested. 
One  sufficient  answer  to  this  is,  that  no  objection  was 
made  to  the  request  in  that  behalf,  nor  to  the  ruling  of 
the  court  thereon,  so  it  is  unavailable  at  this  time,  for 
that  reason,  if  for  no  other. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Dufpib,  CO.,  concur. 


Merrick  8.  Porter  v.  Hiram  Detrick. 

Filed  Novum  bejj  20,  1901.    No.  10,462. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.   3. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Bill  of  Exceptions:  Improper  Authentication. 
Where  the  bill  of  exceptions  Is  not  authenticated  by  a  proper 
certificate  of  the  clerk,  this  court  can  go  no  further  than  to  see 
that  the  Judgment  appealed  from  Is  supported  by  the  pleadings 
In  the  case. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Kearney  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.    Affirmed. 

E.  C.  Dailey,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Ed  L.  Adams,  contra. 

DUFFIE,  C. 

The  bill  ofexceptions  in  this  case  is  not  authenticated 
by  the  certificate  of  the  clerk,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
considered  by  this  court.  We  can  review  the  case  no 
farther  than  to  see  that  the  pleadings  support  the  judg- 
ment rendered. 
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QlffoTd  v.  Fox. 

The  plaintiff  in  esror  commented  the  action  to  recoTer 
the  possession  of  certain  personal  property  alleged  to  be 
wrongfully  detained  by  the  defendant.  The  answer  was 
a  general  denial,  and  several  special  defenses.  If  the  de- 
fendant had  stood  on  the  special  defenses  alone,  we  have 
no  doubt  that  they  were  insufficient,  but  the  general  denial 
put  the  plaintiff  to  the  proof  of  his  right  of  possession  and 
entitled  the  defendant  to  a  judgment  in  case  he  failed  in 
such  proof.  The  court  and  jury  took  the  view  that  his 
evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  sustain  his  claim,  and  as 
there  is  no  proper  bill  of  exceptions  before  us,  we  cannot 
review  this  finding.  We  recommend  the  affirmance  of  the 
judgment 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


J.  S.  Gifford  v.  Fred  P.  Fox,  Administrator  of  the  Es- 
tate of  David  M.  Snell,  Deceased. 

Files  Novemheb  20,  1901.     No.  10,480. 
Commissi  on  or 's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Bllla  Mid  Note*:    Pabol  TESTIMONY  OF  CONSIDERATION.     While  parol 

testimony  may  not  be  received  to  vary  or  contradict  the  terms 
of  a  promissory  note,  yet  the  cons  1  derations  for  which  It  was 
given  may  be  established   by  parol   testimony. 

2.  Bllla  and  Notes;    Cossidkration— Lands  fob   Support:     Pabol  Mvj- 

Dencx.  Parol  testimony  is  admissible  In  an  action  upon  a  prom- 
issory note  to  show  that  It  was  given  to  secure  the  performance 
of  an  agreement  whereby  the  payee  conveyed  to  the  maker  cer- 
tain lands  in  consideration  that  the  maker  should  support  the 
payee  during  his  lifetime,  and  that  the  maker  had  performed  the 
conditions  of  the  agreement. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county.  Tried 
below  before  Beall,  J.     Reversed. 

J.  GF.  Thompson,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

R.  L.  Keeater,  contra. 
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Day,  a 

This  sction  was  brought  by  Fred  P.  Fox,  administrator 
of  the  estate  of  David  M.  Snell,  deceased,  in  the  district 
wort  for  Harlan  county,  against  J.  8.  Gifford,  to  recover 
upon  two  promissory  notes,  each  for  the  sum  of  $300, 
dated  April  1,  .1887,  and  due  and  parable  seven  and  eight 
Tears  after  date  respectively.  The  notes  were  made  pay- 
able to  David  M.  Snell,  and  by  their  terms  were  non- 
negotiable.  The  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  returned  in 
obedience  to  a  peremptory  direction  of  the  court,  upon 
which  judgment  was  subsequently  rendered,  to  review 
which  the  defendant  has  brought  the  case  to  this  court  on 
error. 

But  one  question  presented  by  the  record  needs  to  be 
considered  by  this  court  and  that  relates  to  the  ruling  of 
the  trial  court  excluding  evidence  offered  by  the  defend- 
ant tending  to  prove  that  there  was  an  agreement  between 
the  defendant  and  Snell  by  which  the  former  was  to  sup- 
port the  latter  during  his  lifetime  and  that  the  notes  sued 
upon  were  given  by  the  defendant  to  Snell  to  secure  the 
performance  of  the  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant and  that  he  had  performed  the  conditions.  We  think 
defendant's  answer  fairly  pleaded  that  the  land  was 
tamed  over  to  him  in  consideration  of  his  assuming  cer- 
tain indebtedness  against  it  and  the  cancellation  of  certain 
obligations  owing  by  Snell  to  the  defendant  and  the  fur- 
ther agreement  that  the  defendant  should  support  Snell 
during  his  lifetime  and  that  the  notes  in  question  were 
given  as  a  guarantee  that  the  agreement  to  support  Snell 
should  be  carried  out  in  good  faith. 

The  offered  testimony  was  excluded  upon  the  theory 
that  it  was  an  attempt  to  vary  or  contradict  the  terms  of 
the  notes  by  parol  evidence.  While  it  is  the  undoubted 
rale  of  law  that  parol  evidence  may  not  be  received  to  vary 
or  contradict  the  terms  of  a  written  instrument  there  are 
certain  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  which  are  equally 
well  settled,  one  of  which  is  that  the  consideration  which 
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supports  an  instrument  can  always  be  shown.  Walker  v. 
Eaggerty,  30  Neb.,  120.  While  the  parol  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties  was  not  admissible  to  vary  the  terms  of 
the  contract  entered  into,  it  was  admissible  as  tending  to 
show  the  actual  consideration  which  formed  the  basis  of 
the  contract  for  which  the  notes  were  given  and  also  to 
show  that  it  had  been  performed. 

We  think  that  the  testimony  offered  was  proper  and 
should  have  been  admitted,  and  hold  that  in  an  action 
upon  a  note,  parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  that  it 
was  given  to  secure  the  faithful  performance  of  an  agree- 
ment between  the  maker  and  the  payee  whereby  in  con- 
sideration of  the  transfer  of  certain  lands  by  the  payee  to 
the  maker  the  latter  should  support  him  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  and  that  the  maker  had  fully  performed 
the  conditions.  , 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  reversed 
and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

Hastings  and  Kibkpatrick,  CC.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  bemanded. 


Frank  E.  Ankeny  v.  Violet  Rawhousbb. 

Filed  Notembbb  20,  1901.    No.  10,481. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Appeal  ud  Brror:    Bastabdt:    Kvmsucs:    Suimroor.     Evidence 

examined,  and  held  to  sustain  verdict  of  guilty. 

2.  Misconduct  of  Jury:    Dunking  Ijqctob.     Where   a  Jury   was   Im- 

paneled and  trial  proceeded  till  six  o'clock  with  an  adjourn- 
ment till  nine  next  morning,  the  drinking  of  two  small  glasses 
of  lager  beer  In  the  evening,  at  a  public  saloon,  and  by  the  same 
Juror  of  a  whiskey  glass  of  whiskey  and  blackberry  brandy, 
mixed,  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  drinking  at  the 
latter  time  and  place  by  another  Juror  of  the  same  quantity  of 
whiskey,  unmixed,  will  not  of  itself  require  the  setting  aside  ol 
a  verdict  ranched  on  the  second  day. 
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i  from  the  district  court  for  Cedar  comity.   Tried 
below  before  Evans,  J.    Affirmed. 

/.  G.  Robinson,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

The  drinking  of  intoxicating  liquors  by  a  juror  during 
the  progress  of  a  trial  is  per  se  sufficient  cause  for  setting 
aside  the  verdict:  State  v.  Bullard,  16  N.  H.,  139;  Leigh- 
ton  v.  Sargent,  11  Foster  [N.  H.],  119;  State  v.  Baldy,  17 
la.,  41 ;  Ryan  v.  Barrow,  27  la.,  494 ;  Hopkins  v.  Knapp, 
92  la.,  212 ;  People  v.  Douglass,  4  Cow.  [N.  Y.] ,  26 ;  Brant 
v.  Fowler,  7  Cow.  [N.  T.],  562;  Creek  v.  State,  24  Ind., 
151;  Davis  v.  State,  35  Ind.,  496;  Jones  v.  State,  13  Tex, 
168;  Pelham  v.  Page,  6  Ark.,  535;  Gregg  v.  McDaniel,  4 
Harr.  [Del.],  367;  Hogshead  v.  State,  6  Humph.  [Tenn.], 
59;  Commonwealth  v.  Roby,  12  Pick.  [Mass.],  496. 

W.  F.  Bryant  and  John  Bridenbaugh,  contra. 

The  drinking  of  liquor  by  jurymen  does  not  per  se  avoid 
the  verdict :  Everett  v.  Youells,  24  E.  C.  L.,  68i ;  Thompson 
4  Merriam,  Juries,  section  378  and  (7)  1,  (7)  2;  Pope  v. 
State,S6  Miss., 121, 127;  State  v.  West,  69  Mo.,  405;  Statev. 
Upton,  20  Mo.,  397 ;  Palmore  v.  State,  29  Ark.,  248 ;  People 
v.  Deegan,  88  Cal.,  602 ;  People  v.  Sansome,  98  Cat,  235; 
Davis  v.  People,  19  111.,  74;  Parinton  v.  Humphreys,  6 
He,  379;  Stonev.  State,  4  Humph.  [Tenn.],  27,  28;  Bowe 
t.  State,  11  Humph.  [Tenn.],  492;  State  v.  Caulfield,  23 
La.  Ann.,  148,  150;  Richardson  v.  Jones,  1  Nev.,  at  page 
405;  Westmorland  v.  State,  45  Ga.,  282 ;  Larimer  v.  Kelly, 
13  Kan.,  78;  Perry  v.  Bailey,  12  Kan.,  540,  646,  547; 
Gilmanton  v.  Ham,  38  N.  H.,  108;  Roman  v.  State,  41  Wis., 
312;  Tripp  v.  County  Commissioners,  2  Allen  [Mass.], 
357;  Russell  v.  State,  53  Miss.,  367;  Wilson  v.  Abrahams, 
1  Hill  [N.  T.],  207. 

Hastings,  G. 

This  is  a  bastardy  case  in  which  but  two  grounds  of 
error  are  urged.    The  first  three  assigned  are  not  argued 
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in  the  brief,  and  do  not  seem  well  taken.  The  first  two 
relate  to  admission  of  proof  of  conversation  between  the 
complainant  and  the  defendant  while  she  was  pregnant, 
and  if  true,  as  related  by  her,  wonld  furnish  some  evidence 
of  defendant's  responsibility.  Assignment  No.  3  is  not 
good  for  the  reason  that  it  is  simply  the  development  of 
a  conversation,  part  of  which  had  been  attempted  to  be 
shown  by  defendant 

The  two  main  assignments  of  error  are  that  the  evidence 
is  insufficient  to  support  the  verdict,  and  misconduct  of 
the  jury  by  drinking  intoxicants.  The  first  seems  to  be 
based,  substantially,  on  the  proposition  that  the  evidence 
does  not  show  sexual  intercourse  of  the  parties  at  an  early 
enough  date.  Complainant  swears  to  four  acts  of  inter- 
course, which  she  says  took  place  in  September  and 
October,  and  whose  dates  she  cannot  give;  the  child  be- 
ing born  on  the  Sd  day  of  June,  following.  Evidence  was 
introduced  by  defendant  tending  to  show  that  the  com- 
plainant had  declared  that  the  conception  took  place  on 
a  certain  occasion  while  defendant's  wife  was  visiting  in 
Dakota  county.  This  visit  was  sought  to  be  established 
as  of  date  of  October  16.  The  attending  physician  de- 
clared that  the  child  was  fully  developed  at  birth  and 
apparently  a  nine  months'  child.  The  evidence  seems 
ample  to  sustain  the  verdict,  if  the  statements  of  com- 
plainant are  accepted  as  true,  and  the  jury  may  not  have 
relied  on  dates  fixed  by  defendant.  They  were  not  abso- 
lutely bound  by  the  physician's  opinion.  It  cannot  be 
said  that  the  verdict  is  unsupported  by  the  evidence. 

The  other  question  raised  is  as  to  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  by  jurors.  It  appears  that  the  jury  was  im- 
paneled aud  trial  proceeded  on  the  afternoon  of  December 
1.  It  appears  that  after  adjournment  of  court  for  the 
day,  at  some  time  during  the  evening  one  of  the  jurors 
in  a  public  saloon  drank  two  small  glasses 'of  lager  beer. 
It  appears  that  on  the  following  morning  about  8  o'clock, 
the  same  juror  took  one  whiskey  glass  of  whiskey  mixed 
with  blackberry  brandy,  as  he  says,  on  the  recommenda- 
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tion  of  a  physician  for  diarrhoea,  and  at  the  same  time 
another  juror  at  the  same  place  took  one  drink  of  whiskey. 
Court  convened  that  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  having  ad- 
journed the  previous  evening  at  six.  The  question  pre- 
sented is  simply  whether  from  the  amount  of  liquor  used, 
and  the  time  and  circumstances,  it  can  be  reasonably 
assumed  that  prejudice  is  liable  to  have  resulted.  The 
industry  of  counsel  has  effectively -marshalled  cases  on 
both  sides,  and  has  brought  forward  the  dictum  of  Judge 
Cobb  in  Vose  v.  Mutter,  23  Neb.,  171,  to  the  effect  that 
the  unauthorized  driifking  of  intoxicating  liquors  should 
be  held  per  ae  to  vitiate  a  verdict  Precisely  what  was 
meant  by  the  term  "unauthorized"  Judge  Cobb  did  not 
define.  In  the  case  before  us  the  drinking  was  after  the 
adjournment  of  court  and  before  the  commencement  of 
the  next  day's  session,  and  would  seem  to  be  as  much 
"authorized"  as  any  drinking  of  intoxicants  on  the  part 
of  an  individual  ever  is.  Evidently,  Vose  v.  Mutter  is  no 
precedent  in  this  case;  in  that  one  the  liquor  was  pro- 
cured by  one  of  the  parties.  The  tendency  of  such  doing 
to  disturb  the  partiality  of  jurors  and  the  necessity  to 
check  sternly  such  practices  has  produced  frequent  deci- 
sions that  it  is  sufficient  to  set  aside  verdicts.  Probably 
the  court  in  that  case  meant  by  "unauthorized"  the  pro- 
curement of  liquors  without  the  court's  authorization  by 
jurors  sitting  as  such,  either  during  court  sessions,  or 
in  deliberation  upon  a  case  submitted.  It  would  seem 
useless  to  discuss  the  numerous  cases  old  and  recent  cited 
by  counsel,  only  a  portion  of  which  we  can  claim  to  have 
examined. 

In  Thompson,  Trials,  section  2567,  the  conclusion 
is  expressed  that  a  hard  and  fast  rule  ought  not  to  be 
adopted ;  that  what  is  right  and  proper  for  a  juryman  to 
do  depends  partly  upon  social  surroundings  and  the  senti 
ment  of  the  community  which  he  serves;  that  it  is  mani 
festly  folly  for  a  court  to  lay  down  a  principle  of  total 
abstinence  on  the  part  of  jurors  after  they  are  sworn, 
when  they  are  drawn  from  a  community  which  habitually 
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and  without  self  reproach  employs  such  beverages.  A 
similar  expression  may  be  found  in  Thompson  &  Mer- 
riam,  Juries,  section  378.  The  conclusion  reached  by 
Judge  Thompson,  in  the  section  above  cited,  is:  "The 
mere  fact  that  a  jury,  pending  the  trial,  or  while  deliberat- 
ing on  the  verdict,  drink  intoxicating  liquor,  without, 
more,  will  not  be  sufficient  ground  for  a  new  trial."  This 
goes  somewhat  further  than  is  necessary  to  affirm  the  case 
before  us.  It  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  dictum  in  Voae 
v.  Midler,  above  mentioned,  but  seems  amply  supported 
by  the  weight  of  authority.  At  all  events  it  does  not 
seem  either  necessary  or  desirable  to  stretch  judicial 
authority  further  even  than  is  done  in  Iowa,  and  say  that 
any  drinking  of  intoxicants  even  during  an  adjournment 
and  in  quantities  not  at  all  liable  to  produce  intoxication 
will  vitiate  a  verdict 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpatbiok,  CC,  concur. 


August  Wentz  v.  Feed  Meybb. 

Filed  Novehbbb  20,  1901.    No.  10.E09. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Transceift:  Attacking  Sufficiency  of.  Except 
upon  direct  attack  by  motion  assailing  Its  sufficiency  or  ac- 
curacy, a  transcript  of  the  record  of  a  district  court  transmitted 
to  this  court  on  error  or  appeal,  Imports  absolute  verity,  and 
alleged  errors  and  imperfections  therein  will  not  be  corrected 
upon  the  oral  representation  of  counsel  made  at  the  time  of  the 
submission  of  the  case. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Richardson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.     Reversed. 

O.  F.  Reavia  and  Edward  Falloon,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

F.  Martin,  contra. 
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Amis,  O. 

This  cause  comes  here  on  a  petition  in  error,  and  was 
submitted  on  a  brief  without  oral  argument  by  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  alone.  One  of  the  errors  complained  of  ia, 
that  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that  a  certain  matter 
touching  the  controversy  was  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  but  that  in  fact  there  is  no  admission  of  such  an 
agreement  in  the  pleading,  and  its  existence  is  one  of  the 
matters  about  which  there  is  a  conflict  in  the  evidence. 
The  record  supports  the  contention  of  the  plaintiff  in 
error,  but  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  error,  by  permis- 
sion, made  a  statement  at  the  time  the  case  was  submitted 
in  this  court,  to  the  effect  that  the  paragraph  complained 
of  is  mistakenly  included  among  the  instructions,  and 
that  it  is  in  fact  a  copy  of  a  stipulation  made  by  the 
parties  in  the  district  court,  before  the  case  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury.  There  are  indications  in  the  record 
of  considerable  weight,  which  tend  to  support  this  rep- 
resentation, but  we  think  we  are  bound  by  the  explicit 
statement  of  the  transcript  that  the  paragraph  was  given 
by  the  court  of  its  own  motion  as  an  instruction  to  the 
jury.  We  do  not  think  this  court  would  be  justified  in 
not  only  striking  the  paragraph  from  the  list  of  instruc- 
tions, but  in  giving  it  force  as  a  stipulation,  upon  the 
oral  representation  of  counsel  for  one  of  the  parties,  made 
in  the  absence  of  Ids  adversaries,  at  the  time  of  the  sub- 
mission of  the  case  A  refusal  so  to  do  is,  of  course,  no 
reflection  upon  the  credibility  of  counsel,  bnt  the  court, 
we  think,  is  without  power  to  adopt  such  a  course.  The 
imperfection  of  the  record,  if  any,  should  have  been  cor- 
rected by  other  means,  at  an  earlier  day.  In  its  present 
condition  it  imports  absolute  verity,  and  must  receive  the 
treatment  dne  to  that  character.  So  treated,  the  error 
complained  of  is  apparent,  and  a  reversal  is  inevitable. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  awarded. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  OC,  concur. 

Reversed  and  bhmandkd. 
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Carlson  &  Hanson  v.  K.  B.  Holm. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,511. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Challenge   to   Juror:     Gimhtndb.      Overruling   of   challenge    on   the 

ground  that  a  talesman  called  had  served  on  a  former  case  at 
aame  term,  held,  no  error. 

2.  Evidence:    Statements  of  Parties:    Admissibility.     Statements  of 

parties  directly  relating  to  the  Issues  are  admissible  on  behalf 
of  the  opposing  party  as  Independent  testimony. 

3.  Examination  of  Witnesses:    Leasing  Questions.     Permitting  cer- 

tain leading  questions,  held,  not  reversible  error  under  the  clr 


4.  Crosa-Examlnatlon   of   Witnesses:     Immaterial  Point.      Not   error 

to  refuse  to  permit  cross  examination  as  to  transactions  not  ex- 
pressly mentioned  by  witness  in  chief  and  which  were  not 
strictly  material  to  the  case. 

5.  Crcss-Examinatlon     of    Witnesses:     Limitation    of:      Repetition. 

Limiting  cross-examination  where  no  further  unanswered  ques- 
tion is  tendered  and  the  testimony  sought  would  be  repetition, 
not  error. 

6.  Appeal   and  Error:    Instructions:     No  n -Prejudicial.      Giving  and 

refusing  of  instructions  in  the  case  held   to  show  no  prejudicial 


Ebrob  from  the  district  court  for  Saunders  county. 
Tried  below  before  Bates,  J.     Affirmed. 

John  L.  Sundean  and  Good  &  Good,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error. 

V.  L.  Hawthorne,  contra. 

Hastings,  O. 

The  error  most  extensively  discussed  in  the  briefs  of 
attorneys  in  this  case  is  the  overruling  of  the  challenges 
against  the  jurors,  Krumpus  and  Dietz,  because  they  were 
talesmen  who  had  served  as  such  in  a  former  trial  at  the 
same  term. 

Section  665,  of  the  Code,  that  no  person  shall  be  called 
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u  juror  more  than  once  in  two  years,  and  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  challenge  if  be  has  been  summoned  as  a  juror  at 
any  term  of  court  held  within  two  years  prior  to  said 
challenge,  is  cited  by  plaintiffs  in  error  as  excluding  such 
jurors.  An  energetic  argument  is  made  as  to  the  evils 
of  permitting  talesmen  to  serve  through  the  term,  but 
however  this  may  be,  it  does  not  seem  that  the  practice 
is  forbidden  by  the  statute  in  question.  A  term  of  court 
not  yet  finished  at  the  time  the  juror  is  called,  certainly 
cannot  be  said  to  have  been  held  within  two  years  prior 
to  his  calling.  Evidently  a  portion  of  the  term  was  held 
after  such  calling,  enough  of  it,  at  least,  to  result  in 
the  verdict  and  judgment  sought  to  be  reversed.  As  the 
prohibition  relates  only  to  prior  terms,  it  seem  clear  that 
it  could  not  have  been  intended  to  refer  to  one  then 
present  and  in  progress. 

Error  is  predicated  also  In  assignments  Nos.  4  and  5, 
upon  the  admission  of  testimony  as  to  what  one  of  the 
plaintiffs  had  said  about  getting  a  new  machine  The 
statement  in  question  related  directly  to  the  question  at 
issue,  viz.,  the  quality  of  the  machine  for  which  the  note 
in  suit  was  given,  the  work  that  it  would  do,  and  the 
nature  of  plaintiffs'  obligation  in  reference  to  it  It  was 
competent  evidence  as  an  admission  against  interest  on 
the  part  of  one  of  the  plaintiff  partners. 

The  Tth  assignment  of  error  relates  to  the  permitting 
of  leading  questions  to  be  asked  defendant,  Holm,  by  his 
counsel.  The  questions  relate  to  the  work  of  the  machine. 
The  defendant  testifying  in  his  own  behalf  said  in  re- 
sponse to  the  question,  as  to  what  seemed  to  be  the  par- 
ticular trouble  with  the  machine,  that  he  could  not  tell ; 
he  waa  then  asked  and  permitted  to  answer  over  plaintiffs' 
objection,  whether  it  clogged  up,  and  his  reply  was,  "Yes, 
aw."  He  was  then  told  to  go  on  and  tell  the  jury  about  its 
clogging1,  and  answered,  "clogged  up  and  they  conld  not 
operate  the  machine  and  bind  and  elevate  and  so  on, 
stopped  the  whole  thing." 

"Q.  Seemed  to  be  some  trouble  about  elevating?" 
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Objected  to  as  leading  and  suggestive,  and  overruled. 

"A.  Seemed  to  be  trouble  all  over." 

"Q.  Did  it  seem  to  have  any  trouble  in  elevating  the 
corn  and  throwing  it  back  into  the  rocker?" 

Same  objection  as  above. 

"A.  Yea." 

"Q.  Did  it  seem  to  have  any  trouble  in  binding  the 
corn?" 

Same  objection. 

"A.  Yes,  sir." 

This  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  very  suggestive  examination 
of  a  party  to  the  suit.  The  party,  however,  seems  to  have 
had  some  difficulty  in  expressing  himself  in  English,  and 
it  is  not  clear  that  there  was  an  abuse  of  discretion  in 
permitting  it. 

The  next  error  is  alleged  to  have  been  in  refusing  per- 
mission to  cross-examine  the  defendant  as  to  his  refusal 
to  permit  the  trial  of  the  machine  in  other  fields.  Of 
course,  cross-examination  as  to  a  conversation,  a  part  of 
which  has  been  given  by  a  party,  must  be  allowed  to  the 
extent  of  the  entire  conversation,  unless  the  matter 
elicited  is  clearly  unconnected  with  the  merits  of  the 
case.  In  this  instance,  however,  the  question  seems  to 
relate  to  independent  transactions  between  the  witness 
and  the  company,  to  which  he  had  not  testified  in  chief, 
and  which  were  quite  distinct  from  the  trial  of  the  ma- 
chine to  which  he  had  testified.  The  occurrences  inquired 
about  seem  to  have  happened  after  the  return  of  the 
machine  and  after  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  this  action 
had  been  fixed.  No  abuse  of  discretion  in  refusing  this 
cross-examination  appears.  The  same  is  true  as  to  the 
8th  assignment  of  error. 

The  9th  assignment  of  error  in  peremptorily  stopping 
the  cross-examination  of  a  witness  does  not  appear  from 
the  record  to  have  been  an  abuse  of  discretion.  The  cross- 
examination  had  proceeded  at  great  length  and  involved 
many  matters  not  material  to  the  issue,  and  no  question 
was  tendered  as  to  which  the  plaintiff  required  further 
information. 
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r  is  urged  in  permitting  the  introduction  of  proof 
as  to  the  contents  of  a  telegram.  The  original  writing 
appears  to  have  been  destroyed.  The  objection  urged  is 
that  insufficient  foundation  was  laid,  and  seems  not  to 
have  been  well  taken. 

Assignment  No.  11  has  already  been  disposed  of  in 
connection  with  Nob.  6  and  7.  Assignments  Nos.  12  and 
13,  with  relation  to  the  testimony  of  witness  Borkland, 
are  not  well  taken.  They  are  based  upon  his  statement 
that  he  did  not  personally  know  of  corn  being  cnt  by  this 
machine  in  his  field.  It  appears  that  corn  was  cat  in  his 
field  with  this  machine,  and  his  testimony  is  simply  that 
it  was  badly  bound  and  in  irregular  bundles.  The  same 
remarks  apply  to  assignment  No.  14.  Assignments  Nos. 
15,  16, 17  and  18,  like  assignment  No.  3,  are  not  urged  in 
the  brief,  and  will  be  deemed  waived. 

The  remaining  assignments  relate  to  the  giving  and  re- 
fusing of  instructions.  The  complaint  as  to  instruction  No. 
1,  given  at  the  request  of  defendant,  that  it  was  upon  mat- 
ter not  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings,  cannot  be  sustained 
in  view  of  the  allegations  in  the  answer  and  the  proof 
introduced  under  it  without  objections  on  that  ground. 
The  allegations  of  the  answer  are  in  effect  that  in  deliver- 
ing this  written  guarantee,  as  to  the  work  of  this  corn 
cutting  machine,  of  the  McCormick  company,  plaintiffs 
also  made  it  their  own  by  a  verbal  agreement.  The  in- 
struction, therefore,  is  to  be  regarded  simply  as  one  de- 
fining what  would  amount  to  sufficient  evidence  of  such 
an  agreement  on  the  part  of  plaintiffs,  and  was,  we  think, 
applicable  to  both  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence.  It 
merely  told  the  jury  that  one  party  to  an  agreement  is 
bound  by  the  meaning  which  he  intends  the  other  to  get 
from  it,  if  the  other  gets  that  meaning,  even  though  he  him- 
self intends  at  the  time  to  claim  a  different  one. 

With  regard  to  instructions  requested  by  plaintiff  and 
refused,  No.  1  seems  to  be  amply  covered  in  the  3d  re- 
quested by  plaintiffs  and  given  by  the  court.  No.  2,  re- 
fused; seems  to  have  been  amply  covered  by  Nos.  5  and  6 
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requested  by  plaintiff  and  given  by  the  court.  The  3d  in- 
struction, if  it  is  correctly  given  in  the  transcript,  was 
properly  refused  in  plaintiffs'  own  interest.  With  regard 
to  No.  4,  refused,  to  the  effect  that  there  was  no  liability 
on  plaintiffs,  if  the  failure  of  the  machine  to  operate  was 
the  result  of  defendant's  fault,  we  are  not  pointed  out  any 
evidence  in  the  record  on  which  such  an  instruction  could 
be  based,  and  with  regard  to  No.  5,  its  giving  would  have 
been  a  mere  repetition  of  the  general  instructions  which 
had  been  given  by  the  court  at  least  twice. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kibkpatbiok,  CO.,  concur. 


Thomas  Coffihld,  appellee,  v.  Alexander  H.  Paementee 

ET  AL.,  APPELLANTS. 

Fn.ni  Novemheb  20,  1901.     No.  10,512. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Creditor*'  Salt:  Aran  Execution  Returned.  The  return  ol  a 
sheriff  upon  an  execution  nulla  bona,  which  has  not  been  suc- 
cessfully Impeached  In  a  direct  proceeding,  is  a  sufficient  basis 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  creditor's  bill,  and  the  defendant  can 
not  In  such  suit  question  the  truth  of  the  return  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  the  plaintiff  has  not  exhausted  his  legal  reme- 
dies. 

2.  Vendor  and  Purchaser:  Fuud:  Kkowume  by  Gbajtbe.  Evi- 
dence examined,  and  held  to  sustain  finding  of  trial  court  that 
the  grantee  was  charged  with  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent  pur- 
pose of  his  grantor  In  making  the  deed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saunders  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Affirmed. 

Brown  &  Sumpter,  for  appellant,  A.  H.  Parmenter. 

H.  Oilkeson  and  Lamb  &  Adams,  for  appellee. 

Good  «£  Good,  for  B.  F.  and  Cora  Parmenter. 
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This  1b  a  suit  Id  the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill  brought 
in  the  district  court  for  Saunders  county  on  May  6,  1897, 
by  Thomas  Coffield  against  Alexander  H.  Parmenter  and 
his  wife,  Benjamin  F.  Parmenter  and  his  wife,  and  the 
Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Company,  to  set  aside  a  con- 
veyance of  certain  land  in  Saunders  county  made  by 
Alexander  H.  Parmenter  and  his  wife  on  October  27, 
1895,  to  Benjamin  F.  Parmenter,  their  son.  The  petition 
alleges  that  the  conveyance  was  made  wholly  without  con- 
sideration, and  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  property 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  creditors  of  the  grantor,  A.  H. 
Parmenter;  and  that  B.  F.  Parmenter,  the  grantee,  had 
full  knowledge  of  the  fraud  at  the  time  he  accepted  the 
conveyance.  B.  F.  Parmenter  and  his  wife  answered, 
pleading  that  they  purchased  the  land  in  good  faith  for 
value  and  without  any  notice  of  the  insolvency  of  A.  H. 
Parmenter,  and  without  any  knowledge  of  or  participation 
in  the  fraud;  and  in  addition,  pleaded  that  A.  H.  Par- 
menter owned  real  estate  in  Bethany  and  also  in  Cheyenne 
county,  Nebraska,  and  that  he  owned  a  large  amount  of 
stock  in  the  Bethany  Manufacturing  Company,  a  corpora- 
tion, and  that  from  this  property  Thomas  Coffield  could 
make  the  amount  due  on  bis  judgment  if  be  so  desired.  To 
these  answers  a  reply  was  filed  by  Coffield,  pleading  that 
the  property  in  Bethany  owned  by  A.  H.  Parmenter 
was  his  homestead  and  exempt  from  execution,  and 
that  the  Bethany  Manufacturing  Company  was  bankrupt 
and  insolvent,  and  its  stock  worthless,  and  denied  that 
A.  H.  Parmenter  owned  lands  in  Cheyenne  county  of  any 
value.  Trial  was  had,  which  on  June  15, 1898,  resulted  in 
a  finding  and  judgment  in  favor  of  Coffield,  appellee,  can- 
celling and  setting  aside  the  deed  by  A.  H.  Parmenter  and 
wife  to  B.  F.  Parmenter,  and  decreed  the  property  subject 
to  execution  for  the  satisfaction  of  Coffield's  judgment 
From  thia  judgment  all  the  Parmenters  appeal  to  this 
court 
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The  facts  disclosed  by  the  evidence,  briefly  stated,  are  as 
follows :  Some  time  prior  to  1894,  A.  H.  Parmenter  was 
the  owner  of  the  title  to  the  land  in  controversy  in 
Saunders  county,  which  was  free  of  incumbrances.  He 
removed  to  the  village  of  Bethany,  Lancaster  county,  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  his  children  and  rented  the  farm 
in  question.  After  he  removed  to  Bethany  he  became  the 
president  of  the  State  Bank  of  Bethany.  The  bank 
became  somewhat  involved,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  1894, 
he,  together  with  Louis  M.  Thomas,  J.  B.  Briscoe,  N.  W. 
Henderson,  O.  P.  Loinax,  and  others,  officers  and  stock- 
holders of  the  bank,  executed  to  Thomas  Coffield  a  note, 
■  on  which,  on  February  28,  1896,  judgment  was  rendered 
in  the  Lancaster  county  district  court  for  $1,076.65.  An 
execution  was  issued  on  this  judgment,  and  on  May  24, 
1896,  it  was  returned  unsatisfied,  and  on  September  3, 
1896,  a  transcript  of  the  judgment  was  filed  in  the  district 
court  of  Saunders  county,  and  on  November  2,  of  that 
year,  an  execution  was  issued  thereon,  which  was  likewise 
returned  by  the  sheriff  unsatisfied  for  want  of  property 
upon  which  to  levy.  About  a  year  before  this,  and  on 
October  27,  1895,  Alexander  Parmenter  and  wife  conveyed 
the  land  in  question  to  B.  F.  Parmenter,  who  paid  on  the 
purchase  price  $75  in  money,  and  he  and  his  wife  executed 
notes  for  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  price,  the  notes 
drawing  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum, 
the  first  note  being  in  the  sum  of  $925  and  the  remainder 
for  one  thousand  dollars  each.  In  the  meantime,  and  just 
about  a  week  before  this  deed  was  made,  the  State  Bank 
of  Bethany  failed,  and  it  appears  that  A.  H.  Parmenter, 
in  trying  to  keep  the  bank  running,  had  become  very  badly 
involved. 

The  only  question  requiring  consideration  in  this  case 
is  one  of  fact.  It  is  claimed  by  appellants  that  there  is  no 
evidence  in  the  record  tending-  to  show  that  B.  F.  Par- 
menter, at  the  time  he  took  the  conveyance  of  the  land  in 
question,  had  knowledge  of  his  father's  insolvency,  or 
tending  to  show  that  he  participated   in   his   father's 
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fnndnlent  purpose  to  put  the  land  beyond  the  reach  of 
Ma  creditors.  B.  F.  Parmenter  testified  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  his  father's  insolvency,  and  that  he  did  not 
know  that  the  State  Bank  of  Bethany  had  failed.  A.  H. 
Parmenter  was  not  called  as  a  witness.  It  appears  that 
B.  P.  Parmenter  had  rented  the  place  of  his  father,  and 
bad  been  Hying  on  it  nearly  a  year  at  the  time  of  his 
alleged  purchase.  The  testimony  shows  that  he  owned 
but  a  small  amount  of  personal  property,  and  that  his  wife 
was  not  possessed  of  any  means;  that  the  only  sum  he 
paid  down  for  the  land  was  the  sum  of  $75;  that  the  notes 
he  gave  were  secured  only  by  the  siguature  of  his  wife. 
Not  even  a  mortgage  upon  the  land  was  given  as  security. 
[*p  to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  suit  it  seems 
that  B.  F.  Parmenter  had  paid  $2,500  on  the  purchase 
price  of  the  farm.  But  this  money  it  appears  he  obtained 
by  executing  a  mortgage  on  the  place  to  the  Union  Central 
Life*  Insurance  Company. 

The  burden  of  proof  in  this  case,  according  to  a  well 
established  rule,  was  upon  appellants.  From  a  careful 
reading  of  the  testimony,  it  very  clearly  appears  that  B.  F. 
Parmenter  must  have  known  of  the  insolvency  of  his  father 
at  the  time  he  took  title  to  the  premises,  and  from  all  the 
circumstances  in  the  case,  as  disclosed  by  the  evidence, 
we  think  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  that  B.  F.  Parmenter 
was  influenced  and  controlled  by  his  father  in  the  trans- 
action, and  that  the  land  was  conveyed  to  him  without 
consideration,  and  without  financial  ability  on  his  part 
to  pay  for  the  same,  is  sustained  by  the  evidence;  and 
he  must  be  held  to  have  had  notice  that  his  father's  pur- 
pose was  to  place  the  land  beyond  the  reach  of  his  cred- 
itors. The  trial  court  heard  the  evidence  and  so  found, 
and  we  are  unable  to  say  that  the  finding  is  not  supported 
by  sufficient  competent  evidence. 

It  is  contended  by  appellants  that  the  testimony  does  not 
show  that  an  execution  had  been  issued  upon  the  judg- 
ment and  returned  unsatisfied  for  want  of  property,  and 
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that  A.  H.  Parmenter  did  in  fact  have  property  sub- 
ject to  execution.  The  evidence  discloses  that  an  execution 
was  issued  and  returned  unsatisfied  in  Lancaster  county, 
and  that  after  the  transcript  was  filed  in  Saunders  county 
an  execution  was  issued  thereon  and  likewise  returned 
unsatisfied.  It  also  appears  that  the  property  owned  by 
A.  H.  Parmenter  in  Bethany  was  a  homestead,  and  there- 
fore exempt  as  such,  and  that  the  Bethany  Manufacturing 
Company  was  insolvent,  and  its  stock  worthless.  The 
evidence  does  not  disclose  whether  or  not  A.  H.  Parmenter 
owned  land  of  any  value  in  Cheyenne  county;  but  how- 
ever that  may  be,  the  rule  is  settled  that  the  return  of  the 
sheriff  on  an  execution  nulla  bona  is  conclusive  of  the 
question  that  the  creditor  has  exhausted  his  legal  remedies 
and  is  entitled  to  maintain  his  bill.  "The  general  rule  is, 
that  a  court  of  equity  will  not  interpose  until  the  creditor 
has  exhausted  his  remedy  at  law;  and  a  judgment  re- 
covered and  an  execution  issued  thereon  and  returned 
unsatisfied  are  ordinarily  required,  and  are  considered 
the  best  evidence  that  the  remedy  at  law  does  not  exist." 
Weaver  v.  Cressman,  21  Neb.,  at  page  678. 

In  Baxter  v.  Moses,  52  Am.  Rep.  [Me.],  at  page  785  the 
rule  is  announced  as  follows:  "His  (the  debtor's)  in- 
ability or  unwillingness  to  pay  should  be  established  by 
some  certain  rule.  What  more  reasonable  one  could  be 
devised  than  that  there  shall  be  a  judgment,  an  execution 
and  a  return  of  nulla  bonat  And  to  remove  all  uncer- 
tainty, the  official  return  is  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
creditor  has  exhausted  all  legal  remedy  without  succeed- 
ing in  collecting  his  debt.  It  is  a  beneficent  rule  for  both 
parties,"  citing  many  cases.  See  Bates  cG  Company  v.  Cobb, 
13  Am.  St.  Rep.  [S.  Car.],  742,  to  the  same  effect 

The  authorities  cited  by  appellants  no  doubt  correctly 
state  the  law,  but  under  the  facts  in  this  case,  as  fonnd 
by  the  trial  court,  they  do  not  control  and  have  no  appli- 
cation. It  follows  from  what  has  been  said  that  the  find- 
ings and  judgment  of  the  trial  court  are  right,  and  it  is 
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therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 
Hastings  and  Day,  CC,  concur. 


Lind  Neuso.n,  Sheriff  of  Gagb  County,  T.  The  dry  of 

Beatrice,  Nebraska. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.     No.  10,629, 
Commissioner's  opinion.  -  Department  No.  2. 

L  Judicial  galea:  Reversal  of  Judgment:  Restitution,  Who  Hat  De- 
mand. Where  a  Judgment  creditor  purchases  property  at  an 
execution  sale  on  a  Judgment  which  la  subsequently  reversed,  It 
Is  his  duty  to  make  restitution  of  the  property,  so  purchased,  to 
the  Judgment  debtor  after  the  reversal  of  the  Judgment;  but  the 
right  to  demand  restitution  1b  confined  to  the  Judgment  debtor  or 
his  privies  and  can  not  be  Invoked  by  an  attaching  creditor  of 
such  Judgment  debtor. 

1  Attachment  Against  Besident  of  State  But  Not  of  County: 
Validity  op  Lien.  Where  an  attachment  proceeding  la  Instituted 
against  a  defendant,  who  Is  a  resident  of  this  state,  in  a  county 
In  which  such  defendant  does  not  reside  and  cannot  be  found, 
and  makes  no  appearance,  a  levy  on  a  Judgment  rendered  on  such 
proceeding  la  not  a  valid  Hen  on  the  property  of  the  defendant 
in  the  county  in  which  such  Judgment  was  rendered. 

1  Replevin:  Against  Tkispasskb:  Qu«re.  Whether  one  In  peaceful 
possession  of  personal  property,  and  with  no  stronger  title,  may 
not  maintain  replevin  against  a  trespasser  who  disturbs  his 
possession,  giurre. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.  Tried 
below  before  Letton,  J.     Affirmed. 

E.  O.  Eretsinger,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  C.  Doraey  and  F.  N.  Prout,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  is  an  action  in  replevin  instituted  by  the  city  of 
Beatrice  against  Lind  Nelson,  as  sheriff  of  Gage  county, 
Nebraska,  to  recover  certain  personal  property  in  the 
petition  described.     The  jury  was  waived  by  the  agree- 
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inent  of  the  parties  and  the  cause  was  submitted  to  the 
court  upon  an  agreed  statement  of  facts.  The  material 
facts  agreed  upon  were:  That  the  property  in  dispute  had 
been  levied  upon  and  sold  under  an  execution  on  a  judg- 
ment which  the  city  of  Beatrice  had  procured  against  the 
firm  of  Godfrey  &  Meals  in  the  district  court  for  Gage 
county,  Nebraska;  that  the  city  of  Beatrice  had  purchased 
the  property  at  this  execution  sale;  that  the  judgment 
under  which  this  execution  sale  was  had  was  subsequently 
reversed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Nebraska; 
that  after  the  reversal  of  this  judgment,  the  Smeadly 
Steam  and  Pump  Manufacturing  Company  commenced  a 
suit  in  attachment  against  the  firm  of  Godfrey  &  Meals 
in  the  district  court  for  Gage  county,  Nebraska;  that  at  the 
time  this  suit  was  begun  neither  of  the  defendants  was 
a  resident  of  Gage  county,  Nebraska,  but  each  was  a  resi- 
dent of  the  state  of  Nebraska,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
firm  residing  in  Holt  county  and  one  in  Douglas  county, 
Nebraska;  that  each  of  these  defendants  was  served  in 
the  attachment  proceeding  in  the  county  in  which  he  re- 
sided, but  neither  of  them  appeared  for  any  purpose  in 
this  action.  It  further  appears,  from  the  agreed  statement 
of  facts,  that  this  attachment  suit  was  prosecuted- to  judg- 
ment in  Gage  county,  Nebraska,  and  that  the  city  attorney 
of  the  city  of  Beatrice  filed  a  motion,  supported  by  his 
affidavit,  in  said  suit  after  judgment  asking  that  the 
attached  property  be  released  and  alleging  that  it  belonged 
to  the  city  of  Beatrice.  It  also  appears  that  this  motion 
was  denied  and  that  no  appellate  proceeding  was  taken 
to  review  the  order  of  the  court  denying  this  motion.  It 
also  appears  that  the  defendant  sheriff  levied  on  the  prop- 
erty in  dispute  as  the  property  of  Godfrey  &  Meals  under 
this  attachment  proceeding.  On  this  agreed  statement  the 
court  below  found  the  issues  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and 
the  defendant  brings  error  to  this  court. 

The  chief  contention  of  defendant's  counsel  is  that  the 
plaintiff,  under  the  agreed  statement  of  facta,  fails  to  show 
any  title  in  itself  to  the  chattels  in  dispute  and  that  under 
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the  doctrine  approved  by  this  court  that  "the  plaintiff  in 
replevin  must  rely  on  the  strength  of  its  own  title  and  not 
on  the  weakness  of  the  title  of  its  adversary,"  he,  the  de- 
fendant, was  entitled  to  judgment  in  the  court  below. 
His  theory  is  that  plaintiff  having  purchased  the  chattels 
at  an  execution  sale  on  a  judgment  in  which  it  was  the 
jndgment  creditor,  and  Godfrey  &  Meals  the  judgment 
debtor,  that  immediately  on  the  reversal  of  this  judgment 
by  the  supreme  court  the  title  to  the  chattels,  so  purchased, 
revested  in  the  judgment  debtor,  Godfrey  &  Meals,  and 
that  plaintiff  was  entirely  divested  of  all  property  interest 
in  and  right  of  possession  to  the  chattels  in  dispute,  be- 
cause of  the  reversal  of  said  judgment. 

We  do  not  doubt  the  proposition  that  when  a  judgment 
creditor,  or  one  for  him,  purchases  property  at  an  execu- 
tion sale  on  his  judgment  and  his  judgment  is  subsequently 
reversed  and  set  aside  by  a  superior  court,  it  is  then  in- 
cambent  on  him  to  make  restitution  of  the  property,  so 
purchased,  to  the  judgment  debtor,  or  to  account  to  such 
judgment  debtor  for  the  value  of  the  property,  so  pur- 
chased, but,  we  think,  the  right  to  demand  this  restitution 
is  confined  to  the  judgment  debtor  and  his  privies  and 
that  it  cannot  be  invoked  by  the  attaching  creditors  of 
such  judgment  debtor.  While  this  question  has  never  been 
definitely  settled  in  an  adjudged  case  by  this  court,  yet, 
we  think,  this  rule  is  well  founded  in  principle  and  fully 
sustained  by  the  authority  of  other  courts. 

.In  the  case  of  McAusland  v.  Pundt,  1  Neb.,  211, 
Crotjnse,  J.,  speaking  for  himself  alone,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  judgment  creditor  who  purchases  at  an 
execution  sale  should  take  title  to  the  property,  so  pur- 
chased, as  a  stranger  would,  entirely  unaffected  by  a  subse- 
quent reversal  of  the  judgment,  but,  we  think,  that  this  is 
extending  the  rule  too  far  and  is  in  conflict  with  the  great 
weight  of  authorities  on  this  subject.  McBain  v.  McBain, 
15  Ohio  St.,  337;  Oott  v.  Powell,  41  Mo.,  at  page  420; 
Sheldon  v.  Pruesmer,  35  Pac.  Rep.  [Kan.],  204;  Stroud 
%  Casey,  25  Tex.,  740. 
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The  case  of  Gould  v.  Sternberg,  128  111.,  510,  21  N.  E. 
Rep.,  628,  is  well  considered  and,  we  think,  its  reasoning 
governs  the  point  at  issue  in  this  case.  It  says :  "It  is  well 
settled  in  this  state  that  when  property  of  a  defendant  has 
been  sold  on  a  judgment  afterward  reversed,  to  a  party 
to  such  judgment,  the  defendant  can  recover  it  back.  If 
the  purchaser  be  a  third  party,  he  can  recover  from  the 
plaintiff  the  value  thereof,  but  the  title  to  the  property, 
in  that  case,  is  unaffected  by  the  reversal.  No  one  but  the 
defendant  or  his  assignees  can  take  any  advantage  of 
such  reversal,  and  there  can  be  no  question  but  that  he  may 
waive  that  right,  or,  if  be  has  lost  nothing  by  the  jndgment, 
he  can,  of  course,  gain  nothing  by  its  reversal.  A  sale  or 
execution,  based  on  a  judgment  afterwards  reversed,  is  not, 
therefore,  we  conclude,  absolutely  void,  but  voidable  only, 
at  the  election  of  the  owner  of  the  property  sold." 

It  is  not  seriously  contended  by  counsel  for  the  defendant 
that  the  attachment  proceedings,  set  out  in  the  stipulation, 
gave  the  defendant  sheriff  any  valid  lien  on  the  chattels  in 
dispute;  in  fact,  in  view  of  the  decision  of  this  court  in 
the  case  of  Hoagland  v.  Wilcox,  42  Neb.,  138,  it  would 
be  useless  to  base  any  claim  of  a  lien  on  a  judgment  ren- 
dered on  this  attachment  proceeding,  for  it  clearly  appears 
from  the  record  that  each  of  the  defendants  were  residents 
of  the  state  of  Nebraska  at  the  time  that  this  proceeding 
was  instituted.  It  also  ap]>ears  that  neither  of  the  de- 
fendants resided  in  nor  could  be  found  in  Gage  county 
at  the  time  suit  was  instituted;  and  it  also  appears  that 
neither  of  the  defendants  appeared  in  the  attachment 
proceeding.  Under  this  condition  of  the  record  the  judg- 
ment in  the  attachment  proceeding  was  clearly  void  and 
constituted  no  lien  on  the  property  of  Godfrey  &  Meals 
situated  in  Gage  county.  It  follows  then  that  when  the 
defendant  sheriff  took  the  property  in  dispute  under  a 
pretended  levy  on  this  void  judgment  he  took  it  as  naked 
trespasser. 

Defendant,  however,  seems  to  contend  that  the  action 
of  the  district  court  of  Gage  county  in  overruling 'the 
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motion  filed  after  judgment  in  the  attachment  proceed 
iBg  by  the  city  attorney  of  Beatrice,  as  set  out  in  the  stipu- 
lation, was  an  adjudication  of  the  city's  title  to  the  chattels 
in  dispute  and  that  the  city  is  now  bound  by  such  adjudi- 
cation, because  it  failed  to  prosecute  error  therefrom ;  but 
as  we  have  already  seen  the  judgment  in  the  attachment 
proceeding  was  a  mere  nullity  and  hence  no  one  is  bound 
by  it.  Again,  the  city  was  not  a  party  to  this  suit,  and 
never  asked  any  leave  to  file  an  intervening  petition  to 
assert  its  rights  before  judgment  and  the  action  of  the 
trial  coart  in  refusing  to  hear  it  on  motion  to  discharge 
the  attached  property  after  judgment  couid  in  no  event 
amount  to  an  adjudication  of  its  title  to  the  attached 
property. 

In  the  ease  at  bar  it  clearly  appears  from  the  stipulation 
on  which  this  case  was  tried  that  each  of  the  litigants 
claimed  title  to  the  chattels  from  the  same  common  source, 
that  is,  from  Godfrey  &  Meals.  The  city  claims  under  its 
purchase  at  execution  sale  on  a  judgment  subsequently 
reversed;  its  possession  when  taken  was  a  rightful  pos- 
session and  its  title  was  good  and  valid  against  all  the 
world  until  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  under  which  it 
held,  and  then,  if  our  reasoning  in  this  opinion  is  right, 
it  was  still  good  against  everyone  except  Godfrey  &  Meals 
and  their  privies;  and  there  is  no  claim  made  that 
Godfrey  &  Meals  have  ever  asked  for  a  restitution  of  this 
property  from  the  city.  On  the  contrary,  the  claim  of  the 
defendant  is  that  of  a  trespasser  in  possession ;  and  if  the 
case  rested  solely  on  the  question  of  the  right  of  one  in 
peaceful  possession  of  personal  property  and  with  no  other 
title  we  would  hesitate  to  say  that  even  this  kind  of  a 
title  would  not  prevail  in  a  suit  in  replevin  against  a  tres- 
passer who  had  disturbed  his  possession.  Such  a  doctrine 
as  this  has  been  asserted  by  high  authorities  in  actions  for 
the  recovery  of  real  property  where  the  same  maxim  ap- 
plies that  defendant  relies  on  in  this  case.  Christy  v. 
Scott.  14  How.  [U.  S.],  292;  Hubbard  v.  Little,  9  Oush. 
[Mass.],  475;  Swift  v.  Agnes,  33  Wis.,  228;  Pettingell  v. 
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Boynton,  139  Mass.,  244.  If  this  rule  applies  in  actions  for 
the  possession  of  real  estate  why  not  in  actions  for  the 
possession  of  chattels? 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court'  be  affirmed. 

Shdgwiok  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Habgadinb  MoKettrick  Dry  Goods  Company  bt  al.,  ap- 
pellees, v.  Harry  R.  Krug  et  al.,  appellants. 

Fixed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,630. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Principal  and  Agent:  Effect  OK  Pjuncipai.  or  Notice  to  and  Knowl- 
edge bt  Agent.  Notice  to  or  knowledge  by  an  agent  la  Imputed 
to  hie  principal  In  those  cases  only  In  which  it  Is  his  duty  to  act 
upon  it,  or  to  communicate  It  to  his  employer,  In  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  trust  as  such  agent,  and  It  possesses  that  char- 
acter In  those  cases  only  In  which  It  has  a  direct  relation  to  the 
act  or  business  which  the  agent  Is  employed  to  do. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Box  Butte  county. 
Tried  below  before  Westover,  J.     Reversed  and  dismissed. 

Ghas.  E.  Magoon,  for  appellants. 

A.  C.  Ricketts,  ff.  H,  Wilson  and  Geo.  /■].  Hibner,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

During  the  time  of  the  happening  of  the  transactions 
hereinafter  related,  Harry  R.  Krug  lived  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska,  and  his  brother  Frederick  V.  Krug  lived  at  New 
York  City,  N.  Y.  Harry  owned  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in 
Box  Butte  county  in  this  state,  of  which  he  negotiated  a 
sale  to  Frederick,  for  the  price  of  $2,500.  On  the  24th  or 
25th  day  of  March,  1895,  he  applied  to  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Magoon,  an  attorney  at  law  in  Lincoln,  and  consulted  him 
concerning  effecting  a  conveyance  of  the  land  to  the  pur- 
chaser, saying  that  the  latter  "desired  to  know  that  the 
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deed  was  properly  executed  according  to  the  requirements 
for  conveying  real  estate  in  Nebraska,"  and  that  he,  Harry, 
had  mentioned  Magoon's  name  to  hie  brother,  who  desired 
the  latter  "to  make  out  the  deed,  see  that  everything 
therein  was  right,  put  it  on  record  for  him  and  (after  re- 
cording »  send  it  to  him  at  New  York  City."  Magoon 
learned  from  Harry  the  correct  description  of  the  land, 
and  wrote  the  deed,  and  after  its  execution  sent  it  to  Box 
Butte  county  to  be  recorded,  where  it  was  received  and 
filed  on  March  27th.  Shortly  afterwards  the  deed  having 
been  recorded,  was  returned  by  the  county  clerk  through 
the  mails  to  Magoon,  who  immediately  sent  it  in  like  man- 
ner to  Frederick  Krug  in  New  York.  Upon  receipt  of  the 
instrument,  Frederick  remitted  the  purchase  price  to 
Harry  by  means  of  a  draft,  payable  to  the  order  of  the  lat- 
ter. The  purpose  of  Harry  in  this  transaction,  which  he 
afterwards  accomplished,  was  to  defraud  his  creditors  out 
of  the  land  or  of  the  proceeds  of  its  sale.  Knowledge  of  this 
purpose  came  to  Magoon,  after  the  deed  had  been  sent  to 
Box  Butte  county  for  record  and  apparently  before  its  re- 
turn therefrom,  but  certainly  before  it  was  sent  to  New 
York.  The  purchaser  was,  and  remained,  ignorant  of 
Harry's  financial  condition,  and  of  his  fraudulent  intent, 
until  long  after  he  had  received  and  accepted  the  deed  and 
paid  the  purchase  price. 

This  is  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill  by 
certain  creditors  of  Harry,  to  set  aside  the  conveyance  of 
the  land  to  his  brother  and  subject  it  to  the  payment  of 
their  judgments.  The  suit  was  tried  to  a  referee,  who 
found  the  facts  substantially  as  above  stated  except  that 
he  found,  that  Magoon  was  the  agent  of  the  purchaser, 
Frederick  V.  Krug,  in  the  transaction,  without  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  nature  or  purpose  of  the  agency,  or  the  scope 
of  the  agent's  employ— ent  or  the  extent  of  his  authority. 
As  a  conclusion  of  law  the  referee  found  "that  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  said  Magoon,  of  facts  sufficient  to  put  him 
on  inquiry  touching  the  intent  of  said  Harry  R.  Krug, 
amounted,    under  the  circumstances,  to  notice  of  such 
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intent,  and  that  his  principal,  the  defendant  Frederick  V. 
Krug,  ia  chargeable  therewith" ;  and  he  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  plaintiff  he 
granted,  the  conveyance  set  aside  as  to  them,  and  the  land 
subjected  to  the  payment  of  their  claims.  The  report  was 
confirmed  by  the  court  and  a  judgment  entered  accord- 
ingly, from  which  the  defendants  appeal. 

If  the  referee's  findings  of  fact  are  supplemented  by 
the  undisputed  evidence  respecting  the  Bcope  and  nature 
of  Magoon's  employment,  the  above  mentioned  conclusion 
of  law  is  erroneous.  It  is  a  harsh  and  severe  rule  which 
imputes  to  a  principal  the  knowledge  possessed  by  his 
agent,  and  oftentimes,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  punishes  an 
innocent  party  for  the  participation  in  a  transaction  of 
which  he  was  concededly  ignorant.  It  was  adopted,  not 
as  adapted  to  secure  the  ends  of  justice  in  all  cases,  but 
as  a  concession  to  the  weakness  of  the  powers  of  discern- 
ment of  human  tribunals.  The  principle  is  too  firmly 
established  to  be  shaken,  and  its  wisdom  is  not  doubted, 
hut  as  it  is  not  infrequently  the  cause  of  rank  injustice, 
its  operation  should  he  rigidly  confined  to  those  cases 
to  which  it  is  strictly  applicable.  The  reason  of  the  rule, 
and  some  of  its  principle  limitations,  are  well  stated  by 
Mr.  Justice  Bradley  in  the  case  of  The  Distilled  Spirits, 
11  Wall.  [U.  S.],  356,  as  follows: 

"The  general  rule  that  a  principal  is  bound  by  the  knowl- 
edge of  his  agent  is  based  on  the  principle  of  law,  that 
it  is  the  agent's  duty  to  communicate  to  his  principle  the 
knowledge  which  he  has  respecting  the  subject-matter  of 
negotiation,  and  the  presumption  that  he  will  perform 
that  duty.  When  it  is  not  the  agent's  duty  to  communicate 
such  knowledge,  when  it  would  be  unlawful  for  him  to 
do  so,  as,  for  example,  when  it  has  been  acquired  con- 
fidentially as  attorney  for  the  former  client  in  a  prior 
transaction,  the  reason  of  the  rule  ceases,  and  in  such  a 
cane  an  agent  would  not  he  expected  to  do  that  which 
would  involve  the  betrayal  of  professional  confidence,  and 
his  principal  ought  not  to  he  bound  by  his  agent's  secret 
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aod  confidential  information.  This  often  happens  in  the 
case  of  large  cities  in  England,  where  men  of  great  pro- 
fessional eminence  were  frequently  consulted.  They  thus 
become  possessed,  in  a  confidential  manner,  of  secret  trusts 
and  other  defects  of  title,  which  they  conld  not  honorably, 
if  they  could  legally,  communicate  to  subsequent  clients." 

Consistently  with  this  view  the  knowledge  of  an  agent, 
in  order  to  be  binding  upon  his  principal,  must  be  not  only 
such  as  he  possessed  during  the  time  of  his  employment, 
but  such  as  related  to  his  duties  in  such  a  way  as  that 
if  it  was  known  to  the  principal,  it  would  affect  the  con- 
duct of  the  latter  in  doing  the  very  act,  or  transacting  the 
very  business  which  the  agent  was  engaged  to  do.  Now 
it  is  clear  that  the  knowledge  of  Magoon  as  to  the  intent 
of  Harry  Krug  in  making  the  conveyance  in  question,  could 
not  have  affected  his  conduct,  or  even  that  of  his  principal, 
in  preparing  a  deed  of  the  land,  seeing  to  it  that  it  was 
properly  recorded  and  sending  it  by  mail  to  New  York. 
He  was  not  consulted  as  to  the  value  of  the  land,  the 
sufficiency  of  the  title,  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  it,  the  pro- 
priety of  making  the  purchase  or  accepting  the  deed,  nor 
had  he  any  duty  to  perform  with  respect  to  any  of  these 
matters,  and  for  him  to  have  volunteered  any  information 
or  advice  on  any  of  these  subjects  to  Frederick  Krug, 
would  have  been  merely  an  impertinence.  Discussing  this 
rule  in  Trentor  v.  Pothen,  46  Minn.,  298,  49  N.  W.  Rep., 
129,  the  court  per  Mitchell,  J.,  say : 

"But  while  this  rule  may  be  a  salutary  and  just  one,  if 
properly  applied,  it  would  be  a  very  dangerous  one  if  ap- 
plied without  proper  discrimination.  Hence  the  tendency 
of  the  oourts  is  rather  to  restrict  the  doctrine  of  imputed 
notice,  or  at  least,  not  to  extend  it,  bnt  to  reduce  it  within 
clear  and  definite  principles. 

"The  rule  which  imputes  to  the  principal  the  knowledge 
possessed  by  the  agent  applies  only  to  cases  where  the 
knowledge  is  possessed  by  an,  agent  within  the  scope  of 
whose  authority  the  subject-matter  lies;  in  other  words, 
the  knowledge  or  notice  must  come  to  an  agent  who  has 
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authority  to  deal  in  reference  to  those  matters  which  the 
knowledge  or  notice  affects.  The  facta  of  which  the  agent 
had  notice  must.be  within  the  scope  of  the  agency,  so  that 
it  becomes  his  duty  to  act  upon  them  or  communicate  them 
to  his  principal.  As  it  is  the  rule  that  whether  the  prin- 
cipal is  bound  by  contracts  entered  into  by  the  agent  de- 
pends upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  agency,  so  does 
the  effect  upon  the  principal  of  notice  to  the  agent  depend 
upon  the  same  conditions :  Hence,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  the  knowledge  of  the  agent  should  he  imputed  to 
the  principal,  it  becomes  of  primary  importance  to 
ascertain  the  exact  scope  and  extent  of  the  agency.  In  this 
case  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  agency  was 
special,  and  limited  to  examining  an  abstract  of  title,  and 
from  that  giving  the  intervener  an  opinion  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  defendant's  title.  In  other  words,  it  was  the 
ordinary  case  of  the  employment  of  an  attorney  to  examine 
the  record  title,  and  give  an  opinion  whether  or  not  it  is 
good.  We  do  not  suppose  it  was  ever  understood  that  it 
was  within  the  scope  of  the  agency  of  an  attorney,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  go  beyond  the  record  evidences  of 
title,  and  make  inquiry  of  people  generally  for  information 
as  to  facts  that  might  affect  the  title." 

Upon  the  same  principles  are  Sandberg  v.  Palm,  53 
Minn.,  252,  54  N.  W.  Rep.,  1109;  Congar  v.  The  Chicago 
&  N.  W.  R.  Co.,  24  Wis.,  157,  and  Minton  v.  Insurance  Co., 
63  Ala.,  488.  The  rule  is,  that  notice  to  an  agent  whose 
duty  it  is  to  act  upon  the  notice,  or  to  communicate  the 
information  to  his  principal,  in  the  proper  discharge  of 
bis  trust  as  such  agent,  is  legal  notice  to  the  principal. 
The  Fulton  Bank  v.  The  New  York  &  Sharon  Canal  Co.,  4 
Paige  Ch.  [N.  T.],  127.  It  is  to  he  observed  that  the  breach 
of  duty  of  which,  in  an  action  like  the  case  at  bar,  the  law 
conclusively  presumes  the  agent  not  to  have  been  guilty,  is 
a  breach  of  a  duty  owed  by  him  not  to  third  persons  but 
to  his  principal.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  corollary  of  this, 
that  if  he  does  in  fact  commit  such  a  breach,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  his  principal  suffers  loss,  the  latter  is  en- 
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titled  to  call  upon  him  to  respond  in  damages.  It  is  a  gen- 
eral rule  of  law  that  "it  is  the  duty  of  the  agent  to  give  to 
his  principal  reasonable  and  timely  notice  of  every  fact 
coming  to  his  knowledge  in  reference  to  his  agency,  and 
which  it  may  be  material  for  the  principal  to  know  in  or- 
der for  the  protection  or  preservation  of  his  interests." 
Meachem,  Agency,  section  538,  and  cases  cited.  It  ap- 
parently follows  from  this  rule  that  the  suppression  of  the 
knowledge  of  facts  which  were  sufficient  to  deprive  the 
principal  of  the  very  property  which  the  agent  waH  em- 
ployed to  assist  in  purchasing,  would  fix  upon  the  agent 
this  liability.  But  before  the  agent  can  he  held  to  have  in- 
curred this  responsibility  it  must,  we  think,  be  established 
that  he  was  entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  some  matter 
pertaining  to  the  negotiation  or  bargain  or  agreement  of 
the  purchase  itself,  and  that  it  is  not  sufficient  that  he  was 
employed  to  do  some  act  or  series  of  acts,  clerical  in  their 
nature,  and  calling  for  the  exercise  of  no  judgment  or  dis- 
cretion with  respect  to  the  real  business  in  progress. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  reversed  and  the  action  dismissed. 

Dtjffie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


Union  Central  Life  Insurance  Co.,  appellee,  v.  Her- 
bert Baker,  appellant,  et  al. 

Filed  Novembkb  20,  1901.    No.  10,632. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  8. 

Judicial  Sales:  Objsction  to  Afpbaisxs:  Waives.  Where  an  ap- 
praiser called  by  the  sheriff  to  appraise  real  estate  ordered  sold 
under  a  decree  of  foreclosure  Is  disqualified  to  act.  and  such  dis- 
qualification 1b  known  to  the  defendant  at  or  prior  to  the  ap- 
praisement, he  can  not  lie  still  until  after  the  sale  Is  made  and 
urge  such  disqualification  as  an  objection  to  the  confirmation  of 


68  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [UNOFFICIAL. 

Union  Central  Ufa  In«.  Co.  v.  Baker. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Ouster  county.  Tried 
below  before  Geimbs,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  R.  Dean,  for  appellant 

A.  B.  Coffroth,  Alpha  Morgan  and  Flansburg  &  Will- 
iatriH,  contra. 

DUFFIB,  C. 

Tbis  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale.  The 
only  objections  that  demand  examination  are,  that  one  of 
the  appraisers  was  neither  a  freeholder  nor  a  resident  of 
the  county,  and  that  the  appraisement  was  too  low.  No 
ohjetion  to  the  appraisement  was  made  until  after  the 
sale  nor  until  order  to  show  cause  against  confirmation 
was  entered.  The  difference  in  the  value  of  the  property 
us  fixed  in  the  affidavits  filed  by  the  appellant,  and  that 
found  by  the  appraisers,  is  not  so  great  as  to  call  on  us  to 
Interfere  with  the  order  of  the  court  in  confirming  the  sale. 
There  is  no  showing  made  by  the  appellant  that  he  was  not 
fully  informed  of  the  claimed  disqualification  of  one  of  the 
appraisers  long  prior  to  the  sale,  indeed,  the  only  evidence 
offered  of  such  disqualification  is  the  affidavit  of  the  ap- 
pellant himself  whose  statement  relates  to  facts  within  his 
knowledge  long  prior  to  the  date  of  the  appraisement.  If 
be  knew  the  appraiser  to  be  disqualified,  he  should  not 
have  waited  until  after  the  appellee  had  gone  to  the  ex- 
pense of  advertising  and  selling  the  land  before  making 
his  objection  known.  The  sheriff,  in  his  return,  certified 
that  this  appraiser  was  a  resident  freeholder  of  the  county, 
and  the  appraiser  himself  might  be  subjected  to  an  ex- 
amination if  there  was  any  doubt  as  to  his  qualification 
to  act 

We  do  not  think  we  ought  to  interfere  with  the  finding 
of  the  district  court  under  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  rec- 
ord, and  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albbbt,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmed. 
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Emma  L.  Van  Ettbn  et  aly.  Julia  Flannagan  et  al. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.     No.   10,536. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

*PP«»1  and  Error:  Damages:  Evidence:  Sufficienct.  Evidence 
examined,  and  held  not  to  sustain  a  finding  of  damages  against 
defendant,  Emma  L.  Van  Etten,  for  deceit  and  misrepresentation. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.     Reversed. 

David  Van  Etten,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

B.  E.  B.  Kennedy  and  diaries  W.  Sailer,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

This  action  was  begun  by  defendants  in  error  to  recover 
the  earn  of  $2,000  for  alleged  damage  for  having  been 
fraudulently  induced  to  sign  a  note.  Plaintiff  and  her 
husband  are  both  totally  illiterate  and  allege  that  they 
were  induced  by  representations  of  defendants,  David  Van 
Etten  and  wife,  that  the  note  was  for  only  $100,  to  assent 
to  and  sign  a  note  for  $512,  jointly  with  Emma  L.  Van 
Etten,  his  wife,  in  favor  of  John  W.  Howell.  This  note 
appears  to  have  been  indorsed  by  the  payee,  and  action 
was  brought  upon  it  in  the  name  of  Edward  E.  Howell ; 
judgment  was  recovered,  and  levy  was  made  upon  real 
estate  of  the  plaintiff,  which  she  says  was  worth  $2,000, 
and  which  was  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied  in  satis- 
faction of  the  judgment.  Plaintiff  alleges  that  the  note 
was  executed  by  her  in  full  reliance  on  defendants'  rep- 
resentations that  it  was  for  only  $100  and  with  full  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  defendants  of  such  reliance.  Dam- 
ages are  alleged  at  $2,000,  the  value  claimed  for  the  real 
estate,  and  judgment  asked  for  that  sum  and  costs. 

The  defendants  first  deny  all  the  allegations  not  ex- 
pressly admitted;  say  that  the  defendant,  Emma  L.  Van 
Etten,  through  her  husband,  David,  the  other  defendant, 
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applied  to  plaintiff  and  her  husband  for  a  payment  of 
|325  on  an  alleged  indebtedness  for  legal  services  due 
from  the  Flannagans  to  David  Van  Etten ;  that  the  Flan- 
nagans not  being  able  to  raise  that  much  money  agreed 
to  give  a  note  by  which  means  it  conld  be  raised;  that 
one  was  given  for  $450  and  discounted  to  one  William 
Gibson  for  $325;  that  both  the  plaintiff  and  her  husband, 
John  Flannagan,  were  informed  of  the  contents  of  the 
note  and  fully  understood  it,  and  it  was  executed  with 
the  assistance  of  J.  W.  Williams,  who  signed  as  a  wit- 
ness; that  defendants  were  informed  a  few  days  later 
by  J.  W.  Howell  that  he  had  purchased  said  note  for 
$4-5,  and  Howell  desired  the  defendants  to  substitute 
another  note  drawing  interest  from  date  instead  of  from 
maturity,  as  the  first  one  read ;  that  defendant,  Van  Etten, 
arranged  then  with  Howell  to  give  another  note  with 
the  interest  clause  changed,  if  it  might  be  renewed  from 
time  to  time  until  the  decision  of  a  certain  case  in  this 
court;  that  Howell  agreed  to  that  arrangement  and  the 
new  note  to  Howell  was  executed  for  $485,  with  Williams 
again  as  witness,  and  after  the  two  Flannagans  had 
been  fully  informed  of  the  precise  transaction.  This 
note  was  not  paid  when  it  matured,  and  the  answer 
alleges  that  the  note  on  which  suit  is  brought  was  given 
as  a  renewal  of  it  under  the  agreement,  David  Van  Etten 
and  T.  M.  Wetmore  signing  as  witnesses.  The  last  note 
was  sued  and  the  judgment  complained  of  by  plaintiff 
recovered  upon  it.  The  defendants  also  allege  that  the 
real  estate  sold  under  the  agreement  was  the  homestead 
of  John  and  Julia  Flannagan  and  not  subject  to  such 
sale,  and  any  damages  suffered  by  them  on  account  of 
its  sale  were  the  result  of  their  own  negligence  Defend- 
ants also  say  that  the  property,  while  it  stood  in  the 
name  of  Julia  Flannagan,  was  really  the  property  of 
John  Flannagan,  and  that  he  is  the  real  party  in  in- 
terest; that  he  signed  the  notes  as  one  of  the  makers, 
and  they  claim  the  cause  of  action  is  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.     The  rest  of  the  answer  contains 
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a  counter-claim  in  the  shape  of  an  account  to  the  amount 
of  |8,000  against  John  and  Julia  Flannagan  in  favor 
of  David  Van  Etten  for  services  as  attorney  and  for 
expenses  incurred  on  their  behalf.  At  the  close  of  plain- 
tiffs' testimony  in  chief  defendant,  Emma  L.  Van  Etten, 
moved  for  an  instruction  to  find  in  her  favor,  which  was 
refused.  Trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
against  Emma  L.  Van  Etten  for  the  sum  of  |2,000,  dis- 
missal having  been  entered  by  plaintiff  as  to  David  Van 
Etten.  On  this  verdict  judgment  was  entered,  and  to 
reverse  it  this  action  is  brought 

Plaintiff  in  error  does  not  seem  to  argue  any  specific 
error  in  the  brief,  except  the  general  one  that  the  verdict 
is  contrary  to  the  evidence,  and  misconduct  of  the  jury. 
It  is  complained  that  the  instructions  are  wrong,  but 
no  specific  error  is  pointed  out  in  the  brief.  The  evidence 
is  entirely  conflicting,  the  plaintiff  and  her  husband 
swearing  positively  to  the  misrepresentations  by  David 
Van  Etten,  and  he  as  strenuously  denying  them.  Exten- 
sive employment  of  defendant,  David  Van  Etten,  by  John 
Flannagan  at  all  events,  if  not  by  the  plaintiff,  is  shown, 
bnt  it  is  claimed  that  the  services  had  been  paid  in  full 
before  the  commencement  of  this  action.  Considerable 
payments  are  admitted,  bnt  a  recovery  on  account  of 
numerous  items  of  professional  employment  and  expend 
itures  was  sought  by  the  defendant,  but  was  negatived 
by  the  verdict  of  the  jury-  The  case  seems  to  have  been 
carefully  heard  in  a  trial  lasting  through  several  days. 
The  subscribing  witness,  Williams,  is  dead.  The  other 
subscribing  witness,  Wetmore,  does  not  testify.  He  seems 
to  have  been  a  partner  of  Van  Etten's.  The  jury  appear 
to  have  believed  the  story  of  the  plaintiff  and  her  hus- 
band that  their  signatures  were  fraudulently  obtained 
as  sureties  only,  and  to  have  declined  to  believe  the 
defendants,  and  their  claim  that  the  note  was  made  to 
provide  a  payment  for  services  of  David  Van  Etten.  The 
case  turns  practically  on  the  testimony  of  the  parties 
themselves,  both  as  to  the  cause  of  action  set  out  by 
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the  plaintiff  and  as  to  the  connter-claim  of  the  defendant, 
David  Van  Etten,  and  the  jury  must  be  held  entitled 
to  judge  as  to  the  credibility  of  the  several  parties. 

Objection  is  urged  to  certain  instructions,  bat  no  specific 
error  is  pointed  out,  and  we  do  not  perceive  any.  The 
strongest  point  made  on  behalf  of  defendants  is  that  the 
basis  of  this  $2,000  claim  and  the  one  ou  which  they 
seek  to  recover  is  the  conspiracy  between  the  defendants 
to  defraud ;  that  the  action  against  David  Van  Etten  was 
dismissed  and  the  recovery  had  against  Mrs.  Van  Etten 
alone,  whose  part  in  the  fraud,  if  there  was  one,  seems 
to  have  been  passive,  notwithstanding  that  the  plaintiffs 
swear  that  Mrs.  Van  Etten  guided  their  hands  in  making 
the  cross.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  any  participation 
with  her  husband  in  the  making  of  the  alleged  false  rep- 
resentations, which  are  the  gist  of  the  action.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  record  going  to  show  that  Mrs.  Van  Etten 
knew  of  any  misrepresentations  when  the  note  was  made 
or  that  she  had  any  part  in  it.  That  being  so  she  cannot 
be  held  liable  for  damages  beyond  the  amonnt  paid  on 
the  note  by  plaintiffs.  The  instructions  permitted  the  jury 
to  find  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  amount  of  the  judgment 
which  was  paid  out  of  their  property,  if  they  found  that 
plaintiff  and  her  husband  made  the  note  simply  as  sure- 
ties, but  knew  of  its  amount  and  character.  They  per- 
mitted the  jury  to  find  to  the  full  amount  of  the  value 
of  plaintiffs'  lost  property,  if  they  found  that  the  note 
was  obtained  by  misrepresentation  and  fraud.  This  seems 
clearly  erroneous  as  against  Mrs.  Van  Etten.  They  in- 
structed the  jury  to  find  for  the  defendants,  if  they  found 
that  this  was  simply  a  method  taken  by  the  plaintiffs  to 
pay  money  which  was  due  David  Van  Etten.  And  they 
fairly  submitted  the  question  as  to  the  account  for  ser- 
vices which  constituted  the  counter-claim. 

The  showing  in  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  as  to  the  mis- 
conduct and  incompetency  on  the  part  of  one  member  of 
the  jury  cannot  be  considered  here.  The  affidavits  were 
not  made  part  of  the  bill  of  exceptions,  and  cannot  be 
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considered.    Merely  as  attached  to  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  they  are  not  a  part  of  the  record. 

For  lack  of  evidence  that  Mrs.  Van  Etten  knew  of  or 
participated  in  any  fraudulent  misrepresentations  to  pro- 
core  the  note  in  question,  it  is  recommended  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  be  reversed  and  the  cause  re- 
manded. 

Day  and  Kiekpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  bemandbd. 


Nathan  Campbell  et  al  v.  D.  Laue. 

Filed  Novembeb  SO,  1901.    No.  10,539, 

Commission  ei^a  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Statntee:  Jomr  Jddgmeat:  Assiqkuskt  or  Error.  A  judgment 
watered  In  accordance  with  section  511  of  the  Code  ie  none  the 
lea*  a  Joint  Judgment.  Hence  an  assignment  of  error  that  the 
"court  erred  In  rendering  a  joint  judgment  against  the  defend- 
ants" does  not  raise  the  question  whether  the  requirements  of 
said  section  should  hare  been  compiled  with, 

i  Xeplevin  Bond:  Liability  Undeb.  The  condition  of  a  replevin 
undertaking  being  that  the  plaintiff  would  par  all  "damages  and 
costs"  which  should  be  "awarded  against  him,"  the  surety  may 
be  held  for  costs  recovered  by  the  defendant  In  replevin  al- 
though the  latter  may  not  have  paid  them. 

J.  Effect  of  Appeal  Bond  on  Replevin  Undertaking.  A  replevin 
undertaking  is  not  discharged  by  the  giving  of  a  subsequent 
appeal  bond  In  the  same  action;  nor  can  the  surety  In  the  re- 
plevin undertaking  Insist  that  the  appeal  bond  be  first  sued  upon. 

Erboe   from    the  district   court   for   Buffalo    county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 

Marston  d  Marxton,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

J?.  O.  Soatetler,  contra. 
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Pound,  0. 


Three  questions  have  been  argued  in  this  cause.  The 
first  is  that  a  judgment  of  the  kind  provided  for  in  section 
511,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  should  have  been  entered. 
But  we  do  not  think  this  question  is  raised  by  the  petition 
in  error  which  merely  complains  that  tie  court  "erred 
in  rendering  a  joint  judgment  against  the  defendants." 
The  judgment  provided  for  in  section  511  is  a  joint  judg- 
ment. Forney  v.  Hamilton,  54  Neb.,  799.  No  assignment 
of  error  is  made  on  the  ground  that  the  judgment  as 
entered  does  not  certify  which  of  the  defendants  is  surety. 

Another  point  urged  is  that  the  plaintiff,  who  was  the 
successful  defendant  in  an  action  of  replevin  and  sued  on 
the  undertaking,  was  allowed  to  recover  certain  costs  for 
which  he  had  obtained  judgment  in  the  replevin  case  but 
which  he  had  not  paid.  The  condition  of  the  undertaking 
was  that  the  replevin  plaintiff  should  pay  "all  damages 
and  costs"  which  should  be  "awarded  against  him."  These 
costs  were  a  part  of  the  judgment  recovered.  They  were 
"awarded  against"  the  principal,  and  are  within  the  very 
letter  of  the  bond.  The  plaintiff  herein  is  liable  for  them 
to  the  clerk  and  is  clearly  entitled  to  recover  them  of  the 
surety  in  the  undertaking. 

Finally  it  is  said  that  an  appeal  bond  subsequently 
given  by  the  plaintiff  in  replevin  should  be  first  sued 
upon.  It  may  be  true  that  the  surety  in  the  replevin  un- 
dertaking was  secondarily  liable  as  between  himself  and 
the  surety  on  the  appeal  bond.  But  this  would  not  cast 
any  duty  on  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  of  pursuing  one 
rather  than  the  other.  The  surety  cannot  urge  his  rights 
with  respect  to  the  other  bond  against  this  suit  Stale  v. 
McGlathlin-,  61  la.,  312,  16  N.  W.  Rep.,  137;  Church  v. 
Simmons,  83  N.  Y.,  261;  Shannon  v.  Dodge,  18  Colo.,  164, 
32  Pac.  Rep.,  61;  Coontudt  v.  Campbell,  29  Kan.,  391. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed, 
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J.  H.  PiniBOm  BT  AL.,  APPELLANTS,  V.  JOHN  O.  YEISEa  ET 


Hub  Novnon  SO,  1901.  No.  10,646. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

L  Appeal  and  Error:  Rulings  Pbesemtcd  on  Appeal.  Rulings  of  the 
trial  court,  made  during  the  progress  ol  the  trial,  will  not  be 
reviewed  by  this  court  when  presented  on  appeal. 

X.  Appeal  and  Error:  Evidence  ok  APPUI*  A  party  who  brings  a  case 
to  this  court  on  appeal.  Impliedly  consents  to  submit  the  Issues 
tor  decision  on  the  evidence  actually  in  the  record. 

t.  Appeal  and  Error:  Fokeclosubx  or  Tax  Lots:  BvmiitoE:  Suf- 
FianDTOT.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
finding  and  decree  of  the  trial  court. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Webster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Bbaxt,,  J.    Affirmed. 

R.  T.  Potter  and  J.  8.  Qilham,  for  appellants. 

Jtto.  0.  Yeisar,  pro  «a 

ALBERT,  OL 

This  action  was  brought  to  foreclose  an  alleged  tax  lien 
on  real  estate.  The  trial  court  found  for  the  defendants 
and  dismissed  the  action.  The  plaintiffs  come  here  on  ap- 
peal. 

Complaint  Is  made  of  some  of  the  rulings  of  the  court, 
made  during  the  progress  of  the  trial,  but  it  is  the  settled 
rale  of  this  court  that  such  rulings  will  not  be  reviewed  on 
appeal,  but  mnst  be  presented  by  petition  in  error.  Ail- 
ing v.  Nelson,  55  Neb.,  161.  In  the  same  case  it  is  held 
that  a  party  who  brings  a  case  here  on  appeal  impliedly 
consents  to  submit  the  issues  for  decision  on  the  evidence 
actually  in  the  record.  Hence,  the  only  question  that  pre- 
sents itself  is,  whether  the  evidence,  actually  in  the  record, 
warrants  the  finding  and  decree  of  the  trial  court.  One  of 
the  facts  essential  to  a  finding  and  decree  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiffs  is  the  regularity  of  all  proceedings  prior  to  the 
» 
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tax  sale  under  which  plaintiffs  assert  their  lien.  The  tax 
certificate  was  ruled  out,  rightly  or  otherwise  we  cannot, 
as  we  have  seen,  determine  in  this  proceeding.  Had  it 
been  admitted,  if  admissible,  it  would  have  been  presump- 
tive evidence  of  such  regularity.  Whether  such  fact  could 
have  been  shown  by  other  evidence,  we  need  not  determine, 
because  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  was  not.  Therefore, 
there  is  a  failure  of  proof  on  a  material  point,  and  the 
court  properly  found  for  the  defendants  and  dismissed  the 
case. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Dut't'iE  and  Ames,  CO.,  concur. 


Jambb  Whttwbll  t.  Harmon  Johnson. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,648. 
Commisalouer'a  opinion.     Department  No.  L 

L  Secondary  Evidence:  Contests  of  Letteh:  Foundation  fob  In- 
troduction. Before  the  contents  of  a  lost  letter  can  be  intro- 
duced In  evidence  there  must  be  testimony  of  its  loss  and  also 
testimony  tending  to  prove  the  handwriting,  or  that  It  came 
from  the  alleged  writer  or  his  authorized  agent,  or  was  re- 
ceived In  due  course  of  mall  in  answer  to  letters  previously 
mailed  to  the  address  of  the  alleged  writer. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:  Evidence:  Suffioibnct.  Evidence  examined, 
and  held  not  to  be  sufficient  Identification  to  permit  the  contents 
of  the  letter  to  be  received  in  evidence. 

Erbob  from  the  district  court  for  Butler  county.  Tried 
below  before  Bates,  J.    Reversed. 


W.  A.  Saunders,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
Mutt  Miller,  oontra. 
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Day,  C. 

This  case  was  tried  in  the  district  court  for  Butler  county 
opon  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  county  court.  The 
trial  resulted  in  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  to 
review  which  the  plaintiff  has  brought  error  to  this  court.  ' 

The  basis  of  the  action  is  a  promissory  note  for  $450, 
executed  and  delivered  by  the  defendant,  Harmon  John- 
son, to  one  John  Hawthorne  and  by  him  assigned  to  the 
plaintiff  for  a  valuable  consideration  before  maturity. 
The  record  discloses  that  the  note  was  a  part  of  the  pur- 
chase price  of  two  valuable  horses,  one  of  which  was 
a  registered  Clydesdale  stallion,  purchased  by  the  defend- 
ant for  breeding  purposes,  and  guaranteed  by  the  seller 
Hawthorne  as  a  reliable  foal  getter.  One  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  sale  was  that  if  the  guarantee  should  fail  the 
note  was  to  be  returned  to  the  defendant  The  testimony 
was  clear  and  undisputed  that  the  horse  failed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  guarantee. 

The  real  question  presented  upon  the  trial  was  whether 
the  plaintiff  was  an  innocent  purchaser  of  the  note.  The 
theory  upon  which  the  case  was  tried  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant was  that  plaintiff  was  in  fact  a  part  owner  of  the 
horses  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  as  such  could  not  be- 
come ait  innocent  purchaser  of  the  note.  In  support  of  his 
contention  the  defendant,  over  the  objection  of  the  plain- 
tiff, introduced  the  contents  of  a  lost  letter  claimed  to 
have  been  written  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  prior 
to  the  purchase  of  the  note  by  plaintiff,  in  which  plaintiff 
made  inquires  respecting  the  terms  of  the  sale  to  the  de- 
fendant by  Hawthorne  and  others  and  in  which  he  stated 
he  had  an  interest  in  the  horses.  The  plaintiff  denied  hav- 
ing written  any  letter  to  the  defendant  The  evidence 
tending  to  establish  the  existence  of  the  letter  preliminary 
to  the  introduction  of  secondary  evidence  of  its  contents 
was  as  follows : 

"After  you  purchased  the  horse  and  mare  from  Haw- 
thorne, yon  may  state  whether  or  not  you  ever  received  any 
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letters  from  James  Whitwell,  the  plaintiff  in  this  action? 
A.  I  did.  How  did  you  receive  it?  A.  Well,  I  received  it 
in  an  envelope.  Through  the  post  office?  A.  Tes,  sir, 
through  the  post  office." 

Evidence  was  also  introduced  tending  to  establish  the 
loss  of  the  letter  and  that  unsuccessful  search  had  been 
made  for  it  in  the  places  where  it  was  most  likely  to  be 
found.  No  attempt  was  made  to  show  that  the  letter  was 
in  the  handwriting  of  the  plaintiff,  or  that  it  was  sent 
by  his  authority  or  direction  or  that  it  was  in  response  to 
a  letter  previously  written  to  him.  The  only  identifica- 
tion of  the  letter  was  the  declaration  of  the  defendant  that 
he  received  it  from  the  plaintiff,  and  on  cross-examination 
it  was  shown  that  his  statements  were  his  conclusions 
drawn  from  the  fact  that  the  name  James  Whitwell  was 
signed  to  the  letter.  If  the  letter  itself  had  been  offered 
in  evidence  it  would  have  been  incompetent  until  it  had 
been  in  some  manner  identified  as  the  plaintiff's  letter,  and 
the  same  rule  obtains  where  an  instrument  has  been  lost 
and  its  contents  are  sought  to  be  shown.  In  our  opinion 
the  identity  of  the  letter  was  not  sufficiently  established 
to  permit  of  the  introduction  of  secondary  evidence  of  its 
contents.  The  mere  fact  that  it  was  signed,  James  Whit- 
well, would  not  of  itself  create  the  presumption  that  the 
plaintiff  wrote  it  In  Oartrell  v.  Stafford,  12  Neb.,  at  page 
546,  the  rule  is  stated  as  follows :  "Where  a  contract  is 
sought  to  be  proved  by  letters,  there  must  be  testimony 
tending  to  prove  the  handwriting,  or  that  they  came  from 
the  defendant  or  an  authorized  agent,  or  were  received 
in  due  course  of  mail  in  answer  to  letters  mailed  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  alleged  writer."  The  introduction  of  testi- 
mony of  the  contents  of  the  letter  was  incompetent  and 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  plaintiff. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  re- 
versed and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

Hastings  and  Kibkpateiok,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  bbmanded. 
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Y*a.hk  D.  Shown,  Administrator  op  the  Estatb  op 

LUCIBN  WOODWOETH,  DBOBASBD,  V.   LBB  HbLSLEY. 

PlLIS  Novxubeb  20,   1901.     No.   10,550. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  I. 

L  Pleading:    Construction  Aftkb  Judgmwt.    'When  a  petition  Is  not 

■Mailed  until  after  judgment.  It  will  be  liberally  construed  bo 

m  to  be  sustained,  If  possible. 
1  Abaohrte   Judgment:    Definition.     An   absolute   Judgment   Is  one 

which  la  operative  and  effective. 
J.  Datr  of  Officers:   Fuesumption.     It  le  the  presumption  of  law  that 

all  officials  have  done  tbelr  duty  until  the  contrary  Is  shown. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

T.  J.  Makoney,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Charles  S.  Lobvngier,  contra. 

Lee  Helsley,  pro  te. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  was  a  suit  against  a  surety  in  an  undertaking  in 
appeal.  The  material  allegations  of  the  petition  were: 
that  one  Antonio  Columbio  procured  a  judgment  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Douglas  county,  Nebraska,  for  f  194 
against  Frank  Romano  and  Michelina  Romano  on  the  5th 
day  of  July,  1895;  that  on  the  15th  day  of  July  the 
defendant,  Lucien  Woodworth,  made,  executed  and  de- 
livered to  the  plaintiff  in  said  suit  an  undertaking  In 
appeal  in  the  sum  of  $500.  The  undertaking  is  set  out  in 
the  petition  and  is  in  the  statutory  form,  and  contains, 
among  other  things  the  following  condition:  "That  title 
■aid  Frank  Romano  and  Michelina  A.  Romano  will  prose- 
cute their  appeal  to  effect  without  unnecessary  delay  and 
that  said  appellants,  if  judgment  be  rendered  against  them 
on  appeal  will  satisfy  such  judgment  and  costs."    The 


70  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Brown  v.  iieisiey. 

petition  further  alleges  that  said  cause  was  appealed  to 
the  district  court  Cor  Douglas  county,  Nebraska,  and  on 

the day  of  May,  1896,  a  judgment  with  costs  was 

duly  rendered  against  the  said  Frank  Romano  and 
Michelina  A.  Romano.  It  is  further  alleged  that  said 
judgment  has  not  been  reversed  or  modified  and  that  no 
proceedings  are  pending  to  reverse  said  judgment  and  the 
same  has  become  and  now  is  absolute.  It  is  also  alleged 
that  an  execution  was  issued  on  the  judgment  and  re- 
turned unsatisfied  either  in  whole  or  in  part.  The  5th 
and  fith  paragraphs  of  said  petition  are  as  follows : 

w5.  Plaintiff  further  alleges  that  in  the  several  trials 
of  the  said  cause  of  Columbio  v.  Romano,  the  following 
named  persons  earned  fees  as  follows:  John  Drexel,  as 
sheriff,  $7.70;  John  MacDonald,  as  sheriff,  $1.10;  M.  Mar- 
ing,  as  witness,  $10.00 ;  Frank  Pascal!,  as  witness,  $20.20 ; 
B.  Mancuzo,  as  witness,  $5.30 ;  Martin  Dunnizzo,  $11.90,  as 
witness;  Lewis  Def razzia,  $20.20,  as  witness;  M.  Romano, 
as  witness,  $4.00;  Antonio  LaGrotta,  as  witness,  $20.00;  Q. 
Dennuzzo,  $14.00,  as  witness;  Frank  Moores,  as  clerk, 
$13.65;  A.  Frank,  as  clerk,  $27.00;  county  of  Douglas  for 
jury  fees,  two  trials,  $10.00;  O.  W.  King,  as  constable, 
$4.75;  John  A.  Karling,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  $8.10;  G. 
H.  Fitch,  ;ib  constable,  $8.80;  A.  Columbio,  for  money  ad- 
vanced, $6.00 ;  the  total  of  said  several  amounts  being  the 
snrn  of  $186.70.  6.  Plaintiff  further  avers  that  the  several 
sums  named  above  have  been  duly  assigned  to  him  and 
that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  the  same." 

When  this  petition  was  filed  defendant,  Woodworth, 
entered  a  voluntary  appearance  in  the  court  below  but 
neglected  to  either  plead  or  answer  until  after  judgment 
had  been  rendered  against  him.  He  then  filed  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial  and  brought  error  proceedings  to  this 
court.  After  Buit  was  instituted  in  this  court  defendant, 
Woodworth,  departed  this  life,  intestate,  and  the  cause 
was  revived  in  the  name  of  his  administrator. 

The  only  question  called  to  our  attention  is  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  petition  to  sustain  the  judgment.     As 
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this  question  was  not  presented  until  after  judgment  in 
the  court  below  it  must  be  determined  under  tbe  rule  tbat 
when  a  petition  is  not  assailed  until  after  judgment  it 
will  be  liberally  construed,  and  every  reasonable  pre- 
sumption will  be  indulged  to  sustain  it  if  possible.  We 
cannot  now  examine  the  question  as  to  whether  this  peti- 
tion would  have  been  vulnerable  to  a  motion  to  make  it 
more  specific  and  certain,  because  the  time  for  filing  such 
a  motion  has  long  since  passed;  nor  can  we  examine  it 
in  the  light  of  defenses  that  might  have  been  interposed 
by  answer,  because  answer  day  was  permitted  to  pass  by 
the  neglect  of  the  defendant  in  the  court  below.  The  only 
question  is,  will  this  petition,  when  aided  by  all  reason- 
able presumptions  as  to  its  sufficiency,  support  a  verdict? 
It  is  alleged  against  the  petition  that  the  costs  for 
which  suit  is  brought  are  not  alleged  to  have  been  taxed 
against  the  Romano*  in  the  judgment  against  them  in 
the  district  court  While  the  petition  does  not  contain 
this  specific  allegation  it  does  allege  that  "a  judgment 
with  costs  was  duly  rendered  against  the  said  Frank 
Romano  and  Michelina  A.  Romano."  It  also  alleges  that 
at  the  several  trials  of  the  cause  the  persons  named  in 
the  petition  "earned  fees,  as  follows"  (enumerating 
them).  Now  as  all  the  fees  sued  for  were  proper  items  to 
have  been  taxed  as  costs  it  will  be  presumed,  in  absence 
of  a  showing  to  the  contrary,  that  the  officer  whose  doty 
it  was  to  tax  costs,  did  his  duty.  Again,  the  condition 
of  the  bond  was  that  he,  defendant,  "will  satisfy  such 
judgment  and  costs"  so  that  the  condition  of  the  bond 
did  not  limit  the  liability  of  the  defendant  to  only  such 
costs  as  should  be  taxed  against  the  Romanos  in  the 
district  court.  If  any  of  the  costs  sued  for  were  im- 
properly charged  such  fact  should  have  been  plead  before 
judgment  It  is  further  urged  against  the  petition  that 
it  does  not  show  that  the  costs  sued  for  have  not  been 
paid.  In  the  first  place  if  the  defendant  relied  on  pay- 
ment as  a  defense  to  this  action  he  should  have  plead 
it;  and  again,  we  think,  that  under  a  liberal  rule  of  con- 
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struction  the  petition  does  show  that  the  costs  sued  for 
had  not  been  paid,  because  the  petition  alleges  "that  a 
judgment,  with  costs"  was  duly  rendered  against  the 
Ronianos  and  that  the  same  "has  become  and  now  is 
absolute" ;  and  it  also  alleges  the  issuing  and  return  of 
an  execution  unsatisfied  on  such  judgment.  Now  when 
a  judgment  is  absolute  it  must  be  operative  and  effective 
and  this  allegation  in  the  petition  fairly  negatives  the 
fact  of  the  payment  of  such  judgment;  also  the  allegation 
of  the  return  of  the  execution  on  this  judgment  unsatisfied 
"in  whole  or  in  part"  negatives  the  idea  of  any  payment 
having  been  made  on  the  judgment  or  coats.  We  there- 
fore conclude  that  the  petition,  while  not  a  model  of 
concise  pleading,  is  yet  sufficient  to  sustain  the  judgment. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Pound  and  Sedgwick,  00.,  concur. 


Union  Stock  Yabds  National  Bank  v.  David  L.  Camp- 
bell. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,556. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.   3. 

Restoration  of  Depository  Fund.  A  depository  of  a  trust  fund  who 
parts  with  no  consideration  and  Is  not  misled  to  his  prejudice 
by  reason  of  the  deposit,  Is  bound  to  restore  the  fund  to  the  true 
owner  on  demand,  although  such  deposit  was  made  by  an  agent 
or  trustee  and,  until  such  demand,  the  depository  had  no  notice 
Of  Its  real  character. 

Eekob   from   the  district  court   for   Douglas   county. 
Tried  beiow  before  Keysob,  J.      Affirmed. 

Kennedy  £  Learned,  for  plaintiff  in  'error. 

Baldrige  &  DeBord  and  E.  E.  Baldrige,  contra. 
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Ames,  a 

The  facts  in  this  case  important  in  the  present  inquiry 
are  briefly  as  follows:  The  Campbell  Commission  Com- 
pany being  engaged  in  the  livestock  commission  business 
and  having  places  of  business  at  Omaha  and  Kansas  City, 
Ma,  W.  H.  Boyer  &  Company,  livestock  dealers  at 
Omaha,  shipped  to  the  commission  company  at  Kansas 
City  a  car  load  of  cattle  for  sale  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business.  The  Kansas  City  branch  received  and  sold 
the  cattle  and  received  for  them,  net  above  expenses  and 
commissions,  $937.40.  With  this  money  they  purchased 
from  a  Kansas  City  bank  a  cashier's  check  for  that 
amount,  payable  to  the  order  of  Boyer  &  Company,  and 
sent  the  same  by  mail  to  the  Omaha  branch,  where.it  ar- 
rived the  morning  of  Jnly  12.  At  that  time  the  com- 
mission company  was  doing  a  deposit  and  check  account 
business  with  the  plaintiff  in  error  the  Union  Stock  Yards 
National  Bank,  where  its  account  was,  and  for  several 
days  had  been  over-drawn  by  more  than  the  amount  of 
the  check.  Independently  of  the  check,  Boyer  &  Com- 
pany were  indebted  to  the  commission  company  in  the 
sum  of  (367.47.  At  the  suggestion  of  the  defendant  in 
error,  Campbell,  who  was  a  business  agent  of  the  latter 
company,  Boyer  &  Company  indorsed  and  delivered  the 
cashier's  check  to  it  and  received  in  lieu  thereof  its  check 
for  f569.93,  being  the  difference  between  the  cashier's 
check  and  the  amount  of  Boyer  &  Co.'s  indebtedness.  On 
the  morning  of  the  same  day  the  commission  company 
failed  and  went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  Appointed 
si  Kansas  City.  At  about  one  o'clock  the  cash  ier  of  the 
Omaha  bank  informed  Campbell  of  this  last  mentioned 
net,  and  demanded  of  him  the  deposit  of  all  funds  of 
the  commission  company  in  his  hands,  to  the  credVt  of 
its  account  with  the  bank.  In  compliance  with  this  de- 
mand Campbell  deposited  the  cashier's  check  which  was 
afterwards  collected,  but  which  was  insufficient  in  amount 
to  make  tip  the  over-draft,  and  the  bank  did  not  after- 
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wards  make  any  payment  to,  or  on  account  of  the  com- 
mission company.  Later  in  the  afternoon,  the  Boyer 
company  check  on  the  Omaha  bank  was  presented  for 
payment,  and  payment  refused  "for  want  of  funds." 
Afterwards  the  rights  and  claims  of  Boyer  &  Company 
arising  out  of  the  transaction  were  assigned,  together 
with  the  check,  to  the  defendant  in  error  who  brought 
the  action  thereon.  On  the  trial  Campbell  testified  over 
objection  and  exception,  that  at  and  before  the  above- 
mentioned  exchange  of  checks,  it  was  agreed  between  him 
and  Boyer  &  Company,  that  the  indebtedness  of  the 
latter  to  the  commission  company,  should  be  paid  out  of 
the  cashier's  check.  The  inference  sought  to  be  drawn 
from  this  testimony  is,  that  though  Boyer  &  Company,  by 
means  of  the  transaction,  parted  with  the  naked  legal  title 
to  the  check,  and  enabled  Campbell  to  make  such  use  of 
it  as  he  did  make,  yet  it  was  not  the  intent  of  the  parties 
that  the  funds  should  by  that  means  be  divested  of  their 
trust  character,  or  to  impair  the  right  of  Boyer  &  Com- 
pany to  pursue  them  as  in  other  cases.  The  trial  court 
drew  this  inference,  and  there  being  no  conflict  in  the 
evidence,  instructed  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
bank  brought  the  case  here  by  proceedings  in  error. 

After  some  hesitation,  we  have  adopted  the  view  of  the 
district  judge.  The  commission  company  were  authorized 
to  sell  the  cattle  and  receive  the  pay  for  them.  If  after 
having  so  done  they  had  deposited  the  funds  thus  derived 
in  the  Omaha  bank,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  under 
authority  of  Cody  v.  South  Omaha  National  Bank,  46 
Neb.,  756,  re-affirmed  in  49  Neb.,  125,  Boyer  &  Com- 
pany could  have  pursued  them  into  and  recovered  them 
from  the  depository.  It  is  equally  clear,  we  think,  that 
if  the  cashier's  check  had  been  made  payable  to  the  order 
of  the  commission  company  and  had  been  by  it  deposited 
in  the  Omaha  bank,  the  same  result  would  have  followed, 
because  the  fact  that  the  funds  were  changed  into  a  check- 
would  not  have  obscured  the  nature  of  the  transaction, 
or  have  prevented  their  being  traced  to  their  final  destina- 
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tioa.  Neither  does  such  obscurity  arise  from  the  fact 
that  the  check  was  made  payable  to  the  order  of  Buyer 
k  Company  and  by  them  indorsed  and  left  with  the 
commission  company  for  such  deposit,  after  the  former 
company  had  appropriated  a  part  of  the  proceeds  to  the 
payment  of  its  indebtedness  to  the  latter.  The  residue  of 
the  funds  was  still  the  property  of  Boyer  &  Company, 
sod  the  exchange  of  checks  was  merely  a  convenient 
means  of  enabling  them  to  settle  their  indebtedness,  and 
to  withdraw  from  the  commission  company  through  the 
bank,  the  balance  belonging  to  them.  The  above  quoted 
testimony  of  Campbell  was  not  inadmissible  because, 
among  other  reasons,  the  same  inference  would  have  been 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction  in  the  absence  of 
the  agreement  Under  circumstances  like  those  of  this  case, 
the  question  of  notice  to  the  bank  is  immaterial.  If  the 
bank  had  parted  with  value  or  extended  credit  upon  the 
faith  of  receiving  the  check,  made  payable  to  the  order 
of  Boyer  &  Company  and  indorsed  by  them,  a  new 
element  would  have  been  introduced  from  which  there 
might  have  been  important  consequences,  but  no  fact  of 
that  nature  is  pleaded  or  proved.  The  bank  is  in  no  worse 
condition  than  it  would  have  been  if  the  check  had  never 
been  indorsed  or  delivered  to  it  On  the  other  hand,  it 
is  better  off  by  the  amount  of  Boyer  &  Company's  pre- 
vious indebtedness  to  the  commission  company,  which  it 
was  enabled  to  retain  out  of  it  Under  such  circumstances 
it  is  not  entitled  to  retain  a  trust  fund  for  which  it  has 
parted  with  no  consideration,  and  to  which  it  has,  there- 
fore, acquired  no  right  Cody  v.  South  Omaha  National 
Bank,  supra;  Burtnett  v.  The  First  National  Bank  of 
Voranna,  38  Mich.,  630;  Davis  v.  The  Bank,  29  8.  W. 
Rep.  [Tex.] ,  926.  Such  seems  to  be  the  weight  of  authority 
both  in  this  country  and  in  England,  and  we  are  con- 
vinced that  it  rests  upon  sound  and  salutary  principles. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Dufvu  and  Albbrt,  CC,  concur. 

Atotbmbd. 
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Alexander  S.  Porter,  appellee,  v,  John  J.  Trompbn, 
Sheriff  of  Lancaster  County,  bt  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  10,558. 

CojumiuKiouer's  opinion.     Department  No.   L 

L  Execution:     Complicated    Title:     Refusal  or    Sheriff    to    Bell:     - 
Damages.    No  damage  appearing  to  have  been  sustained  and  tho 
trial  court  finding  that  the  complicated  condition  of  the  title  Jus- 
tified the  she  rift  in  refusing  to  sell  real  estate  levied  upon  by  ex- 
ecution, decree,  directing  sale  but  exonerating  sheriff,  upheld. 

2.  Awarding  Costs:  Discretion  or  Trial  Coubt.  In  other  actions  than 
those  in  which  costs  follow  of  course,  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
court  In  awarding  costs  will  not  be  interfered  with,  except 
where  facts  regularly  brought  before  this  court  show  abuse  of 
such  discretion. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.     Affirmed. 

Billingahy  &  Greene,  for  appellant,  Trompen. 

Waiter  J.  Lamb,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  originally  taken  by  a  number  of  de- 
fendants from  a  decree  rendered  in  favor  of  plaintiff  di- 
recting the  aale  in  a  certain  order  of  real  estate  which 
had  been  previously  levied  upon  by  the  defendant, 
sheriff.  May  29, 1896,  the  plaintiff  procured  an  execution 
from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county  against  Jona- 
than Chase,  Joseph  M.  Beardsley  and  Benjamin  A.  Gibson 
for  the  sum  of  $1,190.30  and  costs,  an  unpaid  remainder 
on  a  judgment  of  $15,100,  recovered  July  18,  1890,  by 
the  consideration  of  the  district  court  of  Douglas  county. 
This  execution  the  sheriff  proceeded  to  levy  upon  a  long 
list  of  lands  as  the  property  of  Benjamin  A.  Gibson,  and 
then  returned  the  execution  for  lack  of  time  to  sell. 
Plaintiff  then  procured  a  vend*  on  which  the  lands  were 
advertised  for  sale,  and  subsequently  the  vendi  was  re- 
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turned  for  the  following  reason  given:  "Having  been 
notified  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  a  mandate 
issued  by  the  supreme  court  restraining  the  sale  under 
the  judgment  on  which  this  writ  issued  of  the  property 
of  Benj.  A.  Gibson  I  herewith  return  this  writ  without 
offering  said  land  for  sale."  The  mandate  is  found  to 
have  contained  the  following:  "That  the  judgment  ren- 
dered by  yon  in  said  cause  be  modified  so  that  the  appel- 
lants shall  be  restrained  from  further  enforcing  the  execu- 
tion or  levy  thereof  against  the  property  of  Benjamin  A. 
Gibson  for  the  purpose  of  applying  the  proceeds  thereof  in 
satisfaction  of  the  balance  due  on  the  judgment  in  favor 
of  Alexander  8.  Porter  and  against  Benjamin  A.  Gibson, 
Jonathan  Chase  and  Joseph  M.  Beardsley,  and  as  thus 
modified  the  said  decree  be  affirmed  at  the  costs  of  the 
appellee." 

The  court  finds  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  have 
the  amount  due  on  the  vendi  made  out  of  the  property 
levied  upon,  and  that  the  sheriff  should  proceed  to  sell 
the  same  in  accordance  with  the  statute,  and  provides  the 
order  in  which  the  premises  should  be  sold.  The  court 
also  made  the  following  finding :  "And  the  court  further 
finds  that  by  reason  of  the  premises  and  the  foregoing 
facts  as  found  and  the  involved  condition  of  the  title  to 
the  said  several  tracts  of  land  and  the  claims  of  the 
defendants  and  cross-petitioners  respectively  made  against 
said  sale  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  a  personal 
judgment  against  the  defendant,  John  -T.  Trompen,  for  his 
refusal  to  sell  the  said  property  under  the  said  vendi  in 
his  hands  which  he  was  requested  by  the  plaintiff  to  do." 
Plaintiff  now  claims  the  court  should  have  given  him 
judgment  against  the  sheriff  for  the  amount  of  the  exe- 
cution and  the  costs  of  this  action. 

A  bill  of  exceptions  was  settled  by  the  appealing  de- 
fendants and  the  plaintiff,  but  the  sheriff  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  made  a  party  to  the  bill  of  exceptions,  and 
as  against  him  it  cannot  be  considered.  Indeed  it  is 
difficult  to  find  upon  what  basis  it  can  be  held  that  there 
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is  any  appeal  here  on  the  part  of  plaintiff.  A  careful 
examination  of  the  record  fails  to  reveal  any  sign  of  any 
cross-appeal  on  plaintiff's  part,  except  his  brief.  He 
seems,  however,  to  have  taken  exception  to  the  finding 
in  favor  of  defendant,  sheriff,  and  as  the  transcript  is 
here  perhaps  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  hare  the  case  con- 
sidered as  appealed  on  his  behalf  and  against  the  sheriff. 
He  is  not,  however,  entitled  to  have  the  bill  of  exceptions 
considered,  and  the  only  matter  that  need  be  examined  Is 
whether  the  findings  of  fact  made  by  the  conrt  when 
applied  to  the  pleadings  disclose  any  relief  to  which  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  and  show  a  right  of  recovery  on  his 
part 

The  findings  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  dispute  between 
the  plaintiff  and  the  sheriff  are  as  above  stated.  They 
establish  a  lien,  and  a  right  to  sell  property  on  the  part 
of  plaintiff.  It  is  manifestly  impossible  that  there  can 
have  been  any  disappearance  or  loss  of  property.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  findings  anywhere  to  indicate  any  loss 
of  value  or  that  the  property  had  not  enhanced  in  value 
during  the  time  that  the  plaintiff  was  required  to  wait. 
Neither  is  there  anything  to  indicate  that  the  property 
is  not  ample  to  discharge  the  execution  and  interest  . 
Plaintiff's  own  petition  is  in  the  alternative  for  either 
a  judgment  or  a  decree  such  as  was  rendered.  Probably 
the  fact  that  the  prayer  for  relief  is  in  the  alternative  and 
one  has  been  granted  would  not  warrant  the  refusal  at 
this  time  to  grant  the  other  also,  if  the  facts  set  out  in 
the  pleadings  and  found  by  the  court  would  warrant  it. 
Bliss,  Code  Pleading  [3d  ed.],  section  161.  But  they 
certainly  do  not.  The  facts  fonnd  by  the  court  do  not 
disclose  as  above  suggested  any  actual  loss  or  damage 
sustained  by  the  plaintiff  because  of  hie  delay  in  procur- 
ing the  sale  of  the  property. 

Plaintiff  strenuously  insists  that  he  is  entitled  to  costs 
at  all  events  as  against  the  sheriff.  Costs  in  an  action 
of  this  kind  seem  to  be  placed  by  the  statute  in  the  dis- 
cretionary control  of  the  court.     This  does  not  seem  to 
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be  one  of  the  actions  mentioned  in  section  620  of  the 
fVwle  of  Civil  Procedure,  in  which  costs  are  allowed  of 
course  upon  a  recovery  by  plaintiff.  It  is  rather  one  of 
those  "other  actions"  mentioned  in  section  623  of  the  Code, 
in  which  the  court  may  award  and  tax  costs  as  "in  its 
discretion  it  may  think  right  and  equitable."  The  facts 
in  this  case  and  upon  which  the  trial  court  acted  are 
not  before  us,  and  we  are  without  any  means  of  determin- 
ing that  the  action  of  the  trial  court  was  not  just  and 
equitable,  and,  of  course,  in  the  absence  of  any  contrary 
showing,  its  correctness  must  be  presumed. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kiekpateick,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


John  Schmdck  v.  Coba  Beta  Hill. 

FILED  NOVEMBER  20.  1901.     No.  10,565. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Libel:  Sufficiency  of  Publication.  While  the  sending  of  a  libel- 
ous letter  to  the  person  defamed  does  not  amount  to  publication 
thereof,  where  the  sender  so  addresses  It  that  in  ordinary  course 
It  will  reach  a  third  person,  and  as  a  natural  result  it  does  reach 
and  Its  contents  became  known  to  such  third  person,  there  Is  a 
sufficient  publication. 

t.  Libel:  Sufficiency  of  Publication.  Hence  where  a  libelous  letter 
concerning  plaintiff  was  sent  tiy  mall  addressed  to  plaintiff's  em- 
ployer and  plaintiff  jointly,  and  delivered  at  her  employer's  shop, 
where  It  was  found  by  plaintiff  and  turned  over  unopened  to  her 
employer,  who  read  it,  held  that  there  was  a  publication. 

J.   libel:     LIABILITY  FOR   PUFPI.Tl-ATIONS    SUBSEQUENT   TO  FlBST.      One   Who 

'  puts  a  libel  In  circulation  is  liable  for  any  subsequent  publications 
which  are  the  natural  consequence  of  his  act. 

4.  Witnesses:  Objection  to  Questions:  Br  What  Judbed.  An  objec- 
tion to  a  Question  propounded  to  a  witness  Is  to  be  Judged  by  the 
question  itself  and  Its  relation  to  the  then  state  of  the  case. 

i.  Evidence  of  Handwriting:  Samples  Obtained  by  Duress  or  Fraud: 
Proof.  If  writings  offered  as  evidence  of  handwriting  are  ad- 
mitted by  a  party  to  be  his,  but  he  claims  that  their  form  la  the 
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result  of  duress  or  fraud,  the  proper  course  Is  to  show  such  lkct 
for  the  purpose  of  affecting  their  weight 

6.  Expert  Witnesses:    Competency:    Discretion  or  Cotmr.     The  com- 

petency of  expert  witnesses  Is  a  question  largely  within  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  trial  court,  and  Its  rulings  thereon  will  not  be 
reversed  unless  clearly  erroneous  as  a  matter  of  law. 

7.  Appeal  and  Error:   Ihbtbuction  as  to  Legal  Con  sequences  of  Ceb- 

tain  Facts:  Cobbectnebs.  An  instruction  which  merely  points 
out  the  legal  consequence  of  certain  facte,  of  which  there  Is  evi- 
dence, In  case  the  Jury  find  them  to  be  established.  Is  not  er- 
roneous. 

8.  Several  Causes  of  Action:   Vkbdict  Upon  Back:    Vaijditt.    Where 

several  causes  of  action  are  set  up  In  the  petition  a  separate  ver- 
dict upon  each  is  not  Improper. 

9.  Preponderance  of  Evidence:    Rule  Nor  Changed  Undeb  Cebtaib 

Facts.  The  rule  that  a  plaintiff  In  a  civil  action  Is  only  re- 
quired to  prove  his  case  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  la 
not  altered  by  the  fact  that  the  acts  charged  upon  the  defend- 
ant are  highly  discreditable  or  even  criminal. 

10.  Appeal  and  Error:    Evidence.     Evidence  examined,  and  held  to 

sustain  the  verdict. 

Erroe  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.  Tried 
below  before  Stui-l,  J.     Affirmed. 

E.  O.  Krettinger,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Easlett  6  Jack,  eontra. 

Pound,  O. 

Cora  Bell  Hill,  hereinafter  styled  plaintiff,  sued  John 
Schmuck,  hereinafter  referred  to  as  defendant,  upon  four 
causes  of  actiou,  two  for  libel  by  reason  of  a  letter  alleged 
to  have  been  sent  and  published  to  her  sister  and  employer, 
Grace  Hill,  and  a  similar  libelous  communication  posted 
upon  a  telephone  pole  in  front  of  the  post-office  in  the 
city  of  Beatrice,  and  two  for  slander.  The  trial  resulted 
in  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  plaintiff,  from  which  error 
is  now  prosecuted. 

The  letter  which  is  the  basis  of  the  first  cause  of  action 
was  sent  by  mail  addressed  to  "Ms.  Grass  Hill,  Cora  Hill" 
at  the  business  address  of  plaintiff's  employer.    The  post- 


VOL.  2]  SEPTEMBER  TERM,  1901.  81 

flohmuck  v.  Hill. 

man  delivered  the  letter  by  placing  it  under  the  door, 
where  it  was  found  by  plaintiff  and  by  her  delivered  un- 
opened to  her  sister  who  opened  it  and  became  acquainted 
with  its  contents.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  urged 
on  behalf  of  the  defendant  that  there  was  no  publication 
by  him  but  that  the  letter  having  been  first  found  by  plain- 
tiff and  by  her  turned  over  to  her  sister,  plaintiff  and 
not  defendant  gave  it  publicity.  It  is  undoubtedly  true 
that  sending  a  libelous  letter  to  the  person  defamed  does 
not  amount  to  publication  thereof.  On  the  other  band, 
where  the  sender  so  addresses  it  that  in  ordinary  course 
it  will  reach  a  third  person,  and,  as  a  natural  result  of 
the  way  in  which  it  is  sent  or  addressed  it  does  reach 
and  its  contents  become  known  to  such  third  person,  there 
is  a  sufficient  publication.  Thus,  in  Delacroix  v.  Tftevenot, 
2  Stark.  [Eng.],  63,  a  libelous  letter  addressed  to  the 
plaintiff  was  received,  opened,  and  read  by  Ms  clerk  in 
the  regular  course  of  his  employment  It  was  shown  that 
the  defendant  knew  that  the  clerk  habitually  .opened 
letters  addressed  to  plaintiff  unless  marked  "private." 
This  was  considered  evidence  of  intention  that  the  letter 
should  be  read  by  a  third  person  and  the  defendant  was 
held  liable.  In  Seip  v.  Deakler,  170  Pa.  St,  334,  a  libelous 
letter  addressed  to  plaintiff  was  opened  and  read  by  her 
agent  who  had  charge  of  her  business  correspondence, 
and  had  reason  to  suppose  the  letter  related  to  her  busi- 
ness. It  was  held  that  there  was  a  publication.  In  the 
case  at  bar,  the  letter  was  addressed  to  a  third  person 
as  well  as  to  the  plaintiff,  at  the  third  person's  place  of 
business,  and  it  appears  that  defendant  knew  that  such 
third  person  was  the  plaintiff's  employer.  Moreover  the 
name  of  the  employer  stood  first  in  the  address.  It  would 
seem  clear  that  he  intended  the  employer  to  see  and  read 
the  libelous  communication,  and  that  plaintiff's  handing 
the  letter  unopened  to  her  was  an  ordinary  and  natural 
result  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  addressed  and  the 
known  relation  of  the  addressees  to  each  other.  But  it 
ma/  be  observed  further  that  in  any  case  plaintiff's  siBter 
10 
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as  one  of  the  joint  addressees  had  a  right  to  see  and  read 
a  letter  which  had  come  to  her  shop  through  the  mails 
and  hence  handing  it  to  her  was  not  a  voluntary  publica- 
tion by  plaintiff  but  a  necessary  result  of  the  manner 
In  which  defendant  sent  and  addressed  it  The  same  state 
of  facts  was  presented  in  Fonville  v.  M'Neasc,  Dudley, 
Law  [S.  Car.],  303,  and  it  was  held  that  if  the  other 
addressee  read  the  letter  or  required  the  plaintiff  to  turn 
it  over  there  would  be  a  publication. 

An  assignment  of  error  which  has  been  pressed  strongly 
relates  to  the  ruling  of  the  trial  court  upon  certain  ques- 
tions asked  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  letter  and  its  contents  became  known  to  the  public 
and  to  the  citizens  of  Beatrice.  Of  course,  if  the  libel 
was  republished  and  given  currency  by  plaintiff  herself, 
defendant  would  not  be  liable  for  the  resulting  damage. 
On  the  other  hand,  one  who  publishes  a  libel  is  liable  for 
any  subsequent  publications  which  are  the  natural  result 
of  his  act  It  was  alleged  in  the  petition  that  the  libel 
had  been  seen  and  read  by  the  public  and  had  gained 
publicity,  and  so  far  as  the  court  could  judge  from  the 
pleadings  and  the  questions  themselves,  the  evidence 
called  for  was  proper.  An  objection  to  a  question  pro- 
pounded to  a  witness  must  be  judged  by  the  question  itself 
and  its  relation  to  the  then  state  of  the  ease.  If  the 
answer  was  unresponsive  and  improper,  it  might  have 
been  stricken  out.  If  the  subsequent  course  of  the  testi- 
mony showed  that  the  plaintiff  and  not  the  defendant  was 
responsible  for  the  republications,  a  request  for  an  in- 
struction that  defendant  was  not  liable  therefor  would 
have  been  proper.  But  the  court  had  to  rule  on  the  ques- 
tions themselves,  and  they  were  not  objectionable  on  their 
face.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Fox,  60  Neb.,  531,  552.  A 
similar  question  is  presented  by  the  rulings  of  the  court 
upon  certain  envelopes  written  upon  by  defendant  and 
received  as  evidence  of  his  handwriting.  He  admitted 
that  the  writing  on  these  envelopes  was  his;  but  it  is 
claimed  that  in  ignorance  of  his  rights  he  was  induced  oi 
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compelled  to  write  npon  them  by  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney  during  criminal  proceedings  growing  out 
of  the  transaction,  and  that  he  was  deceived  into  copying 
or  endeavoring  to  copy  and  imitate  the  address  on  the 
envelope  containing  the  libel  in  question.  As  he  himself 
testified  before  the  writings  were  offered  that  they  were 
his,  the  court  properly  admitted  them.  If  they  were  ob- 
tained by  duress  or  fraud,  the  proper  course  was  to  show 
such  fact  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  their  weight  us 
evidence.  This  was  done,  and  in  view  of  defendant's  testi- 
mony as  to  where  and  how  they  were  written  it  was  for 
the  jury  to  settle  their  evidential  value. 

Objection  is  also  made  to  the  testimony  of  certain  wit- 
nesses as  experts  in  handwriting.  One  of  these  had  seen 
the  defendant  write  and  knew  his  writing  independent 
of  his  expert  qualifications.  The  qualifications  of  the 
other  witness  complained  of  were  not  extensive.  But  the 
competency  of  expert  witnesses  is  a  question  largely  with- 
in the  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  and  its  rulings  thereon 
will  not  be  reversed  unless  clearly  erroneous  as  a  matter 
of  law.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Fox,  60  Neb.,  531.  There 
was  sufficient  foundation  laid  so  that  we  cannot  say  the 
testimony  was  absolutely  incompetent 

Several  instructions  given  by  the  court  are  excepted 
to  as  assuming  facts  in  issue.  We  do  not  think  any  of 
them  fairly  open  to  this  objection.  Each  of  them  is  clearly 
conditioned  upon  the  jury  finding  the  facts  on  which  the 
rules  announced  are  stated  to  depend.  There  was  evidence 
of  these  several  facts,  and  the  instructions  merely  pointed 
out  their  legal  consequences  in  case  the  jury  found  them 
to  be  established.  The  other  instruction  criticised  was 
not  complained  of  in  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  and  is 
not  reviewable.  By  direction  of  the  court,  the  jury  made 
a  separate  finding  and  assessment  of  damages  upon  each 
cause  of  action.  We  think  this  was  not  only  not  improper, 
bnt  eminently  favorable  to  defendant,  and  no  reason  has 
been  soggested  for  believing  that  it  could  have  prejudiced 
him  or  his  cause  in  any  way.  2  Thompson,  Trials,  sec- 
tion 2640. 
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Finally  it  is  urged  that  the  verdict  on  the  flrst  two 
causes  of  action  is  contrary  to  the  evidence,  and  in  this 
connection  we  are  asked,  in  view  of  the  highly  discredit- 
able nature  of  the  acts  charged  upon  the  defendant  and 
the  fact  that  they  involve  two  criminal  offenses,  to  hold 
that  they  must  be  fastened  upon  him  conclusively  by  the 
evidence.  It  is  fundamental  that  a  plaintiff  in  a  civil 
action  is  only  required  to  prove  his  case  by  a  preponder- 
ance of  the  evidence.  Where  a  party  seeks  to  impeach  or 
to  vary  the  usual  meaning  of  his  own  formal  acts,  or  to 
impeach  the  solemn  certificate  of  an  officer,  it  may  be 
that  more  is  required  to  make  out  a  preponderance  of 
the  evidence  than  in  other  cases.  But  the  ordinary  rule 
is  not  altered  because  the  acts  alleged  against  the  defend- 
ant are  discreditable  or  even  criminal.  We  have  gone 
over  the  evidence  on  each  cause  of  action  and  find  it  ample 
to  sustain  the  verdict.  Indeed,  we  have  been  impressed 
that  defendant  had  an  unusually  fair  and  dispassionate 
trial  in  view  of  the  gross  indecency  of  the  libel  and  the 
wanton  and  malicious  manner  in  which  it  was  posted 
in  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  spots  in  the  city  of 
Beatrice.  In  justice  to  the  plaintiff,  however,  we  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  give  it  further  currency  by  diacussing 
the  evidence  in  detail. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


NfcLLIB  WOODABD  V.  BLOODGOOD  H.  CUTTBB. 

Filed  Noybmbkb  20,  1601.    No.  10,568. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  S. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Eeboh  Not  in  Motion  fob  New  Trial  Nor  Peti- 
tion in  Ebbor.  Thia  court  will  not,  (n  an  error  proceeding,  re- 
verse a  case  where  the  error  alleged  waa  neither  presented  to 
the  court  below  In  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  nor  assigned  u 
error  In  the  petition  filed  In  this  court. 
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t.  Depositions:  Objections — When  to  be  Hade.  Objections  to  deposi- 
tions other  than  (or  incompetency  or  Irrelevancy  must  be  pre- 
sented to  the  court  before  the  commencement  of  the  trial. 

Ebror  from  the  district  court  for  Dawes  county.  Tried 
below  before  Westovbr,  J.    Affirmed. 

Allen  G.  Fisher,  for  plaintiff  in  .error. 

Albert  W.  Oritea,  contra. 

DUFFIB,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  on  lot 
six  (6),  block  eighteen  (18),  in  the  city  of  Chadron,  Ne- 
braska. The  petition  is  in  the  usual  form,  and  a  decree 
is  prayed  for  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  and  against 
the  defendants  who  were  personally  liable  upon  the  note 
for  any  deficiency. 

Upon  the  trial  it  was  stipulated  that  the  question  of 
liability  for  a  deficiency  should  be  postponed  as  against 
all  parties  except  the  plaintiff  in  error.  No  written 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  filed  by  the  plaintiff  in  error, 
but  the  bill  of  exceptions  contains  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  which  was  evidently  dictated  to  the  reporter  and 
counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  makes  the  claim  in  his  brief 
that  this  was  done  under  an  agreement  of  the  parties  and 
by  leave  of  court  Without  now  determining  whether  the 
provision  of  our  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  requiring  plead- 
ings to  be  in  writing,  may  be  waived  by  the  parties,  we 
will  proceed  to  determine  the  case  as  though  a  motion 
for  a  new  trial  had  -been  regularly  filed.  The  motion 
contained  five  assignments  of  error  as  follows:  First. 
Errors  in  law  occurring  at  the  trial  duly  excepted  to. 
Second.  Error  in  the  amount  of  the  assessment  of  the 
decree.  Third.  The  court  erred  in  the  admission  of  evi- 
dence for  the  defendant's  timely  objection.  Fourth.  The 
petition  of  the  plaintiff  fails  to  state  a  cause  of  action 
against  the  defendants.  Fifth.  The  petition  of  the  plain- 
tiff with  defendant's  reply  failed  to  show  the  plaintiff 
entitled  to  anv  relief  against  the  defendants. 
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It  is  now  insisted  that  the  decree  is  not  supported  by 
the  evidence,  in  that  there  was  no  evidence  offered  to  sup- 
port the  allegation  of  the  petition  "that  no  action  at  law 
has  ever  been  brought  in  any  court  for  the  recovery  of 
said  promissory  note  and  mortgage  deed."  Neither  the 
petition  in  error  filed  in  this  court,  nor  the  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  assign  as  error  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence 
to  support  the  decree,  and  we  can  consider  no  error  of 
the  district  court  not  assigned  as  such  in  the  petition  in 
error. 

It  is  further  urged  that  the  district  court  erred  in 
admitting  in  evidence  the  deposition  of  Bloodgood  H. 
Cutter.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  deposition  should 
have  been  suppressed  if  timely  objections  had  been  made 
thereto  by  written  objections  filed  in  the  district  court 
The  record  before  us  fails  to  show  that  any  written  objec- 
tions were  made  to  the  deposition  and  our  statute  is  plain 
that  "no  exception  other  than  for  incompetency  or  irre- 
levency  shall  be  regarded,  unless  made  and  filed  before 
the  commencement  of  the  trial."  Code  of  Civil  Proced- 
ure, section  390. 

We  discover  no  reversible  error  in  the  record  and  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court  be 
Hfflrmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC.,  concur. 

Affibmed. 


T.  L.  Peterson  v.  Estate  of  Margaret  Peterson,  Insane, 
et  AL. 
Filed  November  20,  1901.     No.  10,570. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 
Appeal   and   Error:    Conflicting  Evidence.     The  Judgment  of  a  dis- 
trict court  will  not  be  disturbed  where  the  evidence  was  conflict- 
ing, if  the  record  discloses  sufficient  competent  evidence  to  sup- 
port such  judgment. 

Kurdr  from  the  district  court  for  Dixon  county.    Tried 
below  before  Evans,  J.     Affirmed. 
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McNish  £  Oleson  and  A.  E.  Barnes,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

/.  J.  McCarthy,  contra, 

DrFFIE,   C. 

This  action  waa  instituted  to  recover  the  sum  of  $2,793.50 
from  the  estate  of  Margaret  Peterson,  an  insane  person, 
and  J.  A.  Seagren  as  guardian.  The  petition  alleges 
that  one  John  E.  Larson  who  was  formerly  guardian  of 
the  person  and  estate  of  the  said  Margaret  Peterson, 
by  means  of  threats  and  false  representations,  obtained 
from  the  plaintiff  the  money  which  it  is  sought  to  recover 
by  this  action.  It  is  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  is  illiterate 
and  unable  to  read  or  understand  the  English  language 
and  ignorant  of  his  legal  rights;  that  Larson,  after  his 
appointment,  represented  and  said  to  him  that  unless 
the  money  was  paid  over,  the  plaintiff  would  be  thrust 
into  jail  and  imprisoned;  that  the  money  belonged  to 
xaid  Larson  as  guardian,  and  unless  delivered  and  paid 
over  to  him,  said  money  and  all  money  belonging  to 
the  plaintiff  would  be  taken  from  him;  that  tbe  court 
had  ordered  him  to  take  that  amount  of  money  from 
plaintiff,  and  that  the  order  of  the  court  must  be  com- 
plied with  in  order  to  save  trouble  to  the  plaintiff ;  that 
the  money  so  taken  was  the  absolute  property  of  the  plain- 
tiff; that  the  representations  made  by  the  guardian  were 
false  and  untrue  in  every  particular,  as  he  well  knew ; 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not  receive  any  consideration  what- 
ever for  the  money  so  turned  over  to  the  guardian,  nor 
did  he  give  any  part  of  said  sum  to  the  guardian  as  a 
gift  or  donation  of  the  estate  for  which  he  was  acting, 
but  ■delivered  the  same  in  ignorance  of  his  rights  and 
in  consequence  of  the  fraudulent  representations  and  the 
threats  made  by  the  said  guardian. 

The  answer  admits  that  the  defendant,  Seagren,  is  the 
duly  appointed  and  acting  guardian  of  Margaret  Peter- 
aon, insane,  and  that  said  Margaret  Peterson  is  the  wife  of 
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the  plaintiff,  T.  L.  Peterson.  Further  it  is  alleged  that 
at  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  John  E.  Larson  as 
guardian,  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife,  Margaret  Peterson, 
owned  a  homestead  in  Dixon  county,  Nebraska,  and  no 
other  property;  and  being  desirous  of  selling  said  home- 
stead, and  in  order  to  properly  protect  the  rights  of  Mar- 
garet Peterson  and  to  properly  convey  said  homestead, 
a  guardian  was  appointed  for  her.  That  after  the  ap- 
pointment of  said  Larson  as  guardian,  and  after  the  sale 
and  conveyance  of  the  homestead,  the  plaintiff  voluntarily 
paid  to  Larson,  as  guardian,  the  sum  of  f  1,830  in  notes 
for  Margaret  Peterson's  interest  in  the  homestead.  The 
case  was  tried  to  the  court  which  filed  its  findings  of  fact 
and  conclusions  of  law.  The  first,  sixth  and  eighth  find- 
ings of  fact  by  the  court  are  the  only  ones  that  need  to 
he  considered  and  are  as  follows: 

"First  The  court  finds  that  Margaret  Peterson  was  in 
due  form  of  law  adjudged  to  be  insane  and  was  placed 
under  guardianship,  and  that  at  the  time  of  such  adjudica- 
tion and  the  appointment  of  a  guardian  for  the  said  Mar- 
garet Peterson,  the  claimant  and  plaintiff  herein,  T.  L. 
Peterson,  had  in  his  possession  and  under  his  control, 
$5,000  which  was  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  which  had 
l>een  occupied  by  the  said  Margaret  Peterson  and  T.  L. 
Peterson  as  their  homestead,  the  said  parties  being  hus- 
band and  wife,  and  the  title  to  which  had  been  in  said 
T.  L.  Peterson." 

"Sixth.  The  court  further  finds  that  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  said  John  E.  Larson  as  guardian  of  the  estate 
and  person  of  the  said  Margaret  Peterson,  the  said  guard- 
ian requested  the  said  T.  L.  Peterson  to  give  him,  the  said 
guardian,  one-third  of  hie,  Peterson's,  estate  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  his  wife,  Margaret  Peterson,  and  that  in 
compliance  therewith,  the  said  T.  L.  Peterson  did  turn 
over  to  the  said  guardian,  the  sum  of  $1,830  composed 
of  cash  and  notes.  That  there  was  an  agreement  between 
the  said  guardian  and  the  plaintiff,  T.  L.  Peterson,  that 
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the  said  Peterson  should  have  the  care  and  control  of 
the  person  of  the  said  Margaret  Peterson,  and  that  for 
such  care  he  should  receive  all  the  interest  and  profit 
arising  out  of  her  estate." 

"Eighth.  And  the  court  further  finds  that  at  the  time 
the  request  for  money  was  made,  neither  T.  L.  Peterson 
nor  the  said  John  E.  Larson  knew  what  the  legal  rights 
of  the  parties  were  in  the  premises  and  that  there  was 
no  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  said  John  E.  Larson." 

As  conclusions  of  law,  the  court  found  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  not  entitled  to  recover  and  judgment  was  entered 
accordingly. 

It  is  urged  by  the  plaintiff  in  error  that  there  was  no 
evidence  whatever  to  support  the  findings  of  the  district 
mart,  that  a  part  of  the  land  sold  waB  the  homestead 
of  Peterson  and  wife.  Conceding  this  to  be  true,  we  can- 
not  see  that  it  makes  any  difference  in  the  legal  aspect 
of  the  case.  That  Peterson's  wife  was  insane  is  undis- 
puted; that  Peterson  was  legally  liable  for  her  support 
cannot  be  controverted.  While  there  was  no  legal  way  of 
compelling  Peterson  to  set  aside  any  part  of  his  money 
for  the  support  of  his  wife,  or  to  place  it  in  the  hands 
of  her  guardian  for  that  purpose,  he  had  the  right  to  do 
so  if  he  chose.  Whether  he  did  so  willingly  or  from  fear 
induced  by  threats  used  by  Larson  was  the  controverted 
question  in  the  case.  Larson's  testimony  is  plain  and  ex- 
plicit that  no  threats  were  used,  and  to  our  minds  the 
evidence  in  favor  of  the  findings  of  the  court  preponder- 
ates, and  it  certainly  is  sufficient  to  support  the  findings. 
All  of  the  witnesses  who  testified  upon  the  trial  were 
apparently  but  little  acquainted  with  the  English  language 
and  we  confess  that  we  have  been  troubled  to  ascertain 
the  full  meaning  of  all  that  was  said.  In  this  respect 
the  record  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition ;  but  this 
is  only  another  reason  why  we  should  refuse  to  interfere 
with  the  findings  of  the  court  who  heard  and  saw  the  wit- 
nesses and  who  had  a  better  opportunity  of  arriving  at 
their  meaning  than  we  can  have  from  the  record  before  us. 
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We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  tie  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Caroline  Davidson,  Executrix,  and  Special  Adminis- 
tratrix of  the  Estate  of  Gustaf  Davidson,  De- 
ceased, v.  Andrew  Davidson  bt  al. 

Filed  November  20,  1901.    No.  11.88b. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Wills:    Contest:    Declarations  or  Txstatob  Subsequent  to  Marino 

Will.  Mere  declarations  of  a  testator  subsequently  to  toe  execu- 
tion of  a  will  are  not  evidence.  In  a  contest  of  the  will  on  toe  sole 
ground  of  undue  Influence,  of  any  fact  a*  to  the  existence  of  such 
Influence  stated  In  them. 

2.  Wills:  Contest:     Declarations  or  Testator  Prior  to  Marino  Wlu.: 

When  Not  Admissible.  In  the  absence  of  Independent  proof  of 
undue  influence  where  the  sole  Issue  Is  as  to  Its  existence,  such 
declarations  are  not  admissible  for  any  purpose. 

S.  Wills:  Contest:  Res  Qibtm.  A  conversation  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  after  the  execution  of  a  will,  between  the  testator  and  a 
subscribing  witness  In  the  absence  of  the  other  subscribing  wit- 
ness who  drew  It  and  In  a  different  building  from  the  one  where 
It  was  made,  which  conversation  refers  to  the  will  as  already 
made  and  contemplates  Its  continued  existence,  Is  not  admis- 
sible as  part  of  the  ret  gettas. 

4.  Wills:  Contest:  Admissibility  of  Evidence  Under  Recital  in 
Will.  A  recital  In  a  will  offered  for  probate  does  not  warrant 
the  admission  of  evidence,  which  is  otherwise  Inadmissible 
under  section  329  of  the  Code,  merely  In  order  to  contradict  such 

E.  Wills:  Instruction  Prejudicial.  An  Instruction  In  effect  to  And 
for  contestants,  if  the  testator  made  the  will  only  to  keep  peace 
In  the  family,  held  prejudicial  error,  the  only  Issue  being  as  to 
undue  Influence. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Phelps  county.    Tried 
below  before  Adams,  J.    Reversed. 
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A.  J.  Shafer  and  H.  M.  Sinclair,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

It  cannot  be  proved  as  direct  evidence  of  coercion  or 
undue  influence  that  the  testator  after  executing  his  will 
stated  that  in  some  particular  respect  it  did  not  contain 
his  intention.  1  Underbill,  Wills,  section  161;  Gwin  v. 
Gtrin,  48  Pac.  Rep.  [Idaho],  295;  Todd  v.  Fenton,  66  Iud., 
25;  Earring  v.  .4  Hi  to,  25  Mich.,  505;  In  re  Storer,  28  Minn., 
9;  In  re  Bess'  Will,  48  Minn.,  504;  In  re  Merriman's 
Appeal,  108  Mich.,  154;  In  re  Calkins,  112  Cal.,  296;  Pern- 
berton's  Case.  40  5).  J.  Eq.,  520;  Middlcditch  v.  Williams, 

45  N.  J.  Eq.,  726 ;  Tl  hitman  v.  Morey,  63  N.  H.,  448 ;  Hill  v. 
Bahms,  158  III.,  314;  Doherty  v.  Gilmore,  136  Mo.,  414; 
Cudney  v.  Cutlney,  «8  N.  Y.,  148 ;  Herster  v.  Herster;  122 
Pa.  St.,  239;  Kaufman  v.  Caughntan,  27  S.  E.  Rep.  [8. 
Car.],  16;  Richar&xon  v.  Richardson,  35  Vt.,  238;  Chad- 
dick  v.  Haley,  81  Tex.,  617;  Kirkpatrick  v.  Jenkins,  96 
Tenn.,  85;  Marx  t.  McGlynn,  88  N.  Y.,  357;  Mooney  v. 
Olson,  22  Kan.,  OS. 

What  a  person  wiid  "recently  after"  or  "recently  before*' 
mating  a  will  6V«b  not  become  a  part  of  the  res  gexta: 
The  test  is:  doaw  it  (the  main  fact  and  the  declaration) 
constitute  one  ^entinuouB  transaction?     Collins  v.  State, 

46  Neb.,  37;  '/und  v.  Inhabitants  of  Tyngsborough,  9 
Cush.  [Mass.],  36;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Baier,  37  Neb., 
235;  Waldele  v.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  95  N.  Y.,  274 ; 
Commonwealth  v.  Hackett,  2  Allen  [Mass.],  136;  Rock- 
well v.  Taylor,  il  Conn.,  55 ;  Tilson  v.  TerwUHger,  56  N. 
Y.,  273;  Leah:]/  v.  Cass  Ave.  &  F.  Q.  R.  Co.,  97  Mo.,  163; 
People  v.  Law,  100  Cal.,  379;  Cleveland  C.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Vara,  26  OWo  St.,  185;  Tennis  v.  Inter-State  C.  R.  I.  R. 
Co.,  45  Kaii..  503 ;  Pennsylvania,  R.  Co.  v.  Lyons,  129  Pa, 
St.,  113;  People  v.  Dewey,  2  Idaho,  79;  Louisville,  N.  A. 
&  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Buck,  116  Ind.,  566. 

The  re»  gestas  ordinarily  does  not  go  from  the  place 
There  the  main  act  took  place;  and  never  where  the 
main  act  was  completed  before  the  principal  actors  go 
from  the  place  where  it  occurred.  Mutcha  v.  Pierce, 
49  Wis.,   231;  Durkee  v.    Central   P.   R.   Co.,   69   Cal., 
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533;  Cashing  v.  Willard,  11  Gray  [Mass.],  247;  Rhutasel 
v,  Stephens,  68  la.,  627;  Goff  v.  Sloughten,  78  Wis., 
106;  Merkle  v.  Township  of  Burlington,  58  Mich., 
156;  Ohio  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Stein,  133  Ind.,  243;  Common- 
wealth v.  Harwood,  4  Gray  [Mass.],  41;  People  v.  Lane 
100  Cal.,  379;  The  T.  &  H.  Pueblo  Building  Co.  v.  Klein,  5 
Colo.  App.,  348;  Shoecraft  v.  State,  137  Ind.,  443;  Brad- 
berry  v.  State,  22  Tex.  App.,  273;  State  v.  Martin,  124 
Mo.,  514. 

If  the  surrounding  acts  or  declarations  will  not  har- 
monize with  the  act  in  question  so  as  to  make  a  com- 
posite whole,  they  are  inadmissible.  Gillett,  Indirect 
and  Collateral  Evidence,  section  243;  Lund  v.  In- 
habitants of  Tyngsborough,  9  Cush.  [Mass.],  36;  Tihon 
v.  Terwilligcr,  56  N.  Y.,  273 ;  Moore  v.  Mvacham , 
10  N.  Y.,  207;  Miller  v.  State,  8  Gill.  [Md.],  141;  Equitable 
M.  A.  Association  v.  McCluskey,  1  Colo.  App.,  473;  fJvos 
v.  Tuttle,  3  Conn.,  247;  State  v.  Dougherty,  17  Nev.,  376; 
People  v.  Dewey,  2  Idaho,  79. 

A  testator  cannot  revoke  his  will  by  parol  under  section 
132,  chapter  23,  Compiled  Statutes.  This  statute  was 
binding  on  the  testator,  regardless  of  what  his  iiiteutious 
were  or  might  have  been  in  respect  thereto  and  also  binding 
on  every  one  else,  at  least  every  one  connected  with  this 
lawsuit.  1  Stimson,  American  Statute  Law,  section  2672; 
Blanchard  v.  Blanclutrd,  32  Vt.,  62;  Mundy  v.  Mundy,  15 
N.  J.  Eq.,  290 ;  Clingan  v.  Mitchcltrec,  31  Pa.  St.  25 ;  Good- 
sell's  Appeal,  55  Conn.,  171 ;  Taylor  v.  Pegram,  151  111. ,106; 
Graham  v.  Burch,  47  Minn.,  171;  Ladd's  Will,  60  Wis., 
187;  Gains  v.  Gains,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  [Ky.],  190;  Hise  v. 
Fincher,  10  Ired.  Law  [N.  Car.],  139;  Slaughter  v. 
Stephens,  81  Ala.,  418;  Kent  v.  Maluiffey,  10  Ohio  St.,  204; 
Jones  v.  Moscley,  40  Miss.,  261;  Wittman  v.  Goodlmnd, 
26  Md.,  95 ;  Kennedy  v.  (J pshaw,  64  Tex.,  412 ;  Delafreld 
v.  Parish,  25  N.  Y.,  9 ;  Perjue  v.  Perjue,  4  la.,  520. 

J.  L.  McPhcely  and  Hall  <&  Reed,  contra. 

The  declarations  of  the  deceased  were  admissable  at 
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showing  the  state  of  his  mind  in  so  far  as  this  was  ma- 
terial to  the  issue  of  amine  influence.  Barbour  v.  Moore, 
4  App.  Cas.  [D.  C],  535;  Mooney  v.  Olsen,  22  Kan.,  67; 
Waterman  v.  Whitney,  11  N.  Y.,  157 ;  Shatter  v.  Bumstead, 
99  Mass.,  112 ;  Woerner,  American  Law  of  Administration, 
section  225 ;  Bindman  v.  Van  Dyke,  153  Pa.  St.,  243 ;  Bush 
v.  Delano,  71  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  628;  Beaubien  v.  Cicotte, 
12  Mich.,  459;  Homes  v.  Eayden,  95  Mich.,  at  page  340; 
27  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  Law  [list  ed.],  505 ;  Earring  v.  Allen, 
25  Mich.,  at  page  508;  Collins  v.  State,  46  Neb.,  37. 

The  declaration,  to  be  a  part  of  the  res  gestae,  need  not 
be  coincident  in  point  of  fact  with  the  main  fact  proved. 
It  is  enongh  that  the  two  are  so  closely  connected  that 
the  declaration  can,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  affairs,  be 
said  to  be  a  spontaneous  explanation  of  the  real  cause. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Baier,  37  Neb.,  235;  Bradner, 
Evidence,  346;  Rockwell  v.  Taylor,  41  Conn.,  55;  Tilson 
p.  Tertcilliger,  66  N.  T.,  273 ;  Commonwealth  v.  Hackett, 
2  Allen  [Mass.],  136;  1  Greenleaf,  Evidence,  108;  Bradner, 
Evidence,  342 ;  Commonwealth  v.  Mullen,  150  Mass.,  394 ; 
Keyes  v.  State,  122  Ind.,  527;  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v. 
Lyons,  129  Pa.  St.,  113 ;  Rains  v.  State,  88  Ala.,  91 ;  People 
p.  O'Neill,  112  N.  Y.,  355;  Bradner,  Evidence,  345;  Wood- 
bury v.  Woodbury,  5  N.  E.  Rep.  [Mass.],  275;  Parsons 
v.  Parsons,  21  N.  JV.  Rep.  [la.],  570. 

An  instruction  to  the  jury  that  to  set  aside  a  will  be- 
cause of  undue  influence,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  cir- 
cumstances of  its  execution  are  inconsistent  with  any 
other  hypothesis  than  snch  undue  influence,  is  erroneous. 
Qay  v.  Oillilan,  92  Mo.,  250. 

Hastings,  G. 

This  case  is  much  simplified  by  the  fact  that  the  con- 
testants of  the  will  put  their  case  on  the  sole  ground  that 
the  will  of  Gustaf  T>avidssn,  propounded  by  his  widow 
and  her  children,  was  the  result  of  undue  influence  on  her 
and  their  part  It  is  conceded  that  the  burden  of  proof 
in  upon  the  contestants,  children  by  a  former  wife,  to 
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establish  such  undue  influence.  It  is  contended  by  the 
plaintiff  in  error,  proponent  of  the  will  below,  that  there 
is  no  competent  evidence  to  sustain  the  finding  of  the  jury 
in  favor  of  contestants.  It  is  also  contended  that  there 
were  certain  errors  in  the  admission  and  rejection  of  tes- 
timony, and  in  the  instructions  of  the  court 

Gustaf  Davidson  on  June  25,  1890,  eight  and  one-half 
years  before  his  death,  being  then  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
Phelps  county,  about  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  accompanied 
by  a  friend  named  Worden,  appeared  at  the  office  of  P.  O, 
Hedlund,  of  Holdrege,  a  lawyer  and  banker,  and  procured 
a  will  to  be  drawn  up.  He  signed  it  and  procured  its 
signature  by  Worden  and  Hedlund,  bequeathing  all  his 
property  after  the  payment  of  his  debts  to  his  wife  and 
his  nine  children  by  her,  giving  to  the  wife  possession  of 
all  the  property,  the  same  not  to  be  divided  or  distributed 
in  her  lifetime.  She  was  to  have  full  control  of  it  without 
bond  except  that  she  could  convert  it.  into  money,  only  so 
fax  as  might  be  necessary  to  provide  for  herself  and  the 
children  while  they  should  remain  at  home.  Any  of  the 
children  leaving  home  were  to  forfeit  all  claim  of  support 
from  the  property  and  the  property  was  not  to  be  divided 
until  the  wife  should  die  or  remarry.  The  will  contained  a 
proviso,  as  follows:  "Third.  I  hereby  totally  disinherit 
the  following  named,  my  children  with  my  former  wife, 
viz. :  Andrew,  Christine,  Emily  and  John.  I  do  this  from 
no  ill-will  but  from  the  fact  that  each  of  them  is  quite 
comfortably  situated  and  I  have  given  to  each  of  them 
all  substantial  assistance  to  which  I  deem  them  entitled 
and  I  hereby  direct  that  they  shall  receive  nothing  from 
the  property  of  which  I  may  be  possessed  at  my  death." 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  of  the  subscribing  wit 
ueas,  Hedlund,  that  the  will  was  dictated  either  by  the 
testator  himself  or  by  Worden ;  that  testator  fully  under 
stood  it;  that  its  provisions  were  discussed,  and  that  it 
was  made  as  he  desired  to  have  it.  The  other  subscribing 
witness,  Worden,  testifies  to  the  execution  of  the  will; 
that  it  may  have  been  read  over  to  the  testator,  bnt  he 
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thinks  not,  and  he  thinks  twenty  minutes,  possibly  fifteen 
minutes,  after  they  left  the  bank,  in  a  stairway  leading 
to  Worden's  room,  the  testator  said  to  him : 

"  'Mr.  Worden,  one  of  my  children  is  so  close  to  me  as 
another,  and  what  I  have  told  you  I  want  yon  to  remember, 
and  do  what  I  ask  of  you.'  Mr.  Davidson  wanted  me,  if 
I  lived  longer  than  he  did,  to  see  that  all  his  children 
had  justice  and  rights,  because  one  was  the  same  as  the 
other.  *  •  *  He  stuck  to  it  at  all  times;  he  wanted  all 
to  have  the  same — one  child  the  same  as  another,  •  •  * 
He  said  that  the  will  was  made  to  keep  peace  in  his  family ; 
he  said  a  great  deal  about  one  of  his  boys,  and  that  was 
the  oldest  one  by  the  second  wife,  Albert ;  this  son  caused 
a  great  deal  of  hardness  between  him  and  his  wife.  He 
said  then  that  this  will  was  made  to  try  and  live  in  peace, 
anyway,  and  if  I  died  before  he  did,  then  they  might  fight 
it  out  *  *  *  It  was  a  will  on  paper,  but  it  was  not 
his  intention ;  it  was  not  his  heart's  desire  by  any  means. 
*  *  *  That  is  was  not  his  wishes — not  his  heart's  wishes 
— that  he  had  made  that  will.  *  *  *  It  was  to  keep 
peace  in  the  family." 

It  appears  that  this  witness  could  not  understand  the 
Swedish  language,  and  the  testator  by  preference  used 
that  language  and  usually  spoke  in  it  when  talking  with 
Swedes,  and  the  other  subscribing  witness,  Hedlund,  was 
of  that  nationality.  It  also  appears  that  Worden  was 
totally  deaf  in  his  left  ear  and  partly  so  in  the  right.  One 
witness,  Renquiflt,  relates  of  testator's  staying  over  night 
with  him  on  one  occasion,  in  1897,  and  at  that  time  he  com- 
plained a  good  deal  of  his  relations  with  his  family;  he 
said  if  he  had  $1,000  he  would  never  go  to  stay  with  them 
again  for  he  could  not  stand  the  pressure,  and  that  "when. 
he  left  my  house  he  would  go  right  to  Holdrege  and  get 
his  divorce,  for  he  couldn't  stand  it  any  longer."  The 
same  witness  relates  a  subsequent  conversation  at  David- 
son's house,  where  he  complained  of  his  oldest  son  by  the, 
second  wife,  Albert,  carrying  away  property  given  him  by 
his  mother.    Testator  then  said,  as  stated  by  the  witness, 
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"that  when  Albert  drove  away  he  told  the  old  lady  that 
he  didn't  want  to  see  that  any  more;  that  they  shall  not 
give  one  of  the  children  any  more  than  the  rest  of  them; 
they  should  leave  the  property  the  way  it  is  until  after 
our  death,  then  all  shall  have  equal  share.  All  our  chil- 
dren shall  have  an  equal  share."  Renquist's  wife  testifies 
to  a  similar  conversation,  except  that  her  statement  in- 
dicates Davidson  spoke  of  "my  children,"  instead  of  "our 
children."  A  son-in-law,  Carlson,  testifies  to  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  between  the  testator  and  his  wife  in  reference 
to  the  conveyance  of  a  farm  to  the  son,  Albert,  in  the  year 
1895,  but  relates  absolutely  nothing  with  reference  to  any 
will.  Some  hundreds  of  pages  of  evidence  were  taken 
from  forty-three  witnesses  sworn,  but  the  only  direct 
reference  to  the  will,  the  only  testimony  tending  in  any 
way  to  establish  any  endeavor  on  the  part  of  the  bene- 
ficiaries to  induce  the  making  of  this  will,  has  been  stated. 
The  rest  of  the  contestants'  evidence  relates  to  the  general 
management  of  the  business  of  the  farm,  and  indicates  a 
general  participation  in  it  on  the  part  of  the  entire  family, 
especially  the  wife,  with  some  disagreements,  but  on  the 
whole  a  decided  authority  and  control  on  the  part  of  the 
testator  down  to  the  end  of  his  life.  The  family  of  testator 
at  the  time  of  making  the  will  consisted  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters  by  a  former  wife,  all  of  whom  were  married 
and  settled  in  his  neighborhood.  There  was  also  his  wife 
and  present  widow,  the  proponent,  Caroline  Davidson,  and 
her  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  expressly  named  in  the 
will  and  of  whom  the  three  youngest  were  then  aged  seven, 
six  and  three  years  respectively.  As  before  stated  he  was 
then  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and  Mr.  Hedlund  states  was 
not  robust  It  appears  that  for  many  years  he  had  done 
very  little  work  on  the  farm  himself  but  "went  around 
and  looked  after  it"  A  witness  testifies  that  about  two 
years  before  his  death  he  came  to  witness'  office  in 
Holdrege  and  asked  to  get  some  writing  done  and  was 
asked  if  it  was  a  will,  and  replied,  "No,  I  have  one."  Dur- 
ing his  last  illness,  his  physician,  Dr.  Sundbui-y,  informed 
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him  of  his  critical  situation  and  told  him  -if  his  business 
affairs  were  not  arranged  he  had  better  "straighten  them 
np.M  **He  just  stated  that  his  affairs  were  all  right" 
This  was  in  December,  1898,  and  he  died  January  11, 1899. 

The  court  at  the  trial  gave  an  instruction,  No.  14,  to 
which  no  exception  was  taken.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
a  will  can  not  be  set  aside  by  the  declarations  of  the  tes- 
tator alone,  that  such  evidence  was  not  admitted  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  undue  influence,  but  the  condition  of 
testator's  mind.  If  the  jury  found  the  declarations  had 
been  made  they  might  be  considered  together  with  the 
other  evidence  to  corroborate  other  proof,  but  were  not 
sufficient  of  themselves  to  sustain  the  charge  of  undue 
influence.  Applying  this  doctrine  to  the  case  it  certainly 
seems  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  undue  influence  here. 
There  are  two  things  and  no  more  in  this  case  to  which 
appeal  can  be  made.  One,  the  declarations  of  the  testator, 
and  the  other  the  disinheriting  of  the  older  children.  It 
cannot  be  said  that  the  latter  action  on  the  part  of  an  old 
man  with  a  young  family  and  a  wife,  whose  business 
ability,  at  all  events,  is  nnquestioned,  is  so  unreasonable 
as  to  call  for  explanation.  If  one  was  needed  it  seems 
to  be  fonnd  in  an  almost  morbid  desire  that  the  property 
he  had  accumulated  should  be  kept  together.  That  he 
should  provide  for  its  remaining  together  during  the 
mother's  lifetime  and  go  to  provide  for  his  young  family 
in  preference  to  the  self-dependent  children  is  not  a  eir- 
sumstance  which  can  be  allowed  weight  as  independent 
proof  of  coercion. 

The  declarations  of  the  testator  to  the  witness,  Worden, 
can  not  be  held  admissible  as  res  gestte.  They  were 
evidently  no  part  of  the  making  of  the  will.  They  occurred 
at  a  different  place,  in  the  absence  of  the  other  subscribing 
witness,  and  after  the  complete  execution  of  the  instru- 
ment and  as  far  as  they  go  recognize  it  as  already  made. 
The  declarations  are  of  no  more  force  than  if  made  at 
any  subsequent  time,  except  as  their  nearness  to  the 
time  of  making  the  will  makes  their  application  to  it 
11 
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more  vivid.  They  are  no  more  a  part  of  the  transaction  of 
making  the  will  than  if  made  the  next  day,  or  for  that 
matter  the  next  year.  It  seems  to  have  been  error,  there- 
fore, to  characterize  these  declarations  made  a  short  time 
after  the  completion  of  the  will  as  a  part  of  the  res  gesttr. 

Many  distinguished  writers  have  regretted  that  English 
and  American  law  does  not  allow  the  statements  of  de- 
ceased persons  of  good  credit  as  to  matters  within  their 
knowledge  and  as  to  which  they  had  no  motive  to  falsify  to 
be  given  in  evidence  to  establish  the  truth  of  the  thing 
stated.  It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  any  good  authority 
for  so  doing  can  be  cited  from  the  courts  and  certainly  none 
is  disclosed  by  the  able  and  exhaustive  briefs  of  counsel 
in  this  case.  It  seems  clear  therefore  that,  at  the  very 
utmost,  these  declarations  of  the  testator  were  only  ad- 
missible for  the  purpose  of  disclosing  the  state  of  his 
mind  thus  shortly  after  making  the  will.  That  is,  they 
could  be  used  if  there  was  independent  proof  of  coercion 
to  show  that  the  action  of  making  the  will  was  influenced 
by  such  coercion.  They  are  no  proof  of  such  coercion 
itself  nor  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  that  the  object 
was  to  keep  peace  in  the  family.  As  before  stated,  with- 
out these  declarations  there  is  absolutely  no  proof  of 
coercion  or  undue  influence.  All  of  the  other  evidence 
is  fully  as  compatible  with  the  hypothesis  that  the  will 
was  not  desired  by  the  proponent,  but  was  reluctantly 
accepted  by  her  instead  of  the  immediate  assistance  to  her 
sons,  which  there  is  some  indication  that  she  desired. 
There  being  no  independent  evidence 'of  undue  influence 
the  admission  of  these  declarations  was  error.  The  per- 
emptory instruction  for  a  verdict  asked  by  plaintiff  should 
have  been  given. 

It  would  seem  also  that  the  learned  trial  court  erred 
in  permitting  the  contesting  sons  and  daughters  to  tes- 
tify as  to  what  they  had  received  from  their  father.  Sec- 
tion 329  of  the  Code  provides  that  no  one  having  a  direct 
legal  interest  in  an  action  against  a  representative  of  a 
deceased  person  shall  testify  to  any  transactions  with' 
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deceased  unless  his  evidence  or  that  of  some  witness  as 
to  such  transactions  lias  heen  introduced  by  the  opposing 
party.  The  evidence  was  admitted  and  is  sought  to  be 
justified  as  contradicting  the  recital  in  the  will.  This 
recital  was  apparently  deemed  by  the  learned  trial  court 
to  be  equivalent  to  evidence  of  the  deceased.  It  does  not 
seem  possible  to  so  regard  it.  Contestants  are  denying 
this  is  testator's  will,  and  claiming  it  was  the  result  of 
coercion.  Until  it  shall  he  established  as  such  will  it  is  no 
more  than  a  claim  and  is  do  more  proof  of  its  recitals  than 
is  the  petition  for  its  probate. 

Instruction  No.  12,  asked  by  the  contestants  and  given 
by  the  court,  seems  somewhat  too  broad  and  liable  to  be 
prejudicial,  especially  in  view  of  the  admission  of  tes- 
tator's declarations.  It  is  in  effect  that  if  the  testator 
made  the  wilt  only  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  peace  in 
the  family  the  verdict  should  be  for  contestants.  This 
can  hardly  be  ttie  law.  Keeping  peace  in  one's  family 
can  scarcely  be  an  unlawful  or  immoral  object.  There 
would  seem  to  be  no  legal  objection  to  testator  de- 
rising  his  properly  for  that  sole  purpose  if  he  deliberately 
concludes  of  his  own  free  will  that  such  is  his  best  policy. 
Of  course,  he  must  not  have  been  coerced  into  making  it. 
The  peace  which  alone  it  is  sought  to  restore  must  not  have 
been  broken  in  order  to  force  the  making  of  such  a  will, 
hot  the  peace  of  a  family  is  often  disturbed  over  other 
matters  than  willB.  The  right  to  freely  dispose  of  one's 
properly  must  include  the  right  to  do  so  in  such  a  way 
as  to  maintain  family  peace  and  even  the  making  of  that 
one's  sole  object.  In  this  case,  if  the  wife  was  insisting, 
as  was  her  right,  upon  present  help  being  given  to  these 
maturing  sons,  why  might  not  the  father  instead  of  yield- 
ing to  her  wishes,  make  this  will?  If  he  did  it  without 
solicitation  or  request  from  her  and  at  his  suggestion 
she  accepted  it  as  a  substitute  for  her  real  wish,  what 
possible  objection  could  be  urged  against  it?  Would  it 
make  any  difference  that  his  sole  motive  was  desire  to 
escape  from  the  importunity  for  immediate  assistance, 
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provided  that  such  importunity  had  been  raised  with  no 
such  ohject  in  view? 

It  is  asked  that  this  court  reinstate  the  probate  of  the 
will  allowed  by  the  county  court  and  enter  final  judgment 
in  this  cause.  This  request  is  based  upon  section  594  of  the 
Code  providing  for  such  judgment  to  be  rendered  here  as 
the  trial  court  should  have  rendered,  or  that  the  cause 
be  remanded.  Without  at  this  time  indicating  what 
power  this  court  has  to  enter  a  judgment  without  at  least 
a  formal  verdict,  in  a  jury  case,  where  there  has  been  no 
waiver  of  a  jury  trial,  it  would  seem  that  justice  requires 
that  contestants,  if  they  desire,  be  permitted  an  oppor- 
tunity to  present  their  evidence  in  accordance  with  the 
views  herein  expressed. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  fur- 
ther proceedings. 

Day  and  Kibkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


W.  S.  FlSK,  APPELLEE,  V.  MAEY  K.  OSGOOD  ET  AL.,  APPEL- 
LANTS, et  al.,  Impleaded  with  Sabah  M.  Weight  et 
al.;  appellees. 

Filed  Novxhbeb  20,  1801.    No.  11.B7B. 
Commissioner's)  opinion.     Department  No.   1. 

L  Courts:  Nunc  Pro  Tunc  Order:  Authority  of  Courts  to  Grant. 
The  authority  ol  courts  both  of  law  and  equity  to  enter  Judgment 
or  decree  nunc  pro  tunc,  Is  an  Inherent  power.  Van  Etten  v. 
Test,  49  Neb.,  725,  followed. 

2.  Change  of  Journal  Entry  After  Approval:  Validity.  Etrery 
change  made  by  the  clerk  In  a  journal  entry,  previously  approved 
by  the  court,  Is  void  unless  made  In  pursuance  of  section  601  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Johnson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stubbs,  J,    Reversed, 
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Daniel  F.  Osgood  and  S.  P.  Davidson,  for  appellants. 

Keiligar  &  Ferneau  and  Hugh  La  Master,  contra. 

Day,  0. 

W.  B.  Fiat  bronght  thia  Bait  in  the  district  court  for 
Johnson  county  against  Mary  K.  Osgood  and  Daniel  P. 
Osgood  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  on  the  east  half  of  lots  4 
and  5  in  block  8  of  Kershaw's  addition  to  the  city  of 
Tecnmseh.  The  county  of  Johnson  and  Sarah  M.  Wright 
were  also  made  parties  defendants.  The  county  answered 
setting  up  its  lien  for  delinquent  and  unpaid  taxes  for  sev- 
eral years  on  the  east  half  of  lots  3,  4  and  5  of  said  block. 
Sarah  M.  Wright  answered  and  set  up  by  way  of  cross- 
petition  a  prior  mortgage  upon  the  east  half  of  lots  3,  4  and 
5.  Defenses  were  interposed  by  the  Osgoods.  The  cause 
was  tried  to  the  court,  whose  findings,  so  far  as  tbey  are 
pertinent  to  the  questions  presented  by  this  appeal,  are  as 
follows :  "There  is  due  the  county  of  Johnson  on  the  tax 
lien  set  up  in  the  cross-petition  the  sum  of  $194.62,  which 
is  a  first  lien  on  the  premises  described  in  plaintiff's 
petition.  *  *  *  There  is  due  the  defendant,  Sarah  M. 
Wright,  *  *  •  the  sum  of  $113.33;  •  *  *  that  in 
order  to  secure  the  payment  of  said  note,  the  defendant, 
D.  P.  Osgood  *  *  *  executed  and  delivered  a  mortgage 
upon  the  premises  described  in  plaintiff's  petition,  *  .  *  • 
and  that  the  same  is  a  second  lien  upon  said  premises  sub- 
ject and  inferior  to  the  lien  of  the  county;  *  *  *  that 
there  is  due  the  plaintiff  on  the  note  set  up  in  the  petition 
the  sum  of  $630.62 ;  *  *  *  that  the  Osgoods  executed 
and  delivered"  a  mortgage  on  the  premises  described  in 
the  petition.  On  these  findings  the  court  decreed  that 
unless  the  said  sums  were  paid  by  the  Osgoods  within 
twenty  days  their  equity  of  redemption  be  foreclosed  on 
said  premises  to-wit:  "The  east  one-half  of  lots  4  and  5 
in  block  8  of  Kershaw's  addition  •  •  *  shall  be  sold." 
An  appeal  from  this  decree  was  taken  by  Mary  K.  Osgood 
and  affirmed  in  this  court,  being  reported  in  58  Neb.,  486. 
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After  certifying  the  transcript  of  the  record  on  that 
appeal,  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  apparently  without 
the  knowledge  of  any  of  the  parties  to  the  action  or  the 
court,  took  the  liberty  of  interpolating,  in  that  portion  of 
the  decree  ordering  a  sale,  the  word  and  figure  "three  (3)" 
in  the  description  of  the  property,  thus  making  the  decree 
read,  the  east  one-half  of  lots  3,  4  and  5,  instead  of  the 
east  one-half  of  lots  4  and  5.  An  order  of  sale  was  there- 
upon issued  to  the  sheriff  describing  the  property  to  be 
sold  as  the  east  one-half  of  lots  3,  4  and  5,  and  under  this 
order  of  sale  the  said  premises  were  sold  to  the  plaintiff. 

Mary  K.  Osgood  filed  objections  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  sale,  the  basis  of  the  objection  being  that  the  sale  was 
of  the  east  half  of  lots  3,  4  and  5,  whereas  the  decree,  as 
entered,  did  not  include  or  create  a  lien  upon  the  east 
half  of  lot  3.  Before  the  objections  to  the  confirmation 
were  heard,  the  plaintiff  filed  a  motion  for  a  nunc  pro  tunc 
entry  of  decree,  and  upon  hearing  evidence  as  to  the 
original  decree,  the  court  found  that  the  decree  as  pro- 
nounced on  January  31,  1896,  covered  and  included  the 
east  half  of  lots  3,  4  and  5  in  block  8,  and  that  it  was  not 
recorded  as  rendered,  bnt  by  inadvertence  the  east  one- 
half  of  lot  3  was  omitted  in  the  description  of  the  prop- 
erty ordered  to  be  sold  by  the  decree.  The  court  thereupon 
ordered  that  the  journal  entry  be  amended  as  of  date 
January  31, 1896,  to  read  as  follows:  "It  is  therefore  con- 
sidered, ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  by  the  court  thai 
unless  the  defendants,  D.  P.  Osgood  and  Mary  K.  Osgood, 
shall  within  twenty  days  from  the  entry  hereof  pay  *  *  » 
the  defendants',  Mary  K.  Osgood's  and  Daniel  F.  Osgood's, 
equity  of  redemption  be  foreclosed  on  said  premises  to-wit : 
The  east  half  of  lots  3,  4  and  5  in  block  8  *  *  •  shall 
be  sold."  As  a  part  of  the  same  order,  the  court  overruled 
the  objections  to  the  confirmation  and  confirmed  the  sale. 
From  this  order  of  confirmation  and  from  the  nunc  pro 
turn  decree,  Mary  K.  Osgood  appeals. 

The  rule  is  well  established  that  courts  have  inherent 
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power  to  make  a  nunc  pro  tunc  order.  If  a  judgment  in 
fact  was  rendered,  if  an  order  was  made  and  such  judg- 
ment or  such  order  be  not  properly  recorded,  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  court  at  any  time  afterwards,  in  a  proper 
proceeding  and  upon  a  proper  showing  to  render  nunc  pro 
tunc  the  judgment  or  order  actually  made.  Van  Etten 
v.  Test,  49  Neb.,  725;  Belkin  v.  Rhodes,  76  Mo.,  643; 
Gibson  v.  Chouteau's  Heirs,  45  Mo.,  171;  Wachsmuth  v. 
Orient  Ins.  Co.,  49  Neb.,  590. 

We  think  it  is  clear  from  the  entire  record  that  the 
nunc  pro  tunc  decree  is  wroug,  as  it  gives  the  plaintiff  a 
lien  upon  the  east  one-half  of  lot  3,  whereas  his  mortgage 
did  not  include  lot  3.  The  plaintiff  had  no  Hen  .upon  this 
lot  and  it  should  not  have  been  sold  to  satisfy  his  mort- 
gage. It  is  apparent  that  what  was  intended  was  to  create 
a  first  lien  in  favor  of  the  county  upon  lots  3,  4  and  5  and 
a  second  lien  upon  the  same  property  in  favor  of  Sarah 
M.  Wright,  and  a  third  lien  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  upon 
Iota  4  and  5.  The  decree  should  have  made  suitable  pro- 
visions for  the  appraisement  and  sale  of  lot  3  and  the 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof  separate 
from  the  sale  of  lots  4  and  5.  There  is  some  uncertainty 
as  to  the  time  when  the  change  was  made  in  the  decree, 
but  not  aa  to  the  mode.  It  was  made  by  the  clerk  without 
notice  to  the  parties  and  without  direction  of  the' court. 
The  clerk  testified  on  the  hearing  that  he  made  the  change 
within  a  few  days  after  the  entering  of  the  original  decree; 
that  was  on  January  31,  1896,  and,  yet,  on  June  17,  1896, 
the  same  clerk  certified  the  record  of  the  case  to  this  court, 
in  which  the  decree  was  recited  as  it  had  first  been  spread 
on  the  journal;  that  was  the  decree  before  this  court  and 
which  was  by  this  court- affirmed. 

Section  604  of  the  Code  provides  as  follows :  "The  pro- 
ceedings to  correct  mistakes  or  omissions  of  the  clerk,  or 
irregularity  in  obtaining  a  judgment  or  order,  shall  be  by 
motion,  upon  reasonable  notice  to  the  adverse  party  or  his 
attorney  in  the  action."    Any  change  or  correction  in  the 
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journal  as  approved  by  the  clerk  otherwise  than  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  this  provision  of  the  statutes 
is  void.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  order  of 
the  district  court  entering  the  nunc  pro  tuna  decree  be 
reversed  and  that  the  order  confirming  the  sale  be  reversed 
at  the  costs  of  the  plaintiff,  commencing  with  the  issuance 
of  the  order  of  sale;  that  plaintiff  have  permission  to 
apply  for  a  nunc  pro  tunc  order  correcting  the  decree  and 
findings  entered  January  31,  1896,  to  conform  to  the  facts 
found,  and  that  a  reappraiaement  and  sale  be  ordered. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  re- 
versed and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

Hastings  and  Kibkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


The  First  National  Bank  of  Hastings,  Nebraska,  t. 
The  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Platte  Center, 
Nebraska,  et  at,. 

Filed  November  20.  1901.     No.  13,049. 
Commies  I  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  8. 

1.  Blectlon  to  Plead  Over:    Effect.     Having  elected  to  plead   over 

plaintiff  cannot  open  up  for  review  the  order  of  the  court  In 
sustaining  a  demurrer  to  his  petition. 

2.  Bale  When  Amended  Petition  la  Filed.    This  waiver  also  attaches 

to  an  amended  petition  which  is  filed  after  demurrer  and  which 
Is  similar  in  all  material  respects  to.  and  contains  no  averments 
different  from  those  contained  In  the  original  petition. 

3.  Bills  and  Notes:    Indorsement  "Fob  Collection":    Notice.     An  in- 

dorsement of  a  draft  to  a  hank  "for  collection"  la  notice  to  sub- 
sequent holders  that  the  Indorsee  Is  agent  and  not  owner  of  the 
draft 

4.  "The  Law  of  the  Case":    Definition  and  Application.     "The  law 

of  the  case"  Is  a  rule  of  expediency  which  should  not  be  lightly 
disregarded,  hut  it  should  be  restricted  to  such  questions  as  have 
been  presented  to,  and  decided  by.  this  court  at  the  former  hear- 
ing of  the  same  case  and  those  necessarily  Involved  in  such  de- 
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dalon  and  should  not  apply  to  a  mare  expression  of  opinion  1b 
regard  to  matters  not  actually  Involved  In  the  decision,  nor 
should  It  apply  to  questions  referred  to  l>y  Intimation  only  and 
not  determined. 


i  from  the  district  court  for  Platte  county.    Tried 
below  before  Grimison,  J.     Affirmed. 

J.  B.  Cessna,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

The  indorsements  of  a  check  by  a  payee  may  be  said 
ordinarily  to  be  a  guarantee  of  the  genuineness  of  the  in- 
dorsements theretofore  on  the  paper.  People's  Bank  v. 
Franklin  Bank,  12  S.  W.  Rep.  [Tenn.],  716,  3  Am.  &  Eng. 
Ency.  Law,  223,  225;  Turnbull  v.  Bowyer,  40  N.  Y.,  456; 
Susgvehana  Bank  v.  Loomis,  39  Am.  Rep.  [N.  Y.],  652; 
White  v.  Continental  National  Bank,  64  N.  Y.,  316. 

By  adding  "for  collection"  or  "on  account"  to  the 
indorsement,  a  bank  simply  restricts  the  negotiability  of 
a  draft  and  does  not  relieve  itself  from  its  warranty  that 
the  payee's  indorsement  Is  genuine.  First  National  Bank 
of  Belmont  v.  First  National  Bank  of  Barnesville,  50  N.  E. 
Sep.  [Ohio],  at  pages  724,  725;  Northwestern  National 
Bank  of  Chicago  v.  Bank  of  Commerce,  17  S.  W.  Rep. 
[Mo.],  982-984;  Rhodes  v.  Jenkins,  31  Pac.  Kep.  [Colo.], 
491;  First  National  Bank  of  Crawfordsville  v.  Indiana 
National  Bank,  30  >".  B.  Rep.  [Ind.],  808;  Indiana  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Lafayette  v.  First  National  Bank,  36  N.  E. 
Rep.  [Ind.],  382,  383;  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Daven- 
port v.  City  National  Bank,  82  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  464; 
First  National  Bank  of  Chicago  v.  Northwestern  National 
Bank,  29  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ill-],  884;  Rossi  v.  National  Bank 
of  Commerce,  71  Mo.  App.,  150 ;  National  Bank  of  North 
America  v.  Bangs,  106  Mass.,  441;  Star  Fire  Ins.  Go.  v. 
New  Hampshire  National  Bank,  60  N.  H.,  442;  Wilson  v. 
Smith,  3  How.  [U.  S.],  763;  Birmingham  National  Bank 
v.  Bradley,  15  Bo.  Rep.  [Ala.],  440;  Sweeney  v.  Easter, 
1  Wall.   [U.  S.],  166. 

A  plaintiff  having  paid  money  on  a  draft  upon  which 
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there  was  a  forged  indorsement  can  recover  back  from 
a  bank  which  had  received  said  draft  for  collection  on 
account  for  money  had  and  received,  or  for  money  paid  by 
mistake.  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Davenport  v.  City 
National  Bank,  82  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  464;  Bank  of  Com- 
merce v.  Union  Bank,  3  N.  Y.,  230;  Bank  of  Orleans  v. 
Smith,  3  Hill  [N.  Y.],  560;  Canal  Bank  v.  Bank  of  Albany, 
1  Hill  [N.  Y.],  287;  National  Bank  of  North  America  v. 
Bangs,  106  Mass.,  441;  People  v.  Bank  of  North  America, 
76  N.  Y.,  547;  Birmingham  National  Bank  v.  Bradley,  15 
So.  Rep.  [Ala.],  440-444;  Levy  v.  First  National  Bank,  27 
Neb.,  557,  43  N.  W.  Rep.,  354 ;  Vagliano  Brothers  v.  Bank, 
23  q.  B.  Div.  [Eng.],  243;  Irving  Bank  v.  Wetherald,  36 
N.  Y.,  335;  Espy  v.  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  18  Wall.  [U. 
9.1,604. 

Honey  paid  by  the  drawee  to  an  innocent  holder  upon 
a  forged  indorsement  may  be  recovered  back.  4  Am. 
&  Eng.  Ency.  Law  [2d  ed.],  501,  502  and  note;  Espy 
v.  Cincinnati  Bank,  18  Wall.  [TJ.  8.],  604;  First 
National  Bank  v.  Northwestern  National  Bank,  38  N.  E. 
Rep.  [111.],  739;  McKleroy  v.  Southern  Bank,  74  Am. 
Dec.  [Ky.],  438;  Third  National  Bank  of  St.  Louis  v. 
Allen,  59  Mo.,  310;  Canal  Bank  v.  Bank  of  Albany,  1  Hill 
[N.  Y.],  287;  Chambers  v.  Union  National .  Bank,  78 
Pa.  St,  205. 

The  indorsement  of  the  United  States  National  Bank, 
although  not  a  passing  of  title  was  an  assurance  of  title 
and  right  to  collect,  and  was,  therefore,  a  guarantee  of 
the  previous  signaturea  Tannatt  v.  Rocky  Mountain 
National  Bank,  9  Am.  Rep.  [Colo.],  157;  Morgan  v.  Ber- 
gen, 3  Neb.,  209;  Sturdevant  v.  Bull,  8  Am.  Rep.  [Me.], 
409;  Fiske  v.  Eldridge,  12  Gray  [Mass.],  474. 

If  indorser  signs  merely  his  own  name,  he  will  be  per- 
sonally liable,  even  though  he  appears  in  the  body  of 
the  instruments  as  acting  as  agent  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency. 
Law  [2d  ed.],  1044;  Bank  of  Qenesee  v.  Paichin  Bank, 
19  N.  Y.,  312. 

Some  authorities  hold  the  title  does  not  pass  by  in- 
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dorsement  for  collection  or  on  account,  that  such  indorsee 
is  agent  of  the  first;  that  transfer  is  no  guarantee  of  pre- 
vious signatures;  and  that,  if  agent  pays  over  funds  be- 
fore notice,  the  remedy  is  against  the  principal  alone. 
Vnited  States  v.  American  Exchange  National  Bank,  70 
Fed.  Rep.,  232;  Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  v.  Arm- 
strong, 148  U.  S.,  50;  White  v.  National  Bank,  102  V.  8., 
9GS;-Sweeney  v.  Easter,  1  Wall.  [U.  S.],  166;  Welts,  Fargo 
tf  Co.  v.  United  States,  45  Fed.  Rep.,  337;  National  Park 
Bank  v.  Seaboard  Bank,  20  N.  E.  Rep.  [N.  Y.],  632; 
United  States  National  Bank  v.  National  Park  Bank,  13 
N.  T.  Supp.,  411;  United  States  National  Bank  v.  Na- 
tional Park  Bank,  29  N.  E.  Rep.  [N.  Y.],  1028. 

Upon  a  second  trial  of  a  cause  the  court  will  examine 
the  whole  record  including  its  opinion  to  see  what  ques- 
tions have  been  presented  by  the  pleadings  on  the  first 
trial  and  necessarily  decided  or  necessarily  involved  and 
will  apply  the  law  of  the  case.  MoKinlay  v.  Tuttlv, 
42  Oal.,  571 ;  Troup  v.  Horbach,  53  Neb.,  795,  78  N.  W. 
Sep.,  286;  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Trust  Co.  v.  Clark, 
60  Neb.,  406,  83  N.  W.  Rep.,  202;  Motley  v.  Motley; 
60  Neb.,  593,  83  N.  W.  Rep.,  830;  State  v.  Omaha 
National  Bank,  60  Neb.,  232,  82  N.  W.  Rep.,  850;  Lilliv 
v.  Trentman,  29  N.  E.  Rep.  find.],  405;  Little  Book 
Cooperage  Co.  v.  Bodge,  34  8.  E.  Rep.  [Ga.],  667;  City 
of  Loganxport  v.  Humphreys,  6  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  337; 
Dyer  v.  Ambleton,  19  S.  W.  Rep.  [Ark.],  574;  Borne  Fire 
Insurance  Co.  v.  Johansen,  59  Neb.,  349,  80  N.  W.  Rep., 
1047;  Richardson  Drug  Co.  v.  Teasdall,  59  Neb.,  150,  80 
N.  W.  Rep.,  494 ;  Eayden  v.  Frederickson,  59  Neb.,  141, 
80  N.  W.  Rep.,  494;  Nelson  v.  Bevins,  19  Neb.,  715;  28 
N.  W.  Rep.,  331;  Pinkham  v.  Pinkham,  60  Neb.,  600,  83 
N.  W.  Rep.,  837;  Wittenberg  v.  Moliyneaux,  60  Neb., 
683,  83  N.  W.  Rep.,  842;  Todd  v.  Houghton,  59  Neb., 
538,  81  N.  W.  Rep.,  508;  Ripp  v.  Hale,  45  Neb.,  567,  64 
N.  W.  Rep.,  454;  Barker  v.  Wheeler,  60  Neb.,  470,  83  N. 
W.  Rep.,  678;  Coburn  v.  Watson,  48  Neb.,  257,  67  N.  W. 
Bep,  171 ;   Fuller  v.  Cunningham,  48  Neb.,  857 ;   Motley 
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v.  Motley,  60  Neb.,  593,  83  N.  W.  Rep.,  830;  Mead  v. 
Tzschuck,  57  Neb.,  615,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  262.     ■ 

"The  law  of  the  case"  applies  to  all  matters  either 
actually  brought  forward  or  such  as  might  have  been 
brought  forward  and  litigated.  When  the  questions  are 
necessarily  involved,  and  where  the  conclusion  declared 
could  not  have  been  reached  without  either  expressly  or 
impliedly  deciding  such  questions,  the  judgment  on  appeal 
rules  the  case  throughout  all  its  subsequent  stages. 
"Every  argument  made  here  could  have  been  made  on 
a  former  bearing,  and  if  well  founded  would  have  re- 
sulted in  the  affirmance  of  the  former  judgment  The 
defendants  had  full  opportunity  to  urge  these  objections 
on  the  former  appeal.  Having  failed  to  rely  upon  the 
error,  if  error  it  is,  they  must  be  regarded  as  having 
waived  their  right  to  do  so  on  a  subsequent  appeal." 
Cromwell  v.  County  of  Sac,  94  TJ.  8.,  351;  Richter  t>. 
Lefty's  Estate,  83  N.  W.  Rep.  [Wis.],  694;  LHlworth  v. 
Curt*/139  III.,  508,  29  N.  E.  Rep.,  861 ;  Darker  v.  WJieeler, 
60  Neb.,  470,  83  N.  W.  Rep.,  678;  Gregory  v.  Ken- 
yon,  34  Neb.,  640-649 ;  Omaha  Life  Insurance  Co.  v.  Ret- 
tenbach,  55  Neb.,  330,  75  N.  W.  Rep.,  827;  Wittenberg 
v.  Mollynewua,  60  Neb.,  583,  83  N.  W.  Rep.,  842;  Mead 
v.  Tzschuck,  57  Neb.,  615,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  262;  Tzschuck 
v.  Mead,  47  Neb.,  260,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  428;  Nelson  v. 
Bevins,  19  Neb.,  715,  28  N.  W.  Rep.,  331;  Chicago,  B.  <&  Q. 
R.  Co.  v.  Hull,  24  Neb.,  740 ;  Ripp  v.  Sale,  45  Neb.,  567,  64 
N.  W.  Rep.,  454;  Todd  v.  Houghton,  59  Neb.,  538,  81  N. 
W.  Rep.,  508;  Chouteau  v.  Gibson,  76  Mo.,  38;  Nickless 
v.  Pearson,  26  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  478;  Metropolitan  Hank 
v.  Taylor,  62  Mo.,  338;  Herman,  Estoppel  and  Res  Adju 
dicata,  117-118,  548-549;  Crockett  v.  Gray,  31  Kan.,  246 
O'Brien  v.  Mamcaring,  81  N.  W.  Rep.  [Minn.],  746 
Bayers  v.  Auditor  General,  82  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  1045 
Smyth  v.  Neff,  17  N.  E.  Rep.  [111.],  702;  Ogden  v.  Lar 
rxtbee,  70  III.,  510,  513;  Ficener  v.  Bott,  47  S.  W.  Rep. 
[Ky.],  251;  South  Bend  Flow  Co.  v.  Cribb  Co.,  81  N.  W. 
Rep,  [Wis.],  675;  Ellis  v.  NortJiern  F.  R.  Co.,  50  N.  W. 
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Bep.  [Wis.],  397;  Fire  Department  of  Oxhkosh-  v.  Tuttle, 
7  N.  W.  Bep.  [Wis.],  649;  Quackenhush  v.  Wisconsin  & 
M.  R.  Co.,  37  N.  W.  Rep.  [Wis.  ] ,  834 ;  Schoenlebcr  v.  Burk- 
hart,  69  N.  W.  Rep.  [Wis.],  343;  Nootum  v.  Orton,  27 
Wis.,  300;  Trustees  of  School  District  No.  28  v.  Stocker,< 
42  N.  J.  Law,  115;  Thompson  v.  Myrick,  2A  Minn.,  4;  3 
American  Century  Digest,  sections  4356,  4358,  4364; 
Fargerson  v.  Smith,  3  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  866;  McKimney 
r.  State,  19  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  613;  City  of  Longsport  v. 
Humphreys,  6  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  337;  Test  v.  Larsh,  76 
Ind.,  452;  Cramer  v.  Stone,  38  Wis.,  259;  Krise  v.  Ryan, 
19  8.  E.  Rep.  [Va.],  783;  Fmdlay  v.  Trigg's  Admr.,  3  S. 
E.  Rep.  [Va.],  142;  Lillie  v.  Trentman,  29  N.  E.  Rep. 
[Ind.],  405;  Aurora  City  v.  West,  7  Wall.  [U.  &],  82; 
fhaffiti  v.  Taylor,  6  Sup.  Ct  Rep.,  518-520 ;  Furth  v.  Snell, 
13  Pac.  Rep.  [Wash.],  935;  Brusie  v.  Cates,  31  Pac.  Rep. 
[Cal.],  Ill;  Thatcher  v.  Gottlieb,  59  Fed.  Rep.,  872; 
lit  illicit  v.  Martin,  59  Cal.,  181;  Chaffin  v.  Taylor,  116  II. 
S.,  567;  Roberts  v.  Moody,  83  N.  W.  Rep.  [Wis.],  307; 
Portland  Trust  Co.  v.  Coulter,  31  Pac.  Rep.  [Ore,],  80; 
Dodge  v.  Oaylord,  53  Ind.,  365;  Newberry  v.  Blatchford, 
106  111.,  at  page  593;  Washington  Bridge  Co.  v.  Stewart, 
3  How.  [U.  S.],  413;  Barney  v.  Winona  &  St.  Peter  R. 
Co.,  117  U.  S.,  228,  6  Sup.  Ot  Rep.,  654;  West  v.  Douglas, 
34  N.  E.  Rep.  [111.],  141;  Jaffe  v.  Skae,  48  Cal.,  540; 
Harmon  v.  Auditor,  13  N.  E.  Rep.  [111.],  161;  Beloit  V. 
Morgan,  7  Wall.  [U.  S.],  619;  Seabright  v.  Seabright,  10 
S.  E.  Rep.  [W.  Va.],  265;  McCoy  v.  McCoy,  2  S.  E.  Rep. 
[W.  Va.],  809;  Mygatt  v.  Coe,  42  N.  E.  Rep.  [N.  T.],  17; 
Davidson  v.  Dallas,  15  Cal.,  75;  Dowry  v.  Davenport,  7 
S.  E.  Rep.  [Ga.],  91;  Mitchell  v.  Davis,  23  Cal.,  381; 
Ellis  v.  State  Insurance  Co.,  27  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  762; 
3  American  Century  Digest,  section  4360;  Polack  v. 
McGrath,  38  Cal.,  666;  McFall  v.  Iowa  Central  R.  Co., 
73  N.  W.  Bep.  [la.],  355;  Ruegger  v.  Indianapolis  &  St. 
Louis  R.  Co.,  103  III.,  449;  Briscoe  v.  Lloyd,  64  III.,  at 
page  35;  David  Bradley  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Eagle  Mfg.  Co.,  57 
Fed.  Bep.,  980;   Everill  v.  Swan,  57  Pac.  Rep.  [Utah], 
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716;  Peay  v.  Salt  Lake-City,  40  Pac.  Rep.,  206;  Hamilton 
v.  Quimby,  46  111.,  90;  Stocton  v.  Ford,  18  How.  [U.  8.], 
418,  420;  Indiana,  B.  d>  W.  R.  Go.  v.  Koons,  105  Ind.,  507; 
Kilander  v.  Hoover,  11  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  796;  Felton  v. 
Smith,  88  Ind.,  149;  Slater  v.  Skirving,  51  Neb.,  108,  70 
N.  W.  Rep.,  493;  Herman,  Estoppel  and  Res  Adjudicate, 
pp.  128-131,  sections  457,  561,  pp.  280-2,  312, 160-162;  Hen- 
derson v.  Henderson,  3  Hare  [Eng.],  at  page  115;  Aurora 
City  v.  West,  7  Wall.  [TJ.  S.],  82;  Gould  v.  Evansville  & 
C.  R.  Co.,  91  TJ.  S.,  526,  533;  Stafford  v.  Clark,  2  Ring. 
[Eng.],  374;  Miller  v.  Covert,  1  Wend.  [N.  Y-],  487;  Bagot 
v.  Williams,  3  B.  &  O.  [Eng.],  235;  Roberta  v.  Heim,  27 
Ala.,  678. 

Hamilton,  &  Maxwell,  contra. 

A  restrictive  indorsement  of  negotiable  paper  does 
not  pass  the  legal  title  to  the  paper,  and  nnder  such 
indorsement  the  indorsee  is  a  mere  agent.  United 
States  National  Bank  of  Omaha  v.  Geer,  55  Neb.,  462; 
Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  v.  Armstrong,  148 
U.  S.,  50;  Sicrcny  v.  Easter,  1  Wall.  [U.„S.](  166;  White 
v.  Miners  National  Bank,  102  U.  S.,  658;  National  Park 
Bank  v.  Seabord  Bank,  114  N.  Y.,  28;  National  City  Bank 
v.  Westcott,  118  N.  Y.,  468 ;  Wells,  Fargo  <£  Go.  v.  United 
States,  45  Fed.  Rep.,  337. 

Having  elected  to  plead  over,  the  plaintiff  cannot  open 
up  for  review  the  order  of  the  court  sustaining  a  demurrer 
to  the  petition.  Wheeler  v.  Barker,  51  Neb.,  846;  Buck  v. 
Reed,  27  Neb.,  67;  Cox  v.  Peoria  Mfg.  Co.,  42  Neb.,  660; 
Grotte  v.  Nagle,  50  Neb.,  363;  Citizens  State  Bank  v. 
Pence,  59  Neb.,  579;  Garanfto  v.  Cooley,  5  Pac.  Rep. 
[Kan.],  767. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  in  the  court  below  by  the  plain- 
tiff against  the  defendants  to  recover  the  aniountof  a  draft 
payable  to  the  order  of  John  Baughman  drawn  on  the 
plaintiff    by    the    Nebraska    Loan    &    Trust    Company, 
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which  was  thereafter  paid  by  the  plaintiff.  This  draft  at 
The  time  of  payment  bore  the  indorsement  of  John  Baugh- 
man,  A.  M.  Swartzendruver  and  the  defendants. 

The  material  allegations  of  plaintiff's  amended  petition 
are  in  substance,  that  on  August  10,  1892,  the  Nebraska 
Loan  &  Trust  Company  being  indebted  to  one  John 
Baughman  in  the  sum  of  (1,136  drew  its  check  on  the 
plaintiff  for  that  amount  payable  to  his  order  and  sent  it 
to  A.  M.  Swartzendruver  to  deliver  to  Baughman.  It  is 
alleged  that  after  its  delivery  the  check  was  indorsed 
"John  x  Baughman.  Witness,  A.  M.  Swartzendruver"; 
that  Swartzendruver  then  indorsed  the  check  "A.  M. 
Swartzendrnver";  that  it  was  by  him  then  presented 
to  the  Fanners  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Platte  Cen- 
ter, and  it  was  by  that  bank  indorsed  "Pay  M.  T.  Barlow, 
Cash.,  or  order,  on  account  Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank, 
Platte  Center,  Nebraska,  D.  L>.  Lynch,  Cash."  and  sent  to 
:he  defendant,  The  United  States  National  Bank  of 
:>maha;  that  it  was  by  the  latter  bank  paid  and  indorsed 
"Pay  First  National  Bank  for  collection  and  return  to 
Cnited  States  National  Bank,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  M.  T. 
itarlow.  Cash."  and  sent  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  plaintiff, 
relying  upon  the  indorsements  of  the  defendants,  the 
Farmers  and  Merchants  Bank  of  Platte  Center  and  the 
Cnited  States  National  Bank  of  Omaha,  paid  the  same  as 
the  Nebraska  Loan  and  Trust  Company  had  sufficient 
money  on  deposit  in  plaintiff's  bank  for  such  purposes. 
It  is  also  alleged  that  on  September  14,  1892,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  name  of  John  Baughman  on  the  check 
was  a  forgery,  and  the  plaintiff  believing  the  evidence 
presented  to  it  on  this  point  paid  back  to  the  Nebraska 
I-oan  &  Tmst  Company  the  sum  of  $1,136  and  took  an 
assignment  of  the  check  and  notified  each  of  the  defend- 
ants of  the  forgery.  On  issues  properly  joined  on  this 
petition  and  separate  answers  of  the  defendants  a  trial 
was  had  in  the  court  below,  judgment  was  rendered  for  the 
defendants,  and  on  proceedings  in  error  instituted  in  this 
court  the  judgment  was  reversed  and  cause  remanded  for 
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a  new  trial.  See  First  National  Bank  of  Bastings  v. 
Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Platte  Oenter,  56  Neb.,  149, 
76  N.  W.  Rep.,  430. 

After  this  reversal  and  the  filing  of  the  mandate  in  the 
court  below,  the  defendant,  the  United  States  National 
Bank,  filed  an  amended  answer  setting  forth,  among  other 
things,  that  its  indorsement  on  the  draft  was  a  limited  one, 
that  it  acted  only  as  an  agent  for  its  co-defendant,  the 
Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Platte  Center,  in  forward- 
ing the  check  and  collecting  it  from  the  plaintiff;  that  it 
never  owned  the  instrument,  never  had  any  interest  therein 
or  in  the  money  collected  thereon,  and  that  before  it  had 
any  knowledge  that  there  was  any  claim  that  the  indorse- 
ment of  the  name  of  John  Baughman  on  the  cheek  was  a 
forgery,  it  paid  all  the  money  collected  by  it  thereon  to 
its  principal,  the  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  of  Platte 
Oenter.  A  reply  was  filed  to  this  amended  answer  and 
subsequently,  by  leave  of  court,  the  answer  and  reply 
were  withdrawn  and  the  defendant,  the  United  States 
National  Bank,  filed  a  demurrer  to  the  plaintiff's  amended 
petition  on  which  the  cause  had  formerly  been  tried,  on 
the  ground  that  it  did  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  consti- 
tute a  cause  of  action  against  the  defendant,  the  United 
States  National  Bank  of  Omaha.  This  demurrer  was 
sustained  by  the  lower  court;  plaintiff  thereupon  asked 
leave  to  file  a  second  amended  petition. 

For  its  second  amended  petition  plaintiff  added  to  the 
petition  to  which  the  demurrer  had  been  sustained  three 
paragraphs,  alleging  that  by  the  holding  of  this  court  re- 
versing the  judgment  of  the  district  court  in  this  case  the 
liability  of  the  United  States  National  Bank  on  its  in- 
dorsement of  the  draft  had  been  determined,  and  that  sucb 
determination  had  become  the  "law  of  the  case."  On  mo- 
tion these  additional  paragraphs  were  struck  from  the 
plaintiff's  petition.  Plaintiff  then  filed  another  amended 
and  supplemental  petition  reiterating  the  same  allega- 
tions. Another  motion  was  tiled  to  strike  the  allegations 
Betting  up  the  "law  of  the  case"  from  this  petition.    ThiB 
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motion  was  a  second  time  sustained  and  the  plaintiff  not 
tendering  any  farther  pleading  the  cause  was  dismissed. 
From  this  order  plaintiff  brings  error. 

The  first  error  called  to  our  attention  is  as  to  the  action 
of  the  trial  court  in  sustaining  the  demurrer  to  plain- 
tiff's  amended  petition,  but  we  cannot  see  how,  under  the 
rule  announced  by  this  court  in  the  case  of  Buck  v.  Reed, 
27  Neb.,  67,  we  can  consider  this  alleged  error  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  after  the  demurrer  was  sustained  plaintiff 
procured  leave  and  filed  a  second  amended  petition.  The 
rale  seems  to  be  clearly  announced  in  the  case  just  cited 
that:  "To  obtain  the  review  of  a  decision  sustaining  or 
overruling  a  demurrer,  the  party  must  suffer  a  judgment 
in  chief  to  be  rendered  on  the  demurrer;  if  he  answers 
over  and  goes  to  trial  upon  the  merits,  he  waives  the  de- 
murrer and  cannot  assign  the  judgment  upon  the  demur- 
rer aa  error." 

The  next  alleged  error  called  to  our  attention  is  as  to 
the  action  of  the  trial  court  in  striking  paragraphs  eight, 
nine  and  ten  from  the  second  amended  and  supplemental 
petition.  The  record  in  this  cause  in  the  court  below  is  so 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  that  we  are  not  free  from 
doubt  in  determining  what,  if  anything,  it  presents  to  us 
that  can  be  reviewed  on  error  under  the  rules  of  practice 
in  this  court  It  appears  from  the  record  that  there  are 
two  judges  of  the  district  court  in  which  this  case  was 
tried.  The  demurrer  to  the  amended  petition  and  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  paragraphs  eight,  nine  and  ten  from  the 
second  amended  petition  were  passed  upon  by  one  of  the 
judges  and  the  second  amended  and  supplemented  peti- 
tion, which  as  already  stated  was  but  a  duplicate  of  the 
former  petition,  was  presented  to  the  other  judge  of  said 
district,  and  in  striking  the  same  paragraphs  from  a  copy 
of  the  same  petition  he  appears  to  have  been  following  the 
"law  of  the  case"  as  determined  by  the  other  judge  of  that 
court 

In  the  case  of  Wheeler  v.  Barker,  51  Neb.,  846,  71  N.  W. 
Rep.,  750,  the  court,  in  discussing  the  question  of  filing  an 
12 
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amended  petition  after  demurrer,  says :  "We  think  the  cor- 
rect view  is  this:  that,  having  elected  to  plead  over,  the 
plaintiff  cannot  now  open  up  for  review  the  order  sustain- 
ing the  demurrer,  but  having  assigned  as  error  the  striking 
from  the  files  of  the  amended  petition,  she  is  entitled  to 
have  the  ruling  reviewed.  If  the  amended  petition  dif- 
fered in  any  material  respect  from  the  original,  there  was 
error  in  striking  it  from  the  files ;  but  that  error  was  not 
prejudicial  unless  the  amended  petition  stated  a  cause  of 
action."  Now  under  this  rule  if  the  second  amended  peti- 
tion had  differed  in  any  material  respect  from  the  original 
and  plaintiff  had  stood  on  this  petition  then  we  could  re- 
view the  action  of  the  trial  court  in  striking  the  new  and 
additional  paragraphs  from  this  petition,  but  plaintiff  did 
not  do  this,  but,  after  getting  leave  to  file  a  second  and  sup- 
plemental petition,  filed  the  same  thing  over  again,  and 
submitted  it  to  another  judge  of  the  same  court,  and  now 
seeks  to  predicate  error  on  the  action  of  the  last  judge  in 
following  the  rule  already  established  by  his  associate  for 
the  conduct  of  this  case. 

Under  the  conditions  of  the  record  we  might  dismiss 
this  petition  without  further  consideration.  But  plain- 
tiff has  urged  a  consideration  of  his  cause  with  such 
zeal  and  ability  that  we  deem  it  proper  to  briefly 
examine  the  other  questions  on  which  he  relies.  The 
indorsement  on  the  draft  by  the  defendant,  the  United 
States  National  Bank,  was,  as  appears  from  plain- 
tiff's petition,  as  follows:  "Pay  First  National  Bank 
for  collection  and  return  to  United  States  National  Bank, 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  M.  T.  Barlow,  Cash."  In  the  recent 
case  of  United  States  Natmnal  Batik  v.  O-ecr,  55  Neb., 
462,  75  N.  W.  Rep.,  1088,  this  court,  after  a  careful  re-ex- 
amination of  the  question,  determined  that  a  restricted 
indorsement  of  this  character  vests  no  general  property  to 
the  paper  in  the  indorsee,  it  merely  constitutes  him  an 
agent  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  instrument;  hence 
if  the  agent  has  paid  over  the  funds  collected  by  him  to 
his  principal  without  notice  there  could  be  no  recovery 
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against  him  on  such  a  restricted  indorsement,  even  though 
a  prior  indorsement  of  the  draft  should  prove  to  have  been 
a  forgery.  It  would  then  follow  that  the  order  of  the  dis- 
trict court  in  sustaining  the  demurrer  was  fully  war- 
ranted, unless  in  the  former  adjudication  of  this  cause 
•this  specific  question  had  been  determined  by  this  court 
adverse  to  the  ruling  of  the  district  court  and  had  by  such 
ruling  become  what  is  commonly  styled  the  "law  of  the 
case" 

This  doctrine  of  the  "law  of  the  case"  received  an  able 
and  exhaustive  review  by  this  court  in  the  case  of  City 
of  Hastings  v.  Fowxoorthy,  45  Neb.,  676,  and  this  review  by 
.the  learned  commissioner  leaves  the  question  in  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  this  doctrine  is  a  towering  oak  or  a 
leafless,  wind-shaken  snag  in  the  forest  of  jurisprudence. 
However,  judging  from  the  numerous  references  to  this 
doctrine  it  seems  to  be  well  recognized  by  this  court,  and 
■under  proper  restrictions  we  believe  it  to  be  a  rule  of  ex- 
pediency which  should  not  be  lightly  disregarded ;  but  in 
our  view  it  should  be  restricted  to  such  questions  as  have 
been  presented  to  and  decided  by  this  court  at  the  former 
hearing  of  the  same  case  or  those  necessarily  involved  in 
such  decision,  and  should  not  apply  to  a  mere  expression 
of  opinion  in  regard  to  matters  not  actually  involved  in  the 
decision,  nor  should  it  apply  to  questions  referred  to  by 
intimation  only  and  not  determined. 

At  the  former  hearing  of  this  case  the  cause  was  re- 
versed because  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  testimony  to 
sustain  defendants'  plea  of  estoppel  based  on  the  apparent 
authority  in  the  correspondent  to  receive  the  money  on 
the  check.  The  judgment  reviewed  had  been  in  favor  of 
both  the  defendants.  The  question  of  the  liability  of  an 
iadorser  on  a  draft,  generally,  was  discussed  in  the  opinion 
and  was  embodied  in  the  syllabus  of  the  cause,  yet  the 
question  of  the  liability  of  this  defendant  on  its  restricted 
indorsement  was  neither  referred  to  in  the  syllabus  nor  in 
the  opinion,  and  it  will  not  do  to  say  that  this  question 
might  have  been  determined  on  this  former  hearing,  for 
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unless  it  waa  specifically  determined  it  will  not  fall  within 
the  rule  of  the  "law  of  the  case." 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick,  C.,  concurs. 

Pound,  C,  concurring. 

I  concur  in  recomnieding  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 
The  rule  appears  to  be  well  settled  that  a  decision  of  this 
court  constitutes  the  law  of  the  case  as  to  matters  pre- 
sented by  the  record  and  necessarily  involved,  whether  ex- 
pressly referred  to  in  the  opinion  or  not.  Home  Fire  his. 
Co,  v.  Johanxen,  59  Neb.,  349,  353,  and  cases  cited.  But  as 
stated  by  Sullivan,  J.,  in  the  Johansen  case,  this  means 
only  that  such  matter  "ordinarily  will  not  be  made  the 
subject  of  re-examination."  The  case  at  bar  comes  within 
the  exception.  It  is  not  an  ordinary  case  where  review  of 
a  question  already  sufficiently  considered  is  asked  for. 
There  can  be  no  question  that  defendant,  the  United 
States  National  Bank,  is  not  legally  liable,  and  a  mere 
rule  of  expediency,  meant  to  expedite  judicial  proceedings, 
ought  not  to  be  pressed  so  far  as  to  require  this  court  to 
do  violence  to  law  and  justice  by  reason  of  misconception 
of  facts  or  inadvertence  in  prior  appellate  proceedings.  As 
Bleckley,  C.  J.,  said  in  a  similar  connection,  at  such  times 
the  maxim  should  be,  not  stare  decisis,  but  fiat  justitia 
ruat  caelum.    Ellison  v.  Georgia  Railroad  Co.,  87  Qa.,  691. 

Affibmed. 


Concordia  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  appellant,  v.  Hans 
schoubob  bt  alv,  appellees. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,086. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysob,  J.    Affirmed. 
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H.  W.  Pewnock  and  A.  R.  Coffroth,  for  appellant 
V.  O.  Striekler,  contra. 

KlRKPATBICK,  G. 

The  questions  presented  for  determination  in  this  case 
are  identical  with  the  question  already  determined  in  the 
case  of  Concordia  Loan  &  Trust  Company  v.  Parrote,  62 
Neb.,  629 ;  and  upon  the  authority  of  that  case,  the  judg- 
ment herein  should  be  affirmed.  It  is  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 


Fbanklin  E.  Reed  v.  Michael  R.  BURG. 

Filed  Dbcimbeb  4,  1901.    No.  10,314. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

luolvaat  Corporation;  Action  fob  Unpaid  Subscription  to  Stock: 
How  Bbocoht.  In  this  state  an  action  at  law  can  not  be  main' 
tained  by  a  creditor  of  an  Insolvent  corporation  against  a  stock- 
holder In  Buch  corporation  for  hie  unpaid  subscription;  such  ac- 
tion can  only  be  maintained  by  a  bill  in  equity  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  creditors  of  such  corporation  and  against  all  the  stock- 
holders thereof  whose  subscriptions  are  unpaid. 

Ebror  from  the  district  court  for  Pawnee  county.  Tried 
below  before  Stull,  J.    Affirmed. 

Story  £  Story  and  Paul  Merrill,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

The  liability  sought  to  be  enforced  by  the  plaintiff 
against  the  defendant  as  a  stockholder  in  a  Kansas  cor- 
poration may  be  collected  through  the  courts  of  states 
other  than  that  of  the  domicile  of  the  corporation.  St. 
Louis  Railitay  Supplies  Co.  v.  Harbine,  2  Mo.  App.,  134; 
Hodgson  v.  Cheever,  8  Mo.  App.,  318;  Flash  v.  Conn,  109 
C.  8.,  371;  Post  v.  Toledo,  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.,  144  Mass., 
$41;  Ferguson  v.  Sherman,  116  Oal.,  169;  Eoyt  v.  Banker, 
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50  Kan.,  574;  Bagley  v.  Tyler,  43  Mo.  App.,  195;  Bell  v. 
Fancell,  176  111.,  489;  Hancock  National  Bank  v.  Ellis, 
166  Mass.,  414;  Whitman  v.  National  Bank  of  Oxford,  83 
Fed.  Rep.,  288;  Kisseberth  v.  Prescott,  91  Fed.  Rep.,  611; 
Mechanics  Savings  Bank  vt  Fidelity  Insurance,  T.  &  8.  D. 
Co.,  87  Fed.  Rep.,  113;  Howell  v.  Manglesdorf,  33  Kan., 
194;  Western  National  Bank  of  New  York  v.  Lawrence, 
76  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  105;  Commonwealth  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Co.  v.  Hayden,  60  Neb.,  636,  85  N,  W.  Rep.,  443; 
Rhodes  v.  United  States  National  Bank,  24  U.  S.  App., 
607;  Dexter  v.  Edmunds,  89  Fed.  Rep.,  467;  Flash  v.  Conn, 
109  D.  8.,  371;  Aldrich  v.  Anchor  Coal  Co.,  24  Ore,,  32; 
Dennick  v.  Railroad  Co.,  103  U.  S.,  18;  Paine  v.  Steivart, 
33  Conn.,  516;  Cook,  Stock  and  Stockholders  [2d  ed.], 
page  242,  section  223,  and  note  1,  page  243;  Boone,  Cor- 
porations, section  126,  page  179 ;  3  Thompson,  Corpora- ' 
tions,  sections  3046,  3063;  2  Morawetz,  Private  Corpora- 
tions [2d  ed.],  sections  870,  875;  Cuykendall  v.  Miles,  10 
Fed.  Rep.,  342 ;  McVickar  v.  Jones,  70  Fed.  Hep.,  754 ;  First 
National  Bank  of  Deadwood  v.  Qustin,  M.  C.  M.  Co.,  42 
Minn.,  327;  Morris  v.  Qrlenn,  87  Ala.,  628;  Huntington  v. 
Attrill,  146  U.  S.,  657. 

The  contract  made  by  the  defendant  in  error  with  the 
plaintiff  in  error  must  be  construed  according  to  the 
statutes  and  decisions  of  the  state  of  Kansas.  Hancock 
National  Bank  v.  Ellis,  166  Mass.,  at  page  418;  New 
Haven  Horse  Nail  Co.  v.  Linden  Spring  Co.,  142  Mass., 
349,  353;  Halsey  v.  McLean,  12  Alien  [Mass.],  438,  441; 
Flash  v.  Conn,  109  U.  S.,  371;  Bell  v.  Farwell,  176  111., 
489;  Rhodes  v.  United  States  National  Bank,  24  U.  S. 
App.,  607;  Whitman  v.  National  Bank  of  Oxford,  83  Fed. 
Rep.,  288;  Meclianics  Savings  Bank  v.  Fidelity  Insurance 
T.  &  S.  D.  Co.,  87  Fed.  Rep.,  113;  3  Thompson,  Corpora- 
tions, sections  3046,  3063 ;  Hou-ell  v.  Manglesdorf,  33  Kan., 
194 ;  Western  National  Bank  of  New  York  v.  Lawrence,  76 
N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  105;  Dexter  v.  Edmonds,  89  Fed. 
Rep.,  467;  Guerncy  v.  Moore,  131  Mo.,  at  page  672;  Whit- 
man v.  National  Bank  of  Oxford,  83  Fed.  Rep.,  288. 


Vol.  2]  SEPTEMBER  TEEM,  1901.  119 

Reed  v.  Burg- 
It  is  not  necessary  to  make  all  the  stockholders  of  the 
corporation  parties  defendant.  Abbey  v.  Dry  Goods  Co., 
44  Kan.,  at  page  418;  Bell  v.  Farwell,  176  111.,  489;  Me- 
chanics Ratings  Bank  v.  Fidelity  Insurance  T.  &  8.  D.  Co., 
87  Fed.  Rep.,  113 ;  Whitman  v.  National  Bank  of  Oxford, 
83  Fed.  Rep.,  288;  Paine  v.  Steioart,  33  Conn.,  516;  Han- 
cock National  Bank  v.  ElUs,  166  Mass.,  at  page  418;  3 
Thompson,  Stockholders,  sections  3086,  3087,  3088,  3500, 
3502. 

Lindsay  &  Roper,  contra. 

Oldham,  G. 

This  was  an  action  at  law  instituted  by  the  plaintiff  in 
error  against  the  defendant  in  error  in  the  district  court 
Tor  Pawnee  connty,  Nebraska,  for  the  purpose  of  recover- 
ing from  the  defendant  the  amount  of  his  stock  and  his 
unpaid  subscriptions  for  stock  in  the  Blaine  Gasoline 
Engine  &  Thresher  Company,  a  Kansas  corporation. 

The  petition  states  that  the  Blaine  Gasoline  Engine  & 
Thresher  Company,  a  Kansas  corporation,  was  organized 
in  November,  1895;  that  the  defendant,  Michael  R.  Burg, 
subscribed  for  and  became  the  owner  of  five  shares  of  stock 
in  said  company  of  the  par  value  of  $100  each ;  that  he 
paid  thereon  the  sum  of  $100,  and  that  he  is  still  the  owner 
of  the  "said  five  shares.  It  also  alleges  that  the  total 
amount  of  stock  in  said  company  was  $150,000.  It  alleges 
that  on  February  25,  1896,  plaintiff  recovered  a  judgment 
against  the  Blaine  Gasoline  Engine  &  Thresher  Company 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Wyandotte  county, 
Kansas,  on  a  note  and  account  for  the  sum  of  $843.15  with 
interest  and  costs  in  a  case  then  pending  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  Wyandotte  county,  Kansas,  wherein  the 
plaintiff,  Franklin  E.  Reed,  was  plaintiff  and  the  Blaine 
Gasoline  Engine  &  Thresher  Company  was  defendant.  A 
certified  copy  of  this  judgment  is  attached  to  the  pleading 
and  made  a  part  thereof.  The  petition  further  alleges  that 
an  execution  was  returned  unsatisfied  on  said  judgment 
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and  that  the  corporation  has  no  property  or  assets  of  any 
kind  from  which  plaintiff's  deht  can  be  satisfied  except  the 
several  amounts  remaining  unpaid  from  the  stock  sub- 
scribed, and  that  the  directors  have  not  and  will  not  make 
an  assessment  on  the  unpaid  stock  for  the  satisfaction  of 
plaintiff's  debt  The  petition  then  sets  out  the  provisions 
of  chapter  23,  section  32,  article  4,  of  the  statutes  of 
Kansas  (1868),  as  follows: 

"If  any  execution  shall  have  been  issued  against  the  prop- 
erty or  effects  of  a  corporation,  except  a  railway  or  a  relig- 
ious or  charitable  corporation,  and  there  cannot  be  found 
any  property  whereon' to  levy  such  execution,  then  execution 
may  be  issued  against  any  of  the  stockholders  to  an  extent 
equal  in  amount  to  the  amount  of  stock  by  him  or  her 
owned,  together  with  any  amount  unpaid  thereon;  but  no 
execution  shall  issue  against  any  stockholder,  except  upon 
an  order  of  the  court  in  which  the  action,  suit  or  other  pro- 
ceeding shall  have  been  brought  or  instituted,  made  upon 
motion  in  open  court,  after  reasonable  notice  in  writing 
to  the  person  or  persons  sought  to  be  charged;  and  upon 
such  motion,  such  court  may  order  execution  to  issue  ac- 
cordingly; or  the  plaintiff  in  the  execution  may  proceed 
by  action  to  charge  the  stockholders  with  the  amount  of 
bis  judgment." 

To  this  petition  defendant  filed  a  demurrer  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  to-wit:  "First.  This  court  has  no  juris- 
diction over  the  subject  of  the  plaintiff's  alleged  cause  of 
action,  for  that  the  statutory  liability  of  stockholders  in 
a  foreign  corporation  cannot  be  enforced  except  at  the 
domicile  of  the  corporation,  when  the  law  of  the  domicile 
provides  the  remedy.  Second.  There  is  a  defect  of  parties 
defendant,  in  that  all  the  stockholders  of  the  Blaine  Gaso- 
line &  Theshing  Company  are  not  made  defendants.  Third. 
The  petition  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
cauBe  of  action  against  this  defendant."  This  demurrer 
was  sustained  by  the  court  below,  and  plaintiff  refusing 
to  further  plead  his  petition  was  dismissed  and  he  now 
brings  error  to  th,is  court. 
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In  examining  this  petition  we  are  confronted  with  the 
proposition  that  there  is  no  allegation  or  attempted  alle- 
gation of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  "conrt  of  common  pleas 
of  Wyandotte  county,  Kansas,"  either  over  the  person  of 
the  defendant  or  the  suhject-matter  of  the  action  on  which 
its  alleged  judgment  was  rendered.  The  transcript  of 
jndgment  attached  to  the  petition  does  not  pretend  to  re- 
cite any  service  on  or  appearance  of  the  defendant;  and  if 
this  lack  of  allegation  of  jurisdiction  of  either  the  subject- 
matter  or  the  parties  to  the  judgment  is  upheld  it  can  only 
he  done  by  this  court  taking  judicial  notice  of  the  general 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Wyandotte 
county,  Kansas,  and  supplying  the  want  of  allegations  in 
plaintiff's  petition  by  a  presumption  of  the  regularity  of 
the  judgment  of  that  court. 

The  question  then  is,  is  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
Wyandotte  county,  Kansas,  a  court  of  whose  general  jur- 
isdiction we  should  take  judicial  notice?  This  question 
should  be  examined  by  the  light  of  the  decisions  of  our 
own  court  as  well  as  the  decisions  of  the  neighboring 
states  and  the  opinions  of  text  writers.  The  question  was 
liefore  this  court  in  the  case  of  Tcssicr  v.  Etiglehart  &  Co., 
18  Neb.,  167.  There  the  question  was  raised  by  the  an- 
swer of  the  defendant,  who  pleaded  as  one  of  his  defenses 
a  judgment  of  the  superior  court  of  Cook  county,  Illinois, 
without  alleging  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court.  Cobb,  C. 
J.,  in  rendering  the  opinion  said :  "This  defense  was  de- 
murrable in  not  alleging  either  that  the  superior  court  of 
Cook  couuty,  Illinois,  is  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction, 
or  that  it  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  said 
judgment,  or  of  the  person  of  said  defendant  Said  court 
(icing  a  foreign  tribunal,  in  the  sense  of  the  law  and  au- 
thorities, such  allegation  was  necessary,  and  its  absence 
could  be  taken  advantage  of  either  by  demurrer  or  by 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  testimony  under  that  para- 
graph of  the  answer,  and  perhaps  in  other  ways."  The 
question  was  again  before  this  court  in  Upecklcmeyer  v. 
Dailey,  23  Neb.,  101.     In  this  case  the  judgment  pleaded 
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was  of  the  circuit  court  of  Boone  county,  Indiana,  and  no 
jurisdiction  was  alleged.  Reese,  O.  J.,  in  the  opinion,  refer- 
ring to  Teanier  v.  Englehort,  supra,  says:  "We  have  no 
doubt  of  the  correctness  of  that  decision,  hut  do  not  deem 
it  authority  in  this  case.  There  is  nothing  in  the  title 
of  the  court  referred  to  which  by  its  terms  would  indicate 
that  it  is  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  it 
was  necessary  that  the  facts  conferring  such  jurisdiction 
should  be  pleaded.  But  in  the  case  at  bar  the  allegation 
that  the  judgment  was  rendered  by  the  Boone  county  cir- 
cuit court,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  was  a  sufficient  allega- 
tion that  the  court  rendering  the  judgment  was  a  court 
of  general  jurisdiction."  The  opinion  in  this  case  is 
grounded  on  the  authority  of  Jarvis  v.  Robinson,  21  Wis., 
523,  which  says  that  where  the  title  "clearly  indicates  a 
court  of  general  jurisdiction,  it  must  be  so  understood" ; 
and  also  on  the  authority  of  Shotwell  v.  Harrixon,  22 
Mich.,  410,  and  Butcher  v.  Bank,  2  Kan.,  70.  In  each  of 
these  latter  cases  the  doctrine  of  recognition  wae  founded 
on  the  fact  that  the  courts  recognized  had  general  juris- 
diction conferred  upon  them  by  the  constitutions  of  their 
respective  states  and  that  we  should  take  judicial  notice  of 
the  constitution  of  a  sister  state.  2  Black,  Judgments, 
section  875,  says :  "And  it  is  further  to  be  observed  that 
if  the  court  rendering  the  judgment  was  one  of  limited, 
inferior,  or  statutory  jurisdiction,  or  if  the  proceedings 
were  in  derogation  of  the  common  law,  jurisdiction  will 
not  be  presumed,  but  must  be  affirmatively  shown  by  the 
face  of  the  record  or  fully  and  distinctly  pleaded  and 
proved."  In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  conceded  that  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  Wyandotte  county,  Kansas,  is  a  court 
constituted  by  legislative  enactment  and  is  not  a  court 
whose  general  jurisdiction  is  conferred  by  the  constitution 
of  the  state  of  Kansas. 

In  Commonwealth  v.  Blood,  97  Mass.,  538,  the  supreme 
court  of  that  state  refused  to  recognize  a  decree  of  divorce 
granted  by  the  district  court  of  the  fourth  judicial  dis- 
trict of  California  in  the  absence  of  an  allegation  show- 
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ing  that  that  court  had  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  of 
divorce,  saying,  "its  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  of 
divorce  is  a  special  authority  not  recognized  by  the  com- 
mon law,  and  its  proceedings  in  relation  to  it  stand  on  the 
same  footing  with  those  of  courts  of  limited  and  inferior 
jnrisdiction."  Of  similar  import  have  been  the  holdings  in 
day  v.  Lloyd.  1  G.  Green  [la.],  78,  46  Am.  Dec,  409 ;  Gnnn 
o.  Howell,  27  Ala.,  663,  62  Am.  Dec.,  785;  Pelton  v.  Plat- 
ner,  13  Ohio,  209. 

While  it  is  true  that  most  of  the  states  take  judicial 
notice  of  the  constitutions  of  sister  states,  and  because  of 
this  fact  take  uotice  of  the  general  jurisdiction  conferred 
by  the  constitutions  on  the  courts  of  the  several  states,  yet 
it  is  also  true  that  the  courts  of  one  state  will  not  take 
judicial  notice  of  the  statutes  of  another  state;  and  it 
therefore  follows  that  when  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  a 
foreign  state  is  alleged  upon,  and  such  court  is  one  which 
has  no  general  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  it  by  the  con- 
stitution of  such  state  its  jurisdiction  should  be  specin- 
cally  alleged.  It  follows  from  the  above  course  of  reason- 
ing that  the  petition  in  the  case  at  bar  falls  within  the  rule 
announced  in  Tesaier  v.  Englehart,  supra,  and  not  within 
the  rule  in  Specklemeyer  v.  Dailey,  supra,  and  it  is  fatally 
defective  unless  it  states  a  good  cause  of  action  under  our 
own  laws. 

This  action  could  not  be  maintained  under  the  laws  of 
the  state  of  Nebraska,  because  by  a  well  defined  line  of 
decisions  this  court  has  held  that  the  unpaid  subscriptions 
of  stockholders  of  an  insolvent  corporation  is  a  trust  fund 
for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  of  the  corporation  and 
that  one  creditor  cannot  maintain  an  action  at  law  against 
a  stockholder  in  an  insolvent  corporation  for  his  unpaid 
subscription,  but  that  such  action  cau  only  be  maintained 
by  a  bill  in  equity  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  of  the 
corporation  and  against  all  the  stockholders  of  such  in- 
solvent corporation  whose  subscriptions  are  unpaid. 
Formers  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Funk,  49  Neb.,  353 ;  German 
National  Bank  v.  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank,  54  Neb., 
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593;  Van  Pelt  v.   Gardner,  54  Neb.,  701;  Hastings  v. 
Barnd,  55  Neb.,  93;  Pickering  v.  Hastings,  56  Neb.,  201. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

Note. — While  the  above  opinion  Is  largely  devoted  to  a  discussion 
of  the  point  as  to  whether  or  not  the  courts  of  this  state  will  take 
Judicial  notice  that  the  court  rendering  the  Judgment  In  Kansas  Is,  or 
Is  not,  one  of  general  Jurisdiction,  and  the  decision  is  reached  that  they 
will  not,  and  that  the  petition  should  have  alleged  the  fact,  yet  the 
decision  seems  to  be  rightly  placed  on  the  point  given  In  the  syllabus 
aa  this  rule  disposes  of  the  principle  Involved  In  the  case  and  Is  not 
based  upon  a  technical  objection. — Repobteb. 


Concordia  Loan  &  Trust  Company  v.  Douglas  County. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,328. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

1.  Taxation:    Caveat  Emptor.     The  rule  of  caveat  emptor  applies  to 

the  purchaser  of  real  estate  at  a  tax  sale. 

2.  Certifying  City  Assessments:    Mistake:    Liability  or  County.     A 

county  Is  not  liable,  under  section  131,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Com- 
piled Statutes,  for  a  mistake  of  a  city  officer  in  certifying  city 
assessments  to  the  county  treasurer. 

3.  Tax  Sale:   Lakgeb  Tract  Sold  Than  Covered  py  Levy:    Description: 

Effect.  Where  an  entice  tract  of  land  Is  sold  at  private  tax 
sale  for  special  city  assessments  levied  against  only  a  portion 
thereof,  and  a  tax  receipt  is  Issued  In  pursuance  of  such  sale,  in 
which  the  entire  tract  is  described,  such  sale  can  not  be  said  to 
have  been  made  "in  consequence  of  error  In  describing  such  land 
In  the  tax  receipt,"  within  the  meaning  of  said  section. 

Error   from    the  district   court  for   Douglas    county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J,    Affirmed. 

Henry  W.  Vennocli,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Geo.  W.  Shields,  contra. 
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Albebt,  C 

On  the  7th  day  of  January,  1892,  E.  B.  Baer,  at  private 
tax  sale,  bought  certain  real  estate  in  Douglas  county. 
The  tax,  for  which  the  sale  was  made,  was  a  grading  assess- 
ment of  the  city  of  Omaha,  levied  on  only -a  portion  of  the 
land  so  bought.  The  sale  of  the  whole  tract,  for  the  tax 
levied  on  only  a  portion  of  it,  was  not  due  to  any  mistake 
of  the  county  treasurer,  but  the  city  officer  who  certified 
the  city  taxes  to  him.  Afterward,  the  purchaser  paid  sub- 
sequent taxes  on  the  property,  including  city  and  county 
taxes;  and,  on  December  14th,  following,  assigned  his  tax 
certificate,  and  his  rights  thereunder,  to  the  Concordia 
Loan  &  Trust  Co.,  the  plaintiff  in  this  case.  The  plaintiff 
thereafter  paid  subsequent  taxes  on  the  land,  including 
both  regular  and  special  assessments.  Afterward,  in  an 
action  brought  in  the  district  court  of  Douglas  county,  it 
was  duly  adjudged  that  such  tax  certificate  was  a  lien  pro 
rata  on  that  portion  of  the  land  against  which  the  assess- 
ment was  levied,  and  not  a  lien  on  the  remainder.  The 
plaintiff  then  filed  its  claim  before  the  county  board  of 
Douglas  county,  for  all  that  part  of  the  taxes  paid  by 
reason  of  the  mistake  in  selling  the  entire  tract  when  only 
a  portion  thereof  was  subject  to  sale.  The  board  rejected 
the  claim.  On  appeal,  the  district  court  found  against 
the  plaintiff  as  to  all  city  taxes,  bnt  in  its  favor  for  other 
taxes  paid  subsequent  to  the  sale,  and  rendered  judgment 
accordingly.    The  plaintiff  brings  the  case  here  on  appeal. 

The  plaintiff  contends  that  it  was  entitled  to  a  judg- 
ment for  the  taxes  levied. by  the  city,  in  addition  to  what 
was  awarded  it  by  the  court.  Aside  from  one  question, 
which  we  shall  notice  presently,  we  think  this  contention 
is  fnlly  disposed  of  in  Martin  v.  Kearney  County,  62  Neb., 
538,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  351,  decided  by  this  court,  September 
18, 1901,  in  which  it  is  held,  that  the  rule  of  caveat  emptor 
applies  to  the  purchaser  of  real  estate  at  tax  sale.  In  the 
body  of  the  opinion,  Holcomb,  J.,  says :  "The  levy  was  cer- 
tified to  the  proper  county  officers,  and  in  the  perform- 
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ance  of  a  ministerial  duty  imposed  on  them  the  taxes  levied 
were  entered  on  the  tax  record  against  all  the  property 
lying  -in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  making  the  levy. 
The  taxes  were  collected  and  turned  over  to  the  city  au- 
thorities entitled  thereto.  There  was  no  mistake  or  wrong- 
ful act  on  the  part  of  the  county  treasurer  or  other  county 
officers.  •  •  •  The  county  acted  only  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  the  levy  made  by  the  city  and  turning  over 
the  funds  to  the  municipality.  Further  than  this,  it  and 
its  officers  had  no  interest  in  the  matter,  and  no  greater 
responsihility  should  have  heen  or  was  by  the  legislature 
intended  to  attach  to  them  than  necessary  to  a  proper  dis- 
charge of  their  duty  incident  to  such  collection.  The  taxes 
held  illegal  were  not  levied  by  or  for  the  benefit  of  the 
county,  and  we  observe  no  sound  reason  for  holding  the 
county  to  any  further  or  greater  responsibility."  As  we 
have  seen,  the  mistake  in  this  case  was  not  that  of  any 
county  officer  but  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  city ;  hence 
the  foregoing  is  clearly  applicable  and  fully  accords  with 
our  views. 

But  the  plaintiff  insists  that  the  entire  tract  was  sold 
in  consequence  of  an  error  in  describing  the'  land  in  the 
tax  receipt  issued  to  the  purchaser  in  pursuance  of  hiB 
purchase  at  the  tax  sale;  and  for  that  reason  his  case 
falls  within  the  provisions  of  section  131  of  the  revenue 
act,  which  provides,  among  other  things,  as  follows: 
"Whenever  land  is  sold  in  consequence  of  error  in  describ- 
ing such  land  in  the  tax  receipt,  the  county  is  to  hold  the 
purchaser  harmless."  We  are  not  required  to  construe 
that  portion  of  the  section  quoted,  because,  in  our  opinion, 
it  has  no  application  to  this  case.  Section  113,  of  the 
same  act,  provides:  "After  a  tax  sale  shall  have  closed, 
"  "  *  if  any  real  estate  remain  unsold  for  the  want 
of  bidders  therefor,  the  county  treasurer  is  authorized 
and  required  to  sell  the  same  at  private  sale  at  his  office, 
to  any  person  who  will  pay  the  amount  of  taxes,  penalty, 
and  costs  thereof  for  the  same,  and  make  out  duplicate 
receipts  for  the  taxes  on  such  real  estate,  and  deliver  one 
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to  the  purchaser  and  the  other  to  the  county  clerk."  The 
sale  and  the  payment  of  the  purchase  price  precede  the 
receipt  Whatever  else  may  be  in  doubt,  this  much  is 
clear;  consequences  can  never  precede,  in  point  of  time, 
the  source  from  which  they  flow.  If  follows  that  it  can- 
not be  successfully  urged,  that  the  sale  to  the  plaintiff  was 
"in  consequence  of  error  in  describing  such  land  in  the 
tax  receipt,"  made  in  pursuance  of  such  sale. 

In  our  opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  is 
right,  and  we  recommend  that  it  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffle,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmbd. 


Ellbn  T.  Muchmorb  v.  Jambs  A.  Guest. 

Filed  Dmimbeb  4,  1901.    Mo.  10,628. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Deportment  No.  2. 

Process:  No  Sxbticb  ud  lumracun  Sebvioe  Distinoutbhed.  There  Is 
a  well-marked  distinction  maintained  between  Judgments  ren- 
dered In  which  there  has  been  no  service  of  summons  at  all  and 
those  rendered  where  there  has  been  service  of  summons  Irregu- 
larly made.  In  the  former  class  the  Judgment  may  be  collater- 
ally Impeached,  but  In  the  latter  the  defect  Is  waived,  unless  di- 
rectly assailed. 

Ebbos  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.  Tried 
below  before  Letton,  J.     Affirmed. 

F.  ST.  Prout,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

A.  S.  Babcock,  contra. 

Oldhah,  G. 

This  was  an  action  in  ejectment  in  the  district  court  for 
Gage  county,  Nebraska,  instituted  by  the  plaintiff  below 
for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  certain  lots  situated 
in  the  village  of  Liberty,  Gage  county,  Nebraska.  A  jury 
was  waived  and  trial  was  had  to  the  court  and  judgment 
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was  rendered  (or  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  brings  error 
to  this  court. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  common  source  of  title  from 
which  each  of  the  litigants  claim  is  F.  M.  Muchmore,  who 
is  conceded  to  have  been  the  owner  of  the  premises  in  dis- 
pute at  and  prior  to  the  27th  day  of  August,  1885.  Plain- 
tiff claims  title  under  a  sheriff's  deed  dated  March  3, 1888, 
executed  under  an  order  of  sale  issued  by  the  district 
court  for  Gage  county,  Nebraska,  on  a  judgment  entered 
in  said  court  on  the  16th  day  of  November,  1887.  This 
judgment  was  rendered  by  the  district  court  on  an  action 
prosecuted  by  plaintiff,  James  A.  Guest,  against  P.  M. 
Muchmore  and  defendant,  Ellen  T.  Muchmore,  and  John 
S.  Muchmore,  Jr.  The  action  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
creditors'  bill  and  sought  to  charge  the  lands  in  dispute 
with  the  payment  of  a  judgment  which  the  plaintiff, 
James  A.  Guest,  had  procured  against  P.  M.  Muchmore 
and  W.  F.  Richards  in  the  district  court  for  Gage  county, 
and  to  cancel  a  deed  to  the  premises  in  dispute  executed 
by  P,  M.  Muchmore  and  defendant,  Ellen  T.  Muchmore, 
and  delivered  to  John  S.  Muchmore,  Jr.,  on  the  27th  day 
of  August,  1885,  Defendant  claims  title  under  a  quit- 
claim deed  executed  and  delivered  to  her  by  John  S.  Much- 
more,  Jr.,  on  the  1st  day  of  December,  1896. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony  in  the  record  that  after 
the  delivery  of  the  sheriff's  deed  to  plaintiff,  in  1888,  he 
entered  into  the  possession  of  the  premises  in  dispute  and 
occupied  them  continuously,  by  his  tenants,  until  some- 
time in  the  year  1896,  when,  during  a  temporary  vacancy 
of  the  premises  the  defendant  took  possession  and  sub- 
sequently procured  the  quitclaim  deed  on  which  she  now 
asserts  title.  Her  contention  is  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and  against  P.  M. 
Muchmore  and  W.  H.  Richards  was  void,  because  P.  M. 
Muchmore  was  improperly  served  with  process  in  that 
cause  of  action.  While  we  do  not  think  this  objection  is 
material,  in  view  of  the  conclusion  we  shall  reach  on  an 
examination  of  the  record  and  judgment  in  the  creditors' 
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Mil  proceeding,  jet,  as  this  objection  is  strongly  urged  by 
counsel  for  defendant  in  an  able  brief  we  Bhall  examine 
it  briefly. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  in  the  cause  of  action, 
on  which  the  judgment  at  law  was  rendered  against  F.  M. 
Muchmore  and  W.  H.  Richards,  the  first  summons  issued 
was  returned  by  the  sheriff  of  Gage  county,  Nebraska, 
with  service  on  W.  H.  Richards  but  without  having  found 
P.  M.  Muchmore  within  the  county.  It  also  appears  from 
ttie  record  that  an  alias  summons  was  issued  to  the  sheriff 
of  Gage  county,  Nebraska,  against  F.  M.  Muchmore.  This 
summons  was  in  proper  form  and  bore  the  following 
return :  "Received  April  27, 1886.  Ab  commanded  by  the 
irrit  I  summoned  the  witness  named  April  27,  1886,  F.  M. 
Muchmore,  by  delivering  to  him  a  certified  copy.  Wm, 
Montgomery,  Guide  Park  precinct,  Constable."  P.  if. 
Muchmore  did  not  appear  in  this  cause  of  action  and  judg- 
ment was  rendered  against  him  on  the  27th  day  of 
September,  1886,  for  the  sum  of  $614.06  and  costs.  While 
the  return  to  this  summons  was  informal  and  might  have 
been  successfully  attacked  by  special  appearance,  before 
judgment,  yet  in  absence  of  a  clear  showing  that  no  service 
of  the  summons  was  had  at  all  on  F.  M.  Muchmore,  the 
judgment  rendered  on  such  irregular  service  cannot  be 
collaterally  impeached.  There  is  a  well  marked  distinc- 
tion maintained  by  the  decisions  of  our  own  court  between 
judgments  rendered  where  there  has  been  no  service  of 
summons  at  all  and  those  rendered  where  there  has  been 
service  irregularly  made.  In  the  former  class  the  judg- 
ment may  be  impeached  by  collateral  attack,  but  in  the 
latter  the  defect  is  waived,  unless  assailed  in  a  direct  pro- 
ceeding before  judgment  Gilbert  v.  Brown,  9  Neb.,  90; 
Seward  v.  Didier,  16  Neb.,  58;  Holliday  v.  Brown,  33 
Neb.,  657;  Gandy  v.  Jolly,  35  Neb.,  711;  Campbell  Print- 
ing Press  &  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Marder,  50  Neb.,  283. 

An  attack  Is  made  on  the  judgment  in  the  creditors'  bill 
proceeding  for  the  alleged  reason  that  there  was  no  proper 
service  of  summons  in  this  case  on  John  S.  Muchmore 
13 
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This  judgment  was  by  default  and  the  court  found,  among 
other  things,  that  "due  personal  notice  of  the  filing  and 
pendency  of  this  petition  was  given  to  the  defendants 
according  to  law."  This  finding  of  the  court  is  attempted 
to  be  impeached  by  the  return  of  the  summons,  as  to  the 
service  on  John  S.  Muchmore.  The  summons  bore  the  fol- 
lowing indorsements : 

"Summona. 
District  court. 
Doc.  H.  No.  2254.  Page  191. 
James  A.  Guest, 
Plaintiff, 
Against 
F.  M.  Muchmore  et  al., 
Defendants. 
4  hereby  deputize  L.  J.  Palmer  to  serve  this  within  writ. 
E.  P.  Davis, 

Sheriff. 
A.  V.  S.  Saunders, 
Filed  May  26,  1887.  Clerk  D.  C. 


State  of  Nebraska,  1 


By  E.  E.  WORRALL, 

Depy. 


Gage  County 

Received  this  writ  on  the  20th  day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1887, 
and  on  the  22nd  day  of  May  A.  D.,  1887, 1  served  the  within 
summons  on  the  within  named  John  S.  Mutchmore  by 
delivering  to  and  leaving  with  the  said  John  8.  Mutchmore 
a  true  and  certified  copy  of  this  writ,  together  with  all  the 
indorsements  thereon.  All  done  in  Gage  County,  Ne- 
braska. 

Witness  my  hand  this  22nd  day  of  May,  1887. 

Fees.  

Service  $  .50  Sheriff. 

Copv  .25 

Mileage  2.60 

Total  3.35         L.  J.  Palmer, 

Deputy." 
The  only  objection  urged  against  the  return  of  this 
service  is  the  fact  that  the  return  was  not  verified  by  L.  J. 
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Palmer.  This  objection,  however,  is  one  of  a  mere 
irregularity  in  the  return  which  could  have  been  raised 
in  a  direct  attack  but  is  not  available  in  a  collateral  action. 
I.ariiiier  v.  Wallace,  36  Neb.,  444.  These  are  all  the  con- 
tentions on  which  defendant  relies  for  a  reversal  of  this 
cause. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Robert  B.  Morton  bt  al.  v.  The  Western  Seed  &  Irriga- 
tion Company. 

Fii-ed  December  4,  1901,    No.  10,538. 

Commissioner  a  opinion.  Department  No.  2, 

Judgment:  Sufehhedeas  :  Necessitt  foe  Transcript.  Ill  order  to 
supersede  a  Judgment  under  sections  588  and  590,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  a  transcript  as  well  ae  a  petition  In  error  must  be 
filed  la  the  supreme  court. 

E&ror  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.     Reversed. 

Byron  O.  Bwbank,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Joel  W.  West,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

The  controlling  question  in  this  cause  is  whether  at 
the  time  of  the  sheriff's  sale  which  is  the  basis  of  plaintiffs 
complaint  the  judgment  under  which  the  sale  was  held  had 
been  superseded.  The  plaintiff  alleged  that  prior  to  the 
sale  it  had  "filed  a  petition  in  error  together  with  a  tran- 
script of  the  final  judgment  "  *  *  in  the  supreme  court," 
and  that  a  supersedeas  bond  was  thereupon  duly  executed, 
filed  and  approved.    At  the  trial  plaintiff  introduced  the 
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supersedeas  bond,  a  certified  copy  of  the  petition  in  error 
filed  in  the  supreme  court,  a  summons  in  error  with  return 
showing  service  thereof,  and  a  certificate  of  the  clerk  of 
the  supreme  court  that  a  petition  in  error  was  on  file. 
There  was  no  certificate  or  proof  of  any  sort  that  a  tran- 
script had  been  filed  unless  the  filing  thereof  may  be  pre- 
sumed from  the  issuance  of  summons  in  error.  But  what- 
ever presumption  might  thus  arise  is  overcome  by  the 
clerk's  certificate,  which  raises  a  strong  inference  that  only 
a  petition  in  error  was  on  file,  confirmed  also  by  the  recitals 
of  the  undertaking  and  several  notices  served  upon  the 
sheriff  by  plaintiff,  all  of  which  recite  the  filing  of  a  peti- 
tion in  error  only  though  the  form  of  undertaking  in  com- 
mon use  recites  filing  of  a  transcript.  Even  the  petition 
in  error  omits  the  usual  statement  that  a  transcript  is 
filed  therewith.  Plaintiff  alleged  the  filing  of  both  tran- 
script and  petition  in  error,  but  we  think  it  proved  only 
the  filing  of  the  latter.  Construing  sections  588  and  590, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  in  connection  with  section  586, 
we  are  satisfied  that  in  order  to  supersede  a  judgment  un- 
der the  two  former  sections  a  transcript  as  well  as  a  peti- 
tion in  error  must  be  filed  in  the  supreme  court.  Originally 
the  Code  merely  required  an  undertaking.  But  in  1873 
section  590  was  amended  to  provide  that  before  the  under- 
taking mentioned  in  section  588  should  operate  as  a 
supersedeas  "a  petition  in  error  must  be  filed  in  the 
appellate  court."  The  obvious  purpose  of  this  change  was 
to  require  the  judgment  debtor  to  actually  institute  his 
error  proceedings  as  well  as  give  an  undertaking  before 
the  judgment  creditor  could  be  deprived  of  his  right  to 
enforce  the  judgment.  A  petition  in  error  without  a 
transcript  is  wholly  nugatory.  It  gives  the  supreme  court 
no  jurisdiction,  and  has  no  legal  effect  whatever.  Qarneau 
v.  Omaha  Printing  Co.,  42  Neb.,  847.  By  requiring  a 
petition  in  error  to  be  filed,  the  legislature  meant  to  re- 
quire it  to  be  filed  as  provided  by  section  586  just  preced- 
ing. A  proceeding  of  some  legal  force  and  validity  was 
contemplated,  not  a  mere  pretense  conferring  no  power 
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or  jurisdiction  on  the  court  wherein  it  was  begun.  The 
same  view  was  taken  of  statutory  provisions  of  like  import 
in  Glafcke  v.  O'Brien,  1  Wyo.,  316,  and  such  has  been  the 
general  understanding  of  the  profession.  Strawn,  Supreme 
Court  Practice,  162. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  reversed  and  the 
cause  remanded. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CC,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


S.  H.  H.  Clabk  et  al.  v.  Colfax  County. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.     No.   10,556. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

1.  Tender:  Objected  to  oh  Certain  Grounds  Waives  Others.  Where 
a  tender  la  accompanied  by  a  condition,  and  the  party  to  whom 
the  tender  1b  made  makeB  no  objection  to  such  condition,  but  re- 
jects the  tender  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  amount  tendered  la 
Insufficient,  the  condition  does  not  vitiate  the  tender. 

2.Tixm:  Levied  in  Excess  of  Leqal  Limit:  Remedy:  Tender.  Where 
a  tax  1b  levied  In  excess  of  the  legal  limit,  a  taxpayer  le  not  re- 
stricted to  the  statutory  remedy  but  may  leader  the  amount  as- 
sessed against  him  less  such  excess. 

3.  Tender  Kept  Good:  Interest.  If  such  tender  1b  rejected,  and  Is 
kept  good  by  the  party  making  It,  in  an  action  for  the  recovery 
of  such  taxes,  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  interest  accruing  after 
such  tender. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Colfax  county.  Tried 
below  before  Marshall,  J.     Reversed, 

W.  R.  Kelly  and  E.  P.  Smith,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Geo.  H.  Thoma*  and  J.  A..  Orimison,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

This  action  was  brought  by  Colfax  county,  against  the 
receivers  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company,  for  taxes 
levied  against  the  company  for  the  year  1896.     The  de- 
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fendant  pleaded  a  tender  of  the  amount  due.  As  to  such 
plea,  the  plaintiff  replied  by  impliedly  admitting  that  the 
amount,  alleged  to  have  been  tendered,  was  tendered  by 
the  defendants,  and  alleging  that  such  tender  was  accom- 
panied by  conditions  upon  which  the  defendants  had  no 
right  to  insist,  and  was  therefore  ineffectual.  During  the 
pendency  of  the  action,  the  trial  court  made  an  order 
permitting  the  plaintiff  to  accept  the  amount  of  the  tender, 
which  had  been  paid  into  court,  without  prejudice  to  its 
rights  in  this  case,  in  pursuance  of  which  order  it  was 
paid  to  the  plaintiff.  A  trial  was  had  to  the  court,  which 
resulted  in  a  finding  and  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for 
interest  on  the  amount  tendered  from  the  date  of  the 
alleged  tender  to  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  the  money  by 
the  plaintiff  in  pursuance  of  the  order  hereinbefore  men- 
tioned. There  is  a  specific  finding,  "that  the  tender 
claimed  and  shown  by  the  defendants  was  and  is  con- 
ditional, and  therefore  invalid  as  a  tender."  The  defend- 
ants bring  the  case  here  on  error. 

From  the  specific  finding  above  mentioned,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  fact  that  plaintiff's  recovery  was  lim- 
ited to  interest  on  the  amount  tendered,  it  is  clear  that 
the  decision  of  the  trial  court  is  based  wholly  on  the 
ground  that  the  tender  was  not  absolute,  but  conditional. 
At  the  time  of  the  tender  there  was  a  dispute  between  the 
parties  as  to  the  amount  legally  due  for  taxes  for  the  year 
1896.  This  dispute  grew  out  of  a  levy  of  twenty  mills 
school  district  tax,  for  a  certain  school  district,  and  a  levy 
of  eleven  mills  school  district  bond  tax  for  the  same  dis- 
trict. The  defendants  claimed  that  the  total  school  tax  for 
that  district  was  eleven  mills  in  excess  of  the  limit  fixed 
by  section  24,  subdivision  14,  chapter  79  of  the  Compiled 
Statutes  of  1895,  in  force  at  that  time,  and  applicable  to 
said  district,  which  provides  "that  the  aggregate  school 
tax  shall  in  no  one  year  exceed  two  per  cent."  The  tender 
covered  all  the  taxes  due,  save  such  school  tax,  so  far  as 
the  same  was  in  excess  of  two  per  cent.  The  county  treas- 
urer refused  to  accept  the  tender,  and  based  his  refusal  on 
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the  sole  ground  that  the  amount  tendered  was  less  than 
the  amount  specified  on  the  tax  list.  The  rule  appears  to 
be,  that  where  a  tender  is  accompanied  by  a  condition  on 
which  the  party  making  the  tender  has  no  right  to  insist, 
and  no  objection  is  made  to  the  condition,  but  the  tender 
is  refused  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  amount  tendered 
is  insufficient,  the  accompanying  condition  does  not  vitiate 
the  tender.  Afoynuhun  v.  Moore,  77  Am.  Dec.  [Mich.], 
468;  Graham  v.  Frostier,  49  Neb.,  90.  Applying  that  rule, 
the  tender  of  the  defendants  having  been  found  sufllrient 
in  amount  to  the  trial  court,  was  effectual,  notwithstand- 
ing the  condition  accompanying  it.  Rut  it  is  argued,  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  that  the  defendants  have  mistaken 
their  remedy;  that  they  should  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  provisions  of  section  144,  article  1,  chapter  77  of 
the  Compiled  Statutes.  Where  taxes  are  levied  in  excess 
of  the  amount  authorized  by  law,  to  the  extent  of  such 
excess  they  are  levied  for  an  illegal  and  unauthorized 
porpose.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Nemaha  County,  50 
Xeb.,  393.  As  to  such  excess,  the  levy  is  void.  A  void 
tax  is  no  tax.  That  being  true,  the  defendants  occupy 
precisely  the  same  position,  so  far  as  their  rights  in  this 
case  are  concerned,  that  they  would  have  occupied  had 
there  been  no  excessive  levy  and  they  had  tendered  the 
full  amount  of  the  tax  levied  against  them,  and  the  treas- 
urer had  arbitrarily  demanded  a  larger  amount.  Will  it 
be  claimed  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  defendants 
wonld  be  required  to  pay  the  excess  arbitrarily  demanded 
and  then  pursue  the  circuitous  statutory  course  t*  recover 
the  excess?  We  think  not;  and  to  us  it  is  equally  clear 
that  they  were  not  required  to*  pursue  that  course  in  this 
case. 

It  follows  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  should 
be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  a  new  trial,  and 
we  so  recommend. 

Ammb  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 
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First  National  Bank  of  Albion,  Nebraska,  v.  Coba 
Snyder. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,679. 

Co mmlsa loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Partition  Sale:  Pboceeuh:  Exemption.  Proceeds  of  a  partition  sale 
of  real  estate  cannot  be  claimed  as  'exempt  personal  property 
against  one  who  had  and  has  taken  proper  steps  In  the  partition 
proceedings  to  enforce  a  judgment  lien  against  the  land  par- 
titioned. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Boone  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kendall,  J.     Reversed  with  directions. 

H.  C.  Vail,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

M.  W.  McGan  and  J.  8.  Armstrong,  contra,  but  filed  no 
brief. 

Hastings,  C. 

In  a  partition  the  plaintiff,  bank,  claimed  a  lien  upon 
the  share  of  John  P.  Snyder  for  $385  debt,  and  coste  of 
|25.48,  upon  a  judgment  recovered  in  1893  against  said 
Snyder.  The  father,  Peter  Snyder,  died  December  6,  1896, 
seized  in  fee  of  two  hundred  and  five  acres  of  land  in  Boone 
county,  where  the  judgment  against  the  son  was  on  the 
judgment  docket,  unreversed,  unpaid  and  in  force.  After 
the  decree  of  distribution,  which  it  was  found  impossible 
to  carry  out,  the  real  estate  was  sold,  and  it  was  found  that 
there  was  due  from  it,  as  John  F.  Snyder's  share,  $277.63. 
In-  the  meanwhile  his  wife,  Cora  Snyder,  had  filed  a  plea 
of  intervention,  setting  up  the  absence  of  her  husband  from 
the  state;  that  sbe  was  the  head  of  a  family;  that  she  had 
neither  lands,  town  lots  nor  houses  subject  to  exemption 
as  a  homestead,  and  claiming  this  money  as  a  persona) 
exemption.  Her  claim  was  allowed  by  the  trial  court,  and 
the  money  found  to  be  exempt  from  plaintiff's  claim,  and 
was  decreed  to  be  paid  to  the  wife.  From  this  decree  the 
plaintiff,  bank,  appeals. 
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The  bank's  claim  is,  in  substance,  that  this  real  estate 
descended  to  the  heirs  of  Peter  Snyder,  one  of  whom  was 
John  F. ;  that  when  it  so  descended  the  judgment  on  the 
records  of  Boone  county  attached  to  John  F.  Snyder's 
interest  and  became  and  remained  a  lien  upon  it,  and 
when  the  land  was  sold  in  the  partition  proceedings,  the 
proceeds,  so  far  as  they  went  to  John  F.  Snyder,  should 
hare  been  paid  in  discharge  of  this  lien.  Section  805, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  No  brief  has  been  filed  by  the  de- 
fendant in  error,  and  it  is  impossible  to  see  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  action  of  the  trial  court  can  be  sustained.  The 
title  to  this  portion  of  the  estate  certainly  passed  to  John 
P.  Snyder  on  the  father's  death.  The  property  was  not  a 
homestead,  and  clearly  was  not  exempt  from  seizure  for 
John  Snyder's  debts.  It  certainly  became  subject  to  the 
lien  of  this  judgment,  and  as  certainly  the  partition  pro- 
ceedings did  not  serve  in  any  manner  to  discharge  that 
Hen.  The  sale  in  the  partition  proceedings  to  which  the 
plaintiff  was  a  party,  must  be  held  to  have  been  made  to 
enforce  plaintiff's  lien.  The  proceeds  are  no  more  subject 
to  any  claim  of  exemption  as  personalty  than  if  they  were 
the  proceeds  of  an  execution  sale  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
court  by  that  means.    Section  805,  Code. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  trial 
court,  so  far  as  it  provides  for  the  payment  of  this  money 
to  Cora  Snyder,  be  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  with 
instructions  to  enter  a  decree  in  favor  of  plaintiff. 

Dat  and  KlBKPATBIGE,  CC,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  trial  court,  so  far  as  it  provides  for  the 
payment  of  this  money  to  Cora  Snyder,  is  reversed,  and 
the  cause  remanded  with  instructions  to  the  district  court 
to  enter  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 

Reversed  and  bemandbd. 
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Jambs  Schulz  bt  al.  v.  A.  M.  Modisett  et  al. 

Filed  Decemree  4,  1901.    No.  10,682. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.   3. 

1  Witnesses:  Hypothetical  Questions:  What  They  Should  Em- 
brace.  All  the  undisputed  pertinent  facte  of  a  case  should  be  sub- 
stantially Included  In  hypothetical  questions  propounded  to  expert 
witnesses. 


Erbob  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysob,  J.     Affirmed. 

Good  &  Stoma,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Hypothetical  questions  must  not  assume  the  existence 
of  facts  of  which  no  evidence  is  offered.  An  hypothetical 
question  must  be  based  on  all  the  facta  proven  in  the  case. 
Sauntman  v.  Maxwell,  54  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  397;  Ver- 
million Artesian  Well  Co.  v.  Gity  of  Vermillion,  61  N.  W. 
Rep.  [S.  Dak.],  802;  Central  R.  &  B.  Co.  v.  Maltsby,  16 
S.  E.  Rep.  [Ga.],  953;  Hall  v.  Rankin,  54  N.  W,  Rep. 
[la.],  217;  Prather  v.  McClelland,  26  S.  W.  Rep.  [Tex.], 
657;  Vosburg  v.  Putney,  50  N.  W.  Rep.  [Wis.],  403;  Kelly 
v.  Perrault,  48  Pac.  Rep.  [Idaho],  45;  Bergen  County 
Traction  Co.  v.  Bliss,  41  Atl.  Rep.  [N.  J.],  837 ;  Galveston 
H.  &  8.  R.  Co.  v.  Pitts,  42  S.  W.  Rep.  [Tex.],  255;  Culbert- 
son  v.  Metropolitan  St.  R.  Co.,  36  S.  W.  Rep.  [Mo.],  834; 
Connell  v.  McNett,  67  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  344;  Turner 
v.  Township  of  Ridgway,  63  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  406; 
Bchaidler  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.,  78  N.  W.  Rep. 
[Wis.],  732. 

George  E.  Pritchett,  contra. 
Oldham,  O. 

This  is  a  suit  against  the  maker  and  indorser  on  a 
promissory  note  for  the  balance  due  thereon  of  $3,338.05. 
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Defendants  admitted  the  execution  of  the  note,  but  alleged, 
as  a  defense,  that  the  note  was  given  as  a  part  of  the 
pan-haw  price  for  five  hundred  and  forty-five  head  of 
cattle  bought  from  the  plaintiff  below  by  the  defendants 
below,  James  and  Hans  Schulz,  through  the  agency  of  the 
defendants,  Rice  Bros.  &  Nixon;  that  the  cattle  were 
purchased  at  the  agreed  price  of  $3.15  per  hundred  weight 
after  allowing  three  per  cent,  for  shrinkage.  They  were 
weighed  on  the  scales  of  plaintiffs  below  and  when  so 
weighed  a  part  of  the  purchase  price  was  paid  in  cash  and 
a  note  of  $9,914  was  given  for  the  remainder  of  the  pur- 
chase price.  This  is  the  note  in  controversy.  They  also 
allege  that  the  scales  on  which  the  cattle  were  weighed 
were  inaccurate  and  incorrect  in  the  weight,  and  instead 
of  the  net  weight  of  the  cattle,  after  deducting  three  per 
cent,  shrinkage,  being  703,745  pounds  as  shown  by  plain- 
tiffs' scales,  the  true  net  weight  of  said  cattle  was  not  to 
exceed  600,000;  that  they  had  not  discovered  the  alleged 
fraud  practiced  upon  them  by  the  plaintiffs  until  a  part 
of  the  purchase  price  had  been  paid  and  the  note  for  the 
remainder,  sued  on,  had  been  executed  and  delivered  to 
plaintiffs.  Plaintiffs  replied  denying  these  allegations  of 
the  answer.  Trial  was  had  to  a  jury;  there  was  judgment 
for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  full  amount  due  on  the  note,  and 
defendants  bring  error  to  this  court. 

There  is  no  complaint  made  of  any  instruction  given  or 
refused  by  the  trial  court.  The  only  complaint,  to  which 
our  attention  is  directed,  is  as  to  the  forms  of  questions 
propounded  by  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  in  the  examina- 
tion of  his  witnesses.  But  an  examination  of  the  very 
roluminous  record  in  this  cause  shows  that  these  criti- 
cisms are  purely  technical  and  without  any  substantial 
merit 

It  is  also  contended  that  there  was  no  proper  foundation 
laid  for  the  expert  testimony  introduced  by  plaintiffs  tend- 
ing to  show  the  probable  loss  in  the  weight  of  the  cattle 
in  their  shipment  from  Irvin  to  Wahoo.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  hypothetical  questions  propounded  to  the  wit 
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nesses  did  not  contain  a  fair  statement  of  the  facts  in  re- 
gard to  the  cattle  and  their  transportation  as  shown  by 
the  testimony  of  the  preceding  witnesses.  It  is  true  that 
all  the  undisputed  pertinent  facte  of  a  case  must  he  in- 
cluded in  hypothetical  questions.  Levinxon  v.  Santh,  81 
111.  App.,  578.  This  is  just  what  was  done.  But  the  de- 
fendants contend  that  everything  which  they  claimed  to 
be  connected  with  that  shipment  should  have  been  included 
in  plaintiff's  hypothetical  questions.  This  is  not  the  rule. 
They  had  a  right  to  and  did  examine  their  own  experts  on 
their  theory  of  the  facts  connected  with  that  shipment, 
but  they  could  not  compel  plaintiffs  to  submit  their  theory 
of  facts,  which  were  not  admitted  by  plaintiffs,  to  plain- 
tiffs' experts. 

There  was  no  dispute  in  the  trial  below  that  the  note  was 
given  for  a  balance  of  the  purchase  price  for  five  hundred 
and  forty-five  head  of  cattle.  It  was  admitted  that  these 
cattle  were  weighed  in  the  presence  of  defendants'  agent  on 
plaintiffs'  scales,  and  that  these  scales  showed  that  the  cat- 
tle weighed  725,510  pounds  and  that  after  deducting  three 
per  cent  for  shrinkage  there  were  703,745  pounds  which 
were  to  be  paid  for  at  the  agreed  price  of  $3.15  per  hundred 
weight,  which  amounted  to  $22,167.96.  It  is  also  admitted 
that  $12,253.9(1  of  this  amount  was  paid  in  cash  and  that 
$9,914  was  paid  by  note,  and  that  $7,000  bad  been  paid  on 
this  note  by  the  defendants  about  six  months  after  the 
purchase  of  the  cattle.  It  also  appeared  that  there  was 
no  objection  made  by  the  defendants  to  the  weight  of  the 
cattle  at  the  time  this  payment  was  made.  The  character 
of  the  testimony  by  which  the  defendants  sought  to  im- 
peach the  accuracy  of  the  plaintiffs'  scales  was  of  a  very 
dubious  and  unsatisfactory  kind.  It  consisted  largely  of 
the  judgment  of  cattle  men  who  looked  at  the  cattle  after 
they  had  been  shipped  from  Irvin  in  Sheridan  county  to 
Wahoo  in  Saunders  county,  Nebraska.  As  to  the  weight  of 
the  cattle,  there  was  no  testimony  of  any  exj>ert  who  had 
tested  the  scales  that  they  were  inaccurate,  nor  were  the 
cattle  weighed  again  on  any  other  scales  until  they  had 
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been  fattened  and  shipped  to  the  markets  in  South  Omaha 
and  Chicago.  Under  this  condition  of  the  testimony  we 
can  scarcely  see  how  the  jury  could  have  found  other 
than  it  did  on  the  issues  submitted. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Jennie  C.  Russell  v.  John  A.  Gunn. 

Pom  Decbkbeb  4,  1901.    No.  10,612. 

Co  mm  iss  loner's  Opinion.     Department   No.   1. 
Appeal  and  Error:    Instbcction  Withdrawing  Issue.     An  instruction 
which  substantially  withdraws  an  issue  in  the  case  Is  erroneous. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Red  Willow  county. 
Tried  below  before  Norbis,  J.     Reversed. 

Harlow  W.  Keyes  and  Doyle  &  Berge,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

W.  R.  Starr,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

John  A.  Gunn  brought  this  action  in  the  district  court 
of  Red  Willow  county  against  Jennie  C.  Russell  to  re- 
cover for  medical  services  rendered  by  him  pursuant  to  an 
alleged  employment  by  the  defendant.  Upon  the  trial 
there  was  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  upon  which  judgment 
was  rendered,  to  review  which  the  defendant  has  brought 
error  to  this  court.  The  petition  was  in  the  usual  form 
of  an  action  to  recover  for  services  rendered  under  a  con- 
tract of  employment.  The  answer  charged  three  defenses : 
1.  A  qualified  general  denial ;  2.  Pleading  of  the  statute 
of  frauds,  and  3.  A  plea  of  coverture. 

One  of  the  errors  now  complained  of  is  that  the  court 
in  its  instructions  to  the  jury  failed  to  state  the  issues 
as  presented  by  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence,  in  that 
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the  court  wholly  failed  to  mention  tbe  second  and  third 
defenses  alleged  in  the  answer.  The  only  reference  to  the 
issues  in  the  instructions  appears  in  instruction  number 
one  given  by  the  court,  which*  was  as  follows : 

"This  is  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff  against  the 
defendant  for  professional  services.  Upon  most  of  the 
points  in  the  case  there  is  practically  do  dispute  in  the 
evidence.  Under  the  evidence  there  can  be  no  question  but 
that  the  plaintiff  received  the  telegram  that  has  been 
testified  about  in  evidence;  that  acting  in  good  faith  and 
upon  the  strength  of  such  telegram  he  performed  the  serv- 
ices for  which  the  action  is  brought,  and  that  the  reason-  ■ 
able  value  of  such  services  is  what  is  claimed  in  this 
action. 

"About  the  only  thing  for  you  to  consider  is  whether 
or  not  the  defendant  authorized  Dr.  Demay  to  send  for  Dr. 
Ounn.  If  you  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  defendant 
authorized  or  instructed  Dr.  Demay  to  send  the  telegram 
in  question  then  your  verdict  should  be  for  the  plaintiff. 
If  you  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  defendant  did  not 
authorize  or  instruct  Dr.  Demay  to  send  for  Dr.  Gunn  then 
your  verdict  should  be  for  the  defendant." 

As  to  the  defense  of  the  statute  of  frauds  we  think  the 
court  might  with  propriety  have  regarded  it  as  mere  sur- 
plusage. The  action  was  clearly  based  upon  an  allegation 
of  employment  by  the  defendant;  the  fact  that  the  service 
was  rendered  for  the  benefit  of  some  one  else  would  make 
it  none  the  less  the  contract  of  the  parties.  The  court  in- 
structed the  jury  that  If  the  defendant  did  not  authorize 
or  instruct  the  employment  of  the  plaintiff  there  could 
be  no  recovery.  This  instruction  sufficiently  covered  the 
phase  of  the  case  presented  by  the  statute  of  frauds  and 
was  as  favorable  to  the  defendant  as  she  could  ask. 

The  answer  and  the  evidence  also  raised  the  defense  of 
coverture,  and  this,  we  think,  should  have  been  submitted 
to  the  jury.  The  instructions  of  the  court  were  too  re- 
strictive, in  that  they  ignored  one  of  the  fundamental 
issues  presented  by  the  answer.     Under  the  issues  it  was 
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nnt  sufficient,  in  order  to  find  for  the  plaintiff,  that  the 
jury  should  be  satisfied  that  the  defendant  employed  the 
plaintiff  to  perform  the  service,  they  should  have  been 
instructed  further,  that  defendant  being  a  married  woman, 
to  bind  herself  by  her  contract,  it  must  appear  that  the 
contract  was  entered  into  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  her 
separate  property  and  estate.  The  effect  of  the  instruction 
given  was.  to  withdraw'  from  the  consideration  of  the  jury 
an  issue  involved  in  the  case.  This  was  error.  Galloway 
v.  Hicks.  26  Neb.,  531. 

The  defendant  requested  an  instruction  upon  this  phase 
of  the  caste  which  we  think  was  applicable  to  the  issues  and 
should  have  been  given.  In  substance  it  charged  that  if 
the  jury  found  that  defendant  made  the  contract  alleged 
in  the  petition,  then  (she  being  a  married  woman)  the  jury 
should  inquire  whether  she  made  such  contract  with  refer- 
ence to  her  separate  property  and  business,  or  intended 
to  bind  her  separate  property  for  the  payment  thereof,  and 
unless  from  the  evidence  the  jury  believed  that  the  de- 
fendant made  the  contract  of  employment  and  that  in 
making  the  same  she  made  it  with  reference  to  her  separate 
property  and  business  or  intended  to  bind  her  separate 
property  for  the  payment  thereof  the  defendant  would  not 
be  liable.  In  this  state  the  disability  of  a  married  woman 
to  make  a  valid  contract  remains  the  same  as  at  common 
law,  except  in  so  far  as  the  disability  has  been  removed  by 
Btatote.  Aultman,  Taylor  &  Co.  v.  Obcrnwycr,  6  Neb.,  260. 
The  statute  has  removed  the  common  law  disability  of  a 
married  woman  to  make  contracts  only  in  cases  where  the 
contract  made  has  reference  to  her  separate  property, 
trade  or  business  or  was  made  upon  the  faith  and  credit 
thereof  and  with  intent  on  her  part  to  bind  her  separate 
property.     Godfrey  v.  Megalian,  38  Neb.,  748. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  reversed 
and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatriok,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 
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The  People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v. 

LlBBIB  J.   PlCKAKD  HT  AL. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,621. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Usnry:  Pukchasb  of  Equity  of  Redemption.  The  defense  of  usury 
la  of  no  avail  to  the  purchaser  of  the  equity  or  redemption,  who 
has  assumed  and  agreed  to  par  the  mortgage  debt. 

Eeeob  from  the  district  court  for  Adams  county.  Tried 
below  before  Bball,  J.     Reversed  with  directions. 

A.  H.  Bowen,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Smith  &  Olmatead,  contra. 

Duffie,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  against  John  H.  Walker  and 
wife  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  given  by  Libbie  J.  Pickard 
and  Lorenzo  F.  Pickard  to  the  plaintiff  October  2,  1890, 
to  secure  the  payment  of  $400  and  interest  at  the  rate  of 
ten  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  Pickards,  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  had  sold  and  conveyed  the 
mortgaged  premises  to  the  defendant,  Walker,  who  as  a 
part  consideration  of  the  purchase  price  assumed  aud 
agreed  to  pay  the  mortgage  debt.  While  the  Pickards 
were  made  parties  to  the  action,  they  were  not  served 
with  summons  and  no  relief  was  asked  against  them. 
Walker  alone  made  answer.  The  answer  of  Walker,  while 
alleging  payment  of  the  mortgage,  is  clearly  a  plea  of 
usury,  and  advantage  is  sought  to  be  taken  by  him  of  what 
might  perhaps  be  an  usurious  contract  as  between  the 
original  parties  thereto.  The  district  court  found  that 
the  mortgage  had  been  paid  in  full  and  gave  a  decree 
cancelling  the  same.  We  think  the  case  is  governed  by 
the  Building  &  Loan  Association  of  Dakota  v.  Walker, 
59  Neb.,  456,  and  Building  &  Loan  Association  of  Dakota 
v.  Bilan,  59  Neb.,  458;  and  following  these  cases,   we 
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recommend  that  the  decree  be  reversed  and  the  case  re- 
manded to  the  district  conrt  with  direction  to  ascertain 
the  amount  doe  upon  the  mortgage  according  to  its  terms 
and  enter  a  decree  of  foreclosure  for  said  amount 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  the  case 
remanded  with  direction  to  ascertain  the  amount  due 
upon  the  mortgage  according  to  its  terms  and  enter  a 
decree  of  foreclosure  for  said  amount 

Reversed  with  directions. 


Alrert  Hartsdff,  appellee,  v.  Rudolph  Huss  et  al., 
appellants,  impleaded  with  the  citizens  bank 
of  Omaha. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,626. 
Couiinlssfoner'a  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

1  Mortgages:  Coitmkmatios  :  Objections.  It  Is  not  a  valid  objection 
to  the  confirmation  of  a  aale  of  real  estate  under  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  that  such  sale  was  made  more  than  sixty  days  after 
the  Issuance  of  tbe  order  of  sale.  Bvrkett  v.  Clark,  46  Neb.,  466, 
overruled,  to  the  extent  that  it  conflicts  with  the  foregoing. 

J.  Mortgage*:  Confirmation  of  Bale  at  Chambers:  Jurisdiction.  A 
Judge  at  chambers  has  Jurisdiction  to  pass  on  ail  objections  to  the 
regularity  of  such  sale.  Including  objections  to  the  appraise- 
ment, and  In  making  the  order  of  confirmation  be  impliedly 
overrules  all  such  objections. 

3.  Mortgagee:  Direction  of  Clerk  to  Mark  Entry  of  Order  of  Con- 
nniuTioK.  Where  such  order  is  entered  on  the  records  of  the 
court  and  a  party  appeals  therefrom,  it  will  not  be  reversed  on 
the  ground  that  It  does  not  affirmatively  appear  that  the  Judge 
directed  the  clerk  to  make  such  entry. 


Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Powell,  J.  Affirmed  m  part,  reversed 
in  part. 

14 
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Holmes  &  Morgan,  for  appellants. 

William  D.  Beckett  and  J.  W.  Woodrough,  contra, 

Albert,  C. 

Id  an  action  brought  by  Albert  Hartsuff  against 
Rudolph  Huss,  and  others,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage,  a 
decree  of  foreclosure  was  entered,  which  provided  that 
an  order  of  sale  issue  for  the  sale  of  the  mortgaged  prem- 
ises in  satisfaction  of  the  amount  found  due.  An  order  of 
sale  issued  May  22,  1897;  the  land  was  appraised  July 
6,  and  the  appraisal  forthwith  deposited  with  the  clerk 
of  the  court;  notice  of  sale  was  duly  published,  the  first 
publication  haviug  been  made  July  14,  and  the  sale 
had  August  17  of  the  same  year.  On  the  11th  day  of 
August  preceding  the  sale,  the  appellant  filed  a  motion 
to  Bet  aside  the  appraisement  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
Dot  made  immediately  by  the  sheriff  after  receiving  the 
order  of  sale,  and,  because  it  did  not  affirmatively  appear 
that  the  appraisers  were  sworn  to  appraise  the  interest 
of  Rudolph  Huss  in  the  property.  On  the  10th  day  of 
December,  following,  the  appellant  filed  a  motion  to  set 
aside  the  sale,  and,  in  addition  to  the  grounds  urged  in 
his  motion  to  set  aside  the  appraisement,  urged  that  the 
property  was  appraised  too  low,  that  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  appraisers  were  sworn  before  they  entered  upon  their 
duties,  and  that  the  sale  was  made  after  the  expiration 
of  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the  order  of  sale.  On  the 
20th  of  July,  1898,  the  plaintiff  filed  a  motion  for  a  con- 
firmation of  the  sale  at  chambers,  and  gave  notice  of 
the  hearing  thereof,  to  be  had  on  the  2d  day  of  August, 
thereafter.  At  the  time  set  for  hearing  the  motion  to  con- 
firm, the  appellant  objected  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
sale,  on  the  ground  that  his  motion  to  set  aside  the  ap- 
praisement was  undetermined,  and  the  judge  had  no 
power  in  vacation  to  pass  on  such  motion.  On  the  12th 
day  of  August,  thereafter,  the  judge,  at  chambers,  specifi- 
cally overruled  the  motion  last  mentioned  and  confirmed 
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the  sale.  From  the  order  of  confirmation,  the  defendant, 
Rudolph  Hubs,  brings  the  ease  here  on  appeal. 

Defendant  urges  that  when  an  order  of  sale  is  issued, 
it  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  execution,  and  should 
have  been  returned  within  sixty  days  from  its  date.  An 
order  of  sale  is  not  necessary  to  the  execution  of  a  decree, 
directing  realty  to  be  sold  by  the  sheriff.  Bristol  Havings 
Bank  v.  Field,  57  Neb.,  670;  McKinley-Lanning  Loan  & 
Trust  Co.  v.  Homer,  52  Neb.,  709.  In  other  words,  the 
decree  itself,  standing  on  the  records  of  the  court,  is  suf- 
ficient to  authorize  the  sheriff  to  proceed  to  a  sale  of  the 
premises.  Such  being  the  case,  we  are  unable  to  perceive 
how  the  issuance  of  an  order  by  the  clerk,  under  the  seal 
of  the  court,  commanding  the  sheriff  to  proceed  to  carry 
the  decree  into  effect,  would  add  to  or  take  from  the  dnties 
already  imposed  upon  the  sheriff  by  the  terms  of  the 
decree.  Had  no  such  order  issued,  the  sheriff  might  have 
proceeded  to  sell  the  premises  at  any  time  within  the  life 
of  the  decree.  The  issuance  of  the  order  of  sale  imposed 
no  limitations  on  his  powers  in  this  regard.  That  the 
decree  provided  for  the  issuance  of  the  order  of  sale  is 
immaterial,  so  far  as  the  question  before  us  is  concerned. 
Bristol  Savings  Bank  v.  Field,  supra.  It  follows,  there 
is  no  merit  in  the  objection  that  the  sale  was  made  after 
the  expiration  of  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the  order  of 
sale.  We  have  not  overlooked  Burhctt  v.'Clark,  46  Neb., 
466.  But,  to  the  extent  that  it  conflicts  with  the  foregoing 
views,  in  our  opinion,  it  should  be  overruled. 

It  is  next  urged  by  the  appellant,  that  the  appraisal  is 
too  low.  Such  objections  must  be  raised  by  motion  to 
vacate  the  appraisement  filed  in  the  case  before  the  sale 
takes  place.  Overall  v.  McShavc,  49  Neb.,  64;  McMnrtry 
v.  Columbia  National  Bank,  53  Neb.,  21;  Ham-cr  v.  Mo- 
Feggan,  51  Neb.,  227.  No  motion  covering  that  ground 
was  filed  in  this  case  before  the  sale,  and  for  that  reason 
the  objection  is  not  available. 

It  is  next  urged  that  the  motion  to  set  aside  the  ap- 
praisement was  on  file,  and  not  disposed  of,  when  the  sale 
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was  confirmed  at  chambers,  and  that  the  judge  had  no 
authority  to  pass  on  the  motion  to  confirm,  until  the 
motion  to  set  aside  the  appraisement  had  been  disposed 
of.  In  passing  upon  the  motion  to  confirm  the  sale,  the 
court  is  required  to  examine,  carefully,  the  proceedings 
of  the  officer,  and  to  be  satisfied  that  the  sale  has,  in  all 
respects,  been  made  in  conformity  to  law.  The  statute, 
conferring  jurisdiction  upon  the  judge  to  confirm  the  sale 
at  chambers,  imposes  the  same  duties  on  him.  It  neces- 
sarily follows  that  in  confirming  the  sale,  he  must  pass 
upon  everything  affecting  its  regularity,  including  objec- 
tions to  the  appraisement.  In  making  the  order  of  con- 
firmation, the  judge  overruled  the  objections  urged  against 
the  regularity  of  the  sale  as  certainly  as  though  they 
had  been  specifically  mentioned,  and  in  so  doing  was 
acting  within  the  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  him  by 
statute. 

Section  498  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  provides 
that  "when  any  sale  is  confirmed  in  vacation,  the  judge 
confirming  the  same  shall  cause  his  order  to  be  entered 
on  the  journal  by  the  clerk."  Appellant  contends  that 
the  record  fails  to  show  that  the  judge  directed  the  clerk 
to  enter  the  order  of  confirmation  on  the  journal  and  for 
that  reason  it  is  of  no  effect.  We  find  the  order  of  con- 
firmation in  the  record.  We  do  not  find  that  any  motion 
has  been  made  to  expunge  it.  By  this  appeal,  it  is  con- 
ceded that  it  is  an  order  made  by  the  judge.  Under  such 
circumstances  we  do  not  think  the  objection  merits  serious 
consideration. 

The  remaining  ground  of  complaint  is  that  the  judge, 
in  addition  to  confirming  the  sale,  granted  a  writ  of  as- 
sistance. In  this  respect  we  think  the  learned  judge 
transcended  his  authority.  His  jurisdiction  at  chambers 
is  limited  to  the  confirmation  of  the  sale.  Being  purely 
statutory  it  should  be  confined  strictly  within  the  stat- 
utory limits. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  order  of  the  judge 
confirming  the  sale  be  affirmed,  and  that  his  order  grant- 
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Lug  the  writ  of  assistance  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded for  farther  proceedings  according  to  law. 
Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

The  order  of  confirmation  is  affirmed,  and  the  order 
granting  the  writ  of  assistance  is  reversed,  and  the  cause 
remanded  for  further  proceedings  according  to  law. 

Affirmed  in  past,  reversed  in  part. 


William  J.  Brown  et  al.  v.  Henry  H.  Collins,  Execu- 
tor op  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Alfred 
M.  Collins,  Deceased. 

Filed  Decbmbeb  4.  1901.    No.  10,627. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.   1. 


I  Evidence:  Instruments:  Signatures.  An  acknowledged  Instru- 
ment, of  a  kind  permitted  to  be  acknowledged  and  recorded,  Is 
admissible  In  proof  without  evidence  of  the  authenticity  of  tbe 
signatures. 

I  Evidence:  Record  Fbom  Foheion  State.  A  judicial  record  of  an- 
other state,  authenticated  as  provided  In  section  414  of  the  Code, 
Is  admissible  In  evidence  without  further  proof  that  the  court 
from  which  it  comes  Is  one  oX  record. 

i-  Mortgages:  Foreclosure:  Pleading:  Evidence.  Where  there  is 
same  evidence  tending  to  support  the  allegation  of  no  proceed- 
ings at  law  In  a  foreclosure  suit,  and  no  counter-showing  at- 
tempted, decree  of  foreclosure  will  be  affirmed. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Ttjttle,  J.    Affirmed. 


Burr  <£  Burr,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 
8.  L.  Qeisthardt,  contra. 
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Hastings,  C. 

The  errors  complained  of  by  the  plaintiffs  in  this  case 
are,  first,  that  the  decree  is  too  large.  No  mention  is  made 
of  this  allegation  in  the  briefs  filed,  and  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered further. 

The  first  error  argued  is  the  admission  in  evidence, 
without  proof  of  the  signatures,  of  the  assignment  of  a 
mortgage  from  the  Clark  &  Leonard  Investment  Co.  to  A. 
M.  Collins,  the  testator  of  the  defendant  in  error.  The 
objection  is  not  well  taken.  The  instrument  is  duly  ac- 
knowledged, and  is  under  our  statute  entitled  to  be  read 
in  evidence  without  further  proof.  Compiled  Statutes,  . 
chapter  73,  section  13. 

The  next  error  urged  is  the  admission  in  evidence  of 
Exhibit  "D,"  an  exemplification  of  a  will  and  its  probate 
under  which  the  plaintiff  below  claimed  to  he  the  owner  of 
the  mortgage.  The  objection  is  that  the  exhibit  does  not 
disclose  that  the  orphans'  court  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  is  a  court  of  record.  Section  414  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure  provides  that  a  judgment  of  another 
state  may  be  proved  by  the  attestation  of  the  clerk  and 
the  seal  of  the  court  annexed,  together  with  a  certificate 
of  the  judge  or  presiding  magistrate  that  the  attestation  is 
in  due  form.  All  of  these  requisites  were  complied  with 
in  this  case,  and  the  objection  was  properly  overruled. 

The  third  error  urged  is  that  there  was  no  competent 
evidence  on  which  to  base  a  decree,  because  it  was  not 
proved  that  no  action  at  law  had  been  commenced  or  pro- 
ceeding had  to  collect  the  debt.  To  this  point  the  only  tes- 
timony offered  was  that  of  the  attorney,  S.  Ij.  Geisthardt, 
who  testified  that  he  was  familiar  with  the  debt  from  its 
inception,  and  that  no  proceedings  had  been  taken  or  action 
commenced  at  law  to  collect  any  part  of  it.  It  is  urged 
that  this  is  largely  hearsay  testimony,  because  the  infor- 
mation of  the  witness  seems  to  have  been  derived  in  part 
from  other  persons  with  whose  business  he  was  familiar 
and  from  whom  he  would  have  received  information  of  any 
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action  on  this  paper.  It  was  not  necessary  to  produce  the 
testimony  of  every  person  who  had  ever  had  any  charge 
or  control  over  this  paper  from  its  first  execution  down  to 
the  institution  of  this  action  in  order  to  show  that  no  pro- 
ceedings had  l»een  had  at  law.  It  was  a  negative  allega- 
tion in  support  of  which  some  proof  was  adduced.  The 
facts  were  as  well  in  the  knowledge  of  defendants  as  of 
plaintiffs,  and  no  counter-showing  was  attempted.  There 
appears  no  reason  why  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  should 
not  be  affirmed. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kibkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 


Charles  I.  TIill  et  al.  v.  Guy  Pitt. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,637. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Pre-emption  r  Title  to  Improvements.  A  person  entitled  by  law  to 
pre-empt  a  tract  of  land,  or  to  hold  it  under  the  timber  culture 
act,  and  who  Is  recognized  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  a 
United  States  land  office,  and  la  by  them  allowed  to  make  a  filing 
on  a  tract  of  the  public  land  within  their  district  legally  open  to 
pre-emption,  takes  the  same  and  all  permanent  improvements 
thereon,  If  any,  together  with  the  exclusive  right  of  possession 
thereof,  free  from  the  claims  of  all  persons  except  the  United 
States,     tfiatt  v.  Brooks,  17  Neb.,  33,  followed. 

i.  Evidence:  Instruction  as  to  Insufficiency  Of  Proof.  When  the 
evidence  which  has  been  offered  is  not  sufficient  in  law  to  make 
out  the  case  of  the  party  who  has  offered  It,  it  is  the  duty  Of  the 
court  to  so  Instruct  the  jury.    Hiatt  v.  Brooks,  17  Neb.,  33,  fol- 

Error    from   the   district    court    for    Lincoln    county. 
Tried  below  before  Grimes,  J.     Affirmed. 

French  &  Baldwin  and  Wilcox  &  Halligan,  for  plaintiffs 
in  error. 

Neville  &  Parsons,  contra. 
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Oldham,  C. 

This  waa  an  action  for  damages  for  trespass  on  real 
estate,  originally  instituted  before  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  taken  by  appeal  to  the  district  court  for  Lincoln 
county,  Nebraska.  The  amount  sued  for  was  $175.  The 
cause  was  tried  to  a  jury  and  verdict  was  rendered  in 
plaintiff's  favor  for  $40.  Judgment  was  rendered  on  the 
verdict  and  defendants  bring  error  to  this  court. 

There  is  only  one  question  necessary  to  review  under 
the  pleadings  and  admissions  in  the  record  and  that  is, 
had  plaintiff  any  right  to  maintain  the  action?  Defend- 
ants admit  that  plaintiff  had  made  a  homestead  entry  on 
the  land  in  dispute  before  the  alleged  injury  was  com- 
mitted. They  also  admit  that  they  took  the  lumber  from 
the  house  and  the  window  casings  from  the  windows  and 
the  curbing  from  the  well  and  the  poles  from  the  stable 
after  plaintiff  had  made  his  filing  on  the  land.  They  claim 
that  they  had  a  right  to  do  this,  because,  as  alleged  in 
their  answer,  they  had  purchased  all  the  lumber  on  these 
premises  from  a  former  entryman.  The  lumber  taken 
had  all  been  used  in  the  building  and  roofing  of  the  house 
and  stable  and  in  the  curbing  of  the  well,  and  none  of  it 
was  loose  lumber  unconnected  with  the  realty.  Defend- 
ants' contention  is  that  the  title  to  the  land  was  in  the 
United  States,  and,  as  they  tore  this  lumber  from  the 
buildings  before  plaintiff  got  actual  possession  under  his 
homestead  filing,  plaintiff  has  no  title  on  which  he  can 
maintain  this  cause  of  action. 

In  the  case  of  Hiatt  v.  Brooks,  17  Neb.,  33,  the  question 
involved  in  this  case  was  determined  against  defendants' 
theory.  Cobb,  C.  J.,  in  rendering  the  opinion  says :  "I 
understand  it  to  be  the  law  that  when  a  pre-emptor  on 
the  public  domain  abandons  his  pre-emption,  and  leaves 
buildings  or  other  permanent  improvements  thereon,  he 
abandons  such  improvements.  And  another  pre-emptor 
who  becomes  entitled  to  the  land  by  reason  of  such 
abandonment  would  take  it,  together  with  all  such  per- 
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manent  improvements.  It  may  be,  considerations  of 
natural  justice  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  a  person 
who  puts  permanent  valuable  improvements  on  a  tract 
of  government  land,  in  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  hold  it 
Iiy  virtue  of  the  pre-emption  or  homestead  laws,  should 
In1  allowed  to  take  such  improvements  away  at  the  end 
of  unsuccessful  litigation.  But  such  a  rule  would  be 
difficult  of  execution,  of  doubtful  general  utility,  and 
uever  has  been  applied  to  cases  of  this  kind."  In  that 
case,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  trial  court  refused  to 
submit  defendant's  contention  to  the  jury  at  all  and  the 
niurt  said :  "When  the  evidence  which  has  been  offered 
is  not  sufficient  in  taw  to  make  out  the  case  of  the  party 
too  has  offered  it,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  so  in- 
struct the  jury." 

The  only  other  question  to  be  determined  is  as  to 
whether  the  trial  court  submitted  the  correct  measure  of 
ilamage  to  the  jury,  for  this  is  the  only  question  that  it 
■lid  submit.  The  trial  court  said:  "The  measure  of 
plaintiff's  damage  is  the  difference  between  the  value  of 
ihe  property  injured,  just  before  its  injury,  and  the  value 
if  the  property  remaining  after  the  injury."  We  think 
ihat  this  is  a  proper  rule  of  damage,  and  as  the  jury  only 
returned  damages  in  the  sum  of  {40  we  do  not  think 
defendants  were  in  any  way  prejudiced  in  the  measure  of 
damage. 

There  are  some  complaints  made  of  the  action  of  the 
trial  court  in  its  rulings  on  the  admission  and  exclusion 
uf  testimony;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  that 
shows  any  error  in  this  regard  to  the  prejudice,  of  the  de- 
fendants. We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of 
ibe  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 
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Wbems  H.  McLdcas  etal.  v.  The  St.  Joseph  &  Grand 
Island  Railway  Company. 

Filed  Dicembkb  4,  1901.    No.  10,642. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Final  Order.  To  entitle  a  party  to  a  review  there 
must  have  been  a  final  order  or  Judgment  rendered  In  the  cause. 
Reynold  v.  City  of  Teatmaeh,  48  Neb.,  78C. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Jefferson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.     Petition  in  error  dismissed. 

E.  H.  HinahWD,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

M.  A.  Reed,  W.  P.  Freeman  and  M.  A.  Hartigan,  contra. 

Dupfie,  C. 

This  action  was  commenced  by  the  St  Joseph  and 
Orand  Island  Railway  Company  against  Weems  H. 
McLueas  and  John  C.  McLueas  to  recover  possession  of 
certain  lands  in  the  city  of  Fairbury,  claimed  by  it  as 
a  part  of  its  right  of  way.  The  defendants  claimed  title 
to  the  land  by  adverse  possession,  asserting  that  they  had 
been  in  the  actual,  exclusive,  adverse  possession  thereof 
for  more  than  fifteen  years.  A  trial  was  had  to  the  court, 
and  December  10,  1898,  the  court  made  certain  findings 
of  facts,  but  the  record  does  not  disclose  that  any  final 
judgment  in  the  case  has  ever  been  entered.  What  is 
called  the  findings  and  judgment  concludes  as  follows: 

"That  the  plaintiff  recover  against  the  defendants  the 

costs  of  this  action,  taxed  at  $ ,  to  all  of  which  the 

defendants  except.  Motion  for  a  new  trial  filed,  argued 
and  submitted.  Motion  for  new  trial  overruled,  to  which 
the  defendants  except  Judgment  on  findings ;  forty  days 
are  given  by  the  court  to  the  defendants  to  prepare  and 
present  a  bill  of  exceptions.  The  supersedeas  bond  in  this 
case  is  fixed  at  f  1200." 

To  entitle  a  party  to  a  review,  there  must  be  a  final 
order  or  judgment  rendered  in  the  case.    A  mere  judgment 
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for  costs  is  not  reviewable  before  final  judgment.  Rey- 
nolds v.  City  of  Tecumseh,  48  Neb.,  785;  Smith  v.  John- 
son, 37  Xeb.,  675;  Spriek  v.  Washington  County,  3  Neb., 
253.  In  the  present  condition  of  the  record,  we  have  no 
jurisdiction  to  review  the  case,  and  we  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  petition  in  error  be  dismissed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Petition  in  error  dismissed. 


William  Tighe  et  al.  v.  Joseph  W.  Winger. 

Filed  Decehbeb  4,  1901.  No.  10,648. 
Commissioner's  opinion.  Department  No.  3. 
Action:  Motion  to  Reinstate:  Evidence.  The  denial  by  a  district 
court  of  a  motion  to  reinstate  an  action,  voluntarily  dismissed 
at  the  same  term  at  which  the  motion  is  made,  will  not  be  re- 
versed in  the  absence  of  evidence  that  the  party  making  the  ap- 
plication was  laboring  under  some  mistake  or  misapprehension 
of  fact  at  the  time  of  the  dismissal. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Cass  county.  Tried 
below  before  Ramsey,  J.    Affirmed. 

Willard  E.  Stewart,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

A.  W,  Field,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

While  the  history  of  the  litigation  of  which  this  case  iB 
a  part,  extendB  through  many  years,  and  is  marked  by 
many  vicissitudes,  the  facts  pertinent  in  the  present  in- 
quiry are  few  and  may  be  briefly  stated.  An  action  in 
the  district  court  in  which  the  plaintiff  in  error  was 
defendant,  had  resulted  in  a  judgment  against  him  and 
was  pending  here  upon  a  petition  in  error.  At  the  same 
time  there  was  pending  in  the  district  court  a  petition 
for  a  new  trial,  under  section  314  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, on  the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evidence.    This 
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court  affirmed  the  judgment,  because  of  a  failure  of  the 
plaintiff  in  error  to  serve  and  file  a  brief  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  rules.  The  plaintiff  in  error  then  filed 
a  motion  for  a  rehearing  in  this  court,  and  while  that 
motion  was  pending,  and  solely  in  reliance  upon  his  own 
opinion  that  the  motion  would  be  granted  and  that  upon 
final  argument  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  would 
be  vacated  and  a  new  trial  granted,  voluntarily  dismissed 
his  petition  in  the  trial  court.  Afterwards  this  court 
granted  the  motion  for  a  rehearing,  but  immediately  and 
by  the  same  order  dismissed  the- petition  in  error,  which 
action  had  the  practical  effect  of  affirming  the  judgment 
for  the  reversal  of  which  the  procedings  were  begun. 
Thereupon  the  plaintiff  in  error  applied  by  motion  to 
the  district  court  at  the  same  term  at  which  the  order  of 
dismissal  was  entered,  for  an  order  reinstating  his  peti- 
tion for  a  new  trial,  and  supported  the  application  by 
affidavits  setting  forth  the  facts  above  recited,  together 
with  others  which  we  do  not  deem  material.  It  was  not 
asserted  in  these  affidavits,  nor  is  it  claimed  now,  that  at 
the  time  of  dismissing  his  petition  the  plaintiff  was  labor- 
ing under  any  mistake  or  misapprehension  of  fact,  but 
his  sole  ground  of  complaint  was  and  is,  of  having  been 
surprised  by  the  order  of  this  court  dismissing  his  petition 
in  error.  The  petition  for  a  new  trial  had  been  pending 
several  years,  and  had  suffered  two  previous  dismissals, 
and  the  court,  upon  consideration  of  the  matter,  denied 
the  motion  to  reinstate.  This  proceeding  is  a  petition  in 
error  to  review  the  last  mentioned  order.  We  do  not 
consider  that  the  matter  alleged  in  support  of  the  motion 
lo  reinstate  shows  reasonable  occasion  for  surprise  to 
an  attorney  who  has  been  a  member  of  this  bar  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  The  district  court  did  not  commit 
an  abuse  of  discretion  in  denying  the  motion  to  reinstate. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district, 
court  be  affirmed. 

Dupfib  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Joseph  Johns  v.  Louis  Kamarad  et  al. 

Filto  Dbcembbb  4,  1901.    No.  10,861. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Unfiled  Chattel  Mortgage:  Sale  Under  Execution:  Rights  of  Pur- 
chaser. Where  the  mortgagee  of  chattels  Is  not  In  possession 
and  hlB  mortgage  la  not  on  Die  at  the  date  of  the  levy,  a  pur- 
chaser at  execution  sale  under  a  Judgment  against  the  mortgagor 
will  take  free  of  the  mortgage  though  he  had  notice  thereof  prior 
to  the  sale. 

1  Growing  Crops:  Lett  Ufok  and  Sale  or  Them.  Growing  crone  are 
subject  to  levy  and  sale  irrespective  of  their  stage  of  growth. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Valley  county.  Tried 
below  before  Thompson,  J.     Affirmed. 

A.  M.  Bobbins,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Clements  Bros.,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

The  plaintiff  was  the  holder  of  a  chattel  mortgage  upon 
the  landlord's  share  in  a  growing  crop.  The  principal 
defendants  were  purchasers  of  the  crop  at  execution  sale 
under  a  judgment  against  the  mortgagor.  The  mortgage 
was  not  on  file  at  the  date  of  the  levy,  but  it  appears  that 
the  purchasers  were  informed  and  knew  of  its  existence 
prior  to  the  sale  On  this  ground,  plaintiff  claims  that 
they  took  subject  thereto.  Under  the  well  settled  con- 
struction of  section  14,  chapter  32,  Compiled  Statutes,  the 
mortgage  was  void  as  to  execution  creditors  of  the  mort- 
gagor, whether  they  had  actual  notice  of  the  mortgage 
or  not  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  v.  Anthony,  39  Neb., 
343;  Spaulding  v.  Johnson,  48  Neb.,  830.  If  the  mortgage 
is  void  as  to  the  creditor,  of  what  avail  is  this  unless  the 
law  gives  a  title  free  of  the  mortgage  to  the  purchaser 
at  execution  sale?  To  hold  that  the  purchaser  takes  sub- 
ject to  a  mortgage  because  of  notice  although  the  levy 
creates  a  superior  claim  notwithstanding  notice  would 
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nullify  the  rule.  The  court  indicated  the  correct  view  in 
Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank  v.  Anthony,  39  Neb.,  343, 
350,  but  without  expressly  deciding  the  point,  and  we 
think  Railshack  v.  Pattern,  34  Neb.,  490,  so  far  as  in  con- 
flict therewith  ought  to  be  overruled. 

It  is  also  contended  that  the  levy  and  sale  were  void 
because  the  growing  crop  in  question  was  so  immature 
and  in  such  an  early  stage  of  growth  that  it  was  not  sub- 
ject to  levy.  This  court  has  held  that  growing  crops  are 
subject  to  levy.  Sims  v.  Jones,  54  Neb.,  769.  But  it  is 
argued  that  the  crop  levied  upon  in  that  case  was  further 
advanced  than  the  crop  sold  in  this  case.  We  see  no 
force  in  this  distinction.  If  the  crop  was  sufficiently  ad- 
vanced to  be  sold  or  mortgaged  by  the  owner,  it  was  sub- 
ject to  sale  by  the  sheriff.  If  it  was  not,  plaintiff,  who 
claims  as  mortgagee,  has  no  case.  In  1'olley  v.  Johnson, 
52  Kan.,  478,  35  Pac.  Rep.,  8,  quoted  with  approval  in 
Sims  v.  Jones,  the  crop  was  no  further  advanced  than  in 
the  case  at  bar.  We  perceive  no  point  at  which  the  line 
may  be  drawn  short  of  the  extremes.  If  the  crop  may  be 
levied  on  before  maturity  at  all,  it  must  be  subject  to 
levy  from  the  time  when  there  begins  to  be  a  growing 
crop  in  fact  irrespective  of  the  stage  of  growth.  We 
recommend  that  the  judgment'  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Henry  Fisher  et  al.  v.  Alexander  Buchanan. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.     No.  10,054, 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department   No.  3. 

1.  Pleading:     Petition:     Sufficiency.     Petition   examined,  and   held 

that  the  facts  therein  stated  are  Insufficient  to  constitute  a  cause 
of  action. 

2.  Specific  Performance:    Alleoatioss  of  Pernios:    Pboof.     Where,  by 

the  terms  of  a  contract,  the  conditions  to  be  performed  by  the  re- 
spective parties  are  concurrent,  the  plaintiff,  In  an  action  for 
specific  performance,  must  allege  and  prove  performance,  or  a 
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tender  of  performance,  of  the  conditions  on  his  part  to  be  per- 
formed, or  such  facte  as  will  show  that  such  tender  would  have 
been  unavailing. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawcett,  J.     Reversed. 

Smyth  &  Smith  and  J.  J.  O'Connor,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error 

John  T.  Gathers,  contra. 

Albebt,  C. 

This  action  was  brought  by  Alexander  Buchanan, 
against  H.  A.  Fisher  and  Thomas  Simanek,  to  enforce 
specific  performance  of  an  alleged  contract  for  the  sale 
of  real  estate.  The  trial  court  found  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  decreed  accordingly.  The  defendants  bring  the  case 
here  on  error. 

The  first  ground  urged  for  a  reversal  of  the  decree  of 
the  trial  court  is,  that  the  petition  does  not  state  facts 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action.  The  petition, 
so  far  as  in  material  at  this  time,  is  as  follows : 

"That  on  the  25th  day  of  May,  1897,  the  said  H.  A. 
Fisher  was  the  owner  in  fee  simple  of  the  following 
described  real  estate,  to- wit:  Lots  seven  and  eight  in 
block  ninety,  South  Omaha,  as  surveyed,  platted  and  re- 
corded, all  in  the  county  of  Douglas  and  state  of  Ne- 
braska, and  on  said  25th  day  of  May,  the  plaintiff  and 
the  defendant,  H.  A.  Fisher,  entered  into  a  written  agree- 
ment whereby  the  said  Fisher  sold  said  lots  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  and' in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars  (f  100),  for  his  equity  and  all  interests  which  said 
Fisher  had  in  said  lots  over  and  above  a  certain  mortgage 
in  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars  ($7,000),  and  it 
was  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  that  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  dollars  ($100),  the  said 
Fisher  was  to  convey  said  lots  to  the  plaintiff  by  a  good 
and  sufficient  warranty  deed;  a  copy  of  which  written 
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agreement  is  hereto  attached  marked  'Exhibit  A,'  and 
made  a  part  of  this  petition,  said  sum  of  money  to  be 
paid  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  said  H.  A.  Fisher  upon  his 
making  to  the  plaintiff  a  good  and  sufficient  warranty 
deed  for  said  premises,  the  plaintiff  to  assume  and  pay 
said  mortgage  of  ?7,000,  which  was  to  be  in  full  con- 
sideration for  Raid  lots. 

"2d.  On  the  28th  day  of  May,  1897,  in  pursuance  of  said 
written  agreement  whereby,  the  said  H.  A.  Fisher  did 
sell  and  convey  said  lots  to  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff  paid 
to  the  said  H.  A.  Fisher  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
(flOO)  as  part  payment  on  said  contract  for  said  lots, 
and  the  said  H.  A.  Fisher  received  the  said  one  hundred 
dollars  and  gave  the  plaintiff  his  written  receipt  therefor ; 
a  copy  of  which  is  attached  to  this  petition,  marked 
'Exh'bit  8'  and  made  a  part  thereof. 

"3d.  On  the  24th  and  25th  days  of  June,  A.  D.  1897, 
according  to  the  terms  of  said  written  contract  the  plain- 
tiff duly  tendered  to  the  said  H.  A.  Fisher  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  dollars,  the  balance  of  said  sum  of  four  hundred 
dollars  and  requested  the  said  Fisher  to  convey  the  said 
premises  to  the  plaintiff  as  provided  by  said  written 
agreement,  by  a  good  and  sufficient  warranty  deed,  but 
the  said  H.  A.  Fisher  refused  and  still  refuses  to  execute 
and  deliver  such  conveyance. 

"4th.  The  plaintiff  has  duly  performed  all  the  conditions 
of  said  agreement  on  his  part  and  is  ready  and  willing 
to  pay  said  purchase  money,  and  now  brings  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money, 
into  court  and  offers  the  same  to  the  said  II.  A.  Fisher, 
upon  his  executing  and  delivering  to  the  plaintiff  a  good 
and  sufficient  conveyance  of  said  premises  according  to 
the  terms  of  said  contract" 

"Exhibit  A"  referred  to  in  the  petition,  is  as  follows: 
"South  Omaha,  Neb.,  May  28,  1897.  This  is  to  certify 
that  I,  H.  A.  Fisher,  of  Wahoo,  Neb.,  have  this  day  sold 
my  equity  to  A.  Buchanan,  of  Omaha,  in  lots  7  and  8, 
block  90,  Bo.  Omaha,  for  four  hundred  dollars,  and  said 
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money  to  be  paid  on  transfer  of  equity.  H.  A.  Fisher, 
A.  Buchanan." 

It  will  be  seen,  from  a  study  of  the  petition,  that  the 
defendant  relies  on  a  written  contract,  and  that  "Exhibit 
A"  is  the  contract  npon  which  he  relies.  That  document 
contains  no  mutual  promises  nor  agreements,  and  does 
not  fall  within  any  recognized  definition  of  the  term  con- 
tract It  is  not  a  contract.  Dorr  v.  Mummert,  57  Neb., 
378.  The  most  that  can  be  said  for  it  is,  that  it  is  a 
memorandum  of  a  contract.  But  this  action  is  based. 
Dot  on  any  contract  of  which  this  document  might  be  a 
memorandum,  but  on  the  alleged  written  contract, 
"Exhibit  A."  As  we  have  seen,  that  document  is  not  a 
contract;  consequently,  it  will  not  support  this  action. 
Darr  v.  Mwnmert,  supra. 

There  is  another  reason  why  the  decree  of  the  district 
court  must  be  reversed.  The  trial  court  appears  to  have 
treated  "Exhibit  A"  as  a  memorandum  of  the  contract, 
and,  on  the  proof  submitted,  found  that  one  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  de- 
fendant Fisher  was,  "that  the  plaintiff  was  to  assume 
the  mortgage  npon  said  lots  in  the  sum  of  $7,000,  and  to 
pay  the  same."  There  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  the 
plaintiff  ever  performed  or  offered  to  perform  this  con- 
dition, nor  of  any  facts  that  would  excuse  his  failure  in 
this  regard  in  an  action  of  this  kind.  That  such  omission 
in  fatal,  is  elementary. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the 
district  court  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for 
farther  proceedings,  according  to  law. 

Aims  and  Duma,  CO.,  concur. 

Bhvhhsbd  and  bbhandbd. 
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Helen  Z.  Gillespie  et  al.  v.  Westel  W.  Moesman. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,659. 
Gom  miss  loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mortgages:    Objections  to  Confirmation  or  Sale:    Time  foe  Mak- 

ino.  Objections  to  the  confirmation  of  a  Judicial  Bate  made  and 
filed  aTter  the  sale  has  been  confirmed  will  not  be  considered. 
The  proper  practice  in  such  cases  Is  by  motion  to  vacate  and  set 
aside  the  sale. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Supersedeas  Bond:    Conditions.    A  supersedeas 

bond  not  conditioned  as  required  by  statute  Is  Insufficient  to 
prevent  the  enforcement  of  the  Judgment  or  decree  it  was  given 
to  supersede. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Kkysor,  J.     Affirmed. 

F.  M.  O'Lintij  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Westel  W.  Moraman,  contra* 

Oldham,  G. 

This  action  comes  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas 
county  by  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  confirmation  of  a 
judicial  sale  made  under  a  decree  foreclosing  a  mortgage 
on  real  estate.  There  were  no  objections  made  a.t  the 
time  of  confirmation  hut  subsequent  thereto  there  was  filed 
in  the  same  court  a  motion  by  the  appellants  (defendants 
below)  which  asked  "that  an  order  he  entered  herein 
vacating,  recalling,  rescinding  and  holding  for  naught  the 
purported  order  of  sale  in  the  above  entitled  case  dated 
May  25, 1898,  and  the  return  of  the  sheriff  indorsed  thereon 
and  the  purported  alias  order  of  sale  therein,  dated 
September  14, 1898,  and  the  return  of  the  sheriff  indorsed 
thereon  for  the  following  reasons."  This  motion  sets  up 
fifteen  specific  objections  to  the  confirmation  of  the  sale. 
Treating  this  request  as  a  motion  to  set  aside  the  order 
of  confirmation  of  sale,  which  must  be  done  to  give  it 
any  legal  standing,  there  is  but  one  complaint  set  forth 
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ia  these  objections  that  would  be  ground  to  set  aside 
the  sale,  and  that  is,  in  effect,  that  the  decree  had  been 
superseded  by  bond  and  was  then  pending  in  the  supreme 
court. 

The  record  discloses  that  a  decree  of  foreclosure  was. 
rendered  on  which  this  sale  was  based  on  November  24, 
1897,  and  that  a  bond  was  filed  on  February  28, 1898,  and 
a  petition  in  error  and  transcript  were  filed  in  the  supreme 
court  on  June  24,  1898.  So  then  the  proceedings  that 
were  pending  in  the  supreme  court  were  proceedings  in 
error  and  not  appeal.  The  condition  of  this  bond,  which 
it  is  claimed  effected  this  supersedeas  is  as  follows: 
"Now,  therefore,  we,  John  A.  Gillespie  as  principal  and 
George  H.  Payne  as  surety  do  hereby  undertake  to  said 
Westel  W.  Morsman  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 
that  if  the  said  John  A.  Gillespie  and  Helen  Z.  Gillespie 
shall  prosecute  such  appeal  without  delay  and  will  not, 
during  the  pendency  of  this  appeal,  commit  or  suffer  to 
be  committed  any  waste  upon  the  real  estate  in  contro- 
versy, then  this  obligation  shall  be  null  and  void,  other- 
wise to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect."  This 
would  probably  haye  been  a  sufficient  bond  on  appeal, 
bat  does  it  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  statute  upon 
error  proceedings?  As  supersedeas  proceedings  were  un- 
known to  the  common  law,  the  right,  when  it  exists,  is 
given  by  statute  only,  and  to  the  statute  we  are  relegated 
for  the  requirements  to  effect  this  object. 

Section  588  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  of  this  state 
is  the  section  of  our  statute  that  gives  the  right  and  fixes 
the  condition  that  will  effect  supersedeas  in  error  pro- 
ceedings. The  third  subdivision  of  that  section,  and  the 
one  applicable  to  this  inquiry,  is  as  follows :  "Third.  When 
it  directs  the  sale  or  delivery  of  possession  of  real  prop- 
erty, the  undertaking  shall  be  in  such  sum  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  any  court  of  record,  or  any  judge  thereof, 
to  the  effect  that  during  the  possession  of  such  property 
by  the  plaintiff  in  error,  he  will  not  commit  or  suffer  to 
be  committed  any  waste  thereon,  and  if  the  judgment  be 
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affirmed  he  will  pay  the  value  of  the  use  and  occupation 
of  the  property  from  the  date  of  the  undertaking  until  the 
delivery  of  the  possession  pursuant  to  the  judgment,  and 
all  costs."  It  is  obvious  that  this  bond  is  not  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  statute,  and  it  is  the  uniform 
holding  of  this  court  that  a  supersedeas  bond,  not  con- 
ditioned as  provided  by  statute,  is  insufficient  to  prevent 
the  enforcement  of  the  decree  it  was  given  to  supersede. 
State  v.  Thiele,  19  Neb.,  220 ;  O'Ghander  v.  State,  46  Neb., 
10;  State  v.  Ramsey,  50  Neb.,  166.  Hence  we  conclude 
that  the  district  court  did  not  err  in  overruling  the  motion 
to  vacate  the  sale. 

Complaint  is  also  made  that  a  sheriff's  deed  was  issued 
prematurely  for  this  property.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  on 
this  point  that  the  record  does  not  disclose  any  deed  nor 
the  time  when  made,  if  made.  It  also  appears  from  the 
record  that  the  bond  in  this  case — the  appeal  from  the 
confirmation  of  sale — is  only  conditioned  "to  pay  costs" 
if  the  case  is  affirmed,  and  does  not  conform  to  the  statute 
in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  and  for  this  cause  it  is 
ineffectual  to  stay  proceedings  under  the  judgment  ap- 
pealed from. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CC.,  concur. 


Robert  G.  Bbown  v.  Naomi  Silver. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10,676. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error;   Exclusion  or  Immaterial  Matters.    Error  can 

not  be  predicated  on  the  action  of  the  trial  court  In  excluding  im- 
material matters  from  the  consideration  of  the  Jury. 

2.  Limitation  of  Actions:     When  Begins  to  Ron.     The  statute  of 

limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  until  a  right  of  action  has 
accrued. 
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1-  Trial:  Misconduct  of  Counsel:  Rkboke  bt  Judos.  When  counsel, 
in  their  oversea!.  In  the  argument  of  a  case  to  a  Jury  depart  from 
the  record,  a  sharp  and  prompt  rebuke  from  the  trial  Judge  will 
ordinarily  cure  the  error. 

4.  Cmtmcta:    vAkuxcx.    There  la  no  variance  between  an  allegation 

on  a  verbal  contract  and  an  unsigned  memorandum  of  such  con- 
tract alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the  party  charged  at  the  time 
the  contract  was  entered  Into,  because  such  unsigned  memoran- 
dum la  not  a  written  contract 

5.  Appeal  and  Error:    Evidence:     Sufficiency.     Evidence  examined, 

and  AeW  sufficient  to  sustain  the  judgment. 

■  Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Clay  county.     Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

Leslie  O.  Burd  and  R.  G.  Brottm,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Geo.  W.  Bemia,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  was  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  $1,333.33  alleged 
(o  have  been  dne  from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  as 
a  part  payment  of  the  purchase  price  of  a  tract  of  land. 
The  petition  alleges  that  the  tract  of  land  was  sold  by 
the  plaintiff  and  her  husband,  Espy  E.  Silver,  to  the 
defendant  for  the  agreed  price  of  $2,500 ;  that  by  the  terms 
of  the  sale  the  defendant  paid  plaintiff  and  her  husband 
|500  in  cash  and  assumed  a  mortgage  for  |600  on  the 
premises  and  also  agreed  to  pay  the  interest'***  a  mort- 
gage of  $1,333.33,  which  had  been  &|fihl*l  on  the 
premises  by  plaintiff  and  her  husband' (Wftecure  an  an- 
nnity  of  $80  to  Rachel  Silver,  the  mother  of  plaintiff's 
husband ;  and  that  at  the  death  of  Rachw  Silver  the  de- 
fendant agreed  to  pay  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  price, 
$1,333.33,  to  plaintiff's  husband,  Espy  E.  Silver.  The  peti- 
tion alleges  the  death  of  Rachel  Silver  on  July  14,  1896, 
and  that  the  account  for  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money 
was  duly  assigned  by  Espy  E.  Silver  to  this  plaintiff  be- 
fore the  institution  of  this  suit  Plaintiff  attached  to  her 
petition  a  memorandum,  alleged  to  have  been  in  the  hand- 
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writing  of  the  defendant,  and  delivered  to  Espy  E.  Silver 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  land,  which  was  un- 
signed, and  read  as  follows:  "Due  Espy  E.  Silver 
11,333.33." 

Defendant  tiled  numerous  answers  to  this  petition  and 
the  case  appears  to  have  been  tried  on  his  third  amended 
answer.  By  this  answer  he  admitted  the  purchase  of  the 
land  from  Espy  E.  Silver  and  plaintiff;  denied  that  the 
consideration  was  $2,500  and  claimed  that  the  only  con- 
sideration which  he  agreed  to  pay,  as  the  purchase  price  of 
the  land,  was  $500  which  he  paid  in  cash  at  the  time  of 
the  purchase,  the  assumption  of  the  f  600  mortgage  and  the 
payment  of  the  annuity  of  f80  to  Rachel  Silver  during  her 
lifetime.  The  answer  admits  the  death  of  Rachel  Silver, 
as  alleged  in  plaintiffs  petition,  and  denies  that  there  ia 
anything  due  on  the  purchase  price  of  the  land.  There 
were  other  allegations  in  the  answer  of  immaterial  mat- 
ters hut  nothing  else  tending  to  state  a  defense.  Plaintitf 
replied,  denying  the  new  matter  in  defendant's  answer. 
There  was  a  trial  to  a  jury  and  a  verdict  was  returned  for 
plaintiff  for  the  amount  sued  for;  judgment  was  rendered 
on  the  verdict,  and  defendant  brings  error  to  this  court. 
The.  parties  will  be  designated  in  this  opinion;aa;they  were 
in  the  court  below. 

The  alleged  errors  called  to  our  attention  in  defendant's 
brief  are  the  rulings  of  the  trial  court  in  the  admission  and 
exclusion  of  testimony;  the  giving  of  instructions;  alleged 
misconduct  of  plaintiff's  counsel;  and  the  insufficiency 
of  the  evidence  to  sustain  the  verdict.  The  allegations 
of  error,  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  trial  court, 
in  the  admission  and  exclusion  of  evidence,  are  difficult 
to  consider  in  the  manner  presented  in  defendant's  brief 
for  the  reason  that  the  only  serious  allegations  are  based 
on  an  absolute,  inexcusable  and  reprehensible  misstate- 
ment of  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  record.  The  misstate- 
ment of  facts  begins  with  the  contention  that  the  court 
erred  In  not  permitting  defendant  to  file  a  third  amended 
answer,  when  the  record  shows  specifically  that  the  court 
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did  permit  defendant  to  file  this  answer.  This  misstate- 
ment is  followed  by  another  which  alleges  that  because 
the  court  had  failed  to  permit  this  answer  to  be  filed  that 
it  excluded  certain  testimony  of  the  defendant  tending  to 
prove  an  alleged  contract  between  Espy  E.  Silver  and 
his  mother,  Rachel  Silver,  by  which  the  mortgage  given  to 
secure  her  annuity  should  be  satisfied  at  her  death.  The 
record  shows  that  instead  of  excluding  this  evidence  the 
court  admitted  it,  and  overruled  plaintiff's  motion  to  . 
strike  it  out  There  is  no  dispute  about  the  mortgage 
given  by  Espy  E.  Silver  to  Rachel  Silver.  It  was  intro- 
duced in  evidence  and  it  showed  on  its  face  that  it  was  to 
be  satisfied  by  the  payment  of  an  annuity  of  $80  to  Rachel 
Silver  during  her  natural  life. 

Plaintiff's  contention  was  that  when  the  mortgage  was 
extinguished  by  the  payment  of  the  annuity  and  the  death 
of  Rachel  Silver  that  the  remainder  of  the  purchase  price, 
$1,333.33,  became  due  and  that  this  was  the  agreement 
made  with  the  defendant  at  the  time  the  land  was  pur- 
chased, but  plaintiff  did  not  contend  that  this  mortgage 
continued  to  exist  after  the  death  of  Rachel  Silver.  The 
only  contest  over  that  question  between  the  plaintiff  and 
defendant  was  that  defendant  claimed  that  plaintiff  and 
Espy  E.  Silver  had  a  written  contract  with  Rachel  Silver 
providing  that  the  mortgage  should  terminate  with  her 
death.  Plaintiff  admitted  that  this  was  the  contract  and 
nnderstanding,  but  denied- that  there  was  ever  a  written 
contract  to  this  effect,  except  such  as  was  contained  in 
the  mortgage.  This  issue  was  absolutely  immaterial,  and 
no  error  could  be  successfully  predicated  on  the  ruling.ef: 
a  court  in  excluding  such  an 'immaterial  matter. 

Defendant  complains  of  the  action  of  the  trial  courtia 
admitliag  the  memorandum  set  up  in  plaintiff's  petition,;..., 
Wlaefa  lead,  '^Due  Espy  E. .  Silver  $1,333.33,"  but  the  ree- ,,  '., 
ord  show*  that  this  exhibit  was  .admitted  without  any  ;  vv 
objection  on  defendant's  part  an'd;it  is  now  too  late  for  him.  - 
to  complain  of  this  action  of  the  trial  court 

It-is  contended'by  defendant  that  if  any  right  of  action 
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ever  existed  on  this  contract  it  has  been  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  but  we  cannot  concede  this,  for  if 
the  contract  was  as  alleged  by  plaintiff,  this  $1,333.33 
was  not  due  until  the  death  of  Rachel  Silver,  and  it  is 
admitted  that  she  died  on  the  14th  day  of  July,  1896,  and 
the  record  shows  that  this  petition  was  filed  on  the  11th 
day  of  Febrnary,  1897;  hence  the  statute  of  limitations 
did  not  begin  to  run  against  this  claim  until  a  right  of 
action  had  accrued  upon  it,  i.  e.,  the  14th  day  of  July,  1896. 

A  contention  is  made  by  the  defendant  that  there  is  a 
variance  between  the  allegation  of  the  petition  which 
declares  on  an  oral  contract  and  the  written  memorandum 
attached  to  the  petition,  but  we  cannot  agree  with  this 
contention.  The  paper  which  bore  the  writing  "Due  Espy 
E.  Silver  f  1,333.33"  was  not  a  written  contract;  it  was 
neither  dated  nor  signed  by  anyone  and  was  only  admitted 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  an  admission  of  the  defendant 
that  the  amount  therein  stated  was  due  and  unpaid.  The 
testimony  of  Espy  E.  Silver  and  plaintiff,  with  reference 
to  this  memorandum,  was  that  they  wanted  defendant  to 
give  them  something  that  would  show  that  he  still  owed 
them  this  amount  of  money  and  that  he,  defendant,  handed 
Espy  E.  Silver  this  memorandum  after  he  had  paid  Silver 
the  $500  on  the  contract 

The  instructions  given  by  the  trial  court  were  models 
of  brevity  and  precision.  They  confined  the  jury  strictly 
to  the  question,  as  to  whether  the  defendant  agreed  to  pay 
this  $1,333.33  as  a  part  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  land 
to  Espy  E.  Silver  after  the  mortgage  to  Rachel  Silver  had 
been  extinguished  by  her  death,  and  properly  told  the 
jury  that  the  burden  was  on  the  plaintiff  to  prove  this 
allegation  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence.  The  jury 
was  also  instructed  that  unless  they  found,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  defendant  had  agreed  to  pay  this  sum  at  the 
death  of  Rachel  Silver  to  EBpy  E.  Silver  they  should  find 
for  the  defendant.  The  other  instructions  were  merely  a 
statement  of  the  issues  and  admissions  and  an  instruction 
defining  the  preponderance  of  evidence,  and  we  find  noth- 
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ing  in  any  of  the  instructions  that  could  possibly  have 
prejudiced  the  defendant 

The  next  question  called  to  our  attention  in  defendant's 
brief  is  the  alleged  misconduct  of  plaintiff's  counsel  in 
his  closing  argument  to  the  jury.  It  appears  from  the 
record  that  in  closing  the  case  plaintiff's  counsel  engaged 
in  a  wordy  altercation  with  one  of  the  counsel  for  de- 
fendant and  that  he  attempted  to  go  outside  of  the  record, 
as  he  claimed,  to  defend  himself  against  an  attack  made 
on  htm  by  one  of  defendant's  counsel ;  but  be  this  as  it 
may,  the  court  promptly  checked  him  and  compelled  him 
to  withdraw  everything  he  had  said  outside  of  the  record 
from  the  jury.  When  counsel  in  their  overzeal  in  the 
argument  of  a  case  depart  from  the  record  a  sharp  and 
prompt  rebuke  from  the  trial  judge  will  ordinarily  cure 
the  error,  and,  we  think,  in  this  case  that  was  all  that 
was  necessary. 

There  is  also  complaint  made  about  the  latitude  which 
plaintiff's  counsel  took  in  his  argument  to  the  jury.  This 
matter  was  presented  by  affidavits  and  counter-affidavits 
to  the  court  below,  and  as  we  see  nothing  necessarily 
prejudicial  in  the  argument  ascribed  to  plaintiff's  counsel 
we  do  not  feel  justified  in  disturbing  the  findings  of  the 
trial  court  on  that  question. 

The  next  question  brought  to  our  attention  is  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  evidence.  The  record  shows  that  the 
contract  was  positively  testified  to  by  the  plaintiff  and 
her  husband ;  the  deed  offered  in  evidence  recited  a  con- 
sideration of  |2,500;  the  written  memorandum  testified 
to  by  plaintiff  and  her  husband  was  identified  by  experts 
as  being,  in  their  opinion,  in  the  handwriting  of  the  de- 
fendant Two  other  witnesses  testified  that  defendant  told 
them  that  he  bought  the  place  for  $2,500,  and  one  of  them, 
a  brother  of  Espy  Silver,  testified  that  defendant  told 
him  all  about  the  contract;  and  that  at  one  time  be  had  an 
assignment  of  this  claim  against  the  defendant  and  that 
defendant  told  him  that  he  would  pay  it  when  it  became 
due.    This  array  of  testimony  was  met  by  a  denial  from 
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the  defendant  and  practically  nothing  more.     From  this1 
evidence,  we  think,  the  verdict  was  fully  justified. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Annie  K.  Holt  bt  al.  v.  The  Rust-Owen  Lumber  Com- 
pany. 

Filed  December  4,  1901.    No.  10.680. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Conflicting  Evidence.     Findings  baaed  on  con- 

flicting evidence  will  not  be  disturbed. 

2.  Foreign  Corporations:    Actios  by.    A  foreign  corporation  may  sue 

In  the  courts  of  this  state  without  a  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  section  215,  chapter  16,  Complied  Statutes. 

3.  Mortgages:    Fobeclosube.    Pleading.     That  no  proceedings  at  law 

bave  been  had  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt,  la  a  material  allega- 
tion In  a  petition  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  and  if  put  In 
Issue  It  must  be  established  by  proof. 

4.  Executors  and  Administrators:     Sales:    Ratificatioh.     Where  an 

administrator  transfers  a  note,  past  due,  belonging  to  the  estate 
without  an  order  of  the  county  court,  and  receives  therefor  the 
full  amount  due  thereon,  and  such  transfer  Is  afterward  approved 
and  confirmed  by  the  county  court,  the  transferee  takes  a  good 
title,  which  dates  from  the  time  or  the  transfer. 

Ebeob  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.  Tried 
below  before  Letton,  J.     Reversed. 

L.  W.  Golby  and  Rinaker  &  Bibb,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

E.N. Kaufman  and  A.  D.  McCandleas,  contra. 

Albebt,  G. 

This  action  was  brought  by  The  Rust-Owen  Lumber 
Company,  to  foreclose  a  mortffnjre  executed  and  delivered 
by  the  defendants  to-one  J.  W.  Rowley.    There  was  a  find- 
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ing  and  decree  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendants  bring 
the  case  here  on  error. 

The  first  point  relied  on  for  a  reversal  is,  that  the  plain- 
tiff is  not  a  legal  corporation  nor  qualified  to  do  business 
in  this  state,  and  that  it  lacks  legal  capacity  to  bring  this 
gait.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  corpora- 
tion, duly  organized  under  the  laws  of  a  sister  state.  It 
a  not  alleged,  nor  does  it  appear  in  evidence,  that  it  had 
complied  with  section  215,  chapter  16,  Compiled  Statutes, 
which  provides  for  the  filing  of  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  a 
foreign  corporation.  The  defendants  urge  that  such 
omission  is  fatal.  This  court  has  held  otherwise.  Schmitt 
£  Brother  Co.  v.  Mahoney,  60  Neb.,  20. 

It  is  next  argued  that  the  suit  was  premature  for  the 
reason  that  the  time  of  payment  had  been  extended.  Issue 
was, joined  on  that  question,  and  it  was  submitted  to  the 
court  on  conflicting  evidence,  from  which  reasonable 
minds  might  draw  different  conclusions;  under  the 
nettled  rule  of  this  court,  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  on 
that  issue  will  not  be  disturbed. 

It  is  urged  further,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  the  owner 
of  the  note  at  the  commencement  of  the  action.  The  payee 
of  the  note  died  January  6,  1895.  May  10,  1897,  letters 
of  administration  on  his  estate  duly  issued  to  Mary  L. 
Bowley,  his  widow.  On  the  6th  day  of  June,  following, 
she  transferred  the  note  and  mortgage  to  the  plaintiff  for 
the  full  amount  due  thereon.  It  does  not  appear  that 
such  transfer  was  preceded  by  any  order  of  the  county 
court  authorizing  it.'  Afterward  and  during  the  pendency 
of  this  action,  the  transfer  was  approved  and  confirmed  by 
the  county  court.  In  view  of  the  record,  we  do  not  deem 
it  necessary  or  advisable  to  enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the 
mooted  question,  whether  an  order  of  the  county  court 
is  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  sale  of  personal  property 
by  an  administrator.  In  this  case,  the  note  was  past  due. 
The  statute  not  only  authorized,  but  required,  the  ad- 
ministratrix to  collect'  it.-  She  sold  it  for  the  full  amount 
doe  thereon,  and  the  transaction  received  the  sanction  of 
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the  county  court.  Under  these  circumstances  we  thiuk 
the  plaintiff  acquired  a  good  title  to  the  note,  and  that 
such  title  dates  from  the  time  of  the  transfer. 

Another  objection  urged  by  the  defendants  is,  that  plain- 
tiff failed  to  show  that  no  proceedings  at  law  had  been 
had  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt.  An  allegation  to  that 
effect  in  the  petition  was  put  in  issue  by  the  general 
denial  of  the  defendants.  Such  allegation  has  been  held 
to  be  material  and  one  that  must  be  established  by  the 
proof.  Eirby  v.  Schroder,  58  Neb.,  316.  No  proof  was 
offered  in  support  of  the  allegation.  The  omission,  in  this 
regard,  is  fatal  to  the  decree,  nor  will  the  fact  that  such 
allegation  was  met  by  a  general,  instead  of  a  specific, 
denial  operate  to  relieve  the  plaintiff  from  the  effect  of 
such  omission.    Kirby  v.  Schroder,  supra. 

We  recommend  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court  be 
reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings 
according  to  law. 

Ames  and  Ddpfib,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


LA  VINA  A.  BOALES  FIT  AL.,  APPELLANTS,  V.  E.   I.   FERGUSON, 

Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Emily  A.  Praul, 
Deceased,  appi 


...,,.,_  ,.  1901.    No.  10.6M. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Judgments  or  Dibtbkt  Coukt  oh  Appeal  Fbom 

Pbobate  Couhth.  Judgments  of  the  district  court  rendered  on 
appeal  from  the  probate  side  of  the  county  court  are  reviewable 
only  by  petition  In  error. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Juhibdigtuot  bt  Consent.    This  court  can  not 

acquire  Jurisdiction  to  review  such  a  Judgment  on  appeal  by  con- 
sent of  the  parties. 
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Appkal  from  the  district  court  for  Saline  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Appeal  dismissed. 

Thomas  Ryan  and  James  W.  Dawes,  for  appellants. 

J.  D.  Pope,  contra. 

Pound,  0. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  district  court 
rendered  on  an  appeal  from  the  county  court  in  the  settle- 
ment of  an  estate.  It  is  manifest  that  we  cannot  review 
the  judgment  by  appeal.  Orders  and  judgments  of  the 
county  court  in  its  probate  jurisdiction  are  reviewable  in 
this  court  only  by  petition  in  error.  Whalen  v.  Kitchen, 
61  Neb.,  329,  85  N.  W.  Rep.,  278.  Appellant  has  urged 
that  the  appellees  have  waived  this  objection  by  not  rais- 
ing it  in  their  briefs  nor  until  the  court  called  attention 
thereto  at  the  hearing.  Consent,  however,  cannot  give 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter.  The  court  has  no 
power  to  review  the  judgment  in  the  absence  of  a  petition 
in  error  filed  in  the  time  fixed  by  law.  We  recommend 
that  the  appeal  be  dismissed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Thb  appeal  is  dismissed. 


Gebteudb  T.  Edney,  Administratrix  with  the  Will 
Annexed  op  thb  Estate  of  Jambs  A.  Ednby,  De- 
ceased, v.  James  E.  Baum  bt  al. 

Filed  December  4,  1001.     No.  12,143. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 
1.  Executor*  and  Administrators:    Abatement.     An  action  does  not 
abate  by  the  removal  or  discharge  of  an  administrator  as  party 
plaintiff  during  Its  pendency. 
I.  Action:    Dismissal:    Reinstatement  in  Equity.    A  suit  in  equity 
may  be  maintained  for  the  purpose  of  reinstating  a  case  erron- 
eously dismissed,  when  there  is  no  adequate  legal  remedy  therefor. 
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Ekrok  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Bakeb,  J.    Reversed  with  directions. 

Richard  Cunningham  and  Geo.  A.  Adams,  for  plaintiff 


Burr  £  Burr,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  litigation  was  begun  a  number. of  years  ago  and 
phases  of  it  have  been  before  this  court  before.  Edney 
v,  Baum,  44  Neb.,  294;  Edncy  v.  Bourn,  53  Neb.,  116; 
Edney  v.  Baum,  59  Neb.,  147.  The  phase  of  the  case  now 
presented  arises  on  a  petition  filed  by  Gertrude  T.  Edney, 
as  administratrix  of  the  Edney  estate,  in  the  district 
court  for  Lancaster  county,  Nebraska,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  an  order  formerly  made  by  that  court,  dismissing 
her  action,  set  aside  and  the  case  reinstated. 

The  action  of  the  court  complained  of  in  this  petition  is 
in  substance,  that  an  action  was  pending  in  said  court, 
brought  by  the  administratrix  and  executor  of  the  Edney 
estate  against  the  Baums  for  damages  for  deceit  and  false 
representations  in  a  trade  of  a  stock  of  hardware  for  cer- 
tain real  estate.  That  this  case  had  proceeded  to  trial 
and  verdict  when  the  defendants,  Baum,  filed  their  motion 
for  a  new  trial,  and  as  one  of  the  grounds  thereof,  alleged 
that  the  administratrix  and  executor  had  been  discharged 
of  their  office  by  the  probate  court  in  which  they  had  been 
appointed  before  the  trial  commenced,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence thereof  they  had  no  legal  capacity  to  maintain  the 
suit.  Upon  the  hearing  of  this  motion  the  court  set  aside 
the  verdict  and  dismissed  the  action.  The  action  so  dis- 
missed is  now  sought  to  be  reinstated.  The  defendants 
Baum  filed  their  answer  to  this  petition  of  the  administra- 
trix in  this  case  and  a  trial  was  had  thereon  which  resulted 
in  a  finding  for  the  defendants,  and  a  judgment  dismissing 
the  petition,  whereupon  Mrs.  Edney,  as  administratrix, 
prosecutes  error  to  this  court. 

It  is  urged  that  the  findings  and  judgment  of  the  trial 
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court  are  contrary  to  law.  The  court,  by  its  findings,  held 
that  the  letters  of  administration  of  the  parties  claiming 
to  be  plaintiffs  had  been  revoked  and  annulled  by  the 
county  court  of  Douglas  county,  and  that  court  had 
jurisdiction  of  both  the  parties  and  the  subject-mat- 
ter. Conceding  this  to  be  true,  does  this  /act  abate 
the  action  ?  It  is  not  claimed  that  this  revocation 
was  made  before  the  inception  of  the  action.  The 
record  shows  that  this  alleged  revocation  was  made  on  the 
29th  day  of  February,  1896,  while  the  record  discloses  that 
this  action  had  been  pending  for  a  number  of  years  prior 
thereto;  bad  been  once  tried,  taken  to  the  supreme  court, 
reversed  and  remanded.    Edney  v.  Baum,  44  Neb.,  294. 

Section  336,  chapter  23,  Compiled  Statutes  provides, 
that:  "When  an  executor  or  administrator  shall  die,  be 
removed  from  office,  or  resign,  or  when  his  letters  shall  be 
revoked,  during  the  pendency  of  any  suit  in  which  he  is  a 
party,  the  suit  may  be  prosecuted  by  or  against  the  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator  appointed  in  his  place,  if  any 
shall  be  appointed,  in  like  manner  as  if  it  had  originally 
been  commenced  by  or  against  such  last  executor  or  ad- 
ministrator." Section  45  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure 
provides  that:  "An  action  does  not  abate  by  the  death, 
marriage  or  other  disability  of  a  party  or  by  the  transfer 
of  any  interest  therein,  during  its  pendency,  if  the  cause 
of  action  survive  or  continue.  In  the  case  of  the  marriage 
of  a  female  party,  the  fact  being  suggested  on  the  record, 
the  husband  may  be  made  a  party  with  his  wife;  and  in 
case  of  the  deatb  or  other  disability  of  the  party,  the  court 
may  allow  the  action  to  continue  by  or  against  his  rep- 
resentative or  successor  in  interest."  It  is  clear  from 
these  provisions  of  the  statute  that  the  action  does 
aot  abate  because  the  representative  capacity  of  the  plain- 
tiffs had  terminated.  The  right  of  the  plaintiff  to  carry 
on  the  suit  may  have  terminated,  but  this  did  not  au- 
thorize the  court  to  dismiss  the  action,  nor  was  it  legal 
ground  upon  which  the  court  could  dismiss  it,  and  its 
action  in  this  respect  was  clearly  erroneous. 
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The  remaining  question  is,  can  this  error  of  the  trial 
court  be  corrected  by  this  proceeding?  A  suit  in  equity 
for  this  purpose  can  only  be  maintained  when  there  is  no 
adequate  legal  remedy,  and  only  then  to  prevent  a  failure 
.  of  justice.  When  this  judgment  of  dismissal  was  rendered 
there  was  no  one  before  the  court,  clothed  with  authority 
to  represent  the  decedent's  estate.  All  these  proceedings 
were  had  in  the  absence  of  any  representation  of  this  estate 
and  what  was  done  was  not  binding  on  the  estate.  It  had 
no  day  in  court.  There  was  no  one  who  could  complain, 
prosecute  error  or  appeal.  The  quondam  personal  rep- 
resentatives attempted  to  prosecute  error  from  this  judg- 
ment, but  their  petition  was  dismissed  for  want  of  inter- 
est E'dney  v.  Bawm,  53  Neb.,  116.  At  this  time  there  was 
no  personal  representative  in  existence,  at  least  none 
which  the  court,  by  reason  of  the  record  of  the  probate 
court,  would  recognize  as  such.  Then,  there  was  no  one 
who  could  prosecute  error  from  this  action  of  the  trial 
court.  This  being  so,  the  legal  remedy  is  gone.  But  this 
does  not  extinguish  the  right  of  the  personal  representa- 
tives of  this  estate  to  have  this  action  tried  on  its  merits. 
This  so-called  trial  was  nothing,  binding  no  one,  be- 
cause it  was  not  a  trial  between  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  this  estate  and  the  defendants,  but  be- 
tween strangers  to  the  estate  and  the  defendants,  and 
hence  no  trial  in  fact  and  in  law.  Equity  never  Buffers  a 
wrong  without  a  remedy,  and  whatever  may  be  tile  merit 
or  demerit  of  that  suit,  the  personal  representatives  of 
this  estate  have  the  legal  right  to  have  their  day  in  court 
and  the  case  tried  on  its  merits.  This  was  not  done  through 
no  fault  of  theirs. 

There  is  some  complaint  made  for  the  reason  that  Cav- 
anaugh,  as  executor,  does  not  join  in  this  action.  The  pe- 
tition shows  him  to  be  one  of  the  parties  plaintiff,  and  we 
find  no  disclaimer  of  his  in  the  record.  But  if  he  refused 
to  join  as  plaintiff  this  would  not  defeat  the  action,  as 
under  section  42  of  the  Code  he  may  be  made  a  defendant 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
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district  court  be  reversed  and  the  cause  be  remanded  with 
directions  to  the  court  below  to  reinstate  the  original  case 
and  proceed  with  its  hearing  as  if  no  trial  had  ever  been 
had. 

Sedgwick,  C,  concurs.  Pound,  C,  having  been  of 
counsel,  did  not  sit 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  the 
cause  remanded  with  directions  to  the  court  below  to  re- 
instate the  original  case  and  proceed  with  its  hearing  as  if 
no  trial  had  ever  been  had. 

Reversed  with  directions. 


Spelts  &  Klostebman  v.  Mike  Ward. 

Filed  Dbcbmreb  18,  1901.     No.  10,485. 
Com  mi  bbI  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

L  Broach  of  Contract:  Illiterate  Pabtt:  Burden  of  *  Proof  op 
Knowledge.  Where  one  1b  dealing  with  an  unlettered  man,  who 
can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  makes  his  mark  to  the  Instru- 
ment he  executes,  and  there  la  testimony  tending  to  show  that  he 
did  not  understand  the  contents  of  such  paper,  or  that  his  sig- 
nature was  obtained  by  fraud,  It  Is  Incumbent  on  the  former  to 
show  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  that  the  latter  fully 
understood  the  object  and  Import  of  the  writing  which  he  ex- 
ecuted. 

L  Breach  of  Contract:  Fraud:  Negligence  of  Pabtt  Signing.  In  an 
action  upon  a  contract,  where  the  defense  Is  that  fraud  was  em- 
ployed In  securing  the  signature  of  one  of  the  parties,  the  doctrine 
that  the  carelessness  or  negligence  of  the  party  In  the  signing 
of  the  contract  estops  him  from  disputing  Its  contents  la  not  ap- 
plicable. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Ihbtbuotioit;  Proper.  Instruction  set  out  In  the 
opinion  examined,  and  held  properly  given. 

i  Appeal  and  Error:  EvnwitCK:  Sotfictenot.  Evidence  examined, 
and  found  to  sustain  verdict  and  Judgment. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Seward  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Affirmed. 
16 
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Eastings  &  Ball  and  8.  H.  Steele,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 
George  W.  Lowlcy  and  R.  8.  Nnrral,  contra. 

Kibkpatbick,  C. 

Plaintiffs  in  error  brought  this  action  against  defendant 
in  error  in  the  district  court  of  Seward  county  to  recover 
$500  damages  for  breach  of  contract  made  July  1,  1890. 
Plaintiffs  pleaded  the  execution  of  a  contract,  by  the  terms 
of  which  defendant  agreed  to  sell  them  three  thousand 
bushels  of  corn  to  be  delivered  in  July  or  August,  at  the 
option  of  plaintiffs,  at  an  agreed  price  of  twenty-three  and 
one-half  cents  per  bushel ;  alleged  that  the  sum  of  $50  had 
been  paid  upon  the  contract,  and  that  defendant  had  de- 
livered two  hundred  and  fifty  bushels,  refusing  upon  de- 
mand to  deliver  any  more;  that  by  reason  of  said  failure 
and  refusal,  they  had  suffered  damage  in  the  sum  of  (500 
for  which  with  interest  and  costs  they  prayed  judgment. 
The  answer  denied  the  agreement  as  pleaded  in  the  peti- 
tion, hut  admitted  the  signing  by  mark  of  the  written  in- 
strument set  out;  alleged  that  defendant  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  and  that  the  paper  pleaded  in  the  petition 
and  signed  by  defendant  did  not  represent  the  contract 
actually  entered  into,  but  that  he  had  agreed  to  deliver  to 
plaintiffs  sufficient  corn,  at  the  price  agreed  upon,  to 
cover  the  amount  of  money  advanced ;  and  that  if  he  bad  a  ' 
good  crop  of  corn,  he  would  sell  to  them  all  he  could  spare 
at  the  price  named ;  that  the  corn  which  he  had  delivered 
amounted  in  value  to  $9.77  more  than  the  sum  advanced, 
for  which  with  interest  he  prayed  judgment  The  trial 
resulted  in  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  defendant  in  the 
sum  of  $9.77,  with  interest  thereon,  amounting  to  $14.70. 
Plaintiffs  in  error  ask  for  a  review  of  this  judgment  by 
this  court. 

But  two  of  the  assignments  in  the  petition  in  error  are 
argued  in  brief  of  counsel,  and  the  remainder  will  be 
deemed  waived:  (1)  That  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence 
to  support  the  verdict;  and  (2)  that  the  .court  erred  in 
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giving  instruction  No.  7,  on  its  own  motion.     This  case 
has  been  once  before  in  this  court  on  an  appeal  from  a 
former  trial.    Ward  v.  Spelts,  39  Neb.,  809. 

The  principal  evidence  in  the  case  is  that  of  Ward,  de- 
fendant in  error,  and  R  J.  W.  Reed,  agent  of  plaintiffs  in 
error,  who  prepared  the  contract.  Ward  testifies  that  he 
inquired  of  Reed  at  the  Ulysses  office  of  plaintiffs  in  error 
what  he  was  paving  for  corn.  Reed  told  him  twenty-three 
and  one-half  cents,  and  asked  if  Ward  had  any  to  sell. 
Ward  replied  that  he  had  a  little,  and  that  he  needed  some 
money  for  himself  and  for  the  boys  who  were  working  for 
him.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  price,  and  thought  he 
would  try  to  get  what  money  he  needed  at  the  bank.  Reed 
thereupon  told  him  that  corn  would  go  down,  and  that  he 
bad  better  Bell  what  corn  he  had.  Ward  needed  $50  and 
offered  to  dispose  of  enough  corn  to  Reed  to  amount  to  at 
least  that  sum  at  twenty-three  and  one-half  cents,  and  that 
if  he  had  a  good  crop  he  would  sell  to  him  all  he  could 
spare  at  that  price;  he  thought  he  had  between  two  and 
three  thousand  bushels,  but  would  not  want  to  sell  any 
unless  he  had  a  good  crop.  Reed  finally  offered  him  a 
bonus  of  {2,50  out  of  his  own  pocket,  explaining  if  he  got 
Ward's  corn,  he  would  get  other  corn  in  the  same  neighor- 
hood.  Ward  further  testified  that  the  corn  was  to  be  de- 
livered in  August  or  September,  when  Reed  wanted  it. 
He  said  the  contract  was  not  read  over  to  him.  "He, 
(Reed)  told  me  there  was  something,  only  a  piece  of  pa- 
per wrote  up  that  I  was  giving,  that  he  was  going  to  let 
me  have  that  $ 50  upon  my  own  name  there,  and  any  time 
I  got  ready  to  Bell  the  corn,  if  I  raised  a  crop  of  corn,  that 
I  would  haul  him  all  the  corn  I  had  to  sell  at  the  same 
price."  He  swears  that  he  made  his  mark  simply  by  touch- 
ing his  hand  to  the  end  of  the  penholder  held  by  Reed,  who 
represented  that  the  instrument  he  was  executing  was  an 
agreement  to  be  charged  with  $52.50,  and  to  deliver  suffi- 
cient corn  to  balance  the  account,  and  as  much  additional 
as  he  could  spare  if  he  had  a  good  crop.  Ward  claimed 
further  that  he  never  agreed  to  sell  three  thousand  bushels. 
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Reed  testifies  that  he  read  the  contract  to  Ward  as  writ- 
ten, and  his  father,  George  Reed,  who  was  present,  cor- 
roborates this  testimony. 

The  record  discloses  that  Ward  was  an  ignorant,  un- 
lettered  man,  able  neither  to  read  nor  write,  and  that  he 
was  partially  deaf.  The  rule  is  well  settled  that  if  a  per- 
son is  deceived  as  to  the  contents  of  a  written  instrument, 
and  is  induced  by  fraudulent  representations  to  affix  him 
signature  to  a  contract,  under  the  belief  that  it  correctly 
sets  out  the  agreement  to  which  he  has  orally  assented, 
parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  what  the  contract 
actually  was.  It  was  the  duty  of  Reed,  acting  for  plain- 
tiffs in  error,  to  reduce  to  writing  the  contract  actually 
made,  and  the  burden  was  upon  plaintiffs  in  error  to  show 
by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  that  Ward  understood 
the  nature  of  the  writing  signed  by  him.  In  the  case  of 
Scldon  v.  Myers,  20  How.  [U.  6.],  506  [Lawyer's  Edition, 
Book  15,  page  976], Chief  Justice  Taney  sayB:  "Where  one 
is  dealing  with  an  unlettered  man,  who  can  neither  read 
nor  write  and  makes  his  mark  to  the  instruments  he  ex- 
ecuted, it  is  incumbent  on  the  former  to  show,  past  doubt, 
that  the  latter  fully  understood  the  object  and  import  of 
the  writings  which  he  executed."  While  this  court  is  not 
prepared  to  go  as  far  as  the  learned  chief  justice  in  the 
opinion  quoted,  yet  it  is  well  settled  that  where  one  deals 
with  an  unlettered  man,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write, 
and  who  makes  his  mark  to  the  instrument  he  executes, 
and  there  is  testimony  to  show  that  he  did  not  understand 
the  contents  of  the  paper  he  has  executed,  or  that  his  sig- 
nature was  obtained  by  fraud,  it  is  incumbent  on  the 
former  to  show  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  that 
the  latter  fully  understood  the  object  and  import  of  the 
writing  which  he  executed. 

It  is  contended  that  Ward  is  bound  by  the  contract 
which  he  signed,  because  it  was  read  over  to  him  as  shown 
by  Reed's  testimony,  and  that  if  he  carelessly  and  negli- 
gently affixed  his  signature,  he  can  not  now  he  heard  to 
question  it    The  rule  is  not  applicable  to  the  case  at  bar. 
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In  the  opinion  of  this  court  filed  in  the  former  appeal  of 
this  case,  it  is  said :  "The  doctrine  that  the  carelessness  or 
negligence  of  a  party  in  signing  a  writing  estops  him  from 
afterwards  disputing  the  contents  of  such  writing,  is  not 
applicable  in  a  suit  thereon  between  the  original  parties 
thereto,  where  the  defense  is  that  such  writing,  by  reason 
of  fraud,  does  not  embrace  the  contract  actually  made." 
Ward  v.  Spelts,  39  Neb.,  809.  See  also  State  Insurance 
Co.  v.  Jordan,  29  Neb.,  514.  From  an  examination  of  the 
entire  record  we  are  satisfied  that  the  jury  were  amply 
justified  in  finding  that  the  contract  actually  entered  into 
was  as  shown  by  the  testimony  of  Ward. 

In  Honnensohein  v.  Bart  els,  37  Neb.,  592,  the  rule  is  cor- 
rectly announced  in  the  following  language:  "When  a 
jury  has  decided  a  question  of  fact  properly  submitted, 
and  the  trial  judge  has  overruled  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
then,  if  the  record  discloses  competent  evidence  on  which 
the  finding  may  have  been  based,  such  finding  can  not  be 
disturbed  by  the  supreme  court."  Davis  v.  Silboiim,  41 
Neb,,  35. 

Instruction  No.  7,  given  on  the  court's  own  motion,  is  as 
follows : 

"If  yon  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  defendant,  at 
the  time  of  executing  the  paper  in  evidence,  was  unable  to 
read  or  write  or  read  written  or  printed  matter,  and  that 
"3,000  bushels'  was  placed  in  the  writing  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  defendant,  and  that  he  was  induced  to  sign  said 
contract  believing  said  contract  embraced  the  agreement 
made  between  the  plaintiffs  and  the  defendant;  and  if  you 
further  find  that  the  plaintiffs  at  the  time  paid  to  the  de- 
fendant the  sum  of  $52.50,  and  that  the  agreement  be- 
tween the  parties  was  that  the  defendant  should  deliver 
to  the  plaintiffs  sufficient  corn  to  repay  said  money  at  the 
price  named,  and  that  the  defendant  should,  if  he  had  any 
other  corn  to  spare,  sell  the  same  to  the  plaintiffs  at  the 
same  price,  said  corn  to  be  delivered  in  the  month  of 
August,  1890,  after  the  defendant  could  tell  whether  or 
not  he  would  raise  a  good  crop  of  corn  for  that  year,  and 
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after  he  should  ascertain  whether  or  not  he  would  have 
any  more  corn  to  sell  and  spare  from  his  then  old  crop  on 
hand ;  and  did  not  agree  to  sell  the  plaintiffs'  3,000  bushels 
of  corn  or  any  other  specific  quantity  or  amount  of  corn 
over  and  above  sufficient  to  pay  the  $52.50  advanced  by 
the  plaintiffs  to  the  defendant,  and  if  you  further  find 
that  the  paper  signed  by  the  defendant  was  not  read  to  the 
defendant  as  the  same  actually  was  when  signed  by  him, 
but  was  represented  to  the  defendant  as  not  containing 
the  clause  requiring  him  to  deliver  3,000  bushels  of  corn  to 
the  plaintiffs,  and  that  the  defendant,  believing  such  rep- 
resentation, executed  the  same,  then  you  should  find  for 
the  defendant." 

Counsel  contend  that  this  instruction  is  erroneous  in 
that  it  submits  an  issue  whether  the  contract  in  suit  was 
correctly  read  to  defendant,  whereas  the  only  issue  made 
by  the  proof  is  whether  the  contract  was  read  at  all  or 
not  It  is  true,  that  J.  W.  R,  and  George  Reed  claim  that 
the  contract  was  correctly  read  to  Ward,  while  the  latter 
contends  that  nothing  was  read  to  him  at  all,  but  that  he 
was  led  to  believe  that  he  was  signing  a  memorandum,  re- 
ceipting for  $52.50,  and  agreeing  to  deliver  sufficient  corn 
to  balance  the  account  thus  made.  An  examination  of 
this  entire  instruction,  as  well  as  the  other  instructions 
given,  shows  that  the  real  issue  submitted  was  what  was 
the  actual  agreement  between  the  parties.  The  issue  of 
fraud  was  squarely  raised  by  defendant's  pleading  and 
proof.  The  material  inquiry  was  whether  defendant  was 
induced  by  misrepresentations  to  sign  an  agreement  which 
did  not  embody  his  understanding  of  the  contract.  His 
illiteracy  and  physical  infirmity  made  him  the  easy  vic- 
tim of  fraud.  His  understanding,  as  shown  by  the  evi- 
dence, was  that  the  instrument  he  executed  was  a  receipt 
for  the  money  advanced  and  an  agreement  to  deliver  suffi- 
cient corn  to  balance  the  account,  and  as  much  more  as  he 
could  spare  when  he  should  know  the  condition  of  his 
crop.  This  theory  of  the  case  was  fairly  presented  by  the 
instruction  complained  of.     "A  party  to  an  action  is  en- 
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titled  to  have  the  jury  instructed  with  reference  to  his 
theory  of  the  case,  when  the  pleadings  present  the  theory 
as  an  issue  and  it  is  supported  by  competent  evidence." 
Boice  v.  Palmer,  55  Neb.,  389. 

That  portion  of  the  instruction  of  which  counsel  com- 
plain is  as  follows:  "And  if  you  further  find  that  the  pa- 
per signed  by  the  defendant  was  not  read  to  the  defendant 
as  the  same  actually  was  when  signed  by  him,  but  was 
represented  to  the  defendant  as  not  containing  the  clause 
requiring  him  to  deliver  3,000  bushels,"  etc.  It  is  not 
probable  that  the  jury  were  diverted  by  this  clause  in  the 
instruction  from  the  real  inquiry,  namely,  whether  the 
defendant  believed  and  acted  upon  representations  thai 
the  instrument  which  he  was  executing  contained  d« 
agreement  to  deliver  any  specific  number  of  bushels  in 
addition  to  that  necessary  to  repay  the  money  advanced. 
The  instruction  submits  the  question,  "was  the  contract 
read  as  it  was,  or,  was  it  represented  as  not  containing  an 
agreement  to  deliver  3,000  bushels?"  This  statement  of 
the  issue,  when  taken  in  connection  with  all  the  other  in- 
structions, was  substantially  correct,  and  plaintiffs  in 
error  were  not  prejudiced  thereby.  In  Hoffine  v.  Eatings, 
60  Neb.,  729,  it  is  said :  "Instructions  are  to  be  considered 
together,  to  the  end  that  they  may  be  properly  under- 
stood, and  when  so  construed,  if,  as  a  whole,  they  fairly 
state  the  law,  applicable  to  the  evidence,  error  can  not  be 
predicated  upon  the  giving  of  the  same." 

The  case  seems  to  have  been  fairly  submitted  to  the 
jury,  and  we  are  unable  to  say  that  their  verdict  is  not 
right.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  judgment 
ut  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Afpibmed. 
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Ishah  B.  Pope  t.  Kingman  &  Company. 

Piled  December  18,  WOL.  No.  10,493. 
Commissi  oner' a  oplnlou.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Garnishment:    PREPAYMENT  of  Fees.     A  garnishee  who  appears  and 

answers  without  objection  waives  his  right  to  prepayment  of  his 
fees. 

2.  Garnishment:      Unbatisfaotoby     Answer:      Execution     Against 

Debtor,  Issuance  of  execution  against  the  attachment  debtor 
and  return  thereof  unsatisfied  are  not  required  before  proceeding 
against  a  garnishee  under  section  22G,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
for  unsatisfactory  answer. 

3.  Fraudulent   Conveyances:    Bona  Fides:     Instruction.     A  transfer 

made  to  a  third  person  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preferring  and 
satisfying  a  bona  fide  creditor  Is  not  voidable  as  hindering  or 
delaying  other  creditors.  But  such  transfer  must  be  made  In 
good  faith  for  that  purpose,  and  an  Instruction  which  omits  this 
element  of  the  rule  is  properly  refused. 

4.  Fraudulent  Conveyances:    Participation  op  Debtor  and  Creditor 

in  Intent:  Application  to  Purchases.  The  rale  that  where  a 
bona  fide  creditor  takes  property  of  the  debtor  in  satisfaction  of 
his  claim  the  transaction  is  not  voidable  by  reason  of  fraudulent 
Intent  of  the  debtor  unless  the  creditor  participated  in  such 
Intent,  does  not  apply  to  a  purchaser,  not  himself  a  creditor,  who, 
by  direction  of  the  debtor,  pays  the  purchase  price  to  a  preferred 
creditor. 

6.  Appeal  and  Error:  Exceptions.  Alleged  errors  In  the  introduction 
of  evidence  are  not  reviewable  unless  excepted  to  in  the  trial 
court 

6.  Appeal  and  Error:  Verdict:  Correctness  of.  The  verdict  held  to 
be  sustained  by  the  evidence  and  In  accord  with  the  instruction! 
of  the  court. 

Eebor  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.    Tried 
below  before  Letton,  J.    Affirmed. 

Sazlett  &  Jack,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

James  H.  Mcintosh,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

Kingman  &  Company  sued  Pope  under  section  225,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  alleging  an  unsatisfactory  disclosure 


Vol.  2]  SEPTEMBER  TERM,  1901.  185 

Pope  v.  Kingman  &  Co. 

as  garnishee  in  an  action  brought  by  Kingman  &  Company 
against  one  Iliatt.  The  substantial  issue  involved  was  as 
to  the  validity  of  a  transfer  of  a  stock  of  goods  from  Hiatt 
to  Pope,  which  was  claimed  to  be  fraudulent  and  void  as 
to  Hiatt's  creditors.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  was  for 
plaintiffs  and  the  cause  comes  here  on  error  from  the 
judgment  pursuant  thereto. 

It  is  urged  that1  the  action  is  not  maintainable  because 
Pope  was  neither  paid  nor  tendered  the  fees  to  which  he 
was  entitled  as  garnishee  and  also  because  no  execution 
was  issued  and  returned  unsatisfied  prior  to  its  commence- 
ment With  respect  to  the  first  contention,  it  is  enough  to 
Ray  that  the  garnishee  appeared  and  answered  without 
objection,  and  by  so  doing  waived  his  right  to  prepayment 
of  fees.  Hinkley  v.  St.  Anthony  Falls  Water  Poicer  Co., 
9  MinH.,  55.  Nor  is  the  other  point  well  taken.  This  was  a 
case  of  garnishment  before  judgment.  Section  225, Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  under  which  the  action  was  brought,  does 
uot  require  issuance  of  execution  and  return  thereof  un- 
satisfied prior  to  suit,  and  such  a  requirement,  if  read  into 
the  statute,  would  be  in  conflict  with  the  provision  of  sec- 
tion 228  that  the  amount  recovered  from  the  garnishee 
shall  be  first  applied  upon  the  judgment  and  that  execution 
shall  issue  for  the  residue.  We  are  satisfied  that  the 
action  is  maintainable  without  such  preliminary  pro- 
ceeding. It  is  also  argued  that  the  petition  does  not 
state  a  cause  of  action  in  that  it  fails  to  show  sufficiently 
that  the  judgment  against  Hiatt  is  unpaid.  Bearing  in 
mind  that  the  petition  is  thus  attacked  for  the  first  time 
after  verdict,  the  allegation  that  plaintiff  is  "unable  to 
collect  its  said  judgment"  would  seem  to  be  enough. 

With  one  exception,  we  think  all  of  the  instructions 
wmested  by  Pope  and  refused  by  the  trial  court  relate 
to  matters  amply  covered  in  the  charge  of  the  court  on 
its  own  motion.  The  one  instruction  tendered  of  which 
this  may  not  be  said  refers  to  the  right  of  an  insolvent 
debtor  to  prefer  creditors.  It  was  claimed  that  Hiatt 
made  the  transfer  to  Pope  for  the  purpose  of  preferring 
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bis  wife  and  daughter,  to  whom  he  testified  he  was  largely 
indebted,  and  that  the  consideration  went  to  them  by 
Hiatt's  direction.  We  do  not  doubt  that  if  a  debtor 
sells  his  property  with  the  sole  and  bona  fide  purpose  of 
raising  money  to  pay  creditors  and  does  apply  the  money 
and  all  of  it  to  payment  of  creditors  in  good  faith,  the 
transfer  is  valid.  Preferring  a  creditor  in  good  faith 
is  a  legal  right  of  the  debtor,  and  he  may  do  so  quite  as 
much  by  selling  his  goods  and  paying  over  the  proceeds 
as  by  turning  over  the  goods  themselves.  If  he  sold  for 
that  purpose  only,  he  had  no  fraudulent  intent  and  the 
sale  was  valid.  Hence,  although  the  court  made  it  clear 
that  the  sale  was  valid  unless  made  with  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  defrauding  creditors,  we  think  an  instruction 
as  to  the  right  of  a  debtor  to  prefer  creditors  would  have 
been  very  proper  and  that  it  should  have  been  given  had 
one  been  tendered  which  correctly  stated  the  law.  But 
the  instruction  requested,  refusal  of  which  is  assigned  as 
error,  is  obviously  defective  and  improper  in  omitting  the 
important  qualification  that  the  preference  must  be  made 
in  good  faith.  If  the  debtor  intends  not  only  to  prefer 
one  creditor,  but  to  hinder,  delay  and  defraud  the  others, 
the  transfer  is  invalid.  Ellis  v.  Musselman,  61  Neb.,  262, 
85  N.  W.  Rep.,  75;  Tackabcrry  v.  Oil  more,  57  Neb.,  450, 
452;  Lamlaucr  v.  Mack,  43  Neb.,  430,  436.  Though 
preference  of  itself  does  not  amount  to  nor  give  rise  to 
an  inference  of  such  intent,  neither  does  it  necessarily 
exclude  it.    The  instruction  was  properly  refused. 

In  the  course  of  an  instruction  which  clearly  and  fully 
states  what  the  plaintiffs  were  required  to  prove  the  court 
told  the  jury  that  if  notice  of  the  fraudulent  intent  of 
Hiatt,  if  any  he  had,  was  brought  home  to  Pope  before 
he  passed  the  consideration  the  sale  was  voidable.  Two 
objections  are  made  to  this  part  of  the  instruction.  First 
it  is  said  that  as  the  purpose  of  the  sale  was  to  prefer 
Hiatt's  wife  and  daughter  who  were  creditors,  the  vendee 
would  not  be  liable  merely  because  of  notice  of  any  fraud- 
ulent intent  Hiatt  may  have  had,  nor  unless  he  partici- 
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pated  therein.  If  the  wife  and  daughter  had  taken  the 
property  in  satisfaction  of  bona  fide  claims,  even  if  there 
had  been  a  fraudulent  intent  and  they  had  known  of  it, 
ret  taking  under  a  species  of  compulsion  to  secure  or 
satisfy  their  just  claims,  they  could  have  held  the  property 
without  regard  to  notice  unless  they  participated  in  some 
way  in  the  fraudulent  purpose.  Jones  v.  Lores,  37  Neb., 
816;  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.  v.  Burnham,  52  Neb.,  364. 
But  Pope  was  a  mere  volunteer.  He  was  under  no  species 
of  compulsion  to  buy  the  stock,  and,  if  there  was  a  fraud- 
ulent intent,  and  he  knew  it,  cannot  avail  himself  of  the 
fact  that  those  who  received  the  consideration  may  not 
be  compelled. to  restore  it.  That  he  paid  the  purchase 
price  to  preferred  creditors  by  direction  of  the  debtor 
does  not  put  him  in  the  place  of  such  creditors.  The  rule 
that  protects  a  creditor  who  takes  in  satisfaction  of  a 
bona  fide  indebtedness  is  expressly  put  on  the  ground  that 
any  other  doctrine  would  prevent  him  from  protecting 
himself  and  from  exercising  his  legal  right  of  demanding 
and  receiving  the  money  due  him.  So  long  as  he  only 
exercises  this  right,  and  does  not  participate  in  any 
fraudulent  intention  which  the  debtor  may  have,  it  may 
well  be  said  that  he  is  not  within  the  purview  of  a  statute 
meant  to  protect  creditors,  not  to  defeat  them.  But 
ordinary  purchasers,  even  though  they  pay  a  full  con- 
sideration, are  within  the  express  words  of  the  statute 
where  they  have  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent  intent  of 
the  vendor.  Section  21,  "chapter  32,  Compiled  Statutes. 
Moreover,  the  reason  of  the  rule  as  to  creditors  does  not 
apply  to  them.  The  statute  contains  but  one  exception, 
namely,  the  case  of  a  purchaser  for  value  without  notice, 
and  there  seems  no  ground  for'  establishing  further  ex- 
ceptions by  supplementary  judicial  legislation.  The  rule 
applicable  in  this  case  is  stated  in  Brown  v.  Sloan,  61 
Neb.,  237,  85  N.  W.  Rep.,  37.  Next  it  is  urged  that  the 
evidence  affords  no  ground  for  such  an  instruction. 
There  is  evidence  that  the  transfer  of  an  equity  in  lands 
in  another  state,  which  was  the  consideration,  was  not 
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completed  for  some  time  after  the  stock  of  goods  was 
turned  over.  It  is  true  Pope  claimed  that  he  made  the 
transfer  for  his  wife  and  tamed  the  stock  over  to  her 
at  once  "by  indorsement  of  the  bill  of  sale."  But  plain- 
tiffs contended  that  this  was  part  of  a  fraudulent  scheme, 
and  had  a  right  to  have  the  general  rule  of  law  as  to 
notice  stated  to  the  jury.  The  instruction  is  a  full  and 
correct  statement  of  what  was  required  to  be  shown  before 
recovery  could  be  had  and  we  see  no  valid  objection  to  it. 

Errors  are  assigned  with  respect  to  the  admission  of 
certain  notes  in  evidence.  But  the  record  does  not  show 
any  exceptions  to  these  rulings,  and  we  cannot  review 
them.  It  is  also  argued  that  the  verdict  is  contrary  to  the 
evidence  and  to  the  court's  instructions.  Questions  of 
fraudulent  intent  are  peculiarly  within  the  province  of 
a  jury.  Connelly  v.  Edgerton,  22  Neb.,  84.  The  trans- 
actions here  in  controversy  were  largely  between  near 
relatives  and  called  for  close  scrutiny.  There  was  ample 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury,  and  we  should  not  be  justified 
in  disturbing  their  conclusion  even  if  we  were  inclined 
to  take  a  different  view.  But  we  think  the  verdict  is 
sustained  by  the  evidence  and  in  accord  with  the  in- 
structions. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,'  CC,  concur. 

Apfibmed. 


■Joseph  A.  Connoe  v.  Schbbinbb-Flack  Grain  Company. 

Filed  December  18,  1901.    No.  10,623. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

Appeal  and  Error:  No  Bill  or  Exceptions:  Instructions.  When  a 
case  is  brought  to  this  court  by  petition  In  error  and  there  Is  no 
bill  of  exceptions  In  the  record,  Instructions  given  by  the  trial 
court  that  might  have  been  proper  under  any  possible  condition 
of  the  evidence  under  the  pleadings  will  not  be  held  e: 
prejudicial. 
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Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Baker,  J.    Affirmed. 

Duffle  &  Van  Dusen,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  D.  itcHugh,  contra. 

Sedgwick,  G. 

In  this  action  the  plaintiff  alleged  in  its  petition  in 
the  district  court  that  it  made  with  the  defendant  a 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  defendant  of  a  quantity 
of  corn;  which  contract  was  afterwards  extended  and 
modified,  and  finally,  in  consideration  of  the  cancellation 
of  the  contract,  the  defendant  agreed  to  pay  the  plaintiff 
the  sum  of  f  625.  The  answer  of  the  defendant  is  in  sub- 
stance that  the  contract  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the 
corn  was  a  gambling  contract,  as  it  was  not  intended 
that  any  corn  should  be  delivered  under  it  but  merely 
that  margins  should  be  paid;  and  also  set  up  a  counter- 
claim for  sums  already  paid  thereon.  It  was  tried  with 
a  jury  and  verdict  for  plaintiff  and  brought  here  by 
defendant  upon  petition  in  error. 

There  is  no  bill  of  exceptions  in  the  record.  The  plain- 
tiff in  error  admits  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to 
warrant  the  jnry  in  finding  the  verdict  they  did;  and 
says  in  his  brief  that  it  does  not  complain  "that  any  one 
particular  instruction"  is  not  warranted  by  the  evidence. 
The  complaint  is,  that  the  instructions  gave  "undue 
prominence  to  one  feature  of  the  case,  and  that  this  un- 
duly influenced  the  jury,"  and  this  is  the  sole  question 
raised.  There  were  sixteen  several  instructions  given  by 
the  court  to  the  jury;  five  of  these  are  complained  of  as 
giving  undue  prominence  to  one  feature  of  the  case.  They 
are  too  lengthy  to  quote  here,  but  they  manifestly  come 
within  the  well  established  rule  of  this  court  that  all 
presumptions  are  in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  district  court.  And  when  a  case  is  pre- 
sented in  this  court  upon  the  transcript  alone  without  a 
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bill  of  exceptions,  instructions  given  to  the  trial  jury 
by  the  district  court  will  be  presumed  to  be  correct  unless 
they  misstate  the  law  and  contain  propositions  which 
could  not  be  held  correct  in  any  possible  case  made  by 
the  proof  under  the  pleadings.  Willis  v.  State,  27  Neb., 
98;  Oltmanns  p.  Findlay,  47  Neb.,  289.  And  we  cannot 
say  from  this  record  that  there  was  any  error  in  these 
instructions  which  was  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the 
plaintiff  in  error.  It  might  be  added  that  each  of  these 
instructions  appears  to  present  some  particular  phase  of 
the  case  which  may  or  may  not  have  been  covered  by  the 
evidence. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


William  L.  Matson  bt  al.,  appellees,  v.  A.  L.  Emerson, 

APPELLANT,   ET   AL. 

Filed  Decembeb  18,  1901.    No.  10,638. 

Commlaa loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.    Appeal  dismissed,. 

S.  B.  Pound  and  Rosvoe  Pound,  for  appellant 

J.  W.  Deweese,  F.  I.  Fosa  and  F.  E.  Bishop,  contra. 

Ames,  0. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  money  judgment  rendered  by 
the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county.  Pending  the 
appeal,  the  appellant  has  been  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  the 
judgment  appealed  from  has  been  proved  and  allowed 
against  his  estate  in  the  bankruptcy  court,  and  he  has 
been  discharged.  There  is,  therefore,  no  subject-matter 
for  litigation  before  this  court    If  there  was  such  a  sub- 
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ject-matter  a  necessary  party  to  the  disposition  of  it  is 
absent.  The  presence  of  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  would 
be  indispensable.  Knox  v.  Exchange  Bank,  12  Wall.  [U. 
8.],  at  page  381;  Herndon  v.  Howard,  9  Wall.  [U.  B.], 
664;  Jenkins  v.  Greenbaum,  95  III.,  11.  An  adjudication 
in  his  absence  would  not  be  obligatory  upon  him  and 
would  affect  no  pecuniary  right  or  interest  of  the  ap- 
pellant 
It  is  recommended  that  the  appeal  be  dismissed. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  CC.,  concur. 

Appeal  dismissed. 


Clabkson  Saw  Mill  Company  v.  A.  L.  Patrick. 

Piled  Dkcehbeb  18,  1901.    No.  10,669. 
Co  mm  1m  loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 


Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

Warren  Btcitzler,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Duffie  &  Van  Dusen,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

The  Clarkson  Saw  Mill  Company  commenced  this 
action  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county  against  A. 
L.  Patrick  to  recover  a  balance  alleged  to  be  due  upon 
an  accepted  draft  drawn  by  the  plaintiff  and  accepted' 
by  the  defendant  The  draft  was  for  the  sum  of  $035, 
upon  which  there  had  been  a  payment  of  {135. 

The  answer  admitted  the  acceptance  of  the  draft  and 
the  payment  of  $135  as  alleged  in  the  petition,  but  by 
way  of  defense  charged  that  on  October  23,  1891,  the 
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defendant  executed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  his 
promissory  note  for  $500,  due  three  years  after  date, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  upon  real  estate,  and  that  the 
,  same  were  accepted  by  the  plaintiff  in  full  satisfaction 
and  payment  of  the  debt  sued  upon.  The  reply  was  a 
general  denial.  The  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  defendant  upon  which  judgment  was  rendered,  to 
review  which  the  plaintiff  has  brought  the  case  to  this 
court  on  error. 

The  principal  error  complained  of  is  that  the  verdict 
is  not  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence  and  is  contrary 
to  law.  The  evidence  discloses  that  in  October,  1894,  the 
defendant  was  financially  embarrassed  and  unable  to  pay 
his  creditors,  some  of  whom  were  pressing  him  for  pay- 
ment of  their  claims.  On  October  23,  1894,  in  order  to 
avoid  threatened  litigation,  and  seemingly  prompted  by 
the  best  of  motives,  he  attempted  to  make  an  adjustment 
with  a  number  of  his  creditors,  by  executing  to  them 
notes  and  giving  security  and  thus  securing  for  himself 
an  extension  of  the  time  of  payment.  Among  others,  he 
executed  a  note  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  9500,  due 
and  payable  October  23,  1897,  secured  by  a  second  mort- 
gage upon  real  estate  situated  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  and 
delivered  the  same  to  Rich  &  Bears,  a  firm  of  attorneys 
who  had  other  claims  in  their  hands  against  the  defend- 
ant for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  security.  These  attor- 
neys notified  the  plaintiff  by  wire  that  their  claim  had 
l>een  secured  by  a  real  estate  mortgage  and  requested  the 
plaintiff  to  ratify  their  action.  The  plaintiff  replied  to 
this  communication  that  its  matters  were  wholly  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Cady  and  to  advise  with  him.  A  conference 
was  had  between  the  attorneys  and  Mr.  Oady  with  refer- 
ence to  the  security,  and  while  the  security  was  not  con- 
sidered sufficient  for  some  reason,  as  the  witness  ex- 
pressed it,  "the  matter  was  rather  left  hanging  in  the 
air  and  the  papers  left  in  my  possession." 

On  November  19, 1894,  Rich  &  Sears  sent  the  mortgage 
to  the  plaintiff  and  suggested  that  the  plaintiff  execute 
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a  release  to  Patrick,  and  also  made  the  suggestion  that 
if  it  continued  to  hold  the  mortgage  unreleased,  that 
Patrick  might  insist  that  the  note  and  mortgage  were 
accepted  in  payment  of  the  claim.  In  response  to  this 
letter  the  plaintiff  replied  as  follows:  "Your  favor  of 
the  19th  inclosing  mortgage  which  you  ask  us  to  re- 
lease received  and  both  have  been  referred  to  Mr.  H.  C. 
Cady  of  your  place  who  is  our  agent  in  the  matter.  Yon 
may  confer  with  him  and  see  what  he  cares  to  do  about 
executing  release."  The  record,  also  shows  that  some 
months  afterwards,  Oady  informed  the  defendant  that  he 
proposed  to  hold  the  mortgage  for  what  it  was  worth. 

While  the  testimony  offered  was  not  clear  and  direct 
that  the  plaintiff  had  accepted  the  note  in  full  settlement 
of  the  debt  represented  by  the  acceptance,  there  was,  in 
our  opinion,  sufficient  to  warrant  the  jury  in  so  finding. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatkick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quinoy  Railroad  Company, 
Lessee  of  the  Gband  Island  &  Wyoming  Central 
Railroad  Company,  appellee,  v.  Howard  Lomax, 
County  Treasurer  of  Custer  County,  appellant. 

Filed  Deckmbek  18,  1901.    No.  10,692. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Appeal  from    the   district  court   for   Custer  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  R.  Deem  and  L.  E.  Kirkpatrick,  for  appellant. 

/.  W.  Detceese,  F.  E.  Bishop,  Jno.  8.  Kirkpati-ick  and 
ff.  K.  Griggs,  contra. 

Ames.  C 

This  cause  was  submitted  on  briefs  without  oral  argu- 
ment    There  is  no  contention  in  the  briefs  concerning 
17 
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any  matter  touching  the  merits  of  the  controversy  that 
was  not  considered  and  disposed  of  in  Custer  County  v. 
Chicago,  B.  <£  Q.  R.  Co.,  62  Neb.,  <i57,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  341. 
Under  the  authority  of  that  decision  it  is  recommended 
that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Ddffib  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


David  S.  Gray  Err  al.,  appellees,  v.  Wilhblmina  Etjbich, 

APPELLANT,   IMPLEADED   WITH    HENRY   EURIOH   BIT   AL. 

Fma>  Decembeb  18,  1901.    No.  10,702. 

Commissioner's  Opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Judicial  Sales:   Objections  to  CoNFiRiuTioir •   Wheh  Made.    Objec- 

tions to  confirmation  of  a  sale  except  for  fraud  will  not  be  con- 
sidered where  they  go  to  the  appraisement  only  and  were  not 
raised  before  sale. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Confibmatioh  or  Sale:    Non-Pbejvdicial  Ob- 

jections. An  order  confirming  a  sale  will  not  be  reversed  for 
technical  Irregularities  which  could  not  have  been  prejudicial  to 
substantial  rights  of  any  of  the  parties. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Thayer  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.     Affirmed. 

M.  H.  Weiss  and  Frank  Irvine,  for  appellant. 

Ricliards  cG  Dins  more,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

The  principal  objection  to  the  sale  proceedings  ap- 
pealed from  in  this  case  is  not  available  on  appeal  for 
the  reason  that  it  goes  to  the  appraisement  and  was  not 
raised  before  sale.  An  ingenious  argument  has  been 
presented,  but  it  seems  clear  enough  that  the  alleged  fail- 
ure to  appraise  the  interest  of  all  the  defendants  having 
an  estate  in  the  lands  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the 
many  other  defects  in  appraisements  to  which  the  rule 
that  they  must  be  pointed  oat  by  objections  thereto  be- 
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fore  sale  has  been  applied.  Another  objection  raises  the 
same  question  as  that  considered,  and  passed  on  adversely' 
to  the  contention  of  appellants,  in  Tootle,  Lemon  &  Co. 
v.  Wiley,  1  Neb.  [Unof.],  711,  and  requires  no  further  com- 
ment Some  irregularities  in  the  notice  of  sale  are  also 
complained  of.  Thus,  the  notice  recites  that  the  land 
has  been  "levied"  upon  under  a  "judgment"  rendered 
before  a  judge  named.  Counsel  contend  that  the  words 
lery  and  judgment  indicate  an  execution  sale,  and  that 
the  naming  of  the  judge  indicates  an  order  made 
at  chambers.  But  the  notice  also  recites  that  the  "lery" 
mentioned  was  made  "by  virtue  of  an  order  of  sale." 
Under  our  Code  "judgment"  is  the  apt  word  in  proceed- 
ings of  an  equitable  nature  as  well  as  in  those  which  are 
strictly  legal.  The  recital  of  an  order  of  sale  must  have 
corrected  any  misapprehension  to  which  the  word  "levy" 
might  have  given  rise,  and  as  the  judgment  was  rendered 
"before"  the  judge  named,  not  "by"  him,  as  if  he  had 
acted  at  chambers,  we  fail  to  perceive  how  any  prejudice 
could  have  resulted  from  the  form  of  the  notice.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  the  form  used  is  not  to  be  recommended, 
and  that  more  care  in  drawing  it  would  not  have  been 
amiss.  But  an  order  confirming  a  sale  will  not  be  re- 
versed for  technical  irregularities  which  could  not  have 
been  prejudicial  to  substantial  rights  of  any  of  the 
parties. 

We   recommend    that   the   order   appealed    front    be 
affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CC.,  concur. 
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David  S.  Gray  etf  al.,  appellees,  t.  John  Naiman,  Jr., 

BT  AL.,  APPELLANTS. 

Filed  Decemhkb  18,  1901.    No.  10,703. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Judicial  Sales:    Objections  to  Confirmation:    When  Hade.     Ob- 

jections to  confirmation  of  &  Bale  will  not  be  considered  except 
for  fraud  where  they  go  to  the  appraisement  only  and  were  not 
raised  before  sale.    Gray  v.  Eurich,  ante,  page  194,  followed. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Cohtibicatton  of  Sale:    Non-Prejudicial  Ob- 

jections. An  order  confirming  a  sale  will  not  be  reversed  for 
technical  Irregularities  which  could  not  have  been  prejudicial  to 
substantial  rights  of  any  of  the  parties.  Gray  v.  Eurich,  ante, 
page  194,  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Thayer  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

M.  H.  Weiss  and  Frank  Irvine,  for  appellants. 

Richards  £  Din-smote,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  confirmation  of  a  judicial  sale. 
The  identical  objections  urged  against  the  regularity  of 
the  sale  are  determined  in  the  case  of  Qray  v.  Eurich, 
ante,  page  194,  and  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  that 
opinion,  we  recommend  that  the  order  appealed  from  be 
affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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A.  J.  Seaman,  appellee,  v.  A.  Atkinson  et  ax*,  Im- 
pleaded with  William  Robinson,  appellee,  and 
Elijah  B.  Nicholson,  appellant. 

Filed  December  18,  1901.    No.  10,729. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Order  Overruling  Motion.  When  the  defendant 
In  an  action  to  foreclose  a  tax  lien  flies  no  pleading  in  the  dis- 
trict court  except  a  motion  to  strike  plaintiff's  petition  from  the 
flies,  the  action  of  the  trial  court  In  overruling  such  motion  can 
not  bo  reviewed  on  appeal. 

Appeal,  from  the  district  court  for  Sarpy  county. 
Tried  below  before  Kbysob,  J.     Affirmed. 

Lefler  rf  Winters,  for  appellant 

C.  L.  Hover,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  an  action  to  foreclose  certain  tax  liens.  There 
were  a  number  of  defendants  to  the  action  in  the  court 
below.  There  was  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  and  but 
one  of  the  defendants,  Elijah  B.  Nicholson,  has  brought 
the  case  here  for  review  on  appeal.  The  only  pleading 
filed  by  appellant,  Nicholson,  in  the  court  below,  was  a 
motion  to  strike  plaintiff's  amended  petition  from  the 
files.  This  motion  was  overruled  and  the  appellant  filed 
no  further  pleading.  This  record  then  brings  no  issue 
Wore  us  which  was  tendered  in  the  trial  court  that  can 
be  reviewed  on  appeal  and  the  petition  shows  on  its 
face  a  good  cause  of  action. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Bbdgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 
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Union  Ins.  Co.  v.  McCullough. 

The  Union  Insurance  Company  op  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 

v.  Eliza  McCullough. 

Filed  December  18,  1901.    No.  10,732. 

Commissioner 'a  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

1.  Bight  of  Person  Signing  Application  With  Iniured  to  Interest  la 

Policy.  The  fact  that  the  husband  of  a  married  woman  signs 
with  her  an  application  for  insurance  on  her  separate  property, 
does  not  invest  him  with  any  right  or  interest  In  the  policy  Issued 
on  such  application,  and  tn  which  the  woman  alone  is  named  as 
the  insured. 

2.  Insurance:    "Vacancy"  Clause:    Change  of  Tenants.     Where,  In 

an  application  for  Insurance,  the  premises  are  described  as  in 
possession  of  a  tenant,  a  provision  in  the  policy  that  it  should 
become  void  if  the  premises  became  vacant  or  unoccupied  la  not 
violated  by  such  a  vacancy  as  Is  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 
tenant  in  possession  to  allow  the  entry  of  another  tenant. 

3.  Insurance:   When  Burning  by  Third  Party  Nor  a  Defense.    That 

an  Insured  building  was  burned  by  a  third  party  is  no  defense  to 
an  action  on  the  policy,  in  the  absence  of  a  showing  that  the 
party  Insured  was  privy  to  such  burning. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 

Earner  &  Earner,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

On  the  theory  that  the  husband  of  the  insured  was 
the  agent  of  his  wife  and  for  that  reason  the  insured  was 
responsible  for  and  particeps  criminis  in  the  acts  of  her 
agent  and  could  not  recover  on  the  policy,  the  plaintiff  in 
error  cited  the  following  eases :  Wilson  v.  Beardsley,  20 
Neb.,  449 ;  Obeme  v.  Burke,  30  Neb.,  581 ;  Creighton  v.  Fin- 
layson,  46  Neb.,  457;  Brown  v.  Eno,  48  Neb.,  538;  McKeig- 
fum  v.  Hopkins,  19  Neb.,  33 ;  Joslin  v.  Miller,  14  Neb.,  91 ; 
Klicell  v.  ChomberUn-,  31  N.  Y.,  611;  National  Exchange 
Co,  v.  Drew,  32  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.,  1 ;  New  England  Mortgage 
Security  Co.  v.  Eendrickson,  13  Neb.,  575 ;  First  National 
Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids  v.  Erickson,  20  Neb.,  580 ;  Cogswell 
v.  Griffith,  23  Neb.,  334 ;  2  Pomeroy,  Equity,  section  1053 ; 
Hammond  v.  I'ennock,  61  N.  Y.,  145;   Bingham  v.  Bmg~ 
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ham,  1  Ves.  Sr.  [Eng.],  126;  Fulton  v.  Whitney,  5  Hud. 
[N.  T.],  16. 

H.  M.  Sinclair  and  Geo.  C.  Gillan,  contra. 

When  property  is  vacated  by  one  tenant  and  another 
is  about  to  move  in  at  the  time  of  the  fire  the  vacancy 
is  not  snch  a  one  as  will  permit  the  defendant  to  avoid 
the  policy.  Liverpool  &  London  &  Olohe  Insurance  Co.  v. 
Buckstajf,  38  Neb.,  146 ;  German,  Insurance  Co.  of  Free- 
port  v.  Davis,  40  Neb.,  700;  Springfield  Fire  &  Marine 
Ins.  Co.  v.  McLimans,  28  Neb.,  846;  Hotchkiss  v.  Phcenix 
Ins.  Co.,  76  Wis.,  269;  Whitney  v.  Black  River  Ins.  Co., 
72  N.  T.,  118;  Stupetzki  v.  Trans-Atlantic  Fire  Ins.  Co., 
43  Mich.,  373. 

Conceding  for  the  moment  that  the  husband  did  set 
fire  to  these  buildings,  this  act  of  the  husband  would  not 
destroy  the  right  of  the  wife  to  enforce  the  policy. 
Feibelman  v.  Manchester  Fire  Assurance  Co.,  108  Ala., 
180, 19  So.  Rep.,  540 ;  Plinsky  v.  Germania  F.  &  M.  Ins.  Co., 
32  Fed.  Rep.,  47;  Perry  v.  Mechanics  Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  11 
Fed.  Rep.,  485;  Midland  Ins.  Co.  v.  Smith,  6  Q.  B.  Div., 
561;  Westchester  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Foster,  90  111.,  121; 
Walker  v.  Phcenix  Ins.  Co.,  62  Mo.  App.,  209;  Hender- 
son v.  Western  Marine  and  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  10  Rob.  [La.], 
164,  43  Am.  Dec.,  176;  Karoxo  v.  Continental  Ins.  Co., 
57  Wis.,  56,  46  Am.  Rep.,  17;  Hartford  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Williams,  63  Fed.  Rep.,  925. 

DtJFFIB,  C. 

May  22,  1897,  the  plaintiff  in  error  issued  to  Eliza 
McCallough,  the  defendant  in  error,  a  membership  certi- 
ficate insuring  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  lightning, 
cyclones,  tornadoes  and  windstorms,  to  the  amount  of 
{1,700  for  the  term  of  five  years,  certain  farm  buildings 
in  the  comity  of  Dawson.  March  4,  1898,  certain  of  the 
buildings  insured  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  this  action 
was  commenced  to  recover  for  the  loss.  Among  other  mat- 
ters alleged  in  the  answer  filed  by  the  company,  was  one 
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to  the  effect  that  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  the  buildings 
were  vacant,  in  violation  of  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
the  policy,  and  it  was  further  alleged  that  the  application 
for  the  insurance  was  signed  by  Eliza  McOullongh  and 
Hugh  McCullough,  her  husband,  and  that  any  loss  that 
might  arise  would  go  to  their  joint  benefit;  that  Hugh 
McCullough,  the  husband,  set  fire  to  the  buildings  and 
caused  them  to  be  burned.  A  verdict  was  returned  for 
the  plaintiff,  judgment  in  her  favor  entered  thereon,  and 
the  defendant  company  has  brought  the  record  here  for 
review. 

It  would  be  useless  to  spend  any  time  in  a  discussion 
of  the  defense  attempted  by  the  company  to  the  effect 
that  the  plaintiff  and  her  husband  joined  in  the  applica- 
tion for  insurance;  that  the  loss,  if  paid,  would  go  to 
their  joint  benefit,  and  that  the  fire  was  caused  by  the 
husband.  It  is  not  disputed  that  the  legal  title  to  the 
property  insured  stood  in  the  name  of  Eliza  McCullough, 
and  that  the  hnsband  had  no  interest  therein,  save  such 
as  the  law  gives  to  the  husband  in  the  property  of  his 
wife.  The  contract  of  insurance  was  with  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cullough alone.  There  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  Mrs. 
McCullough  knew  anything  of  the  alleged  acts  of  her 
husband  in  causing  the  fire,  if  he  did  cause  it,  and  law, 
reason  and  justice  all  combine  in  declaring  that  her 
rights  should  not  be  afFected  by  his  wrongful  acts,  of 
which  she  had  no  knowledge. 

Complaint  is  made  that  the  court  erred  in  its  statement 
of  the  issues  to  the  jury.  In  its  fifth  instruction  it  said 
to  the  jury :  "The  loss  as  pleaded  in  the  petition  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  defendant  company,  and  the  amount  of 
insurance  upon  the  buildings  destroyed  as  claimed  in  the 
petition  Is  also  admitted.  So  that  the  only  issue  in  the 
case  for  you  to  determine,  is  whether  or  not  the  premises 
were  vacant  at  the  time  of  the  loss."  It  is  said  that  this 
is  misleading,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  dispute  that 
the  buildings  were  actually  vacant  at  the  time  of  the 
fire,  and  the  plaintiff  in  her  reply  for  the  purpose  of 
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avoiding  that  defense,  had  set  up  an  adjustment  of  the 
loss  by  the  general  manager  of  the  company,  who  at 
the  time  of  making  such  adjustment  had  notice  that  the 
buildings  were  vacant.  The  plaintiff  did  not  occupy  the 
premises  herself,  and  at  the  time  the  policy  was  issued 
to  her,  they  were  in  possession  of  one  Radcliff  as  her 
tenant.  A  day,  or  perhaps  two  days  prior  to  the  fire, 
he  had  moved  out,  and  one  Briner,  to  whom  plaintiff  had 
rented  the  premises  for  that  year,  was  about  to  take 
possession  and  had,  in  fact,  moved  some  of  his  property 
to  the  premises.  Relating  to  this  condition  of  affairs, 
the  court  in  its  sixth  instruction  said:  "The  plaintiff 
in  her  application  for  insurance  declared;  to  the  company 
that  the  premises  were  occupied  by  her  tenant,  and  the 
company  knowing  that  this  was  the  nature  of  the  pos- 
session were  bound  to  know  that  this  tenancy  was  likely 
to  change,  and  in  this  case  if  you  find  from  the  evidence 
that  the  vacancy  at  the  time  of  the  fire  was  the  result  of, 
or  existed  only  because  of  a  change  of  tenants,  and  the 
period  of  time  during  which  the  house  had  not  bees  oc- 
cupied by  either  of  the  families,  was  not  an  unreasonable 
period  under  the  circumstances,  and  that  the  incoming 
tenant  had,  before  the  loss,  moved  his  farm  implements, 
grain,  feed  and  farm  animals  on  to  the  premises  where  he 
was  caring  for  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  loss,  and  if  he 
contemplated  moving  into  the  house  with  his  family,  then 
such  vacancy  was  only  temporary,  and  was  not  such  a 
vacancy  as  to  make  the  policy  void,  and  you  should  find 
for  the  plaintiff."  This  instruction  was  warranted  by  the 
evidence  in  the  case  and  announced  a  correct  rule  of  law. 
fn  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Insurance  Company 
v.  BucUstaff,  38  Neb.,  146,  it  was  said  that:  "A  policy 
of  insurance  provided  that  it  should  be  void  if  the 
premises  became  vacant  or  unoccupied  without  the  writ- 
ten consent  of  the  company  should  be  indorsed.  The 
tenant  occupying  the  insured  building  partially  moved 
out  the  day  before  the  fire,  leaving  in  the  building  a  por- 
tion of  his  furniture.    Held,  That  the  premises  were  not 
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vacant  or  unoccupied  within  the  meaning  of  the  policy."  In 
that  case  the  court  quoted  with  approval  from  Hotchkiss 
v.  Pharnix  Insurance  Company,  76  Wis.,  269,  as  follows: 
"Under  certain  circumstances  premises  may  be  vacant 
or  unoccupied,  when  under  other  circumstances  premises 
in  like  situation  may  not  be  so  within  the  meaning  of 
that  term  in  insurance  policies.  Thus,  if  one  insures  his 
dwelling  house,  described  in  the  policy  as  occupied  by 
himself  as  his  residence,  and  moves  out  of  it,  leaving  no 
person  in  the  occupation  thereof,  it  thereby  becomes 
vacant  or  unoccupied.  But  if  he  insure  it  as  a  tenement 
house,  or  as  occupied  by  a  tenant,  it  may  fairly  be  pre- 
sumed, nothing  appearing  to  the  contrary,  that  the  parties 
to  the  contract  of  insurance  contemplated  that  the  tenant 
was  liable  to  leave  the  premises,  and  that  more  or  less 
time  might  elapse  before  the  owner  could  procure  an- 
other tenant  to  occupy  them,  and  hence  that  the  parties 
did  not  understand  that  the  house  should  be  considered 
vacant  and  the  policy  forfeited  or  suspended,  according 
to  its  terms,  immediately  upon  the  tenant's  leaving  it. 
This  distinction  is  made  in  some  of  the  cases;  in  Lock- 
wood  v.  Middlesex  Mutual  Assurance  Co.,  47  Conn.,  at 
page  561 ;  Whitney  v.  Black  River  Insurance  Co.,  9  Hun 
[N.  T.],  37;  1  Wood,  Insurance  [2d  ed.],  section  91,  pp. 
208-210,  and  cases  cited."  In  this  view  of  the  case,  we  do 
not  think  that  there  was  any  error  on  the  part  of  the 
court  in  stating  to  the  jury  that  the  issue  they  were  to 
try  was  whether  the  premises  were  vacant  or  not 

Complaint  is  also  made  of  the  allowance  of  an  attor- 
ney's fee  under  the  provisions  of  section  45,  chapter  43 
of  the  Compiled  Statutes,  and  we  are  asked  to  again 
examine  the  statute  and  to  declare  it  unconstitutional. 
This  identical  question  has  been  presented  to  the  court 
and  determined  against  the  contention  of  the  plaintiff 
in  error  in  the  following  cases :  Hanover  Fire  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Grustin,  40  Neb.,  828;  Insurance  Co.  of  North  America 
v.  Bachler,  44  Neb.,  549;  Lancashire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Bush,  60 
Neb.,  116;    and  we  do  not  believe  a  further  discussion 
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of  the  question  would  either  serve  to  interest  the  pro- 
fession or  to  give  any  additional  light  upon  the  subject 
We  are  content  with  the  former  decisions  of  this  court, 
and  the  holding  that  no  constitutional  provision  is  vio- 
lated in  a  classification  of  subjects  for  legislative  action. 
We  are  unable  to  discover  any  reversible  error  in  the 
record,  and  therefore  recommend  the  affirmance  of  the 
judgment 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Affibmed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 


Thb  Union  Insurance  Company  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
v.  Eliza  McCullough. 

Fn*D  Jdlt  22,  1903.    No.  10,733. 

Com  laissi  oner's   opinion.     Department  No.   3. 

Rehearing-  of  case  reported  ante,  page  198. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.  Former  opinion,  ad- 
hered to. 

Earner  &  Homer,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Geo.  G.  Gilian  and  E.  M.  Sinclair,  contra. 

Duffie,  C. 

A  rehearing  waa  granted  in  this  case  on  motion  of  the 
plaintiff  in  error  and  the  case  haB  been  again  argued  and 
additional  briefs  filed.  A  careful  re-examination  and 
consideration  of  the  case  convinces  us  that  there  was  no 
wror  in  the  judgment  entered  or  in  the  proceedings  lead- 
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ing  up  thereto.    We  think  that  the  former  opinion  Bhonld 
be  adhered  to  and  so  recommend. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concnr. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  affirmed. 

Affirmed. 

Note. — September  22,  1902,  a  writ  of  error  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  Stated  was  allowed  the  plaintiff  in  error  In  the  above  re- 
ported cause,  the  record  showing  that  tbe  constitutional Ity  of  section 
3,  chapter  48  of  the  Laws  of  Nebraska  of  1889,  section  45,  chapter  43 
of  the  Compiled  Statutes,  wss  drawn  in  question.  The  plaintiff  in 
error  claims  that  said  statute  violates  the  14th  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  which  provides  that  no  state  shall  "deny 
to  any  person  within  Its  Jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws." 


Thb  City  of  Lincoln  v.  Annis  Miller  Mats,  Adminis- 
tratrix of  thb  Estate  of  Nehemiah  P.  Milled, 
Deceased. 

Film  December  18,  1901.    No.  10,737. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1, 
1.  Notice  of  Injury  on  Sidewalk:    Description   of  Location.     Notice 
that  an  injury  occurred  on  the  sidewalk  along  the  east  side  of 
block  64,  between  two  named  streets.  Is,  in  the  absence  of  any 
demand  for  more  definite  location,  a  sufficient  location  of  the 
place  in  a  notice  to  the  city  under  section  36,  article  1  of  chapter 
13a,  Compiled  Statutes,  1897. 
'  2.  Presumption  of  Notice  From  Condition  of  Walk:    Submission  to 
Jokt.    Evidence  heJfi  sufficient  to  warrant  submission  to  the  Jury 
of  question  whether  the  defects  in  the  sidewalk  were  so  obvious 
and  of  so  long  continuance  as  to  warrant  presumption  of  notice. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    Inbthuctionb:    Question  Submitted.     Instruc- 

tions as  a  whole  held  to  properly  submit  this  question. 

4.  Instruction  on  Notice.     Instruction   that   notice   to   "any  of  the 

municipal  authorities"  was  sufficient,  and  not  prejudicial,  where 
no  evidence  was  introduced  or  tendered  of  notice  to  any  but  the 
street  commissioner  and  the  sidewalk  Inspector,  and  Jury  were 
cautioned  to  find  no  notice  except  as  shown  by  the  evidence. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Affirmed. 
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J'.  R.  Webtter,  John  P.  Maule  and  D.  J.  Flaherty,  for 
plaintiff  in  error. 

Strode  &  Strode,  contra. 

Hastings,  O. 

Action  to  recover  for  injuries  sustained  by  a  fall  upon 
a  sidewalk.  From  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  plaintiff, 
the  defendant,  city  of  Lincoln,  brings  error,  and  com- 
plains, first,  that  the  necessary  claim  under  section  36, 
of  the  city  charter,  was  never  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
city  clerk;  second,  that  the  court  erred  in  instructing  the 
jury  that  if  the  defect  in  the  walk  had  existed  such 
length  of  time  that  the  city  in  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care  might  have  had  notice  of  it,  notice  should  be  pre- 
sumed. It  is  further  claimed  that  the  court  erred  in  as- 
suming in  its  instructions  and  telling  the  jury  that  notice 
to  "any  of  the  municipal  authorities"  was  sufficient. 

The  last  clause  of  the  section  of  the  city  charter  in 
question  is  as  follows:  "To  maintain  an  action  against 
said  city  for  any  unliquidated  claim  it  shall  be  necessary 
that  the  party  file  in  the  office  of  the  city  clerk  within 
three  months  from  the  time  such  right  of  action  accrued, 
a  statement,  giving  full  name  and  time,  place,  nature, 
circumstance,  and  cause  of  the  injury  or  damage  com- 
plained of."  This  provision  of  the  charter  is  held  in  City 
of  Lincoln  v.  Grant,  38  Neb.,  369,  to  be  in  the  nature  of 
a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  to  prosecute  an  action 
for  damages,  and  statement  of  compliance  with  it  neces- 
sary to  show  a  cause  of  action.  In  this  case,  it  was  sought 
to  be  complied  with  by  means  of  the  following  notice: 

"To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  City  of 
Lincoln : 

"The  city  of  Lincoln,  To  Nehemiah  P.  Miller,  Dr. 
|6,000.  Neheiniali  P.  Miller,  claimant  herein,  repre- 
sents unto  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Council  of  the  city 
of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  that  on  or  about  the  7th  day  of 
Hay,  1897,  claimant,  while  exercising  all  reasonable  care 
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and  caution,  and  without  fault  on  his  part,  fell  on  the 
sidewalk  in  the  city  of  Lincoln,  on  the  east  side  of  9th 
street,  between  N  and  O  streets,  being  on  the  west  side 
of  block  54,  and  received  severe  and  dangerous  injuries 
to  his  right  arm  and  shoulder  and  right  side;  that  the 
sidewalk  at  the  place  where  claimant  fell  and  received 
injuries  was  in  an  unsafe  and  dangerous  condition. 
Claimant  says  that  he  has  suffered  injury  by  reason  of 
said  injuries  so  received  in  the  amount  of  f5,000,  and 
hereby  presents  his  claim  against  the  city  of  Lincoln  and 
asks  that  it  be  allowed." 

Plaintiff  claims  that  this  was  amply  sufficient  so  far 
as  the  place  ia  concerned  under  the  decisions  of  this  court 
City  of  Lincoln  v.  O'Brien,  56  Neb.,  761,  and  City  of 
Lincoln  v.  Pimcr,  59  Neb.,  634,  81  N.  W.  Rep.,  846.  In 
the  former  case,  there  is  an  extensive  review  of  the  de- 
cisions of  other  states  in  reference  to  the  precision  re- 
quired in  such  a  notice,  and  in  that  case  the  conclusion 
was  reached  that  an  allegation  that  the  injury  occurred 
by  stepping  in  a  hole  in  the  sidewalk  on  the  north  side 
of  Q  street  between  18th  and  20th  streets,  was  sufficiently 
definite  since  it  nowhere  appeared  in  the  evidence  that 
there  was  more  than  one  hole  along  such  sidewalk.  In 
the  latter  case,  a  statement  that  the  accident  occurred 
"in  front  of  lot  13,  in  block  45,  on  P  street,  in  the  city  of 
Lincoln,  near  the  west  side  of  what  is  commonly  known  as 
the  'Carr  Block,'  "  was  held  sufficient,  notwithstanding  an 
error  in  the  number  of  the  block,  which  should  have  been 
34,  instead  of  45.  It  is  stated  that  the  rule  of  construc- 
tion to  be  deduced  from  the  adjudged  cases  is  that  "if 
the  description  given  and  the  inquiries  suggested  by  it 
will  enable  the  agents  and  servants  of  the  city  to  find 
the  place  where  the  accident  occurred,  there  is  a  sub- 
stantial compliance  with  the  law."  In  that  case  the 
"Carr  Block"  was  a  well  known  building  in  the  city  of 
Lincoln.  Proof  of  this  notice  now  under  consideration 
was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  the  names  of  no  wit- 
nesses were  indorsed,  and  that  it  did  not  give  the  place 
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of  the  injury  with  certainty.  It  is  not  now  urged  that 
the  names  of  witnesses  are  necessary,  and  the  only  objec- 
tion which  can  be  considered  is  that  it  does  not  with 
sufficient  deftniteness  describe  the  place  of  the  injury. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  notice  when  applied  to  the  evi- 
dence  that  renders  it  more  definite.  It  appears  that  be- 
tween the  alley  running  east  and  west  through  block 
54  and  N  street  on  the  south  there  are  six  lots  abutting 
upon  9th  street,  according  to  the  subdivisions  of  the  city 
plat.  North  of  the  alley  there  is  but  a  single  one  extend- 
ing one  hundred  and  forty-two  feet  to  O  street.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  evidence  that  the  plaintiff's  fall  was  north 
of  the  alley.  It  appears  that  all  along  this  walk  there 
were  loose  planks.  The  question  presented  by  this  ob- 
jection is  simply  and  wholly  whether  the  complaint  that 
he  was  hurt  along  the  east  side  of  this  three  hundred 
foot  block  is  definite  enough  to  comply  with  the  charter, 
It  is  to  be  said  that  neither  of  the  cases  from  this  court, 
cited  by  plaintiff  as  conclusive,  go  as  far  as  we  are  asked 
to  go  in  this  instance.  In  the  O'Brien  case  the  position 
of  the  hole  served  as  a  definite  location  and  in  the  Pirner 
case  the  west  side  of  the  "Carr  Block."  The  decision  in 
each  of  those  cases  is  simply  that  a  statement  by  the  use 
of  which  the  officer  could,  by  making  suitable  inquiries, 
locate  the  precise  spot  of  the  accident  is  sufficiently 
definite,  and  the  meaning  is  that  in  these  descriptions, 
as  in  others,  inquiries  must  be  such  as  the  terms  of  the 
notice  itself  suggest  and  for  which  it  famishes  the  start- 
ing point  We  are,  however,  cited  to  the  case  of  *Wheeler 
v.  City  of  Detroit,  86  Jtf,  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  822.  That 
case  holds  that  a  description  similar  to  this,  but  more 
indefinite,  that  is,  a  walk  on  the  east  side  of  15th  street 
between  two  others  is  sufficient,  on  the  ground  that  the 
court  probably  took  judicial  notice  that  there  was  only 
,  one  block  intervening  between  the  two  streets,  and  a 
description  locating  the  accident  along  one  particular 
block  should  be  held  sufficient,  as  the  council  did  not  ask 
for  more  specific  information,  but  acted  on  the  claim 
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without  objection  upon  that  ground.  Such  is,  also,  the 
condition  in  this  case,  with  the  advantage  in  favor  of 
this  description,  that  we  have  the  positive  statement  that 
only  one  side  of  a  single  block  is  included.  Doubtless 
it  would  have  been  competent  for  the  city  council  to  call 
for  more  exact  information,  and  their  standing  to  com- 
plain would  be  much  stronger  had  this  been  done .  and 
plaintiff  had  refused  it  If  this  provision  of  the  charter 
is  to  have,  as  ia  suggested  in  City  of  Lincoln  v.  Pirner,  a 
liberal  interpretation,  this  description  should  probably 
be  held  sufficient  in  the  absence  of  any  call  for  a  more 
definite  one. 

It  is  argued  that  there  is  error  in  the  instruction  of 
the  court,  No.  3,  that  the  jury  might  find  the  city  had 
notice  if  they  found  that  the  walk  had  remained  in  a 
defective  and  dangerous  condition  for  such  length  of  time 
that  the  city  in  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  might 
have  had  notice  of  it,  and  in  No.  7,  where  the  jury  were 
told  that  notice  would  be  presumed,  if  they  found  and 
believed  from  the  evidence  that  the  sidewalk  in  contro- 
versy remained  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  in  so 
defective  a  condition  that  it  was  unsafe  to  travel  over.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  defect  in  the  walk,  if  any,  was  latent; 
that  it  was  apparently  sound  and  strong;  that  plaintiff 
was  injured  by  a  plank  coming  loose  when  stepped  upon 
by  another  person,  and  that  the  presumption  of  notice 
only  arises  when  the  defect  causing  the  injury  is  an  ob- 
vious one  Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  Bay  that  the  proof 
of  actual  notice  of  the  defect  in  the  walk  is  so  complete 
that  this  instruction  in  any  event  could  not  have  been 
prejudicial.  A  somewhat  careful  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence does  not  disclose  this.  There  is  considerable  con- 
flict in  the  testimony  with  regard  to  both  the  actual  and 
apparent  condition  of  the  walk.  There  is  testimony  that 
the  walk  had  been  examined  and  repairs  ordered  and 
made  from  time  to  time,  but  it  cannot  be  claimed  that* 
there  was  undisputed  evidence  of  actual  notice  of  the 
particular  defect  which  caused  this  injury,  and  the  court 
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in  giving  this  instruction  No.  3  and  again  substantially  in 
Xoa.  6  and  7,  evidently  regarded  the  doctrine  of  presump- 
tive notice  as  being  it-portant  in  this  case  The  outer 
half  of  the  walk  seems  to  have  been  condemned  shortly 
after  the  injury  for  the  reason  that  there  were  no  sleepers 
under  the  planks,  that  they  were  simply  laid  down  loosely 
npon  the  ground.  The  evidence,  however,  is  conflicting 
as  to  whether  the  walk  was  visibly  defective,  one,  at 
least,  of  defendant's  witnesses  testifying  that  the  walk 
did  not  look  as  if  it  was  "exactly  fit  to  walk  upon."  The 
evidence  warranted  the  submission  to  the  jury  of  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  the  walks  were  in  such  a 
defective  condition  that  the  defendant  and  its  officers 
were  bound  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  in  the  8th  instruction 
the  jury  were  told  that  if  the  defects  were  not  observable 
and  by  the  use  of  ordinary  care  would  not  have  been  ob- 
served and  no  actual  notice  given  to  defendant's  officers, 
there  could  be  no  recovery. 

The  objection  to  instruction  No.  8  does  not  seem  to  be 
well  taken,  because  it  could  hardly  have  been  prejudicial. 
No  attempt  was  made  to  prove  notice  or  knowledge  on 
the  part  of  any  other  officers  than  the  street  commissioner 
and  sidewalk  inspector.  Doubtless  the  language  of  the 
instruction  is  too  broad  in  allowing  notice  to  "any  of  the 
municipal  authorities"  or  "other  officers  of  defendant, 
city."  But  as  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  prove  notice 
apon  any  but  the  proper  officers,  and  the  jury  was  abun- 
dantly cautioned  not  to  find  such  notice  unless  the  evidence 
showed  it  had  been  given,  it  is  not  thought  that  the  in- 
structions, taken  as  a  whole,  could  have  misled  the  jury 
to  defendant's  prejudice. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kibkpatrick,  CC,  concur. 

Afpibmed. 
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Winside  State  Bank  v.  Tom  Lodnd. 

Filed  Dbcimbeb  18,  1901.  No.   10,740, 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  8. 

Proof  of  Property  of  Debtor;  Instbootion  Aa  to  Exemption.  When 
the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  a  person  who  Is  the  head  of  a 
family  Is  sought  to  be  ascertained  by  proof  of  the  amount  of  his 
property  and  Indebtedness,  It  Is  error  to  refuse  to  instruct  the 
Jury,  that  for  the  purposes  of  the  inquiry  the  fact  that  a  portion 
of  bis  property  Is  exempt  should  be  taken  into  account  by  the 
Jury. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Wayne  county.  Tried 
below  before  Robinson,  J.     Reversed. 

Quick  &  Carter  and  A.  A.  Welch,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Frank  Fuller  and  Karnes  &  Tyler,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  a  petition  in  error  to  review  a  judgment  rendered 
upon  a  second  trial,  in  an  action  which  was  formerly  be- 
fore this  court,  and  is  reported  in  52  Neb.,  469.  The 
plaintiff  in  error  suffered  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  jury 
in  both  trials.  Upon  the  second  trial,  all  the  issues  of  fact 
were  determined  by  the  verdict  from  the  consideration  of 
conflicting  evidence,  and  will  therefore  not  be  reviewed 
except  to  ascertain  whether  the  court  committed  an  error 
of  law  in  submitting  them  to  the  jury.  One  of  the  matters 
in  controversy  at  the  trial,  was  the  value  of  certain  notes 
executed  by  one  McKinsey,  a  farmer  and  head  of  a  family 
living  in  the  neighborhood.  They  cannot  be  said  to  have 
had  any  market  value,  and  the  parties  were  driven  to  an 
inquiry  concerning  the  pecuniary  responsibility  of  the 
maker,  which  involved,  of  course,  the  ascertainment  as 
far  as  possible,  both  of  the  amount,  character  and  value 
of  his  property  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  indebt- 
edness. A  large  amonnt  of  evidence  concerning  these 
matters  was  offered  by  the  respective  parties  and  ad- 
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mitted.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  the  plaintiff  in 
error  asked  to  have  the  jury  instructed  what  were  the 
descriptions  and  extent  in  value  of  the  property  proved 
to  belong  to  McKinsey,  which  were  exempt  from  levy  and 
sale  upon  execution,  for  the  purposes  of  consideration  in 
arriving  at  the  extent  of  his  pecuniary  responsibility  and 
the  value  of  the  obligations  in  suit. 

If  McKinsey  had  been  a  man  of  large  means  or  of 
established  financial  credit  in  the  community,  this  inquiry 
would  not,  perhaps,  have  been  important,  but  the  evidence 
shows  that  he  was,  at  the  time,  a  person  of  very  meager 
fortune,  so  that  the  jury  might  have  found,  had  the  ques- 
tion been  put  to  them,  that  he  owned  little,  if  anything, 
not  exempt  from  seizure.  In  response  to  tins  view  it  is 
suggested,  that  on  account  of  some  peculiar  relation  be- 
tween the  defendant  in  error  and  McKinsey,  the  notes 
may  have  had  some  especial  value  to  the  former,  irrespect- 
ive of  the  financial  responsibility  of  the  maker.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  determine  whether  such  fact,  if  it  existed, 
mold  have  affected  the  liability  of  the  plaintiff  in  error. 
No  such  matter  is  pleaded,  or  was  attempted  to  be  proved, 
and  it  is,  therefore,  not  worth  while  to  speculate  about  it. 
It  is  also  urged  that  the  inquiry  was  immaterial,  because 
McKinsey,  in  case  of  judgment  being  rendered  against 
him  upon  the  notes,  might  have  waived  his  rights  of 
exemption,  but  we  think  that  the  probability  of  his  so 
doing  is  too  slight  for  consideration.  It  appears  to  us, 
that  under  the  circumstances,  the  court  erred  in  refusing 
the  instruction  requested. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Duvfib  and  Albebt,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  hem  an  wed.  . 
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Fbed  O.  Rosso  v.  Milwaukee  Habvester  Company. 

Filed  Deckmbkb  18,  1901.    No.  10,7*6. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

1-  Appeal  and  Error:  Evidence:  SuFncrasci.  Evidence  examined, 
and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  the  findings  of  the  trial  court. 

'£.  Appeal  and  Error:  Judomkbt  Sustained  bt  Evidence  txo  FmntNus: 
Ebboneous  Conclusion  or  Law.  Where  the  evidence  sustains  toe 
findings,  and  the  findings  sustain  a  formal  Judgment  rendered 
thereon,  such  Judgment  will  not  be  reversed  because  of  an  er- 
roneous conclusion  of  law  deducted  from  the  findings  of  fact,  such 
conclusion  being  merely  an   expression  of  opinion  by  the  trial 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Buffalo  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

Dryden  &  Mam,  for  plaintiff  In  error. 

F.  M.  Eallotoell  and  B.  M.  Sinclair,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

In  1894,  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  buy  a  binder  of  the 
defendant  on  condition  that  it  would  do  good  work.  With 
that  understanding  the  binder  was  delivered  to  him.  After 
the  harvest  of  that  season  was  over,  when  called  upon  to 
settle  for  the  machine  he  expressed  some  dissatisfaction 
with  its  work.  Some  negotiations  followed,  which  re- 
sulted in  a  reduction  of  $5  on  the  price  of  the  machine,  and 
the  execution  of  a  contract  in  writing  between  the  parties, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"Kbabnet,  Neb.,  Aug.  4, 1894. 

"This  is  to  certify  that  1  have  agreed  with  Fred  Rosso  of 
Prairie  Center,  that  the  Milwaukee  binder  settled  for  this 
date  does  not  do  good  work  so  far  as  the  cutting  of  the 
grain,  it  did  not  cut  the  grain  clean  and  I  have  agreed  to 
make  it  do  first  class  work  in  the  season  of  1895,  and  if  it 
cannot  be  made  to  do  good  work  a  new  binder  will  be  given 
in  place  of  it  or  the  last  two  notes  returned. 

"Milwaukee  Habvestbb  Co., 

By  C.  D.  Aybes,  Agt." 
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This  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  recover  for 
an  alleged  breach  of  said  contract  The  court,  to  which 
the  cause  was  tried,  made  the  following  findings  of  fact : 
"The  court  finds,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  only 
trouble  the  plaintiff  had  with  the  machine,  and  which 
the  machine  failed  to  work  during  the  first  year,  or  1894, 
was  that  it  didn't  leave  smooth  stubble  and  dragged  down 
the  grain  to  some  extent  and  left  a  small  part  of  the  grain 
uncut;  that  in  every  other  respect,  the  machine  worked 
perfectly  the  first  year.  That  at  the  time  the  settlement 
was  made,  on  August  4,  1894,  and  the  notes  given,  that 
this  was  the  only  thing  concerning  which  the  plaintiff 
made. any  complaint  or  found  fanlt  with,  and  at  that  time 
he  made  no  complaint  or  found  any  fault  that  the  machine 
did.  not  bind  well,  or  that  it  clogged  up  or  something 
caught  and  stopped  it. 

"That  because  of  this  difficulty  in  not  cutting  the  grain 
clean,  the  defendant  in  making  settlement  with  plaintiff, 
threw  off  the  sum  of  five  dollars  and  entered  into  a  con- 
tract in  regard  to  that  defect  that  he  would  make  the 
machine  work  all  right  and  perfectly,  and  that,  so  far 
as  this  cause  of  complaint  is  concerned,  the  machine  did 
work  perfectly  thereafter. 

"That  the  cause  of  the  machine  clogging  up,  or  the  cause 
of  the  machinery  failing  to  work  waB  from  the  wearing 
of  the  machinery  about  the  binding  part,  and  not  because 
of  any  difficulty  or  defect  in  the  manufacture;  that  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  of  1895,  before  the  machine 
became  badly  worn,  it  did  do  good  work  in  every  respect." 
From  the  foregoing  findings  the  court  deduced  the  fol- 
lowing conclusion  of  law : 

"As  a  matter  of  law,  the  court  concludes  the  contract 
was  a  guaranty  only  against  the  difficulty  complained  of 
by  the  plaintiff,  to  the  agent  of  the  defendant,  at  the  time 
the  contract  of  August  4th  was  made,  and  was  not  a 
guaranty  against  any  other  difficulty  or  failure  to  work; 
aud  that  the  written  contract  did  not  guarantee  against 
the  alleged  clogging  up  of  the  machine." 
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A  judgment,  in  due  form,  in  favor  of  the  defendant, 
was  rendered,  and  the  plaintiff  brings  the  case  here  on 
error. 

It  is  urged  that  the  findings  of  the  court  are  not  sus- 
tained by  sufficient  evidence.  As  to  the  first  and  second 
findings,  we  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  examine  the 
record  to  determine  that  point,  because  in  our  view  of 
the  case,  the  third  finding  alone  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  judgment.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  defendant 
bound  itself  to  make  the  binder  do  good  work  in  1895. 
This  was  not  a  contract  to  keep  it  in  repair,  nor  to  in- 
demnify the  plaintiff  against  the  wear  and  damage  inci- 
dent to  its  use,  bat  to  overcome  the  defects  resulting  from 
its  faulty  construction.  The  third  finding,  in  effect,  is 
a  finding  that  the  defendant  performed  its  part  of  the 
contract,  as  thus  interpreted ;  in  other  words,  that  there 
was  no  breach  of  contract.  But  the  plaintiff  insists  that 
this  finding  is  not  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence.  We 
think  otherwise.  Among  other  items  of  evidence  that 
would  warrant  this  finding,  is  the  clear  and  unequivocal 
statement  of  the  plaintiff,  in  writing,  given  July  14,  1895, 
to  the  effect  that  the  machine  had  been  adjusted  and 
operated  to  his  entire  satisfaction.  It  is  urged  that  the 
court  erred  in  its  conclusion  of  law.  But  we  think  it  will  * 
not  be  contended,  that,  where  the  evidence  sustains  the 
findings,  and  the  findings  sustain  the  judgment,  such  judg- 
ment should  be  reversed  for  the  expression  of  an  erroneous 
opinion,  by  the  trial  court,  of  the  legal  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  from  the  facts  found. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  CC,  concur. 
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Ths  Ph<bnix  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  appel- 
lee, v.  James  A.  Sparks,  appellant,  Impleaded  with 
Levina  J.  Sparks  et  al. 

Filed  Decembeb  18,  1901.    No.  10,751. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Confirmation  of  Sale:  Sufficiency  of  Objec- 
tions. Objections  made  to  the  confirmation  of  a  sale  examined, 
and  held  Insufficient. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Buffalo  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 

B.  O.  Hoatetler,  for  appellant. 

Samuel  J.  Tuttle,  Wm.  Qaslin  and  Tibbets  Bros.  & 
Uorey,  contra. 

Ddffie,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  district  court 
confirming  a  sale  of  real  estate  made  under  a  decree  of 
foreclosnre.  All  the  points  discussed  in  the  brief  of  ap- 
pellant have  been  determined  by  this  court  in  former 
decisions,  with  two  exceptions  to  which  we  will  now  call 
attention.  It  is  objected  that  the  notice  of  sale  does  not 
state  the  county  in  which  the  land  is  situated.  A  descrip- 
tion of  the  land  as  contained  in  the  notice  is  as  follows : 
Lots  number  seven  {7),  eight  (8),  nine  (9)  and  ten  (10) 
in  section  six  (6),  in  twelve  (12),  range  sixteen  (16)  west 
of  the  6th  P.  M.  Land  is  frequently  described  by  giving 
the  section  or  particular  part' of  the  section  followed  by  the 
township  and  range  in  numerals,  for  example,  southwest 
quarter  (*4),  of  section  ten  (10),  in  12 — 16.  This  to  every 
one  acquainted  with  governmental  survey  of  lands  would 
clearly  indicate  that  the  southwest  quarter  ( V^ )  of  section 
ten  (10),  in  township  twelve  (12)  of  range  sixteen  (16) 
was  intended.    We  do  not  think  that  the  description  was 
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bo  defective  that  prejudice  to  the  defendants  will  be  pre- 
sumed in  the  absence  of  an  affirmative  showing. 

It  is  nest  urged  that  the  decree  of  foreclosure  was 
entered  at  an  impossible  term  of  court,  namely,  at  an 
adjournment  of  the  September,  1896,  term,  held  in 
January,  1897.  The  decree'  merely  recites  the  date  of  its 
rendition  and  does  not  state  the  term  at  which  it  was  en- 
tered. There  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  to  support  the 
contention  of  the  appellant  except  a  recital  made  by  the 
clerk  in  the  order  of  sale  issued  by  him.  We  cannot  accept  a 
recital  of  the  clerk  as  evidence  that  the  court  entered  a  de- 
cree at  a  term  illegally  convened  and  held.  Every  presump- 
tion is  in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court,  and  a  mere  recital  made  by  the  clerk  and  which  was 
not  required  by  any  statute  or  rule  of  practice,  cannot  over- 
come such  presumption.  Neither  are  we  prepared  to  say 
that  a  term  of  court  regularly  convened  in  September  may 
not  continue  over  until  the  succeeding  January,  provided 
no  regular  term  had  been  appointed  to  take  place  in 
January  prior  to  the  date  of  such  continued  or  adjourned 
term.  The  decree  in  this  case  is  fair  upon  its  face.  We 
cannot  see  from  an  inspection  of  the  decree  that  it  was 
entered  at  a  term  illegally  convened  or  held.  Such  being 
the  case,  the  defendant,  if  he  had  objections  to  urge,  should 
have  taken  an  appeal  from  the  decree  itself.  We  find  no 
error  in  the  record.  We  therefore  recommend  the  affirm- 
ance of  the  decree. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 
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Christian  S.  Hoffman  v.  The  Ambbican  Exchange  Na- 
tional Bank. 

Filed  Deoehbeb  18,  1901.  No.  10,767. 
Commissi  on  er'fl  opinion.  Department  No.  1. 
Collection  of  Draft  by  Impostor:  Liability  or  Pattng  Bank.  Where 
A  on  receipt  of  release,  made  at  A's  request,  of  all  claim  against 
an  estate,  and  purporting  to  nave  been  made  by  B,  procures  a 
draft  to  bis  own  order.  Indorses  it  to  B'b  order  and  sends  It  by 
mail  to  the  address  given' him  as  B's,  and  it  Is  there  received  by 
the  person  executing  the  release  and  indorsed  in  B's  name,  A  has 
no  right  of  action  against  a  bank  which  pays  the  draft  to  the 
holder,  supposing  him  to  be  B,  though  he  is  in  fact  an  impostor. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Affirmed. 

Frank  J.  Kelley  and  J.  J.  Boucher,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

The  defendant  bank  is  liable  because,  first,  it  did  not 
pay  the  money  to  Bmbaker,  and  so  was  not  entitled  to 
receive  Hoffman's  money  from  the  Pennsylvania  bank. 
It  had  no  right  or  title  to  either  the  draft  or  the  money. 
First  National  Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers  &  Merchants 
Bank,  56  Neb.,  149,  T6  N.  W.  Rep.,  430;  Kohn  v.  Wat- 
kins,  26  Kan.,  691;  Palm  v.  Watt,  7  Han  [N.  Y.-],  317; 
Tolman  v.  American,  National  Bank,  48  Atl.  Rep.  [R.  I.], 
480. 

Second,  Hoffman  used  proper  care  and  diligence  to 
protect  himself  against  an  impostor.  Dodge  v.  National 
Exchange  Bank,  20  Ohio  St,  235;  Arnold  v.  Cheque  Bank, 
1 C.  P.  Div.  [Eng.] ,  578 ;  Onondago  Bank  v.  United  States, 
64  Fed.  Bep.,  703. 

Third,  Hoffman  was  the  real  part?  in  interest.  Mechem, 
Agency,  section  522;  Story,  Agency,  section  221;  Bliss, 
Code  Pleading,  section  51;  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  sec- 
tion 32;  Stall  v.  Mathews,  13  Neb.,  207. 

Sawyer  &  Snell,  contra. 

The  defendant  bank  is  not  liable  because,  first,  Hoff- 
man sent  the  draft  to  the  person  to  whom  he  intended  to 
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'send  it.  Emporia  National  Bank  v.  Shotwell,  35  Kan.,  360, 
57  Aui.  Rep.,  171 ;  Meridian  National  Bank  v:  First  National 
Bank,  33  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  247;  Robertson  v.  Coleman, 
141  Mass.,  231,  55  Am.  Rep.,  471,  4  N.  E.  Rep.,  619;  Smith 
v.  Mechanics  &  T.  Bank,  6  La.  Ann.,  610;  Levy  v.  Bank 
of  America,  24  La.  Ann.,  220,  13  Am.  Rep.,  124 ;  United 
States  v.  National  Exchange  Bank,  45  Fed.  Rep.,  163. 

Second,  Hoffman  was  negligent  while  the  bank  used  due 
diligence.  Grippen,  Lawrence  &  Co.  v.  American  National 
Bank,  51  Mo.  App.,  508;  United  States  v.  National  Ex- 
change Bank,  45  Fed.  Rep.,  163. 

Third,  A  bill  drawn  to  a  fictitious  payee  in  the  same 
as  though  drawn  to  bearer.  Eohn  v.  Watkine,  26  Kan., 
691,  40  Am.  Rep.,  336. 

Fourth,    Hoffman    is    estopped    by    his    indorsement. 
Forbes  v.  Espy,  21  Ohio  St.,  474;  Land  Title  £  Trust  . 
Co.  v.  Northwestern  National  Bank,  196  Pa.,  230,  46  Atl. 
Rep.,  420,  50  L.  R,  A.,  75. 

Hastings,  O. 

The  question  in  this  case  is  whether  or  not  the  defendant 
bank  is  liable  to  plaintiff  for  the  amount  of  a  draft  to  bis 
order,  procured  at  Elizahethtown,  Pa.,  and  indorsed  to 
the  order  of  Peter  W.  Brubaker,  and  sent  by  plaintiff  to 
an  impostor  at  Lincoln,-  Nebraska,  who  claimed  to  be 
Brubaker,  and  which  was  cashed  for  the  impostor  by  the 
defendant  bank.  The  plaintiff  was  acting  as  disbursing 
agent  for  the  executor  of  an  estate,  from  which  one  Peter 
W.  Brubaker  was  entitled  to  receive  |264.15.  The  plain- 
tiff had  made  considerable  exertions  to  find  Brubaker  for 
the  purpose  of  making  this  payment,  hut  had  failed  to  do 
so.  Plaintiff  had  made  to  Brubaker  two  previous  pay- 
ments from  the  estate ;  one  paid  by  a  draft  sent  to  Illinois 
and  receipted  for  by  him,  and  one  payment  made  to  him  in 
person  at  Elizabeth  town,  Pa.,  where  plaintiff  resides.  With 
reference  to  this  third  and  final  payment  plaintiff  had 
written  to  Omaha  and  to  Illinois  and  received  no  response. 
He  finally  received  a  letter  dated  July  2,  1895,  saying: 
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"Lincoln,  Neb.,  July  2, 1895.  Mr.  0,  S.  Huffman :  I  got 
a  letter  from  by  brother  Bade  you  wanted  my  address  it 
is  Peter  W.  Brubaker,  Lincoln,  Neb."  To  this  plaintiff 
replied  as  follows:  "Elizabeth town,  July  5,  1895.  Mr. 
Peter  W.  Brubaker:  This  afternoon  I  received  your 
letter.  I  have  been  writing  around  to  the  different  places 
where  you  were  before,  but  the  letters  came  back.  You 
will  take  the  release  before  a  Notary  Public,  sign  and 
acknowledge  and  have  some  person  to  sign  as  witness,  and 
then  return  it  to  me,  and  I  will  send  you  draft  for  your 
share,  less  expenses.    Yours  truly,  C.  S.  Hoffman." 

The  release  was  executed  evidently  to  plaintiff's  satis- 
faction, for  on  July  12  he  sent  the  following  letter: 
"Elizabeth town,  July  12,  1895.  Mr.  Peter  W.  Brubaker, 
Lincoln,  Neb. :  Your  release  to  Jacob  Risser  executor  of 
the  will  of  Peter  Oberholtzer,  dee'd,  came  back  all  right. 
Inclosed  you  find  draft  No.  5774  for  $204.15  which 
with  fl.75  for  the  expenses  of  release  and  draft  is  in  full 
of  your  share  in  the  final  distribution  of  the  estate.  Please 
let  me  hear  from  you  when  you  get  this  so  I  know  that 
all  is  right.    Yours  truly,  C.  S.  Hoffman." 

The  draft  mentioned  was  cashed  by  the  defendant  bank ; 
the  recipient  being  identified  as  Peter  W.  Brubaker  by  the 
notary,  Walter  A.  Leese  of  Lincoln,  before  whom  the  re- 
lease had  been  executed  and  in  whose  care  the  final  letter 
and  draft  were  sent  by  the  plaintiff.  The  evidence,  how- 
ever, shows  conclusively  that  the  Peter  W.  Brubaker  who 
was  entitled  to  this  money  was  not  in  Lincoln  at  that  time, 
but  in  Indiana.  He  says  he  received  no  money.  Plaintiff 
has  been  called  upon  to  pay  it  again.  The  draft  cashed 
by  the  defendant  bank  was  never  indorsed  by  the  Peter 
W.  Brubaker  who  was  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  estate  of 
which  Hoffman  was  disbursing  agent  The  draft  was, 
by  the  defendant,  transmitted  to  a  New  York  correspond- 
ent and  collected  through  it  from  the  drawer  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  Pa.  It  was  drawn  to  the  order  of  C.  S.  Hoffman, 
by  him  indorsed  payable  to  the  order  of  Peter  W.  Bru- 
baker.   The  district  court  found  that  the  above  facts  did 
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not  show  any  liability  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  bank, 
and  rendered  judgment  accordingly.  That  judgment  we 
are  asked  to  reverse  as  not  being  sustained  by  the  evidence, 
and  on  the  ground  that  the  facts  shown  do  constitute  a 
liability  against  the  defendant  bank. 

The  trial  court  found,  first,  that  the  plaintiff  intended 
the  draft  to  be  paid  to  the  individual  who  received  the 
money  from  defendant,  and  that  defendant  was  not  guilty 
of  any  negligence  in  paying  it;  second,  that  the  defendant 
was  led  and  induced  to  pay  the  draft  by  the  acts  of  plain- 
tiff, and  plaintiff's  negligence  prompted  its  payment;  and, 
third,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  the  real  parly  in  interest 
and  could  not  maintain  the  action,  it  appearing  that  he 
was  simply  the  agent  of  Risser,  the  executor  of  the  estate 
from  which  the  money  came. 

The  liability  of  defendant  is  asserted  on  the  grounds 
set  forth  in  section  42  of  the  negotiable  instruments1  act 
of  New  York,  which  has  been  enacted  in  effect  in  fourteen 
other  states  and  is  claimed  to  be  declaratory  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Said  section  42  reads  as  follows :  "Where  a  sig- 
nature is  forged  or  made  without  authority  of  the  person 
whose  signature  it  purports  to  be,  it  is  wholly  inoperative, 
and  no  right  to  retain  the  instrument,  or  to  give  a  dis- 
charge therefor,  or  to  enforce  payment  thereof  against  any 
party  thereto,  can  be  acquired  through  or  under  such  sig- 
nature, unless  the  party  against  whom  it  is  sought  to 
enforce  such  right  is  precluded  from  setting  up  the  forgery 
or  want  of  authority." 

It  is  claimed  that  this  signature  is  a  forgery,  and  the 
defendant  therefore  liable.  As  above  stated  there  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  that  the  real  Peter  W.  Brubaker  who  was 
among  the  heirs  of  this  estate  never  indorsed  this  draft. 
But  it  also  seems  clear  that  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled 
to  set  up  this  claim.  A  recent  case  in  Rhode  Island, 
Tolmtrn  v.  American  National  Bank,  48  Atl.  Rep.  [R.  I.], 
480,  seems  to  sustain  plaintiff's  contention.  Its  syllabus 
has  the  following:  "A  check  drawn  payable  to  the  order 
of  A  was  procured  by  representations  that  the  person  to 
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whom  it  was  given  was  A,  and  the  indorsement  of  the 
latter  was  forged  thereto,  and  it  was  paid  by  the  hank. 
Held,  that  the  bank  was  liable  to  the  drawer  for  such  sum, 
both  at  the  common  law  and  under  the  statute."  Rhode 
Island  has  adopted  the  statute  above  cited.  The  weight  of 
authority,  however,  seems  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
doctrine  that  where  a  check  or  draft  is  drawn  or  indorsed 
and  delivered  to  a  party  to  be  cashed  by  him  under  the 
name  in  which  it  is  made  out  or  indorsed,  that  his  sig- 
nature by  way  of  indorsement  in  that  name  is  valid  as 
between  an  innocent  holder  and  the  party  delivering  it 
to  him.  This  is  commonly  put  on  the  ground  that  the 
payer  of  the  draft  or  the  purchaser  of  it  is  simply  carrying 
out  innocently  the  intention  of  the  maker  or  indorser. 
Meridian  Nat.  Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  7  Ind.  App.,  322, 
52  Am.  St  Rep.,  450;  Robertson  v.  Coleman,  141  Mass., 
231,  55  Am.  Rep.,  471 ;  Levy  v.  Bank  of  America,  24  La. 
Ann.,  220,  13  Am.  Rep.,  124;  Land  Title  &  Trust  Co.  v. 
Xorthtcestern  National  Bank,  196  Pa,  St.,  230,  50  L.  R.  A., 
75.  It  is  also  placed  sometimes  as  was  done  in  a  measure 
in  this  instance  by  the  trial  court,  on  the  ground  of  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  the  maker.  It  is  sometimes  held 
that  the  payee  is  a  fictitious  person  and  the  check  or  draft 
therefore  payable  to  bearer. 

It  is  suggested  in  defendant's  brief  that  the  exemption 
from  liability  is  more  properly  placed  on  the  ground  of 
estoppel  or,  as  it  is  stated  in  the  negotiable  instruments' 
act,  that  the  party  is  "precluded  from  setting  up  the 
forgery  or  want  of  authority."  It  certainly  would  seem 
that  in  this  case  when  Mr.  Hoffman  was  satisfied  with  the 
release  he  got  and  mailed  the  draft  to  the  maker  of  that 
release  he  asserted  as  definitely  as  a  man  could,  his  desire 
that  this  money  should  be  paid  where  it  was  paid.  After  ■ 
that  desire  has  been  acted  upon  and  the  false  Bru baker  has 
received  the  money,  it  would  seem  too  late  for  the  plaintiff 
to  discover  his  mistake  and  collect  the  money  back  from 
one  who  had  paid  it  out  to  the  individual  he  requested, 
though  not  to  the  one  to  whom  he  thought  he  was  request- 
ing to  have  it  paid. 
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It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Dai  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 


Christian  S.  Hoffman  t.  American  Exchange  National 
Bank. 

Fran  Jdbb  18,  1902.     No.  10,757. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  S. 

Collection  of  Draft  by  Impostor:  Liability  of  Paying  Bank,  Where 
an  impostor  assumes  the  name  of  another  person,  and  thereby 
induces  a  third  person  to  believe  he  Is  the  person  whose  name  he 
has  assumed;  and,  acting  on  such  belief,  such  third  person  In- 
dorses a  draft,  designating  the  payee  by  the  name  assumed  by 
the  impostor,  and  delivers  it  to  such  Impostor  in  the  belief  that 
he  Is  dealing  with  the  person  whose  name  has  been  assumed,  and 
the  Impostor  Indorses  the  draft,  using  such  assumed  name,  and 
transfers  It  to  an  Innocent  purchaser,  the  purchaser  takes  title 
by  such  Indorsement 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  217. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes*  J.  Former  opinion  ad- 
hered to. 

T.  J.  Mahoney  and  J.  J.  Boucher,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Sawyer  &  Bnell,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

A  resident  of  Pennsylvania  died,  leaving  a  will,  of  which 
one  Peter  Kisser  was  appointed  executor,  and  in  which 
one  Peter  W.  Brubaker  was  named  as  one  of  the  legatees. 
The  executor  appointed  the  plaintiff  in  this  case  as  agen* 
to  transact  the  business  for  him.  On  the  first  distribution 
of  the  estate  made,  the  share  of  Peter  W.  Brubaker  was 
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Bent  to  him  by  draft  through  the  mails  to  Illinois;  on 
the  second  distribution  he  received  his  share  in  person 
from  the  agent  of  the  executor;  when  the  final  distribu- 
tion was  made,  his  whereabouts  were  unknown  to.  the 
executor,  and  his  agent  wrote  from  time  to  time  to  various 
places  seeking  to  discover  his  address,  but  his  letters  were 
returned.  Afterward,  the  agent  received  the  following 
letter  from  an  impostor:  "Lincoln,  Neb.,  July  2,  1895. 
Mr.  C.  S.  Huffman :  I  got  a  letter  from  my  brother  sade 
yon  wanted  my  address  it  is  Peter  W.  Brubaker,  Lincoln, 
Neb." 

The  agent  immediately  sent  a  release,  together  with  a 
letter  directing  the  party  to  go  before  a  notary  public, 
sign  and  acknowledge  the  release  and  return  it  to  him,  and 
informing  him  that  on  the  receipt  of  such  release,  the 
agent  would  remit  the  amount  due  on  the  final  distribu- 
tion. The  release  and  the  letter  were  received  by  the 
impostor  who  signed  and  acknowledged  the  same  before 
a  notary  public  in  Lincoln,  using  the  name  Peter  W.  Bru- 
baker, whereupon  the  release  was  returned  to  the  agent. 
The  agent  then  purchased  a  draft  for  the  amount  due 
Peter  W.  'Brubaker,  drawn  on  a  bank  of  Philadelphia, 
payable  to  himself,  which  he  indorsed,  "pay  to  the  order  of 
Peter  W.  Brubaker,  C.  8.  Hoffman,"  and  enclosed  it  in  an 
envelope  addressed  to  Peter  W.  Brubaker,  Lincoln,  Neb., 
in  care  of  the  notary  before  whom  the  return  was  acknowl- 
edged, together  with  a  letter  stating,  "the  release  came  back 
all  right;  I  enclose  draft  for  $ 264.15."  The  letter  inclosing 
the  draft  was  received  at  the  office  of  the  notary  public, 
and  was  delivered  by  him  to  the  impostor.  The  notary 
public  accompanied  the  impostor  to  the  defendant  bank 
and  there  identified  him  as  Peter  W.  Brubaker.  The 
imposter  indorsed  the  draft,  using  the  name  Peter  W. 
Brubaker,  and  delivered  it  to  the  defendant,  who  paid  him 
the  amount  due  thereon,  and  forwarded  the  draft  to  its 
eastern  correspondent,  by  whom  it  was  collected,  and  the 
amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  defendant.  The  im- 
postor disappeared  and  has  never  since  been  seen  or  heard 
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of,  and  none  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  transaction 
knew  who  he  was,  nor  anything  about  him,  save  such  facts 
as  appear  in  the  foregoing  statement  Afterward,  the 
real  Peter  W.  Brnbaker,  being  then  in  Omaha,  learned 
of  the  final  distribution  of  the  estate,  and  wrote  to  the 
agent  demanding  payment  of  his  share.  The  agent  was 
finally  convinced  that  payment  had  been  made  to  the 
wrong  party,  and  tendered  the  draft  to  the  defendant  and 
demanded  payment.  Payment  was  refused,  whereupon 
this  snit  was  instituted  to  enforce  payment.  A  trial  was 
had  to  the  court,  without  a  jury,  which  resulted  in  a 
finding  and  judgment  for  the  defendant  The  plaintiff 
brings  the  case  here  on  error. 

The  plaintiff  insists  that  the  sole  question  in  this  case 
is,  whether  the  indorsement  of  the  draft  by  the  impostor 
was  a  forgery.  We  do  not  believe  a  determination  of  that 
question  will  dispose  of  this  case.  That  the  indorsement 
was  a  forgery,  may  be  conceded;  but  It  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  in 
this  action.  We  think  the  majority  of  cases,  certainly 
the  best  considered  cases,  hold  that,  under  the  circum- 
stances shown  in  evidence  in  this  case,  an  innocent  pur- 
chaser is  protected  by  such  indorsement.  Meridian  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Indianapolis  v.  First  National  Bank  of 
Shelbyville,  34  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  608;  Emporia  National 
Bank  v.  Shotwell,  35  Kan.,  360 ;  Kohn  v.  Watkins,  26  Kan., 
691;  Land  Title  and  Trust  Co.  t>.  Northwestern  National 
Bank,  196  Pa.  St,  230,  46  Atl.  Rep.,  420 ;  Robertson  v.  Cole- 
man, 141  Mass.,  231 ;  United  States  v.  National  Exchange 
Bank,  45  Fed.  Rep.,  163;  Crippen,  Lawrence  &  Co.  v. 
American  National  Bank  of  Kansas  City,  51  Ho.  App., 
508;  Forbes  v.  Espy,  21  Ohio  St,  474. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  cases  just  cited  may  he 
classified  under  four  heads,  the  basts  of  such  classification 
being  the  ground  upon  which  the  courts  place  their  re- 
spective decisions,  which  are  as  follows :  first,  that  such 
indorsement  effectuates  the  intention  of  the  drawer; 
second,  that  the  drawer  has  been  guilty  of  negligence; 
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third,  that  the  drawer  is  to  be  treated  as  a  fictitious  per- 
son; fourth,  estoppel.  But  such  classification  is  unscien- 
tific, and  is  based  on  the  language  of  the  opinions,  rather 
than  upon  any  principle  underlying  them.  A  careful 
analysis  of  the  cases  will  show,  we  think,  that  the  con- 
trolling principle  in  each  is  that  of  estoppel,  which,  to 
our  minds,  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  cases  of  this  char- 
acter. 

The  plaintiff  had  money  which  belonged  to  Peter  W. 
Brnbaker;  an  impostor  assumed  the  name  of  Peter  W. 
Brubaker,  and  claimed  the  money;  his  identity  was  a 
question  for  the  plaintiff;  satisfied  that  he  was  dealing 
with  the  real  Peter  W.  Brubaker,  the  plaintiff  indorsed 
and  delivered  the  draft  to  the  impostor.  Of  the  contractual 
obligation  thus  created,  the  delivery  of  the  draft  was  an 
essential  element,  and  stamped  the  impostor  as  the  person 
to  whose  order  the  plaintiff  intended  payment  to  be  made. 
In  other  words,  by  the  delivery  of  the  draft  to  the  im- 
postor, the  plaintiff  held  him  out  to  the  world  as  his 
indorsee,  and  as  the  person  to  whose  order  he  had,  by  his 
indorsement,  directed  payment  to  be  mnde.  He  cannot 
now  be  heard  to  complain  that  the  defendant  acted  on 
the  indicia  of  identity  with  which  he  himself  bad  clothed 
the  impostor. 

The  plaintiff  relies  on  the  case  of  Rogers  v.  Ware,  2 
Neb.,  29,  wherein  it  is  held  that  if  a  draft  "be  payable 
to  some  person  known  at  the  time  to  exist,  and  present 
to  the  mind  of  the  drawer  when  he  made  it,  as  the  party 
to  whose  order  it  was  to  be  paid,  the  genuine  indorse- 
ment of  such  payee  is  necessary,  in  order  to  a  recovery 
thereon  by  an  indorsee,  even  though  he  have  no  interest  in 
it,  and  the  drawer  knew  that  fact"  That  case  would  tell 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  only  on  the  theory  that,  when  he 
indorsed  and  transmitted  the  draft  to  the  impostor,  he 
had  in  mind,  as  his  indorsee,  the  real  Peter  W.  Brubaker. 
But  that  theory  is  not  supported  by  the  facts.  The  name 
the  plaintiff  had  in  mind,  undoubtedly,  was  Peter  W. 
Brnbaker;  but  the  person  whom  he  had  singled  out,  as 
19 
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the  person  bearing  that  name,  and,  as  the  one  entitled 
to  the  money  in  his  hands,  was  the  impostor.  This  be- 
comes clear,  when  we  remember  that  he  insisted  on  a 
release,  before  transmitting  the  draft,  and  transmitted  it 
on  receipt  of  the  release.  The  person  he  had  in  mind,  as 
his  indorsee,  was  the  person  who  executed  the  release, 
which  was  the  impostor.  The  real  Peter  W.  Brubaker, 
under  the  circumstances,  was  not  entitled  to  the  draft, 
because  he  was  not  the  person  who  executed  the  release; 
his  indorsement  of  the  draft  would  have  been  forgery. 

The  case  of  First  National  Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers 
and  Merchants  Rank,  56  Neb.,  149,  is  also  relied  upon  by 
the  plaintiff.  The  facts  in  that  case  are  as  follows:  The 
correspondent  of  a  loan  company  presented  an  application 
for  a  loan,  pur]x>rting  to  be  signed  by  one  B,  on  certain 
lands;  the  application  was  accompanied  by  an  abstract, 
showing  title  to  the  land  in  B;  the  loan  was  accepted, 
and  a  bond  and  mortgage,  purporting  to  be  executed  by 
B,  forwarded  to  the  company;  whereupon  the  company 
sent  its  check  for  the  amount  of  the  loan,  payable  to  B ; 
the  check  was  presented  to  a  bank  by  the  correspondent 
bearing  what  purported  to  be  the  indorsement  of  B,  and 
that  of  the  correspondent;  the  bank  paid  the  correspond- 
ent the  amount  of  the  check,  and,  in  turn  received  payment 
thereon  from  the  bank  on  which  it  was  drawn ;  B  did  not 
own  the  land,  and  the  abstract  was  false  and  a  forgery. 
The  bank  on  which  the  check  was  drawn  brought  suit 
against  the  other  bank  to  recover  back  the  amount  of  the 
check.  There  was  evidence  tending  to  show  that  B  was 
a  fictitious  person,  and  that  the  correspondent  had  made 
the  application,  executed  the  bond  and  mortgage  and 
indorsed  the  check  himself.  This  court  held :  first,  that, 
if  the  application  was  made,  and  the  bond  and  mortgage 
executed  by  a  third  person,  and  that  person  indorsed  the 
check,  the  indorsement  was  genuine,  whether  or  not  his 
real  name  was  B,  although  he  did  not  own  the  land; 
second,  if  the  correspondent  himself  signed  the  applica- 
tion, bond  and  mortgage,  and  indorsed  the  check  (using 


Vol.  2]  SEPTEMBER  TERM,  1901.  227 

Hoffman  v.  American  Exchange  Hat.  Bank. 

the  name  B),  the  indorsement  was  a  forgery.  The  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  first  hypothesis  of  the  coart,  we  think, 
is  the  same  as  that  applied  in  this  case.  That  is,  if  the 
impostor  was  the  person  actually  intended  as  the  payee, 
his  signature,  though  given  under  an  assumed  name,  was  . 
genuine.  As  to  the  second  hypothesis,  it  is  based  on  a 
different  state  of  facts.  The  local  agent  was  not  holding 
himself  out  as  the  real  applicant,  nor  was  the  loan  com- 
pany dealing  with  him  as  such;  the  person  for  whom  it 
intended  the  draft,  and  whom  it  had  in  mind  as  the  payee, 
had  no  existence  hut  was  a  fictitious  person.  In  the 
present  case,  the  person  for  whom  the  draft  was  intended, 
and  whom  the  plaintiff  had  in  mind  as  the  payee,  was  a 
real  person  claiming  to  be  Peter  W.  Brubaker.  We  think 
the  cases  are  clearly  distinguishable. 

The  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Go.  v.  Burns,  61  Neb.,  793,  is 
also  cited  in  support  of  plaintiff's  petition.  We  do  not 
consider  that  case  in  point.  In  that  case,  a  pay  check  was 
stolen  from  the  payee,  his  indorsement  forged,  and  pay- 
ment obtained  on  the  forged  indorsement  It  is  clear  that 
there  the  indorsement  was  not  made  by  the  party  the 
drawer  had  in  mind  as  payee.  The  distinction  between 
this  case  and  the  present  is  obvious. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  conclusion  reached  in  the 
former  opinion  be  adhered  to,  and,  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Ahbs  and  Duffte,  CC,  concur. 

The  conclusion  reached  in  the  former  opinion  is 
adhered  to  and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  is 
affirmed. 

Affirmed. 
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Lome  O.  Nash,  appellee,  v.  William  O.  Wilkinson  et 
al.,  Impleaded  with  H.  E.  Bush,  appellant,  et  al. 


i  18,  1901.     No.  10,768. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Judicial  Bale*:  Affidavit  or  Publication  Filed  Arm  Balk  A  sheriff 
made  a  sale  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  and  did  not  flle  with 
his  return  the  affidavit  of  the  publisher  showing  due  publication 
of  the  notice  of  such  sale  until  the  day  after  It  actually  took 
place.  Held,  Not  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagor  or 
owner  of  the  land. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Phelps  county. 
Tried  below  before  Bball,  J.     Affirmed. 

W.  P.  Hall  and  8.  A.  Dravo,  for  appellant. 

Dryden  <£  Main,  contra. 

KtbkpatbicK,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  district  court  for 
Phelps  county  confirming  a  sale  of  certain  lands  made  by 
the  sheriff  on  a  decree  foreclosing  a  mortgage.  Appellant, 
in  the  district  court,  objected  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
sale  for  the  reasons  that  the  property  was  appraised  too 
low,  that  the  appraisers  were  not  freeholders,  that  no 
notice  of  the  sale  was  published  in  a  newspaper,  as  re- 
quired by  law,  and  that  the  sheriff  did  not  make  his 
return  within  sixty  days  from  the  time  he  received  the 
order  of  sale.  These  objection  were  not  made  until  long 
.after  the  sale  was  had,  and  it  is  very  questionable  whether 
they  are  sufficiently  specific  to  present  any  question  for 
the  consideration  of  the  trial  court 

Counsel  for  appellant  admit  that  none  of  the  objections 
is  well  taken,  except  the  one  alleging  that  no  notice  of  the 
sale  was  published  as  required  by  law.  This  objection 
seems  to  have  been  based  upon  the  proposition  that  the 
publisher,  who  had  sworn  to  the  affidavit  showing  the 
publication  of  the  notice,  had  failed  to  sign  the  affidavit, 
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and  that  the  cleric  of  the  district  court,  when  he  admin- 
istered the  oath,  had  failed  to  attach  his  seal.  Since  the 
filing  of  appellee's  brief,  thiB  conrt,  on  motion  of  appellees, 
has  permitted  to  be  filed,  as  a  part  of  the  record,  a  cor- 
rected copy  of  the  affidavit,  which  shows  that  the  affidavit 
was  properly  signed  by  the  publisher  of  the  paper,  and  that 
it  was  properly  sworn  to  before  the  clerk,  and  that  the 
seal  of  the  clerk  was  attached.  There  seems  to  be  an 
entire  want  of  merit  in  this  appeal. 

It  is  farther  objected  that  the  affidavit  of  publication 
was  not  really  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  until  the  day  after  the  sale  was  made.  This  would 
not  tend  to  prejudice  the  appellant.  There  was  no  error 
in  the  order  of  the  district  court  confirming  the  sale.  It  is 
therefore  recommended  that  the  order  of  the  district  court 
confirming  the  sale  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 


Bashds  Hansen  v.  Christopher  Mortensen  et  al. 

Filed  Deobmbeb  18,  1901.     No.  10,763. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 


i  from  the  district  court  for  Howard  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kendall,  J.    Affirmed. 

Beall  &  Robinson,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Henry  Nunn  and  J.  A.  Haggart,  contra. 

Albert,  G. 

The  plaintiff  filed  a  petition,  against  the  defendants  in 
the  following  words  and  figures : 
"The  plaintiff  complains  of  the  defendants  and  for 
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cause  of  action  alleges,  that  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of 
March,  1887,  the  above  named  Rasmus  Hansen,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  $4,840  and  other  valuable  con- 
siderations paid  and  given  by  Bertie  Marie  Hansen,  his 
then  wife,  made,  executed  and  delivered  to  the  said  Bertie 
Marie  Hansen  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  their  children, 
Anna  Oline  Hansen,  Marie  Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine  Han- 
sen and  Hans.  Chr.  Hansen,  his  certain  mortgage  deed  in 
writing  for  the  sum  of  $1,000  covenanting  and  agreeing 
therein  to  pay  each  of  said  children  when  they  respectively 
became  of  the  age  of  21  years  the  sum  of  $250.  -That  said 
total  sum  should  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  7  per  cent  per 
annum  payable  annually,  said  interest  to  be  paid  to,  and 
collected  by  the  person  or  persons  on  whom  the  -support 
of  said  children  devolves. 

"Said  mortgage  conveyed,  subject  to  the  conditions  and 
limitations  therein  written,  the  following  described  real 
estate  then  owned  in  fee  by  the  said  Rasmus  Hansen  and 
situated  in  Howard  county,  Nebraska:  northwest  quarter 
of  section  twenty-three  (23)  in  township  sixteen  (16) 
range  ten  (10). 

"Neither  said  mortgage  nor  the  debt  evidenced  thereby, 
nor  the  interest  thereon  due  on  the  24th  day  of  March, 
1897,  have  been  paid  and  there  is  due  and  unpaid  as  such 
interest  the  sum  of  $70. 

"That  subsequent  to  the  24th  day  of  March,  1887,  the 
said  Rasmus  Hansen  conveyed  said  land  by  warranty 
deed  to  one  F.  O.  Malmgren  by  request  of,  and  for  the  nse 
and  benefit  of  one  Andrew  Brock,  subject  to  the  said 
mortgage  of  $1,000,  the  same  being  a  part  of  the  considera- 
tion for  said  land  which  said  mortgage  the  said  Andrew 
Brock  agreed  to  assume  and  pay  as  a  part  of  the  consider- 
ation for  said  land. 

"That  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  February,  1888,  said 
F.  O.  Malmgren  conveyed  said  land  as  by  a  pre-arranged 
agreement,  to  one  Andrew  Brock,  one  of  the  above  named 
defendants,  subject  to  said  mortgage  which  said  mort- 
gage the  said  Andrew  Brock  assumed  and  agreed  to  pay 
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as  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  said  land  together  with 
the  interest  thereon  until  full  payment  should  be  made 
according  to  the  conditions  of  said  mortgage. 

"That  on  or  about  the  14th  day  of  March,  1889,  the  said 
Andrew  Brock  and  Matilda  Brock  his  wife  sold  and  con- 
veyed said  land  to  Christopher  Mortensen  one  of  the  above 
named  defendants  by  warranty  deed  and  the  said  Christo- 
pher Mortensen  assumed  and  agreed  to  pay  said  mortgage 
with  all  the  interest  thereon  as  part  of  the  consideration 
for  said  land. 

"That  the  said  Christopher  Mortensen  is  now  the  owner 
of  said  land  in  fee  and  has  failed  to  pay  the  interest  on 
said  mortgaged  debt  for  the  year  ending  March  24,  1897 
and  said  interest  is  past  due  and  wholly  unpaid. 

"That  the  agreement  of  the  said  Andrew  Brock  and 
Christopher  Mortensen  whereby  they  each  respectively  as- 
sumed and  agreed  to  pay  said  mortgaged  debt  and  the  in- 
terest thereon  as  above  set  forth  were  each  verbal  and  made 
at  the  time  the  conveyances  were  made  to  them  and  each  of 
them. 

"A  true  copy  of  said  mortgage  is  hereto  attached  and 
made  a  part  hereof  and  marked  'Ex.  A.' 

"That  by  reason  of  Baid  agreement  and  the  failure  of 
the  said  defendants  to  pay  the  interest  on  said  debt  as 
aforesaid  the  said  defendants  and  each  of  them  have  be- 
come and  are  liable  to  and  are  indebted  to  this  plaintiff  in 
the  sum  of  (70. 

"That  the  said  Rasmus  Hansen  the  above  plaintiff  is  the 
tether  of  the  said  above  named  children  and  the  person  on 
whom  the  care  and  support  of  said  children  devolves,  and 
said  children  are  now  in  the  care  of  and  under  the  control 
of  said  Rasmus  Hansen. 

"Wherefore  plaintiff  prays  for  judgment  against  the  de- 
fendants for  the  sum  of  $70  with  interest  from  March  24, 
1897,  and  for  costs." 

The  instrument  referred  to  in  the  petition  as  "Exhibit 
A,"  so  far  as  is  material  to  this  case,  is,  as  follows: 

"This  indenture  made  this  24th  day  of  March,  1887, 
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witnesseth :  That  I,  Rasmus  Hansen,  of  Howard  county, 
Nebraska,  for  and  in  consideration  of  $4,840  in  hand  paid 
by  my  wife,  Bertie  Marie  Hansen,  do  by  these  presents 
bind  myself,  my  heirs  and  assigns  as  follows  to-wit, 
whereas  Anna  Oline  Hansen,  nine  years  old,  and  Petrine 
Jacobine  Hansen,  six  years  old,  and  Hans  Christian  Han- 
sen, four  weeks  old,  being  the  lawful  issue  of  myself  Ras- 
mus Hansen  and  Bertie  Marie  Hansen,  and  whereas  it  is 
desired  by  said  Bertie  Marie  Hansen  that  said  Anna  Oline 
Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine  Hansen,  Marie  Hansen  and 
Hans  Christian  Hansen  or  their  heirs  shall  have  and  re- 
ceive a  portion  of  the  estate  of  said  Bertie  Marie  Hansen, 
it  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed  that  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  above  mentioned  that  I,  Rasmus  Hansen,  am 
bound  and  firmly  held  unto  Bertie  Marie  Hansen  and  to 
Anna  Oline  Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine  Hansen,  Marie  Han- 
sen and  Christian  Hansen  to  perform  the  following  con- 
ditions, to-wit:  that  on  the  day  each  of  the  above  men- 
tioned children  become  of  the  age  of  21  years  I  shall  give 
to  Anna  Oline  Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine  Hansen,  Marie 
Hansen,  and  Hans  Christian  Hansen  the  sum  of  $250 
each,  and  it  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed  by  and  be- 
tween Rasmus  Hansen  and  Bertie  Marie  Hansen  that  this 
instrument  shall  be  a  legal  and  binding  Hen  upon  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-three  (23)  in  town- 
ship sixteen  (16)  range  ten  (10)  in  Howard  county,  Ne- 
braska. *  ■  *  *  And  it  is  hereby  understood  and  agreed 
"  •  •  that  said  sum  of  $1,000  shall  draw  interest  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum  from  this  date.  And  that 
said  interest  shall  be  paid  to  the  person  upon  whom  the 
support  of  the  said  Anna  Oline  Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine 
Hansen,  Marie  Hansen  and  Hans  Christian  Hansen  shall 
fall.  It  is  further  agreed  and  understood  that  in  default 
of  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  $1,000  when  the  same 
shall  become  due,  as  specified  herein,  or  in  default  of  the 
payment  of  the  interest  at  the  end  of  each  year  after  the 
date  of  this  instrument  or  any  part  of  said  interest,  or  in 
default  of  the  payment  of  the  taxes  as  herein  specified  then 
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the  said  Anna  Oline  Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine  Hansen, 
Marie  Hansen  and  Hans  Christian  Hansen  or  their  legal 
representatives  may  foreclose  this  lien  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  subject  to  the  same  conditions  that  mortgages  in 
equity  are  foreclosed,  and  the  f  1,000  and  the  interest 
derived  from  said  sale  shall  be  converted  into  good  secu- 
rity bearing  not  less  than  7  per  cent  interest  payable  an- 
nually. 

"Provided  however,  that  before  foreclosure  of  this  lien 
said  Anna  Oline  Hansen,  Petrine  Jacobine  Hansen,  Marie 
Hansen,  and  Hans  Christian  Hansen  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives shall  enter  into  bonds  in  probate  court  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  conditions  mentioned  in  this 
instrument  in  the  sum  of  $3,000  in  the  same  manner  as  in 
case  of  the  original  appointment  of  guardian  of  minor 
children." 

The  defendants  each  interposed  a  demurrer  on  the 
grounds  that  the  plaintiff  lacked  legal  capacity  to  sue, 
that  there  was  defect  of  parties  plaintiff,  and  that  the 
facts  stated  In  the  petition  were  insufficient  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action.  The  demurrer  was  sustained  and  the 
cause  dismissed.  The  plaintiff  brings  the  case  here  on 
error. 

In  our  opinion,  the  demurrer  was  properly  sustained. 
If  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  maintain  this  action,  it  is  by 
virtue  of  that  provision  of  the  mortgage,  which  makes  the 
interest  payable  to  the  person  upon  whom,  the  support  of 
the  beneficiaries  devolves.  We  do  not  believe  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  parties  to  that  instrument  to  confer  upon 
some  person,  who,  in  the  nature  of  things,  must  have  been 
unknown  to  them  at  the  time,  the  power  to  collect  and 
handle  this  money  at  his  own  will  and  pleasure.  On  the 
contrary,  we  think,  it  is  clear,  from  the  entire  instrument, 
that  the  intention  was  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  a  cer- 
tain sum  when  the  beneficiaries  should  have  respectively 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  a  certain  income 
that  might  be  applied  to  their  support  and  maintenance 
daring  that  period.    In  other  words,  the  contract  was  for 
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their  exclusive  benefit.  All  payments  falling  due  are  pay- 
able only  to  them  or  their  legally  appointed  guardian, 
who  by  the  terms  of  the  instrument  is  charged  with  the 
duty  of  applying  the  interest  on  the  $  1,000,  so  far  as  need- 
ful, at  least,  to  their  support  and  maintenance  during 
minority.  If  we  are  correct  in  this  construction  of  the  in- 
strument, it  follows  that  the  plaintiff  lacks  legal  capacity 
to  maintain  the  action,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  petition 
are  insufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action,  and  that  the 
court  did  not  err  in  sustaining  the  demurrer. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Amds  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 


Angelina  H.  Kingsley,  appellee,  v.  John  Svoboda,  ap- 
pellant, Impleaded  with  Trkssa  Svoboda  et  al. 
Filed  December  18,  1901.    No.  10,765. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  »nd  Error:  Cohfihmatioh  or  Sale:  SumcMHCi  or  Objec- 
tions. Objections  urged  against  a  confirmation  of  a  sale  ex- 
amined, and  held  Insufficient. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Howard  county: 
Tried  below  iefore  Kendall,  J.    Affirmed. 

Bell  &  Robinson,  for  appellant 

Tibhetta  Broa.,  Morey  &  Anderson,  contra. 

DOFFIB,  O. 

This  appeal,  being  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale, 
presents  no  question  fatal  to  the  order  made,  which  can 
be  determined  in  the  absence  of  a  bill  of  exceptions.  We 
have  in  the  record  only  the  order  of  sale,  the  appraisal,  the 
notice  of  sale,  the  certificates  of  the  county  clerk,  county 
t  and  clerk  of  the  district  court  relating  to  liens, 
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the  order  of  confirmation  and  the  objection  to  confirma- 
tion. What  evidence  the  court  acted  on  in  confirming  the 
sale  outside  of  what  the  record  disclosed,  is  not  known. 
It  is  said  that  the  certificates  relating  to  liens  were  not 
"filed,"  meaning,  as  we  understand  from  appellant's  brief, 
that  the  clerk  failed  to  place. any  filing  mark  on  them. 
These  certificates  appear  in  the  record  and  the  presump- 
tion must  obtain  in  the  absence  of  a  contrary  showing  that 
the  district  court  had  evidence  before  it  showing  the  sale 
to  have  been  regularly  made.  The  return  of  the  sheriff 
shows  that  the  sale  was  made  to  McKinley-Lanning  Loan 
and  Trust  Company  for  (700.  The  presumption  is  that 
the  money  was  paid,  and  there  is  nothing  before  us  to 
rebut  the  presumption. 

We  discover  no  reversible  error  in  the  record  and  recom- 
mend that  the  order  appealed  from  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albbbt,  CC.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


William  R  Alling,  Trustee,  appblleb,  v.  Nbllte  Wood- 
ard,   APPELLANT,    IMPLEADED    WITH    T.    CHARLES    CAN- 


«  18,  WOl.    No.  10,786. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  8. 

L  Mortgages:  Fobbclosukb:  Petition:  Ai&toatioh  act*  Pboof.  That 
no  proceedings  at  law  have  been  bad  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt 
secured  by  the  mortgage,  Is  a  material  allegation  In  a  petition  for 
the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  and  when  put  In  Issue  must  be 
proved. 

1  Tax  Certificate:  Evidence.  A  tax  certificate  Is  presumptive  evidence 
of  the  regularity  of  all  proceedings  leading  up  to  the  sale,  Includ- 
ing the  assessment  and  levy.  Merrill  v.  Wright,  41  Neb.,  351,  over- 
ruled. 

I.  Tax  Linn:  Fobeclosubi  bt  Assignee:  Computation  or  Amoont  Due. 
In  an  action  to  foreclose  a  tax  lien,  by  the  assignee  thereof,  In 
computing  the  amount  due  thereon.  It  Is  error  to  Include  subse- 
quent taxes  paid  by  the  assignor,  subsequent  to  the  assign  meat 
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Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Dawes  county.  Tried 
below  before  Wbstovbb,  J.    Reversed. 

Allen  G.  Fisher,  for  appellant 

Albert  W.  Crites,  contra. 

Albert,  G. 

This  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  foreclose  a 
real  estate  mortgage,  executed  by  the  defendant,  Nellie 
Woodard.  The  New  England  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  inter- 
vened, and  asked  the  foreclosure  of  a  tax  lien  on  the  prem- 
ises by  virtue  of  a  tax-sale  on  said  premises  to  one  T.  A. 
Thompson,  who  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1893,  assigned 
the  certificate  of  such  sale  to  one  I.  C.  Gannon,  who,  it  is 
alleged,  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  June,  1897,  assigned 
said  certificate  to  the  intervener.  The  defendant,  Nellie 
Woodard,  denied  all  the  allegations,  both  of  the  petition 
of  the  plaintiff  and  that  of  the  intervener.  The  trial  court 
found  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  its  mortgage  was 
a  second  lien  on  the  premises;  and  in  favor  of  the  inter- 
vener, and  that  it  had  a  first  lien.  The  premises  were  sold 
under  the  decree,  and  the  sale  confirmed.  The  defendant, 
Nellie  Woodard,  brings  the  case  here  on  appeal. 

As  against  the  decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  it  is 
urged,  that  there  is  a  total  want  of  proof,  in  support  of  the 
allegation  of  the  petition,  that  proceedings  at  law  have 
been  had  for  the  recovery  of  a  debt  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage. This  is  a  material  allegation,  and  was  put  in  issue 
by  the  answer  and  is  wholly  unsupported  by  the  evidence. 
Under  the  repeated  holdings  of  this  court,  such  omis- 
sion is  fatal  to  plaintiff's  decree.  Kirby  v.  Shrader,  58 
Neb.,  316;  Jones  v.  Bwrtis,  57  Neb.,  604. 

As  against  the  decree  in  favor  of  the  intervener,  it  is 
urged  that  there  is  no  competent  evidence  of  any  levy  or 
assessment  The  certificates  issued  to  the  purchaser  by 
the  treasurer  in  pursuance  of  the  tax-sale,  under  which  the 
intervener  claims,  were  received  in  evidence.    Section  1 16, 
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of  the  revenue  act  provides  that  such  certificate  "shall 
be  presumptive  evidence  of  the  regularity  of  all  prior  pro- 
ceedings." The  phrase,  "all  prior  proceedings,"  in  our 
opinion,  includes  ever;  step,  leading  up  to  the  tax  sale,  in- 
cluding the  levy  and  assessment  In  that  view  of  tike  case 
the  evidence  is  sufficient  on  the  point  named. 

The  tax-sale  to  Thompson  took  place  November  7,  1892 ; 
the  certificate  was  assigned  to  Cannon  October  1,  1893; 
on  October  23,  1893,  Thompson  paid  the  taxes  for  1892, 
and  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1894,  paid  the  taxes  of  1893. 
Both  of  these  payments  were  made  after  the  assignment 
of  the  certificate  to  Cannon,  and  both,  with  interest 
thereon,  are  included  in  the  amount  found  due  the  inter- 
vener. In  this,  we  think,  there  was  error.  Whatever  may 
have  been  the  reason  for  the  payment  of  these  taxes  by 
Thompson,  after  his  assignment  of  the  certificate,  it  Is 
clear  to  our  minds,  that  such  payments,  on  the  state  of 
facts  shown  by  the  record,  did  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  holder  of  the  certificate  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make 
them  available  to  him  in  an  action  to  foreclose  his  tax 
lien.  There  may  be  good  reasons  why  this  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  decree,  but  no  such  reason  appears  in  the 
record.  The  amount  paid  at  the  time  of  the  tax  sale,  as 
shown  by  the  tax  certificate  was  $20.44;  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  the  payment  of  any  subsequent  taxes  by  the 
holder  of  such  certificate.  The  decree  of  the  intervener 
should  have  been  for  (20.44,  with  interest  according  to 
law. 

The  notice  to  redeem,  introduced  in  evidence,  is  dated 
July  20,  1894,  and  recites  that  "the  undersigned  being 
now  in  possession  of  and  owner  of  said  certificate  of  pur- 
chase," and  is  signed  by  Thompson,  the  original  purchaser 
at  the  tax  sale.  The  defendant  insists  that  the  recital  in 
such  notice  is  conclusive  on  the  intervener,  that  Thomp- 
son was  the  owner  of  the  certificate  at  the  date  of  the 
notice,  and  that,  as  the  record  fails  to  show  an  assignment 
by  him  to  any  person  after  that  date,  there  is  a  failure  to 
prove  that  the  intervener  is  the  owner  of  the  tax  lien.    We 
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do  not  concur  in  that  view.  It  is  clearly  shown  in  evi- 
dence, that  Thompson  assigned  the  certificate  to  Cannon, 
October  1, 1893.  Why  he  thereafter  gave  the  notice  to  re- 
deem, or  why  it  was  introduced  in  evidence,  we  are  unable 
to 'understand,  hut  that  its  introduction  is  not  conclusive 
as  claimed  by  the  defendant,  to  our  mind,  is  clear.  Ob- 
jections are  also  urged  to  the  order  of  confirmation  of  the 
sale  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  decree,  but,  as  the  decree 
most  be  reversed,  it  would  serve  no  good  purpose  to  discuss 
them. 

In  view  of  the  record  we  recommend  that  the  decree  of 
the  district  court,  both  as  to  the  plaintiff  and  the  inter- 
vener, be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further 
proceedings  according  to  law. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


William  Mizner,  appellee,  v.  School  District  No.  11  of 
Sherman  County  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  December  18,  1901.    No.  13,117. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  8. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:   Evidence  as  to  Residence  is  School  District: 

Sufficiency.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  sufficient  to  support  a 
finding  of  the  court  that  a  child  was  a  bona  fide  resident  of  ft 
school  district. 

2.  Action  to  Have  Child  Admitted  to  School:   Who  Mat  Bbhto.    The 

father  of  a  child  of  school  age,  or  one  standing  in  toco  parentis  to 
the  child,  may  maintain  an  action  to  compel  the  directors  of  a 
school  district  to  allow  the  child  to  attend  a  school  of  which  such 
child  is  a  bona  fide  resident. 
8.  Child  Entitled  to  Admission  to  School:  I tj junction.  Where  a 
child  of  school  age  is  wrongfully  denied  admission  to  the  public 
school  of  a  district,  an  injunction  may  properly  Issue  to  restrain 
the  directors  of  the  school  from  interfering  with  her  attendance. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 
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B.  J.  Nightingale,  for  appellants. 

Wall  <£  Williams,  contort*. 

Ddffie,  C. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  few  and  practically  undis- 
puted. The  defendants,  Niles,  Eyerson  and  Zahn,  consti- 
tute the  school  board  of  school  district  No.  11  of  Sherman 
county,  Nebraska.  William  Mizner,  the  plaintiff,  is  a 
resident  of  said  district;  Ivy  Bellinger  is  his  sister-in-law 
and  came  to  reside  with  him  sometime  in  December,  1899. 
Eli  Bellinger,  the  father  of  Ivy  Bellinger,  was  a  resident 
of  Coster  county,  Nebraska,  and  a  bona  fide  resident  of 
district  No.  132  of  Ouster  county,  and  Ivy  resided  with  her 
father  and  attended  school  in  Custer  county  up  to  about 
December  1,  1899.  After  Ivy  came  to  live  with  the  plain- 
tiff, she  commenced  to  attend  school  in  district  No.  11  in 
Sherman  county.  No  permission  was  sought  or  obtained 
from  the  school  hoard.  After  having  attended  the  school 
for  some  time,  the  members  of  the  board  met  and  passed  a 
resolution  prohibiting  her  attendance,  and  then  ejected 
her  from  the  school.  Thereupon  this  action  was  brought 
to  restrain  the  defendants  from  interfering  with  her  at- 
tendance and  to  restrain  them  from  ejecting  her  from  the 
school,  or  denying  her  the  privileges  thereof.  Upon  a  hear- 
ing the  court  entered  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and 
enjoined  the  defendants  from  interfering  with  Ivy's  at 
tendance  at  school.  From  this  decree  the  defendants  have 
appealed  to  this  court. 

Appellants  insist  that  Ivy  Bellinger  is  not  a  bona  fide 
resident  of  school  district  No.  11  and  not  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  the  achool  in  that  district  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  school  board  and  the  payment  of  tuition. 
The  court  found  the  facte  as  follows:  "First  That  the 
parent  of  the  child,  Ivy  Bellinger,  is  now  and  for  more 
than  three  years  last  passed  has  been  a  resident  of  Custer 
county,  Nebraska.  Second.  That  the  plaintiff  at  the  time 
this  suit  was  begun  and  for  a  period  prior  thereto,  was  a 
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resident  of  Sherman  county  and  of  school  district  No.  11 
of  Sherman  county.  Third.  That  on  or  about  December  2, 
1899,  the  parents  and  the  plaintiff  with  the  child  entered 
into  an  agreement  whereby  it  was  agreed  by  the  parents 
that  the  child  should  make  her  home  with  the  plaintiff  at 
his  home  in  school  district  No.  11,  and  in  pursuance  of 
such  agreement,  the  child  began  to  make  her  home  with 
the  plaintiff  in  said  school  district  on  December  2,  1899. 
Fourth.  That  at  the  time  the  agreement  was  made  be- 
tween the  plaintiff  and  the  parents,  and  at  the  time  the 
child  began  living  with  plaintiff,  no  definite  time  within 
the  understanding  of  the  parties  was  fixed  as  to  when,  if 
at  all,  she  should  leave  the  home  of  the  plaintiff,  but  that 
she  should  abandon  the  home  of  her  parents,  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  said  contract,  without  any  intention  to  im- 
mediately return  to  the  home  of  the  parents  or  to  return  at 
any  definite  or  fixed  time,  if  ever.  Fifth.  That  the  child, 
Ivy  Bellinger,  at  the  time  the  suit  was  instituted,  was  a 
resident  of  school  district  No.  11,  and  as  a  matter  of  law 
was  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  said  school  in  said  school 
district  and  that  at  said  time  she  was  of  the  age  of  sixteen 
years.  Sixth.  That  the  school  board,  at  the  time  the  suit 
was  instituted,  threatened  and  were  about  to  prevent  her 
by  force  from  attending  the  school  of  said  district" 

We  think  that  the  evidence  would  have  warranted  the 
court  in  going  further  and  finding  that  there  was  a  definite 
agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and  Ivy  Bellinger  and  her 
parents  that  she  was  to  live  with  him  until  she  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  that  during  that  time  he 
was  to  care  for  her  as  a  member  of  his  own  family.  Under 
the  facts  found,  we  have  no  doubt  that  Ivy  Bellinger  was  a 
bona  fide  resident  of  the  district  It  is  true  that  the  home 
of  a  child  is  usually  with  its  parents,  but  this  is  not  always 
the  case.  A  guardian  may  be  appointed  for  a  child  whose 
parents  are  living,  and  in  such  case  if  the  child  resides 
with  the  guardian,  the  residence  of  the  guardian  would  be 
the  residence  of  the  child.  So  too,  a  child  may  be  adopted, 
and  the  residence  of  its  adopted  parents  would  be  the  re»i- 
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dence  of  the  child.  Where,  as  in  this  case,  the  child  with 
the  consent  of  her  parents  goes  to  live  in  the  family  of 
another  as  a  member  of  the  family  and  under  an  agree- 
ment that  that  is  to  be  her  home,  and  she  is  to  be  cared  for 
and  provided  with  school  facilities,  she  becomes  a  bona  fide 
resident  of  the  district  where  living,  and  the  person  with 
whom  Bhe  resides  occupies  the  relation  of  a  parent,  stands 
in  loco  parentis,  and  may  demand  for  her  every  right  to 
which  his  own  natural  child  is  entitled.  It  is  insisted 
however,  that  if  this  be  so,  that  the  action  cannot  lie  main- 
tained in  the  name  of  the  plaintiff;  that  it  should  have 
been  instituted  and  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  Ivy  Bell- 
inger ;  that  she  is  the  real  party  in  interest.  As  we  have 
already  seen  the  plaintiff  stands  in  }oco  parentis  to  this 
child.  Not  only  was  it  his  privilege  but  it  was  his  duty 
under  his  agreement  with  her  and  her  parents  to  see  that 
she  received  such  school  facilities  as  the  district  afforded. 
It  would  scarcely  be  claimed  that  the  plaintiff  would  not 
have  a  right  of  action  against  the  defendants  if  they  denied 
to  his  own  child  the  school  facilities  offered  by  the  dis- 
trict. In  this  day  and  age,  it  is  everywhere  recognized 
that  the  parent  is  as  much  interested  in  the  education  of 
his  children  as  are  the  children  themselves;  and  whenever 
access  to  a  public  school  is  refused  or  denied  a  child,  no 
court  would  deny  the  parent  relief  on  the  ground  that  he 
has  not  sufficient  interest  in  the  education  of  his  child  to 
entitle  him  to  bring  and  maintain  an  action  to  secure  his 
legal  rights  in  that  regard. 

Again,  it  is  urged  that  injunction  will  not  lie;  that  con- 
ceding the  right  of  Ivy  Bellinger  to  attend  the  school,  and 
the  denial  of  that  right  by  the  defendants,  that  the  proper 
action  is  mandamUB,  and  that  equity  will  not  interfere  to 
afford  relief.  No  one  will  attempt  to  deny  the  rule  that 
where  an  adequate  remedy  of  law  exists,  equity  will  not 
interfere;  but  did  the  plaintiff  have  an  adequate  remedy  at 
law  in  this  case?  Was  there  any  legal  remedy  which 
offered  the  foil,  adequate  and  speedy  relief  to  which  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled?  Ivy  was  past  sixteen;  her  school 
20 
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days  were  nearly  over;  she  was  entitled  and  the  plaintiff 
had  the  legal  right  to  demand  that  she  should  attend  this 
school  from  day  to  day.  A  denial  of  school  facilities  is  a 
serious  matter.  The  damage  cannot  be  measured  in  dol- 
lars and  cents ;  no  money  compensation  would  adequately 
recompense  one  for  a  failure  to  receive  even  such  an  edu- 
cation as  is  afforded  by  our  common  schools.  The  only 
speedy  and  adequate  relief  offered  to  the  plaintiff  was  a 
resort  to  the  extraordinary  remedy  of  an  injunction. 
Under  the  circumstances,  we  think  that  he  was  entitled  to 
appeal  to  the  equity  side  of  the  court  for  this  remedy.  As 
before  stated,  no  court  of  law  could  adequately  measure 
the  damage  which  he  or  Ivy  might  sustain  by  being  ex- 
pelled from  the  school,  by  being  denied  an  education. 
There  is  probably  no  other  case  where  the  court  wonld  so 
quickly  extend  to  the  aid  of  the  plaintiff  its  full  powers. 
We  are  satisfied  that  the  evidence  fully  warrants  the  find- 
ings of  the  court,  and  that  these  findings  fully  support  the 
legal  conclusions  reached. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree  appealed  from 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albekt,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 


William  Miznbr,  appellee,  v.  School  District  No.  11 
of  Sherman  County  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  October  7,  1903.    No.  12,117. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  238,  96  N.  W. 
Rep.,  128. 

Appeal^  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.  Former  judgment  of 
affirmance  adhered  to. 
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B.  J.  Nightingale,  for  appellants. 
Wall  &  Williams,  contra. 
Albert,  C. 

A  reargoment  of  this  case  has  Dot  changed  our  views  as 
expressed  in  the  former  opinion,  reported  ante,  page  238, 
sad  in  96  N.  W.  Rep.,  128,  and  it  would  serve  no  useful 
purpose  to  reiterate  them. 

It  is  therefore  recommend  that  the  former  judgment 
affirming  the  decree  of  the  district  court  be  adhered  to. 

FORMER  JUDGMENT  OF  AFFIRMANCE  ADHERED  TO. 


State,  ex  eel.  Emil  Pierson,  relator,  v.  Jacob  Paw 
cbtt,  Judge  of  the  Poueth  Judicial  District  of 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  respondent. 


i  18,  1901.     No.  13,289. 

CommlMloner'B  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

L  Purpose  of  BUI  of  Exceptions.  The  function  of  a  bill  of  exceptions 
Is  to  bring  Into  the  record  the  facte  on  which  the  trial  court  de- 
cided the  questions  of  law  presented  for  review. 

L  Appeal  and  Error:  Arnravrrs  Nor  Presented  to  Trial  Court.  Affi- 
davits not  presented  to  and  considered  by  the  trial  court  will  not 
be  considered  Is  this  court  In  the  event  that  the  case  1b  brought 
to  this  court  for  review,  and  therefore  should  not  be  Included  In 
tae  bill  of  exceptions. 

Original  application  in  this  court  for  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  compel  the  respondent  to  settle,  sign  and  allow 
what  purports  to  be  a  bill  of  exceptions.    Writ  denied. 

W.  A.  Corson  and  V.  0.  Strickler,  for  relator. 

Silas  Cobb,  for  respondent 
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Oldham,  C. 

This  is  an  original  action  brought  in  this  court  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  Hon. 
Jacob  Fawcett  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fourth  judicial 
district  of  this  state,  to  settle,  sign  and  allow  what  pur- 
ports to  be  a  bill  of  exceptions.  An  alternative  writ  was 
herein  allowed  by  the  chief  justice  and  this  is  a  hearing 
had  upon  the  rule  to  show  cause,  upon  which  we  heard  the 
evidence  of  the  respective  parties. 

The  testimony  discloses  that  there  was  an  action  pend- 
ing in  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county,  entitled,  The 
State  of  Nebraska  v.  The  Nebraska  Savings  and  Exchange 
Bank.  This  action  having  been  instituted  by  the  attorney 
general  by  the  direction  of  the  state  banking  board  for 
the  purpose  of  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  defendant 
bank  which  was  insolvent.  That  one  William  K.  Potter 
was  the  receiver  thereof,  and  that  this  case  was  on  the 
docket  that  Judge  Fawcett  had  in  charge.  That  the  re- 
lator and  the  others  were  creditors  of  this  bank.  That  on 
June  24,  1901,  the  receiver  procured  an  order  in  the  dis- 
trict court  for  Douglas  county,  Nebraska,  Judge  Fawcett 
presiding,  permitting  him  "to  pay  a  dividend  of  fifty-six 
per  cent  of  the  balance  due  on  claims  as  originally  allowed 
against  said  bank  to  the  owners  of  the  receiver's  certifi- 
cates." That  afterwards  a  motion  was  filed — in  said  case 
by  "Michael  Carmody,  John  Mackin  and  fifty-three  other 
depositors."  After  lenghty  recitations  and  allegations, 
the  motion  concludes  as  follows:  "Wherefore,  we  move 
that  the  court  modify  said  order,  so  signed,  June  — ,  1901, 
by  directing  said  receiver  to  pay  to  said  depositors  the  said 
sum  of  fifty-six  per  cent  upon  their  unpaid  claims,  and  to 
then  require  said  receiver  to  report  to  this  court  fully 
touching  what  moneys  remain  in  his  hands  after  paying 
said  dividend,  and  that  he  then  be  directed  to  proceed  to 
collect  from  said  Thomas  Wolfe  and  from  the  other  stock- 
holders of  said  bank,  who  have  not  contributed  to  said 
fund,  in  the  amounts  named  in  said  order,  of  April  25, 1901, 
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the  full  amount  of  their  stock  liability  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  depositors  and  creditors  of  said  bank."  This 
motion  was  not  supported  by  affidavits  or  other  proof. 
That  on  July  2d,  Judge  Fawcett  overruled  this  motion  and 
at  that  time  refused  to  hear  oral  testimony  in  support 
thereof. 

On  July  5th,  following  the  overruling  of  the  motion,  the 
purported  bill  of  exceptions  was  presented  to  Judge  Faw- 
cett with  the  request  that  he  settle,  sign  and  allow  the 
same,  but  he  refused  to  do  so  and  assigned,  as  grounds  for 
his  refusal,  that  it  was  not  a  bill  of  exceptions  and  that 
the  persons  proposing  the  same  were  not  entitled  to  a  bill 
of  exceptions.  This  proposed  bill  of  exceptions  contained 
nothing  but  three  affidavits:  The  affidavit  of  V.  O.  Strick- 
ler,  the  joint  affidavit  of  W,  A.  Corson  and  V.  O.  Strickler 
and  the  separate  affidavit  of  W.  A.  Corson.  Neither  of 
these  affidavits  bears  any  filing  mark,  but  the  jurat  of  each 
shown  that  they  were  sworn  to  on  Jnly  3, 1901.  Now  then 
the  question  is,  should  affidavits  that  were  not  used  on  the 
hearing  and  not  made  until  after  the  controversy  was  de- 
rided be  brought  into  and  made  a  part  of  the  record  by 
incorporating  them  into  a  bill  of  exceptions? 

An  affidavit  is  an  ex  parte  statement,  in  writing,  of  facts, 
under  oath,  and  may  be  used  as  evidence  "to  prove  the 
service  of  summons,  notice,  or  other  process,  in  an  action, 
to  obtain  a  provisional  remedy,  an  examination  of  a  wit- 
ness, a  stay  of  proceedings,  or  upon  a  motion,  and  in  any 
other  case  permitted  by  law."  Section  370,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure.  The  function  of  a  bill  of  exceptions  is  to  bring 
into  the  record  the  facts  on  which  the  trial  court  decided 
the  questions  of  law  presented  for  review.  It  follows  then 
that  this  will  inelude  only  the  facts  that  were  presented 
to  the  trial  court  and  upon  which  it  acted  by  either  con- 
sidering or  rejecting  them.  Facts  not  presented  to  it  can- 
not be  the  subject  of  review  in  this  court,  for  the  reason 
that  they  have  never  been  the  subject  of  judicial  considera- 
tion in  the  court  below.  It  is  the  province  of  this  court  to 
review  the  acts  which  have  been  done  by  the  trial  court, 
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but  for  reasons  which  are  obvious  we  can  not  review  that 
which  lias  not  been  done  by  it 

For  the  reason  that  the  affidavits  contained  in  the  pro- 
posed bill  of  exceptions  were  not  presented  to  and  con- 
sidered by  the  court  below  on  the  hearing  of  the  motion 
complained  of,  we  conclude,  that  they  cannot  be  consid- 
ered in  the  event  that  the  case  is  brought  to  this  court  for 
review  and,  therefore,  should  not  be  brought  into  the 
record  by  a  bill  of  exceptions. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  writ  be  denied. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  00,,  concur. 


Chadeon  Loan  and  Building  Association,  appellee,  v. 
Hugh  B.  O'Linn  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  Dbcembeb  18,  I9pl.    No.  13,291. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Judicial  Sales:  Fiuno  Copt  of  Appraisal  Befobb  Sale.  The  provis- 
ions of  section  49ld  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  to  the  effect 
that  a  copy  of  the  appraisement  of  real  estate  to  be  sold  at  Judicial 
sale.  Inclusive  of  the  applications  to  certain  officers  for  certifi- 
cates of  liens  and  such  certificates,  shall  be  forthwith  deposited 
In  tbe  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  proper  court,  are  mandatory,  and 
unless  there  Is  a  compliance  therewith  prior  to  the  advertisement 
of  tbe  notice  of  sale,  any  sale  made  may  be  vacated.  Olobe  Loan 
A  Trust  Company  v.  Wood,  68  Neb.,  895,  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Dawes  county.  Tried 
below  before  Wbstover,  J.    Judgment  vacated. 

F.  M.  O'Linn,  for  appellants. 

Albert  W.  Crites,  contra. 

KfRKPATEICK,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  confirmation  made 
by  the  district  court  for  Dawes  county.  Among  the  objec- 
tions filed  to  the  confirmation  of  the  sale  was  the  follow- 
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ing:  "Because  appraisal  was  not  filed  until  after  first 
publication  of  sale."  The  record  discloses  that  the  order 
of  sale  in  question  was  received  by  the  sheriff  on  the  10th 
day  of  January,  1901,  and  on  the  same  day  the  sheriff  ap- 
praised the  property  as  required  by  law.  The  sheriff  failed 
to  file  a  copy  of  this  appraisal  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  district  court  until  the  21st  day  of  January,  and  not 
until  after  two  publications  of  the  notice  of  sale  had  ap- 
peared in  a  newspaper.  The  first  notice  was  published 
January  11,  1901,  and  the  sale  was  set  for  February  25, 
1901.  After  the  objections  to  the  confirmation  had  been 
filed,  a  paper  purporting  to  be  an  amended  affidavit  of 
publication  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict court,  showing  that  the  first  publication  of  notice  was 
on  the  25th  day  of  January,  1901.  Two  affidavits  of  the 
publisher,  showing  the  publication  of  the  notice,  appear 
in  the  record,  neither  of  which  is  attached  to  or  made  a 
part  of  the  sheriff's  return  to  the  order  of  sale,  and  neither 
nf  which  is  in  any  way  referred  to  by  the  sheriff  in  his 
return.  No  amendment  of  the  return  was  made,  and  as  it 
appears  in  the  record  it  recites :  "Thereupon  on  the  11th 
day  of  January,  A.  D.  1901,  I  caused  a  notice  to  be  pub 
fished  in  the  Ghadronian,  a  newspaper  printed  and  in  gen- 
eral circulation  in  said  county,  that  I  would  offer  said 
lands  for  sale  at  the  north  front  door  of  the  court  house  in 
the  city  of  Chadron,  Dawes  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  25th 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1901." 

The  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  sheriff  published  the  notice 
of  sale  two  weeks  longer  than  was  necessary.  He  began 
the  publication  on  the  11th  day  of  January  and  failed  to 
file  a  copy  of  the  appraisal  until  the  21st  day  of  January. 
The  so-called  amended  affidavit  of  publication  consists  in 
dropping  out  of  the  affidavit  the  first  two  publications  of 
the  notice  made,  and  the  publisher  swears  that  the  publi- 
cation made  January  25th  was  the  first,  and,  no  doubt, 
upon  the  strength  of  this  affidavit,  the  trial  court  con- 
firmed the  sale.  The  theory  of  the  court  no  doubt  was  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  copy  of  the  appraisal  was  filed  on  the  21st 
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day  of  January,  more  than  thirty  days  before  the  day  of 
the  sale,  the  publications  of  the  notice  prior  thereto  were 
wholly  immaterial  and  could  be  disregarded  and  the  Bale 
confirmed. 

We  can  not  inquire  further  than  to  accept  the  sheriff's 
return  which  is  quoted  above  as  conclusive  of  the  fact  that 
the  first  publication  was  actually  made  on  the  11th  day  of 
January.  The  statute  requires  that  the  sheriff,  after  mak- 
ing the  appraisal,  shall  forthwith  file  a  copy  of  the  ap- 
praisal in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court.  In 
the  case  of  Burkett  v.  Clark,  46  Neb.,  466,  this  court  said 
that  "the  word  'forthwith'  found  in  section  491«  of  the 
Code  means  immediately;  without  delay;  directly, — re- 
gard being  had  to  the  nature  of  the  act  required  to  be  per- 
formed." Again  in  the  same  case  this  court  said :  "The 
object  of  the  statute  in  requiring  an  officer  to  deposit  the 
appraisement  made,  the  application  for  liens,  and  the  cer- 
tificates of  liens  furnished,  before  advertising  the  sale,  is 
to  afford  the  execution  defendant  and  plaintiff  an  oppor- 
tunity to  know  at  what  value  the  property  has  been  ap- 
praised; to  examine  and  ascertain  what  liens  have  been 
certified  as  existing  against  the  property,  and,  if  a  mistake 
has  been  made,  to  afford  them  time  and  opportunity  to 
make  application  to  the  court  to  which  the  execution  is 
returnable  for  an  order  vacating  the  appraisement  before 
fhe  sale  occurs."  Again,  in  the  case  of  Reuland  v.  Waugh, 
52  Neb.,  358,  this  court  said :  "It  is  the  duty  of  an  officer 
making  a  sale  of  real  estate  under  execution  or  order  of 
sale  to  deposit  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  from 
which  the  writ  issued  a  copy  of  the  appraisement  of  the 
property  and  other  papers  as  required  by  section  491d  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  such  duty  must  be  per- 
formed prior  to  the  advertisement  of  the  sale."  In  the 
case  of  Olobe  Loan  &  Trust  Company  v.  Wood,  58  Neb., 
395,  it  is  said :  "The  provisions  of  section  491d  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  to  the  effect  that  a  copy  of  the  ap- 
praisement of  real  estate  to  be  sold  at  judicial  sale,  in- 
clusive of  the  applications  to  certain  officers  for  certiQ- 
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cates  of  liens  and  such  certificates,  shall  be  forthwith  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  proper  court,  are 
mandatory,  and  unless  there  is  a  compliance  therewith 
prior  to  the  advertisement  of  the  notice  of  sale,  any  sale 
made  may  be  vacated."  In  the  case  at  bar,  it  appears  from 
the  record  that  the  sheriff  did  not  deposit  a  copy  of  the  ap- 
praisal, as  by  law  required,  until  after  two  weeks'  publica- 
tion of  the  notice.  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  rendered 
his  subsequent  proceedings  erroneous,  and  that  they  were 
not  cured  by  extending  the  publication  for  thirty  days 
after  the  filing  of  the  copy  of  the  appraisal.  The  objec- 
tions to  confirmation  should  have  been  sustained.  Itr  is 
therefore  recommended  that  the  order  of  the  trial  court 
confirming  the  sale  be  vacated  and  the  case  remanded. 

Hastings  and  Day,  OC.,  concur. 

The  order  of  the  trial  court  confirming  the  sale  is  va- 
cated and  the  cause  remanded. 

Judgment  vacated. 
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Eugene  H.  Pearson,  appellee,  v.  Badger  Lumber  Com- 
pany, APPELLANT,  ET  AL. 
Filed  Jantjaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,004. 
Co  in  ml  aH  loner's  opinion.    Department  Mo.  1. 

L  IIortg«KM:  Judicial  Sales:  Objectionb  to  Appraisal.  Where  an 
appnti seme nf.  of  real  estate  has  been  duly  made  for  the  purpose 
of  Judicial  sale.  It  can  not  be  successfully  attacked  solely  on 
the  ground  that  the  property  has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  use 
the  low  valuation  as  a  successful  basis  for  attacking  the  appraise- 
ment. It  must  be  alleged  and  proved  that  It  was  fraudulent.  Brown 
V.  FUBpatrick,  56  Neb.,  61. 

(251) 
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3.  Mortgages;  Judicial  Sales:  Pubfobe  of  Appraisal.  The  purpose 
of  an  appraisement  of  real  estate  (or  Judicial  sale  1b  to  fix  a  price 
below  two-thirds  of  which  no  bids  will  be  received. 

3.  Mortgages:    Judicial   Sales:     Conclusiveness   of   Appraisal.     The 

appraisers  are  by  statute  a  summary  tribunal  to  lLt  such  price, 
and  their  action  when  duly  taken  under  the  statute  can  be  Im- 
peached for  fraud  alone. 

4.  Mortgagee:  Judicial  Sales:    ScTTnra  Asms  a  Sale  in  Equity.    Such 

action  of  the  appraisers  does  not  deprive  the  court  of  any  of  Its 
equity  power  to  set  aside  a  sale  or  to  require  that  such  sale  be 
for  an  adequate  price. 

5.  Appeal  and  Error:  Judicial  Sales:    Setting  Aside:    Discretion.  No 

abuse  of  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  In  refusing  to  set  the  sale 
aside  Is  shown  or  complained  of. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Affirmed. 

Frank  Irvine,  Tibbets  Bros.,  Morey  &  Anderson  and 
Ghas.  E.  Magoon,  for  appellant 

S.  L.  Geiathardt,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  district  court 
for  Lancaster  county,  confirming  the  sale  of  real  estate 
made  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  mortgage  foreclosure. 
The  property  was  appraised  at  $8,700.  Upon  the  filing  of 
the  appraisement  with  the  clerk,  the  mortgagor  filed  ob- 
jections to  the  appraisement  on  the  ground  that  the  value 
placed  on  the  property  was  too  low.  This  motion  was 
overruled.  After  the  sale  of  the  premises  a  similar  ob- 
jection was  interposed  to  the  confirmation. 

It  is  contended  by  the  appellant  that  the  value  of  the 
property  as  tixetJ  by  the  appraisers  was  so  far  below  its 
real  and  true  value  as  to  create  the  inference  that  the 
appraisement  was  fraudulent.  As  a  basis  for  this  conten- 
tion a  number  of  affidavits  are  referred  to  in  the  record 
wherein  the  property  was  valued  at  sums  ranging  from 
$12,000  to  $25,000.  There  was  no  claim  of  any  fraudu- 
lent or  wrongful  act  on  the  part  of  the  appraisers  or  of  the 
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appellee,  the  sole  objection  being  that  the  property  was 
appraised  too  low.  Where  an  appraisement  of  real  estate 
has  been  duly  made  for  the  purpose  of  judicial  Bale,  it 
can  not  be  successfully  attacked  solely  on  the  ground  that 
the  property  has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  use  the  low 
valuation  as  a  successful  basis  for  attacking  the  appraise- 
ment, it  must  be  alleged  and  proved  that  it  was  fraudu- 
lent   Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  56  Neb.,  61 ;  Mills  v.  Earner, 

55  Neb.,  445.  The  value  of  a  piece  of  property  is  largely 
a  matter  of  opinion,  and  it  is  now  the  well  established 
doctrine  of  this  court  that  the  appraisement  cannot  be 
successfully  assailed  merely  because  the  appraisers  were 
mistaken,  or  because  they  differed  in  their  valuation  from 
that  of  other  witnesses.  Nelson  v.  Ailing,  58  Neb.,  606; 
Ecklund  v.  Willis,  44  Neb.,  129;  Kearney  Tjand  &  Invest- 
ment Co.  v.  Atipinwall,  45  Neb.,  601 ;  Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick, 

56  Neb.,  61;  Ballon  v.  Sherwood,  58  Neb.,  20,  78  N.  W. 
Rep.,  383;  Lockwood  v.  Cook,  58  Neb.,  302,  78  N.  W.  Rep., 
624;  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Richter,  58  Neb., 
463,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  932. 

The  purpose  of  an  appraisement  of  real  estate  is  to  fix 
an  upset  price  below  two-thirds  of  which,  no  bids  will  be 
received.  The  legislature  created  a  tribunal  to  fix  such  a 
price  and  it  was  never  the  intention  that  honest  valuation 
placed  upon  property  for  purposes  of  judicial  sale  by 
legally  qualified  appraisers  should  be  set  aside  except 
when  impeached  for  fraud.  Wood  v.  Clark,  58  Neb.,  115. 
We  adhere  to  the  rule  previously  announced  by  this  court 
that  the  upset  price  fixed  by  the  appraisers  is  conclusive 
unless  assailed  for  fraud  or  disqualification  of  the  ap- 
praisers under  the  statute,  or  for  some  other  equally 
potent  reason.  Such  action  of  the  appraisers  does  not 
deprive  the  court  of  any  of  its  equity  power  to  set  aside 
a  Bale  when  made  or  to  require  that  a  sale  shall  be  for  an 
adequate  price.  If  the  result  of  a  sale  is  a  price  so  low 
that  to  uphold  it  would  be  inequitable  and  against  good 
conscience  the  court  shopld  set  it  aside  for  such  cause 
even  though  it  be  for  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  the 
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appraisement.  Such  action  is  and  must  necessarily  be 
largely  within  the  sound  discretion  of  the  trial  court. 
We  see  in  this  case  no  abuse  of  discretion  of  the  lower 
court  in  refusing  to  set  the  sale  aside,  and  in  the  briefs 
and  argument  no  such  complaint  is  made. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatbick;,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Swoffobd  Beos.  Dry  Goods  Co.  y.  J.  F.  Cowgill  et  al. 

Filed  Jakijaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,403. 

Co  mm  Ibs  loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Partnership:  Liability  of  pabtneb:  Submission  to  Jdtit:  Evidence. 
Evidence  examined  and  held  sufficient  to  require  submission  to 
the  Jury  of  question  of  liability  on  the  part  of  defendant  In  error, 
as  partner,  In  the  purchase  of  the  goods  for  whose  price  the  ac- 
tion was  brought;  and  action  of  trial  court  In  Instructing  for 
verdict  for  defendant  therefore  erroneous. 

Ehboe  from  the  district  court  for  Phelps  county.  Tried 
below  before  Beall,  J.      Reversed. 

Rhea  Bros.  &  Manatt  and  Ellis,  Reed,  Cook  d  Ellis,  for 
plaintiff  in  error.. 

Glency  St.  Glair  and  (?.  ^oroerg,  contra. 

Hastings,  0. 

The  question  In  this  case  is  the  liability  of  the  defend- 
ants, Norberg  and  J.  F.  Cowgill,  for  goods  purchased  by 
W.  H.  Cowgill  and  delivered  to  him  under  the  name  of 
J.  F.  Cowgill  &  Co.  There  is  no  evidence  against  J.  F. 
Cowgill,  except  the  fact  that  her  husband  bought  these 
goods  in  her  name  and  put  a  bank  account  in  her  name 
and  drew  checks  on  it  in  her  name.  There  is  no  evidence 
against  Norberg,  except  that  of  one  of  the  attorneys  for 
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plaintiff,  who  testifies  that  in  the  year  1892,  as  agent  for 
Dun  &  Co.,  he  received  an  inquiry  at  Holdrege,  Neb.,  as 
to  the  firm  of  Cowgill  &  Norberg,  "while  the  business  was 
carried  on  at  Tobias,"  and  called,  he  thinks,,  upon  Mr. 
Norberg  and  in  the  conversation  "it  was  stated  that  Mr. 
Norberg  was  connected  with  the  business,  and '  I  so  re- 
ported." This  statement  was  made  in  answer  to  the.  ques- 
tion as  to  what  the  conversation  was,  and  was  stricken  out 
by  the  court  as  not  responsive.  The  question  was  re- 
peated and  the  answer  was,  "My  recollection  is  the  best 
that  I  can  give,  that  is  that  Mr.  Norberg  said  they  were 
carrying  on  the  business  down  there,  he  and  the  Cowgills." 
It  appears  that  from  some  time  in  May,  1892,  until  some 
time  in  November,  of  the  same  year,  a  bank  account  was 
kept  in  the  name  of  Norberg,  at  Tobias;  that  the  account 
was  opened  by  W.  H.  Cowgill  in  that  name  and  checked 
upon  by  him  In  that  name,  and  in  his  own  name,  and  in  the 
name  of  J.  P.  Cowgill.  It  appears  that  goods  were  or- 
dered by  W.  H..  Cowgill  in  the  name  of  G.  Norberg, 
shipped  to  Tobias  and  delivered  in  that  name  to  W.  H. 
Cowgill.  It  appears  that  on  Oct  3,  W.  H.  Cowgill  in  per- 
son purchased  the  goods  sued  for  in  this  action,  represent- 
ing that  J.  P.  Cowgill,  hiB  wife,  and  Norberg  were  part- 
ners in  the  transaction.  It  does  not  appear  that  either 
Norberg  or  J.  P.  Cowgill  were  during  any  of  the  time  per- 
sonally at  Tobias,  or  had  any  connection  with  the  trans- 
action, except  from  these  representations  of  W.  H.  Cow- 
gill, and  the  testimony  above  stated.  The  court  rejected 
all  evidence  of  the  transaction  as  to  the  purchasing  of  the 
goods  as  against  the  defendants,  Norberg  and  J.  P.  Cow- 
gill, and  instructed  the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  for  these 
two  defendants,  and  one  against  W.  H.  Cowgill  for  the 
price  of  the  goods.  This  was  done  on  the  ground  that  no 
connection  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  in  error  with  the 
transaction  was  shown. 

The  sole  competent  evidence  tending  to  show  Norberg's 
liability  as  a  partner  in  the  transaction  of  the  purchase 
of  these  goods  is  the  statement  of  James  I.  Rhea  above 
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given.  There  is  nothing  else  to  show  that  W.  H.  Norberg 
was  aware  of  the  use  being  made  of  his  name  at  Tobias, 
more  than  one  hundred  miies  from  his  home.  With  con- 
siderable hesitation  it  has  been  concluded  that  in  refus- 
ing to  submit  to  the  jury  the  question  as  to  Norberg's  lia- 
bility as  partner  for  these  goods,  the  trial  court  erred,  and 
that  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  new  trial  in  this  cause. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further 
proceedings. 

Day  and  Kibkpateick,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


The  News  Publishing  Company  et  al.  v.  Hector  H. 
Tyndalb,  appellant,  Impleaded  with  Tkoilus  H. 
Tyndale  et  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Jakdaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,437. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Chattel  Mortgage:  Notice.  The  fact  that  a  chattel  mortgage  was 
withheld  from  record  from  January  17  to  March  12,  following, 
with  Intent  to  avoid  Injury  to  mortgagor's  credit,  does  not  render 
It  fraudulent  as  against  one  whose  first  dealing  with  mortgagor 
wai  on  April  8,  afterwards,  and  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
examined  the  chattel  mortgage  records  during  the  transactions. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.  Reversed  and  interven- 
tion dismissed. 

Jno.  P.  Maule,  for  appellant 

E.  F.  Pettis,  contra. 


In  this  case  there  seem  to  be  two  questions :  first,  as  to 
the   right   of   the   intervener  and  cross-petitioner,  The 
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Brown  &  Clark  Paper  Co.,  to  come  into  this  action  and  set 
up  here  its  claim  as  against  the  defendant,  Hector  H. 
Tyndale,  to  have  its  judgment  against  the  News  Pub- 
lishing Co.  satisfied  by  him ;  second,  whether  the  evidence 
supports  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  that  the  mortgage 
held  by  Hector  H.  Tyndale  against  the  News  Publishing 
Co.  was  fraudulent  and  void  as  against  that  company's 
creditors,  and  especially  as  against  the  intervener,  and 
the  latter,  consequently,  entitled  to  a  satisfaction  of  its 
judgment  out  of  the  mortgaged  property. 

On  December  16,  1896,  the  News  Publishing  Company, 
and  Sam  E.  Low  and  Hans  T.  Westerman,  stockholders, 
filed  a  petition  in  the  Lancaster  county  district  court  to  en- 
join a  sale  of  the  entire  plant  and  good  will  of  the  News 
Publishing  Co.,  which  was  advertised  to  take  place  on  that 
day  by  Hector  H.  Tyndale  as  mortgagee.  The  injunction 
was  sought  mainly  on  the  ground  that  in  consideration  of 
an  assignment  of  all  the  stock  of  the  company  and  delivery 
of  possession  of  its  plant  to  one  Troilus  H.  Tyndale,  the 
mortgagee  had  agreed  that  the  debt  should  be  extended 
until  September  1, 1897.  On  December  21  the  defendants, 
Hector  H.  Tyndale  and  Troilus  H.  Tyndale,  answered 
denying  the  allegations  of  the  extension  agreement  and 
setting  out  another  and  different  one  whereby  the  pos- 
session of  the  plant  was  turned  over  to  the  defendants  for 
the  purpose  of  a  foreclosure  of  the  chattel  mortgage.  On 
December  22,  the  Brown  &  Clark  Paper  Co.  filed  a  peti- 
tion of  intervention  setting  out  its  recovery  on  December 
8, 1896,  in  the  county  court  of  Lancaster  county  of  a  judg- 
ment against  the  News  Publishing  Co.,  for  ¥323.28,  and 
costs  of  $7;  that  this  judgment  was  still  in  force  and 
execution  upon  it  had  been  issued  and  returned  nulla 
bona;  that  it  was  rendered  upon  an  indebtedness  incurred 
by  the  publishing  company  before  March  12, 1896,  the  date 
of  the  recording  of  Tyndale's  mortgage;  that  the  inter- 
vener at  the  time  of  the  furnishing  of  the  goods  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  mortgage;  that  the  goods  were  used 
for  the  publication  of  the  newspaper  and  with  the  full 
21 
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knowledge  and  consent  of  the  mortgagee;  that  the  mort- 
gagee was  in  fact  the  owner  of  the  entire  plant  and  stock 
of  the  company  before  taking  possession  of  it,  and  his 
mortgage  merged;  that  his  mortgage  was  void,  because 
not  properly  executed  and  withheld  from  record  until 
after  the  intervener  had  become  creditpr,  and  never  re- 
corded as  required  by  law;  that  it  covered  property  not 
subject  to  chattel  mortgage;  that  the  mortgagee  permitted 
the  mortgagor  to  remain  in  possession  of  the  property  and 
dispose  of  it  in  the  usual  course  of  business;  that  the 
News  Publishing  Co.  was  insolvent,  and  that  the  mort- 
gagee was  about  to  convert  the  property  into  money. 
Sometime  subsequently  an  amendment  was  made  charg- 
ing that  the  directors  and  stockholders  of  the  News  Pub- 
lishing Co.  were  sureties  upon  the  indebtedness  to  Tyn- 
dale,  which  the  mortgage  was  given  to  secure,  and  the 
mortgage  was  therefore  void.  Also  alleging  that  there 
had  been  a  previous  finding  that  the  goods  were  furnished 
to  the  mortgagee;  that  the  paper  company  had  no  remedy 
at  law  and  were  entitled  to  an  accounting;  that  the  value 
of  the  property  was  over  $12,000,  and  that  such  finding 
and  decree  were  binding  upon  Tyndale. 

May  9,  1898,  Hector  H.  Tyndale  answered  this  petition 
of  intervention,  that  it  did  not  state  facts  enough  to  con- 
stitute a  cause  of  action  against  him ;  that  he  had  loaned 
the  publishing  company  $6,000  which  was  represented  by 
three  promissory  notes,  secured  by  the  mortgage  in  ques- 
tion, which  bore  date  of  January  17,  1896;  that  on  March 
12  the  mortgage  was  filed  for  record;  that  September  22, 
with  the  consent  of  the  officers  and  stockholders  of  the 
publishing  company  he  took  possession  of  the  property, 
and  on  April  26,  1897,  sold  it  under  the  mortgage  as  pro- 
vided by  law  and  bought  it  in  himself  at  f  6,000;  that 
the  Brown  &  Clark  Paper  Co.  became  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lishing company  long  after  the  filing  of  the  mortgage,  and 
had  notice  of  it;  that  the  intervener  had  no  lien  on  the 
properly  by  mortgage,  levy,  garnishment,  or  otherwise; 
that  the  property  conld  have  been  levied  upon,  and  that 
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the  intervener's  petition  discloses  no  right  on  its  part 
to  intervene  in  the  action.  The  action  on  the,  part  of  plain- 
tiffs in  the  meanwhile  had  long  previously  been  dismissed. 
The  trial  court  found  the  intervener's  judgment  was  ren- 
dered as  alleged;  execution  on  it  issued  and  returned; 
that  it  was  still  in  force;  that  the  entire  property  of  the 
publishing  company  had  been  seized  under  the  mortgage 
and  disposed  of  by  Tyndale;  that  it  was  at  all  times  worth 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  judgment  and  costs;  that  the 
mortgage  was  for  money  loaned  as  alleged ;  that  when  it 
was  given  the  officers  of  the  publishing  company  expected 
it  would  not  be  filed  immediately  but  kept  from  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  public  and  its  creditors ;  that  while  no  agree- 
ment was  made  by  Tyndale  to  that  effect,  be  knew  of  such 
expectation  and  shared  in  the  intent;  that  the  mortgage 
was  kept  from  the  record  from  January  17  to  March, 
1896,  to  prevent  the  public  and  creditors  from  knowing 
of  its  existence  and  with  the  intent  to  aid  the  publishing 
company  in  continuance  of  its  business  and  dealings  with 
its  creditors,  and  that  such  intent  of  Tyndale's  was  fraud- 
ulent as  to  the  publishing  company's  creditors,  and  the 
mortgage  therefore  void,  as  to  the  paper  company.  De- 
cree was  entered  against  Tyndale  for  the  amount  of  the 
judgment  against  the  publishing  company,  and  the  costs 
of  this  action,  and  execution  awarded.  From  this  decree 
is  the  appeal. 

Beyond  all  doubt,  if  Tyndale's  mortgage  was  fraudu- 
lent and  void  as  found  by  the  court,  it  was  competent  in 
a  proper  proceeding  to  charge  him,  as  trustee  through 
his  own  wrong  of  the  property  of  the  publishing  company, 
with  the  payment  of  the  judgment  against  it.  The  ques- 
tion remains,  what  right  had  the  paper  company  to  come 
into  this  action  or  interfere  with  its  progress.  It  is  true 
that  the  paper  company  had  a  judgment  against  the  pub- 
lishing company,  which  was  unsatisfied  and  on  which  an 
execution  had  been  returned  nulla  bona.  This,  however, 
did  not  give  to  the  paper  company  any  lien  upon  or  inter- 
est in  any  specific  personal  property.    It  seems  to  be  well 


260  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

News  Publishing  Co.  v.  Tyndale. 

enough  established  that  the  right  of  intervention  is  re- 
served for  those  who  have  a  distinct  legal  interest  in  the 
Bubjectmatter  of  the  action  and  in  the  result  of  the  liti- 
gation. Kansas  <&  C.  P.  R.  Go.  v.  Fitzgerald,  33  Neb.,  137. 
In  this  case,  it  is  difficult  to  see  what  interest  the  inter- 
venor  had  in  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  pub- 
lishing company  and  its  officers  should  be  able  to  prevent 
the  sale.  The  property  was  in  the  hands  of  the  mortgagee 
and  had  been  since  the  preceding  September.  It  is  true 
that  if  the  mortgage  was  fraudulent  Tyndale  was  charge- 
able as  trustee  with  the  property  or  its  proceeds,  and  his 
agents  in  whose  possession  it  was  could  have  been 
garnished.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  objection  to  the 
proceeding  by  intervention  was  waived^by  answering  to 
the  merits  and  by  taking  this  appeal.  The  objection  taken 
is  not  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Tyndale's  person,  but  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  facts  alleged  to  establish  a  right  of  re- 
covery as  to  him.  The  record  fails  to  disclose  any  objec- 
tion made  or  exception  taken  to  the  allowance  of  the  filing 
of  intervener's  petition  or  any  objection  before  answering 
to  the  merits,  and  the  objection  in  the  answer  accom- 
panied by  a  plea  to  the  merits  without  any  previous  ob- 
jection would  seem  too  late. 

The  question  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  sus- 
tain the  finding  of  the  trial  court  remains.  As  above 
stated  the  trial  court  finds  that  the  mortgage  was  made  on 
January  17,  1896,  and  was  withheld  from  record  until 
March  12,  189G.  The  allegation  of  intervener's  petition 
was  that  the  goods  for  which  the  judgment  was  rendered 
were  furnished  before  this  recording  and  without  knowl- 
edge of  the  existence  of  the  mortgage.  The  record  by  no 
means  bears  out  this  plea.  It  seems  from  the  evidence 
that  the  goods  were  ordered  by  the  publishing  company 
on  April  8,  and  were  furnished  on  April  28,  a  month  and 
a  half  after  the  recording  of  the  mortgage.  No  question 
is  raised  as  to  actual  loaning  of  the  money,  and  the  court 
finds  that  the  defendant  advanced  it.  The  mortgage  was 
on  record  and  unless  an  intent  to  do  a  harm  which  never 
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happened,  so  far  as  any  evidence  taken  in  this  case  dis- 
closes, is  sufficient  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  the  security 
taken  for  money  actually  advanced,  then  there  was  no 
fraud  on  his  part,  and  there  can  be  no  recovery  by  the 
intervener. 

Granting  that  the  evidence  shows  all  that  the  court 
finds,  viz.,  that  from  February  17  until  March  12,  the  de- 
fendant, Tyndale,  held  this  mortgage  off  the  records  with- 
out any  definite  agreement  to  that  effect  in  order  to  avoid 
injury  to  the  publishing  company's  credit,  does  that  avail 
to  render  the  mortgage  fraudulent  as  to  this  debt  for 
merchandise  ordered  by  the  publishing  company  on  April 
8  and  delivered  on  April  28?  It  must  be  remembered  that 
there  is  nobody  here  objecting  to  this  mortgage,  except 
the  Brown  &  Clark  Paper  Co.  There  is  no  creditor  in  ex- 
istence whose  olaim  accrued  during  the  time  the  mort- 
gage was  not  of  record,  so  far  as  the  evidence  in  this  case 
discloses.  It  does  not  appear  as  far  as  our  examination 
discovers  that  the  Brown  &  Clark  Paper  Co.  had  any  prior 
dealings  with  the  publishing  company,  and  certainly  not 
that  it  ever  caused  any  examination  of  the  records  for 
chattel  mortgages  during  the  time  that  this  one  remained 
unrecorded.  It  even  appears  affirmatively  that  this  trans- 
action of  April  8  was  the  first  one  had  between  the 
parties.  Evidently,  so  far  as  the  interveners  are  con- 
cerned, or  any  one  else  on  this  showing,  no  possible  harm 
resulted  from  this  mortgage  not  being  recorded  from 
January  17  to  March  12.  That  being  the  case,  it  is  im- 
possible to  see  how  the  intent  to  save  the  credit  of  the  pub- 
lishing company,  if  it  existed  on  the  part  of  defendant, 
Tyndale,  can  be  claimed  as  a  ground  of  recovery  by  the 
intervener  in  this  case. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  reversed,  and  the  petition  of  intervention 
dismissed. 

Day  and  Kihkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 
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The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  the 
petition  of  intervention  dismissed. 

Reversed  and  intervention  dismissed. 


M.  F.  Rohbeb  v.  Chbis  Fasslek. 

Filed  Jakuabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,601. 

CommlBsloner'B  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

Taxation:  FoBKCLoaum  of  I.mw:  Bali  of  Tracts  Separately.  Sales 
or  real  estate  upon  foreclosure  of  tax  liens  should  be,  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  same  as  upon  mortgage  foreclosures,  and  unless. 
the  decree  provides  otherwise  the  tracts  or  lota  must  be  appraised 
and  sold  separately. 

Erbor  from  the  district  court  for  Webster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.    Reversed. 

Wharton  &  Bavrd,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

A..  M.  Walters,  contra. 

Sedgwick,  O. 

This  is  a  proceeding  in  error  to  review  an  order  of  the 
district  court  for  Webster  county  confirming  a  sale  of  real 
estate  on  a  decree  of  foreclosure  of  tax  liens.  The  petition 
upon  which  the  decree  was  entered  contains  more  than 
forty  counts,  each  stating  a  cause  of  action  for  the  fore- 
closure of  tax  liens  upon  the  real  estate  described  in  each 
count  respectively;  so  that  more  than  forty  different 
causes  of  action  are  united  In  the  same  petition.  On  the 
15th  day  of  January,  1897,  trial  was  had  with  a  general 
finding  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and  a  decree  against  all 
of  the  various  tracts  of  real  estate  described  in  the  peti- 
tion (except  one  lot  which  seems  to  have  been  excepted 
from  the  decree),  for  the  sum  of  $1,201.22,  and  attorney 
fees  and  costs.  The  order  of  sale  follows  the  decree,  and 
directs  the  sale  of  the  various  tracts  of  real  estate  without 
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providing  that  they  shall  be  Bold  separate!;;  and  the 
sheriff's  return  shows  that  he  Hold  the  real  estate  in  a 
body  to  the  plaintiff,  Chris  Fassler,  for  $1,465.70.  After- 
wards, on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1898,  the  defendant  filed  a 
motion  to  set  aside  the  sale.  Of  the  grounds  urged  in  this 
motion,  one  is  too  indefinite  to  be  considered;  the  second 
is  not  now  insisted  upon,  and  the  third,  fourth  and  fifth 
are  that  the  lots  were  not  appraised  separately ;  that  they 
were  not  offered  for  sale  separately,  and  that  they  were 
not  sold  separately.  This  motion  was  overruled,  and  the 
sale  confirmed.  The  errors  alleged  in  the  petition  in  this 
court  are,  that  the  district  court  erred  in  overruling  the 
motion  of  the  defendant  to  set  aside  the  sale;  and  that 
the  district  court  erred  in  permitting  the  lots  to  be  sold 
in  bulk,  and  refusing  to  sustain  the  objections  of  the 
plaintiff  in  error,  and  in  failing  to  require  the  appraise- 
ment and  sale  of  the  lots  separately. 

The  decree  was  erroneous  in  not  fixing  the  amount 
chargeable  to  each  lot  respectively;  but  this  error  the  de- 
fendant (now  plaintiff  in  error)  waived,  and  did  not  com- 
plain thereof  in  his  objection  in  the  district  court,  nor 
does  he  now  in  his  petition  in  this  court.  The  decree  of  the 
court  should  stand,  but  can  the  sale  be  sustained  under 
this  decree?  We  think  not.  The  statute  provides  that 
upon  foreclosure  of  tax  liens  the  "tract  or  lot"  shall  be 
sold  in  all  respects,  as  far  as  practicable,  as  though  the 
same  were  a  mortgage.  Section  179,  Revenue  Act.  Sec- 
tion 860  of  the  Code  provides  that  "If  *  *  *  it  shall 
appear  to  the  court  that  the  mortgaged  premises  are  so 
situated  that  a  Bale  of  the  whole  will  be  most  beneficial  to 
the  parties,  the  decree  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  be  en- 
tered for  the  sale  of  the  whole  premises  accordingly." 
Where  there  is  no  such  finding  and  decree  the  tracts  or 
lots  must  be  appraised  and  sold  separately.  Laughlin  v. 
Schuyler,  1  Neb.,  409.  There  was  no  such  finding  and 
decree  in  this  case,  and  the  sheriff  should  have  sold  the 
tracts  and  lots  separately.  The  objection  to  the  sale  was 
made  in  due  time  and  should  have  been  sustained. 
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It  is  recommended  that  the  order  of  the  district  court 
confirming  the  sale  be  reversed,  and  a  new  sale  ordered. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


Mary  B.  Shelby  v.  John  A.  Cbeighton. 


Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Ebbob  Must  be  Shows  Atfiruativelt.    A  plain- 

tiff In  error  must  show  affirmatively  that  error  was  committed 
and  that  he  was  entitled  as  a  matter  of  lav  to  a  different  judg- 
ment or  order  from  that  complained  of. 

2.  Judgments:    Fim>ihos:     Modification.     Where  the  findings  show  a 

narrower  liability  than  that  enforced  by  the  judgment  of  the 
court,  or  show  no  liability  and  the  Judgment  enforces  one.  or  In 
any  other  way  a  discrepancy  between  findings  and  Judgment  Is 
presented  which  no  possible  state  of  the  pleadings  could  Justify, 
modification  or  reversal  may  be  had  upon  a  record  showing  such 
findings  and  Judgment  only. 

3.  Judgments:    Findings:    Modification'.     But  where  the  ground  of 

complaint  la  that  the  findings  of  themselves  would  entitle  the 
plaintiff  la  error  to  more  relief  than  was  granted,  a  record  con- 
taining the  findings  and  Judgment  only  Is  Insufficient  to  procure 
modification  or  reversal,  since  the  prayer  of  the  petition  may  have 
been  more  limited  than  the  relief  warranted  by  the  facts  alleged 
and  found. 

4.  Contracts:   Limitation  in  Equity.    If  a  contract  Is  so  broad  In  Its 

language  as  to  cover  matters  of  which  the  parties  were  ignorant, 
equity  may  confine  Its  application  to  the  real  purposes  of  the 
bargain. 

Erbob   from    the  district   court   for  Douglas    county. 
Tried  below  before  Scott,  J.    Affirmed. 

Win.  D.  Beckett  and  J.  W.  Woodrough,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 


Woolworth  &  McHugh,  contra. 
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Pound,  O. 

The  record  before  us  contains  only  the  decree  of  the 
lower  court.  Error  is  assigned  upon  the  decree  itself,  the 
plaintiff  in  error  seeking  to  secure  its  modification,  to 
quote  from  the  brief  of  counsel,  so  as  to  make  it  "conform 
to  and  be  consistent  with  itself."  We  have  no  doubt  that 
there  are  cases  where  a  decree  on  its  face  is  so  erroneous 
that  the  court  would  reverse  or  modify  it  upon  mere  view 
thereof  without  further  record.  Thus,  if  there  were  find- 
ings that  a  conveyance  was  made  to  a  bona  fide  purchaser 
for  value,  followed  by  a  decree  that  it  be  set  aside  as  fraud- 
ulent, or  a  finding  upon  an  accounting  that  the  one  party 
owed  the  other  f  1,000,  followed  by  a  decree  awarding  the 
latter  $2,000,  our  duty  would  be  clear.  No  pleadings  and 
no  record  of  any  kind  beyond  the  decree  itself  would  be 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  say  beyond  peradventure  that 
the  decree  was  erroneous  and  required  reversal  or  modi- 
fication. But  it  does  not  follow  that  every  case  of  incon- 
sistency or  discrepancy  between  the  findings  and  the  de- 
cree demands  such  action  at  our  hands.  The  decree  must 
not  only  conform  to  the  findings,  but  it  must  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  pleadings  as  well.  If,  for  example,  the 
petition  prays  judgment  for  $1,000  and  the  court  finds 
that  $2,000  are  due,  its  judgment  for  the  former  sum  is  not 
erroneous.  In  such  a  case,  if  the  decree  alone  came  before 
us,  surely  we  should  not  allow  any  presumption  that  the 
plaintiff  had  prayed  for  all  that  was  due  him  to  move  us 
to  interfere  with  a  legal  and  proper  judgment.  One  has 
only  to  glance  at  the  reports  to  see  that  remittitur  is  or- 
dered frequently  because  a  plaintiff  has  failed  to  demand 
all  that  a  court  or  jury  found  he  might  have  claimed.  A 
plaintiff  in  error  must  do  more  than  show  possible  error. 
He  must  show  clearly  that  the  judgment  or  order  com- 
plained of  is  and  must  be  erroneous,  and  that  he  was  en- 
titled as  a  matter  of  law  to  a  different  ruling.  To  show 
that  the  findings  of  the  court,  of  themselves,  would  permit 
or  even  require  more  relief  than  was  granted  is  only  to 


266  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Shelby  V.  Creighton. 

show  a  possibility  of  error.  Before  we  can  say  that  there 
was  error,  we  mast  see  the  pleadings  and  ascertain  that 
they  wonld  allow  the  full  measure  of  relief  required  by 
the  findings.  If  the  findings  show  a  narrower  liability 
than  that  enforced  by  the  decree,  the  case  is  otherwise,  for 
no  pleading  of  any  sort  can  justify  recovery  of  more  than 
the  court  finds  to  be  due.  Counsel  have  attempted  with 
much  ingenuity  to  reconstruct  a  petition  from  the  several 
findings  of  the  court,  and  we  may  admit  that  the  findings 
indicate  to  a  high  degree  of  probability  the  kind  of  peti- 
tion they  claim  to  have  presented.  But  we  do  not  think 
their  conclusion  irresistible.  It  is  a  principle  of  not  in- 
frequent application  that  where  a  contract  is  so  broad  in 
its  language  as  to  cover  matters  of  which  the  parties  were 
ignorant,  equity  may  confine  its  application  to  the  real 
purposes  of  the  bargain.  Farewell  v.  Colcer,  2  Mer. 
[Eng.],  353;  Ramsden  v.  Hylton,  2  Ves.  [Eng.],  304,  309; 
Lumley  v.  Wabash  R.  Go.,  76  Fed.  Rep.,  66.  This  prin- 
ciple may  have  been  the  basis  of  the  prayer  of  plaintiff's 
petition.  The  decree  is  in  complete  accordance  with  it, 
and  the  facts  found  are  such  as  to  call  it  into  operation. 
It  is  true  the  court  makes  findings  consistent  with  a 
prayer  of  much  wider  scope.  We  do  not  regard  this  as 
conclusive.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  for  courts  to  go 
beyond  the  issues  in  their  findings  nor  is  it  impossible  for 
able  counsel  to  overlook  matters  of  great  moment  in  the 
prayer  of  their  pleadings.  The  most  that  can  be  said  is 
that  the  decree  in  question  presents  a  strong  appearance 
of  error.  It  is  not  necessarily  erroneous,  and  its  true 
character  can  only  be  known  to  those  who  have  access  to  a 
petition  as  to  which  we  can  but  conjecture.  A  similar 
case  was  before  this  court  in  Galmelet  v.  Sichl,  54  Neb.,  97. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affihmed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 
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Mast  B.  Shelby  v.  John  A.  Oheighton. 

Filed  November  6,  1902.     No.  10,682. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

L  Appeal  Hid  Error:  When  Fibdingb  or  Fact  Pbesumhd  Tbue.  Whore 
the  evidence  Is  not  preserved  and  a  transcript  of  the  pleadings 
is  not  presented,  It  will  be  conclusively  presumed  In  the  ap- 
pellate court  that  the  findings  of  fact  of  the  trial  court  are  true. 

I  Executors  and  Administrators;  Purchase  or  Heir's  Iktebeht: 
Bona  Fmra.  An  administrator  occupies  a  fiduciary  relation  to  the 
heir  of  Us  Intestate,  and  where  by  contract  with  the  heir  such 
administrator  purchases  the  heir's  Interest  In  the  real  estate  of 
his  Intestate,  the  transaction  will  be  rigidly  scrutinized  by  a  court 
of  equity.  However,  if  the  transaction  Is  In  good  faith  and  wholly 
without  fraud.  It  may  be  treated  as  similar  transactions  between 
strangers. 

3.  Executors  and  Administrators:  Pl-rchabe  of  Hub's  Interest; 
Mibtaxx  m  Description  :  Correction  in  Equity.  Where,  In  such 
case,  the  contract  by  mutual  mistake  Is  made  to  convey  more  than 
was  Intended  or  In  the  contemplation  of  the  parties  thereto,  a 
court  of  equity  may  reform  the  contract  to  conform  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties.  * 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  264. 

Ebeor  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Scott,  J.    Judgment  below  reaffirmed. 

Wm.  D.  Beckett  and  J.  W.  Woodrough,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Wooltoorth  &  McHugh,  contra. 

Klrepatbice,  O. 

This  case  is  brought  to  this  court  upon  error  from 
Douglas  county,  and  a  reversal  is  sought  of  a  decree  of 
the  district  court  modifying  in  part  a  contract  made  be- 
tween Joseph  Creighton  and  John  A.  Creighton,  who  were 
brothers,  for  the  sale  of  certain  lands*  inherited  from  Ed- 
ward Creighton,  a  deceased  brother.  An  opinion  was  filed 
in  this  case  at  a  prior  term  of  this  court  (January  8, 
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1902),  and  is  reported  ante,  page  264.  Upon  application 
of  plaintiff  in  error,  a  rehearing  was  allowed.  The  only 
record  brought  to  this  court  consists  of  the  findings  and 
decree  of  the  trial  court,  the  record  containing  neither  a 
bill  of  exceptions  nor  a  transcript  of  the  pleadings.  In 
this  condition  of  the  record  the  only  question  which 
can  be  determined  is  whether  the  judgment  is  in 
accordance  with  the  findings,  and  whether  the  several 
parts  of  the  decree  are  consistent  with  each  other.  The 
trial  court  found  that  on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1874, 
Edward  Creighton  died  without  issue  and  intestate,  seized 
of  certain  premises,  only  a  portion  of  which  are  described 
in  the  decree,  leaving  as  his  heirs  at  law  two  brothers  and 
the  children  of  a  deceased  brother.  It  further  appears 
from  the  findings  of  the  trial  court  that  John  A.  Creigh- 
ton, defendant  in  error,  was  appointed  administrator  of 
bis  brother's  estate,  and  that  he  filed  an  inventory 
of  bis  brother's  estate  in  the  probate  court  of  Doug- 
las county,  from  which  was  omitted,  apparently  by  mis- 
take, a  large  tract  of  land  situate*!  in  Douglas  county.  It 
further  appears  by  the  findings  that  John  A.  Creighton  as 
administrator  purchased  from  his  brother  Joseph  the  let- 
ter's undivided  interest  in  all  the  lands  of  which  his 
brother  died  seized,  paying  therefor  the  sum  of  $30,000.. 
It  appears  that  Joseph  Creighton  executed  deeds  of  con- 
veyance covering  his  share  of  the  lands  so  far  as  the  prop- 
erty was  at  that  time  known,  and  that  he  also  agreed  in 
writing  to  convey  his  interest  in  any  lands  that  might 
subsequently  be  discovered.  This  agreement  he  seems  to 
have  carried  out,  dying  many  years  thereafter,  leaving 
plaintiff  in  error,  a  daughter,  as  his  sole  heir  at  law.  The 
trial  court  further  found  that  Joseph  Creighton,  at  the 
time  he  entered  into  the  contract  with  his  brother  John  A., 
was  of  sound  and  contracting  mind,  and  that  he  had  full 
information  of  all  the  lands  of  which  Ms  brother  died 
seized,  except  the  tract  which  had  been  omitted  from  the 
inventory,  and  that  John  A.  Creighton  was  guiltless  of  all 
fraud  or  undue  means  in  procuring  the  contract  with 
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Joseph.  The  trial  court  adjudged  that  the  title  to  the 
land  which  was  not  described  or  included  in  the  inventory 
did  not  pass  to  John  A.  Creighton,  hut  remained  the  prop- 
erty of  Joseph,  or  his  heir,  plain ti if  in  error,  and  decreed 
that  John  A.  Creighton  held  the  title  to  such  lands  in 
trust  for  plaintiff  in  error,  and  by  the  decree  he  was  di- 
rected to  convey  such  lauds  to  plaintiff  in  error. 

It  is  contended  on  the  part  of  plaintiff  in  error  that 
John  A.  Creighton  held  a  fiduciary  relation  to  Joseph 
Creighton,  and  that  occupying  this  relation,  he  was  for- 
bidden to  make  the  purchase  mentioned,  and  that  his  fail- 
ure to  describe  the  inventory  was  a  fraud  which  vitiated 
and  voided  the  entire  contract;  and  further,  that  the  trial 
court,  having  sustained  this  contention  as  to  the  land 
omitted  from  the  inventory,  should  have  set  aside  the  con- 
veyance as  to  all  other  lands.  The  failure  of  the  trial 
court  to  take  this  action  is  the  only  error  assigned  or  com- 
plained of. 

We  are  utterly  unable  to  determine,  from  the  fragment 
of  the  record  brought  to  this  court  the  nature  of  the  plead- 
ings filed  by  plaintiff  in  error,  or  what  relief  was  de- 
manded. We  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  plain- 
tiff in  error  sought  a  rescission  of  the  entire  contract,  or 
merely  sought  a  reconveyance  of  that  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty omitted  from  the  inventory,  as  not  being  within  the 
knowledge  or  contemplation  of  the  parties  when  the  con- 
tract was  made.  It  may  be  conceded  that  certain  findings 
of  the  trial  court  tend  to  give  color  to  the  theory  of  plain- 
tiff in  error  that  the  petition  sought  a  rescission  of  the 
entire  contract,  and  it  is  upon  this  theory  that  counsel  for 
plaintiff  in  error  base  their  contention  that  the  trial  court 
in  avoiding  the  contract  as  to  the  property  not  discovered 
in  the  inventory,  should  have  voided  the  contract  in  toto, 
because  of  the  fiduciary  relation  subsisting  between  ven- 
dor and  vendee.  But  we  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that 
any  such  inference,  seemingly  warranted  by  some  of  the 
language  employed  by  the  trial  court,  would  fall  far 
short  of  that  affirmative  showing  of  error  required  by  the 
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well  settled  rule  in  this  court  that  error  must  affirmatively 
appear,  and  can  not  be  aided  by  presumptions. 

We  are  well  aware  that  transactions  such  as  that  under 
consideration,  occurring  between  administrator  and  heir, 
are  subjected  to  close  scrutiny  by  the  courts,  and  if 
tainted  by  fraud  or  concealment,  however  slight,  will  be 
set  aside.  But  in  the  case  at  bar,  it  must  be  conclusively 
presumed  that  there  was  no  fraud  on  the  part  of  John 
A.  Creighton,  the  absence  of  fraud  being  found  as  a 
matter  of  fact  by  the  trial  court.  We  have,  then,  this 
situation:  two  parties  capable  of  contracting,  one  the 
administrator,  the  other  the  heir;  a  contract  between  them 
by  which  the  heir  conveys  his  interest  in  a  large  amount 
of  property  to  the  administrator,  and  the  latter  pays  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  such  interest;  a  finding  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred  that  both  parties  labored  under 
a  mistake  as  to  certain  property  owned  by  the  vendor  or 
heir,  and  a  decree  of  a  court  of  equity  that  the  title  to 
the  undiscovered  property  passed  to  the  vendee  in  trust, 
and  was  so  held  by  him  for  the  benefit  of  his  vendor's 
heirs,  with  directions  to  the  vendee  to  convey  such  prop- 
erty to  the  vendor's  heir. 

The  contention  of  plaintiff  in  error  is  that  the  relief 
actually  granted  by  the  trial  court  under  this  state  of 
facts  is  tantamount  to  a  finding  that  the  contract  be- 
tween these  brothers,  the  one  heir  and  the  other  adminis- 
trator, was  per  se  void,  because  it  is  found  that  there  was 
an  omission  from  the  administrator's  inventory  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  deceased  brother's  estate;  that  this  omission, 
without  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  it  occurred, 
must  be  held  to  vitiate  the  contract  in  toto.  We  do  not 
think  the  rule  goes  to  the  extent  contended  for.  In  the 
absence  of  all  fraud,  misrepresentation,  or  intentional 
concealment,  as  in  this  case,  a  transaction  like  that  under 
consideration  may  be  permitted  to  stand  as  similar 
transactions  between  persons  sustaining  the  relation  of 
strangers  to  each  other.  And  if  by  mistake  the  grantor, 
conveyed  more  than  was  in  the  contemplation  of  either 
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party,  it  would  seem  that  equity  lias  power  to  conform 
the  contract  to  the  intention  of  the  parties  thereto,  direct- 
ing a  reconveyance  of  that  portion  not  intended  to  be 
conveyed. 

In  Story,  Equity  Jurisprudence  [13th  ed.],  section  154, 
it  is  said :  "Courts  of  equity  have  not  hesitated  to  enter- 
tain jurisdiction  to  reform  all  contracts  where  a  fraudu- 
lent suppression,  omission  or  insertion  of  a  material 
stipulation  exists,  notwithstanding  to  some  extent  it 
breakfl  in  upon  the  uniformity  of  the  rale  as  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  parol  evidence  to  vary  or  control  contracts; 
wisely  deeming  such  cases  to  be  a  proper  exception  to 
the  rule,  and  proving  its  general  soundness. " 

3  Pomeroy,  Equity  Jurisprudence,  section  1376,  in 
discussing  the  same  subject,  says:  "This  subject  has 
already  been  treated  under  the  head  of  mistake,  and  little 
more  need  here  be  said.  Equity  has  jurisdiction  to,  re- 
form written  instruments  in  but  two  well-defined  cases: 
(1)  Where  there  is  a  mutual  mistake, — that  is,  where 
there  has  been  a  meeting  of  minds — an  agreement  actually 
entered  into — but  the  contract,  deed,  settlement,  or  other 
instrument,  in  its  written  form,  does  not  express  what 
was  really  intended  by  the  parties  thereto." 

So  in  the  case  at  bar,  we  can  not  see  why  the  trial 
court  could  not  properly  and  correctly  find  that  the  real 
contract  entered  into  between  Joseph  and  John  A. 
Creighton  was  that  the  former  should  sell  and  the  latter 
bay  the  interest  of  Joseph  in  his  deceased  brother's  real 
estate  so  far  as  that  interest  was  at  the  time  known  to 
them;  and  that  John  A.  having  by  the  conveyance  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  possession  of  an  additional  amount  of 
property,  not  within  the  contemplation  of  either  party  to 
the  contract,  and  at  the  time  unknown  to  Joseph,  he 
Bhonld  in  equity  be  required  to  reconvey  such  additional 
property  either  to  Joseph  or  his  heirs.  And  the  trial 
court,  having  power  to  enter  such  a  decree,  it  must  be 
presumed,  in  the  absence  of  a  transcript,  that  such  decree 
was  properly  entered  upon  the  pleadings.    We  have  given 
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a  careful  consideration  to  the  question  presented,  and 
can  not  say  that  error  affirmatively  appears  in  the  record 
before  us.  It  is,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  former 
opinion  be  adhered  to,  and  that  the  judgment  of  the  trial 
court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CC,  concur. 

Judgment  below  reaffirmed.. 


Phoenix  Insurance  Company  of  Hartford,  Connecti- 
cut, v.  Cabl  Boehl  et  al. 

Piled  Jascaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,667. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal   and   Error:     Equity    and    Conscience   Absent    from   Bill* 

Where  a  bill  discloses  nothing  of  equity  and  still  leas  of  conscience 
a  Judgment  of  the  lower  court  dismissing  such  bill  will  be  affirmed. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Evidence.     Evidence  examined  and    hel&   suffi- 

cient to  sustain  the  Judgment  of  the  district  court. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.     Affirmed. 

Qeo,  W.  Wright,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

R.  L.  Keeater  and  J.  O.  Thompson,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  a  suit  in  equity  to  set  aside  an  order  of  con- 
firmation of  sale  in  a  mortgage  foreclosure  proceeding 
entered  by  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county,  Nebraska, 
on  the  20th  day  of  May,  1896.  The  petition  is  quite 
lengthy,  and,  if  it  contains  anything  at  all  that  would 
entitle  plaintiff  to  equitable  relief  it  arises  from  the  alle- 
gation of  fraud  and  imposition  charged  to  have  been 
practised  upon  the  court  by  defendants,  Claypool  and 
Cramer,  in  procuring  th#  order  sought  to  be  set  aside. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  petition  that  clearly  discloses 
the  manner  in  which  plaintiff  was  injured  by  the  order 
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which  it  seeks  to  have  set  aside.  The  defendants,  Cramer 
and  Claypool,  answered  this  petition  denying  that  the 
order  of  confirmation  was  procured  by  fraud  or  mis- 
representation, but  alleged  that  it  was  made  by  the  agree- 
ment of  all  the  parties  in  the  presence  of  the  court  in 
accordance  with  a  contract  entered  into  between  plaintiff 
and  defendants  and  no  exception  was  taken  to  the  order 
when  made  by  plaintiff's  attorney  who  was  then  present. 
The  testimony  introduced  at  the  hearing  shows  clearly 
and  unmistakably  that  the  order  complained  of  was 
entered  into  in  open  court  by  the  agreement  of  counsel 
of  plaintiff  and  both  defendants  and  that  it  was  made 
in  conformity  to  an  agreement  entered  into  by  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  defendant,  Claypool,  who  was  the  owner  of 
the  equity  of  redemption  of  all  the  mortgaged  premises 
except  one  lot  which  was  owned  by  the  defendant,  Cramer. 
The  evidence  showed  that  under  this  agreement  the  sale 
was  to  be  confirmed  on  all  the  mortgaged  property  except 
lot  1,  and  that  lot  1  was  to  be  released  in  consideration 
of  fiiOO,  which  was  paid  by  defendant,  Cramer,  to  the 
plaintiff  for  such  release  ami  that  after  confirmation  that 
the  plaintiff  was  to  quit-claim  the  premises,  with  the 
exception  of  lot  1,  to  defendant,  Claypool,  in  considera- 
tion of  his  paying  the  full  amount  of  plaintiff's  claim 
including  all  interest  and  costs  of  suit.  The  evidence 
shows  clearly  that  after  the  confirmation  was  entered  this 
agreement  was  carried  out  and  plaintiff  quitclaimed  the 
land  with  the  exception  of  lot  1  to  defendant,  Claypool, 
and  received  in  consideration  therefor  the  full  amount  of 
their  claim,  with  interest  and  costs.  The  court  found  the 
issues  for  the  defendants  and  dismissed  plaintiff's  peti- 
tion and  plaintiff  brings  error  to  this  court. 

As  we  view  it  this  record  discloses  little  of  equity  and 
still  less  of  conscience  in  this  proceeding,  and  we  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  .and  Podnd,  CO.,  concur. 

22  Affirmed, 
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Robert  McCarty  bt  al.  v.  Maky  E.  Morgan. 

Filed  Jancabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,685. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1  Appeal  and  Error:  NEW  Trial:  Motion  fob:  Indivisible.  Where 
two  or  more  parties  Join  In  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  the  motion 
Is  Indivisible  and  unless  It  should  be  sustained  as  to  all  It  must 
be  overruled  aa  to  all. 

2.  Replevin  Action  Without  Possession  of  Property:  Fobm  of  Judg- 
ment. Where  plaintiff  begins  an  action  of  replevin  and  falls  to 
procure  possession  of  the  property  sued  for,  but  continues  the 
action  as  one  for  damages,  an  alternative  Judgment  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  property  or  its  value  is  not  required. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Sheridan  county. 
Tried  below  before  Westoveb,  J.     Affirmed. 

Frank  J,  Kelley,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

O.  Patterson  and  W.  W.  Wood,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  an  action  of  replevin  originally  instituted 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  taken  by  appeal  to  the 
district  court  for  Sheridan  county,  Nebraska.  It  was 
stipulated  that  plaintiff  was  unable  to  procure  possession 
of  the  property,  and  the  action  by  agreement  proceeded  as 
one  for  damages.  Plaintiff  had  judgment  below  and  de- 
fendants bring  error  to  this  court 

The  alleged  errors  called  to  our  attention  in  the  brief 
of  plaintiffs  in  error  arise  largely  from  a  misconception 
of  the  record.  It  is  first  contended  that  the  court  erred 
in  not  dismissing  the  plaintiff's  appeal  because  no  appeal 
undertaking  was  filed  within  ten  days  of  the  trial  in  the 
justice's  court.  The  record  shows  that  the  trial  was  had 
in  the  justice's  court  on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1897 ; 
that  an  appeal  undertaking  was  filed  and  approved  on  the 
18tU  day  of  February,  1897,  and  that  a  transcript  was 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for 
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Sheridan  county,  Nebraska,  on  the  26th  day  of  February, 
1897.  This  then  was  sufficient  to  invest  the  district  court 
tor  Sheridan  county,  Nebraska,  with  jurisdiction  of  the 
subject-matter  of  the  controversy.  It  is  true  that  the 
record  shows  that  on  suggestion  of  a  diminution  of  the 
record  by  the  defendants  below  they  were  permitted  to 
file  a  corrected  and  supplemental  transcript  on  the  7th 
day  of  October,  1897;  but  the  filing  of  this  amended 
transcript  did  not  divest  the  district  court  of  the  juris- 
diction it  had  acquired  over  the  subject-matter  of  the 
controversy. 

It  is  next  contended  by  counsel  for  plaintiffs  in  error 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  sustain  the  judg- 
ment against  defendant,  Robert  McCarty,  although  there 
may  be  sufficient  to  sustain  the  judgment  against  his 
co-defendant,  the  Enlow  Cattle  Company.  If  this  conten- 
tion is  well  founded  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  two  de- 
fendants filed  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  jointly  in  the  court 
below,  for  it  is  the  established  rule  that  where  two  or 
more  parties  join  in  a  motion  for  a.  new  trial  the  motion 
i8  indivisible  and  unless  it  should  be  sustained  as  to  all 
it  must  be  overruled  as  to  all.  Mmick  v.  Huff,  41  Neb., 
516;  Gage  v.  Bloomington,  37  Neb.,  699;  Scott  v.  Chope, 
33  Neb.,  41. 

The  nest  objection  raised  is  that  the  judgment  was  not 
in  the  alternative;  but  where  an  action  in  replevin  is 
instituted  and  the  plaintiff  fails  to  obtain  possession  of 
the  property  replevied  and  prosecutes  the  action  as  one 
for  damage  there  is  no  reason  for  an  alternative  judgment. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 
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Jacob  Solace  bt  al.  v.  Osoar  B.  Ganson,  Administbatob 
of  the  Estate  of  Babbaba  Gans,  Deceased. 

Filed  Janttaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,687. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Judgment  fob  Costs:  Final  Obdeb.  A  mere  Judg- 
ment for  costs  is  not  a  final  Judgment  and  proceedings  in  error 
will  not  He  to  reverse  suck  Judgment. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Baker,  J.  Petition  in  error  dis- 
missed. 

Arthur  E,  Baldwin  and  John  H.  Grossman,  for  plain- 
tiffs in  error. 

Covell  &  Winter  and  G.  W.  Govell,  contra. 

Albbbt,  O. 

This  case  is  here  on  error.  The  judgment  complained 
of  was  rendered  in  an  action  brought  on  an  appeal  bond, 
and  us  a  judgment  for  costs  only.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
held  by  this  court  that  a  judgment  for  costs  is  not  a  final 
judgment  and  that  proceedings  in  error  will  not  lie  there- 
from. A  want  of  jurisdiction  would  render  an  examina- 
tion of  the  questions  raised  fruitless. 

We  recommend  that  the  petition  in  error  be  dismissed. 

Ambb  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 

Petition  in  bbbob  dismissed. 
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The  Omaha  Brewing  Association  v.  Herman  Tillen- 
burg. 


Appeal  and  Error:  Sufficiency  of  Petition  and  Evidence:  Pbe- 
ki-mitions.  Where  a  cause  1b  tried  to  the  court  and  there  la  a 
general  finding  for  the  plaintiff,  ff  any  cause  of  action  Is  stated 
and  there  le  evidence  thereon  sufficient  to  sustain  the  finding,  it 
will  be  presumed  that  the  court  proceeded  thereon  and  the  Judg- 
ment will  be  affirmed,  although  the  petition  attempts  also  to  state 
a  cause  of  action  of  a  different  nature  which  would  not  sustain 
a  recovery. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Madison  county. 
Tried  below  before  Robinson,  J.     Affirmed. 

Allen  &  Reed,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Potcers  &  Hayx,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

The  petition  alleges,  in  substance,  that  the  plaintiff, 
Tillenliurg,  sold  and  delivered  to  the  Omaha  Brewing 
Association,  defendant,  certain  saloon  furnitnre,  bar  fix- 
tores  and  stock,  and  as  part  payment  took  the  promissory 
note  of  one  Semler  for  $025  which  the  defendant  procured 
to  be  executed;  that  the  note  is  past  due  and  unpaid,  that 
the  defendant  upon  request  has  failed  to  pay  it,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  collected  of  Semler,  who  is  insolvent.  It  is 
further  alleged  that  at  the  time  of  the  sale  the  defendant 
agreed  to  secure  the  Sender  note  and  did  secure  it  by 
giving  a  lien  on  the  property  sold,  evidenced  by  a  written 
agreement  recited  m  the  petition  and  hereinafter  de- 
scribed; that  afterwards  the  defendant  took  possession 
of  said  property  and  sold  it  without  plaintiff's  consent 
and  converted  the  proceeds,  and  that  the  property  was 
of  the  value  of  f  1,000.  The  written  agreement  referred 
to,  after  reciting  the  acceptance  of  the  Semler  note  as 
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part  payment,  provides  that  "if  said  Semler  fails  or  re- 
fuses to  pay  said  note  or  any  part  thereof  *  *  *  said 
Tillenburg  shall  be  secured  by  the  contract  between  the 
Omaha  Brewing  Association  and  H.  Semler,  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Omaha  Brewing  Association,  according  to 
their  respective  claims."  It  is  not  easy  to  say  from  this 
petition  nor  from  the  brief  of  counsel  for  Tillenburg, 
whether  it  is  intended  to  state  a  cause  of  action  for  con- 
version of  property  upon  which  the  latter  had  a  lien  or 
for  recovery  of  the  balnrce  of  the  purchase  price,  the 
note,  taken  as  condition:1.!  payment,  being  uncollectible. 
The  plaintiff  in  error  takes  the  former  view,  and  if  such 
is  the  theory  on  which  the  judgment  was  rendered,  we 
do  not  think  it  can  stand.  There  is  no  allegation  that 
there  was  any  contract  between  Semler  and  the  defendant 
nor  as  to  the  manner  in  which  defendant  was  secured. 
The  agreement  recited  provides  that  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant shall  be  secured  "in  accordance  with  their  respective 
claims,"  evidently  contemplating  an  apportionment  of  the 
security  pro  rata.  But  it  is  not  alleged  whether  there  was 
or  was  not  money  owing  from  Semler  to  the  association, 
nor  is  there  anything  to  show  to  what  portion  of  the 
whole  security  plaintiff  was  entitled.  It  is  very  doubtful, 
therefore,  whether  the  petition,  as  far  as  any  cause  of 
action  for  conversion  is  concerned,  will  sustain  the  judg- 
ment rendered.  However  this  may  be,  the  evidence  is 
clearly  insufficient.  The  defendant's  agents  and  officers 
deny  positively  that  they  ever  had  any  contract  or  agree- 
ment with  Semler  by  way  of  security,  or  any  other  secu- 
rity. Semler  testifies  vaguely  to  some  sort  of  instrument, 
but  his  testimony  is  confused  and  uncertain,  not  only  as 
to  its  terms  and  nature,  but  as  to  its  very  existence.  It 
appears  that  Semler  owed  the  defendant  |500  or  |600  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  conversion,  and  as  the  property 
did  not  bring  much  more  than  this,  if  the  defendant  had 
held  a  mortgage  or  lien  of  some  sort,  plaintiff,  under 
his  agreement,  could  only  have  benefited  in  proportion 
to  the  "respective  claims,"  which  would  not  permit  re- 
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covery  of  much  more  than  half  the  sum  awarded  him. 
Bat  we  do  not  think  this  the  only  possible  view  as  to 
the  nature  of  the  cause  of  action.  Trial  was  had  to  the 
court,  and  a  general  finding  was  rendered  for  the  plain- 
tiff. Hence  we  cannot  be  certain  on  what  theory  the 
judgment  proceeds.  If  any  cause  of  action  is  stated  and 
there  is  evidence  thereon  sufficient  to  sustain  the  findings 
and  judgment,  the  presumption  is  that  the  lower  court 
proceeded  upon  it,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  affirm  such  judg- 
ment. The  allegation  of  further  facts  tending  to  show 
a  distinct  cause  of  action  of  another  nature,  so  long  as 
do  motion  was  made  for  separate  statement  and  no  ques- 
tions as  to  misjoinder  are  now  before  us,  would  not  be 
material.  A  good  cause  of  action  is  stated  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  purchase  price.  A  sale  to  the  defendant  is 
alleged,  the  taking  of  the  Sender  note  in  part  payment, 
and  the  non-payment  thereof  and  insolvency  of  Semler. 
Obviously  the  note,  executed,  as  it  is  alleged,  at  the  pro- 
curement of  defendant  and  taken  under  the  express  agree- 
ment to  see  it  paid,  was  only  conditional  payment,  and 
if  it  remained  unpaid,  plaintiff  could  recover  on  the 
original  indebtedness.  National  Life  Ins.  Go.  v.  Qoble, 
51  Neb.,  5.  We  do  not  see  that  any  additional  allegations 
were  needed  to  show  a  cause  of  action  of  this  sort.  The 
evidence  as  to  who  was  vendee  in  the  sale  is  conflicting, 
but  sufficient  to  sustain  a  finding  for  plaintiff.  Defend- 
ant's agent  testifies,  and  he  is  corroborated  by  one  of 
the  chief  officers  of  the  association,  that  plaintiff  sold 
directly  to  Semler  and  that  defendant's  agent  merely  as- 
sisted in  getting  the  purchaser  and  in  conducting  the 
negotiations.  The  plaintiff  testifies  positively  that  he 
sold  to  the  defendant;  that  the  defendant  put  Semler  in 
under  some  agreement  of  its  own  with  the  latter;  that 
he  refused  to  take  Sender's  note  or  look  to  Semler;  and 
that  defendant's  agent  told  him  he  could  rely  on  the  asso- 
ciation for  his  money  and  that  it  would  allow  him  the 
benefit  of  tbe  security  given  it  by  Semler.  Sender's  evi- 
dence is  inconclusive  and  uncertain,  but  much  of  it  goes 
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to  corroborate  plaintiff.  Two  other  witnesses,  present  at 
the  negotiations,  testify  that  the  defendant,  not  Sender, 
was  vendee.  The  language  of  the  agreement  appears  to 
indicate  the  contrary,  and  there  are  circumstances  on 
both  sides.  Taking  the  testimony  as  a  whole,  we  think 
a  trier  of  fact  might  fairly  find  that  there  was  a  sale  to 
the  defendant,  that  the  Semler  note  was  taken  in  con- 
ditional payment,  and,  as  that  note  is  uncollectible,  that 
plaintiff  should  recover.  The  petition,  as  has  been  seen, 
set  np  facts  sufficient  to  permit  recovery  on  such  finding. 
The  only  errors  argued  are  that  the  petition  fails  to 
state  a  cause  of  action  and  that  the  finding  and  judgment 
are  contrary  to  the  evidence.  We  are  not  bound  to 
examine  the  other  assignments.  It  is  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 


Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 


Affirmed. 


Thb  Omaha  Brewing  Association  v.  Herman  Tillbn- 
bukg. 

Filed  October  22,  1902.    No.  10,739. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Pleading:  Past  Payment  bt  Third  Parti:  Sufficiency  of  Petition. 
The  facts  stated  In  the  petition  set  out  In  the  opinion,  held,  In- 
sufficient to  constitute  a  cause  of  action. 

Reheaeing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  277. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Madison  county. 
Tried  below  before  Robinson,  J.  Former  opinion-  set 
aside  and  judgment  below  reversed. 

Alien  A  Reed,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Powers  &  Bays,  contra. 
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Albert,  C. 

This  case  is  before  us  on  rehearing.  The  former  hear- 
ing was  before  another  department,  whose  opinion  was 
filed  January  8,  1902,  and  reported  ante,  page  277.  In 
(he  district  court,  there  was  a  finding  and  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff  (the  defendant  in  error).  The  defendant 
brings  error. 

The  principal  question  presented  by  the  record  is 
whether  the  petition,  filed  in  the  district  court,  states  a 
cause  of  action.     The  petition  is  as  follows : 

"The  plaintiff  complains  of  the  defendant,  the  Omaha 
Brewing  Association,  and  for  cause  of  action  alleges : 

"1.  That  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1893,  the  plain- 
tiff sold  and  delivered  to  the  defendant,  the  Omaha  Brew- 
ing Association,  certain  saloon  furniture,  bar  fixtures  and 
stock,  for  the  sum  of  $1,375  and  as  part  payment  therefor 
the  defendant  procured  to  be  executed  and  delivered  to 
plaintiff  the  one  certain  promissory  note  of  the  defendant, 
Henry  Seroler,  which  note  is  in  the  words  and  figures 
following : 
"'$625.  Norfolk,  Neb.,  February  2,  1893. 

"  'On  or  before  August  1st  after  date  for  value  received 
I  promise  to  pay  to  the  order  of  IT.  Tillenburg  six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  with  interest  at  the  rate 
of  seven  per  cent,  from  date  until  paid. 

"  'Henry  Semlbr.' 

"2.  No  part  of  said  sum  mentioned  in  said  note  has  been 
paid,  although  long  since  past  doe,  and  there  is  now  due 
and  unpaid  thereon  the  sum  of  $625  and  interest  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent  per  annum  from  February  2,  1893, 
and  the  defendant,  the  Omaha  Brewing  Association, 
though  requested  has  not  paid  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  plaintiff  has  been  unable  to  collect  said  note 
from  said  Semler  who  is  insolvent. 

"3.  The  defendant,  the  Omaha  Brewing  Association, 
at  the  time  of  purchasing  said  saloon  furniture,  bar  fix- 
tores  and  Btock,  agreed  with  the  plaintiff  in  consideration 
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of  plaintiff  taking  the  said  Semler  note,  as  part  payment 
for  said  property  so  sold,  to  secure  the  said  note  to  plain- 
tiff, and  thereupon  agreed  to,  and  did  secure  the  same 
by  giving  the  plaintiff  a  lien  upon  the  said  property  so 
sold  to  insure  the  payment  of  said  note,  the  instrument 
evidencing  said  lien  is  hereto  attached  and  marked  exhibit 
'A.' 

"i.  The  defendant,  the  Omaha  Brewing  Association, 
thereupon  took  possession  of  said  property  so  sold,  and 
upon  which  it  had  given  the  plaintiff  a  lien  to  secure  the 
payment  of  said  note.  And,  thereupon,  and  without  the 
consent  of  plaintiff  sold  said  property  and  converted  the 
proceeds  thereof  to  its  own  use  and  benefit,  which  property 
was  of  the  value  of  $1,000.  And  said  defendant  has 
neglected  and  refused  to  pay  said  sum  of  money  evidenced 
by  said  note  or  any  part  thereof,  although  requested  so 
to  do. 

"Wherefore  plaintiff  prays  for  judgment  against  the 
defendant,  the  Omaha  Brewing  Association,  for  the  sum 
of  ?fi25  with  interest  thereon  from  February  2,  1893,  at 
the  rate  of  7  per  cent  per  annum  and  costs  of  suit." 

Exhibit  "A,"  referred  to  in  the  petition,  is  as  follows: 
"Exhibit  'A.' 

"Whereas,  IT.  Tillenburg  has  this  Jay  sold  his  saloon 
to  H.  Semler,  and  whereas,  said  Tillenburg  has  accepted 
for  said  saloon  one  certain  promissory  note  of  $625  signed 
by  said  IT.  Semler  as  part  payment 

"Now  if  said  Semler  fails  or  refuses  to  pay  said  note 
or  any  part  thereof,  it  ib  agreed  hereby  that  said  Tillen- 
burg shall  be  secured  by  the  contract  between  the  Omaha 
Brewing  Association  and  H.  Semler,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  Omaha  Brewing  Association  according  to  their  re- 
spective claims. 

"Norfolk,  February  2,  1893. 

"Omaha  Bbbwinq  Association, 

"Per  Henby  Heubens." 

It  is  not  easy  to  determine,  from  the  petition  just  set 
oat,  whether  the  plaintiff  sought  to  recover  for  a  con- 
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version  of  the  property  on  which  he  alleges  he  had  a  lien, 
or,  for  the  balance  duo  on  the  original  consideration  for 
which  the  property  was  sold.  As  to  the  former,  the  peti- 
tion is  clearly  insufficient.  The  only  allegation  tending 
to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  lien  on  the  property,  is, 
that  the  defendant  secured  the  note  by  giving  a  lien  on 
tie  property,  and  that  such  lien  is  "evidenced"  by  Exhibit 
"A."  There  is  no  allegation  of  the  existence  of  any  con- 
tract between  Semler  and  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff 
inmate  that  the  defendant,  having  made  the  contract  evi- 
denced by  Exhibit  "A"  is  estopped  to  deny  the  existence 
of  the  contract  between  itself  and  Semler  therein  men- 
tioned. The  answer  to  this  is  that  it  is  not  alleged  that 
Exhibit  "A"  was  executed  by  the  defendant.  The  mere 
fact  that  it  is  attached  to  the  petition,  and  purports  to 
have  been  signed  by  the  defendant,  tenders  no  issue,  and 
falls  far  short  of  charging  the  defendant  with  its  execu- 
tion. The  only'  allegation,  then,  that  the  plaintiff  had 
any  lien  or  interest  in  the  property  is  that  the  defendant 
gave  him  a  lien  thereon.  Such  allegation,  standing,  as 
it  does,  without  any  statement  of  the  facts  showing  a 
contract  between  the  parties-  whereby  such  lien  was 
created,  is  a  mere  conclusion  and  of  no  issuable  value. 
Cooper  v.  French,  62  la.,  531 ;  Each  v.  White,  85  N.  W. 
Rep.  [Minn.],  238;  Bloomingtcm,  Mining  Co.  v.  Seorles, 
49  Atl.  Rep.  [N.  J.],  543;  Bush  v.  Coler,  69  N.  Y.  Supp., 
770. 

That  the  petition  does  not  state  a  cause  of  action  on 
the  original  consideration,  to  our  minds,  is  equally  clear. 
We  recognize  thp  rule  that  the  note  of  a  third  party, 
given  in  settlement  of  a  debt,  does  not  operate  as  a  pay- 
ment of  such  debt,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  to 
that  effect  Berry  v.  Griffin,  69  Am.  Dec.  [Md.],  123, 
But,  in  our  opinion,  the  facts  pleaded  do  not  bring  the 
case  within  that  rule.  Its  application  is  limited,  we  think, 
to  cases  wherein  the  note  is  a  separate  and  independent 
transaction.  In  this  case  it  was  contemporaneous  with 
and  a  part  of  the  contract  of  sale.    The  petition,  taken  as 
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a  whole,  does  not  show  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  to  pay  f  1,375  for  the  property ;  on  the  contrary, 
it  shows  an  express  agreement  that  $625  of  that  amount, 
the  face  of  the  note,  was  to  be  paid  by  Semler.  He  was 
not  a  third  party,  in  the  sense  of  being  a  stranger  to 
the  contract  of  sale,  but  was  a  party  to  it,  as  shown  by 
his  agreement  to  pay  a  part  of  the  consideration.  To 
hold  the  defendant  liable  for  that  part  of  the  considera- 
tion which  the  parties  had  agreed  should  be  paid  by  Sem- 
ler, would  be  to  make  a  new  contract,  and  to  impose  a 
burden  on  the  plaintiff  which  was  not  within  the  con- 
templation of  the  parties  when  the  contract  was  mada 

In  our  opinion  the  petition  wholly  fails  to  state  a 
cause  of  action.  In  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  consider  the  other  assignment  relied  upon,  relating  to 
the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceed- 
ings according  to  law. 

Amos  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

'Judgment  below  reversed. 


William  D.  Lashmett,  appellee,  v.  John  Prall,  ap- 
pellant, ET  AL. 
Filed  Jantjabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,753. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

1.  BUI*  and  Hotel:    BONA  Fide:  Purchaser:    Definition.    The  Indorsee 

of  negotiable  paper  before  due  and  without  notice  of  defenses,  as 
collateral  security  for  an  antecedent  debt,  la  a  bono  fide  holder 
thereof  for  value  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  merchant 

2.  Fraudulent  Conveyances:  Indebtedness  op  Plaintiff  to  Defendant 

a  Defense.  To  an  action  by  a  Judgment  creditor  to  set  aside  con- 
veyances alleged  to  have  been  made  in  fraud  of  the  Judgment,  It 
Is  a  defense  that  the  plaintiff  is  indebted,  upon  simple  contract, 
to  the  Judgment  debtor  In  an  amount  equal  to  the  Judgment. 
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Appeal,  from  the  district  court  for  Lour  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kendall,  J.     Reversed  and  dismissed, 

0.  A.  Abbott,  for  appellant. 

In  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a  creditor's  bill  it  is  a 
proper  defense  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  is  justly  in- 
debted to  the  defendant  in  a  sum  largely  in  excess  of  the 
judgment  which  is  the  basis  of  such  an  action.  Doyle  v. 
Leitelt,  97  Mich.,  298;  Raymond  v.  Urecn,  12  Neb.,  215; 
Burge  v.  Qandy,  41  Neb.,  149 ;  ~$cxbitt  v.  Campbell,  5  Neb., 
429;  Walker  v.  Hedgmek,  8  Cal.,  398. 

A.  M.  Robbms  and  C.  /.  Bragg,  contra. 

In  equity,  in  order  to  entitle  a  claim  not  in  judgment  to 
be  set  off  against  a  judgment,  it  must  be  plead  and  proved 
that  the  person  against  whom  the  claim  is  sought  to  be 
set  off,  and  who  is  the  owner  of  the  judgment,  is  insolvent. 
Robbs  v.  Duff,  23  Cal.,  627;  Howard  v.  Chores,  20  Cal., 
277;  RusHcll  v.  Voniray,  11  Cal.,  93;  Naglee  v.  Palmer,  7 
Cal.,  543;  Thrall  v:  Omalia  Hotel  Co.,  5  Neb.,  295;  Rich- 
ardson p.  Doty,  44  Neb.,  73;  Waterman,  Set-off  [2d  ed.], 
sections  347,  348;  22  Am.  &  Eng.  Eucy.  Law  [1st  ed.],  449; 
Bogg  v.  Jefferson,  10  Wend.  [N.  Y.],  615;  gmith  v.  Briggs, 
9  Barb.  [N.  Y.],  252;  Firmenieh  v.  Bovce,  1  Hun  [N.  Y.], 
532;  Goddardv.  Stiles,  90  N.  Y.,  199;  Thorp  v.  Wcgcfnrth, 
56  Pa.  St,  82;  7  Wait,  Actions  and  Defenses,  526;  (Jay  v. 
Gay,  10  Paige  Ch.  [N.  Y.],  369;  Sidft  v.  Prouty,  64  N.  Y., 
545. 

Ames,  C. 

On  the  8th  day  of  October,  1896,  the  appellee,  William 
Lashmett,  recovered  a  judgment  for  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars and  costs,  against  the  appellant,  John  Prall,  in  an 
action  for  damages  for  tort.  Before  the  judgment,  but 
after  the  cause  for  action  arose,  Prall  had  conveyed  cer- 
tain lands  belonging  to  him  to  certain  of  his  relatives 
without  consideration.    Execution  having  been  issued  and 
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retnmed  unsatisfied  this  action  was  begun  to  set  aside 
the  conveyances,  and  subject  the  land  to  the  judgment.  As 
a  defense  to  this  action  Prall  pleaded  an  indebtedness  due 
to  himself  from  Lashmett  of  $2,505,  and  interest,  upon  a 
negotiable  promissory  note,  executed  by  the  latter  to  Sears 
Brothers,  a  partnership,  and  indorsed  and  delivered  for 
value  before  due  to  the  defendant.  In  reply  it  was  denied 
that  Prall  was  the  owner  of  the  note,  and  pleaded  that  at 
the  time  it  was  executed  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  be 
treated  merely  qb  a  memorandum  of  a  transaction,  by 
which  Lashmett  purchased  a  herd  of  cattle  from  Sears, 
the  animals  to  be  taken  to  Omaha  and  sold  and  Bettled  for 
at  the  sum  actually  obtained  for  them  at  the  sale.  It  was 
alleged  that  pursuant  to  this  agreement,  the  cattle  were 
sold  for  $2,100  and  a  settlement  made  between  the  par- 
ties, in  consequence  of  which  Lashmett,  after  deducting 
$  1,350  previously  due  to  him  from  Sears  Brothers,  paid 
the  residue  of  the  $2,100  to  the  latter,  thus  satisfying  the 
note  in  controversy.  It  is  further  alleged  that  Prall  had 
notice  of  these  facts  before  he  acquired  possession  of  the 
note,  and  it  is  denied  that  he  paid  value  for  it.  The  court 
made  no  general  finding  of  fact.  After  finding  that  the 
conveyances  hy  Prall  were  without  consideration  and 
void  as  to  his  creditors,  concerning  which  finding  there  is 
no  complaint,  he  found  that  an  agreement  as  to  the  use 
to  be  made  of  the  note  was  entered  into  between  Sears 
Brothers  and  Lashmett  substantially  as  pleaded,  and  that 
settlement  and  satisfaction  of  the  indebtedness  took  place 
between  the  parties  before  the  note  came  into  the  posses- 
sion of  Prall.  The  court  did  not  find  when  Prall  acquired 
the  note  or  whether  any,  or,  if  any,  what,  consideration 
he  paid  for  it,  bnt  it  was  found  that  Prall  was  not  an  in- 
nocent purchaser  of  the  instrument  because  of  having  re- 
ceived notice  concerning  it  through  his  agent,  one  John 
Wall.  From  the  evidence  preserved  in  the  bill  of  excep- 
tions it  appears  sufficiently  that  Prall  obtained  the  note 
before  its  maturity,  and  as  a  collateral  security  for  an 
indebtedness  exceeding  its  amount,  from  Sears  Brothers 
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to  himself.  It  is  not  disputed  that  Wall  was  at  one  time 
the  agent  of  Frail,  and  that  notice  to  him  concerning  the 
matter  was  effectual  aa  notice  to  his  principal.  A  few 
days  after  the  cattle  were  sold,  Prall  sent  Wall  to  Lash- 
mett, to  attempt  to  get  the  latter  to  pay  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  in  satisfaction  of  the  indebtedness  to  the  former. 
As  to  what  occurred  at  the  interview  Lashmett  and  Wall 
are  the  only  witnesses,  and  their  testimony  is  very  brief. 
Wall  testified  that  Lashmett  said  that  be  had  given  the 
note,  but  that  Sears  Brothers  were  owing  Mm  1 500,  which 
he  waB  entitled  to  have  and  should  require  to  have  cred- 
ited thereon,  before  he  would  pay  it  Lashmett  says  that 
the  note  was  not  mentioned  in  the  conversation,  and  that 
he  told  Wall  that  he,  Lashmett,  was  owing  Sears  Brothers 
|700,  or  such  a  matter,  and  refused  to  pay  him  anything, 
and  after  he  had  gone  away  the  witness  settled  with  Sears 
Brothers.  One  of  the  Sears  Brothers  was  present,  and, 
Lashmett  says,  told  him  not  to  pay  Wall  anything,  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  had  any  conversation  with  Wall. 
The  court  evidently  disposed  of  the  case  upon  the  as- 
sumption that  a  subsisting  indebtedness  of  the  plaintiff 
to  the  defendant  is  not  to  any  extent  or  degree  a  defense  to 
the  action  and  did  not  therefore  determine  especially  or 
otherwise  which  of  these  two  versions  of  the  interview  is 
the  more  accurate.  We  are,  consequently,  called  upon  to 
determine  that  question  for  ourselves,  and  in  the  light  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case  are  led  to  adopt  the 
former  of  them.  They  agree  in  the  respect  that  both  rep- 
resent Lashmett  as  admitting,  or  at  least  not  denying,  the 
validity  of  the  note  in  its  inception  and  its  continuing 
obligation  for  some  amount.  In  view  of  Buch  admission  we 
think  the  burden  was  upon  the  plaintiff  not  only  to  show 
the  extent  of  the  credit  thereon  to  which  he  was  entitled, 
but  that  having  had  an  opportunity  to  make  his  claims  in 
that  respect  known  to  the  defendant  through  his  agent, 
Wall,  he  made  a  full  and  fair  disclosure  of  them  and  with- 
held nothing  which  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  latter  to 
know.    Fair  dealing  required  at  least  this  much  at  his 
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hands.  That  he  did  not  so  conduct  himself  he  now  admits 
by  asserting  under  oath  that  even  his  admission  of  an 
indebtedness  of  $700  was  false.  This  fact  in  connection 
with  other  circumstances,  not  necessary  to  he  recited  in 
detail,  induce  us  to  prefer  the  testimony  of  the  apparently 
disinterested  witness,  Wall.  This  evidence  is  sufficient  to 
charge  Prall  with  notice  that  Lashmett  was  entitled  to  a 
credit  on  the  note  to  the  extent  of  $500,  hut  was  not 
enough  to  put  him  on  inquiry  as  to  any  other  of  the  mat- 
ters pleaded  in  the  reply  in  this  action.  The  indorsement 
upon  the  note  is  dated  as  of  March  12,  and  the  preponder- 
ance of  the  evidence  is  that  it  was  not  in  fact  made,  nor 
the  note  transferred,  until  after  the  settlement  between ' 
Lashmett  and  the  payees  on  March  19.  Thus  is  reached 
one  of  the  vital  points  in  the  case.  If  Prall  at  the  time 
the  note  was  transferred  to  him,  had  parted  with  a  present 
consideration  on  the  faith  of  it,  he  would  have  been  pro- 
tected by  the  familiar  rules  of  the  law  merchant  But  it 
is  conceded  that  he  accepted  it  as  collateral  security  for 
an  antecedent  indebtedness.  We  are  not  aware  that  this 
precise  point  has  ever  been  before  this  court.  The  cases 
of  Eelmer  v.  Commercial  Bank,  28  Neb.,  474;  Koehler  v. 
Dodge,  31  Neb.,  328,  and  Cropscy  v.  Averill,  8  Neb.,  151, 
were  all  instances  in  which  the  note  was  accepted  as  col- 
lateral security  for  an  indebtedness  then  created,  and  are 
supported  by  the  great  weight  of  authority  and  reason. 
But  in  Martin  v.  Johnston,  34  Neb.,  797,  it  was  held  that 
one  who  accepted  a  negotiable  note,  without  notice  of  de- 
fenses, in  payment  of  an  antecedent  debt,  was  a  bona  fide 
holder  for  value,  and  precisely  the  same  principles  must 
apply  to  one  who  receives  such  an  instrument  as  collateral 
security.  Such  is  also,  we  think,  the  weight  of  authority 
in  this  country  and  in  England.  Colebrook,  Collateral 
Securities,  section  18,  et  seq.,  and  notes.  Prall  is,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  be  regarded  as  an  innocent  holder  for 
value  of  the  Sears  Brothers'  note  to  the  extent  of  $2,005, 
and  interest,  but  it  is  urged  that  a  simple  contract  debt 
of  Lashmett  to  Prall  is  not  a  defense  to  the  action,  because 
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of  the  general  rule  that  each  a  debt  cannot  be  set  off  in 
equity  against  a  judgment.  This  rule  is,  however,  not 
applicable  to  the  case.  The  appellee  is  not  seeking  to  set 
off  his  note  against  the  judgment.  Should  his  defense  be 
upheld,  the  judgment  and  whatever  legal  processes  are 
provided  for  its  enforcement  would  remain  unimpaired. 
The  plaintiff  below  invoked  the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity, 
to  assist  him  in  the  collection  of  his  demand,  because,  he 
says,  he  is  without  remedy  at  law  for  the  enforcement  of 
a  just  claim,  but  if  in  truth  he  is  indebted  to  the  defendant 
in  a  sura  equal  to,  or  greater  than,  the  amount  of  the 
judgment,  the  legal  obstacles  which  he  asks  to  have  re- 
moved are  afflicting  him  with  no  injustice,  and  it  is  imma- 
terial by  what  instrument,  or  whether  by  any,  his  obliga- 
tion to  the  defendant  is  evidenced.  The  cane  would  be 
qnite  different  if  the  defendant  were  seeking  the  aid  of  a 
court  of  equity  to  restrain  the  collection  of  the  judgment 
by  execution,  or  if,  by  like  means,  he  was  seeking  to  pro- 
cure a  discharge  or  satisfaction  of  the  judgment.  He  is 
doing  neither,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  plaintiff  is  prose- 
cuting a  suit  in  equity  and  should  be  content  to  submit  to 
any  equitable  defense.  The  persons  to  whom  Prall  con- 
veyed his  lands,  are  the  natural  objects  of  his  bounty.  If 
Lashmett  is  justly  indebted  to  him  it  would  be  inequitable 
to  sacrifice  the  property  by  judicial  sale,  for  the  sole  rea- 
son that  the  note  in  question  has  not  been  reduced  to  judg- 
ment, and  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that  the  question  of 
Lashmett's  solvency  is  material.  The  note  could,  of  course, 
not  have  been  pleaded  as  a  set-off  in  the  action  for  tort. 

We  think  the  record  discloses  a  complete  defense  and 
it  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed  and  the  action  dismissed. 

Ddffib  and  Albbet,  CO.,  concur. 

Revebsed  and  action  dismissed. 
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Sabah  J.  0.  Claek,  appellee,  v.  Adam  Wolf,  appellant, 

ET  AL. 

Filed  Jahtjabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,764. 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Judicial  Bales:  Certificates  of  Ltenb:    Presumption  as  to  Time  of 

Filing.  Where  the  record  IB  silent  as  to  tbe  time  of  filing  copies 
of  the  certificates  of  Hens,  It  will  be  presumed  that  they  were 
duly  and  regularly  filed. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:  Judicial  Sales:    Irrmi.-i.aritieh.    A  sale  will  not 

be  set  aside  for  Irregularities  or  errors  not  prejudicial  to  the  party 
complaining. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Howard  county. 
Tried  below  before  Kendall,  J.    Affirmed. 

Bell  &  Robinson,  for  appellant. 

Henry  Nunn,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  confirmation  of  a  judicial 
sale  made  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  mortgage  foreclosure 
entered  by  the  district  court  for  Howard  county.  The  ap- 
pellant urges  as  an  objection  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
sale  that  no  copy  of  the  certificates  of  the  county  treas- 
urer, county  clerk  and  clerk  of  the  district  court,  of  liens 
upon  the  premises,  were  filed  in  said  cause  before  the  sale. 
The  record  contains  copies  of  the  application  of  the  sher- 
iff to  the  several  officers  above  named  for  liens,  together 
with  their  certificates,  but  is  silent  as  to  when  the  copies 
were  deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  Where 
the  record  is  silent  as  to  the  filing  of  copies  of  the  certifi- 
cates of  liens  it  will  be  presumed  that  they  were  duly  and 
regularly  filed.    Bostmck  v.  Keller,  62  Neb.,  815. 

It  appears  from  tbe  briefs  of  counsel  that  the  sheriff 
filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  before  the  adver- 
tisement, the  original  certificates  obtained  from  the  county 
officers,  above  named,  instead  of  copies.    There  is  nothing 
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in  the  record  from  which  this  fact  appears  and  we  can  not 
consider  it.  Moreover,  the  property  sold  for  two-thirds  of 
the  gross  valuation  placed  upon  it  by  the  appraisers  and, 
therefore,  no  possible  prejudice  resulted  to  the  appellant. 
A  sale  will  not  be  set  aside  for  irregularities  or  errors  not 
prejudicial  to  the  party  complaining.  Miller  v.  Lanham, 
35  Neb.,  886. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmed. 


Thi  Connecticut  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company, 
Trustee,  appellee,  v.  Geo.  W.  South  wick  et  al., 
Impleaded  with  George  A.  Kleckner  et  al.,  appel- 
lants. 

Fhxd  January  8,  1902.    No.  10,779. 
CommluIoner'B  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Appeal  and  Error:  Oo»rucnNa  Evidence. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Cedar  county. 
Tried  below  before  Evans,  J.  Affirmed. 

Alfred  G.  Strong,  for  appellants, 

J.  C.  Robinson,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  foreclosure  and  sale 
of  a  mortgage  upon  lands.  The  defense  is  payment.  The 
trial  court  was  met  at  the  threshold  of  the  controversy  by 
the  inquiry,  whether  the  person  to  whom  the  payment  was 
made  was  the  agent  of  the  mortgagee  with  sufficient  au- 
thority to  receive  it.  This  question  was,  by  a  general  find- 
ing of  all  the  issues  of  fact  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  an- 
swered in  the  negative.  We  have  examined  the  record  so 
far  as  to  ascertain  that  the  evidence  upon  this  point,  which 
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is  both  direct  and  circumstantial,  is  in  sharp  conflict  It 
is  the  settled  rule  of  this  court  that  in  such  a  case  the 
finding  of  the  trial  court  will  not  he  disturbed. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Duffle  and  Albebt,  CO.,  concur. 


Charles  Crockett  v.  Belle  Miller. 

Filed  January  8,  1902.    No.  10,782. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Evidence:  Fraud  Appearing  First  in  Defendant's  Evidence.  Where 

plaintiff's  evidence  falls  to  show  a  prima  facie  case,  but  defendant 
goes  on  without  objection  and  supplies  facts  which  In  connection 
with  that  evidence,  If  taken  as  true,  would  make  out  a  case  for 
plaintiff,  It  Is  not  error  to  permit  plaintiff  to  rebut  a  showing  as 
to  fraud  which  appears  for  the  first  time  In  defendant's  evidence. 

2.  Contract:   Oral  Evidence:    Rule  as  Between  Party  and  Stranger. 

Doctrine  as  to  Inadmissibility  of  oral  evidence  to  vary  a  contract 
has  no  application  as  between  a  party  to  It  and  a  stranger  where 
there  appears  no  estoppel  against  showing  the  truth. 

3.  Fraud:     Instructions:     Good  Faith  Presumed.     Instruction   that 

good  faith  Is  presumed  in  business  transactions,  and  fraud,  if 
alleged,  must  be  shown,  held,  correct,  as  applied  to  matters  In 
which  the  parties  do  not  appear  to  have  any  family  relationship. 

4.  Appeal  and  Error:    Instructions:    Underscoring  Words.     Under- 

scoring In  an  Instruction  the  words  bona  fide,  not  prejudicial  to  a 
party  alleging  fraud. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Knox  county.    Tried 
below  before  Robinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

L.  C.  Chapman,  John  R.  Says  and  E.  A.  Houston,  for 
plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  L.  Henderson,  8.  Draper  and  M.  F.  Harrington, 
contra. 
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Hastings,  C. 

The  first  error  now  complained  of  by  the  defendant  be- 
low, plaintiff  in  error  here,  is  irregularity  on  the  part  of 
the  trial  court  in  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  make  out  her 
ownership  of  the  property  replevied  by  evidence  intro- 
duced on  rebuttal.  It  is  also  claimed  that  the  verdict  is 
contrary  to  law,  and  not  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence 
in  that  the  plaintiff's  evidence  shows  at  most  only  a  joint 
title  in  plaintiff  and  her  husband,  while  she  replevied  the 
entire  interest.  It  is  also  claimed  that  there  was  error 
in  instructing  that  fraud  is  never  presumed,  but  must  be 
proved,  and  that  the  law  presumes  that  every  person 
transacts  business  in  good  faith,  and  that  the  burden  is 
upon  the  party  charging  fraud  to  establish  it.  There  is 
further  complaint  as  to  the  underscoring  of  the  words 
"tone  fide"  in  an  instruction. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  if  the  case  had  stopped  when 
plaintiff  rested,  her  title  to  the  goods  replevied  would 
have  remained  very  dubious  indeed.  Plaintiff's  evidence 
in  chief  consisted  of  the  testimony  of  the  defendant,  sher- 
iff, that  he  levied  upon  the  stock  of  boots  and  shoes  in 
question  under  an  execution  against  one  Joseph  Horkey; 
that  the  goods  were  taken  from  him  by  replevin,  and  that 
he  at  no  time  ever  bought  them  from  Belle  Miller,  plain- 
tiff. George  E.  Cheney  then  testified  that  he  owned  the 
lot  and  building  in  Oreighton  in  which  this  stock  of  goods 
was  kept;  that  he  leased  it  in  March  or  April  to  Belle 
Miller  or  to  Miller  &  Company,  which  he  said  was  the 
same  thing,  and.  that  she  paid  the  rent.  On  cross-examina- 
tion be  said  that  he  mnde  and  delivered  the  lease  to  I.  B. 
Miller,  her  husband;  that  he  received  the  rents  from  the 
hands  of  Joseph  Horkey,  defendant  in  the  execution  on 
which  the  goods  were  taken ;  that  the  stock  of  goods  was 
chiefly  that  which  Mr.  Horkey  had  formerly  owned,  but 
there  had  been  no  removal  of  it  from  the  building  since 
Horkey  owned  it ;  that  it  had  been  sold  on  mortgages  about 
February  5  to  a  Mr.  Bonesleel,  who  sold  it  to  the  Millers 
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about  March  20;  that  after  its  second  sale  Mr.  Ilorkey  and 
Mr.  Miller  were  there  about  a  week,  when  the  latter  left 
and  Horkey  had  hwu  in  charge  ever  since  until  the  levy 
in  June,  apparently  managing  the  stock.  Mrs.  Miller  lie 
said  was  not  there  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  so  far  as  he 
knew,  and  an  objection  was  sustained  to  the  question  as 
to  whether  she  had  been  there  since.  On  cross-examina- 
tion he  testified  that  the  rent  was  paid  by  checks  signed 
Miller  &  Company,  drawn  by  Mr.  Ilorkey.  I.  B.  Miller 
testified  to  the  authenticity  of  Mrs,  Belle  Miller's  signa- 
ture on  exhibit  "B,"  which  was  a  certificate  of  association, 
certifying  that  she  constituted  the  firm  of  Miller  &  Com- 
pany, whose  business  was  general  merchandizing  at 
Creighton,  Knox  county,  Nebraska.  This  certificate  and 
that  of  its  recording  on  May  19,  1897,  and  before  the  levy 
was  made,  was  introduced  and  plaintiff  then  rested. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  this  evidence  falls  decidedly 
short  of  establishing,  prima  fa-cie,  the  ownership  of  Mrs. 
Miller,  and  if  the  defendant  had  then  rested  his  case,  any 
judgment  against  him  would  have  to  be  reversed.  The 
evidence  simply  discloses  that  the  goods  when  seized  on 
the  writ  against  Mr.  Horkey  were  under  that  gentleman's 
apparent  control  in  a  building  leased  to  Miller  &,  Company 
in  which  Mr.  Horkey  was  carrying  on  a  merchandizing 
business  under  that  name.  There  is  not,  in  plaintiff's  tes- 
timony, any  indication  of  authority  on  the  part  of  Ilorkey 
to  act  for  Mrs.  Miller,  and  until  such  authority  was  proved, 
his  possession  could  not  be  treated  and  should  not  have 
been  recognized  as  that  of  plaintiff.  It  is  urged  on  her 
behalf  that  the  only  thing  needed  to  be  shown,  to  establish 
a  prima  facie  case  for  lier,  was  possession  of  the  goods  at 
the  time  of  their  seizure.  This  may  be  granted,  but  the 
evidence  falls  short  of  establishing  any  such  position.  To 
do  that  required  something  more  than  simply  a  showing 
that  the  goods  were  in  a  building  leased  to  plaintiff  and 
were  in  charge  of  a  former  owner  not  shown  to  have  any 
authority  from  her.  Defendant,  however,  did  not  permit 
the  matter  to  rest  there,  but  introduced  a  considerable 
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amount  of  evidence  to  show  that  on  January  7,  preceding 
this  levy,  a  large  stock  of  goods  owned  by  Joseph  Horkey 
previous  to  that  time  had  been  seized  under  a  couple  of 
chattel  mortgages  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Creigliton  and 
H.  E.  Bonesteel,  another  mortgage  or  two  placed  upon 
them,  and  had  been  Bold  at  foreclosure  sale  to  Bonesteel 
and,  by  Bonesteel,  a  portion  of  the  goods  embracing  those 
levied  upon,  sold  to  I.  B.  Miller,  who  was  claiming  to  act 
on  behalf  of  his  wife,  and  who  placed  ITorkty  and  a  brother 
of  the  wife  in  charge.  An  effort  was  made  to  show  that 
these  mortgages  were  fraudulent  and  the  possession  and 
sale  under  them  a  fraud  to  cover  Ilorkey's  property 
against  attacks  by  his  creditors,  and  the  sale  to  Miller  a 
sham.  Evidence  was  admitted  in  rebuttal  of  defendant's 
proof,  and  hence  the  complaint. 

The  complaint  seems  not  well  founded.  While  there 
seems  to  have  been  nothing  in  the  evidence  in  chief  which 
required  the  defendant  to  go  on,  nevertheless,  when  he  did 
go  on,  and  produced  Ma  evidence,  which  supplemented  that 
of  plaintiff  in  the  particular  in  which  it  was  lacking,  it 
became  competent  for  plaintiff  to  rebut  that  portion  of 
defendant's  evidence  which  tended  to  indicate  fraud  in  the 
transactions  shown  by  him.  The  court  does  not  seem  to 
have  gone  outside  of  the  evidence  given  by  defendant  in 
admitting  the  rebuttal,  and  the  main  error  relied  upon  for 
the  reversal  of  this  case  can  not  be  found  in  it. 

The  verdict  must  also  be  held  to  be  sustained  by  suffi- 
cient evidence.  So  far  as  this  point  is  concerned  the  com- 
plaint is  that  the  bill  of  sale  made  by  Bonesteel  was  to 
plaintiff  and  her  husband,  and  it  is  objected  that  that  in- 
strument was  conclusive  and  evidence  inadmissible  to 
show  that  the  actual  title  was  conveyed  to  plaintiff  alone, 
and  also  that  the  evidence  taken  as  a  whole  does  not  show 
such  title  It  is  true  that  there  is  a  doctrine  that  when 
the  parties  to  an  agreement  have  reduced  it  to  writing  that 
writing  shall  be  deemed  conclusive  in  any  dispute  between 
them  as  to  what  the  agreement  was.  But  it  does  not  seem 
that  the  defendant  here  can  claim  any  such  conclusive- 
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ness  in  regard  to  this  instrument  made  between  other 
parties.  The  sole  question  is  one  of  intention  between 
them,  and  so  far  as  defendant  is  concerned  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  importance  to  him  as  between  plaintiff  and  her  hus- 
band on  what  terms  or  for  what  consideration  or  by  what 
means  the  sole  title  to  these  goods  was  transferred  from 
her  husband  to  plaintiff,  if  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action  she  had  it.  No  denial  is  tendered  of  testimony 
going  to  show  that  when  this  bill  of  sale  was  made  the 
arrangements  between  plaintiff  and  her  husband  were  not 
completed,  but  that  before  the  transaction  was  completed 
and  the  consideration  paid,  it  was  agreed  that  the  wife 
should  hold  the  title. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  discuss  the  instructions 
complained  of.  The  first  one,  No.  2,  is  as  follows :  "Fraud 
is  never  presumed  but  must  be  proved.  The  law  presumes 
that  every  person  transacts  business  honestly  and  in  good 
faith,  and  the  burden  of  proving  fraud  is  on  the  party 
who  charges  fraud.  In  this  case  the  burden  of  proving 
fraud  is  on  the  defendant."  This  instruction  seems  a  fair 
statement  of  the  law  in  this  case  in  which  we  are  not  deal- 
ing with  transfers  between  members  of  the  same  family. 
The  complaint  that  the  presumption  of  good  faith  is  there 
stated  as  being  conclusive  is  certainly  not  tenable. 

The  objection  that  in  setting  out  the  nature  of  defend- 
ant's claim  by  instruction  No.  3,  the  words  "bono  fide"  are 
underscored  is  certainly  no  better.  That  the  jury's  atten- 
tion was  thereby  particularly  challenged  to  the  proposi- 
tion that  plaintiff  was  claiming  good  faith  can  hardly 
have  prejudiced  the  defendant,  when  they  were  also  told 
distinctly  the  nature  of  defendant's  claim  to  the  contrary. 
The  emphasizing  the  idea  of  good  faith  can  hardly  assist 
in  the  perpetration  of  fraud. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
trial  court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpateick,  CO.,  concur. 
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E.  W.  Mubphy  v.  Phelix  Sampson. 

Filed  January  3,  1902.  No.  10,798. 
Commissioner's  opinion.  Department  No.  1. 
■taster  and  Servant:  Breach  of  Contract:  Quantum  Meruit.  Where 
a  party  hires  himself  to  another  for  a  fixed  period,  and  leaves 
the  service  before  the  expiration  of  hie  term,  though  without. fault 
on  the  part  of  the  employer,  he  may  recover  the  value  of  the  serv- 
lcea  as  upon  quantum  meruit,  less  such  damages  as  the  employer 
may  have  sustained  by  the  breach  of  the  contract 

Eekoe  from  the  district  court  for  Lincoln  county.  Tried 
below  before  Grimes,  J.    Affirmed. 

T.  C.  Patterson,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Hoagland  &  Hoagland,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

This  action  was  originally  commenced  in  the  county 
court  for  Lincoln  county  by  Phelix  Sampson  against  E.  W. 
Murphy  to  recover  the  value  of  certain  services  performed 
by  the  plaintiff  for  the  defendant  as  a  farm  laborer.  In 
the  county  court  there  was  judgment  for  the  plaintiff. 
The  defendant  appealed  to  the  district  court,  where,  npon 
trial,  the  plaintiff  again  recovered  judgment  for  ?28.30 
and  costs.  To  review  this  judgment  the  defendant  has 
brought  error  to  this  court 

There  is  a  Berious  dispute  between  the  parties  as  to 
what  their  contract  was.  Plaintiff  claims  that  he  agreed 
to  work  for  the  defendant  as  a  farm  laborer  for  a  period 
of  three  months,  commencing  May  8,  1897,  for  which  he 
was  to  receive  his  board,  |5  in  money  or  clothing  and  a 
horse  worth  |60;  that  after  he  had  worked  sixty  days  he 
discovered  that  the  horse  which  the  defendant  proposed 
to  give  him  was  a  very  inferior  animal  and  was  not  worth 
to  exceed  $25.  The  plaintiff  also  claimed  that  he  was  mis- 
treated by  the  defendant,  whom  the  testimony  shows  was 
a  profane  and  violent  man  and  much  given  to  curbing  his 
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men,  especially  if  anything  went  wrong.  For  these  rea- 
sons plaintiff  abandoned  the  contract,  and,  being  unable 
to  get  any  settlement  out  of  the  defendant  for  the  work  he 
had  performed,  brought  thiB  action.  The  defendant  on 
the  other  hand  claims  that  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  perform 
three  months'  service  as  a  farm  hand,  commencing  June  8, 
1897,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  his  board,  $5  in  money 
or  clothing  and  a  certain  horse  called  "Cap."  and  that 
nothing  was  said  or  agreed  upon  as  to  the  value  of  the 
horse.  There  is  also  a  dispute  as  to  the  length  of  time  the 
plaintiff  worked.  The  plaintiff  says  he  worked  from  May 
8  to  July  8,  while  the  defendant  claims  the  plaintiff 
worked  from  June  8  to  July  22. 

It  is  contended  by  the  defendant  that  the  contract  be- 
ing an  entirety,  that  plaintiff  should  work  three  months 
•  for  the  horse,  and  defendant  being  ready  and  willing  to 
perform  the  contract  on  his  part,  that  plaintiff  by  aban- 
doning the  contract  without  just  cause  has  forfeited  his 
right  to  recover  anything  for  his  work.  There  are  many 
authorities  which  sustain  this  position.  Indeed  nearly 
all  of  the  older  authorities  do,  but  we  think  a  majority  of 
the  later  cases  sustain  the  doctrine  that  where  a  servant 
has  in  part  fulfilled  his  contract  for  personal  services, 
he  may  recover  qitantum  meruit  from  his  master,  deduct- 
ing therefrom  such  damages  as  the  master  may  have  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  the  breach  of  the  contract.  This  rule 
is  recognized  in  Parcell  v.  McComber,  11  Neb.,  209.  In 
that  case  McComber  had  agreed  to  work  for  Parcell  for 
one  year  from  October  1, 1870,  for  the  sum  of  $195.  After 
working  five  months  he  quit  and  brought  suit  to  recover 
the  value  of  his  services.  It  was  held  that  he  could  re- 
cover the  actual  value  of  his  labor,  not  exceeding  the  rate 
agreed  upon  less  any  damages  which  had  been  sustained 
by  Parcell  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  McComber  to  work 
the  entire  year.    IJuriholdcr  v.  Burl-holder,  25  Neb.,  270. 

The  leading  case  which  sustains  the  foregoing  proposi- 
tion is  Britton  v.  Turner,  6  N.  17.,  481.  There  the  plaintiff 
had  contracted  to  work  for  the  defendant  for  a  year  for 
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the  sum  of  $100  but  he  left  the  defendant's  employment 
after  working  for  him  for  about  nine  months  without  the 
consent  of  the  defendant  and  without  good  cause.  It  was 
held  that  he  could  recover  on  quantum  meruit,  less  such 
damages  as  the  defendant  might  have  sustained  by  the 
breach.  Duncan  v.  Baker,  21  Kan.,  99;  Bycrlee  v.  Men- 
del, 39  la..  382;  Wolf  v.  Gerr,  43  la.,  339.  In  McClay  v. 
Hedge,  18  la.,  66,  Judge  Dillon,  who  wrote  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  used  the  following  language: 

"The  controversy  is,  whether  in  such  a  case  he  may  re- 
cover as  upon  a  quantum  meruit.  This  question  was  set- 
tled in  this  state  by  the  case  of  1'ixler  v.  Nichols,  8  la., 
106,  which  distinctly  recognized  and  expressly  followed 
the  ease  of  Britton  v.  Turner,  6  N.  H.,  481.  That  cele- 
brated case  has  been  criticised,  doubted  and  denied  to  be 
sound.  It  is  frequently  said  to  be  good  equity,  but  bad 
law.  Yet  its  principles  have  been  gradually  winning  their 
way  into  professional  and  judicial  favor.  It  is  bottomed 
on  justice,  and  is  right  upon  principle,  however  it  may  be 
upon  the  technical  and  more  illiberal  rules  of  the  common 
law,  as  found  in  the  older  cases." 

The  court  instructed  the  jury  in  harmony  with  the 
rules  above'  announced,  both  with  respect  to  the  theory  of 
the  defendant,  which  was  that  the  horse  "Cap."  was  to  be 
given  for  the  service  of  plaintiff,  and  also  with  respect  to 
the  theory  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  horse  he  was  to  receive 
was  to  be  worth  $60. 

We  have  examined  the  instructions  and  the  evidence  and 
can  find  no  prejudicial  error  in  the  record  and  therefore 
recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be 
affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpateick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Sullivan  Savings  Institution,  appellant,  v.  Abnold  D. 
Shabp  ett  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Jahuaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,807,. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:    Conflicting  Evidence  on  Appeal     When  the 

evidence  la  fairly  conflicting,  or  where  the  case,  as  made  by  the 
evidence,  la  ouch  that  reasonable  minds  might  fairly  differ  as  to 
the  correct  and  proper  conclusion  to  be  drawn  therefrom,  a  find- 
ing of  fact  made  by  the  trial  court  will  not  be  disturbed  on  ap- 
peal.   Booth  v.  Kegster,  62  Neb.,  704,  87,N.  W.  Rep.,  532,  followed. 

2.  Mortgagee:   Right  to  Release  Disputed:    Liability  of  MObtqaoex. 

A  mortgagee  Is  not  liable  for  a  failure  or  refusal  to  release  a 
mortgage,  when  the  right  of  the  person  demanding  such  release 
Is  a  disputed  question. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Chase  county.  Tried 
below  before  Nokbis,  J.  Affirmed  in  part,  reversed  in 
part. 

Flansburg  &  Williams,  for  appellant. 

N.  K.  Griggs,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  a  suit  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  real  estate 
mortgage.  The  petition  was  in  the  ordinary  form.  The 
answer  of  the  defendant,  The  Chase  County  Land  &  Live 
Stock  Company,  admitted  the  execution  and  delivery  of 
the  mortgage  by  its  grantors,  defendants,  Sharp  and  wife, 
and  pleaded  payment.  The  answer  also  asked  for  damages 
on  a  counter-claim  against  the  plaintiff  because  of  its  al- 
leged failure  to  release  the  mortgage  after  the  payment 
and  demand  made  by  the  answering  defendant  for  such  re- 
lease. There  was  a  finding  for  the  defendants  by  the  court 
below  and  a  judgment  entered  cancelling  the  mortgage  of 
plaintiff  and  also  a  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of  defend- 
ant on  its  counter-claim  for  ?100  damage  for  the  alleged 
failure  and  refusal  of  the  plaintiff  to  release  the  mortgage 
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on  demand  of  defendants  after  payment  had  been  made. 
From  this'jitdgment  plaintiff  has  appealed  to  this  court. 
The  only  question  called  to  our  attention  in  the  brief 
of  appellant  is  the  contention  that  the  judgment  is  not 
sustained  by  sufficient  evidence.  The  trial  proceeded  be- 
low largely  on  a  stipulation  of  facts  and  a  stipulation  as 
to  what  the  evidence  would  be  of  the  material  witnesses 
for  both  plaintiff  and  defendants.  By  agreement  this  stip- 
ulation was  offered  in  evidence  and  admitted  bv  the  trial 
court  as  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses.  It  appeared 
without  dispute  in  the  testimony  that  the  loan  in  contro- 
versy was  made  by  C.  C.  Burr  of  Lincoln  to  the  defendants, 
Sharp  and  wife,  and  that  Burr  at  that  time  was  acting  as 
the  agent  of  the  plaintiff  in  making  loans  in  Nebraska.  It 
alBo  appears  without  controversy  that  all  the  coupons  on 
the  note  were  paid  either  by  Sharp  or  the  defendant,  The 
Chase  County  Land  &  Live  Stock  Company,  to  C.  C.  Burr, 
and  that  such  coupons  so  paid  were  returned  to  the  de- 
fendants. It  also  appears  that  at  or  about  the  time  of  the 
maturity  of  the  note  the  defendant,  The  Chase  Couuty 
Land  &  Live  Stock  Company,  paid  the  note  in  full  and  the 
last  coupon  due  thereon  to  C.  C.  Burr,  and  that  the 
coupon  was  returned  to  this  defendant  but  the  note  and 
mortgage  were  not.  It  also  appears  from  the  stipulation 
of  the  parties  without  any  dispute  that  Burr  was  per- 
mitted not  only  to  collect  coupons  for  interest  due  on 
plaintiff's  loans  but  be  was  permitted  to  collect  the  prin- 
cipal of  said  loans  and  to  reinvest  and  Tcloan  the  money 
so  collected  for  the  plaintiff.  The  testimony  conflicts  with 
reference  to  Burr's  authority  to  collect  money  on  notes 
and  coupons  that  had  not  been  delivered  to  him  by  the 
plaintiff.  According  to  the  testimony  admitted  as  that  of 
the  witness,  Burr,  he  had  this  authority;  but  according  to 
the  testimony  admitted  as  that  of  the  witness,  Farwell, 
the  president  and  western  manager  of  the  plaintiff,  Burr 
wag  only  permitted  to  collect  and  reinvest  such  money 
of  the  plaintiff  as  was  collected  from  notes  and  coupons 
Bent  to  him  by  plaintiff.    It  was  admitted  in  the  stipula- 
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tion  that  after  the  collection  by  Burr  of  the  Dote  Bued  on 
in  this  controversy  he  had  a  settlement  with  Farwell  for 
the  money  he  had  collected  for  the  Sullivan  Savings  In- 
stitution and  had  not  remitted  and  that  he  executed  mort- 
gages on  over  30,000  acres  of  real  estate  and  also  on  city 
property  in  the  city  of  Lincoln  to  secure  the  payment  of 
over  $40,000  of  the  moneys  that  he  had  collected  and 
failed  to  remit  It  is  stipulated  that  Burr  will  swear  that 
this  settlement  was  made  from  a  schedule  which  he  pre- 
pared and  submitted  to  Parwell  of  all  the  loans  which 
be  had  collected  for  the  plaintiff  and  had  not  remitted 
at  the  time  of  this  settlement  and  that  this  schedule  con- 
tained the  note  sued  on  in  this  controversy.  TbU  schedule 
is  attached  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  stipulation  as  to 
Burr's  testimony.  It  is  stipulated  on  the  contrary  that 
Farwell  would  testify  that  the  settlement  that  he  made 
with  Burr  was  only  for  loans  which  had  been  forwarded 
by  plaintiff  to  Burr  for  collection  and  did  not  include  the 
loan  in  controversy.  The  other  testimony  admitted  was 
largely  corroborative  either  of  the  theory  of  Burr  or  of 
Farwell  aa  to  the  scope  of  Burr's  agency  and  was  about 
evenly  balanced  in  this  respect 

•  We  think,  that  in  this  state  of  the  record  we  can  apply 
to  this  case  with  much  propriety  the  language  used  by 
Holcomb,  J.,  in  the  case  of  Booth  v.  Kesaler,  62  Neb., 
704,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  533,  when  he  says:  "We  incline  to  the 
view  that,  as  established  by  the  evidence,  it  is  a  case 
where  reasonable  minds  might  very  properly  differ  as  to 
the  proper  conclusions  to  be  drawn  therefrom,  and,  if 
so,  we  are  not  warranted  in  disturbing  the  finding,  even 
though  we  might  be  of  the  opinion  that  a  different  con- 
clusion than  that  reached  by  the  trial  court  might  be  more 
proper.  The  rule  is  that  in  appeal  and  a  trial  de  novo  the 
findings  of  the  district  court  will  not  be  disturbed  unless 
they  cannot  be  reconciled  with  any  reasonable  construc- 
tion of  the  testimony.  Gadsden  v.  Phelps,  37  Neb.,  590, 
56  N.  W.  Rep.,  314." 
We  therefore  conclnde  that  so  far  as  the  court  found 
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generally  for  the  defendants  and  directed  a  cancellation 
of  the  mortgage  its  judgment  should  be  affirmed,  but  on 
the  question  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  sus- 
tain the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  on  defendant's  coun- 
ter-claim for  damages  we  are  unable  to  find  any  testimony 
in  the  record  which  we  think  sufficient  to  sustain  this 
judgment.  We  think  the  clear  weight  of  authorities  sus- 
tains the  proposition  that  a  mortgagee  is  not  liable  for  a 
failure  or  refusal  to  release  a  mortgage,  when  the  right  of 
the  person  demanding  such  release  is  a  doubtful  question. 
Lane  v.  Frake,  70  111.  App.,  303;  Benton  v.  Stever,  69 
Mo.  App.,  136;  Parkea  v.  Porker,  57  Mich.,  57. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  rendered  on  defendants'  counter-claim  for  dam- 
ages be  reversed  and  that  defendants'  counter-claim  for 
damages  be  dismissed;  and  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  finding  generally  for  the  defendants  and  dis- 
missing plaintiff's  petition  and  directing  the  cancellation 
of  plaintiff's  mortgage  on  the  land  in  controversy  be 
affirmed. 

Shmwtck  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  rendered  on  defend- 
ants' counter-claim  for  damages  is  reversed  and  the  de- 
fendants' counter-claim  for  damages  is  dismissed,  and  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  finding  generally  for  the 
defendants  and  dismissing  plaintiff's  petition  and  direct- 
ing the  cancellation  of  plaintiff's  mortgage  on  the  land 
in  controversy  is  affirmed. 

Affirmed  in  part,  reversed  in  part. 


NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [UNOFFICIAL. 

r.  Churchill. 


WlLU    J.    FOKENGA,   APPELLANT,    V.    THOMAS    CUUEOHTLL, 


Filed  Januaby  8,  1902.     No.  10,811, 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Highways:    Authority   or   Couhtt   Board   to   Construct   Culvert. 

On  the  facta  stated,  held,  that  the  county  board  had  authority 
to  direct  the  road  overseer  to  place  a  culvert  across  a  highway  In 
his  district, 

2.  Highways:    Obdeb  to  Build  Culvert:    Designation  of  Place.    It  1b 

not  necessary  In  such  order  to  designate  the  specific  point  on  the 
highway  at  which  such  culvert  Is  to  be  placed. 

3.  Highways;    Enjoining  Construction  of  Culvert:    Subfacx  Waters. 

In  an  action  to  enjoin  the  construction  of  such  culvert,  the  ques- 
tion ia  not  whether  it  would  divert  the  surface  drainage  from  Its 
natural  course  to  the  plaintiff's  injury,  and,  if  so,  whether  it  was 
the  beat  and  most  advantageous  means  of  disposing  of  such  water, 
but  whether  such  culvert  was  reasonably  necessary  to  a  proper 
maintenance  of  the  road. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  fop  Johnson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Letton,  J.    Affirmed. 

M.  B.  C.  True,  for  appellant 

L.  C.  Chapman,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

The  appellant  brought  this  action  against  the  appellee, 
Ihe  overseer  of  highways  of  a  certain  road  district,  to  en- 
ioin  the  placing  of"  a  culvert  across  a  highway  adjoining 
ihe  plaintiff's  land.  The  petition  alleges  in  substance, 
that  the  defendant  is  the  acting  overseer  of  road  district 
No.  14  of  Johnson  county  and  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  free- 
holder of  said  connty  and  is  the  owner  of  the  north  half 
of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  4,  township  5,  range 
9  west;  that  a  duly  laid  out  highway  extends  along  the 
section    line  running  between   said  section  and  section 

4.  within  said  road  district;  that  the  northern  and  larger 
portion  of  the  north  half  of  said  section  5  slopes  to  the 
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east,  towards  the  said  land  of  the  plaintiff;  that  during 
and  after  heavy  rainfalls,  a  large  amount  of  water  rushes 
down  the  eastern  slope  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  section 
5,  towards  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff;  that  the  said  road 
district  has  heretofore  dag  a  ditch  along  the  western  side 
of  said  road,  which  is  sufficient,  if  kept  clear  of  obstruc- 
tions, to  take  all  the  water  that  may  fall  upon  said  north- 
east quarter  of  section  5,  and  adjoining  land,  toward 
Hooker' creek  on  the  south,  except  a  small  amount  that 
may  fall  to  the  north,  towards  the  south  fork  of  the  Great 
Nemaha  river;  that  said  ditch  terminates  near  the  south- 
west corner  of  plaintiff's  land,  and  can  be  extended  fur- 
ther south  so  that  it  will  discharge  its  entire  flow  of  water 
into  Hooker  creek  without  any  damage  to  any  lands  along 
said  road;  that  the  defendant  has  threatened  to  put  a 
culvert  across  said  road,  between  the  southern  half  of 
plaintiff's  land  and  section  5,  through  which,  if  made,  the 
waters  from  the  northern  half  of  said  section  5  will 
flow  upon  the  lands  of  this  plaintiff  on  section  i,  and 
greatly  damage  said  lands;  that  the  place  where  the  de- 
fendant threatens  to  put  said  culvert  is  not  the  natural 
water  way  nor  the  place  where  the  water  would  naturally 
flow;  that  said  culvert  is  unnecessary;  that  there  is  a 
natural  water  way  across  said  road,  near  the  south- 
western corner  of  plaintiff's  land,  where  such  culvert  may 
be  placed  advantageously;  and  that  the  defendant's 
threats,  if  carried  into  effect,  would  result:  in  great  and 
irreparable  damage,  for  which  the  plaintiff  has  no  atte- 
nuate remedy  at  law. 

The  defendant  answered,  admitting  that  he  was  threat- 
ening to  place  the  culvert  across  the  road  as  charged  in 
the  petition,  but  averred  that  he  was  acting  by  virtue  of 
an  order  of  the  county  commissioners,  as  follows:  "Emil 
Kopelin,  overseer  of  highways  in  road  district  No.  14,  is 
hereby  directed  to  put  in  two  culverts  on  the  section  line 
between  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  5,  ranee  9,  John- 
son county,  Nebraska,  the  same  being  the  section  line  and 
road  involved  in  the  action  of  Churchill  v.  Beethe  (48 
24 
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Neb.,  87).  The  clerk  is  directed  to  give  said  overseer 
orders  to  carry  this  order  into  effect"  The  answer  also 
contains  a  general  denial  of  all  allegations  in  the  petition 
not  admitted.  The  court  found  for  the  defendant,  and 
entered  a  decree  accordingly. 

The  appellant  contends  that  the  order  of  tlie  county 
commissioners  is  insufficient,  to  justify  the  defendant  in 
constructing  the  proposed  culvert,  for  the  reason  it  does 
not  designate  the  location  with  sufficient  certainty,  and  for 
the  further  reason,  that  the  overseer  alone  should  deter- 
mine the  location  of  culverts.  Section  1,  chapter  78,  Com- 
piled Statutes,  1901,  reads:  "The  county  board  has 
a  general  supervision  over  the  public  roads  of  the  county, 
with  power  to  establish  and  maintain  them  as  herein  pro- 
vided, and  to  see  that  the  laws  in  relation  to  them  are  car- 
ried into  effect" 

Section  76,  of  the  same  chapter,  so  far  as  is  material  at 
present,  is  as  follows:  "In  counties  not  under  township 
organization  the  road  tax  shall  be  paid  in  cash.  One- 
half  of  all  moneys  paid  into  the  county  treasury  from  the 
several  road  districts  in  discharge  of  road  tax  shall  con- 
stitute a  county  road  fund  which  shall  be  divided  equally 
between  the  commissioner  districts  and  shall  be  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  county  commisioner  in  his  district  for  the 
general  benefit  of  the  county  roads  therein;  provided  that 
the  other  one-half  of  all  moneys  so  paid  into  the  county 
treasury  from  the  several  road  districts,  in  discharge  of 
road  tax,  and  all  cash  labor  tax  shall  constitute  a  district 
road  fund,  and  shall  be  expended  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners in  the  road  district  from  which  it  was  collected, 
for  the  following  purposes:  First — for  the  construction 
and  repair  of  bridges  and  culverts,  and  making  the  fire 
guards  along  the  line  of  roads.  Second — for  the  payment 
of  damages  of  the  right  of  any  public  road.  Third — for 
the  payment  of  wages  of  overseers,  and  for  the  expense  of 
procuring  the  necessary  tools.  Fourth — for  the  payment 
of  wages  of  commissioners,  of  roads,  surveyor,  chalnman, 
and  other  persons  engaged  in  locating  or  altering  any 


VOL  2]  JANUAEY  TERM,  1902.  307 

Fokenga  v.  Churchill. 

comity  road,  if  the  road  be  finally  established  or  altered 
as  hereinbefore  provided.  Fifth — for  work  and  repairs 
on  roads." 

Prom  the  sections  jnst  quoted,  we  think  it  clear,  that 
the  county  board  may  direct  the  overseer  to  make  improve- 
ments in  the  highways  of  bis  district,  including  the  con- 
struction of  culverts.  As  to  the  details,  we  are  equally 
clear  that  much  may  and  should  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  overseer.  He  is  supposed  to  be  on  the  ground  and 
familiar  with  the  roads  in  his  district,  and  their  condi- 
tion and  needB.  The  precise  place  at  which  a  culvert 
shall  be  placed  is  purely  a  matter  of  detail,  and  the  fail- 
ure of  the  county  board  to  designate  it  does  not  invali- 
date the  order.  Were  it  proposed  to  construct  a  culvert 
under  contract  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  section 
83  of  the  same  chapter,  a  different  question  might  arise. 

The  appellant's  theory  of  this  case,  as  gathered  from 
the  pleadings  and  the  evidence,  is,  that  the  proposed  cul- 
vert will  divert  the  surface  water,  to  his  injury,  and  that 
such  culvert  is  not  the  best  means  of  disposing  of  such 
water,  and  is  unnecessary.  Considerable  evidence  was 
received  in  support  of  this  theory.  On  the  other  hand, 
several  witnesses  produced  by  the  defendant  testified  in 
effect,  that,  before  the  road  was  graded,  such  surface 
water  was  largely,  if  not  wholly,  carried  off  through  a 
ditch  or  swale  extending  across  the  road  at  the  pro- 
posed location  of  the  culvert,  and  to  other  facts  tending 
to  show  that  the  construction  of  the  culvert  at  that  place 
was  reasonably  necessary  and  proper  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  highway.  Hence,  even  should  we  adopt  ap- 
pellant's theory  of  the  case,  the  rule,  that  the  finding  of 
the  trial  court  on  conflicting  evidence  will  not  be  die- 
tarbed,stands  as  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the  relief  sought 
by  this  appeal.  Besides,  the  question  before  the  trial 
court  was  not  whether  the  proposed  culvert  would  divert 
the  surface  drainage  from  its  natural  course  to  appel- 
lant's injury,  and,  if  bo,  whether  it  was  the  best  and  most 
advantageous    means  of  disposing   of  such    water,    but 
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whether  such  culvert  was  reasonably  necessary  to  a 
proper  maintenance  of  the  road.  Churchill  v.  Beethe,  48 
Neb.,  87.  On  that  point,  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  is 
abundantly  sustained  by  the  evidence.  The  law  in  regard 
to  surface  water  is  discussed  at  some  length  in  the  briefs. 
Our  failure  to  go  into  that  subject  at  greater  length  arises 
from  no  lack  of  interest,  but  from  the  belief  that  what 
has  already  been  said  disposes  of  the  case. 

We  recommend  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court  be 
affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


The  German  Insurance  Company  of  Prebpobt,  Illinois, 
v.  Henry.  Stiner. 

Filed  January  8,  1902.    No.  10,818. 
Commies  Ion  or1  a  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:   Pleadings:    Motion  to  Strike  fbom  Reply.    It  la 

not  error  to  overrule  a  motion  to  strike,  which  Includes,  to- 
gether with  some  matter  which  should  have  been  stricken  out  of 
a  reply,  other  matters  which  embody  a  proper  reply. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Ifstxuottotts:    Exceptions.     Instructions  can 

not  be  reviewed  in  this  court  unless  the  record  shows  they  were 
passed  upon  by  the  trial  court  and  an  exception  taken  to  the 
rulings  thereon. 
S.  Insurance:  Evidence:  Watvkb:  IireTKUorioNe.  Evidence  held  to 
warrant  the  submission  to  the  Jury  of  question  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  insurance  company  was  aware  of  facts  as  to  conditions 
of  the  policy  at  the  time  of  the  acts  relied  upon  as  a  waiver,  and 
Instruction  No.  5,  set  out  in  the  opinion,  held,  to  properly  submit 
that  question. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

Smith  &  Olmstead,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

h.  B.  Stiner  and  Tibhetts  Bros.  &  Morey,  contra. 
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Hastings,  C. 

July  18, 1893,  the  plaintiff  below  and  defendant  in  error 
here  took  out  a  policy  of  insurance  in  the  sum  of  |2,000 
in  the  defendant  company,  insuring  plaintiff's  farm 
dwelling  house  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,  farm  barn  and  shed 
adjoining  in  the  sum  of  another  $1,000,  against  loss  by 
fire,  from  Jnly  15,  1893,  to  July  15,  1898.  September  17, 
1897,  the  barn  was  destroyed  by  fire.  The  next  morning 
the  plaintiff  notified  H.  O.  Smith,  of  Lexington,  through 
whom  the  insurance  had  originally  been  effected,  and  he 
at  once  notified  the  insurance  company  at  Freeport,  111., 
of  the  loss.  On  Sept.  28,  the  adjuster  of  the  company  went 
to  Lexington,  went  to  the  real  estate  records  of  the  county 
and  procured  a  certified  copy  of  a  mortgage  made  in  1894, 
of  f  700,  upon  the  eighty  acres  of  land  on  which  the  barn 
was  situated.  This  mortgage  seems  to  have  been  still  in 
force  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  but  was  paid  just  before  the 
institution  of  this  action.  The  policy  contained  the  pro- 
vision "if  the  property  shall  hereafter  become  mortgaged 
or  incumbered  *  *  *  without  consent  indorsed  hereon 
then  *  *  *  this  policy  shall  be  null  and  void."  The 
adjuster  after  procuring  a  copy  of  the  mortgage  went  to 
plaintiffs  home,  found  him  away,  but  later  met  him  a 
couple  of  miles  from  his  home,  asked  bim  to  go  to  Lexing- 
ton that  night  to  settle  the  matter;  Lexington  being  about 
nine  miles  away.  Plaintiff  repaired  to  Lexington  that 
evening  and  found  the  adjuster  at  the  lumber  yard  ascer- 
taining the  amount  of  the  lumber  that  went  into  the  barn. 
Prom  there  they  went  to  the  hardware  store  and  found  it 
closed.  They  then  went  to  the  adjuster's  room  at  the 
hotel,  where  a  proof  of  loss  was  made  out  and  plaintiff 
was  sent  to  look  for  a  notary.  Not  finding  one  readily 
they  took  plaintiff's  buggy  and  started  toward  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  town  to  a  notary's  residence  where  the 
proof  of  loss  was  sworn  to.  The  proof  of  loss  contained  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  there  had  been  no  transfer  or 
incumbrances  or  change  of  ownership  or  occupancy  since 
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the  issuance  of  the  policy.  After  the  execution  of  this 
proof,  the  adjuster  aBked  the  plaintiff  whether  there  was 
a  mortgage,  and  was  informed  that  there  was  one.  Also 
inquired  whether  the  plaintiff  had  permission  to  make  a 
mortgage  and  was  told  that  he  had  none.  Some  dispute 
appears  in  the  testimony  as  to  what  further  happened ; 
plaintiff  claiming  that  the  adjuster  thereupon  told  him 
he  had  sworn  falsely  in  making  the  proof  and  had  thereby 
forfeited  his  claim,  but  the  plaintiff  also  admits  that  the 
adjuster  claimed  the  policy  was  void,  because  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  mortgage.  The  adjuster  denies  charging 
the  plaintiff  with  having  sworn  falsely.  An  arrangement 
seems  to  have  been  made  on  that  occasion  whereby  the  ad- 
juster was  to  procure  f500  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  plain- 
tiff indorsed  his  policy  and  surrendered  it.  Subsequently 
the  adjuster  seems  to  have  written  a  receipt  for  $500  over 
plaintiff's  signature,  and  within  three  or  four  days  of  the 
interview  at  Lexington  sent  the  plaintiff  a  draft  for 
$500.  A  part  of  the  arrangement  of  settlement  at  Lexing- 
ton had  been  that  the  policy  shonld  be  reinstated  with 
reference  to  the  house.  A  few  days  after  the  draft,  what 
is  termed  by  the  parties,  a  mortgage  slip,  consenting  to 
the  placing  of  incumbrances  to  the  extent  of  $700  was  sent 
to  plaintiff.  In  the  meanwhile  plaintiff  had  become  dis- 
satisfied with  his  settlement,  had  retained  the  draft  with- 
out cashing  it,  and  in  fifteen  or  twenty  days  caused  it  to 
be  returned  to  the  defendant's  adjuster  with  a  demand 
for  the  return  of  the  policy  and  for  payment  in  full.  Pay- 
ment was  not  made,  and  an  action  was  begun  on  the  policy 
to  recover  its  full  amount.  It  is  alleged  in  the  petition 
that  the  policy  had  been  surrendered  on  the  representa- 
tion of  defendant's  agent  that  it  was  needed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  indorsing  the  payment  of  loss  thereon,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  attaching  the  mortgage  clause  as  to  the  remain- 
ing property.  The  insurance  and  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty is  not  questioned.  Damage  to  plaintiff  is  denied,  and 
the  requesting  of  proofs  on  its  part,  and  that  they  were 
furnished  by  plaintiff,  and  the  lapse  of  sixty  days  since 
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sach  proof,  and  all  indebtedness  are  denied.  The  an 
Bwer  also  sets  op  the  incumbrance  clause  of  the  policy 
and  its  violation  and  that  thereby  the  policy  became 
void.  Plaintiff  replied  that  the  answer  stated  no  de- 
fense; that  the  mortgage  was  no  increase  of  the  risk 
as  the  land  was  worth  orer  $5,000;  that  the  mortgage 
was  placed  on  the  premises  with  the  full  knowledge 
of  defendant's  local  agent;  that  plaintiff  had  a  large 
amount  of  other  property,  and  a  note  secured,  by  the 
mortgage  was  signed  by  his  wife,  who  also  had  large 
property  interests,  and  that  the  mortgage  was  made  at 
plaintiffs  instance,  the  mortgagee  being  satisfied  with  the 
unsecured  note  of  plaintiff  and  wife.  This  matter  was  all 
stricken  out  of  the  reply  on  defendant's  motion.  So  also 
were  certain  allegations  as  to  defendant's  obtaining  the 
policy  by  false  charges  of  perjury  and  procuring  an  agree- 
ment for  a  settlement  by  such  means.  There  was  left, 
however,  in  the  reply  the  following  allegations : 

"Plaintiff  further  alleges  that  with  full  notice  then  and 
there,  of  all  the  foregoing  facts,  said  Rowntree  refused  to 
pay  said  loss,  on  the  sole  ground  that  plaintiff  had  com- 
mitted perjury,  and  afterwards  with  full  knowledge  of  all 
tie  foregoing  facts,  defendant  sent  plaintiff  a  slip  to  be 
attached  to  said  policy,  consenting  to  said  mortgage,  and 
making  any  loss  thereunder,  as  to  other  property  covered 
by  said  policy,  payable  to  the  mortgagee,  in  said  seven  hun- 
dred dollar  mortgage,  but  refused  to  return  said  policy  to 
plaintiff,  though  the  premium  thereon  has  been  paid,  and 
said  policy  is  in  full  force  and  effect,  and  belongs  to  plain 
tiff,  but  still  withholding  said  policy,  sent  an  order  drawn 
by  said  Rowntree  on  defendant,  for  the  sum  of  Ave  hun- 
dred dollars  ($500),  offering  the  same  in  full  satisfaction 
of  said  loss,  which  offer  was  by  plaintiff  refused,  and  said 
order  returned. 

"Plaintiff  further  alleges  that  said  Rowntree  has  since 
the  return  of  said  order  made  frequent  offers  to  settle  said 
loss  for  an  amount  largely  below  the  amount  named  in 
said  policy,  basing  his  reasons  therefor  on  the  ground  that 
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the  Iosb  sustained  was  not  in  fact  equal  to  the  amount 
named  in  said  policy,  and  claiming  that  defendant  had  a 
right  to  rebuild  said  barn  and  could  not  be  forced  to  pay 
full  amount  named  in  said  policy,  and  by  reason  of  the 
premises  aforesaid,  and  by  its  negotiations  for  the  settle- 
ment of  said  loss,  defendant  has  waived  and  has  become 
estopped  from  interposing  as  a  defense,  said  alleged  for- 
feiture of  said  policy." 

It  is  probable  that  a  large  part  of  each  of  these  para- 
graphs should  have  been  stricken  out  as  pleading  evidence, 
and  some  of  it  inadmissible  evidence,  instead  of  the  ulti- 
mate facts.  Failure  to  strike  out  matter  is,  however,  not 
reversible  error  unless  prejudice  has  been  caused.  Lin- 
coln Mortgage  &  Trust  Go.  v.  Hutching,  55  Neb.,  158; 
Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Go.  v.  Oyster,  58  Neb!,  1.  Nor  is  it 
error  to  overrule  a  motion  which  is  too  broad  in  its  scope. 
tfrrvith  v.  Meyers,  54  Neb.,  lj  Zimmerer  v.  Fremont  Nat. 
Hank,  59  Neb.,  661.  Plaintiff  was  entitled  to  put  up  the 
plea  of  waiver  of  the  forfeiture  on  this  insurance  policy, 
lint  not  to  set  up  all  the  evidentiary  facts  going  to  show 
such  waiver.  The  motion  makes  no  distinction  between  the 
proper  and  necessary  portions  of  these  paragraphs  and  the 
improper,  but  strikes  at  them  all,  and  it  was  not  error  to 
overrule  it. 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  admission  in  evidence  of  the 
draft,  but  that  was  especially  excluded  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  jury  by  the  instructions  of  the  court.  Coun- 
sel also  complain  of  the  admission  in  evidence  of  conver- 
sations and  transactions  of  compromise  which  took  place 
after  the  plaintiff  in  error  had  declared  the  policy  void. 
In  our  opinion  the  complaint  is  not  well  taken,  because 
the  question  whether  or  not  the  defendant  had  declared 
the  policy  void  is  among  the  issues  and  is  disputed  in  the 
evidence.  The  negotiations  for  a  settlement  are  not  ad- 
missible as  independent  evidence  to  establish  a  claim  but 
specific  portions  of  them  which  tend  to  indicate  that  the 
defendant  after  having  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
the  mortgage  treated  the  policy  as  valid  and  in  force  would 
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be  admissible  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  that  fact 
wholly  independent  of  any  question  as  to  whether  such 
admission  and  such  treatment  of  the  policy  as  valid  oc- 
curred during  negotiations  for  a  settlement  or  under  other 
circumstances.  1  Greenleaf,  Evidence  [16tb  ed.],  section 
192. 

Complaint  is  made  that  the  court  refused  to  submit 
special  findings.  We  can  not  find  from  the  record  any- 
thing going  to  show  that  they  were  refused  by  the  court, 
and  if  they  were  we  can  not  see  that  the  refusal  was  error. 
They  were  two  in  number  and  the  second  one  related  to 
matter  wholly  outside  of  the  issues,  as  they  were  finally 
settled  by  the  court. 

Complaint  '.$  made  of  the  refusal  of  instructions  asked 
by  the  defendant,  but  the  record  is  silent  as  to  whether 
they  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  court,  and  there 
appears  no  exception  to  their  refusal,  if  they  were  refused. 
There  is  nothing  to  indicate  such  refusal. 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  third  instruction  given  by  the 
court,  which  was  endeavoring  to  state  the  issues  raised  by 
the  plaintiff's  reply.  We  suppose  the  point  of  the  objec- 
tion is  that  it  includes  among  the  issues  raised  by  that  re- 
ply the  making  of  efforts  at  settlement  for  less  than  the 
amount  of  the  policy.  This  is  merely  stated,  as  being 
claimed  by  the  reply,  and  seems  to  have  been  cured  by  the 
subsequent  instructions  of  the  court  as  to  the  effect  of  such 
efforts  in  striking  out  from  the  consideration  of  the  jury 
the  $500  draft.  The  jury  was  told  to  disregard  such  evi- 
dence. • 

The  real  question  in  the  case  is  raised  by  the  objections 
to  the  fifth  instruction  given  by  the  court,  which  instruc- 
tion is  as  follows : 

"A  party  to  a  contract  containing  stipulations  releas- 
ing him  from  liability  thereon,  is  at  liberty,  if  he  sees  fit, 
to  not  insist  on  said  conditions  but  to  waive  the  same ;  but 
in  order  that  the  act  of  such  party  shall  constitute  a 
waiver,  he  must  act  with  full  knowledge  of  the  existence  of 
the  conditions  releasing  him.    And  if,  with  a  full  knowl- 
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edge  of  the  circumstances  releasing  him,  he  continues  to 
treat  the  contract  as  of  binding  force  and  induce  the  other 
party  to  act  in  that  belief,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have 
waived  the  conditions  releasing  him. 

"And  in  this  case,  if  the  plaintiff  has  established  by  a 
preponderance  of  the  evidence,  that  the  defendant  com- 
pany was  notified  of  the  loss  of  said  barn,  and  that  in  pur- 
suance of  said  notice,  it  sent  to  the  home  of  the  plaintiff 
its  state  agent  and  adjuster  for  the  purpose  of  settling  and 
adjusting  said  loss,  and  if  such  adjuster  before  going  to 
the  home  of  the  plaintiff,  had  full  knowledge  of  the  ex- 
istence of  said  mortgage,  and  that  the  same  was  placed 
on  the  property  without  the  consent  of  the  company  and 
with  this  knowledge  intentionally  gave  plaintiff  to  under- 
stand that  he  was  willing  and  ready  to  pay  the  loss  in  full, 
and  induced  plaintiff  to  come  from  his  home  to  the  city 
of  Lexington  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  pay  for  said 
loss,  and  induced  plaintiff  to  assist  in  making  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  said  building,  and  induced  plaintiff  to 
make  and  furnish  proof  of  said  loss  as  provided  by  the 
terms  of  said  policy  of  insurance,  this  conduct  by  said 
agent  of  defendant  would  be  sufficient  to  establish  the 
claim  of  plaintiff's  that  the  said  condition  of  forefeiture 
in  the  policy  had  been  waived  by  the  defendant  company. 
And  if  you  find  that  each  and  all  of  these  facts  have  been 
established  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  it  would 
then  be  your  duty  to  find  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of 
$1,000  with  interest  thereon  at  seven  per  cent  from  Sep- 
tember 29, 1897." 

This  instruction,  however,  is  not  open  to  the  objection 
urged  against  it.  It  does  not  assume  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  the  adjuster  either  as  to  the  existence  of  the  mort- 
gage or  as  to  the  non-consent  of  the  company  to  its  being 
placed  upon  the  property.  It  does,  however,  indicate  that 
the  facts  as  to  calling  for  proof  of  loss  which  had  been 
testified  to  by  plaintiff  would  amount  to  a  waiver  of  the 
forfeiture,  if  the  adjuster  had  such  knowledge.  It  is 
not  claimed  that  this  is  error.    There  is  certainly  evidence 
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to  sustain  the  finding  of  the  jury  that  the  adjuster  had 
such  knowledge,  ample  to  warrant  the  court  in  submitting 
that  question. 

The  only  fact  which  Mr.  Rowntree,  the  adjuster,  claims 
he  did  not  know  in  reference  to  the  matter  was  whether 
or  not  a  special  permission  to  place  this  mortgage  upon 
the  property  had  been  given.  There  is  certainly  evidence 
in  the  record  tending  to  show  that  the  defendant  had 
knowledge  of  the  facts  amply  sufficient  to  put  him  upon 
his  guard  on  this  point,  among  them  his  procuring  a  cer- 
tified copy  of  the  mortgage  before  visiting  the  plaintiff, 
and  his  own  testimony  as  to  the  practice  of  the  company' 
in  attaching  copies  of  such  permissions  to  the  application. 
It  is  impossible  to  conclude  that  this  verdict  is  not  sup- 
ported by  evidence  as  to  the  knowledge  of  defendant  con- 
cerning the  terms  of  its  own  contract,  and  there'  is  no 
question  at  all  that  the  facts  as  to  the  mortgage  had  been 
obtained  by  Mr.  Rowntree  from  the  record  before  any 
of  these  facts  which  are  claimed  to  constitute  a  waiver 
occarred. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kibkpatriok,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Whitfield  Sanfobd,  appellee,  v.  John  Anderson  bt  al., 

APPELLANTS. 
Filed  Jaituabt  8, 1901.-  No.  10.S16. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Mortgagee:  Forkclosumc  Error  in  Apfratbai,:  Effect.  An  error, 
In  appraising  real  estate  for  Judicial  sale,  whereby  a  deduction  Is 
made  (or  liens  that  have  bees  satisfied  or  merged  In  the  decree, 
le  error  without  prejudice,  where  the  property  sold  for  more  than 
two-thirds  Its  gross  valuation. 

1  Mortgages:    Foreclosure:    Ton  iob  Objxctiohs  to  Appraisal,    All 
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S.  Appeal  and  Error:  Jurisdiction.    On  the  facts  stated,  heJd,  the  trial 
court  had  Jurisdiction  to  enter  the  decree  assailed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saunders  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Affirmed. 

B.  E.  Hendricks  and  B.  H,  Somborger,  for  appellants. 

M.  B.  Reese,  contra. 

■  Albbbt,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
real  estate  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  The  first  reason 
urged  for  a  reversal  is,  that  the  appraisers  improperly 
deducted  two  liens  from  the  gross  value  of  the  property ; 
one  of  which  was  a  tax  lien,  included  and  merged  in 
the  decree,  the  other,  a  mortgage  which  had  been  pre- 
viously satisfied.  That  these  liens  were  improperly  de- 
ducted became  known  at  the  time  of  the  sale;  and  the 
plaintiff,  thereupon,  bid  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  gross 
valuation  of  the  property  and  it  was  sold  to  him.  As 
the  property  was  sold  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  its 
gross  valuation,  that  certain  liens  were  improperly  de- 
ducted, by  the  appraisers,  worked  no  prejudice  to  the 
defendants.  La  Selle  v.  Nicholls,  56  Neb.,  458;  Bern- 
heimer  v.  Earner,  59  Neb.,  733,  82  N.  W.  Rep.,  18. 

2.  It  is  next  urged,  that  the  tax  lien,  included  in  the 
decree,  covered  only  a  portion  of  the  land,  and  that  such 
portion  was  not  separately  appraised.  The  answer  to 
this  is,  that  no  such  objection  was  lodged  against  the  ap- 
praisement until  after  the  sale.  The  rule,  settled  by  an 
unbroken  line  of  decisions,  is,  that  all  objections  to  the 
appraisement,  to  be  available,  must  be  made  before  sale. 
Bernhcimer  r.  Hamer,  supra. 

3.  It  is  urged,  lastly,  that  as  the  decree  is  based,  In 
part,  on  a  cross-petition,  filed  after  the  answer  day,  and 
as  no  summons  issued  thereon,  the  court  had  no  jurisdlc- 
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tion  over  appellants,  as  to  such  cross-petition,  and  the 
decree  based  thereon,  for  that  reason,  is  void.  The  rule 
invoked  by  appellants  has  no  application  to  the  facts 
in  this  case.  The  appellants  filed  a  demurrer  to  plaintiff's 
petition;  while  a  demurrer  was  pending,  the  cross-petition 
was  filed;  the  demurrer  was  submitted  to  the  court  on 
the  same  day  the  cause  was  submitted  on  the  petition, 
cross-petition  and  the  evidence;  a  stay  was  taken  at  the 
request  of  one  of  the  appellants;  both  joined  in  resisting 
confirmation.  Under  such  circumstances,  they  cannot  be 
heard  to  complain  of  a  lack  of  notice  of  the  filing  of  the 
cross-petition.  They  submitted  themselves  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court,  and  the  decree  is  valid. 

We  recommend  that  the  order  of  the  district  court  con- 
firming the'  sale  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


A.  A.  Davis  et  al.,  appellees,  v.  Joseph  Greenwood  bt 

AL.,   APPELLANTS. 

Filed  Jattoaby  8,  1903.    No.  10,818. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Mortgages:  Fobkclobube:  Rights  op  Second  Mobtoaqke  not  a  Pabtt. 
O.  held  a  first  mortgage  and  D.  and  F.  a  second  mortgage  on  cer- 
tain town  lots.  G.  foreclosed  his  mortgage,  but  failed  to  make  D. 
and  F.  parties  to  the  action.  Prior  to  any  sale  under  the  decree  of 
foreclosure  D.  and  P.  procured  a  conveyance  of  the  lota  from  the 
owner  fn  full  satisfaction  of  their  mortgage  and  went  Into  pos- 
session. They  also  entered  Into  a  verbal  agreement  with  O.  by 
the  terms  of  which  they  were  to  pay  him,  on  a  certain  specified 
date  In  the  future,  the  full  amount  of  his  decree,  together  with 
costs  of  the  action  and  the  attorney's  fee  therein,  incurred,  and 
to  make  a  deed  to  Q.  conveying  to  him  the  lota  as  security  for  the 
performance  of  the  agreement  on  their  part.  G.  to  reconvey  to 
them  when  payment  was  made.  Held,  That  D.  and  F.,  not  being 
made  parties  to  the  action  of  foreclosure  instituted  by  G.,  had 
a  legal  right  to  redeem  from  his  mortgage  by  paying  the  amount 
at  his  decree,  and  that  the  agreement  above  set  out  was  simply 
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an  agreement  to  give  D.  and  F.  the  right  to  redeem  on  the  terms 
therein  mentioned  without  an  action  brought  for  that  purpose  and 
that  It  could  be  enforced  although  not  In  writing.  The  defendant 
In  his  answer  having  admitted  the  agreement  as  claimed  by  the 
plaintiffs,  has  waived  the  statute  even  if  the  contract  was  ob- 
noxious thereto.     Connor  v.  Hingtoen,  19  Neb.,  472. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Dixon  county.  Tried 
below  before  Evans,  J.     Affirmed. 

W.  E.  Qantt  and  A.  E.  Barnes,  for  appellants. 

McCarthy  &  McCarthy,  contra*. 

Duffie,  C. 

On  March  27,  1896,  Joseph  Greenwood,  one  of  the  ap- 
pellants, was  the  owner  of  a  mortgage  on  lots  23  and  24, 
in  block  5,  in  the  village  of  Emerson,  Nebraska,  made  to 
secure  the  sum  of  $300,  and  which  was  a  first  lien  on  said 
lots.  The  appellees,  A.  A.  Davie  and  I.  J.  Fuller,  were 
the  owners  of  a  second  mortgage  on  said  lots  made  to 
secure  the  payment  to  them  of  the  sum  of  $250.  On  the 
date  above  mentioned,  Greenwood  commenced  an  action 
in  the  district  court  for  Dixon  county,  to  foreclose  his 
mortgage,  but  omitted  to  make  Davis  and  Fuller,  the 
second  mortgagees,  parties  to  such  foreclosure  proceed- 
ings. April  29,  1896,  a  decree  of  foreclosure  was  entered 
by  the  court,  the  amount  found  due  being  the  sum  of  $350 
which  was  to  draw  ten  per  cent,  interest  from  that  date. 
On  January  28, 1897,  Davis  and  Fuller  took  from  William 
Kellogg,  the  owner  of  the  lots,  a  conveyance  thereof  in 
full  satisfaction  of  their  mortgage,  and  they  allege  that 
on  the  same  day  they  entered  into  an  oral  agreement 
with  Greenwood  in  effect  as  follows:  They  were  to  pay 
the  taxes  due  on  the  land,  together  with  the  costs  made 
in  the  foreclosure  proceedings  including  an  attorney's 
fee  of  $25,  and  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1897,  they 
were  to  pay  him  the  amount  of  his  decree  with  ten  per 
cent,  interest  thereon,  which  was  computed  and  found 
to  be  $401.37.     On  the  payment  of  these  several  sums, 
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Greenwood  was  to  give  them  a  quitclaim  deed  of  the 
lots,  and  to  secure  him  the  payment  of  said  sums,  the; 
made  to  him  a  deed  of  the  premises,  thus  vesting  him 
with  fall  title  thereto.  On  the  same  day  it  is  alleged 
they  paid  the  sum  of  ?50  being  the  amount  of  taxes  due 
on  the  lota,  the  costs  in  the  foreclosure  case  instituted 
by  Greenwood,  and  the  attorney's  fee  agreed  upon,  and 
they  afterward  executed  to  Greenwood  a  conveyance  of 
the  premises.  October  1,  1897,  they  tendered  to  Green- 
wood the  sum  of  $101.37,  and  demanded  from  him  a  con- 
veyance of  the  lots,  which  he  refused,  and  thereafter  and 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  action  Greenwood  con- 
veyed the  lots  to  his  sister  and  co-defendant,  Mrs.  Lussier. 

November  19, 1897,  Davis  and  Puller  filed  their  petition 
in  this  cause  setting  out  all  of  the  foregoing  facts,  and 
the  further  fact  that  they  had  taken  possession  of  the 
lots  in  controversy  on  January  28,  1897,  and  were  then 
in  possession,  and  asking  that  the  deed  from  Greenwood 
to  his  sister  be  cancelled  and  that  he  be  required  to  con- 
vey to  them.  Greenwood  in  his  answer  does  not  deny 
the  agreement  as  set  out  by  the  plaintiffs,  except  that 
he  insists  that  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the  decree 
with  interest  thereon,  and  the  taxes,  costs  and  attorney's 
fee,  the  plaintiffs  were  to  turn  over  to  him  the  possession 
of  the  premises.  We  copy  the  third  paragraph  of  his 
anawer: 

"Further  answering  the  defendant  denies  that  he  ever 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  plaintiffs  as  set  oat  in 
paragraphs  three  and  four  of  plaintiffs'  petition,  hut 
avers  the  facts  to  be  that  he  did  agree  on  or  about  the 
28th  day  of  January,  1897,  to  allow  the  plaintiffs  to  redeem 
said  property  for  the  amount  due  him,  namely,  the  sum 
of  $350  and  interest  at  ten  per  cent,  thereon,  provided 
the  said  plaintiffs  would  procure  the  title  to  said  premises 
and  convey  the  same  to  this  defendant  and  also  turn  over 
to  this  defendant  the  possession  of  said  premises  for  de- 
fendant's use  and  benefit,  and  that  upon  the  payment  to 
this  defendant  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  October,  1897, 
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the  sum  of  money  due  him  against  said  premises  that  he 
would  reconvey  to  the  said  plaintiffs  said  premises  and 
turn  the  same  over  to  them.  Defendant  avers  that  the 
plaintiffs  failed,  neglected  and  refused  to  turn  over  the 
possession  of  said  premises  as  agreed  upon,  but  kept  the 
same  themselves  and  have  maintained  possession  of  said 
premises  ever  since,  collecting  the  rents  and  profits  there- 
from which  rents  and  profits  they  have  failed  to  account 
for  or  tarn  over  to  this  defendant." 

The  district  court  found  the  facta  as  alleged  by  the 
plaintiffs,  and  entered  a  decree  cancelling  the  deed  made 
by  Greenwood  to  bis  sister  and  ordering  him  to  convey 
the  lots  to  the  plaintiffs  upon  their  paying  into  court 
within  twenty  days,  the  sum  of  |350  with  ten  per  cent 
interest  thereon  from  the  29th  of  April,  1896,  or  upon 
the  immediate  payment  by  them  of  the  sum  of  $441. 
From  this  decree  the  defendants  have  appealed. 

It  is  first  insisted  that  no  agreement  was  ever  con- 
summated between  the  parties  as  alleged  by  the  plaintiffs. 
In  the  face  of  the  third  paragraph  of  the  answer  above 
set  out,  we  cannot  understand  this  claim.  Both  parties 
by  their  pleadings  assert  an  agreement  concerning  these 
lots,  and  it  is  quite  plain  to  us  that  the  only  difference 
between  them  is  the  claim  made  by  Greenwood  that  he 
was  to  be  given  possession  of  the  property  and  to  have 
the  rents  and  profits  arising  therefrom  in  addition  to 
being  paid  the  amount  found  due  him  in  the  decree  of 
foreclosure,  with  ten  per  cent,  interest  thereon,  together 
with  costs  and  attorney's  fees.  The  district  court  found 
against  him,  as  we  think,  on  ample  evidence  going  to 
show  the  agreement  as  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs  and  it 
was  not  until  this  finding  was  made  that  he  takes  the 
position  that  no  agreement  was  ever  consummated. 

The  statute  of  frauds  is  urged  on  the  argument  as  an 
obstacle  standing  in  the  way  of  affording  relief  to  the 
plaintiffs.  This  is  an  objection  not  urged  in  the  lower 
court,  nor  can  we  see  that  there  Is  any  merit  in  the  claim. 
The  plaintiffs  held  a  second  mortgage  on  the  lots  in 
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question.  Greenwood  in  hie  foreclosure  proceedings  did 
not  make  them  parties.  A  sale  under  this  decree  would 
not  pass  good  title,  for  the  reason  that  the  plaintiffs, 
not  being  foreclosed  of  that  right,  might  at  any  time  dur- 
ing the  life  of  their  mortgage  redeem  from  Greenwood 
or  the  purchaser  at  Ms  foreclosure  sale.  In  this  con- 
dition of  affairs,  the  parties  met  and  confessedly  made 
an  agreement  respecting  their  rights  in  the  premises. 
That  agreement  was  so  far  perfected  that  the  plaintiffs 
paid  part  of  the  consideration,  took  possession  of  the  lots, 
and  executed  to  Greenwood  a  conveyance  thereof  as  se- 
curity that  they  would  pay  him  the  balance  due  under 
the  agreement  The  whole  effect  of  this  agreement  was 
simply  to  give  the  plaintiffs  the  privilege  of  redeeming 
the  Greenwood  mortgage  without  an  action  brought  for 
that  purpose.  That  they  had  the  legal  right  to  redeem 
by  suit  is  unquestioned;  that  an  oral  agreement  based 
upon  a  sufficient  consideration  allowing  them  to  redeem 
without  suit  brought  for  that  purpose,  but  upon  condi- 
tion made  by  the  parties  themselves,  is  obnoxious  in  any 
way  to  the  statute  of  frauds,  we  do  not  believe.  But 
should  we  be  mistaken  in  this  view  of  the  case,  the  decree 
should  be  upheld  for  another  reason.  It  was  held  in 
Connor  v.  Hingtgen,  19  Neb.,  472,  that  "where  the  defend- 
ant in  his  answer  admits  substantially  the  contract  set 
out  in  the  petition,  but  alleges  that  the  plaintiff  has 
violated  its  provisions,  and  there  is  no  plea  of  the  statute 
of  frauds,  the  statute  will  be  considered  as  waived."  In 
either  view  of  the  case,  we  are  satisfied  that  the  decree 
of  the  district  court  is  right,  and  recommend  its  affirm- 
ance. 

Aubs  and  Albbht,  CO.,  concur. 


NEBRASKA  KEPOKTS.     [UNOFFICIAL. 

HcKee  V.  McKec. 


Laura  J.  MoKbb,  appellee,  v.  John  McKee,  appellant. 

Piled  January  8,  1902.    No.  10,819. 


1.  Divorce;    Grounds:     Evidence.     Evidence   examined   and   held    suffl- 

eient  to  sustain  a  decree  of  divorce  on  the  ground  of  extreme 
cruelty. 

2.  Divorce!    Alimony:    Rule  Governing  Amount.     While  there  1b  no 

fixed  rule  for  determining  the  amount  of  alimony  to  be  awarded 
under  section  22,  chapter  25,  Complied  Statutes,  such  award  should 
bear  a  reasonable  relation  to  the  husband's  ability  to  pay,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  evidence. 

3.  Divorce:  Alimony:    Circumstances  Affecting  Amount.    In  award- 

ing alimony,  the  court  should  consider  the  condition,  situation 
and  standing  of  the  parties,  financially  and  otherwise,  the  duration 
of  their  marriage,  the  amount  and  value  of  the  husband's  estate, 
the  source  from  which  It  came,  and  how  far.  If  at  all,  the  wife 
contributed  thereto.    Zimmerman  v.  Zimmerman,  59  Neb.,  80. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Johnson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Letton,  J.    Modified  and  affirmed. 

B.  P.  Davidsotij  for  appellant. 

W.  H.  Giffen  and  Francis  Martin,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  divorce  rendered 
In  a  suit  brought  by  Mrs.  McKee  against  her  husband  in 
which  she  sought  such  relief  upon  the  ground  of  extreme 
cruelty.  The  court  awarded  alimony  to  the  amount  of 
$1,500  and  also  $150  attorney's  fees.  It  would  subserve 
no  useful  purpose  to  set  forth  the  evidence  in  detail. 
There  is  a  square  conflict  between  Mrs.  McKee  on  the 
one  hand  and  her  husband  and  his  son  by  a  former  mar- 
riage on  the  other.  Certain  of  the  neighbors  in  a  measure 
corroborate  the  plaintiff.  The  credibility  of  these  wit- 
nesses and  the  weight  to  be  given  to  their  testimony  could 
best  be  judged  in  the  lower  court  The  plaintiff's  evi- 
dence, if  believed,  is  entirely  sufficient  to  make  out  a 
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case  of  extreme  cruelty  and  to  sustain  the  findings  and 
decree 

With  respect  to  the  amount  of  alimony  awarded,  how- 
ever, we  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  decree  ren- 
dered. No  claim  was  made  for  dower  in  the  husband's 
lands  under  section  23,  chapter  25,  Compiled  Statutes, 
so  that,  although  it  was  suggested  in  Walton  v.  Walton, 
57  Neb.,  102,  that  extreme  cruelty  would  be  "misconduct" 
within  the  purview  of  that  section,  the  award  of  alimony 
most  be  governed  by  the  provisions  of  section  22.  Tatrn 
v.  Tatro,  18  Neb.,  395;  Walton,  v.  Walton,  57  Neb.,  102. 
That  section  provides  that  the  court  shall  allow  "such 
alimony  "  *  *  as  it  shall  deem  just  and  reasonable, 
having  regard  to  the  ability  of  the  husband,  and  the 
character  and  situation  of  the  parties,  and  all  other  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case."  It  has  often  been  said  that  there 
are  no  fixed  rules  for  determining  the  amount  of  alimony 
to  be  awarded  under  this  section  (Smith  v.  Smith,  19  Neb., 
706 ;  Heist  v.  Heist,  48  Neb.,  at  pa«e  798) ,  and  even  that  to 
warrant  interference  by  this  court  there  must  have  been 
"an  evident  abuse  of  discretion"  on  the  part  of  the  conrt 
below.  Wilde  v.  Wilde,  37  Neb.,  898.  But  in  the  statute 
itself  and  in  most  of  the  adjudications  thereon  it  is  also 
laid  down  that  the  alimony  awarded  should  bear  a  reason- 
able relation  to  the  amount  and  value  of  "the  husband's 
property,  and  we  think  it  clear  that  the  hnsband's  ability 
to  pay,  as  disclosed  by  the  evidence,  must  be  taken  into 
account  as  one  of  the  chief  circumstances  controlling  the 
court's  discretion.  Zimmerman  v.  Zimmerman,  59  Neb., 
80.  In  that  case  the  conrt  holds  that  the  considerations 
which  are  to  he  taken  into  account  in  awarding  alimony 
are  the  condition,  situation  and  standing  of  the  parties, 
financially  and  otherwise,  the  duration  of  their  marriage, 
the  amount  and  value  of  the  husband's  eBtate,  the  source 
from  which  it  came,  and  how  far,  if  at  all,  the  wife  con- 
tributed thereto.  Mrs.  MoKee  was  the  defendant's  sec- 
ond wife  They  had  no  children,  while  he  had  one  child 
by  bis  former  marriage     She  appears  to  be  in  robust 
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health,  bad  been  supporting  herself  before  marriage,  and 
did,  at  least,  the  ordinary  work  of  a  farmer's  wife  while 
living  with  her  husband.  The  defendant  owned  the  bulk 
of  his  property  before  marriage.  She  brought  very  little, 
and  her  contribution  to  the  rise  in  values,  which  we 
know  has  been  general,  can  not  have  been  large.  As 
to  the  value  of  his  property,  the  testimony  is  not  as  satis- 
factory as  it  might  be.  The  principal  item  is  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  variously  estimated  as 
worth  from  $25  to  $45  per  acre.  He  claims  to  owe  some 
$2,100  while  other  witnesses  testify  that  he  boaBted  of 
owing  nothing  and  that  he  even  loaned  money.  The  al- 
leged indebtedness  is  to  defendant's  father  and  brother, 
and  only  $1,000  of  it  is  shown  very  convincingly.  Taking 
the  whole  testimony  together,  however,  remembering  that 
she  has  received  all  the  household  goods  that  she  cared 
to  take,  we  are  constrained  to  think  that  the  award  of 
$1,500  alimony,  coupled  with  $150  for  attorney's  fees  is 
too  much.  Although  there  is  ample  testimony  to  sus- 
tain the  findings  and  although  no  amount  of  provocation 
would  justify  the  rough  and  cruel  treatment  charged  and 
regarded  as  proved  by  the  trial  judge,  we  cannot  but  feel 
that  the  plaintiff  should  bear  her  fair  share  of  the  blame 
for  the  domestic  difficulties  in  question.  By  her  own 
account,  her  fife  as  a  farmer's  wife  was  not  an  easy  one 
in  its  ordinary  course,  and  had  no  difficulties  arisen,  she 
would  have  had  to  work  hard  in  the  situation  and  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  parties  were  placed.  Consider- 
ing these  circumstances,  which  seem  to  be  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  last  clause  of  section  22,  the  duration  of  the 
marriage,  the  fact  that  defendant  has  a  child  to  sup- 
port, her  age  and  ability  to  support  herself,  the  value  of 
the  property  as  disclosed  in  evidence,  the  fact  that  the 
property  was  acquired  almost  entirely  before  marriage, 
the  proved  indebtedness  of  $1,000,  and  the  amount  of  at- 
torney's fees  allowed,  we  think  $1,000  as  much  as  the 
defendant  may  well  be  asked  to  pay. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree  be  modified  by 
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reducing  the  amount  of  alimony  awarded  from  $1,500  to 
$1,000  and  that  the  decree  so  modified  be  affirmed.  We 
also  recommend  that  each  party  pa;  his  own  costs  in 
this  court. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CC,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  modified  by  reducing 
the  amount  of  alimony  awarded  from  $1,500  to  $1,000, 
and  the  decree,  so  modified,  is  affirmed,  each  party  to  pay 
his  own  costs  in  this  court. 

Modified  and  affirmed. 


Thb  Febmont  Package  Manufacturing  Company,  ap- 
pellee, v.  P.  C.  Stoeey  et  al,,  Impleaded  with  N.  A. 
Rainbolt  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  January  8,  1902.     No.  10,820. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Creditors' Snlt:  Insolvent  Corporations:  Unpaid  Subscriptions:  Par- 
ties. .When  a  bill  In  equity  is  Bled  by  the  creditors  of  an  Insolvent 
corporation  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  the  unpaid  subscriptions 
to  the  capital  stock  of  such  corporation  to  the  payment  of  the 
corporate  debts.  It  Is  necessary  that  each  one  of  the  delinquent 
subscribers  to  such  capital  stock  be  made  a  party  defendant;  and 
unless  all  are  made  parties  defendant,  or  some  good  and  sufficient 
reason  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  petition,  such  as  death,  in- 
solvency, or  inability  to  reach  with  the  process  of  the  court  the 
delinquent  subscribers  not  Joined  as  defendants,  the  petition  Is 
bad  because  of  a  non-Joinder  of  parties  defendant. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Madison  county. 
Tried  below  before  Robinson,  J.  Reversed  and  certain 
petitions  dismissed. 

Powers  &  Hays  and  N.  A.  Rainbolt,  for  appellant,  Rain- 
bolt 


F.  P.  Wigton.  for  appellant,  Burrows. 
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Geo.  L.  Witham,  for  intervener,  Norfolk  State  Bank. 

,    Barnes  &  Tyler,  for  appellee,  The  Fremont  Package 
Manufacturing  Company. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  a  suit  by  bill  in  equity  instituted  by  the  Fre- 
mont Package  Manufacturing  Company  to  recover  from 
the  defendants,  P.  C.  Storey,  H.  W.  Brooks,  C.  B.  Bur- 
rows, N.  A.  Rainbolt  and  D.  Rees,  the  amount  of  their  . 
unpaid  subscriptions  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Norfolk 
Creamery  and  Commission  Company.  The  substantial 
allegations  of  the  petition  are  that  the  action  was  insti- 
tuted in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  and  all  creditors  of  the 
Norfolk  Creamery  and  Commission  Company;  that  the 
said  company  was  a  corporation  duly  organized  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  Nebraska.  The  petition  then 
alleges  that  the  plaintiff  procured  judgment  against  the 
Norfolk  Creamery  and  Commission  Company  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  and  that  execution  was  returned  un- 
satisfied on  said  judgment;  that  the  corporation  is  in- 
solvent and  has  ceased  to  do  business  as  a  corporation. 
It  also  sets  out  the  fact  that  the  defendants  were  sub- 
scribers to  the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  and  that  no 
part  of  their  stock  has  been  paid  and  prays  judgment 
against  each  of  the  defendants  for  the  amount  of  his  un- 
paid subscription.  The  Creamery  Package  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  a  corporation,  and  the  Norfolk  State  Bank 
filed  intervening  petitions  setting  up  substantially  the 
same  facts  as  those  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  and  asked  for 
similar  relief.  A  demurrer  was  filed  to  these  petitions 
alleging  misjoinder  of  both  parties  plaintiff  and  parties 
defendant  and  that  the  petition  failed  to  state  any  cause 
of  action  against  the  answering  defendants.  The  demur- 
rer was  overruled  and  defendants,  Rainbolt  and  Burrows, 
each  filed  separate  answers  alleging,  among  other  things, 
the  misjoinder  of  parties  plaintiff  and  parties  defendant. 
Defendant,  Burrows,  also  filed  an  amended  answer  by 
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leave  of  court,  before  the  trial  of  the  cause  and  specially 
pleaded  the  fact  that  the  judgment  of  the  plaintiff  and 
of  the  intervener,  Creamery  Package  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, had  each  become  dormant  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
no  execution  had  been  issued  on  either  of  said  judgments 
for  more  than  five  years  before  the  filing  of  this  amended 
answer  and  that  said  judgments  had  not  been  revived. 
Plaintiff  and  interveners  filed  replies  in  the  nature  of  a 
general  denial  to  the  allegations  of  defendants'  answer. 
Judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and 
each  of  the  interveners  against  defendant,  Rainbolt,  for 
the  sum  of  $2,000,  the  amount  found  by  the  court  to  be 
due  from  him  on  his  unpaid  subscription,  and  also  judg- 
ment was  rendered  for  $500  in  favor  of  the  same  parties 
against  defendant,  Burrows,  the  amount  found  by  the 
court  to  be  doe  from  him  on  his  unpaid  subscription. 
There  was  a  finding  in  favor  of  defendant,  Rees,  on  his 
answer  denying  that  he  had  subscribed  for  any  stock  in 
the  corporation ;  hut  there  appears  to  have  been  no  finding 
of  any  kind  with  reference  to  defendants,  Storey  and 
Brooks.  Prom  this  judgment  of  the  district  court  de- 
fendants, Itainbolt  and  Burrows,  have  prosecuted  an  ap- 
peal to  this  court 

This  court  has  held  by  a  well  defined  line  of  decisions 
that  an  action  of  this  nature  can  only  be  maintained  when 
prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  of  an  insolvent 
corporation  against  all  the  stockholders  of  such  insolvent 
corporation  whose  subscriptions  are  unpaid.  Farmers 
Loan,  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Funk,  49  Neb.,  353 ;  German  National 
Bank  v.  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank,  54  Neb.,  593;  Van 
Pelt  v.  Gardner,  54  Neb.,  701 ;  Hastings  v.  Barnd,  55 
Neb.,  93;  Pickering  v.  Hastings,  56  Neb.,  201.  The  orderly 
and  proper  method  of  procedure  in  an  action  of  this 
nature  is  by  a  suit  instituted  by  a  receiver  of  the  insolvent 
corporation  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  and  against 
all  the  delinquent  stockholders.  While  this  court  has 
intimated  that  the  action  may  be  brought  either  by  a 
receiver  or  by  a  creditor  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and 
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all  the  creditors,  we  think  the  practice  of  first  procuring 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  before  the  action  is  brought 
much  preferable  as  it  at  once  sets  at  rest  all  question 
as  to  the  proper  joinder  of  parties  plaintiff  in  the  cause 
of  action. 

In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  objected  to  the  petition  that 
there  is  no  allegation  that  there  are  any  other  creditors 
than  the  plaintiff,  although  the  petition  purports  to  be 
filed  on  behalf  of  plaintiff  and  all  other  creditors  of  the 
insolvent  corporation.  Without  expressing  an  opinion 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  this  objection  we  think  it  would 
have  been  well  for  the  pleader  to  have  made  some  allega- 
tion that  would  have  disclosed  to  the  court  what,  if  any, 
knowledge  it  had  as  to  the  existence  of  the  claims  of  other 
creditors  against  this  corporation.  A  more  serious  ques- 
tion is  presented  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition  by 
the  objection  raised  by  demurrer,  and  saved  in  the  answer, 
as  to  the  misjoinder  of  parties  defendant  There  is  no 
allegation  in  the  petition  that  the  defendants  sued  were 
all  the  stockholders  of  the  insolvent  corporation  whose 
subscriptions  were  unpaid ;  and  when  plaintiff  and  inter- 
veners for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  allegations  in 
the  petition  introduced  the  stock  subscription  of  the  in- 
solvent corporation  it  disclosed  the  names  of  three  of 
the  subscribers  for  this  stock  whose  subscriptions  appear 
as  unpaid  in  the  same  manner  as  that  of  the  defendants 
who  were  sued.  No  reason  is  attempted  to  be  assigned  in 
plaintiff's  petition  for  the  failure  to  join  these  parties  as 
defendants  in  this  cause  of  action.  Under  the  rule  es- 
tablished in  this  state  this  action  must  he  brought  against 
all  the  delinquent  stock  subscribers  and  if  all  are  not  made 
parties  defendant  a  good  and  sufficient  reason  should  be 
set  forth  in  the  petition  for  not  doing  so  to  warrant  a 
recovery  against  any.  The  rule  established  in  this  state 
is  supported  by  strong  authority  in  the  decisions  of  other 
states,  and  commenting  upon  this  rule  the  supreme  court 
of  Michigan  in  Diwxton  v.  Eoptonic  Co.,  83  Mich.,  at 
page  384,  says:    "This  seems  to  be  the  rule  as  established 
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by  the  great  weight  of  authority,  and  I  think  is  the  just, 
reasonable,  and  equitable  one.  Any  other  rule  would  per- 
mit the  creditors  of  the  corporation  to  select  one  or  only 
a  few  of  the  stockholders  within  the  jurisdiction,  and 
compel  payment  by  them  of  all  the  debts  of  the  corpora- 
tion, at  least  up  to  the  unpaid  balance  of  their  subscrip- 
tion, and  such  subscribing  stockholders,  in  order  to  com- 
pel the  others  to  contribute,  would  be  remitted  again  to 
the  courts,  thus  leading  to  a  multiplicity  of  suits."  To 
the  same  effect  is  the  holding  in  Adler  v.  Manufacturing 
Co.,  13  Wis.,  57 ;  Clarke  v.  Cold  Springs  Opera  House  Co., 
59  N.  W.  Rep.  [Minn.],  632;  3  Thompson,  Corporations, 
section  3493. 

We  think  there  is  no  escaping  the  conclusion  that  when 
a  hill  in  equity  is  filed  by  the  creditors  of  an  insolvent 
corporation  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  the  unpaid  sub- 
scription to  the  capital  stock  of  such  corporations  to  the 
payment  of  the  corporate  debts,  it  is  necessary  that  each 
one  of  the  delinquent  subscribers  to  such  capital  stock 
be  made  a  party  defendant;  and  unless  all  are  made 
parties  defendant,  or  some  good  and  sufficient  reason 
appears  on  the  face  of  the  petition,  such  as  death,  in- 
solvency or  inability  to  reach  with  the  process  of  the  court 
the  delinquent  subscribers  not  joined  as  defendants,  the 
petition  is  bad  because  of  a  misjoinder  of  parties  defend- 
ant As  this  will  dispose  of  the  case  the  objection  urged 
against  two  of  the  judgments  alleged  on  by  plaintiff  and 
one  of  the  interveners,  that  the  judgments  had  become 
dormant  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit  and  before  trial, 
need  not  now  be  determined. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  reversed  and  that  the  petition  of  the 
plaintiff,  The  Fremont  Package  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  the  intervening  petitions  of  The  Creamery  Package 
Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Norfolk  State  Bank, 
be  dismissed. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CC,  concui. 
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The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  aod  the 
petition  of  the  plaintiff,  The  Fremont  Package  Manu- 
facturing Company,  and  the  intervening  petitions  of  The 
Creamery  Package  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Nor- 
folk State  Bank,  are  dismissed. 

Reversed  and  certain  petitions  dismissed. 


M.  Kumlby  Company  v.  John  Jelsma  et  al. 

FILED  Jahuary  8,  1902.    No.  10,843. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Appeal  and   Error:    Replevin:    Evidence:     Sufficiency.  Evidence  ex- 
amined and  held  In  part  to  sustain  the  verdict  and  Judgment, 

Eeboe  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.     Tried 
below  before  Stull,  J.     Affirmed  upon  remittitur. 

Frank  J.  Kcllcy,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

L.  G.  Burr,  Hazlett  &  Jack  and   Griggs,  Rinaker  & 
Bibb,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

On  July  1,  1898,  M.  Rumley  Company  brought  this 
action  in  the  district  court  for  Gage  county  against  John 
Jelsma,  and  others,  to  recover  the  possession  of  certain ' 
personal  property,  consisting  of  a  twelve  horse  power 
traction,  a  separator  and  wagon,  a  straw  stacker  and 
other  fixtures  belonging  thereto,  all  of  which  were  par- 
ticularly described  in  the  petition  and  affidavit  The 
plaintiff  claimed  the  right  of  the  immediate  possession 
of  the  property  by  virtue  of  a  chattel  mortgage  held  by 
it,  the  conditions  of  which,  with  reference  to  certain 
payments,  the  plaintiff  alleged  had  been  broken.  The 
answer  was  a  general  denial.  The  property  was  delivered 
to  the  plaintiff  under  the  writ  of  replevin  and  by  it  con- 
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verted  into  money.  Upon  the  trial  the  jury  found  that 
the  right  of  property  and  the  right  of  possession  of  the 
property  described  in  the  petition  was  in  the  defendants, 
and  found  the  value  of  the  property  to  be  $1,875  and 
assessed  the  defendants'  damages  for  the  unlawful  deten- 
tion of  the  property  at  f  1,000.  The  motion  for  a  new 
trial  was  overruled  and  judgment  entered  on  the  verdict, 
to  review  which  the  plaintiff .  brings  error  to  this  court. 
The  principal  error  complained  of  by  the  plaintiff  upon 
the  argument  was  that  the  verdict  and  judgment  are  not 
supported  by  sufficient  evidence.  The  mortgage  was  given 
to  secure  a  number  of  notes  maturing  at  different  times, 
two  of  which  appeared  upon  the  face  of  the  instrument 
to  be  due  at  the  time  of  the  bringing  of  the  suit  One 
of  the  notes  by  its  terms  matured  November  1,  1897,  and 
the  other,  December  1,  1897.  It  was  contended  by  the 
defendants  that  the  time  of  payment  of  all  the  notes  had 
been  extended  one  year  from  the  date  of  their  maturity. 
The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  in  August,  1897,  the 
plaintiff  became  alarmed  upon  some  information  it  had 
received,  that  the  property  was  about  to  be  removed  from 
the  state  and  took  possession  of  the  property  and  moved 
it  some  miles  from  where  the  defendants  were  at  the  time 
using  it  This  difficulty  was  adjusted  between  the  parties 
a  few  days  later  and  the  property  returned  to  the  defend- 
ants. The  defendants  claim  that  at  this  time,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  waiving  damages  sustained  by  being 
deprived  of  the  use  of  the  property,  it  was  agreed  between 
plaintiff  and  defendants  that  the  time  of  payment  on 
all  of  the  notes  be  extended  one  year  from  the  date  of 
their  maturity,  but  that  meanwhile  the  defendants  would 
pay  such  sums  on  the  notes  as  they  could  spare. 

Upon  the  question  as  to  whether  there  had  been  an 
extension  of  the  time  of  payment  there  was  a  direct  con- 
flict in  the  evidence.  If  the  time  of  payment  had  been 
extended  then  there  was  no  breach  of  the  condition  of 
the  mortgage.  In  finding  for  the  defendants  the  jury  must 
necessarily  have  found  that  the  time  had  been  extended. 


NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [UNOFFICIAL. 


There  was  sufficient  evidence,  we  think,  to  support  this 
finding,  and  under  the  well  established  rules  of  this  court 
the  finding  of  the  jury  will  not  be  disturbed.  The  jury 
also  found  the  value  of  the  property  taken  to  be  f  1,875. 
Upon  this  question  there  was,  likewise,  a  conflict  in  the 
evidence,  the  defendants'  two  witnesses  placed  the  value 
at  91)875  while  the  plaintiff's  witness  placed  it  at  $1,000. 
There  was  ample  testimony  to  support  this  finding  of 
the  jury. 

For  the  wrongful  detention  of  the  property  by  the 
plaintiff,  the  jury  awarded  defendants  91,000.  This  was 
based  upon  evidence  of  the  defendants,  that  by  being 
deprived  of  the  machine  they  had  lost  certain  profits 
which  they  otherwise  would  have  made.  There  was  no 
statement  of  facts  from  which  the  jury  was  warranted 
in  finding  that  defendants'  damages  for  detaining  the 
property  was  91,000.  The  defendants  were  permitted  to 
show  that  during  the  season  of  1897,  the  profits  from  run- 
ning  the  machine  were  9500  and  that  more  wheat  was 
grown  in  the  state  in  1898  than  in  the  previous  year;  they 
had  no  contracts  for  work  for  the  season  of  1898  which 
could  be  enforced  and  but  few  promises  of  jobs.  The 
profits  for  the  season  of  1898  under  the  facts  shown  were 
too  remote  and  speculative  to  form  the  basis  for  estimat- 
ing damages.  While  it  may  be  true  as  contended  for 
by  the  defendants,  that  the  profits  which  would  have  ac- 
crued to  the  defendants  during  the  season  of  1898,  con- 
stitute the  defendants'  damages  for  the  wrongful  deten- 
tion of  the  property,  yet  in  order  to  make  the  profits  a 
basis  for  the  damages  it  must  be  shown  that  the  profits 
would  reasonably  and  naturally  follow  from  certain  facts 
proved.  The  law  will  not  permit  the  jury  to  go  into  the 
realms  of  conjecture  and  award  damages  without  proof 
of  facts  from  which  such  damages  might  reasonably  be 
expected  to  follow.  That  portion  of  the  verdict  awarding 
the  defendant  91,000  for  the  wrongful  detention  of  the 
property  is  not  sustained  by  any  competent  evidence. 
We   therefore   recommend   that   unless   the   defendants 
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within  twenty  days  from  the  filing  of  this  opinion,  file 
a  remittitur  of  $1,000  with  interest  thereon  from  the  date 
of  the  judgment,  that  the  judgment  be  reversed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

Unless  the  defendants  file  a  remittitur  of  $1,000  within 
twenty  days  from  the  filing  of  this  opinion  with  interest 
thereon  from  the  date  of  the  judgment,  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  will  be  reversed,  otherwise  it  will  be 
affirmed. 

Affirmed  upon  remittitur. 


John  Stewart  &  Co.  Limited,  appellant,  v.  Eugene  F. 
Allen  et  al.  ,  appellees. 

Piled  Januaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,853. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

t.  Appeal  mud  Error:  Ebbdbs  it  Excluding  Evidence,  oet  Appeal,  Al- 
leced  errors  of  the  trial  court  In  the  exclusion  of  evidence  can  not 
be  examined  on  appeal. 


Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Custer  county.  Tried 
below  before  Grimes,  J.    Affirmed. 

Flaneburg  £  Williams,  for  appellant 

R.  E.  Brega,  L.  E.  Kirkpatrick  and  Jno.  8.  Kirkpatrick, 
contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  a  suit  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage  made 
and  executed  by  Eugene  F.  Allen  and  wife  to  the  Dakota 
Mortgage  Loan  Corporation  and  alleged  to  have  been  in- 
dorsed by  said  corporation,  before  maturity,  for  a  valua- 
able  consideration  and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business 
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to  the  plaintiff.  Defendant,  Caldwell,  filed  a  separate 
answer  to  this  petition  admitting  that  defendant,  Allen, 
and  wife,had  executed  the  note  and  mortgage  sued  on  to  the 
Dakota  Mortgage  Loan  Corporation,  which  subsequently 
changed  its  name  to  the  Globe  Investment  Company, 
but  alleged  that  defendant,  Allen,  had  paid  the  note  and 
mortgage  in  full  at  maturity  to  the  Globe  Investment 
Company  and  that  said  mortgage  was  duly  released  by  said 
Globe  Investment  Company,  and  that  after  the  release 
of  said  mortgage  he  purchased  the  lands  in  controversy 
free  of  all  liens  and  incumbrances.  He  also  denied  that 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  of  the  note  and  mortgage  and 
denied  that  it  was  purchased  by  the  plaintiff  before  ma- 
turity for  any  consideration.  Plaintiff  replied  denying 
the  allegations  of  defendant's  answer. 

It  was  admitted  that  defendant,  Allen,  paid  the  note  and 
mortgage  in  full  to  the  Globe  Investment  Company  at  the 
time  and  place  of  its  maturity.  Plaintiff  then  offered  in 
evidence  the  indorsement  on  the  note  of  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company,  formerly  the  Dakota  Mortgage  Loan  Com- 
pany, which  was  excluded  by  the  trial  court.  Plaintiff 
then  offered  depositions  tending  to  prove  the  purchase  and 
indorsement  of  the  note.  These  were  all  excluded  by  the 
trial  court  and  judgment  entered  as  follows :  "And  this 
cause  came  on  further  to  be  heard,  upon  the  evidence  being 
submitted  to  the  court,  finds  that  the  note  and  mortgage 
in  suit  were  paid  in  full  to  the  Globe  Investment  Company, 
formerly  the  Dakota  Mortgage  Loan  Corporation,  the  payee 
of  said  note,  at  the  place  of  payment  in  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts. That  the  indorsement  on  the  note  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  transfer  the  legal  title  to  the  plaintiff,  so  as  to 
make  the  plaintiff  an  innocent  holder  for  the  value,  so  as  to 
cut  off  defenses.  To  which  findings  the  plaintiff  excepts. 
It  is  therefore  considered,  adjudged  and  decreed  by  the 
court,  that  the  defendant  go  hence  without  day,  and  that 
this  cause  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dismissed  at  the  costs 
of  plaintiff.    To  all  of  which  plaintiff  excepts." 

Plaintiff  now  seeks  to  have  this  judgment  reversed  on 
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appeal.  It  is  a  rule  of  practice  in  this  court  so  well  estab- 
lished that  it  might  be  designated  as  elementary  that  al- 
leged errors  of  the  trial  court  in  the  exclusion  of  evidence 
can  only  be  reviewed  on  error  proceedings  and  can  not  be 
reviewed  on  proceedings  on  appeal,  hence  we  can  only  ex- 
amine this  judgment  by  the  light  of  the  pleadings,  and 
the  evidence  which  was  admitted  by  the  trial  court.  Ains- 
worth  v.  Taylor,  53  Neb.,  484 ;  Soroggin  v.  National  Lum- 
ber Co.,  41  Neb.,  195;  Zimmerman  v.  Zimmerman,  59  Neb., 
80.  The  answer  denies  the  ownership  and  purchase  of  the 
note  by  the  plaintiff.  The  evidence  admitted  shows  that 
the  note  was  paid  in  full  at  maturity  at  its  place  of  pay- 
ment to  the  Globe  Investment  Company.  The  evidence 
offered  tended  to  show  the  indorsement  of  the  note  to  the 
plaintiff  by  the  Globe  Investment  Company  was  excluded 
and  as  we  are  precluded  by  the  rule  governing  proceedings 
on  appeal  from  examining  the  action  of  the  trial  court  in 
excluding  this  evidence  we  can  see  nothing  to  do  but  to  rec- 
ommend that  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  be  affirmed 
because  the  judgment  is  fully  supported  by  the  pleadings 
and  evidence  which  was  admitted,  and  it  is  so  recom- 
mended. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


The  National  Life  Insurance  Company,  appellee,  v. 
Anna  C.  Cbandall  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  Jahoabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,866. 
Com  ml  anion  er'8  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

L  Kortgages:  Fohclobtjbe:  Objections  to  Appraisal.  "An  appraise- 
ment duly  made  of  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  a  Judicial  sale 
can  not  be  successfully  attacked  solely  on  the  ground  that  the 
property  has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  make  the  low  valuation 
a  successful  ground  of  attack  on  the  appraisement  It  must  be 
challenged  for  fraud."    Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  58  Neb.,  61. 

1  Appeal  and  Error:  pmbi-mptiok  fbom  Recobd.  Where  no  part  of  the 
record  prior  to  an  alias  order  of  aale  on  which  property  is  sold  is 
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brought  to  this  court  on  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  confirmation, 
no  Irregularity  or  lack  of  authority  to  Issue  such  alio*  order  can 
be  presumed.  ' 

8.  Mortgage*:  Fobkclosukk:  9 wearing  Appbaisebs  by  Deputy.  A  cer- 
tificate that  appraisers  were  sworn  by  the  sheriff  by  a  deputy,  held, 
to  sufficiently  indicate  that  the  deputy  performed  such  services. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  FttOST,  J.    Affirmed. 

Daniel  F.  Osgood,  for  appellants. 

8.  L.  Qeiethardt,  contra. 

Hastings,  G. 

Id  this  case,  which  is  an  appeal  from  the  confirmation 
of  a  foreclosure  sale,  the  first  objection  is  that  the  appraise- 
ment is  too  low.  No  objection  to  the  competency  of  the 
appraisers  and  no  allegations  of  fraud  are  made.  It  seems 
the  settled  conclusion  of  this  court  that  objections  to  an 
appraisement  solely  on  the  ground  that  it  is  too  low  are  not 
to  be  entertained.    Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  56  Neb.,  61. 

The  next  objection  urged  is  that  the  alia*  order  of  sale, 
under  which  the  property  sold,  was  irregularly  issued.  As 
to  this  there  is  absolutely  nothing  in  the  record  to  indi- 
cate whether  or  not  such  is  the  case,  and,  of  course,  the 
action  of  the  lower  court  must  be  presumed  regular.  None 
of  the  proceedings  in  the  case  prior  to  the  issuing  of  the 
alias  order  of  sale  have  been  brought  up,  and  whether  they 
were  regular  or  irregular  cannot  be  ascertained  by  so  much 
of  the  record  as  we  have  here. 

The  objection  mainly  relied  upon  seems  to  be  that  the 
return  which  states  that  the  appraisers  were  sworn  is 
signed  "John  J.  Trompen,  sheriff,  by  Nicholas  Ress, 
deputy."  It  is  claimed  that  this  return  indicates  that  the 
sheriff  himself  swore  the  parties  and  that  Mr.  Ress  cannot 
certify  that  he  did  so.  We  do  not  so  understand  the  re- 
turn. It  seems  to  us  to  mean  that  the  whole  transaction 
was  by  Mr.  Ress  acting  as  deputy  for  the  sheriff. 
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It  is  recommended  that  the  action  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Khucpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 


Faimhbs  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  appellant,  v.  Byron 
R.  Hastings  et  al.,  appellees. 

FnxD  Jahuary  8,  1M2.    No.  10,860. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2, 

1.  Taxation:  Levying  Special  Assessments:  Statutory'  Constbuo- 
tioit.  Statutory  provisions  as  to  the  manner  of  levying  special 
■  lawman ta  must  be  strictly  compiled  with. 

I.  Appeal  and  Error:  Questions  Nor  Raises  by  Bbtjcts.  On  appeal  this 
eonrt  is  not  bound  to  pass  upon  questions  not  fairly  raised  In  the 
briefs  of  counsel  for  appellant. 

t.  Appeal  and  Error:  V audit*  or  Statutes:  General  Statements  in 
BRTErs.  Wbere  several  special  assessments  were  found  to  be  In- 
valid in  the  lower  court  and  the  validity  of  such  assessments 
depends  upon  statutes  now  repealed  so  that  to  pass  upon  them  will 
require  a  minute  Investigation  of  documentary  evidence  and 
laborious  search  for  the  several  statutes  applicable  thereto,  as- 
sertions in  appellant's  brief  that  such  assessments  are  valid  and 
are  shown  by  the  proof  to  be  valid,  without  stating  any  reasons 
for  such  opinion,  or  affording  any  material  assistance  to  this 
court  toward  verifying  it,  do  not  require  review  of  such  findings. 

Appeal,  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawcett,  J.   Affirmed. 

W.  A.  Bounders,  for  appellant, 

/.  W .  Woodrotigh  and  Win.  D.  Beckett,  contra. 

POOND,  O. 

Appellant  is  here  complaining  of  a  decree  in  a  suit  to  fore- 
close certain  tax-liens,  wherein  the  court  granted  the  relief 
prayed  for  as  to  the  general  taxes  set  up  in  the  petition,  but 
found  a  number  of  special  municipal  assessments,  under 
which  liens  were  claimed,  to  be  invalid  and  denied  fore- 
26 
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closure  therefor.  In  appellant's  brief  four  propositions 
are  laid  down,  with  two  of  which  we  can  have  no  quarrel. 
That  the  plaintiff  may  include  in  his  suit  as  many  tracts  of 
land  upon  which  he  claims  a  lien  as  the  defendant  may 
own  and  that  his  suit  is  not  barred  by  limitation  till  the 
expiration  of  five  years  from  the  period  of  redemption  aa 
fixed  by  statute,  we  do  not  doubt.  But  we  find  nothing  in 
the  findings  or  decree  of  the  lower  court  running  counter 
to  these  rules  in  any  way.  With  respect  to  the  further 
propositions  advanced,  that  a  certificate  of  tax  sale  is 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  regularity  and  validity  of  all 
taxes,  both  general  and  special,  included  in  the  sale,  and 
that  "in  an  action  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  tax  certificate 
technical  defenses  will  not  be  considered,"  we  must  make 
certain  distinctions.  This  cause  arose  before  the  recent 
provisions  of  municipal  charters  in  this  state  as  to  sales 
for  special  assessments,  and  is  to  be  governed  by  the  de- 
cision in  Leavitt  v.  Bell,  55  Neb.,  57.  In  that  case  the 
court  said:  "Where  a  lien  is  sought  to  be  enforced  or 
foreclosed  for  general  taxes,  then,  doubtless,  the  presump- 
tion is  that  the  statutes  in  reference  to  the  levy  and  assess* 
ment  of  these  taxes,  and  the  sale  of  the  real  estate  for 
their  non-payment,  have  been  complied  with,  and  the  bur- 
den of  showing  irregularities,  or  that  such  a  tax  is  void, 
is  upon  the  party  asserting  the  fact.  Adams  v.  Osgood, 
42  Neb.,  450.  Itut  no  such  presumption  can  be  indulged 
when  a  lien  is  sought  to  be  enforced  against  real  estate 
for  a  sale  made  thereof  for  the  non-payment  of  special 
taxes  or  assessments.  In  such  a  case,  he  who  asserts  the 
lien  and  seeks  to  enforce  it  has  the  burden  of  showing 
the  validity  of  the  tax  lien.  Smith  v.  City  of  Omaha,  49 
Neb.,  883."  It  has  been  repeatedly  held,  also,  and  is  well 
settled,  that  the  several  provisions  of  the  statutes  with 
reference  to  special  assessments  must  be  strictly  adhered 
to,  and  that  such  assessments  are  invalid  if  not  levied  in 
full  compliance  therewith.  Batty  v.  City  of  Hastings,  63 
Neb.,  26,  88  N.  W.  Rep.,  139,  and  cases  cited. 

It  appears  from  the  pleadings  that  the  several  special 
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assessments  involved  were  levied  at  various  times  and  for 
various  purposes  under  different  provisions  of  statutes 
not  now  in  force.  To  pass  upon  their  validity,  in  view 
of  the  well  settled  rule  already  stated,  requires  minute 
investigation  of  documentary  evidence  and  laborious 
search  for  the  several  statutes  and  sections  of  statutes 
applicable  thereto.  This  court,  as  it  has  often  said,  is 
not  bound  to  pass  upon  questions  not  fairly  raised  in  the 
briefs  of  counsel  for  appellant.  To  raise  a  point  in  a 
brief  is  to  do  something  more  than  make  a  bare  assertion 
that  a  finding  or  a  ruling  of  the  district  court  is  wrong. 
Where  the  matter  is  so  simple  that  the  ruling  speaks  for 
itself  or  the  mere  statement  of  the  finding  condemns  it, 
no  more  may  he  requisite.  But  where  statutes  not  now 
in  force  are  to  be  examined,  sections  thereof  not  readily 
accessible  and  dealing  with  matters  not  of  ordinary  occur- 
rence are  to  be  referred  to,  and  critical  examination  of 
records  and  proceedings  in  the  light  of  such  statutes  is 
to  be  had,  it  will  not  do  to  stop  with  a  statement  of 
counsel's  opinion  that  the  finding  or  ruling  is  wrong.  The 
brief  states  that  the  special  assessments  in  question  are 
valid,  and  that  they  are  shown  to  he  valid  by  the  proof. 
But  it  does  not  refer  us  to  the  statutes  involved,  says  noth- 
ing whatever  as  to  the  reasons  stated  in  the  decree  as  those 
npon  which  the  lower  court  found  to  the  contrary,  and, 
in  fact,  affords  us  no  material  assistance  toward  verifying 
such  opinion.  We  do  not  think  we  ought  to  be  asked 
to  review  the  findings  in  question  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Nevertheless,  being  unwilling  to  refuse  a  party  relief 
to  which  he  may  be  entitled,  upon  what  might  be  thought 
hypertechnical  grounds,  we  have  examined  the  notices 
which  the  lower  court  held  indefinite  and  insufficient, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  decree  is  right  In  one  case 
the  record  shows  that  the  board  of  equalization  acted  at 
another  and  different  time  from  that  specified  in  the 
notice,  and  as  to  all  of  the  notices,  without  examination 
of  other  documents  it  is  wholly  impossible  for  the  reader 
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to  ascertain  what  property  is  affected  or  who  is  intended 
to  be  notified.  Such  documents  are  not  referred  to  in 
the  notices,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  they  conveyed  no 
actual  notice  of  what  was  proposed  to  anyone  who  read 
them. 
We  recommend  that  the  decree  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


The  Kitchen  Bbothees  Hotel  Company  v.  Philip  H. 
Phtlbin. 

Fiixd  Jant/ahy  8,  1902.    No.  10,869. 

f  l  ww  v-ey 

Comiuisslouer'K  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Landlord  and  Tenant:  Covenant  Implied  from  Lease.    A  covenant 

for  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  leased  premises  Is  Implied  from  the 
demise. 

2.  Landlord  and  Tenant;   What  Passes  With  Lease.     A  lease  of  a 

part  of  a  building  passes  with  It,  as  Incident  thereto,  everything 
necessarily  used  with  or  reasonably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  part  demised. 

3.  Landlord    and    Tenant:     Mattebs    Incident    to    Lease    Included 

Therein.  Where  a  room  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  hotel  building 
was  leased  to  a  ticket  broker  and  It  appeared  that  a  large  portion 
of  his  business  came  from  patrons  of  the  hotel  who  entered  his 
office  from  the  hotel  rotunda,  ft  rid  that  the  lease  included  the  use 
for  the  lessee's  customers  of  a  door  and  hallway  leading  from  the 
rotunda  to  the  room  leased. 

4.  Landlord   and   Tenant:    Obstruction  of   Entbance  to   Premises: 

Eviction.  The  use  of  said  door  and  hallway  for  the  purposes 
of  lessee's  business  being  Incident  to  the  lease  of  the  room,  an  ob- 
struction thereof  by  the  lessor  so  as  to  prevent  use  by  the  lessee 
and  his  customers  Is  an  eviction,  which  the  lessee  may  treat  as 
total  or  partial  at  his  election. 

5.  Landlord  and  Tenant:   Partial  Eviction:    Counteb-Clajm.    In  case 

the  lessee  elects  to  treat  the  eviction  as  partial,  be  may  maintain 
a  counter  claim  for  damages  upon  the  Implied  covenant  for  quiet 
enjoyment,  when  sued  by  the  lessor  on  the  covenant  to  pay  rent. 
S.  Landlord  and  Tenant:  Partial  Eviction:  Damaoes  for  Oainb  Pre- 
vented.  A  party  may  recover  for  gains  prevented  where  such 
damages  are  certain  and  are  the  natural  result  of  the  wrong  com- 
plained of. 
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Eebob  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Powell,  J.     Affirmed. 

George  E.  Pritchett,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

William  F.  Gurley  and  Guy  B.  G.  Read,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

The  plaintiff,  a  corporation  owning  and  operating  the 
Paxton  Hotel  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  leased  to  tbe  defend- 
ant a  store  room  upon  the  ground  floor  of  the  botel  build- 
ing to  be  used  as  a  ticket  broker's  office.  The  room 
fronted  upon  the  street  and  had  a  front  door  opening 
thereon,  but  had  also  a  back  door  opening  into  a  hallway 
leading  to  the  hotel  rotunda.  After  the  lease  had  expired, 
defendant  continued  in  possession  as  tenant  from  year  to 
year  under  the  same  terms  as  in  the  lease.  While  he 
was  so  in  possession,  apparently  in  consequence  of  some 
dispute,  the  plaintiff  obstructed  the  hallway  in  question 
by  a  wooden  partition  and  thus  deprived  defendant  of 
the  use  thereof  and  of  the  back  door.  It  is  in  evidence 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  defendant's  business  came  from 
patrons  of  the  hotel  who  entered  his  office  from  the 
rotunda  by  this  door  and  hallway.  Accordingly,  when 
sued  upon  his  covenant  to  pay  rent,  the  defendant  by 
way  of  counter-claim  set  up  his  damages  by  reason  of 
the  obstruction  of  the  hallway  and  two  further  claims 
for  damages  which  we  need  not  consider  for  the  reason 
that  one  was  taken  from  the  jury  in  the  instructions  of 
the  court  and  the  other  was  evidently  not  allowed  by  them 
in  their  verdict.  Upon  the  counter-claim  in  question, 
however,  the  jury  found  for  the  defendant,  and  plaintiff 
is  prosecuting  error  from  the  judgment  rendered  thereon. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  counter-claim  was  maintain- 
able and  that  the  judgment  is  right  A  covenant  for 
quiet  enjoyment  of  the  leased  premises  was  implied  from 
the  demise  Taylor,  Landlord  and  Tenant,  section  304. 
Hence  any  interference  with  the  effective  use  of  the  part 
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of  the  building  demised  which  would  amount  to  an  evic- 
tion in  whole  or  in  part,  as  a  breach  of  such  covenant, 
would  be  available  to  the  lessee  by  way  of  counter-claim 
when  sued  on  his  covenant  to  pay  rent  The  use  of  the 
back  door  and  hallway  was  clearly  included  in  the  lease. 
We  have  recently  had  occasion  to  pass  on  two  cases  not 
unlike  the  one  at  bar,  and  have  held  that  a  lease  of  a 
part  of  a  building  passes  with  it,  as  incident  thereto, 
everything  necessarily  used  with  or  reasonably  necessary 
to  the  enjoyment  of  the  part  demised.  Miller  v.  Fitz- 
gerald Dry  Goods  Co.,  62  Neb.,  270,  86  N.  W.  Rep.,  1078; 
Herpolshcimer  v.  Funke,  1  Neb.  [Unof.],  471.  Considering 
the  nature  of  defendant's  business,  which  would  make  an 
office  in  the  hotel  building  desirable  because  of  its  acces- 
sibility to  travelers,  patrons  of  the  hotel,  the  fact  that 
so  large  a  part  of  defendant's  business  came  from  patrons 
of  the  hotel  who  entered  his  office  from  the  hotel  rotunda, 
and  the  fact  that  the  room  in  question  had  been  used  for 
many  years  preceding  as  a  ticket  office  and  had  been 
reached  from  the  rotunda  by  the  hallway  and  door  in 
question,  it  is  evident  that  the  use  of  the  back  door  by 
defendant's  customers  was  in  contemplation  of  the  parties 
quite  as  much  as  the  use  of  the  front  door,  and  that  this 
door  and  hallway  were  reasonably  necessary  to  the  ef- 
fective use  of  the  part  of  the  building  demised.  This 
being  so,  the  obstruction  thereof  by  the  lessor,  so  as  to 
prevent  use  by  the  lessee  and  his  customers,  waa  an  evic- 
tion, which  the  lessee  might  treat  as  total  or  partial  at 
his  election.,  Taylor,  Landlord  and  Tenant,  section  315; 
Herpolsheimer  v.  Funke,  supra.  The  lessor  could  not 
insist  that  the  lessee  treat  it  as  a  total  eviction;  the 
latter  might  properly  elect  to  remain  and  to  sue  for  his 
damages  upon  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment.  It  fol- 
lows that  when  sued  for  rent  he  might  maintain  the 
counter-claim  upon  which  the  judgment  in  question  was 
rendered. 

It  is  argued  that  the  damages  claimed  for  loss  of  busi- 
ness by  reason  of  the  closing  up  of  the  door  and  hallway 


r 


Vol.  2]  JANUABY  TE11M.1902.  343 

Leidlgh  T.  Keevor. 

are  too  remote,  speculative  and  uncertain  to  be  allowable. 
We  think  otherwise.  It  has  been  thoroughly  settled  that 
a  party  may  recover  for  gains  prevented  where  such 
damages  are  certain  and  are  the  natural  result  of  the 
wrong  complained  of.  Wittenberg  v.  Mollyncaux,  59  Neb., 
203,  60  Neb.,  583.  The  evidence,  like  that  offered^ 
in  the  case  cited,  "was  the  best  attainable  under  the  cir- 
cumstances," and  showed  a  very  considerable  damage 
with  oot  a  little  certainty.  The  defendant  produced  his 
books,  showing  the  amount  of  his  business  before  and 
after  the  act  complained  of,  he  showed  that  his  expenses 
were  fixed,  he  showed  the  condition  of  the  ticket  brokerage 
business  throughout  the  city  during  the  respective  periods, 
and  the  inevitable  conclusion  was  that  the  large  falling 
off  of  business  which  his  books  showed  resulted  from  the 
cutting  off  of  one  of  his  chief  sources  of  custom,  as  one  . 
would  naturally  have  anticipated. 
We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


Gbobge  W.  Leidioh  v.  John  H.  Kebvbb. 

Filed  January  8,  1902.     No.  10,880. 

Commissioner'!!  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Account  Stated:  Effect  or  Mistake.  Where  a  settlement  Is  entered 
Into  between  two  parties  in  reliance  on  the  accuracy  and  correct- 
ness of  books  of  account  kept  by  one  of  the  parties,  and  It  Is 
subsequently  discovered  that  the  books  have  been  erroneously 
kept,  and  that  the  party  keeping  them  has  not  accounted  for  all 
the  money  which  he  has  received,  such  a  settlement  will  be  set 
aside  and  a  new  accounting  had  although  there  may  have  been 
no  Intentional  fraud  practiced  by  the  bookkeeper,  and  the  failure 
to  account  may  have  been  due  to  mistakes  alone. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.     Reversed. 
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Broody  &  PetttSj  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Wright  &  Stout  and  Burkett  &  Greenlee,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  was  an  action  in  which  the  plaintiff  alleged  as  his 
first  cause  of  action  that  the  defendant  was  indebted  to 
him  in  the  sum  of  f  1,001.54  for  balance  due  for  services 
rendered  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  defendant  from  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1893,  to  the  10th  day  of  April,  1896,  at 
the  agreed  price  of  $1,000  per  year.  As  a  second  cause  of 
action  plaintiff  alleged  that  the  defendant  was  indebted 
to  him  in  the  sum  of  $300  for  money  loaned  by  him  to 
defendant  Defendant  answered  the  allegations  in  the 
first  count  of  plaintiff's  petition  and  admitted  that  plain- 
tiff had  performed  services  for  the  defendant  at  the  times 
alleged  in  plaintiff's  petition,  but  denied  that  he  had  ever 
agreed  to  pay  plaintiff  at  the  rate  of  $1,000  per  year  or 
any  other  fixed  price  for  the  services  so  rendered,  and 
alleged  that  plaintiff's  services  were  not  worth  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  950  per  month.  Defendant  further  alleged 
that  during  the  first  two  years  of  plaintiff's  employment, 
plaintiff  was  engaged  in  conducting  and  managing  the 
ice  business  for  the  defendant  in  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska ; 
that  plaintiff  kept  the  books  and  accounts  and  collected 
the  proceeds  of  such  business  during  the  time  he  was  so 
employed ;  that  at  the  end  of  each  year  that  plaintiff  was 
so  employed  in  the  ice  business  for  the  defendant  they 
had  a  settlement  in  full  of  their  accounts,  and  in  such 
settlement  plaintiff  received  all  that  his  services  were 
reasonably  worth  and  all  that  he  claimed  of  defendant 
for  his  services.  Defendant  further  alleged  that  during 
the  last  year  that  plaintiff  was  employed  by  the  defend- 
ant plaintiff  managed  defendant's  farm  and  was  paid  in 
fall  for  his  services  by  a  portion  of  the  crop  raised  on 
defendant's  farm.  Defendant  also  alleged  that  at  the 
time  he  made  the  settlement  with  plaintiff  for  services 
rendered  by  plaintiff  in  the  ice  business  that  he  relied 
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on  plaintiff's  statements  that  his  books  of  account  had 
been  properly  kept,  and  that  after  making  snch  settle- 
ments he  discovered,  by  an  inspection  of  the  books,  that 
plaintiff  had  misrepresented  the  accounts  and  that  he  had 
collected  a  large  sum  of  money  from  the  ice  business 
which  he  had  retained  and  had  not  charged  to  himself  on 
the  books.  Defendant  for  answer  to  the  second  count  of 
plaintiff's  petition  admitted  that  he  had  borrowed  f300 
from  the  plaintiff,  alleged  that  he  had  paid  $125  of  this 
money  back  before  he  had  discovered  that  plaintiff  had 
deceived  him  in  the  manner  in  which  he  had  kept  the 
books  and  accounts  and  admitted  that  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  credit  for  the  remainder  of  the  money,  so  loaned, 
on  defendant's  counter-claim.  Plaintiff  replied  to  this 
answer  denying  that  he  had  misrepresented  the  accounts 
of  defendant's'  ice  business  or  that  he  had  made  any  false 
entries  in  the  books  of  said  business  or  had  been  guilty 
of  fraud  or  concealment  in  the  accounts  of  said  business. 
He  admitted  that  he  had  an  agreement  with  the  plaintiff 
as  to  the  amount  due  him  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  first 
two  years  of  his  employment,  but  denies  that  such  amount 
was  paid  him  and  alleges  that  the  amount  mutually 
agreed  upon,  as  due  to  plaintiff,  was  the  same  as  that 
charged  in  the  first  count  of  plaintiff's  petition.  There 
was  a  trial  to  a  jury  and  verdict  for  plaintiff  for  the 
sum  of  $1,423.73,  and  judgment  was  rendered  on  the  ver- 
dict and  defendant  brings  error  to  this  court 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  discuss  each  of  the  numerous 
assignments  of  error  charged  in  the  petition  in  view  of 
the  conclusion  which  we  shall  reach.  An  examination 
of  the  answer,  which  has  been  but  briefly  summarized  in 
our  statement  of  the  issues,  leads  us  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  (the  answer)  added  an  unnecessary  and  useless 
complication  to  the  facts  in  controversy  in  the  case,  and 
that  the  confusion  of  issues  tendered  by  the  answer  was 
farther  mystified  by  the  reply.  A  careful  examination 
of  the  pleadings  shows  that  neither  of  the  contending 
parties  relied  on  a  settlement  either  as  a  basis  of  the 
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action  or  the  ground  of  defense.  Plaintiff  in  his  petition 
alleged  on  a  balance  due  on  a  contract  and  not  on  an 
account  stated.  While  defendant  in  his  answer  sets  up 
two  settlements  which  he  alleges  were  had  between  him- 
self and  plaintiff,  yet  he  immediately  follows  these  allega- 
tions with  averments  of  fraud  and  mistake  in  the  accounts 
of  plaintiff  sufficient  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the  settle- 
ments pleaded.  Plaintiff's  reply  to  this  answer,  technic- 
ally construed,  changes  his  first  cause  of  action  from  a 
suit  on  a  contract  to  an  action  on  an  account  stated.  All 
the  confusion  is  with  reference  to  the  issues  tendered  in 
the  first  count  of  the  petition.  There  is  no  trouble  or 
complaint  with  reference  to  the  issues  tendered  on  the 
second  count. 

The  evidence  introduced  by  plaintiff  tended  to  show  a 
contract  with  the  defendant  for  services  rendered  at  an 
agreed  salary  of  $1,000  per  year,  and  a  balance  due  as 
charged  in  the  first  count  of  the  petition.  There  was  no 
dispute  as  to  the  second  count  of  the  petition  except  as 
to  the  amount  the  defendant  claimed  to  have  paid  on  the 
loan,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  this  was  properly  submitted. 
The  testimony  offered  by  defendant  tended  to  show  that 
plaintiff  was  only  to  receive  such  an  amount  as  his  serv- 
ices were  reasonably  worth  during  the  time  that  he  con- 
ducted defendant's  ice  business  and  that  plaintiff  was 
paid  for  his  services  on  the  farm  by  a  share  of  the  crop 
raised.  Defendant  also  introduced  evidence  strongly 
tending  to  show  that  plaintiff  had  collected  a  large 
amount  of  money  from  the  ice  business  which  either  by 
mistake  or  with  fraudulent  intent  he  had  failed  to  charge 
himself  with  on  the  books  which  he  kept.  While  there 
was  evidence  offered  by  plaintiff  tending  to  contradict 
this  testimony,  yet  this  evidence  was  in  the  record  and 
should  have  been  submitted  under  a  proper  instruction 
to  the  jnry. 

The  defendant  requested  an  instruction  which,  we 
think,  would  have  properly  submitted  this  question  to 
the  jury.    This  instruction  was  refused  by  the  court,  and 
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in  lien  thereof  the  court  gave  paragraph  eight  (VIII)  of 
instructions  on  its  own  motion.  This  instruction,  after 
properly  defining  the  effect  of  fraud  or  mistake  on  a 
settlement,  contains  the  following  statement:  "And  it 
must  further  appear  that  the  plaintiff  made  such  false 
and  fraudulent  representations  as  to  the  books  of  ac- 
count so  kept  by  him  knowing  them  to  be  false,  and  made 
them  with  intent  to  deceive  the  defendant  and  that  the 
defendant  relied  thereon  and  entered  into  such  settle- 
ments upon  the  faith  and  in  the  belief  that  such  state- 
ments and  representations,  so  made,  were  true."  We 
think  that  this  portion  of  the  instruction  is  clearly  erro- 
neous in  that  it  places  the  burden  on  the  defendant  of 
showing  that  plaintiff  knowingly  and  intentionally  falsi- 
fied his  books.  If  as  a  matter  of  fact  plaintiff  had  received 
money  from  the  defendant  or  from  the  defendant's  busi- 
ness and  had  failed  to  charge  himself  with  this  money,  no 
matter  whether  be  did  so  ignorantly  or  intentionally  he 
should  now  account  for  this  money,  and  the  fact  that 
plaintiff  may  not  have  known  of  the  mistake  in  bis  books 
at  the  time  he  attempted  to  settle  with  the  defendant 
should  not  excuse  him  from  making  his  accounting.  In 
Sorth  Nebraska  Fair  and  Driving-Park  Association  v. 
Box,  57  Neb.,  302,  77  N.  W.  Rep.,  770,  in  discussing  thi? 
principle,  Habrison,  C.  J.,  speaking  for  the  court  says: 
"The  party  who  rendered  the  report  or  account  which 
formed  the  basis  of  the  adjustment  between  him  and  the 
association  knew  all  the  facts,  but  did  not  impart  them 
to  the  other  party.  This  being  true,  the  adjustment  was 
made  under  a  mistake,  even  if  the  element  of  fraud  was 
absent,  and  the  association  could  go  back  of  it  and  collect 
the  amounts  due." 

As  this  canse  must  be  tried  again  on  account  of  the 
error  of  the  trial  court  just  commented  upon,  we  think 
it  well  to  suggest  that  paragraph  three  (3)  of  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  court,  as  we  regard  it,  fails  to  clearly 
define  the  issues  arising  on  the  answer  and  reply.  We 
think,  however,  that  this  confusion  of  issues  might  be 
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avoided  if  on  a  new  trial  of  this  cause  an  amended  an- 
swer should  be  filed  by  the  defendant  from  which  settle- 
ments not  relied  on  by  either  party  as  binding  were  en- 
tirely eliminated  and  in  which  the  defendant  would  pre- 
sent, by  way  of  setoff,  his  claim  for  moneys  alleged  to 
have  been  collected  by  plaintiff  and  not  accounted  for' 
by  him. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  for  a 
new  trial. 

Shdgwiok  and  Pound,  00.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  v.  Charles  Lotway. 

Filed  Janoaby  8,  1902.    No.  10,883. 
Commissioner's  opinion.   Department  No.  3. 

1.  New  Trial:   Motion  fob:   Courts:    Action  bt  Judge  Othee  thab  On 

Wild  Tried  Case.  A  court  presided  over  by  toe  successor  of  a 
deceased  judge  has  authority  to  grant  or  deny  a  motion  for  &  new 
trial  in  a  case  tried  by  the  deceased  while  In  office. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:  IiraTBUcnoN:  Mattebs  Outside  Issues:  Estoppel 

to  Couplatr.  That  a  court  has  given  an  instruction  covering 
matters  outside  the  issues  made,  Is  not  a  cause  of  complaint  by  a 
party  who  has  himself  requested  an  Instruction  substantially  the 
same  as  that  of  which  complaint  Is  made. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Dodge  county.'  Tried 
below  before  Grimison,  J.     Affirmed. 

J.  N.  Baldwin  and  E.  P.  Smith,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

F.  W.  Button,  contra. 

DUFFIB,  C. 

This  action  was  brought  against  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  to  recover  damages  for  the  destruction  by 
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fire  of  the  plaintiff's  buildings  together  with  their  con- 
tents. The  petition  alleges  "that  said  fire  was  caused  by 
the  negligence  and  want  of  proper  repair  of  the  locomotive 
and  engines  of  the  defendant,  and  by  carelessness  of  the 
agents  and  servants  of  said  defendant."  Among  other  al- 
legations of  the  answer  is  the  following : 

"Further  answering  said  defendant  avers  that  the  en- 
gines on  all  of  the  trains  operated  or  controlled  by  it  in 
the  state  of  Nebraska,  at  or  about  the  date  of  said  alleged 
fire,  were  in  perfect  order  and  repair,  and  properly  con- 
structed and  equipped  with  all  appliances  in  general  use 
for  preventing  the  escape  of  fire  therefrom,  and  were  man- 
aged with  care  and  skill  by  competent  and  experienced 
employees  of  the  defendant  appointed  therefor,  and  in 
charge  of  said  engines;  and  that  the  said  engines  were 
subjected  to  and  underwent  careful  and  thorough  inspec- 
tion by  a  competent  and  skillful  person  as  often  as  once 
in  every  two  days  before  going  upon  the  road,  and  if  any 
defect  was  discovered,  it  was  at  once  thoroughly  and  per- 
fectly repaired  on  the  said  engine  before  the  same  was 
sent  out  upon  the  road," 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  be- 
low in  the  sum  of  $  175,  upon  which  judgment  was  entered, 
and  the  railroad  company  has  brought  the  record  here  for 
review.  The  case  was  tried  before  the  late  Judge  Marshall 
who  died  before  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  passed  on. 
The  motion  for  a  new  trial  came  on  to  be  heard  before 
Judge  Grimison  who  overruled  the  same  and  entered  judg- 
ment on  the  verdict 

The  first  assignment  urged  in  the  brief  of  the  plaintiff 
in  error  is  the  order  of  Judge  Grimison  in  overruling  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial.  It  is  insisted  that  the  plaintiff  in 
error  was  entitled  to  a  new  trial  as  a  matter  of  right ;  that 
Judge  Marshall,  who  tried  the  case,  having  deceased  with- 
out disposing  of  the  motion,  no  other  judge  was  qualified 
to  pass  upon  the  evidence,  and  to  say  whether  the  verdict 
was  supported  by  the  evidence;  that  the  appearance  and 
of  the  witnesses,   their   candor,   or  apparent 
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prejudice  in  favor  of  one  party  or  the  other  were  matters 
which  could  not  be  determined  by  any  one  except  the  trial 
judge  who  saw  and  heard  them.  While  there  is  much  force 
in  thiB  argument,  the  question  has  been  decided  against 
the  contention  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  in  the  late  case  of 
O008  v.  Fred  Krug  Brewing  Company,  60  Neb.,  783. 

The  court  in  its  ninth  instruction  told  the  jury  that,  "If 
from  the  evidence  yon  find  and  believe  that  said  fire  was 
started  and  set  out  by  sparks  of  fire  emitted  from  the 
smokestack  of  the  defendant's  said  engine  and  that. they 
were  so  emitted  by  reason  of  defendant's  negligence  in  not 
having  equipped  said  engine  with  a  spark  arrester,  in 
proper  repair,  of  the  most  approved  kind  in  general  use  for 
locomotive  engines,  and  that  by  reason  thereof,  the  said 
sparks  of  fire  were  so  emitted  and  thereby  kindled  and 
started  said  fire  and  burned  plaintiff's  said  property,  then 
the  jury  in  that  case  should  find  for  the  plaintiff." 

It  is  insisted  that  this  instruction  is  erroneous  for  the 
reason  that  the  only  negligence  complained  of  in  the  peti- 
tion filed  was  the  want  of  proper  repair  of  the  locomotive 
and  engine  of  the  defendant  We  were  at  first  disposed  to 
think  that  the  court  erred  in  instructing  the  jury  as  above 
set  forth.  The  only  negligence  which  the  plaintiff  below 
alleged  against  the  defendant  below  was  a  failure  to  keep 
its  engines  in  proper  repair.  It  is  nowhere  alleged  or 
claimed  that  the  engines  were  not  equipped  with  the  best 
appliances  in  general  use,  and  the  issue  was  not  made  that 
the  company  was  in  any  manner  negligent  in  the  character 
of  the  appliances  with  which  its  locomotives  were  equipped. 
The  complaint  and  the  sole  issue  tendered  by  the  plaintiff 
was  the  negligence  of  the  company  in  a  failure  to  properly 
repair  its  engines.  We  find,  however,  that  the  instruction 
given  by  the  court  was  in  effect  asked  by  the  plaintiff  in 
error.  The  second  request  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  is  as 
follows: 

"If  you  believe  from  the  evidence  that  the  plaintiff's 
property  was  injured  by  fire  caused  by  fire  or  sparks  es- 
caping from  defendant's  locomotive  while  passing  along 
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the  railroad  in  manner  and  form  as  charged  in  plaintiff's 
petition,  then  these  facts  make  a  prima  facie  case  of  negli- 
gence against  the  defendant,  and  the  harden  of  proof  is 
then  upon  the  defendant  to  rebut  this  prima  facie  case  by 
showing  affirmatively,  by  a  preponderance  of  evidence,  that 
at  the  time  in  question  the  engine  was  properly  con- 
structed and  equipped  with  improved  appliances  in  gen- 
eral use  by  railroads  for  preventing  the  escape  of  fire ;,  and 
that  these  appliances  were  all  in  good  repair  and  condition 
as  regards  the  escape  of  fire,  or  that  all  reasonable  care 
and  caution  had  been  taken  to  keep  them  in  such  repair  and 
condition,  and  that  the  engine  was  carefully  and  skillfully 
handled,  as  regards  the  escape  of  fire  therefrom,  provided 
the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  no  fault  or  negligence  contribut- 
ing to  the  injury." 

A  party  cannot  predicate  error  upon  the  action  of  the 
court  in  giving  an  instruction  which  he  himself  requests. 
Complaint  is  also  made  that  the  verdict  is  not  supported 
by  the  evidence.  A  careful  examination  of  the  evidence 
leads  us  to  believe  that  under  the  well  known  rule  of  this 
eonrt  the  verdict  ought  not  to  be  disturbed.  The  evidence 
that  the  fire  was  caused  by  the  engine  of  the  plaintiff  in 
error  is  not  of  the  most  satisfactory  character,  but  we  can- 
not say  that  there  is  no  evidence  sufficient  to  support  it. 

We  recommend  the  affirmance  of  the  judgment 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


Wilhelm  Stein,  appellee,  v.  Mabous  L.  Parrottb  et 

AL.,  APPELLANTS. 

Ptleu  Jawuabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,886. 

Commissi oner'a  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Mortgage*:  AasArLTsn  Decree  DT  Objections  to  Confirmation.  A 
party  win  not  be  permitted  to  assail  the  regularity  of  a  decree  or 
foreclosure  by  objections  to  confirmation  of  a  aale  made  there- 
under. 
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2.  Xortgages:  True  fob  Objectors  to  Appraisal.  Objections  to  the 
appraisement  of  real  estate  to  be  sold  at  a  Judicial  Bale,  most  be 
lodged  before  the  sale. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Buffalo  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stjujvan,  J.    Affirmed. 

Earner  &  Earner,  for  appellants. 

Dryden  &  Mam,  contra* 

Albert,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  order  confirming  a  sale  of  real 
estate,  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  foreclosure  in  which 
the  mortgage  was  found  to  be  a  lien  on  the  premises  in  con- 
troversy, subject  only  to  a  certain  judgment  lien  in  favor 
of  the  defendants,  Dryden  and  Main.  The  decree  did  not 
provide  for  a  sale  of  the  premises  in  satisfaction  of  the 
judgment  lien  bat  only  for  the  amount  found  due  on  the 
mortgage.  It  appears  that,  at  the  time  the  decree  was 
rendered,  an  appeal  was  pending  in  this  court  from  the 
judgment  above  referred  to,  which  had  been  dnly  stayed  by 
a  supersedeas.  The  objection  to  the  confirmation  of  the 
sale,  relied  upon  in  this  court,  is :  "That  the  decree  of  the 
court  is  incorrect  in  this,  that  the  same  finds  that  the  al- 
leged lien  of  John  N.  Dryden  and  Louis  P.  Main,  for  the 
sum  of  $2,138.82,  is  now  pending  in  the  supreme  court, 
upon  error  proceedings,  from  the  judgment  of  the  court; 
whereas  said  case  is  pending  on  appeal,  and  a  supersedeas 
bond  has  been  given  and  approved,  and  there  can  be  no 
sale  of  said  premises  under  said  judgment,  and  this  case, 
by  reason  of  such  appeal,  must  remain  undetermined 
until  the  alleged  lien  of  the  said  Dryden  and  Main  is  dis- 
posed of  by  the  supreme  court." 

In  view  of  the  argument,  we  are  not  entirely  clear 
whether  the  objection  goeB  to  the  regularity  of  the  decree, 
or  the  regularity  of  deducting  the  amount  of  the  judgment 
mentioned  from  the  gross  appraised  value  of  the  property. 
In  our  view  of  the  case,  it  would  serve  no  useful  purpose 
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to  determine  that  question,  because  in  either  case  the  ob- 
jection was  properly  overruled.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
held  by  this  court  that  the  regularity  of  the  decree  cannot 
be  raised  in  objection  to  confirmation,  and  equally  as 
often  that  objections  to  the  appraisement  must  be  made 
before  the  sale  They  were  not  so  made  in  this  case.  We 
discover  no  error  on  the  part  of  the  court  in  this  record, 
and  recommend  that  the  order  of  confirmation  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CC,  concur. 


B.  M.  Webster  v.  Citizens  Bank  of  Omaha. 

Fruro  JiiruiBY  8,  1902.    No.  10,887. 

Commissioner1!!  opinion.     Department  "No.  2. 

1.  Limitation  of  Actions:    Absence  ebom  Stati:    Residence.     Where 

a  resident  of  this  state  against  whom  a  cause  of  action  has  ac- 
crued removes  hie  residence  to  another  state,  but  continues  his 
business  here  and  comes  to  the  state  openly,  notoriously  and  regu- 
larly each  business  day  and  there  remains  during  working  hours, 
he  Is  not  absent  from  the  state  within  the  meaning  of  section 
20,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  during  the  period  in  which  he  so 
comes  thereto  and  remains  therein. 

2.  Limitation  of  Actions:    Computation  of  Time.    In  such  case,  In  de- 

termining the  period  of  hie  absence  from  the  stats  within  the 
meaning  of  said  section,  It  Is  not  proper  to  reckon  the  aggregate 
number  of  hours  during  which  he  Is  out  of  the  state,  but,  where 
It  appears  that  he  came  regularly  to  his  office  In  the  state  each 
working  day  of  the  year  except  for  a  brief  annual  vacation.  If  the 
aggregate  of  such  vacations  and  of  the  days  on  which  he  did  not 
come  to  his  office  does  not  extend  the  statutory  period  of  limita- 
tion to  or  beyond  the  date  of  suit,  the  cause  of  action  Is  barred, 

Eeroe  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county.  Tried 
below  before  Slabaugh,  J.    Reversed. 

James  H.  Mcintosh  and  Charles  A.  Goes,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

If,  during  the  time  in  question,  the  party  was  subject  to  . 
service  of  process  within  the  state,  then  the  time  should  be 
27 
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computed ;  if  he  was  not,  the  time  should  not  be  computed, 
in  ascertaining  whether  or  not  the  statute  of  limitations 
had  run  before  the  bringing  of  the  action:  Stanley  v. 
Stanley,  47  Ohio  St.,  225;  Talcott  v.  Bennett,  49  Neb., 
569;  Conlon  v.  Ijanphcar,  37  Kan.,  431;  Hoggctt  v.  Emer- 
son, 8  Kan.,  262. 

John  P.  Breen,  contra. 

The  daily  visits  to  the  state  by  defendant  are  not,  under 
the  statute,  to  be  counted  against  plaintiff  in  a  computa- 
tion of  time  in  which  his  suit  must  be  commenced :  Edger- 
ton  v.  Wacliter,  9  Neb.,  500;  Minneapolis  Harvester  Works 
v.  S>nith,Z6  Neb.,  616;  Lane  v.  National  Bank,  6  Kan.,  74; 
Harrison  v.  Union  National  Bank,  12  Neb.,  499;  Nich- 
olas v.  Fartcell,  24  Neb.,  180;  Bennett  v.  Cook,  43  N.  Y., 
537;  Bell  v.  lamprey,  57  N.  H.,  168;  Borrottyhs  v. 
Bloomer,  5  Denio  [N.  Y.],  532;  Rockicood  v.  Whiting,  118 
Mass.,  337;  Whitcomb  v.  Keator,  59  Wis.,  609;  Armficld  v. 
Moore, QTS.  Car.,  34;  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  Law  [lBt  ed.]f 
744,  note  5. 

Pound,  C. 

The  Citizens  Bank  of  Omaha,  hereinafter  referred  to  as 
plaintiff,  sued  Webster,  hereinafter  styled  defendant,  upon 
a  check  given  by  the  latter  to  one  Johnson  on  March  8, 
1892.  Suit  was  brought  March  2, 1899.  Whether  the  suit 
was  upon  the  check  itself,  so  as  to  be  governed  by  the  flve- 
year  limitation,  or  was  not  rather  for  the  abstraction  of 
the  check  from  the  bank,  so  as  to  make  the  limitation  four 
years,  we  need  not  decide.  The  defendant  claimed  that  he 
gave  it  to  Johnson,  who  was  one  of  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
for  his  accommodation,  upon  a  promise  that  it  should  not 
be  presented,  and  that  Johnson  afterwards  returned  it  to 
him  as  promised.  In  addition  he  pleaded  the  statute  of 
limitations.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  and 
the  defendant  prosecutes  error. 

Many  interesting  questions  are  raised  in  the  record  and 
briefB,  but  we  have  not  found  it  necessary  to  investi^e 
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more  than  one.  Defendant  has  maintained  an  office  in 
Omaha  in  one  of  the  chief  office  buildings  in  that  city 
since  1890.  He  resided  in  Omaha  when  the  cause  of  action 
accrued,  but  in  December,  1895,  removed  hie  residence 
across  the  river  to  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  He  continued 
his  business  in  Omaha,  however,  and  from  the  time  of  re- 
moving his  residence  until  served  with  process  in  this 
cause,  regularly  came  to  his  office  every  day  but  Sunday 
and  there  remained  during  working  hours,  as  he  bad  done 
since  1890.  It  is  in  evidence  that  be  took  a  brief  vacation 
each  year.  But  except  for  that,  lie  was  always  in  Omaha 
during  working  hours  on  week  days  during  the  whole 
period  in  which  be  maintained  bis  residence  across  the 
state  line.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  question  is 
whether  plaintiff  may  avail  itself  of  the  last  clause  of  fac- 
tion 20,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  reads :  "If  after  the 
cause  of  action  accrues  he  depart  from  the  state,  or  ab- 
scond, and  conceal  himself,  the  time  of  his  absence  or  con- 
cealment shall  not  be  computed  as  any  part  of  the  period 
within  which  the  action  must  be  brought." 

This  is  a  subject  upon  which  decisions  in  other  states 
have  to  be  examined  with  great  care  in  order  to  ascertain 
their  applicability,  since  there  is  a  considerable  diversity 
in  the  various  statutes.  In  a  large  number  of  states,  the 
statute  provides  that  if  after  a  right  of  action  has  accrued 
against  a  person  "he  shall  be  absent  from  and  reside  out 
of  the  state"  the  time  of  his  absence  shall  not  be  taken  as 
part  of  the  period  limited  for  the  commencement  of  the  ac- 
tion. In  some  it  is  provided  that  the  time  of  his  absence 
"until  he  return  to  reside"  in  the  state  shall  not  be 
counted.  But  another  type  of  statute  is  to  be  found  in 
Ohio,  Kansas,  Oregon  and  Wyoming,  and  the  Nebraska 
statute  is  of  that  type.  These  statutes  omit  the  words 
"reside  out  of,"  and  provide  only  that  if  a  party  departs 
from  the  state  the  time  of  his  absence  shall  not  be  com- 
puted. The  statutes  of  the  several  states  are  classified  and 
the  substance  thereof  stated  in  Wood,  Limitation  of  Ac- 
tions [3d  ed.],  sections  241,  245.     Under  statutes  of  the 
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former  type,  it  has  been  settled  that  the  chief  criterion  is 
residence.  Thus  under  the  former  provision  of  the  New 
York  Code,  which  was  of  that  class,  it  was  held  in  cases 
very  similar  to  the  one  at  bar  that  defendants  who  lived  in 
New  Jersey  but  spent  the  whole  of  business  hours  on  every 
business  day  at  offices  which  they  maintained  in  New  York 
city  could  not  avail  themselves  of  the  statute;  Bctrnet  v. 
Cook,  43  N.  Y.,  537;  Baasett  v.  Ba-saett,  55  Barb.  [N. .  Y.], 
505.  This  holding  was  followed  also  in  New  Hampshire 
(Bell  v.  Lamprey,  57  N.  H.,  168),  and  in  Massachusetts 
(Rockirood  v.  Whiting,  118  Mass.,  337),  in  which  states, 
however,  the  statutes  used  the  words  be  "absent  from  and 
reside  out  of"  the  state.  But  the  injustice  and  impolicy 
of  such  a  rule  are  so  manifest  in  cases  where  a  person  per- 
manently engaged  in  business  in  one  state  and  constantly 
to  be  found  there  during  the  working  portion  of  every  busi- 
ness day  happens  to  live  across  the  state  line,  that  New 
York  in  1888  amended  her  statute  by  adding  the  words 
"and  remains  continuously  absent  therefrom  for  the  space 
of  one  year  or  more."  As  the  statute  now  stands,  it  is  held 
that  one  who  resides  ont  of  the  state  may  none  the  less 
claim  its  protection  unless  he  is  in  addition  to  his  non- 
residence  continuously  absent.  Bart  v.  Kip,  148  N.  Y., 
306,  42  N.  E.  Rep.,  712;  Costcllo  v.  Downer,  19  N.  Y.  App. 
I>iv.  Rep.,  434;  Connecticut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.  v. 
Weotl,  58  N.  Y.  App.  Div.  Rep.,  493.  The  question  before 
ns,  then,  is  whether  we  shall  construe  our  statute  to  mean 
"reside  out  of  the  state"  when  it  says  "depart"  and  Bhall 
construe  "absence"  as  meaning  non-residence,  or  whether 
we  shall  recognize  some  force  in  the  omission  of  any  ref- 
erence to  residence  in  our  statute  and  give  effect  thereto. 
Counsel  for  plaintiff  states  his  position  thus :  "When  a  man 
changes  his  residence  and  domicile  to  another  state  he  has 
'departed'  from  this  state  and  remains  'absent*  within  the 
meaning  of  this  section  of  our  statute  until  he  again  takes 
up  his  residence  within  it"  In  other  words,  although  a 
man  is  physically  and  actually  present  in  a  place  other 
than  his  residence,  he  is,  for  the  purposes  of  this  statute, 
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constructively  absent  and  at  the  place  where  he  resides. 
We  do  not  believe  that  such  is  the  correct  interpretation 
of  statutes  such  as  ours,  nor  do  we  think  statutes  which 
make  non-residence  an  express  ground  of  exception  have 
any  bearing  thereon.  Absence  and  non-residence  are  two 
entirely  different  things.  Thus  a  man  may  reside  on  a  home- 
stead in  one  county,  and  yet  be  long  absent  therefrom  and 
in  another  connty.  Corey  v.  Schuster,  44  Neb.,  269. 
Equally  he  may  reside  in  Iowa,  and  yet  be  continuously 
present  in  the  state  of  Nebraska  accessible  to  service  of 
summons  for  many  years.  This  is  forcibly  illustrated  by 
the  decisions  under  the  present  statute  in  New  York,  where 
persons  resident  in  New  Jersey  are  yet  within  the  protec- 
tion of  the  statute  because  they  have  not  been  continuously 
absent  from  New  York  for  one  year.  The  purpose  of  the 
statute  is  practical, — to  afford  requisite  time  and  facility 
for  reasonably  diligent  prosecution  of  claims.  If  a  party 
resides  in  the  state,  it  is  a  proper  construction  to  hold  that 
mere  temporary  absences  do  not  suspend  the  statute  and 
that  they  cannot  be  tacked  one  to  another  so  as  to  prolong 
the  statute.  Blodgett  v.  Utley,  4  Neb.,  at  page  30 ;  Hedges  v. 
Roach,  16  Neb.,  677.  In  such  cases  there  is  no  interrup- 
tion of  the  possibility  of  service,  since  the  party  is,  during 
each  of  such  absences,  open  to  service  at  his  nsnal  place  of 
residence.  '  But  the  very  considerations  that  lead  to  this 
conclusion  under  a  statute  which  makes  no  reference  to 
non-residence  except  as  it  may  be  involved  in  absence  or 
departure  constrain  the  further  conclusion  that  where  a 
party  is  actually  present  in  the  state  every  day  during  the 
period  of  limitation  and  may  be  served  with  summons  at 
any  time  during  such  period  he  is  not  to  be  deprived  of 
the  protection  of  the  statute  merely  because  he  resides  out 
of  the  state,  a  fact  which,  of  itself,  our  statute  does  not 
regard.  This  is  the  established  construction  of  the  stat- 
ute of  Kansas,  which  is  like  ours  in  all  essential  partic- 
ulars. Boggett  v.  Emerson,  8  Kan.,  262;  Cordon  v.  Lan- 
phear,S7  Kan.,  431, 15  Pac.  Rep.,  600.  Brewer,  J.,  puts  the 
point  very  tersely  in  the  former  case.    The  language  of 
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the  statute,  is,  he  says,  "  'Be  out  of  the  state,'  not  reside 
out  of  the  state.  The  question  is  not  one  of  domicile,  but 
of  personal  presence.  A  party  may  reside  in  Illinois,  and 
yet  spend  more  than  half  his  time  in  Kansas."  No  express 
adjudications  have  come  to  our  attention  from  any  other 
states  having  a  statute  like  our  own,  But  a  dictum  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Ohio,  passing  on  a  statute  which  makes 
no  mention  of  residence,  is  very  suggestive.  "Presence  of 
the  defendant  within  the  state,  so  that  he  mny  be  sued, 
avails  in  his  favor;  absence  from  the  state,  whether  at  the 
accruing  of  the  action  or  afterwards,  suspends  the  running 
of  the  statute."  Stanley  v.  Stanley,  47  Ohio  St.,  225,  24 
N.  E.  Rep.,  493.  This  is  an  eminently  reasonable  view  of 
the  intent  with  which  the  provision  in  question  was 
framed.  The  important  practical  question  is,  was  the 
party  within  reach  of  process  in  the  state?  "The  scope 
and  purpose  of  the  entire  section,"  says  Brewer,  J.,  in 
Hoggett  v.  Emerson,  supra,  "is  to  suspend  the  running  of 
the  statute  during  such  periods  of  time  as  the  debtor  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  process  from  the  courts  of  this  state." 
The  same  view  was  takeji  in  Blodgctt  v.  Utley,  4  Neb.,  25, 
where  the  court  considered  the  proper  test  to  be  whether 
"during  that  period,  the  right  to  proceed  in  our  courts  to 
reduce  the  claim  to  judgment  is  suspended."  And  in  Tal- 
cott  v.  Bennett,  49  Neb.,  569,  Hoggett  v.  Emerson,  supra, 
was  cited  with  approval  in  passing  on  a  collateral  ques- 
tion. We  do  not  think  the  several  cases  where  this  court 
has  used  the  word  "reside"  or  "residence"  in  connection 
with  the  section  in  question  are  of  any  weight  to  the  con- 
trary. A  person  commonly  is  at  his  residence,  not  else- 
where. When  one  becomes  a  non-resident,  he  does  not,  as 
-  a  rule,  remain  in  the  state.  Hence  in  most  cases,  so  long 
as  absence  and  non-residence  were  concurrent,  the  court, 
not  having  its  attention  directed  to  the  matter,  might  use 
one  word  or  the  other  indifferently.  Edgerton  v.  Wachter, 
9  Neb.,  500,  might  seem  to  be  more  in  point.  Of  this  case 
it  must  be  remarked  that  it  was  not  properly  a  decision  of 
the  court  at  all,  having  been  submitted  to  one  of  the  judges 
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by  agreement  of  the  parties,  the  other  two  being  disquali- 
fied to  sit;  that  it  failB  to  notice  the  clear  distinction  be- 
tween the  provisions  of  our  Code  and  the  general  run  of 
such  statutes;  that  it  cites  cases  based  upon  and  constru- 
■  ing  statutes  of  another  type;  that  the  main  argument  re- 
lied upon,  namely,  that  the  statute  of  limitations  cannot 
run  at  the  same  time  in  two  jurisdictions,  is  obviously  fal- 
lacious in  view  of  the  fact  that  this  is  not  a  question  of 
aatural  law,  but  of  statutory  construction,  and  whether 
limitation  runs  or  not  in  each  jurisdiction  must  depend 
apon  the  wording  of  the  statute  there  in  force;  and  that  it 
proceeds  upon  the  first  clause  of  section  20,  not  upon  the 
one  here  in  question.  Hence  we  do  not  think  it  controlling 
in  this  case.  We  need  not  consider  how  far  it  is  a  correct 
construction  of  the  first  clause  of  section  20  because  the 
considerations  governing  the  construction  of  the  words 
"come  into"  in  that  clause  and  of  "depart  from"  and  "ab- 
sence" in  the  last  clause  are  not  altogether  the  same.  It 
may  well  be  that  where  a  cause  of  action  accrues  in  Iowa 
against  a  resident  of  that  state,  he  does  not  "come  into" 
this  state,  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  until  he 
comes  permanently  by  taking  up  his  residence  here,  and 
yet  at  the  same  time  that  one  who  has  always  been  in  the 
state  and  continues  to  keep  up  his  business  and  to  speud 
the  whole  of  his  working  hours  within  our  limits,  does  not 
depart  and  is  not  absent,  within  the  meaning  of  the  next 
clause,  merely  because  he  maintains  his  home  across  the 
state  line.  We  should  require  something  more  than  this 
decision  to  constrain  us  to  an  interpretation  of  the  statute, 
not  called  for  by  its  words,  which  would  lead  to  the  un- 
fortunate situation  from  which  one  state  at  least  has  had 
to  extricate  itself  by  express  legislation. 

If  we  have  correctly  interpreted  the  statute,  the  time 
during  which  the  defendant  resided  in  Iowa  is  not  to  be 
deducted  from  the  period  of  limitation  except  so  far  as 
during  that  time  he  was  actually  absent  from  the  state. 
It  is  admitted  that  he  was  so  absent  every  Sunday,  every 
night  and  for  short  vacation  periods  each  year.    How 
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are  we  to  reckon  the  time  during  which  he  was  absent? 
Are  we  to  take  the  number  of  hours  in  the  statutory 
period  of  five  yeaTs  and  determine  whether  or  not  the  de- 
fendant was  in  Omaha  that  many  hours  after  the  cause  of 
action  accrued,  or  are  we  to  take  the  number  of  days  and 
ascertain  whether  the  number  of  days  during  the  five  years 
on  which  he  was  not  in  Omaha  openly  and  notoriously  and 
accessible  to  service  during  the  working  hours  thereof, 
added  together,  would  carry  the  statutory  period  up  to  or 
beyond  the  date  when  this  suit  was  begun.  Some  dicta 
in  Bennett  v.  Cook,  43  N.  Y.,  537,  indicate  that  the  former 
.  process  might  be  admissible,  and  plaintiff's  counsel  has 
framed  his  argument  accordingly.  But  the  remarks  in 
question  are  obiter  and  not  argued  or  apparently  much 
considered.  We  cannot  agree  that  they  afford  a  proper 
method  of  reckoning.  The  statute  ought  to  be  given  a 
common  sense  construction  to  further  its  obvious  purpose. 
The  night  hours  during  which  the  defendant  waB  in  Iowa 
were  not  necessary  or  of  any  utility  to  anyone  who  wished 
to  sue  defendant  so  long  as  he  was  notoriously  at  his 
office  in  Omaha  throughout  the  working  hours  of  the  day 
through  the  entire  year.  No  one  was  hindered  or  ob- 
structed in  getting  service  on  him  by  his  going  to  Iowa 
over  night  so  long  as  he  was  always  accessible  in  Nebraska 
during  the  day.  When  the  plaintiff  got  ready  to  sue  him, 
he  was  sued  and  served  in  Douglas  county,  Nebraska.  It 
seems  clear,  therefore,  that  the  days  on  which  he  was  not 
in  Omaha,  and  accessible  to  service  are  to  be  taken  into 
account,  not  the  number  of  hours  during  which  he  was 
in  Iowa.  Looking  at  it  thus,  if  we  allow  two  months  of 
each  year  for  vacations  and  holidays,  which  is  far  more 
than  the  testimony  shows,  and  52  Sundays  a  year,  we 
would  have  four  months  and  104  days  of  absence  in  all, 
had  he  resided  in  Iowa  the  full  term  of  two  years.  But  he 
had  resided  there  only  one  year  and  three  months  of  the 
time  that  elapsed  after  accrual  of  the  cause  of  action  till 
the  expiration  of  the  five  year  limitation.  It  is  obvious, 
therefore,  that  the  period  of  absence  thus  computed  is  the 
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extreme  that  could  be  made  oat  from  the  evidence.  At 
the  time  he  changed  his  residence  to  Iowa,  three  years  and 
nine  months  of  the  statutory  period  had  elapsed.  Three 
years  and  three  months  more  elapsed  till  suit  was  brought. 
Of  that  time,  if  we  take  the  moat  liberal  view  of  the  evi- 
dence possible,  reckoning  the  days  on  which  he  was  not  in 
Omaha  throughout  business  hours  and  liable  to  service 
of  process,  the  extreme  aggregate  of  defendant's  absences 
was  only  four  months  of  vacations  and  holidays  and  104 
Sundays.  This  aggregate,  added  to  the  year  and  three 
months  the  statute  had  yet  to  run,  obviously  brings  the 
bar  of  the  statute  well  inside  the  date  of  the  commence- 
ment of  this  action. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  reversed 
and  the  cause  remanded. 

Sbdgwiok  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


William  Dbbbinq  &  Company  v.  H.  P.  Walter  bt  al. 

FlIXD  JANUABY  8.  1902.     No.  10,895. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Bills  and  Notes:  Stipui-itiob  Waivlnq  Damages:  Consdieiiatioh. 
If  a  note  which  la  given  In  settlement  of  a  past  due  indebtedness, 
and  which  extends  the  time  of  payment,  contains  a  stipulation  re- 
leasing and  discharging  all  claims  for  damages  arising  out  of  the 
transaction  hi  which  the  Indebtedness  was  incurred,  the  stipula- 
tion rests  upon  a  sufficient  consideration  and  will  be  upheld. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Butler  county.    Tried 
below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Reversed. 

0.  P.  Davis  and  Robert  Ryan,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Steel  Bros,  and  Eastings  &  Hall,  contra. 
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Ames,  C. 

This  cause  was  submitted  without  oral  argument  upon 
the  brief  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  alone.  For  the  purposes 
of  this  opinion  the  state  of  the  record  is  taken  to  be  such 
as  it  is  represented  to  be  by  the  brief.  It  is  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  if  there  was  any  important  misrepresen- 
tation of  fact  in  the  brief,  the  defendants  in  error  would 
have  taken  pains  to  point  it  out. 

In  1891  the  defendants  purchased  of  the  plaintiff 
at  Rising  City,  Neb.,  a  Deering  harvester  and  binder, 
giving  in  payment  therefor  their  three  certain  promis- 
sory notes,  dated  August  3, 1891,  payable  as  follows,  viz. : 
one  for  $35,  due  Jan.  1, 1892 ;  one  for  $50,  due  Jan.  1, 1893 ; 
one  for  $55,  due  Jan.  1, 1894.  The  first  and  second  matur- 
ing notes  were  paid  shortly  after  maturity  thereof.  On  or 
about  Jan.  1,  1894,  the  time  of  payment  of  the  third  note 
above  referred  to  was  extended  by  the  following  instru- 
ment: 
"$61.60.  January  1,  1894. 

On  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Apr.,  1894,  for  value  received, 
I,  the  undersigned,  as  principal,  of  Reading  township, 
county  of  Butler,  and  state  of  Nebraska,  promise  to  pay 
to  William  Deering  &  Co.  (an  incorporated  company 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Illinois) ,  or  order,  sixty-one 
and  60-100  dollars,  payable  at  the  Rising  City  Bank,  in 
Rising  City,  Nebraska,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  annually,  from  the  date 
hereof  until  paid.  And  in  consideration  of  the  renewal 
and  extension  of  my  note,  No.  128012,  heretofore  held 
by  said  company,  I  hereby  acknowledge  full  satisfaction 
of  and  unconditionally  release  and  relinquish  all  claim  or 
claims  against  the  said  William  Deering  &  Co.,  arising 
out  of  the  purchase  from  said  company  of  the  certain 
machine  for  which  the  note  .(or  notes),  of  which  this  is 
a  renewal,  was  given.  H.  P.  Walter. 

"J.  L.  Walter." 

The  action  is  upon  this  note.    It  is  alleged  in  the  an- 
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swer,  and  evidence  was  admitted  on  the  trial,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  of  the  machine  in  1891,  the  plaintiff  had 
given  a  written  warranty  of  it,  in  certain  particulars,  of 
which  warranty  there  had  been  a  breach  resulting  in  dam- 
ages to  the  defendant.  It  is  also  alleged  that  at  the  time 
of  the  giving  of  the  note  in  suit,  the  plaintiff  agreed  orally 
to  put  the  machine  in  repair  so  that  it  would  do  good 
work  in  the  season  of  1894,  but  had  neglected  and  refused 
so  to  do.  There  was  no  competent  evidence  of  the  alleged 
parol  agreement  because  it  is  not  shown  that  one  Harri- 
son, who  was  a  mere  collector  for  the  plaintiff,  and  who  is 
claimed  to  have  made  it  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff, 
as  its  agent,  had  any  authority  for  so  doing.  Under  this 
state  of  the  pleadings  and  evidence,  any  inquiry  concern- 
ing the  alleged  warranty  and  a  breach  of  it  and  resulting 
damages,  was  clearly  immaterial  and  irrelevant.  The 
note  sued  upon  is  not  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  by 
any  unfair  means  and  it  expressly,  and  in  the  clearest 
language,  and  upon  a  sufficient  consideration,  to-wit,  an 
extension  of  time  for  the  payment  of  a  part  of  the  in- 
debtedness, waives  and  releases  all  claimB  for  damages 
arising  out  of  the  purchase  of  the  machine.  Due  and 
seasonable  exceptions  to  these  errors  were  taken  by  the 
plaintiff  both  during  the  progress  of  the  trial  and  by 
request  for  instructions,  and  the  trial  having  resulted  in 
a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff 
brings  the  case  here  by  proceedings  in  error  for  a  reversal 
which  is  clearly  its  right 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 

Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 
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William  Depjung  &  Company  v.  H.  P.  Wai/ter  et  al, 

Ftlid  July  1,  1»02.    No.  10,896. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Submission  Ex  Paste-.  Statements  op  Rkoobd 
IN  Brief.  Ordinarily  when  a  cause  1b  submitted  without  oral 
argument  and  upon  the  brief  of  the  plaintiff  In  error  alone,  the 
statements  of  the  brief  as  to  the  contents  of  the  record  will  be 
treated  as  true  and  accurate. 

£.  Appeal  and  Error:  Instbuotiobt  Without  Pbejttoice,  a  party  can 
not  be  beard  to  complain  of  error  In  an  Instruction  from  which 
he  suffered  no  prejudice. 

8.  Appeal  and  Error:  Conflicting  Evidence:  Conclusions  or  Fact. 
Conclusions  of  fact  drawn  by  a  Jury  from  conflicting  evidence  will 
not  be  disturbed. 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  361. 

Ebeoe  from  the  district  court  for  Btitler  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Judgment  below  affirmed. 

O.  P.  Davis,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Hastings  <£  Hall  and  S.  H.  Steele,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  action  was  submitted  without  brief  or  oral  argu- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  defendant  in  error,  and  decided  by 
an  opinion  filed  on  the  8th  day  of  January  of  this  year. 
Afterwards  a  motion  for  a  rehearing  was  granted  and 
the  case  has  been  again  submitted  upon  briefs  by  both 
parties.  The  negligence  of  counsel  for  the  defendant  in 
error,  at  the  former  hearing,  is  without  valid  excuse,  and 
to  it  is  due  whatever  of  oversight  was  committed  by  the 
court.  It  is  not  an  unreasonable  rule,  that  statements 
by  reputable  counsel  in  printed  briefs,  as  to  the  issues 
and  facts  disclosed  by  the  records  in  a  case  before  the 
court,  will  be  taken  as  accurate  unless  they  are  chal- 
lenged by  their  adversaries.    This  proposition  derives  es- 
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pecial  force  from  the  fact  that  attorneys  are  advocates, 
and  however  honorable  and  upright,  are  by  the  very  nature 
of  their  occupation  inclined  to  a  biased  and  prejudiced 
view,  in  favor  of  their  clients,  of  matters  which  they  are 
engaged  in  litigating,  so  that  opposing  counsel,  who  are 
not  lightly  to  be  accused  of  negligence,  must  be  supposed 
to  have  carefully  examined  such  statements  and  to  have 
corrected  whatever  in  them  they  have  found  to  be  amiss. 
This  is  the  especial  Berviee  which  attorneys  are  hired 
to  do.  The  recital  of  facts  contained  in  the  former  opinion 
needs  to  be  supplemented  and  corrected  by  saying  that, 
as  it  now  appears,  the  fact  of  the  making  of  the  alleged 
oral  agreement  by  the  agent  Harrison  and  the  question 
of  his  authority  to  make  it,  instead  of  being  as  we  for- 
merly supposed  unsupported  by  competent  evidence,  were 
the  subject  of  sharp  conflict  in  the  testimony  presented 
upon  the  trial,  and  the  issue  thereon  having  been  fairly 
submitted  to  the  jury,  their  verdict  thereon  in  favor  of 
the  defendant  in  error  is  obligatory  upon  this  court.  This 
agreement  which  is  alleged,  and  also  found  by  the  jury 
to  have  been  the  principal,  if  not  the  only,  consideration 
for  which  the  note  was  given,  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
plaintiff  should  put  the  harvester  in  such  condition  and 
repair  that  it  should  ,do  good  work  during  the  season 
of  1894,  and  that  if  it  should  fail  so  to  do  the  note  should 
not  be  payable.  The  making  of  that  agreement  was  an 
admission  that  the  machine  was  then  out  of  repair.  The 
note  itself  acknowledged  that  the  maker  had  some  claim 
or  claims  against  the  payee,  growing  out  of  the  purchase 
of  the  machine  which  was  expressly  released,  relinquished 
and  satisfied  in  consideration  of  the  extension  of  the  time 
of  payment  effected  by  the  transaction.  Such  being  the 
case  we  do  not  think  it  material  to  inquire  what  those 
claims  were,  or  how  they  arose,  or  whether  the  inefficient 
condition  of  the  machine  calling  for  repairs  constituted 
a  breach  of  a  previous  warranty.  All  these  matters  were 
set  at  rest  by  the  note  itself  together  with  the  parol  agree- 
ment   The  remaining  question  in  the  case  is,  whether  the 
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agreement  to  make  repairs  was  performed  by  the  plaintiff. 
This  too  was  an  inquiry  of  fact  submitted  to  the  jury  upon 
conflicting  evidence  and  conclusively  answered  by  their 
verdict  The  plaintiff  in  error  complains  that  certain 
instructions  given  to  the  jury  were  erroneous  in  incor- 
rectly stating  the  measure  of  damages  upon  a  breach  of 
warranty.  If  so,  the  error  was  without  prejudice  to  the 
plaintiff.  If  the  jury  found  the  parol  agreement  was  made 
as  alleged,  no  question  of  damages  could  properly  arise 
in  an  action  upon  the  note  under  the  issue  as  joined.  The 
agreement  and  its  breach  merely  canceled  the  note  and 
defeated  a  recovery.  The  defendant  could  not  in  that 
action,  recover  or  recoup  damages  for  breach  of  a  prior, 
superseded,  canceled  and  satisfied  contract,  and  the  plain- 
tiff could  rightfully  have  recovered  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  the  face  of  his  note  and  interest.  This  view  of  the 
matter  was  evidently  taken  by  the  jury. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  former  decision  of  this  court 
be  vacated  and  set  aside  and  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  affirmed. 

Albert  and  Dtjffie,  CO.,  concnr. 

The  former  decision  of  this  court  is  vacated  and  Bet 
aside  and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  affirmed. 

Judgment  below  affirmed. 


William  H.  Caenahan,  appellant,  v.  Charles  M.  Bbbw 
ster  et  al.,  Impleaded  with  John  L.  Means,  ap- 


Filed  Jamuabt  8,  1902.    No.  10,916. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1,  Estoppel:    Pleading.     When  an  estoppel  la  relied  on   It  must  be 

pleaded. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Issues  rw  Appellate  Couet.    It  la  a  well  defined 

rule  of  this  court  that  under  all  ordinary  circumstances  parties 
will  be  restricted  In  the  appellate  court  to  the  same  Issues  on 
which  they  relied  In  the  court  of  original  Jurisdiction. 
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3.  Default:    Effect  as  to   Pleading.     A  default,  by   a  party   properly 

Barred,  Is  a  confession  only  or  such  tacts  as  are  properly  pleaded 
In  the  petition. 

4.  Mortgage*:  Foreclosure :    Deficiency  Judgment:    When  Bendebed. 

Under  section  847  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  as  it  existed  be- 
fore Its  repeal,  a  deficiency  Judgment  could  not  be  rendered  until 
the  mortgaged  property  had  been  exhausted  by  sale  and  connrma 
lion  thereof. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Howard  county. 
Tried  below  before  Thompson,  J.    Affirmed. 

Tibbetx  Bros.  &  Morey,  for  appellant. 

W.  H.  Thompson,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  suit  had  its  origin  in  an  action  instituted  by  the 
plaintiff  against  a  number  of  defendants  in  the  district 
court  for  Howard  county,  Nebraska,  for  the  foreclosure 
of  a  real  estate  mortgage.  The  action  was  begun  in  Jan- 
uary, 1890.  The  only  question  involved  in  the  original 
suit  which  is  now  before  us  for  consideration  arises  on  the 
allegation  contained  in  the  ninth  paragraph  of  plaintiff's 
original  petition.  This  paragraph  is  as  follows:  "De- 
fendant, John  L.  Means,  claims  the  title  to  the  said  prem- 
ises by  virtue  of  a  purchase  of  the  same  at  a  judicial  sale; 
and  said  John  L.  Means  assumed  and  agreed  with  the 
plaintiff,  to  pay  plaintiff's  said  mortgage,  by  due  and 
solemn  promise  in  writing,  and  Means,  wife  of  John  L. 
Means  has  no  interest  except  such  as  arises  from  such 
marriage  relation."  On  the  28th  day  of  September,  1891, 
defendant,  John  L.  Means,  being  in  default  for  an  an- 
swer, the  court  entered  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
for  the  amount  due  on  the  mortgage  against  John  L. 
Means,  and  others,  and  ordered  the  mortgaged  property 
■old.  On  the  same  day  an  entry  was  made  permitting  the 
defendant,  Means,  and  others,  to  file  answers  on  their 
liability  for  deficiency.  On  the  29th  day  of  September, 
1891,  defendant,  Means,  filed  his  answer  to  the  allegation 
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contained  in  the  ninth  paragraph  of  plaintiff's  petition 
and  denied  any  consideration  for  the  promise  in  writing 
alleged  on  in  plaintiff's  petition.  After  the  filing  of  this 
answer  the  cause  of  action  between  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant, Means,  appears  to  have  been  continued  either  by 
agreement  or  on  application  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
contending  parties  until  the  14th  day  of  November,  1898, 
at  which  time  the  plaintiff  filed  a  reply  in  the  nature  of 
a  general  denial  to  the  answer  of  defendant,  Means.  After 
the  filing  of  this  reply  the  cause  was  again  continued  on 
the  application  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curring  further  testimony  and  on  the  ninth  day  of  March, 
1899,  a  trial  was  had  to  the  court  and  judgment  was 
entered  for  the  defendant  and  plaintiff  appeals: 

The  first  contention  that  plaintiff  urges  for  a  reversal 
of  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  is  that  the  decree  of 
foreclosure  entered  on  the  28th  day  of  September,  1891, 
estops  the  defendant  from  setting  up  any  defense  existing 
at  the  time  the  decree  was  rendered  and  that  the  order 
of  the  court  permitting  him  to  answer  would  only  avail  him 
for  the  purpose  of  interposing  subsequent  defenses  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  tendering  any  issue  that  could  have 
been  determined  at  the  time  of  the  decree.  Even  if  we 
were  inclined  to  follow  this  technical  construction  of  the 
effect  of  the  decree  and  leave  to  answer  granted  by  the 
court  on  the  same  day  we  could  not  then  see  our  way  clear 
to  give  plaintiff  the  benefit  of  such  construction  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  seven  years  after  the  decree  had  been  rendered 
he  filed  a  reply  to  defendant's  answer  and  neglected  to 
interpose  his  plea  of  estoppel.  It  is  now  so  well  settled 
as  to  be  elementary,  that  when  a  party  relies  on  an  es- 
toppel he  must  plead  it,  and  it  is  useless  to  cite  authorities 
on  this  question. 

There  is  another  cogent  reason  why  plaintiff  should 
not  now  be  heard  on  his  plea  of  estoppel  and  that  is  be- 
cause of  his  failure  to  interpose  this  plea  in  the  court 
below.  It  is  a  well  defined  rule  of  this  court  that  under 
all  ordinary  circumstances  parties  will  be  restricted  in 
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the  appellate  court  to  the  same  issues  on  which  they  re- 
lied in  the  court  of  original  jurisdiction.  Smith  v.  Spauld- 
ing,  40  Neb,,  339;  Omaha  Brewing  Association  v.  Wueth- 
rich,  47  Neb.,  920;  Moline,  Mitburn  &  Stoddard  Go.  v. 
Wood  Mowing  &  Reaping  Machine  Co.,  49  Neb.,  at  page 
879. 

There  is  another  good  reason  why  the  decree  of  Sep- 
tember 28,  1891,  should  not  have  estopped  the  defendant 
from  denying  personal  liability,  even  if  such  estoppel  had 
been  pleaded,  and  that  is  that  the  allegations  of  the  ninth 
paragraph  of  plaintiff's  petition  failed  to  allege  any  con- 
sideration for  the  alleged  promise  of  defendant,  Means, 
to  pay  plaintiffs  debt  and  therefore  did  not  state  a  good 
cause  of  action  for  a  deficiency  judgment  against  him. 
Green  v.  Sail,  45  Neb.,  89,  63  N.  W.  Rep.,  119. 

While  defendant,  Means,  had  been  served  with  proper 
process  and  was  in  default  at  the  time  the  decree  of 
September  28,  1891,  was  entered  against  him,  yet  a  de- 
fault by  a  party  to  a  suit  who  has  been  properly  served  is 
a  confession  of  only  such  facts  as  are  properly  pleaded. 
Lincoln  National  Bank  v.  Virgin,  36  Neb.,  735,  55  N.  W. 
Rep.,  218. 

The  evidence  offered  in  the  court  below  appears  to  fully 
sustain  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  learned  trial  judge. 
It  appears  from  the  testimony  that  defendant,  Means, 
claimed  some  interest  in  the  mortgaged  premises  by  rea- 
son of  a  mortgage  subsequent  to  that  of  plaintiff  and  that 
Means  was  foreclosing  his  mortgage  before  this  suit  was 
instituted  and  that  he  sent  the  following  letter  to  Mc- 
Kinlcy  &  Lanning,  agents  for  the  plaintiff,  on  the  6th 
day  of  September,  1889: 

"Grand  Island,  Neb.,  September  6,  1889. 
"Meat.  McKmlcy  &  Lanning,  Hasting*,  Neb. 

"Gbnts:  Tours  of  the  4th  came  during  my  absence  from 
home.  In  reply  would  say  regarding  the  Brewster  loan 
in  Howard  county  will  say  that  I  am  negotiating  a  sale 
of  this  property  and  hope  to  close  the  deal  very  soon.  This 
is  to  be  a  cash  sale,  and  if  I  succeed,  I  will  pay  up  the 
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mortgage  in  full.     Should  I  not  succeed  in  making  this 
sale  will  pay  you  the  amount  of  interest  due. 

"Very  respectfully,  John  L.  Means." 

It  is  on  the  promise  contained  in  this  letter  to  pay  the 
interest  that  plaintiff  relies.  Defendant  testifies  that  he 
received  no  consideration  whatever  for  this  promise  and 
this  proposition  is  not  specifically  denied  by  the  testimony 
of  plaintiff's  witnesses,  nor  is  there  any  allegation  of  con- 
sideration in  plaintiff's  petition,  as  we  have  already 
pointed  out.  There  is  no  evidence  that  plaintiff  ever  agreed 
to  extend  the  time  of  payment  of  this  mortgage  or  to  for- 
bear for  any  specified  time  the  beginning  of  an  action  for 
the  foreclosure  of  hi8  lien  in  consideration  of  this  promise 
by  the  defendant  to  pay  the  interest  We  are  therefore  of 
the  opinion  that  the  promise,  although  in  writing,  was  a 
mere  nudum  pactum  and  will  not  support  an  action  against 
the  defendant.  In  State  v.  Holcomb,  46  Neb.,  at  page 
615,  65  N.  W.  Rep.,  at  page  874,  it  is  said  by  this  court: 
"Reciprocal  promises  as  the  basis  of  a  valid  agreement, 
must  be  equally  obligatory  upon  the  parties,  so  that  each 
may  have  an  action  thereon;  otherwise  such  agreement  is 
nudum  pactum." 

There  is  still  another  reason  why  the  judgment  of  the 
trial  court  should  be  affirmed  and  that  is  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  record  that  shows  the  coming  in  of  the 
report  and  the  confirmation  of  the  sale  before  the  action 
for  the  alleged  deficiency  was  sought  to  be  enforced 
against  the  defendant.  Under  section  847  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure  which  was  in  force  in  181)1,  a  deficiency 
judgment  could  only  be  rendered  after  the  mortgaged 
proj>erty  had  been  exhausted  and  no  personal  judgment 
could  be  entered  until  after  the  coming  in  of  the  report  of 
the  sale  and  the  confirmation  thereof.  Clapp  v.  Maxwell, 
13  Neb.,  542.  ' 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Sedgwick,  C,  concurs  in  the  conclusion  reached. 
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Pound,  0.,  concurring. 

I  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  my  brother  Oldham 
for  the  reason  that  the  record  fails  to  show  confirmation 
of  the  sale  at  which,  the  deficiency  accrued.  As  to  the  ap- 
plicability of  Lincoln  National  Bank  v.  Virgin,  36  Neb., 
735,  to  this  cause,  I  prefer  to  express  no  opinion. 


Dennis  Sullivan  v.  Alonzo  Haight. 

Filed  Jaitoaky  S,  1902.    No.  10,954. 

CoramiBsioner'H  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Forcible  Entry  and  Detainer:  Appeal  and  Errob.  No  appeal  lay  to  the 
district  court  from  the  Judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  In  pro- 
ceedings in  forcible  entry  and  detainer  prior  to  the  enactment  of 
chapter  86,  Laws  of  1901. 

Bbror  from  the  district  court  for  Platte  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hollbnbeck,  J.     Reversed  with  directions. 

McAllister  &  Cornelius,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Reeder  &  Albert,  contra. 

Oldham,  G. 

This  was  an  action  in  forcible  entry  and  detainer  prose- 
cuted by  the  defendant  in  error  against  the  plaintiff  in 
error  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Platte  county,  Ne- 
braska. There  was  a  judgment  for  the  defendant  in  error 
before  the  justice  and  plaintiff  in  error  attempted  to  have 
this  judgment  reviewed  on  appeal  in  the  district  court  for 
Platte  county.  The  district  court  attempted  to  entertain 
the  appeal  and  trial  was  had  de  novo  there  and  defendant 
in  error  again  recovered  judgment.  This  judgment  plain- 
tiff in  error  seeks  to  have  reviewed  in  this  court. 

This  case  presents  the  same  question  as  that  presented 
in  Armstrong  v.  Mayer,  60  Neb.,  423.  Under  the  rule 
then  established  the  district  court  obtained  no  jurisdiction 
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of  the  subject-matter  of  the  case  by  the  attempted  appeal, 
hence  all  the  proceedings  had  in  that  court  were  a  mere 
nullity  and  the  judgment  must  therefore  be  reversed ;  but 
as  the  attempted  appeal  was  taken  and  the  subsequent 
proceedings  in  the  district  court  were  had  at  the  instance 
of  plaintiff  in  error,  we  think  the  costs  should  be  taxed 
to  plaintiff  in  error. 

We  recommend  accordingly  that  the  judgment  be  re- 
versed and  the  district  court  directed  to  dismiss  the  pre- 
tended appeal,  and  that  the  costs  be  taxed  to  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  is  reversed  and  the  district  court  is  di- 
rected to  dismiss  the  pretended  appeal. 

Kevebsed  with  directions. 


George  W.  Marsh  btal.  v.  State  of  Nebraska,  ex  eel. 
Hannah  North,  et  al. 

Filed  January  8.  1902.    No.  12,091. 
Commlsslo tier's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Motion  fo»  New  Trial.    Thia  court  will  not  re- 

view the  proceedings  of  the  district  court  by  petition  in  error 
unless  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  made  in  the  trial  court,  and 
a  ruling  obtained  thereon.  Jones  v.  Haves,  36  Neb.,  526,  64  N.  W. 
Rep.,  858,  followed. 

2.  Pleading':    Construction'  After  Judgment.     When  a  petition  la  not 

assailed  until  after  Judgment,  It  will  be  liberally  construed  so  aa 
to  be  sustained,  If  possible. 
S.  Mandamus:    When  'Will  Lie.     MandamuB  will  lie  to  control  the 
action  of  the  State  Printing  Board  In  awarding  contracts  for  state 
prlnUng  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.     Affirmed. 
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F.  N.  Prout,  Attorney  General,  and  fjambcrtson  &  Hall, 
for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Wilson  &  Brown,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

On  the  23d  day  of  February,  1901,  the  relator,  Jacob 
North  &  Company,  filed  in  the  district  court  of  Lancaster 
county,  Nebraska,  an  application  in  the  form  of  a  motion 
and  affidavit  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  commanding  the 
respondents,  who  constitute  the  state  printing  hoard,  to 
award  to  the  relator  the  contract  for  printing  one  thou- 
sand copies  each  of  volumes  63  and  65  of  the  supreme  court 
reports  of  the  state  of  Nebraska  for  the  sum  of  ninety- 
eight  cents  per  page  for  each  of  said  volumes.  The  reason 
assigned  for  said  writ  in  the  motion  and  affidavit  of  the 
relator  is  that  Jacob  North  &  Company  were  the  lowest 
and  best  bidders  on  said  volumes  63  and  65.  An  answer 
was  filed  on  the  part  of  the  respondents  in  which  it  was  al- 
leged in  substance  that  the  relator,  Jacob  North  &  Com- 
pany, did  not  bid  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
law  or  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  adver- 
tisement for  said  work,  and  that  they  were  not  the  lowest 
and  best  bidders,  but  on  the  contrary  the  State  Journal 
Company  were  the  lowest  and  best  bidders  on  volumes  61 
to  68  inclusive  of  the  Nebraska  supreme  court  reports.  The 
answer  then  sets  out  the  bid  of  the  State  Journal  Company 
and  the  fact  that  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  accompanied 
the  bid.  On  issues  thus  joined  the  trial  was  had  in  the 
district  court  and  the  relator  was  awarded  peremp- 
tory writ  of  mandamus  as  prayed  for  in  its  motion  and 
affidavit. 

The  record  shows  that  this  trial  was  had  at  the  February 
term  of  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county  on  the  4th 
day  of  April,  1901.  The  record  also  shows  that  the 
February  term  of  this  court  was  adjourned  without  day 
on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1901,  and  that  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  was  filed  by  the  respondents  on  the  6th  day  of  April, 
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1901,  and  that  this  motion  has  never  been  disposed  of  by 
the  trial  court  Under  this  condition  of  the  record  it  is 
a  very  serious  question  whether,  under  the  rules  governing 
proceedings  in  this  court,  we  would  be  permitted  to  ex- 
amine any  of  the  allegations  in  the  petition  in  error  which 
respondents  have  filed  here. 

In  Smith  v.  SpauMing,  34  Neb.,  128,  51  N.  W.  Rep., 
469,  a  petition  in  error  was  dismissed  from  any  considera- 
tion in  this  court  because  no  ruling  had  been  obtained 
on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  filed  in  the  court  below  by  the 
plaintiff  in  error.  Post,  J.,  in  disposing  of  the  case  said: 
"Plaintiff  in  error  Rliould  have  called  the  attention  of  the 
district  court  to  the  ridings  he  complained  of.  If  such 
rulings  were  erroneous,  we  must  presume  that  the  district 
court  would  have  allowed  a  new  trial.  This  rule  is  so  well 
settled  in  this  court  as  to  render  the  citing  of  authorities 
unnecessary."  This  rule  was  adhered  to  in  the  later  case 
of  Jones  v.  Hayes,  36  Neb.,  52fi,  54  N.  W.  Rep.,  858.  In 
this  case  Norval,  J.,  rendered  the  opinion. 

The  record  in  the  case  at  bar  is  slightly  distinguishable 
from  the  records  in  the  cases  just  cited  in  that  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial  in  this  case  was  not  filed  until  after  the 
adjournment  of  the  term  of  court  at  which  the  judgment 
was  rendered  and  consequently  the  trial  judge  would  have 
no  authority  to  have  acted  on  the  motion  in  any  way 
except  to  have  either  stricken  it  from  the  flies  or  to  have 
overruled  it.  HootittU'  v.  American  National  Bank,  58 
Neb.,  454,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  926;  Nelson  v.  Farmland  Se- 
curity Co.,  58  Neb.,  604,  79  N.  W.  Rep.,  161.  If  we  should 
treat  this  case  as  one  in  which  no  motion  for  a  new  trial 
was  filed  in  the  court  below  and  should  apply  to  it  the 
rule  announced  in  Farrix  v.  State,  46  Neb.,  857,  65  N.  W. 
Rep.,  890,  we  could  then  only  examine  the  sufficiency  of 
the  pleadings  to  sustain  the  judgment,  and  the  pleadings 
not  having  been  assailed  until  after  judgment  would  be 
liberally  construed  so  as  to  be  sustained  if  possible.  Dodds 
i\  McGormirk  Harvesting  Machine  Co.,  62  Neb.,  759,  87 
N.  W.  Rep.,  911. 
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The  affidavit,  which  takes  the  place  of  a  petition  in  this 
case,  alleges  in  substance  that  the  respondents  constitute 
the  state  printing  board  of  the  state  of  Nebraska;  that 
they  had  received  estimates  from  the  offices  of  each  de- 
partment of  the  state  for  printing  according  to  law ;  that 
these  estimates  included  those  of  the  clerk  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state  of  Nebraska  for  eight  volumes  of  the 
reports  of  the  supreme  court,  including  the  volumes  bid  for 
by  the  relator;  the  affidavit  sets  out  the  advertising  for 
bids,  as  provided  for  by  law,  and  that  the  relator  was  the 
lowest  and  best  bidder  for  volumes  63  and  65  of  said  re- 
ports, their  bid  being  98  cents  per  page  on  each  of  these 
volumes;  it  also  alleges  that  notwithstanding  such  fact  the 
respondents  failed  and  refused  to  award  them  the  con- 
tract, and  that  the  respondents  awarded  the  contract 
for  the  printing  of  the  said  volumes  of  supreme  court  re- 
ports to  the  State  Journal  Company  at  the  rate  of  $  1.15  per 
page.  They  also  allege  that  their  bid  was  in  accordance 
with  the  schedule  and  specifications  fumialied  by  the  said 
respondents  and  was  accompanied  by  a  sufficient  bond 
which  was  approved  by  the  respondents. 

It  is  urged  by  counsel  for  the  respondents  that  man- 
damns  will  not  He  in  this  case  because  relator's  affidavit 
shows  that  the  contract  for  the  printing  had  already  been 
awarded  to  the  State  Journal  Company  before  this  action 
was  commenced.  But  this  position  is  in  conflict  with  the 
doctrine  announced  by  this  court  in  the  case  of  State  v. 
Cornell,  52  Neb.,  25,  71  N.  W.  Rep.,  961.  In  that  case  parts 
of  the  contract  for  printing  had  been  let  to  two  other 
bidders  before  the  application  for  mandamus  was  insti- 
tuted, but  notwithstanding  this  fact,  under  the  law  then 
existing  the  writ  was  awarded  against  the  board  command- 
ing it  to  approve  relator's  bid  and  award  it  the  entire 
contract.  This  case  also  established  the  principle  that 
mandamus  will  lie  to  control  the  action  of  the  state  print- 
ing board  in  the  awarding  of  its  contracts  for  state 
printing  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder.  The  law  under 
which  the  decision  was  rendered  in  the  case  of  State  v. 
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Cornell,  supra,  was  changed  in  1897  by  the  adoption  of 
section  2,  chapter  68,  Compiled  Statutes,  which  provides 
that  "Each  article  or  piece  of  work  shall  be  bid  on  sepa- 
rately and  the  contract  awarded  in  like  manner  to  the 
lowest  and  best  bidder."  It  seems  to  us  that  applying 
a  liberal  rule  of  construction  to  this  pleading  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  the  general  finding  of  the  district  court 
awarding  the  peremptory  writ  prayed  for. 

We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  in  any  view  we  may 
take  of  the  record  presented  to  us  in  this  cause'the  judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court  should  be  affirmed,  and  we  so 
recommend. 

Sedgwick  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Appihmed. 

Pound,  C,  concurring. 

I  concur  in  the  recommendation  of  my  brother  Oldham. 
The  position  taken  by  counsel  for  respondents  at  the 
argument  was  that  the  allegations  of  their  answer  stood 
admitted  and  hence  this  court  was  to  consider  whether 
the  affidavit  and  answer,  taken  together,  sustain  the  judg- 
ment, which  it  might  do,  if  such  were  the  case,  without 
a  motion  for  a  new  trial.  This  position  is  not  well  taken 
in  view  of  section  653,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  alternative  writ  or  affidavit  and  the  an- 
swer shall  be  the  sole  pleadings  in  mandamus.  No  reply 
was  required.  In  the  absence  of  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
we  cannot  review  a  judgment  awarding  a  writ  of  manda- 
mus further  than  to  see  that  it  is  sustained  by  the  relator's 
pleading.  The  facts  set  up  in  respondents'  answer  may 
have  been  admitted,  but  as  the  record  stands  we  cannot 
so  take  it 
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Eunice  Baldwin,  appellant,  v.  Wellington  R.  Bust 
bt  al.,  Impleaded  with  Marion  G.  Rohrbough,  ap- 
pellees. 

Piled  Januaby  8,  1B02.    No.  12,168. 
CommiBeionoiV  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Judgment:  Appeal  and  Ekhob:  Law  of  the  Case:  Divided  Coubt. 
The  rule  that  a  prior  decision  of  this  court  In  a  given  cause  Is  the 
law  of  the  esse  In  all  subsequent  proceedings  as  to  matters  passed 
upon  or  Involved  In  the  decision,  does  not  apply  to  propositions  of 
lav  upon  which  the  members  of  the  court  taking  part  therein  were 
equally  divided. 

!.  Process:  False  Rxtubn:  Pboop:  Validity  op  Judgment.  It  Is  th< 
settled  law  of  this  state  that  a  false  return  of  service  of  process 
may  be  Impeached  by  extrinsic  evidence  and  that  where  the  at- 
tempted service  falls  to  reach  the  party  to  be  Berved  in  any  way, 
a  Judgment  founded  thereon  is  absolutely  void  and  open  to/ 
collateral  at  tack.  ' 

3.  Vacation  of  Judgments:   Application  of  Statute.    The  third  sub- 

division of  section  S02,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  applies  only  to 
voidable  Judgments  which  are  proof  against  collateral  attack  and 
not  to  such  as  are  absolutely  void. 

4.  Enforcing  Void  Judgment:    Resistance  without  Mebttorious  De- 

fense. Where  the  plaintiff  la  seeking  affirmatively  to  enforce  a 
void  Judgment,  one  who  merely  resists  is  not  governed  by  the  rule 
requiring  a  party  seeking  relief  against  snch  a  Judgment  to  show 
a  meritorious  defense. 

5.  Appeal  and  Error:  Refusal  of  Coust  to  Pebpobm  Nuqatoet  Act.    A 

Judgment  should  be  reversed  only  for  errors  which  operate  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  party  complaining  thereof.  Hence  the  refusal  of  a 
court  to  perform  an  act  which  is  purely  nugatory  and  without 
legal  force  or  validity  ought  not  to  be  reviewed  by  this  court, 
however  Informal  or  Irregular  the  proceeding  by  which  such  re- 
fusal is  expressed. 

Appeal  from   the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysor,  J.     Affirmed. 
Gaines,  Kelby  &  Storey,  for  appellant 
Byron  Q,  Burbank,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This1  cause,  already  twice  before  in  this  court,  comes 
here  once  more  upon  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  district 
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court  sustaining  certain  objections  of  the  defendant, 
Marion  G.  Rohrbough,  to  its  jurisdiction  over  him  or  his 
property.  The  facts  disclosed  by  the  record,  briefly  stated, 
are  these:  suit  was  begun  by  appellant  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  upon  several  tracts  of  land,  including  certain 
property  of  Rohrbough,  the  appellee  herein.  The  sheriff 
returned  that  he  had  served  summons  upon  said  Morion 
G.  Rohrbough  by  delivering  to  "her  personally"  a  true 
copy  thereof.  Thereupon  default  was  entered  in  due  course 
and  a  decree  of  foreclosure  was  rendered,  which  was 
brought  to  this  court  on  appeal  by  other  defendants. 
Baldwin  v.  Burt,  43  Neb.,  245.  That  decree  having  been 
reversed,  a  new  one  was  rendered  and  an  order  of  sale 
issued.  When  the  appraisers  came  upon  hie  property 
under  the  order  of  sale,  M r.  Rohrbough,  who  claims  to  have 
known  nothing  of  the  proceedings  or  decree  prior  to  that 
time  and  had  made  no  appearance,  filed  objections  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  upon  consideration  whereof  the 
court  quashed  the  return  of  service.  The  sale  proceeded, 
however,  and  on  motion  for  confirmation  and  objections 
thereto  by  Mr.  Rohrbough,  the  court  set  it  aside.  An  ap- 
peal was  taken  from  those  orders  by  the  plaintiff,  4*hiili 
resulted  in  a  reversal  of  the  order  quashing  service  and 
an  affirmance  of  the  order  refusing  confirmation  of  the 
sale.  Baldwin  v.  Burt,  54  Neb.,  287.  On  coming  down  of 
the  mandate,  the  plaintiff  procurred  a  new  order  of  sale, 
and  was  proceeding  thereunder  when  further  objections 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  supported  by  affidavits 
showing  the  facts  alwve  indicated,  were  filed  by  Mr.  Rohr- 
bough. No  relief  was  asked  for,  but  the  court  proceeded 
to  a  hearing  on  the  objections,  in  the  course  of  which  it 
clearly  and  conclusively  appeared  that  service  was  had, 
not  upon  Marion  G.  Rohrbough,  a  man,  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  controversy,  but  on  one  Lillian  Rohrbough,  the 
wife  of  Lee  J.  Rohrbough,  brother  of  the  party  returned  as 
served.  The  officer  who  made  the  service  testified  that  he 
intended  to  and  did  serve  the  writ  upon  a  woman,  and  the 
very  words  of  his  return  indicate  as  much.     It  also  ap- 
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peared  clearly  that  the  writ  never  reached  or  came  into 
the  hands  of  Marion  G.  Rohrhough.  The  court  made  find- 
ings accordingly  and  sustained  the  objections. 

Each  party  now  invokes  the  well  settled  rule  that  a  prior 
decision  of  this  court  in  a  given  cause  is  the  law  of  the 
case  in  all  subsequent  proceedings  as  to  all  matters  passed 
upon  or  involved  in  the  decision.  The  appellant  relies 
upon  the  reversal  of  the  order  quashing  service  and  what 
are  claimed  to  be  necessary  deductions  therefrom.  The  ap- 
pellee relies  upon  the  affirmance  of  the  order  denying  con- 
firmation of  sale  and  the  grounds  thereof  as  stated  in  the 
syllabus  and  in  the  opinion  of  Ryan,  C.  Bat  we  do  not 
think  the  rule  should  apply  to  propositions  of  law  upon 
which  the  members  of  the  court  taking  part  in  the  de- 
cision were  equally  divided.  The  two  judges  and  two  com- 
missioners who  participated  were  agreed  that  the  one 
order  should  be  reversed  and  the  other  affirmed,  but  they 
differed  as  to  the  reasons  therefor  and  as  to  the  principles 
of  law  to  be  applied.  The  appellant  relies  upon  the 
opinion  of  Raqan,  C,  which  would  seem  to  sustain  her 
position.  The  appellee  argues  from  the  opinion  of  Ryan, 
C,  and  the  syllabus,  which  in  large  part  sustain  his  posi- 
tion. LTaerison,  C.  J.,  concurred  .with  Ryan,  O.,  holding 
the  refusal  to  confirm  the  sale  proper  because  the  court 
never  had  any  jurisdiction  over  Mr.  Rolirbougb,  and  hold- 
ing the  order  quashing  service  erroneous  becanse  the  sum- 
mons was  functus  officio  after  decree  and  the  return  mere 
evidence,  so  that  the  decree  itself,  not  the  summons  and 
return,  had  become  the  real  and  only  legitimate  subject  of 
attack.  Ragan,  C,  held  that  the  order  refusing  confirma- 
tion was  proper  because  the  service  had  been  quashed  at 
the  time  the  sale  was  made  and  hence  the  authority  to 
make  a  sale  was  gone,  and  that  the  order  quashing  service 
was  erroneous  because  the  real  point  of  attack  being  the 
decree,  a  defense  ought  to  have  been  stated  as  required  by 
section  602,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  Sullivan,  J.,  was 
nnable  to  agree  in  all  that  was  said  in  either  of  the  other 
opinions.    He  concurred  with  Ragan,  C,  as  to  the  reasons 
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for  upholding  the  order  denying  confirmation.     On  the 
other  point  he  simply  said  the  order  quashing  service  waa 
in  legal  effect  a  vacation  of  the  decree  accomplished  in 
an  unauthorized  manner.    Nobval,  J.,  expressed  no  opin- 
ion and  Irvine,  C,  did  not  sit.    Under  such  circumstances 
it  cannot  be  said  that  the  syllabus  is  to  be  taken  as  ex- 
pressing the  law  of  the  case,  or  that  any  rules  to  be  given 
that  effect  were  laid  down.     The  several  propositions  of 
law  discussed  are  left  open,  and  it  is  now  our  duty  to 
examine  them  independently  and  state  our  independent 
conclusion. 
I       It  is  the  settled  law  of  this  state  that  a  false  return  of 
I    service  of  process  may  be  impeached  by  extrinsic  evidence 
/    and  that  where  the  attempted  service  fails  to  reach  the 
party  to  be  served  in  any  way,  a  judgment  founded  thereon 
is  absolutely  void  and  open  to  collateral  attack.    Campbell 
Printing  Press  &  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Harder,  50  Neb., 
283;  Holliday  v.  Brown,  33  Neb.,  657;    Eayrs  v.  Noson, 
54  Neb.,  143.    Counsel  have  cited  us  to  a  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Illinois  to  the  contrary,  and  we  are 
aware  that  many  courts  of  high  standing  hold  otherwise 
as  to  the  last  proposition.    Van  Fleet,  Collateral  Attack  on 
Judicial  Proceedings,  section  468.     But  we  are  entirely 
satisfied  of  the  soundness  of  the  established  rule  in  this 
1    state} "  To  say  that  a  party  not  served  in  fact  is  bound 
jMn  any  way  by  a  recital  of  service  which  derives  its  force 
.  I  solely  from  the  power  of  the  court  which  is  acquired  by  ser- 
[vice,  is  to  reason  in  a  circle.     Van  Fleet  says  that  the 
^fallacy  in  the  doctrine  adhered  to  in  this  state  lies  in 
"confusing  law  with  right."    Where  we  are  not  bound  by 
the  imperative  terms  of  a  statute  or  some  like  emanation 
from  superior  authority,  or  the  rule  is  not  of  such  long 
standing  and  unquestioned  validity  that  controlling  con- 
siderations of  expediency  require  adherence  to  it,  judicial 
confusion  of  right  and  law  is  far  from  being  noxious.    So 
long  as  judges  are  compelled  by  the  form  and  nature  of 
our  legal  system  to  undertake  some  portion  of  the  work 
theoretically   devolving   upon   the  legislator,   the   same 
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ethical  considerations  ought  to  be  kept  in  view  as  those 
moving  any  other  lawgiver. 

If  a  judgment  based  upon  a  false  return  of  service,  no 
service  having  in  fact  reached  the  party  to  be  hound  in 
any  way,  is  entirely  void  and  open  to  attack  in  collateral 
proceedings,  it  must  follow  that  the  third  subdivision  of 
section  602,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  does  not  apply 
thereto.  It  is  true  in  his  opinion  in  this  case  on  the  former 
appeal  (54  Neb.,  at  page  293),  Ragan,  C,  stated  arguendo 
that  the  failure  to  serve  process  upon  Rohrbough  and  serv- 
ice upon  his  sister-in-law  instead  was  an  insularity  within 
the  purview  of  that  section.  But  when  the  question  came 
up  once  more  in  Clark  v.  Charles,  55  Neb.,  202,  206,  the 
court  expressly  refrained  from  deciding  as  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  statutory  provisions  for  vacating  and  modi- 
fying judgments  to  those  which  are  void  and  subject  to 
collateral  attack.  Later  in  Kaufman*  v.  Drexel,  56  Neb., 
229,  it  was  squarely  passed  upon,  and  the  court  held  that 
section  602  has  reference  only  to  judgments  and  orders 
possessing  some  degree  of  legal  vitality,  and  not  to  such  as 
are  absolutely  void.  "To  speak  of  the  vacation  or  modi- 
fication of  a  void  judgment,"  says  Sullivan,  J.,  in  that 
case,  "is  a  perversion  of  language.  There  being  no  judg- 
ment, but  the  mere  form  and  counterfeit  of  a  judgment, 
there  is  nothing  to  annul."  We  may  take  it  as  settled, 
therefore,  that  the  "irregularities"  referred  to  in  the  third 
subdivision  of  that  section  are  those  which  render  the 
judgment  voidable  only,  leaving  it  proof  against  collateral 
attack,  such  as  fixing  answer  day  too  early  in  service  by 
publication  ( Wilkins  v.  Wilkins,  26  Neb.,  235 ;  Scarborough 
v.  Myrick,47  Neb.,  794),  or  service  of  summons  by  reading 
instead  of  delivering  a  copy  {Gandyv.  Jolly,  35  Neb.,  711). 
Even  where  there  is  no  service  at  all  and  the  judgment  is 
void  it  is,  of  course,  true  that  when  one  proceeds  affirm- 
atively to  have  it  set  aside  he  must  show  a  meritorious  de- 
fense. But  this  principle  has  no  application  to  cases  of 
mere  resistence.  When  the  plaintiff  is  seeking  to  enforce 
the  judgment  affirmatively,  it  is  enough  to  show  that  it 
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is  void.  The  plaintiff's  rights  depend  upon  it,  and  if  it 
fails,  the  rights  asserted  under  it  fail  likewise.  Campbell 
Printing  Press  &  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  Harder,  50  Neb., 
283. 

In  view  of  these  well  established  rules,  we  think  the 
order  of  the  district  court  affords  no  ground  of  complaint 
tn  its  effect  and  operation,  it  is  simply  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  court  to  do  an  act  which  would  be  purely 
nugatory  and  without  legal  force  or  validity.  Had  an- 
other sale  been  held  under  the  decree  and  a  deed  issued, 
when  the  purchaser  brought  ejectment  thereunder  his  deed 
would  have  failed  by  reason  of  the  want  of  jurisdiction. 
The  judgment  being  worthless,  all  proceedings  founded 
upon  it  are  equally  worthless.  "All  acts  performed  under 
it  and  all  claims  flowing  out  of  it  are  void."  1  Freeman, 
Judgments  [4th  ed.],  section  117.  But  it  is  well  settled 
that  a  judgment  should  be  reversed  only  for  errors  which 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  party  complaining  thereof. 
Where  it  is  manifest  that  no  prejudice  has  resulted, 
errors,  of  themselves,  are  not  ground  of  reversal  merely 
to  vindicate  abstract  principles  of  the  law.  Hence  it 
should  not  matter  whether  the  court  refused  to  proceed 
under  the  void  judgment  on  its  own  motion  or  because  its 
attention  was  called  to  the  facts  by  the  objections  filed  by 
appellee.  His  objections  merely  set  forth  the  facts.  There 
is  no  prayer  for  relief.  But  whether  we  treat  them  as  a 
mere  suggestion  to  the  court  that  it  ought  not  to  go  on,  or 
as  a  covert  attack  on  the  decree,  is  immaterial.  Appellant 
has  not  been  prejudiced.  He  has  no  right  to  insist  that 
the  court  proceed  with  a  mere  farce.  Even  if  the  mode 
by  which  the  court  expressed  its  refusal  to  go  on  had 
been  informal  or  irregular,  it  ought  not  to  be  reviewed 
under  such  circumstances. 

We  recommend  that  the  order  appealed  from  be  af- 
firmed. 

Sedgwick  and  Ou>ham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 
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Eunice  Baldwin,  appellant,  v.  Wellington  R.  Bust  et 
al.,  Impleaded  with   Maeion  G.  Rohubough,  ap- 


Commlssloner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2.         ! 

1.  Judgment:  Vom  on  Voidable:  Application  of  Statutes.  The  pro- 
visions of  section  602,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  apply  to  voidable 
and  not  to  void  Judgments. 

t  Judgment:  Impeachinq  Valimtt  hy  Affidavits:  No  Objhctiok 
Below:  Appeal.  Where  evidence  of  facts  tending  to  Impeach  the 
validity  of  a  Judgment  Is  presented  to  the  trial  court  by  affidavits, 
and  no  objection  Is  made  in  the  court  below  to  the  consideration 
of  the  affidavits  because  the  Judgment  creditor  has  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  cross- examine  witnesses,  it  is  too  late  to  Interpose 
this  objection  after  the  case  has  been  removed  to  this  court  upon 
appeal. 

Reheabing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  377. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  (or  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Kbysob,  J.  Judgment  below  re- 
affirmed. 

Gaines,  Kelby  &  Storey,  for  appellant. 

Byron  G-.  Burbank,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

The  former  opinion  in  this  case  was  filed  January  8, 
1902,  and  is  reported  ante,  page  377.  In  that  opinion  all 
the  issues  involved  in  this  controversy  are  fully  stated 
and  each  question  raised  is  carefully  reviewed,  and  we 
think  properly  determined.  It  unmistakably  appears 
that  this  proceeding  is  grounded  on  an  attempt  to  force 
a  judicial  sale  of  real  estate  owned  by  appellee,  Rohrbough, 
on  a  judgment  absolutely  void  as  to  him  and  his  property, 
for  the  reason  that  no  service  of  summons  of  any  kind 
was  ever  had  upon  him.  Appellant  still  contends  that  ap- 
pellee, Rohrbough,  should  not  have  been  heard  to  question 
the  validity  of  the  judgment  on  an  objection  filed  to  the 
confirmation  of  the  sale  made  under  it;  but  that  his  rights, 
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if  anj,  should  bare  been  enforced  under  the  provisions 
of  section  602  of  tbe  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  We  still 
think  that  there  is  no  escape  from  the  conclusion  reached 
in  the  former  opinion  that  in  view  of  the  rule  plainly 
laid  down  in  the  recent  case  of  Kaufmsmn  v.  Drexel,  56 
Neb.,  at  page  233,  the  provisions  of  section  602,  supra,  are 
construed  to  relate  to  orders  and  judgments  that  are  void- 
able and  not  to  those  that  are  void. 

In  the  brief  on  rehearing  appellant  says  that  they 
"wish  also  to  protest  against  the  adoption  of  a  rule  by 
this  court  that  allows  a  judgment  to  be  nullified  without 
a  trial  as  to  its  validity  and  a  chance  to  cross-examine 
the  witnesses  offered  by  the  judgment  defendant  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim  that  the  judgment  is  invalid."  We  have 
no  criticism  to  offer  on  this  reasonable  protest,  except 
that  it  is  not  made  at  an  opportune  time.  It  is  true 
that  the  record  discloses  the  fact  that  proof  that  no  ser- 
vice of  summons  was  ever  made  on  appellee,  Robrbough, 
was  procured  by  the  affidavit  of  the  officer  who  had  the 
summons  in  his  hands  for  service.  No  objection  to  this 
method  of  proof  was  interposed  in  the  court  below  and 
no  request  was  made  for  the  privilege  of  cross-examining 
the  officer,  and  appellant  did  not  dispute  the  fact  that 
no  service  of  summons  had  ever  been  had  npon  Rohrbough, 
but  simply  denied  his  right  to  raise  this  question  on  an 
objection  to  the  confirmation  of  the  sale  had  under  the 
judgment  So  there  is  nothing  in  the  former  opinion  that 
threatens  to  debar  a  judgment  creditor  from  the  right  of 
cross-examining  witnesses  on  whose  testimony  a  judgment 
is  sought  to  be  impeached  if  such  privilege  be  demanded 
at  tbe  proper  time. 

The  former  opinion  proceeded  on  the  theory  that  when- 
ever it  was  made  to  unmistakably  appear  to  a  trial  court 
that  he  was  requested  to  stand  at  the  pall  of  a  void  judg- 
ment— a  lifeless  thing — a  dead  Lazarus — and  command 
it  to  arise  and  fling  off  the  vestments  of  the  grave,  he 
might  decline  to  attempt  the  miracle  even  if  objection  to 
the  proposed  incantation  was  bnt  informally  interposed. 
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It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  former  opinion 
in  this  case  be  adhered  to. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Judgment  below  reaffirmed. 

Poond,  C,  concurring.  . 
'  The  only  serious  question  in  this  cause  is  whether  the 
court  should  have  received  proof  by  affidavit  or  left  the 
matter  to  t?  tried  in  ejectment  or  suit  to  quiet  title.  I 
thought  at  the  former  hearing,  and  still  think,  that  if 
the  decree  was  in  fact  void  as  to  Rohrbough,  so  that  a 
Bale  thereunder  wonld  convey  oo  title,  tfoe  ruling  of  the 
district  court  in  refusing  to  confirm  such  a  sale  would 
be  error  without  prejudice,  no  matter  how  the  court 
ascertained  the  invalidity  of  the  prior  proceedings.  A 
sale  and  deed  can  do  the  appellant  no  possible  good  so 
long  as  she  can  never  get  possession  under  them ;  and"  the 
court  should  not  be  ordered  to  do  a  nugatory  act.  The 
point,  therefore,  on  which  all  must  turn,  is  whether  there 
was  service  on  Rohrbough.  If  this  were  in  serious  dis- 
pute, I  Bhould  hold  that  the  question  could  not  he  tried 
by  affidavit  Fox  v.  State,  63  Neb.,  185,  88  N.  W.  Rep., 
176.  But  so  long  aB  the  sheriff's  return  strongly  sug- 
gests, and  his  affidavit  shows,  that,  service  was  not  made, 
and  there  is  no  substantial  conflict,  there  can  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  action  of  the  court  in  proceeding  upon  affidavit. 


State  op  Nbbbaska,  bx  rel.  Samuel  Thompson,  relator, 
v.  District  Court  fob  Johnson  County  bt  al.,  eb- 

SPONDBNTfL 

Fnjtt.  JAHUiBT  8,  IMS.    No.  12.410. 
OommlBBloner'a  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mandamus:   Authority  OF  Lowes  Cotjbt  Upon  Reversal  op  Decbke. 
Where  upon  appeal  to  this  court  the  Judgment  of  the  trial  court  is 
reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings,  the 
29 
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trial  court  has  authority  to  take  such  further  action  In  the  In- 
terest of  Justice  as  the  law  will  sanction  and  a  sound  discretion 
dictate  or  approve. 
2.  Mandamus:    Control  of  Discretion aby  Powzb.    This  court  will  not, 

by  mandamus,   undertake  to  control  the  discretionary  powers  of 
another  tribunal. 

Original  application  for  a  peremptory  writ  of  man- 
damus to  compel  respondents  to  render  judgment  for 
relator  in  an  action  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage! 
Writ  denied. 

Samuel  P.  Davidson,  for  relator. 

Geo.  A.  Adams,  contra. 

Kirkpatrick,  C. 

This  is  an  application  for  a  peremptory  writ  of  man- 
damus on  behalf  of  Samuel  Thompson,  relator,  against 
the  Honorable  J.  S.  Stulf,  and  the  Flonorable  Charles  B. 
Letton,  judges  of  the  district  court  for  Johnson  county. 
It  is  disclosed  by  the  record  that  on  the  19th  day  of 
May,  1898,  a  judgment  and  decree  were  entered  in  the 
district  court  for  Johnson  county  against  relator  and  in 
favor  of  John  O.  Buchler,  dismissing  the  petition  of  plain- 
tiff, which  asked  the  foreclosure  of  a  real  estate  mort- 
gage. An  appeal  was  regularly  prosecuted  by  plaintiff 
in  that  action,  relator  herein,  to' this  court,  which,  on 
the  10th  day  of  July,  1901,  resulted  in  a  judgment  of 
reversal  and  an  order  remanding  the  cause  to  the  district 
court  for  further  proceedings.  Relator  contends  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  only  answer  filed  in  the  trial  court  was 
a  plea  of  payment,  and  that  this  court,  in  its  judgment 
of  reversal,  found  that  such  plea  was  not  sustained  by 
the  evidence,  therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  the  district  court 
to  enter  judgment  immediately  in  favor  of  relator  for 
the  amount  due  upon  the  note  and  mortgage,  together 
with  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  The  respondent,  the  Honor- 
able T.  S.  Stall,  refused  to  take  this  action,  but  set  the 
case  down  for  a  new  trial  in  ita  regular  order  on  the 
docket. 
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The  order  made  by  this  court  for  the  reversal  of  this 
case  is  as  follows:  "For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  fore- 
going opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  re- 
versed and  the  cause  remanded."  There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  the  effect  of  the  language  quoted,  and  of  the 
judgment  in  that  case,  is  a  general  reversal  of  the  find- 
ings and  judgment  in  the  trial  court,  leaving  the  cause, 
except  as  to  matters  adjudicated  in  this  court,  in  all 
respects  as  though  no  trial  had  ever  been  had.  There 
is  at  the  present  time,  neither  in  this  court  nor  in  the 
trial  court,  any  finding  of  fact  upon  which  a  judgment 
muld  be  properly  entered.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  in  this  case  the  trial  court  is  aB  fully  empowered  to 
proceed  to  a  new  trial  and  a  final  determination  of 
the  case,  as  though  the  case  never  had  been  brought  to 
this  court  on  appeal.  The  rule  is  well  settled  that  ir 
equity  causes  brought  to  this  court  on  appeal,  this  court 
has  jurisdiction,  in  a  proper  case,  to  enter  judgment  in 
this  court;  or  remand  the  case  with  directions  to  the 
district  court  to  enter  judgment;  or  to  reverse  the  find- 
ings and  judgment  of  the  trial  court,  and  remand  the 
cause  generally  for  the  trial  court  to  take  such  steps  as 
to  it  may  seem  just  and  proper.  In  the  particular  case 
under  consideration,  this  court  saw  fit  to  reverse  the  find- 
ings and  judgment  of  the  trial  court  and  remand  the 
rause  generally  for  a  new  trial.  In  the  case  of  Pinlcham 
v.Pinkham,  60  Neb.,  600,  this  court,  speaking  by  Holcomb 
3.,  said:  "Where,  upon  appeal  to  this  court,  the  judj 
ment  of  the  trial  court  is  reversed,  and  the  case  re 
manded  for  further  proceedings,  with  directions  to  pro 
eeed  according  to  law,  held,  that  the  case  was  remanded 
generally,  and  not  specially  or  for  any  particular  pur- 
pose." In  that  case  the  court  further  said:  "Where,  in 
an  equitable  action,  a  decree  of  the  trial  court  is  reversed, 
and  the  case  remanded  generally,  the  situation  of  the 
parties  is  the  same  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  trial,  and, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion  vested  in  the  trial 
court,  amendments  of  the  pleadings  may  be  made,  not 
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inconsistent  with  the  opinion  of  the  appellate  court,  and 
a  trial  of  the  issues  had  de  novo."  To  the  same  effect 
are  the  cases  of  Troup  v.  Horbach.  57  Neh.,  644;  Badger 
Tsumber  Co.  v.  Holmes,  55  Neb.,  473.  In  the  case  of  Troup 
v.  Horbach,  supra,  this  court,  speaking  by  Sullivan,  J., 
said:  "Jndgment  was  reversed,  with  authority  to  the 
trial  court  to  take  such  further  action,  in  the  interests  of 
justice,  as  the  law  would  sanction  and  a  sound  discretion 
dictate  or  approve.  Within  the  bounds  of  judicial  dis- 
(retion  the  court  might  grant,  or  refuse,  leave  to  amend 
the  pleadings.  It  might  decide  the  case  on  the  record 
already  made.  It  might  take  additional  evidence,  or  it 
might  try  all  the  issues  de  novo."  From  what  has  been 
said,  and  from  the  authorities  quoted,  it  seems  clear  that 
the  trial  court  may  in  its  discretion  take  any  action  in 
said  cause  not  inconsistent  with  the  opinion  of  this  court 
The'  rule  is  elementary  that  this  court  will  not,  by  man- 
damus, undertake  to  control  the  exercise  of  the  discre- 
(ionary  powers  of  another  tribunal.  State  v.  Merrell,  43 
Neb.,  575;  State  v.  Churchill,  37  Neb.,  702;  State  v.  8lo- 
'■um,  34  Neb.,  368. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  it  is  recommended  that  the  ap- 
plication for  the  writ  be  refused  and  the  action  dismissed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  OC.,  concur. 

The  application  for  a  peremptory  writ  is  refused  and 
(lie  action  dismissed. 

Wbit  denied. 


Oeobge  Dewey,  appellant,  v.  James  Bradford  bt  al., 
appellees. 

Ftlxd  Jaihjaby  22, 1902.    No.  10.093. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Principal  and  Agent:  MoaTOAuea :  Authobitt  to  Collxct  Principal. 
"The  fact  that  a  person,  or  company,  la  authorized  to  receive  the 
installments  of  Interest  which  become  due  on  a  mortgage,  note  or 
bond  la  not  sufficient  ground  from  which  to  Infer  that  the  au- 
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thorlty  also  exists  to  collect  or  receive  the  principal  sum,  if  the 
evidences  of  the  Indebtedness  are  not  and  have  not  been  in  the 
possession  of  such  perron  or  company."  Richard*  v.  Waller, 
48  Neb.,  639. 

I.  Appeal  and  Error:  Evidence:  Authority  of  Agent  to  Collect: 
Mortgages.  Evidence  examined,  and  found  insufficient  to  sustaia 
the  findings  and  Judgment  of  the  trial  court 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.     Reversed. 

0.  G.  Flansburg,  for  appellant 

W.  S.  Morion  and  /.  G.  Thompson,  contra. 

KlRKPATRIOK,  C. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Harlan 
county  by  Edward  Dewey  against  James  Bradford  and 
David  Peoples  and  others,  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage executed  by  Bradford  to  Dewey.  Peoples  answered, 
setting  up  that  he  had  purchased  the  land  subject  to  the 
mortgage  given  by  Bradford,  and  had  paid  the  interest 
of  the  note  and  mortgage  in  full,  and  that  the  mortgage 
was  a  cloud  upon  his  title,  concluding  with  a  prayer  for 
a  decree  removing  such  cloud  and  quietiug  title  in  him. 
A  reply  was  filed  consisting  of  a  general  denial.  Trial 
was  had  to  the  court  which  resulted  in  a  judgment  for 
Peoples,  that  the  note  and  mortgage  were  paid,  and  that 
the  cloud  he  removed.  From  this  judgment  Dewey  ap- 
peals. During  the  pendency  of  this  appeal,  appellant 
died,  and  the  suit  has  been  revived  in  the  name  of  George 
Dewey,  who  Is  the  assignee  of  Susan  G.  Dewey. 

The  following  facts  are  disclosed  by  the  record:  On 
January  20,  1887,  James  Bradford  executed  to  Edward 
Dewey  a  note  and  mortgage  for  |1,000,  due  January  1, 
1892,  and  payable  at  the  First  National  Bank  at  Mont- 
pelier,  Vt  The  loan  was  negotiated  through  Carlos  0. 
Burr  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  who  guaranteed  the  payment 
of  the  note  in  the  following  language:  "For  value  re- 
ceived, I  guarantee  payment  of  this  note  and  coupons  at 
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Montpelier,  Vt.,  and  waive  notice,  demand  and  protest. 
(Signed.)  C.  C.  Burr."  Some  time  after  the  execution 
of  the  note  and  mortgage  in  suit,  Bradford  sold  the  land 
to  Peoples,  appellee,  who  thereafter  made  all  payments. 
As  the  interest  coupons  from  time  to  time  matured, 
Peoples  would  purchase  a  draft  at  the  bank  in  Harlan 
county  for  the  amount  of  the  coupon  and  forward  it  to 
Burr  at  Lincoln,  who  would  remit  the  amount  to  Dewey, 
and  in  return  Dewey  would  send  the  coupons  to  Burr, 
and  the  latter  would  forward  them  to  Peoples.  At  the 
luaturity  of  the  note,  Peoples,  not  being  prepared  to  pay, 
came  to  Lincoln,  and  was  told  by  Burr  that  if  he  would 
pay  ?250  bonus,  he,  Burr,  would  grant  an  extension  for 
one  year.  Peoples  accordingly  paid  to  Burr  this  sum, 
and  executed  a  coupon  for  a  year's  interest  payable  to 
Dewey.  This  coupon  was  by  Burr  sent  to  Dewey,  who 
retained  it,  consenting  to  the  year's  extension.  About 
the  time  the  year's  extension  expired,  Burr  wrote  to 
Peoples  that  if  he  would  pay  f20  he  would  extend  the 
loan  for  another  year.  However,  Peoples  was  ready  to 
pay,  and  declined  the  offer,  remitting  to  Burr  a  draft 
covering  the  principal  and  unpaid  interest.  Burr  ac- 
knowledged receipt,  and  wrote  Peoples  that  the  payment 
lacked  $7.55  of  being  in  full  of  the  amount  due,  and  said 
that  if  that  sum  were  sent,  he  would  procure  and  send  the 
papers  to  Peoples.  Peoples  accordingly  made  the  addi- 
tional payment  requested,  but  Burr  never  procured  the 
papers  and  never  remitted  the  money  to  Dewey. 

Appellee,  Peoples,  although  the  note  and  coupons  were 
made  payable  to  Dewey  in  Vermont,  seems  never  to  have 
paid  any  attention  to  this  fact,  but  to  have  gone  npon 
the  theory  that  because  Burp  negotiated  the  loan,  pay- 
ment to  him  would  be  satisfaction  of  the  debt.  Burr 
testified  that  he  had  negotiated  loans  for  Dewey  to  the 
amount  of  about  $50,000,  and  had  frequently  collected 
both  interest  and  principal ;  that  at  times  when  he  made 
these  collections  he  had  the  papers,  and  at  other  times 
he  had  not;  and  that  in  the  case  at  bar,  he  did  not  have 
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the  note  at  the  time  of  the  collection  of  the  principal. 
Dewey  testified  that  Burr  was  never  authorized  to  make 
any  collection  of  either  principal  or  interest,  and  that  as 
the  coupons  and  principal  matured,  they  were  sent  to 
Burr,  and  that  the  latter  had  remitted  them  as  they  came 
due,  and  that  Dewey  supposed  Burr  was  remitting  them 
on  account  of  his  having  guaranteed  their  payment.  It 
seems  very  clear  that  the  evidence  does  not  sustain  the 
findings  of  the  trial  court.  It  is  established,  first,  that 
Burr  negotiated  the  loan;  second,  that  he  collected  the 
money  in  payment  of  the  coupons,  and  as  to  all  except 
the  last,  remitted  such  amounts  to  Dewey,  and  when  the 
latter  received  them,  he  forwarded  to  Burr  the  coupons 
mid,  and  that  he  granted  an  extension  for  one  year,  tak- 
ing a  coupon  for  interest  payable  to  Dewey.  The  evi- 
dence also  discloses  that  he  had  negotiated  loans  for 
Dewey  to  the  amount  of  about  $50,000  and  that  he  had 
never  had  in  his  possession  the  principal  note  in  this  case 
from  the  time  he  guaranteed  its  payment  and  forwarded 
it  to  Dewey.  These  propositions,  established  by  the  evi- 
dence as. detailed,  do  not  support  the  finding  of  the  trial 
court  that  Burr  was  authorized  to  collect  the  monev. 

The  principal  of  law  governing  transactions  like  this 
is  so  well  settled  that  citations  are  deemed  unnecessary. 
The  maker  of  a  negotiable  instrument  is  charged  by  the 
law  merchant  with  knowledge  of  its  negotiable  character, 
and  payment  by  him  to  another  than  the  holder  or  his 
agent  will  not  be  a  defense  to  an  action  on  such  note. 
If  this  rule  sometimes  results  in  the  obligation  of  the 
maker  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  note  twice,  such  mis- 
fortune is  attributable  alone  to  the  carelessness  of  the 
payor,  who  has,  by  failing  to  demand  the  surrender  of 
the  note,  placed  the  one  without  authority  or  right  to 
receive  the  payment  in  a  position  to  occasion  the  loss. 
In  such  cases  the  equitable  maxim  always  governs,  that 
when  one  of  two  innocent  persons  must  suffer,  the  los-s 
must  fall  upon  Mm  who  trusted  most.  The  In- -don  in 
this  case  was  upon  appellee,   Peoples,  to  establish  the 
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authority  of  Burr  to  receive  payment  for  Dewey.  First 
National  Bank  of  Omaha  v.  CHlaon,  45  Neb.,  257.  The 
mere  fact  that  Burr  collected  coupons  does  not  establish 
authority  to  collect  the  principal  note.  In  the  case  of 
Richards  v.  Waller,  49  Neb.,  639,  this  court  said :  "The 
fact  that  a  person,  or  company,  is  authorized  to  receive 
the  installments  of  interest  which  become  due  on  a  mort- 
gage note  or  bond  is  not  sufficient  ground  from  which  to 
infer  that  the  authority  also  exists  to  collect  or  receive 
the  principal  sum,  if  the  evidences  of  the  indebtedness 
are  not  and  have  not  been  in  the  possession  of  such  person 
or  company."  We  have  made  a  careful  examination  of 
the  evidence,  and  it  fails  to  disclose  an  act  or  agreement 
on  the  part  of  Dewey  from  which  a  legal  conclusion 
can  be  drawn  that  Burr  was  his  agent  to  collect  the 
principal  of  this  note.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that 
the  decree  of  the  district  conrt  be  reversed,  and  the  cause 
remanded  for  farther  proceedings. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur.     • 

Reversed  and  rbmandbc. 


Thb  Cheshire  Provident  Institution,  \lant,   v. 

John  A.  Gibson  et  al.,  appellees. 

Frm»  January  22,  1902.    No.  10,183. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgages:      Assignment:       Release:       Good     Faith     Purchaser. 

Where  the  mortgage  debt  has  been  assigned,  a  purchaser  In  good 
faith  without  notice  of  the  assignment  will  be  protected  by  a 
release  of  the  mortgage  executed  by  the  original  mortgagee.  Whip- 
ple v.  Fowler,  41  Neb.,  675. 

2.  Principal  and  Agent:  Mortcaoeb:    Payment  to  Agent.     Payment  of 

a  mortgage  debt  to  the  agent  of  an  undisclosed  principal  will  ex- 
tinguish the  debt. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    Rvwekice:    Mortoagkh:    Payment  to  Aawrr.   Evi- 

dence examined,  and  Acid  to  sustain  the  finding  and  judgment  of 
the  trial  court. 
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Apphal  from  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beajll,  J.     Affirmed. 

Cobb  &  Harvey,  for  appellant 

T.  L.  Porter,  R.  L.  Keester  and  C.  L.  Miller,  contra. 

KlRKPATWCK,  G. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  by  the  Cheshire  Provident  Institu- 
tion of  New  Hampshire  against  J.  A.  Gibson  and  others  to 
foreclose  a  mortgage  executed  by  Gibson  on  April  13, 1886, 
for  $600  payable  to  Carlos  C.  Burr  at  the  First  National 
Bank  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Plaintiff  alleges  that  it  pur- 
chased the  note  and  mortgage  from  Burr  in  the  usual 
course  of  business  for  value  before  maturity  pome  time 
after  its  execution,  and  that  it  has  ever  since  been  the 
owner  thereof.  Jackson  Friskie,  one  of  the  defendants, 
answered,  setting  up  that  on  the  7th  day  of  December, 
1892,  the  mortgage  mentioned  in  the  petition  was  duly  re- 
leased of  record  by  C.  C.  Burr,  and  that  the  amount 
thereof  had  been  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  and  that  on 
the  23d  of  September,  1895,  nearly  three  years  there- 
after, he  purchased  the  land  in  controversy  from  J.  P. 
Roll,  and  received  from  him  a  warranty  deed,  warranting 
the  title  to  be  free  and  clear  of  all  incumbrances  except 
as  to  a  mortgage  for  $1,400  due  and  payable  to  C.  £.  Bul- 
lock ;  that  Boll  had  in  turn  purchased  the  land  of  Gibson, 
the  mortgagor.  E.  E.  Atwater  answered,  setting  up  sub- 
stantially the  same  facts,  and  that  on  the  1st  day  of 
December,  1892,  he  had  taken  a  mortgage  on  the  premises 
to  secure  the  sum  of  $75,  said  premises  appearing  of  rec- 
ord to  be  free  and  clear  of  all  incumbrances  except  as 
to  a  mortgage  of  $1,400.  C.  E.  Bullock  answered,  setting 
up  that  on  the  first  day  of  December,  1892,  J.  P.  Roll 
was  the  owner  and  in  possession  of  the  land  in  contro- 
versy, and  that  Bullock  loaned  to  Roll  $1,400,  relying 
upon  the  abstract  of  title  showing  that  the  said  Roll  was 
the  owner  of  said  premises,  and  that  the  same  were  clear 
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and  free  of  incumbrances.  To  these  various  answers 
plaintiff  filed  a  reply,  alleging  that  it  purchased  the  note 
and  mortgage  in  suit  from  O.  C.  Burr  shortly  after  their 
execution,  and  that  Burr  had  no  right  or  authority  to 
release  the  mortgage  of  record,  and  that  his  pretended 
release  was  null  and  void;  that  on  the  first  day  of  De- 
cember, 1892,  when  Bullock  and  Atwater  took  their  mort- 
. gages,  the  mortgage  in  suit  had  not  been  released;  and 
that  Roll  negotiated  the  loan  for  $1,400  with  G.  E.  Bul- 
lock for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  and  satisfying  the  mort- 
gage mentioned  in  the  petition  and  other  incumbrances, 
equalling  the  sum  of  f  1,400 ;  that  the  said  Bullock  under- 
took to  pay  the  party  in  interest  and  discharge  of  record 
the  note  and  mortgage  mentioned  in  plaintiff's  petition, 
and  that  said  Bullock  through  his  agent  had  carelessly 
and  negligently  paid  the  money  to  Burr  to  procure  a  re- 
lease and  discharge  from  him,  knowing  that  Burr  was  not 
the  owner  of  the  note  and  mortgage,  or  with  sufficient 
knowledge  to  put  a  reasonably  prudent  man  upon  inquiry 
as  to  the  ownership  of  the  note  and  mortgage;  concluding 
with  a  prayer  that  if  the  court  should  find  that  if  it  was 
not  entitled  to  foreclosure  of  its  note  and  mortgage  as 
against  Friskie,  the  owner  of  the  land,  it  might  have  a 
decree  that  the  amount  due  on  its  mortgage  be  paid  from 
the  amount  represented  by  Bullock's  mortgage.  No  as- 
signment of  the  mortgage  in  suit  from  Burr  to  plaintiff 
was  ever  made.  The  trial  court  found  that  the  note 
and  mortgage  had  been  paid  and  satisfied  in  full,  and 
that  the  same  was  a  cloud  on  the  title  of  Jackson  Friskie, 
and  found  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  Bullock  and  At- 
water, and  against  plaintiff,  and  entered  a  decree,  dis- 
missing plaintiff's  petition  at  its  cast,  and  quieting  title 
to  the  premises  in  Friskie,  subject  only  to  the  mortgages 
of  Bullock  and  Atwater.  From  this  decree  plaintiff  prose- 
cutes appeal  to  this  court. 

The  recor.l  diwloppfl  that  J.  P.  Roll,  on  December  1, 
1892,  desiring  to  pay  off  the  mortgage  which  had  been 
given  to  Burr,  applied  to  the  agent  of  O.  E.  Bullock  for 


VOL.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902.  395 

Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Gibson. 

a  loan  of  f  1,400  to  pay  off  the  Burr  mortgage  and  another 
mortgage  on  the  same  tract  to  another  party.  Bullock's 
agent  communicated  with  him  in  the  east,  and  he  agreed 
to  make  the  loan  of  (1,400,  provided  that  would  pay  off 
all  the  incumbrances  on  the  land,  and  that  an  abstract 
would  be  provided  showing  a  clear  title.  Bullock's  agent 
then  notified  Roll,  that  he  would  make  him  the  loan  of 
(1,400  and  that  he,  Roll,  should  communicate  with  Burr, 
and  the  party  holding  the  other  mortgage,  and  have  re- 
leases of  both  mortgages  sent  to  the  bank  at  Alma,  in 
Harlan  county,  to  be  delivered  on  payment  of  the  amount 
due.  This  was  done,  and  about  December  7  the  re- 
lease of  the  mortgage  in  suit,  and  the  other  mortgage 
covering  the  same  land,  were  at  the  bank  at  the  place 
stated.  Bollock's  agent  went  to  the  bank  with  Roll,  and 
the  (1,400  were  there  paid,  and  both  mortgages  were  satis- 
fled  and  released  of  record,  the  abstract  brought  down 
to  date,  and  the  papers  sent  east  to  Bullock,  who  approved 
the  transaction,  supposing  that  he  had  a  first  mortgage 
on  the  premises.  The  testimony  shows  that  Jackson 
Friskie  purchased  the  land  in  controversy  more  than  throe 
years  after  the  mortgage  in  suit  had  been  released,  and 
received  a  warranty  deed  and  an  abstract  showing  perfect 
title,  having  no  notice  that  plaintiff  claimed  any  interest 
in  the  premises,  and  relying  upon  the  record  showing  the 
mortgage  satisfied.  Under  this  state  of  facts,  the  rule 
is  well  settled  that  he  took  the  land  free  and  clear  of 
any  lien  on  account  of  plaintiff's  mortgage.  Whipple  v. 
Fowler,  41  Neb.,  675;  Cram  v.  Cotrcll,  48  Neb.,  646.  This 
leaves  as  the  only  question  in  the  case  whether  plaintiff 
is  entitled  to  a  first  lien  for  the  amount  of  its  note  and 
mortgage  as  against  Bullock's  mortgage,  and  this  depends 
upon  whether  or  not  Burr  was  the  agent  of  plaintiff  and 
authorized  to  collect  the  note  in  suit,  and  release  and  dis- 
charge the  mortgage.  The  facts  and  circumstances  in  this 
case,  as  disclosed  by  the  record,  are  in  all  material  re- 
spects identical  with  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  the 
case  of  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Feuaner,  63 
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Neb.,  682.  In  fact  the  exhibits  and  depositions  which 
constitute  all  the  material  evidence  in  the  case  are  prac- 
tically identical.  This  being  true,  we  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  set  out  the  evidence  in  detail,  tt  is  sufficient 
to  say,  that  the  trial  court,  after  hearing  all  the  evidence, 
found  that  Burr  was  the  duly  authorized  agent  of  plain- 
tiff for  the  collection  of  the  debt  sued  upon,  and  that  he 
did  collect  it  in  full,  and  discharged  the  mortgage  of  rec- 
ord. It  seems  clear  that  this  finding  is  supported  by 
sufficient  competent  evidence,  and  it  will  not  be  disturbed. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Thomas  F.  Malonby  v.  The  County  of  Dodgla.8  ht  ai*. 

Fn.ro  January  22,  1902.    No.  10,718. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Attorney  and  Client:  Liens:  Pbioriths.  As  against  a  client  or  cliont's 
assignee,  an  attorney  engaged  In  prosecuting  a  claim  before  a 
county  board  has  a  Hen  for  his  services  without  filing  claim  or 
giving  notice,  and  an  assignee,  whose  rights  arise  while  tie  matter 
la  pending,  takes  subject  to  the  attorney's  rightful  fees. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Qouglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Powell,  J.    Affirmed. 

1.  J.  Dunn,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Time  when  attorney's  lien  attaches  upon  money  in  the 
hands  of  a  third  person.  Elliott  v,  Atkins,  26  Neb.,  at 
page  409. 

Right  of  client  to  assign  a  chose  in  action  free  from 
any  claim  for  an  attorney's  fee,  where  no  lien  has  been 
filed.  Sheedy  v.  McMurtry,  44  Neb.,  499,  68  N.  W. 
Rep.,  2L 
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G.  W.  and  Wm.  G.  Doane,  contra. 

An  attorney's  lien  cannot  be  defeated  by  an  assign- 
ment of  the  fnnd.  Tbe  purchaser  takes  subject  to  the 
lien.  Griggs  v.  White,  5  Neb.,  467;  Boyer  v.  Clark,  3  Neb., 
161 ;  McCain  v.  Portis,  42  Ark.,  402 ;  Central  Railroad  & 
Banking  Co.  v.  Pettus,  113  U.  S.,  116;  Schwartz  v.  Jcnney, 
21  Han  [N.  Y.],  33;  Inre  Bailey,  66  How.  Pr.  [N.  T.],64; 
Bkapley  v.  Bellows,  4  N.  H.,  353;  Ward  v.  Watson,  27 
Neb.,  768 ;  Rice  v.  Day,  33  Neb.,  204 ;  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds, 
10  Neb.,  574. 

No  notice  to  the  client  or  to  his  assignee  is  required  to 
create  a  lien  upon  the  fund  in  the  hands  of  a  debtor  in 
favor  of  an  attorney  who  has  been  retained  to  prosecnte 
the  claim.    Sayre  v.  Thompson,  18  Neb.,  at  page  43. 

An  agreement  between  attorney  and  client  that  the 
attorney  shall  have  a  certain  amount  out  of  the  fund  as 
compensation  for  his  services,  constitutes  a  valid  equitable 
assignment  of  the  judgment  pro  tanto,  which  attaches  to 
the  judgment  as  soon  as  entered.  Steward  v.  Hilton,  19 
Blatchf.  [U.  8.],  290;  Williams  v.  Ingersoll,  89  N.  Y.,  at 
page  518;  Longworth  v.  Handy,  2  Disney  [Ohio],  75; 
Cunningham  «.  McGrady,  2  Bax.  [Tenn.],  141. 

Hastings,  O. 

Two  questions  are  presented  in  this  case.  One,  whether 
or  not  it  is  necessary  to  enable  an  attorney  to  retain  his 
lien  against  a  client's  assignee  that  such  Hen  be  filed  and 
notice  given  as  is  required  to  make  it  valid  against  the 
opposing  party.  The  second  is,  simply,  whether  or  not 
the  prosecution  of  a  claim  against  a  county  is  a  proceed- 
ing in  which  a  lien  may  be  acquired.  The  questions  arise 
in  this  way:  One  Mary  Ellen  Costello  had  a  claim 
against  Douglas  county  for  certain  lots  which  had  been 
taken  for  public  use.  The  claim  was  like  to  that  of  cer- 
tain other  parties  whose  property  had  been  similarly 
taken.  Proceedings  before  the  county  board  were  com- 
menced by  Doane  &  Doane  on  behalf  of  the  owners,  Miss 
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Costello  among  the  rest.  One  of  the  claims  was  acted 
upon  and  an  appeal  taken  from  the  action  of  the  county 
boaTd.  The  claim  in  this  action  was  then  "hung  up"  to 
await  the  final  action  of  this  court  on  the  other.  It  waa 
in  the  meantime  assigned  by  Miss  Costello  to  Thomas  F. 
Maloney.  Finally  the  leading  claim  was  acted  upon 
favorably  by  this  court.  The  county  board  then  found 
the  assignment  to  Maloney  on  file,  also  a  new  claim  by 
him,  and  a  claim  of  Doane  &  Doane  for  an  attorney's  lien 
of  fifty  per  cent  of  the  amount  to  be  allowed.  The  board 
then  entered  an  order  allowing  Maloney's  claim,  subject 
to  Doane  &  Doane's  claim  of  lien,  and  directed  that  a 
warrant  issue  only  on  joint  receipt  of  Maloney  and  Doane 
&  Doane.  This  receipt  was  not  forthcoming,  and  the 
county  filed  a  petition  setting  out  the  facts,  and  tender- 
ing payment  of  the  money  to  whomsoever  the  court  should 
say  was  entitled  to  it,  and  asking  a  determination  of  that 
question.  The  parties  answered,  Maloney  claiming  the 
money  in  right  of  his  assignment  and  the  board's  allow- 
ance of  it,  and  Doane  &  Doane  claiming  one-half  of  it 
as  an  agreed  attorney's  fee.  The  district  court  awarded 
Doane  &  Doane  one-half  of  it  as  an  attorney's  fee,  and 
Maloney  brings  error  to  reverse  that  judgment,  basing  his 
claim  of  error  on  the  two  grounds  that  his  assignment  was 
taken  seme  two  years  before  the  lien  was  filed,  and  that 
the  statutory  provision  for  an  attorney's  lien  does  not 
include  one  for  services  before  the  county  board  in  pro- 
curing allowance  of  a  claim. 

The  questions  do  not  seem  to  be  settled  by  any  direct 
decisions  of  this  state.  The  provisions  of  our  statute 
allow  a  lien  upon  money  of  a  client  in  the  opposing  parties' 
hands.  It  is  claimed  that  this  money  was  not  money  of 
a  client  of  these  attorneys  after  the  assignment.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  assignment  of  the  claim  recited 
that  it  was  filed.  The  filing  was  by  these  attorneys,  and 
their  claim  was  copied  with  some  changes  by  Maloney, 
and  they  continued  to  prosecute  the  claim  pending  in  this 
court  on  which  that  one  depended.     They  were  not  dis- 
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charged,  and  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  that  they 
earned  the  agreed  fee  is  supported  by  evidence.  The 
money  was  still  in  the  opposing  parties'  hands  and  in  buy- 
ing the  claim  and  failing  to  discharge  the  attorneys, 
Moloney  became  their  client  In  buying  the  claim  too 
he  took  only  so  much  of  it  as  Miss  Costello  could  assign, 
that  is  so  much  as  was  not  covered  by  Doane  &  Doane's 
contract,  at  least  to  the  extent  that  it  had  been  then  per- 
formed. Ecartt  v.  Chipman,  2  Aik.  [Vt.],  162;  Sexton 
r.  Pike,  13  Ark.,  193;  Renick  v.  Ludington,  16  W.  Va.,  at 
page  398;  Frivk  v.  McCo'mb,  60  Fed.  Kep.,  486. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  concede  that  no  notice 
waa  necessary  as  against  the  client  They  cite  no  case 
holding  that  the  client's  assignee  waa,  or  is,  in  any  better 
position.  We  can  see  no  reason  why  one  who  buys  a 
claim,  then  in  an  attorney's  hands,  and  being  by  that  at- 
torney prosecuted  before  a  judicial  tribunal,  should  not 
be  held  to  take  it  subject  to  all  the  attorney's  rights  in  it 
as  against  bis  original  client.  There  seems  no  good  reason 
for  refusing  to  regard  the  hearing  before  the  county  board 
as  a  "proceeding"  within  the  meaning  of  the  attorney's 
lien  provision.  The  phrase  "action  or  proceeding"  in 
which  the  lien  is  given  is  certainly  broad  enough  to  in- 
clude the  prosecution  of  a  claim  before  a  county  board. 
It  would  seem  that  neither  of  the  grounds  on  which  this 
decree  is  assailed  is  well  taken. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court 
be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kiekpateiok,  CO.,  concur. 
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Harbison  National  Bane  of  Cadiz,  Ohio,  appellant,  t. 
Ibvin  Williams  et  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Jaitoabt  SI,  1902.    No.  10,772. 
CommiHBloner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Principal  and  Agent:    Estoppel  of  Principal.     Where  a  principal 

has  by  hie  voluntary  act  placed  an  agent  In  such  a  situation  that 
a  person  of  ordinary  prudence  conversant  with  business  usages 
and  the  nature  of  the  particular  business  Is  Justified  In  presuming 
that  such  agent  has  authority  to-  perform  a  particular  act,  and 
therefore  deals  with  the  agent,  the  principal  is  estopped  as  against 
such  third  person  from  denying  the  agent's  authority.  Holt  v. 
Schneider,  57  Neb.,  523,  followed. 

2.  Principal  and  Agent:   Ostensible  Authority  or  Aqewt.     Ostensible 

authority  to  act  as  agent  may  be  Inferred  If  the  party  to  be  charged 
as  principal  affirmatively  or  Intentionally,  or  by  lack  of  ordinary 
care,  causes  or  allows  third  persona  to  trust  and  act  upon  such 
apparent  agency.  Thomson  v.  Bhelton,  49  Neb.,  644,  and  Phtenix 
insurance  Co.  v.  Walter,  51  Neb.,  182,  followed. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    Evidence:    AfiBNOT  Established.     Evidence  ex- 

amined and  held  to  support  the  finding  of  the  trial  court 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Chase  county.    Tried 
below  before  Nobbis,  J.    Affirmed. 

Abbott,  Belleck  &  Lane  and  S.  8.  Bishop,  for  appellant 

Charles  <?.  Ryan,  Chas.  W:  Meeker  and  William  O'Con- 
nor, contra. 

Day,  O. 

On  May  6,  1895,  the  plaintiff  commenced  this  suit  In 
the  district  court  for  Chase  county  against  the  defend- 
ants, praying  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  real  estate  mort- 
gage executed  by  the  defendant,  Irvin  Williams,  on  No- 
vember 23,  1886,  to  C.  C.  Burr.  The  mortgage  was  given 
to  secure  the  payment  of  a  coupon  note  of  $300  due  Janu- 
ary 1, 1892,  but  which  by  agreement  was  subsequently  ex- 
tended to  January  1,  1893.  The  defendant,  George  E.  . 
Howard,  was  a  subsequent  purchaser  of  the  mortgaged 
premises  and  assumed  the  payment  of  the  mortgage.    The 
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e  interposed  was  payment  to  Burr  on  September  21, 
1894,  who,  it  was  alleged,  was  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff 
to  receive  payment  The  court  below  found  for  the  de- 
fendants and  decreed  a  cancellation  and  discharge  of  the 
mortgage.  To  review  this  judgment  the  plaintiff  has 
brought  the  case  to  this  court  by  appeal. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  the  amount  of  the  note 
was  paid  to  Burr.  The  onlj  question  which  needs  to  be 
considered  is  whether  the  facts  proven,  establish  that 
Burr  was  the  plaintiff's  agent  in  receiving  the  money  upon 
the  note  and  mortgage.  It  appears  that  Burr  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  transaction  now 
in  controversy  was  engaged  in  the  business  of  negotiating 
real  estate  loans.  He  had  customers  in  different  eastern 
cities  for  whom  he  placed  these  loans,  usually  taking  them 
in  his  own  name  and  indorsing  and  guaranteeing  the  pay- 
ment to  his  principal.  Burr  at  different  times  would  re- 
ceive orders  from  the  plaintiff  to  place  a  certain  amount 
of  loans  for  it,  and  in  pursuance  of  Aiis  direction  sent  a 
number  of  loans  to  the  plaintiff,  drawing  upon  it  for  the 
amount.  Burr  testifies  that  he  never  made  loans  until  he 
received  an  order  for  them.  It  also  appears  that  Burr 
collected  the  interest  coupons  as  they  became  due  and 
remitted  the  proceeds  of  such  collections  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  in  many  instances  the  principal  debt.  He  also 
invested  the  money  on  many  of  these  loans ;  extended  the 
time  of  payment;  commenced  suits  in  foreclosure  and  did 
such  acts  as  would  certainly  seem  to  indicate  a  general 
authority  over  the  plaintiff's  loans  in  this  state.  All  his 
acts  and  doings  seem  to  have  met  the  approval  and 
acquiescence  of  the  plaintiff  until  it  was  discovered  that 
he  had  collected  some  of  the  loans  for  which  he  had  failed 
to  properly  account.  That  the  officers  of  the  plaintiff 
were  frequently  in  Lincoln  and  knew  the  manner  in  which 
Burr  was  transacting  the  business,  is  unquestioned.  To 
sustain  the  contention  of  the  appellee  that  Burr  was  the 
general  agent  of  the  plaintiff,  a  large  number  of  letters 
were  introduced,  selected  from  two  or  three  thousand 
30 
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which  constituted  the  correspondence  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  Burr.  It  would  be  impossible  to  give  even  a  sum- 
mary of  the  contents  of  these  letters,  but  they  are  of  such 
a  character  as  to  impress  us  that  the  plaintiff  was  in- 
trusting the  entire  management  and  control  of  its  loans  to 
Burr.  All  the  interest  coupons  were  sent  to  him  for  col- 
lection and  he  would  notify  all  the  borrowers,  and  when 
collected  would  remit  In  many  instances  he  would  col- 
lect the  principal  and  his  act  was  not  only  ratified  but 
commended. 

The  question  of  agency — its  scope  and  authority — is  to 
be  determined  by  the  facts  established.  And  the  fact  that 
plaintiff  had  permitted  Burr  for  a  period  of  years  to  col- 
lect not  only  the  interest  on  this  loan,  but  to  extend  its 
payment  and  collect  the  principal  upon  other  loans  or 
renew  them  as  his  judgment  dictated,  are  facts  which 
strongly  tend  to  establish  his  agency.  The  facts  of  this 
case  bring  it  within  the  doctrine  announced  in  Johnston 
v.  Milwaukee  &  Wybming  Investment  Co.,  40  Neb.,  480,  in 
which  it  was  ruled :  "Where  a  principal  has,  by  his  volun- 
tary act,  placed  an  agent  in  such  a  situation  that  a  person 
of  ordinary  prudence,  conversant  with  business  usages 
and  the  nature  of  the  particular  business,  is  justified  in 
presuming  that  such  agent  has  authority  to  perform  a 
particular  act,  and  therefore  deals  with  the  agent,  the  prin- 
cipal is  estopped  as  against  such  third  person  from  deny- 
ing the  agent's  authority."  The  case  at  bar  is  also  within 
the  rule  laid  down  in  Thomson  v.  Sliclton,  49  Neb.,  644, 
where  it  is  said:  "Ostensible  authority  to  act  as  agent 
may  be  conferred  if  the  party  to  be  charged  as  principal 
affirmatively  or  intentionally,  or  by  lack  of  ordinary  care, 
causes  or  allows  third  persons  to  trust  and  act  upon  such 
apparent  agency."  In  Holt  v.  Schneider,  57  Neb.,  523,  the 
above  quoted  authorities  were  approved.  That  case  also 
grew  out  of  the  transaction  of  Burr,  and  in  its  facts  is 
strikingly  similar  lo  the  case  at  bar. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  entire  testimony  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  ib  supported  by  the 
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evidence.   It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatriok,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Lebanon  Savings  Bank  op  Lbbanon,  New  Hampshibe, 

APPELLANT,  T.  JOHN  HeNKT  BlANKB  ET  AL.,  APPELLEES. 

Filed  Jawoart  22,  1902.    No.  10,806. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

L  Principal  and  Agent:  Estoppel  of  Pbinctpal.  Where  a  principal 
has  by  Lis  voluntary  act  placed  an  agent  in  such  a  situation  tbat  a 
person  of  ordinary  prudence  conversant  with  business  usages  and 
the  nature  of  the  particular  business  Is  Justified  In  presuming  that 
such  agent  has  authority  to  perform  a  particular  act,  and  there- 
fore deals  with  the  agent,  the  principal  Is  estopped  as  against 
each  third  person  from  denying  the  agent's  authority.  Bolt  v. 
Schneider,  67  Neb.,  623,  followed. 

&  Principal  and  Agent:  Ostensible  Authority  or  Agent.  Ostensible 
authority  to  act  as  agent  may  be  conferred  If  the  party  to  be 
charged  as  principal  affirmatively  or  Intentionally,  or  by  lack  of 
ordinary  care,  causes  or  allows  third  persons  to  trust  and  act 
upon  such  apparent  agency.  Thomson  v.  Bhelton,  49  Neb.,  644, 
and  PhtenUc  Insurance  Co.  v.  Walter,  61  Neb.,  182,  followed. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Evidence:  Aoenct  Established  Evidence  ex- 
amined and  held  to  support  the  finding  of  the  trial  court 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Chase  county.  Tried 
below  before  Norms,  J.    Affirmed. 

Flanaburg  &  Williams,  for  appellant 

ft  W.  Meeker  &  J.  H.  Broody,  contra. 

Day,  0. 

On  August  20, 1887,  John  H.  Blanke  obtained  a  loan  of 
|500  from  the  Lebanon  Savings  Bank  of  Lebanon,  New 
Hampshire,  and  as  evidence  thereof  executed  his  coupon 
bond  due  January  1,  1893,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  upon  real  estate  in  Chase  county. 
The  negotiations  were  conducted  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
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tiff  by  O.  C.  Burr  a  loan  broker  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 
This  suit  was  brought  February  8,  1895,  in  the  district 
court  for  Chase  county  to  foreclose  the  above  described 
mortgage.  The  answer  of  the  defendants  admitted  the  ex- 
ecution and  delivery  of  the  note  and  mortgage  but  by  way 
of  defense  pleaded  payment  on  March  7,  1893,  to  O.  C. 
Burr,  who,  it  was  alleged,  was  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff. 
Upon  the  trial  the  court  found  generally  for  the  defend- 
ants that  the  note  and  mortgage  had  been  fully  paid,  and 
decreed  a  cancellation  and  discharge  of  the  mortgage.  To 
review  this  judgment  the  plaintiff  has  brought  the  case 
to  this  court  by  appeal.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  payment 
having  been  made  to  Burr. 

The  only  question  presented  by  the  record  which  needs 
to  be  considered  is  whether  the  facts  proven  show  Burr  to 
have  been  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  collection  of  the 
principal  upon  the  loan.  The  testimony  shows  that  for  a 
number  of  years  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  making  of 
this  loan,  Burr  was  conducting  a  loan  business  at  Lincoln, 
Nebraska.  In  some  instances  he  would  make  the  notes 
and  mortgages  payable  to  himself,  guarantee  the  payment 
of  principal  and  interest  and  sell  the  notes  and  mortgages 
to  his  eastern  correspondents.  At  other  times,  as  in  this 
case,  the  note  and  mortgage  were  made  payable  direct  to 
his  customer.  The  transactions  between  plaintiff  and 
Burr  were  of  considerable  magnitude,  involving  loans  in 
this  state  to  the  amount  of  $200,000.  It  appears  also  that 
Burr  made  the  loan,  collected  and  remitted  the  interest  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  in  a  great  many  instances  collected 
and  remitted  the  principal  upon  loans  made  by  him  with 
full  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  he  wras 
conducting  its  business  in  this  manner.  Sometimes  he 
would  remit  the  money  thus  collected,  at  other  times  would 
send  in  lieu  of  cash  new  loans  to  balance  his  account  with 
the  plaintiff.  The  business  between  Burr  and  the  plaintiff 
was  carried  on  by  correspondence  which  was  very  exten- 
sive, one  of  the  witnesses  placing  the  number  of  lettere 
passing  between  them  at  1,000.    Borne  of  the  letters  which 
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were  introduced  bIiow  clearly  that  plaintiff  knew  of  the 
manner  in  which  Burr  was  conducting  its  business,  some 
were  relating  to  collections  of  the  principal  sum  upon  the 
loans  due  and  to  become  due,  others  were  asking  for  state- 
ments of  their  accounts  and  others  asking  for  new  loans, 
In  one,  a  list  of  names  was  given  in  which  their  loans  were 
due  and  unpaid  and  asking  for  a  report  on  each  and  con- 
tained this  sentence :  "When  parties  do  not  pay  at  ma- 
turity we  would  prefer  to  have  some  understanding  in 
regard  to  extension  of  time."  The  whole  tenor  of  this  cor- 
respondence impresses  us  that  Burr  was  the  general  agent 
of  the  plaintiff  to  look  after  its  business  and  keep  its  in- 
terest and  principal  collected  and  invested  in  securities; 
that  it  was  cognizant  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  con- 
ducting its  business  there  seems  to  be  no  question. 

The  facts  of  this  case  bring  it  within  the  doctrine  an- 
nounced in  Johnston  v.  Milwaukee  &  Wyoming  Investment 
Co.,  46  Neb.,  480,  in  which  it  was  ruled:  "Where  a  prin- 
cipal has,  by  his  voluntary  act,  placed  an  agent  in  such  a 
situation  that  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence,  conversant 
with  business  usages  and  the  nature  of  the  particular 
business,  is  justified  in  presuming  that  such  agent  has  au- 
thority to  perform  a  particular  act,  and  therefore  deals 
with  the  agent,  the  principal  is  estopped  as  against  such 
third  person  from  denying  the  agent's  authority."  The 
ease  at  bar  is  also  within  the  rule  laid  down  in  Thomson 
v.  Hhcltun,  49  Neb.,  644,  where  it  is  said:  "Ostensible  au- 
thority to  act  as  agent  may  be  conferred  if  the  party  to 
be  charged  as  principal  affirmatively  or  intentionally,  or 
by  lack  of  ordinary  care,  causes  or  allows  third  persons 
to  trust  and  act  upon  such  apparent  agency."  To  our 
minds  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  the  con- 
elusion  reached  by  the  trial  court  that  Burr  was  the  plaiu- 
tiff'B  agent  in  receiving  the  principal  sum  due  upon  this 
loan.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 
Hastings  and  Kikkpatkick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Omaha  Carpet  Company  et  al.  v.  Charles  E.  Clapp, 
Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  John  S.  Caulfield, 
Deceased. 

Filed  January  22, 1902.    No.  10,888. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Limitation  of  Actions:    Waives.    Question  of  tbe  statute  of  limita- 

tions, if  not  raised  Jn  any  manner  In  the  lower  court,  will  be 
deemed  waived  and  not  considered  here. 

2.  Action  on  Indemnity  Bond  to  Sheriff:    Defense,  Merits  or  Awmil- 

i'ateii  Claim.  Where  an  officer  Indemnified  against  judgments  on 
account  of  a  levy  has  on  the  strength  of  the  Indemnification  held 
property  against  a  third  party's  claim,  the  merits  of  that  party's 
action,  in  which  Judgment  lias  gone  against  the  officer  and  been 
paid,  can  not  in  the  absence  of  any  stipulation  to  that  effect  be 
inquired  Into  In  a  suit  on  the  Indemnity  bond. 

3.  Action  on  Indemnity  Bond  to  Sheriff:    Judgment  Within  Terms. 

In  such  a  case,  in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  collusion,  the  sole  ques- 
tion Is  whether  the  judgment  Is  fairly  Included  in  the  terms  of 
the  bond. 

4.  Action  on  Indemnity  Bond  to  Sheriff:    Penalty:    Interest.     In  a 

suit  on  a  bond  with  a  penalty,  interest  can  be  added  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  penalty  only  from  the  date  of  the  breach  alleged. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county.  Tried 
below  before  Slaiiaugh,  J.    Affirmed  upon  remittitur. 

B.  N.  EoherUon,  for  plaintiffs  in  error, 

B.  O.  Burbank,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

This  is  an  action  upon  an  indemnity  bond.  April  24, 
1888,  the  Omaha  Carpet  Company  procured  an  attach- 
ment in  the  county  court  of  Douglas  county  against  the 
New  York  Storage  &  Loan  Company,  and  on  the  same 
day,  by  direction  of  the  Carpet  Company's  attorney, 
the  writ  was  levied  upon  merchandise  already  in  the 
sheriff's  possession  on  an  execution  issued  against  the 
name  company  upon  a  judgment  in  favor  of  one  Hall, 
which  judgment  had  been  confessed  by  the  president  of 
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the  Storage  &  Loan  Company.  One  Watson  was  claiming 
the  goods  and  the  carpet  company  was  informed  by  the 
Bheriff  that  he  would  release  them  unless  indemnity  was 
famished.  It  was  furnished  that  afternoon  by  a  Tiond  in 
the  sum  of  ¥620,  conditioned  as  follows : 

"Now  the  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that 
if  the  above  bounden  Omaha  Carpet  Company  shall  well 
and  truly  save  harmless  and  indemnify  the  said  Wm. 
Coburn,  sheriff,  and  any  and  all  persons  aiding  and  as- 
sisting him  in  the  premises,  from  all  harm,  trouble,  dam- 
age, costs,  suits,  actions,  judgments  and  executions,  that 
shall  or  may  at  any  time  arise,  come,  or  be  brought  against 
him,  them,  or  any  of  them,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void; 
otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect." 

Summons  was  served  in  the  carpet  company's  case  and 
judgment  was  rendered  in  its  favor  on  May  8  for  $309.80 
and  costs,  but  without  mention  of  the  attachment.  On 
May  10,  the  sheriff  returned  the  writ  stating  the  facts  as  to 
the  levy.  No  further  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  car- 
pet company.  Watson  had  commenced  his  action  in  the 
district  court  of  Douglas  county  to  restrain  the  storage 
and  loan  company  and  its  officers  from  interfering  with 
the  goods  and  claiming  them  under  a  chattel  mortgage. 
Immediately  after  the  carpet  company's  levy  another  writ 
of  attachment  in  favor  of  Dell  R.  Edwards  was  levied  upon 
these  same  goods  previously  held  on  the  Hall  execution 
and  the  carpet  company's  attachment  and  also  upon  some 
other  goods.  An  indemnity  undertaking  in  similar  terms 
in  the  sum  of  $  1,955  was  given  by  Hall,  and  one  by  Dell  R. 
Edwards  for  $3,500.  Mrs.  Edwards  commenced  an  action 
against  the  storage  and  loan  company  and  Hall  to  enjoin 
tie  collection  of  Hall's  judgment  and  have  it  declared 
void.  Subsequently  she  commenced  another  action  against 
the  storage  and  loan  company  and  Watson  to  avoid  the 
hitter's  mortgage,  and  asked  also  that  a  receiver  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  possession  of  the  storage  and  loan  com- 
pany's property.  These  two  actions  of  Edwards  were 
consolidated  with  the  one  first  brought  by  Watson  and  a 
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receiver  was  appointed  to  whom  the  sheriff  turned  over 
all  the  goods  levied  upon.  Watson  set  up  his  mortgage  in 
the  consolidated  action.  In  that  action  the  Hall  judgment 
was  found  fraudulent  and  void  and  Edwards's  attachment 
was  found  to  be  no  lien  and  Watson's  mortgage  was  held  a 
bona  fide  and  paramount  lien  for  the  sum  of  $4,493.62.  In 
July,  and  before  the  appointment  of  a  receiver,  Watson 
commenced  an  action  against  the  sheriff  for  conversion  of 
all  the  goods  levied  upon.  In  that  action  such  proceedings 
were  had  that  at  the  January,  1898,  term  of  this  conrt,  a 
judgment  in  favor  of  Watson  and  against  the  sheriff  was 
affirmed,  and  about  September  30,  1898,  $5,416  was  paid 
by  the  sheriff  to  Watson  to  discharge  it.  This  money  is 
claimed  to  have  been  paid  by  Caulfield,  and  the  sheriff's 
indemnities  to  have  been  assigned  to  him.  He  was  a  surety 
on  the  sheriff's  bond.  There  is  no  allegation  of  damages 
other  than  such  as  arose  from  the  payment  of  this 
judgment,  and  in  fact  this  action  is  brought  to  re- 
cover on  this  indemnity  bond  for  the  money  paid  out  in 
discharge  of  Watson's  judgment  in  the  conversion  action. 
At  the  trial  in  the  lower  court,  each  of  the  parties  at  the 
close  of  the  evidence  moved  for  a  peremptory  instruction 
for  a  verdict.  The  court  overruled  the  defendants'  mo- 
lion  and  sustained  that  of  plaintiff,  and  instructed  the 
jury  to  return  a  verdict  for  the  penalty  in  the  bond  and 
'nterest  on  that  amount  from  the  date  on  which  it  was 
given. 

It  is  first  urged  that  plaintiff's  petition  disclosed  no 
i  ause  of  action,  because  it  shows  that  no  action  was  begun 
upon  this  indemnity  bond  given  in  April,  1888,  until  De- 
cember, 1898,  and  that  the  statute  of  limitations  had  run. 
.It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  to  say  that  it  seems  con- 
ceded by  the  brief  of  plaintiffs  ifl  error  that  the  objection 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  was  not  interposed  in  any  way 
at  the  trial  in  the  court  below  and  it  must  therefore  be 
deemed  waived.  Taylor  v.  Courtnay,  15  Neb.,  190;  Alex- 
under  v.  Meyers,  33  Neb.,  773.  It  would  seem,  too,  that 
plaintiff  would  be  justified  in  treating  the  enforcing  of 
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payment  upon  Watson's  judgment  as  a  new  breach  of  the 
bond  and  a  fresh  cause  of  action,  even  if  there  had  existed 
a  previous  right  to  bring  suit  on  a  mere  liability,  which  is 
by  no  means  clear.  At  all  events  the  cause  of  action  al- 
leged here  is  the  bond  and  its  breach  by  reason  of  compul- 
sion to  pay  Watson's  judgment  and  the  failure  to  reim- 
burse. Id  this  connection  it  seems  clear  that  the  right  to 
demand  the  penalty  of  the  bond  accrued  so  far  as  the  peti- 
tion in  this  action  discloses  only  on  the  payment  of  the 
money,  and  it  would  therefore  seem  that  it  was  error  for 
the  court  to  instruct  the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  for  the 
amount  of  that  penalty  with  interest  from  the  giving  of 
the  bond.  It  would  seem  that  the  utmost  that  could  be 
legally  demanded  would  be  the  amount  of  that  penalty 
and  interest  from  the  time  when  it  is  claimed  that  the  de- 
mand arose,  viz.,  on  the  payment  of  this  judgment,  Sep- 
tember 30,  1898,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had  no  right  to 
recover  interest  for  more  than  ten  years  intervening  be- 
tween those  dates.  Certainly  no  right  under  these  plead- 
ings to  demand  this  money  had  arisen  in  April,  1888. 

It  ib  next  claimed,  and  seems  to  constitute  the  defense 
most  relied  upon,  that  the  facts  do  not  disclose  any  breach 
of  this  bond ;  that  the  goods  in  fact  were  not  converted  by 
(he  sheriff  by  means  of  this  levy  of  the  carpet  company's 
attachment ;  that  he  incurred  no  additional  liability  on  its 
account  and  was  put  to  no  loss  because  of  it.  This  is 
claimed  on  the  ground  of  his  having  the  property  already 
in  his  possession  under  the  Hall  execution  and  on  the  fur- 
ther ground  that  the  carpet  company's  attachment  was 
abandoned  by  reason  of  not  being  sustained  or  attempted 
to  be  enforced  when  judgment  was  taken  in  the  carpet 
company's  action.  This  was  before  the  suit  was  instituted 
in  which  Watson  obtained  his  judgment.  This  last  action 
was  in  July,  and  in  May  the  carpet  company  had  taken 
judgment  on  their  claim  without  any  sustaining  of  their 
attachment-  It  is  claimed  that  taking  this  mere  personal 
judgment  released  the  levy,  and  as  no  goods  were  ever 
taken  on  the  carpet  company's  attachment  nor  held  under 
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the  property  was  appraised  and  sold  too  low.  There  is  no 
charge  of  fraud  or  of  irregularity  in  the  proceedings.  It 
has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  this  court  that  in  such  case 
the  order  of  confirmation  can  not  be  successfully  assailed. 
Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  56  Neb.,  61,  and  cases  cited. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Duffib  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


R.  A.  Simpson,  Trustee  foe  Caroline  Roberts,  appellee, 
v.  William  H.  Snook  et  al.,  Impleaded  with 
Charles  E.  Conrad  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  January  22,  1902.    No.  10,987. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

1.  Mortgages:    Objections  to  Appraisal.     Objections  to  an  appraise- 

ment of  real  estate,  ottered  for  sale  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure, 
to  be  available  must  be  made  before  sale. 

2.  Exceptions,  Bill  of:    Mortgages:    Evidence  Offered  on  Objections 

to  Appraisal.    Such  objections  are  unavailable  unless  the  evidence 
offered  thereon  is  preserved  In  bill  of  exceptions. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Webster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.    Affirmed. 

A.  M.  Walters,  for  appellants. 

P.  A.  Wells,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of  real 
estate  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  The  only  complaint 
made  in  the  argument  is  that  the  premises  were  appraised 
too  low.  We  do  not  find  from  the  record  that  the  appraise- 
ment was  assailed  by  motion  or  otherwise,  before  the  sale, 
neither  do  we  find  any  evidence  that  would  justify  a  re- 
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versal  of  the  order,  even  had  the  appraisement  been  as- 
Bailed  opportunely. 

We  recommend  that  the  order  of  confirmation  be  af- 
firmed. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 


S.  J.  Van  Mbxbe  v.  U.  S.  Province. 

Piled  J&nuaxy  22,  1902.    No.  11,009. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  and  Error:    Conflictino  Evidence.    The  Judgment  of  a  district 

court  founded  upon  conflicting  evidence  will  not  be  disturbed. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Ouster  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 

.ilphonso  Moore,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Chaa.  L.  Qutterson,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  a  petition  in  error  to  review  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  for  Custer  county  in  an  action  brought  by 
the  defendant  in  error,  to  obtain  a  decree  canceling  and 
setting  aside  a  conveyance  by  himself  to  the  plaintiff  in 
error,  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  that  county.  The  ground 
of  the  action  is,  that  the  conveyance  was  procured  by 
fraudulent  representations  ar>d  without  consideration. 
After  a  trial  upon  the  merits  of  the  issue,  the  court  found 
both  generally  and  specifically  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
below  and  entered  a  decree  accordingly.  The  sole  assign- 
ment of  error  urged  upon  the  attention  of  this  court,  in  the 
brief  of  the  plaintiff  in  error,  is,  that  the  judgment  is  not 
mpported  by  sufficient  evidence,  but  the  view  most  favor- 
able to  him  that  can  be  taken  of  the  record  is,  that  the 
evidence  is  conflicting,  and  it  is  well  settled  that  in  such  a 
case  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  will  not  be  disturbed. 
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It  in  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


Cbhameby  Package  Manufacturing  Co.  v.  William  H. 
Magill  et  al. 

Filed  Jandabt  22,  1902.    No.  11,012. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Appeal  and  Error:    Final  Oedeb.    In  the  absence  of  a  final  Judgment.  ■ 
or  final  order,  In  an  action  tried  to  a  Jury,  proceedings  of  the  trial 
court  wIU  not  be  reviewed. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Brown  county.  Tried 
below  before  Westoveb,  J.    Petition  in  error  dismissed. 

McFarland  &  AUschuler,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

P.  D.  MoAndrew,  contra. 

Albert,  0. 

This  is  a  proceeding  in  error,  whereby  it  is  sought  to 
reverse  a  judgment  of  the  district  court  for  Brown  county. 
We  have  searched  the  record  with  care  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  there  is  any  judgment  or  final  order  upon 
which  such  proceedings  may  be  predicated.  We  find  the 
verdict  of  the  jury  and  the  ruling  of  the  court  on  the  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial,  at  which  point  the  record  stops  ab- 
ruptly. 

We  recommend  that  the  petition  in  error  be  dismissed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Petition  in  error  dismissed. 
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John  Reynolds,  appellee,  v.  Bdwabd  Pagan,  appellant, 

BT  AL. 

Fnxn  JiNu*KT  22,  1902.    No.  11,032. 

Commissioner's,,  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Judicial  Sals:  Objeotiowb  to  Appraisal.  Where  the  record  and  the 
evidence  shows  that  the  appraisers  were  qualified  and  possessed 
the  requisite  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the  real  estate  described 
In  the  order  of  sale,  It  la  not  necessary  that  the  appraisement  be 
made  In  actual  view  of  the  premise  a. 

I  Judicial  Sale:  Objection  to  Place  Wbche  Hfxd.  The  sale  having 
been  made  at  the  door  of  the  court  house,  an  objection  that  It  was 
not  made  In  the  court  room,  or  at  the  door  of  the  court  room,  the 
room  In  the  court  house  where  the  decree  was  rendered,  Is  un- 
tenable. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Geimks,  J.     Affirmed. 

R.  J.  Nightingale,  for  appellant. 

Wall  &  Williams,  contra. 

Barnes,  G. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  the  sale  of 
real  estate.  The  objections  to  the  sale  and  confirmation 
were:  1st  That  the  appraisement  was  not  made  in  actual 
view  of  the  premises.  2d.  That  the  sale  was  made  at  the 
door  of  the  court  house  when  it  should  have  been  made  at 
the  door  of  the  court  room,  or  in  the  court  room  where  the 
court  was  held  and  the  decree  rendered. 

1.  The  record  and  the  evidence  taken  on  the  hearing 
below  show  that  the  sheriff  called  one  of  the  appraisers 
and  that  they  went  together  to  the  home  of  the  other  ap- 
praiser, who  was  a  neighbor  of  appellant,  and  lived  within 
half  a  mile  of  the  land  to  be  appraised.  Finding  him  absent 
from  the  house  they  continued  on  their  way  to  the  prem- 
ises in  question.  Arriving  there  they,  by  actual  view 
thereof,  ascertained  the  value  of  the  land.    They  there- 
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upon  returned  to  the  house  of  the  other  appraiser  and, 
without  returning  to  the  premises,  the  three  made  the 
appraisement.  It  is  shown  that  the  appraiser,  who  lived 
near  the  land,  knew  the  value  of  it,  and  no  complaint  is 
made  that  the  appraisement  was  not  a  fair  one  and  for 
the  actual  cash  value  of  the  land._  We  are  satisfied  that 
the  law  was  substantially  complied  with  and  the  court 
properly  overruled  the  first  objection  to  the  sale  and  con- 
firmation. 

2.  Section  503  of  the  Code  provides  that  "All  sales  of 
lands  and  tenements  under  execution  shall  be  held  at  the 
court  house,  if  there  be  one  in  the  county  in  which  such 
lands  and  tenements  are  situated,  and  if  there  be  no  court 
house,  then  at  the  door  of  the  house  in  which  the  district 
court  was  last  held."  The  record  shows  that  there  was  a 
court  house  in  Sherman  county  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and 
that  the  sale  was  made  at  such  court  house. 

The  objection  that  it  was  not  made  in  the  room,  in  the 
court  house  where  the  decree  was  rendered,  or  at  the  door 
of  such  room,  can  not  be  considered  or  sustained.  The 
proceedings  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the  law  and 
the  order  of  the  district  court  confirming  the  sale  should 
be  affirmed. 

Pound  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


James  H.  Aemington,  appellee,  v.  Geovee  C.  Mabbn, 

APPELLANT,  ET  AL. 

Filed  January  22,  1902.    No.  11,033. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

Judicial  Sales:  Fn.no  Copy  or  Appraisal:  Coxfijasce  with  Statute. 
When  a  copy  of  the  appraisal  of  real  estate  Is  filed  In  the  office 
of  the  cleric  of  the  district  court,  before  the  land  is  advertised 
for  sale,  and  has  attached  thereto  the  applications  for  and  cer- 
tificates of  liens,  the  filing  mark  being  placed  on  the  copy  of  the 
appraisal  alone,  there  haa  been  a.  substantial  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  section  491d  of  the  Code. 
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Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Wheeler  county. 
Tried  below  before  Thompson,  J.    Affirmed, 

T.  J.  Doyle,  for  appellant. 

8.  D.  Thornton,  contra. 

Babneb,  C. 

This  appeal  was  taken  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale 
of  real  estate.  The  objections  to  the  sale  are :  1st.  That 
no  copy  of  the  appraisement  had  ever  been  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  as  required  by  law.  2d. 
That  no  copy  of  the  certificates  of  liens  was  ever  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  as  provided  by 
law.  3d.  That  the  property  was  not  advertised  for  thirty 
days  prior  to  the  sale,  as  required  by  law. 

The  record  and  the  evidence  taken  npon  the  hearing 
show  that  the  order  of  sale  was  issued  on  the  15th  day  of 
March,  1899.  That  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  the  sheriff 
caused  the  property  to  he  appraised ;  and  on  the  next  day 
a  copy  of  the  appraisal  was  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk 
of  the  district  coart  and  that  the  applications  for  certifi- 
cates of  liens,  together  with  such  certificates,  were  at- 
tached to  the  copy  of  this  appraisal.  The  filing  mark  was 
placed  thereon  bnt  no  filing  marks  were  placed  upon  the 
applications  and  certificates  of  liens.  On  the  30th  day  of 
March  the  sheriff  caused  the  property  to  be  advertised  for 
Bale,  that  being  the  date  of  the  first  publication,  and  the 
date  of  sale  was  fixed  for  May  1, 1899.  The  notice  of  sale 
was  published  five  weeks,  the  date  of  the  last  publication 
being  April  27,  1899. 

The  court  fonnd  that  there  had  been  a  substantial  com- 
pliance with  the  statutes,  overruled  the  objections  and  con- 
firmed the  sale.  We  think  the  record,  and  the  evidence 
contained  in  the  hill  of  exceptions,  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  findings  and  order  of  confirmation  and  that  the  decree 
confirming  the  sale  should  he  affirmed. 

Podnd  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

81  Affibmbd. 
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Hagruderv.  Kittle. 

Mary  C.  Magruder,  appellee,  v.  Adelaide  Kittle,  Ad- 
ministratrix of  thb  Estate  of  Robert  Kittle,  De- 
ceased, APPELLANT. 

Fit.ed  Febbuabt  6,  1902.    No.  9853. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:   Appeal:    Supersedeas,    a  supersedeas  bond 

given  by  the  defendant  In  a  foreclosure  proceeding  will  not 
operate  to  stay  a  sale  under  the  decree  unless  the  defendant  has 
perfected  his  appeal  within  the  time  required  by  statute. 

2.  Writ  of  Assistance:    Mortqagb  Foheclosube.    A  court  making  a  sale 

under  a  decree  of  foreclosure  may,  when  necessary,  issue  a  writ 
of  assistance  to  put  the  purchaser  In  possession 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Dodge  county.  Tripd 
below  before  Marshall,  J.    Affirmed. 

Robert  Kittle,  for  appellant 

Doyle  &  Berge,  contra. 

Duffib,  C. 

Prom  a  decree  foreclosing  a  mortgage,  the  defendant  at- 
tempted an  appeal  to  this  court.  The  transcript  filed  was 
not  authenticated  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  within 
the  time  limited  for  taking  an  appeal,  and  November  16, 
1897,  the  appeal  was  dismissed  by  this  court  Id  the 
meantime,  the  mortgaged  premises  had  been  sold  and  the 
sale  confirmed.  The  defendant  refused  to  surrender  pos- 
session of  the  premises  and  on  application  to  the  district 
court,  a  writ  of  possession  issued,  from  which  order  this 
,  appeal  is  taken. 

In  her  brief  the  appellant  seeks  to  attack  the  decree  of 
foreclosure,  as  well  also  as  the  appraisement  of  the  prop- 
erty and  the  order  confirming  the  sale.  No  objection  was 
made  in  the  district  court,  either  to  the  appraisement  or  to 
the  regularity  of  the  sale,  and  the  appellant  has  no 
standing  here  to  question  those  proceedings,  unless  it  be 
for  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the  district  court  to  make  the 
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sale.   Want  of  jurisdiction  is  urged,  and  the  reason  given 
I*  that  a  supersedeas  bond  had  been  filed  by  the  appellant 
•o  atay  proceedings  under  the  decree  of  foreclosure.    That 
a  supersedeas  will  stay  the  enforcement  of  the  decree  pend- 
"ig  aa  appeal,  no  one  questions,  but  to  have  that  effect  the 
aPpeal  must  be  perfected  within  the  time  limited  by  the 
statute.    The  decree  in  this  case  was  entered  October  16, 
!S95,  but  a  certified  transcript  was  not  filed  in  this  court 
""fil  June  21,  1897,  more  than  twenty  months  after  the 
*D(l\v  of  the  decree  in  the  district  court.     After  the  time 
.0I"  taking  an  appeal  had  elapsed,  an  order  of  sale  was 
J**>e<l  and  a  Bale  of  the  premises  was  made.    There  was  no 
regularity  in  this.    To  obtain  the  benefit  of  a  supersedeas 
.       appellant  must  perfect  his  appeal  within  the  time  al- 
l°v?^l;  if  he  does  not  do  so,  he  is  presumed  to  have  aban- 
doned it,  and  the  supersedeas  no  longer  stands  in  the  way 
of  the  enforcement  of  the  decree. 

No  other  points  deserving  attention  are  raised,  unlefis 
it  be  the  claim  made  by  the  appellant  that  the  appellee 
was  not  entitled  to  the  summary  process  of  a  writ  of  as- 
sistance to  obtain  possession  of  the  property,  but  was 
limited  to  an  action  in  ejectment.  It  has  always  been  our 
understanding  that  a  court  which  makes  a  sale  of  real 
property  has  power  to  put  the  purchaser  in  possession 
and  for  this  purpose  may  issue  its  writ  on  the  application 
of  the  purchaser. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  order  appealed  from 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 
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Boyd  v.  George. 


James  E.  Boyd  v.  John  D.  George,  Administrator  of  the 
Estate  of  Thomas  Mulvihill,  Deceased. 

Filed  Febxuabx  6,  1902.    No.  10,462. 
C o mm i 3a! oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Landlord  and  Tenant:    Tehmihation  of  Lease.     When  the  lessor 

tells  the  lessee  to  quit  the  premises,  and  the  lessee  does  quit,  and 
the  lessor  takes  possession  himself,  or  accepts  rent  from  another, 
such  change  of  possession  by  mutual  agreement  operates  u  a 
surrender  and  termination  of  the  lease. 

2.  Landlord    and    Tenant:      Evidehok:      Sufficiency.      iOyideuce    ex- 

amined, and  found  to  sustain  the  verdict. 
8.  Appeal  and  Error:     Instructions.     Instructions   given   examined, 
and  held  correctly  to  state  the  issues  Involved  In  the  case. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Affirmed. 

Parke  Godwin,  for  plaintiff  In  error. 

Meikle  &  Gaines,  contra. 

Eirkpatrick,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas 
county  by  James  E.  Boyd,  plaintiff  in  error,  against 
Thomas  Mulvihill,  defendant  in  error,  to  recover  $21,950 
upon  a  guaranty  of  the  payment  of  rent  and  the  perform- 
ance of  the  covenants  of  a  lease  made  by  plaintiff  in  error 
to  his  brother,  Thomas  F.  Boyd,  in  1891,  to  run  for  a  term 
of  five  years,  or  until  September  1, 1896.  Plaintiff  prayed 
judgment  for  rent  from  December  10,  1894,  to  September 
1,  1896,  amounting  to  the  sum  stated.  At  the  time  of  the 
trial,  it  was  conceded  that  defendant  in  error  was  insane, 
and  a  guardian  ad  litem  was  appointed,  who  in  his  answer 
filed,  first  denied  all  the  allegations  of  the  petition  not 
thereafter  admitted ;  and,  second,  alleged  that  on  or  about 
the  1st  day  of  September,  1S94,  the  lessee,  Thomas  F. 
Boyd,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  plaintiff  in  error,  sur- 
rendered the  premises  to  plaintiff  in  error,  who  took  pos- 
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session  and  continued  to  occupy  them  from  that  time  until 
the  commencement  of  this  action.  He  further  pleaded 
that  at  the  time  the  lease  was  so  surrendered,  defendant 
in  error  was  of  unsound  mind,  incapable  of  entering  into 
any  valid  contract,  and  further  alleged  that  defendant  in 
error  had  never  been  in  possession  of  the  premises  as 
lessee,  but  that  plaintiff  in  error  had  at  all  times  since 
September  1, 1894,  been  in  possession  either  by  himself  or 
by  his  agent  To  this  answer  a  general  denial  was  filed. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  defeudant,  and  the  court 
entered  judgment  dismissing  plaintiff's  action  at  Ms  cost. 
Plaintiff  prosecutes  error  to  this  court. 

An  examination  of  the  record  discloses  the  following 
facts :  In  May,  1891,  plaintiff  in  error  executed  a  lease  of 
the  Boyd  theatre  in  Omaha  to  his  brother,  Thomas  P.,  at 
an  agreed  rental  of  $  18,000  per  annum,  and  in  addition 
two-thirds  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  theatre.  The  lessee 
failed  to  pay  rent  promptly,  and  was  in  arrears  in  the  sum 
of  $10,000  on  September  1,  1894.  At  that  time  the  lessor 
and  Mb  brother  had  an  altercation,  which  resulted  in  the 
former  telling  the  latter  to  quit  the  premises,  which  he 
did.  James  Boyd  then  told  Haines,  who  was  manager  of 
the  theatre,  to  take  charge,  until  he  could  see  MulviMH, 
who  had  guaranteed  the  payment  of  the  rent  and  the  per- 
formance of  the  conditions  of  the  lease.  Later,  and  about 
December  8,  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  between 
James  E.  Boyd  and  Mulvihill,  by  which  the  lease  running 
to  Thomas  P.  Boyd  was  assigned  to  Mulvihill,  who  agreed 
to  assume  its  obligations.  It  is  uncontradicted  that  at 
this  time  MulviMH  was  insane  and  incapable  of  contract- 
ing. This  action  was  brought  upon  Mulvihill's  guaranty 
of  the  original  lease  of  May,  1891,  at  which  time  it  is  con- 
ceded Mulvihill  was  sane; 

Plaintiff  in  error  contends  that  Mulvihill  was  never  re- 
leased from  this  guaranty,  that  it  remained  in  full  force 
and  effect,  and  that  Mulvihill  was  in  possession  and  con- 
trol of  the  theatre  up  to  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1896,  and  is  therefore  liable  for  the  rent    De- 
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fendant  in  error  contends  that  at  the  time  of  the  trouble 
between  the  Boyds  on  December  1,  1894,  the  lease  was 
surrendered  by  agreement  of  both  parties,  that  plaintiff  in 
error  thereupon  took  possession  and  remained  in  control 
at  all  times  thereafter,  thus  discharging  him  of  all  liability 
as  guarantor ;  and  further,  that  by  reason  of  his  incapacity 
on  December  8,  1894,  the  pretended  assignment  of  the 
lease  to  him  is  void. 

Plaintiff  in  error,  when  asked  on  the  trial  for  his  version 
of  the  altercation  between  himself  and  his  brother, 
Thomas,  which  resulted  in  the  latter's  leaving  the  theatre, 
said  that  he  was  remonstrating  with  Thomas  about  the 

unpaid  rent,  when  Thomas  said,  "You  can  take  your  d 

theatre,  I  can  get  a  better  position  in  fifteen  minutes." 
Thereupon  plaintiff  in  error  insisted  upon  having  money 
to  the  credit  of  the  theatre  in  a  bank  checked  over  to  him 
at  once,  and  in  response  to  the  question,  "What  else  was 
said?"  replied,  "That  is  about  all.  He  was  never  in  there 
afterwards  until  about  three  years.  I  didn't  keep  track  of 
him."  Another  witness,  George  Kearney,  testified  to  the 
same  conversation,  which  occurred  in  the  presence  of  sev- 
eral. The  proposition  of  building  a  new  theatre,  he  said, 
was*  under  discussion,  Thomas  Boyd  insisting  that  it  ought 
to  be  built.  In  reply,  James  E.  Boyd  told  Thomas  that  he 
could  not  run  one  theatre,  let  alone  two.  Then  ensued  the 
controversy  over  the  management,  the  delinquent  rent,  the 
increased  expenses,  Thomas  Boyd  contending  that  the  rent 
was  too  high,  and  plaintiff  in  error  retorted,  "You  signed 
the  lease.  You  can  quit  now  if  you  waut  to,"  to  which 
Thomas  replied,  "All  right."  It  was  agreed  that  Thomas 
should  take  what  salary  was  coming  to  him,  and  with  the 
statement  that  he  could  get  a  better  position  in  fifteen 
minutes,  he  left  the  building,  whereupon  plaintiff  in  error 
turned  to  Haines,  and  said  "You  take  charge  of  affairs 
now."  The  witness  was  asked  if  Thomas  ever  came  back 
and  took  charge  of  the  theatre,  and  replied  that  he  never 
saw  him  do  so,  although  the  witness  was  there  every  day. 
In  a  subsequent  conversation  with  plaintiff  in  error,  the 
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witness  asked,  "Is  there  any  chance  of  Tom  Boyd  coming 
back?"  to  which  plaintiff  in  error  replied,  "No.  I  don't 
want  him  around  here." 

In  further  appears  that  from  the  8th  day  of  December, 
1894,  up  to  the  time  Mnlvihill  was  sent  to  the  asylum 
for  the  insane  in  1895  or  1896,  he  served  at  the  theatre 
in  the  capacity  of  a  bill  poster,  and  drew  his  salary  regu- 
larly for  such  services  from  the  proceeds  of  the  business. 
It  is  alBO  shown  that  he  was  allowed  certain  passes  into 
the  performances  by  the  manager  on  account  of  his  em- 
ployment as  bill  poster;  also,  that  he  had  to  use  a  large 
number  of  these  passes  to  secure  privileges  in  the  way 
of  bill  boards  throughout  the  city  for  advertising  pur- 
poses, and  that  he  paid  $175  to  the  manager  for  passes 
received  in  excess  of  his  usual  individual  allowance.  All 
these  facts  are  inconsistent  with  the  theory  of  plaintiff 
in  error  that  Mulvihill  was  in  possession  and  running  the 
theatre. 

Prom  the  evidence  detailed,  it  seems  to  be  clearly  es- 
tablished that  about  December  1,  1894,  by  mutuul  agree- 
ment between  the  lessor,  James  E.  Boyd,  and  the  lessee, 
Thomas  F.  Boyd,  the  lease  was  terminated,  after  which 
Thomas  left  the  theatre  permanently.  Subsequently  to 
this  event,  it  appears  that  plaintiff  in  error  sought  to 
get  Mulvihill  to  secure  the  unpaid  rent,  and  assume  the 
lease,  but  these  negotiations  were  carried  on  without  any 
regard  for  Thomas,  until  the  assignment  of  the  lease  to 
Mulvinill,  previously  drawn  up,  was  presented  to  Thomas 
T.  Boyd  for  his  signature.  He  refused  to  sign  until  re- 
leased of  all  liability  under  its  terms,  doubtless  having 
in  contemplation  the  |10,000  unpaid  rent. 

It  has  been  frequently  held  that  when  the  lessor  tells 
the  leasee  to  quit  the  premises,  and  the  lessee  does  quit, 
and  the  lessor  takes  possession  himself,  or  accepts  rent 
from  another,  such  change  of  possession  by  mutual  agree- 
ment operates  as  a  surrender  of  the  lease.  Wheeler  v. 
Walden,  17  Neb.,  122;  Buffalo  Count;/  'Notional  Bank  v. 
Hanson,  34  Neb,  455;  Amory  v.  Kannoffsky,  117  Mass., 
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351;  Patchin  ©.  Dickermaa,  31  Vt,  666;  Dills  v.  Btobie, 
81  111.,  202;  Schuisler  v.  Ames,  16  Ala.,  T3;  Terstegge  v. 
First  German  Mutual  Benefit  Society,  92  Ind\,  82 ;  Vande- 
kor  v.  Reeves,  40  Han  [N.  Y.|,  430;  Denouwon  v.  Hodg- 
son, 23  La.  Ann.,  438. 

The  jury  by  their  verdict  seem  to  have  found  that  about 
the  first  day  of  December,  1894,  there  was  a  surrender 
of  the  lease  by  mutual  agreement,  that  plaintiff,  toot  pos- 
session of  the  premises,  and  remained  in  possession  there- 
after. This  finding  is  abundantly  supported  by  the  evi- 
dence and  will  not  be  disturbed.  This  leaves  for  con- 
sideration the  correctness  of  the  court's  instructions. 
No  particular  error  in  the  instructions  is  pointed  out 
or  insisted  upon.  The  court  submitted  the  question 
whether  the  lease  between  plaintiff  in  error  and  Thomas 
Boyd  was  in  fact,  by  agreement  between  them,  termi- 
nated. This  was  the  theory  of  the  defendant  in  error,  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  sustained  by  the  evidence.  Plain- 
tiff in  error  contends  that  this  question  ought  not  to  have 
been  submitted,  because  there  never  was  a  surrender  of 
the  lease,  but  an  assignment  of  it  to  Mulvihill,  who  being 
concededly  insane  at  the  time,  the  assignment  was  void, 
and  that  the  parties  therefore  stand  in  the  same  relation 
as  if  no  assignment  had  been  attempted.  As  to  the  as- 
signment by  Thomas  Boyd,  and  the  undertaking  of  the 
defendant  in  error  to  assume  the  obligations  of  the  lease, 
this  position  is  correct;  but  it  does  not  change  the  fact 
that  prior  to  such  attempted  assignment  the  lease  had, 
by  operation  of  law,  been  terminated  between  the  parties 
thereto,  both  treating  it  as  having  been  surrendered,  and 
plaintiff  In  error  no  longer  looking  to  Thomas  Boyd  for 
any  portion  of  the  rent  The  instructions  given  very 
fairly  presented  the  question  for  determination,  and  we 
find  no  error  in  them  or  in  the  refusal  of  those  requested. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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J.  R.  P.  Bbown  v.  Samuel  Houghton. 

Piled  Febbuahy  6,  1902.    No.  10,693. 
CommiBBiouer'B  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

L  Appeal  and  Error:  Asstosmknts  Not  is  Bbutb.  Assignments  of 
error  not  argued  or  relied  on  in  briefs  of  counsel  will  be  deemed 
waived. 

X.  Pleading:  Dekubheb  to  Aitswkb  Ovessuxed:  Dismissal  Upos  Fail- 
usa  to  Plead.  In  an  action  for  an  accounting,  wherein  the  an 
•wer  in  addition  to  a  general  denial  pleads  a  final  settlement  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  plaintiff  demurs  to  such  answer  on  the 
ground  that  It  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  -a 
defense,  and  after  an  advene  ruling  elects  to  stand  on  his  de- 
murrer, refusing  to  plead  further,  a  Judgment  of  dismissal  by  the 
trial  court  Is  proper. 

3.  Judgment:  Emm  of  Dehukbeb  Upon  Record.  A  demurrer  Marches 
the  entire  record,  and  judgment  must  go  against  him  whose  plead- 
ing wan  first  defective  in  substance. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Cuming  county. 
Tried  below  before  Evans,  J.    Affirmed. 

Brome  &  Burnett,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

M.  McLaughlin,  contra. 

Etbkpatbiok,  O. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Cuming 
county  by  plaintiff  in  error  against  defendant  in  error 
for  an  accounting. .  The  action  taken  by  the  trial  conrt, 
as  disclosed  by  the  record,  is  as  follows :  "Plaintiff  asked 
leave,  and  was  granted  leave,  to  withdraw  his  reply,  and 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  demur  to  defendant's  answer; 
and  said  demurrer  was  submitted  to  the  court,  and  the 
court  being  fully  advised,  overrules  said  demurrer,  to 
which  ruling  plaintiff  excepts.  And  said  plaintiff  elect- 
ing to  stand  upon  his  demurrer,  and  declining  further  to 
plead,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  adjudged  by  the 
court  said  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  be  dismissed,  that 
he  take  nothing  by  his  writ;  that  the  defendant  go  hence 
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without  day,  and  recover  his  costs  herein  expended,  taxed 

at  f ."     Prom  this  judgment  of  dismissal   plaintiff 

prosecutes  error  to  this  court 

In 'his  brief  filed,  plaintiff  in  error  does  not  contend 
that  the  court  erred  in  overruling  the  demurrer  to  defend- 
ant's answer,  but  contends  only  that  the  court  erred  in 
dismissing  the  action  without  a  trial  upon  the  merits. 
The  settled  rule  is  that  errors  not  argued  in  briefs  will 
be  deemed  waived,  and  this  leaves  bat  a  single  question 
for  determination,  namely,  whether  the  judgment  of  dis-. 
missal  was  proper.  The  answer  filed  by  the  defendant 
consists  principally  of  evidential  facts,  argumentative 
denials,  and  legal  conclusions,  and  if  the  question  had 
been  raised  and  presented  to  the  trial  court  by  a  motion 
to  strike,  very  nearly  all  of  the  answer-  would  without 
doubt  have  been  stricken  out.  It  may  be  said,  however, 
that  the  entire  answer  taken  together  contains  enough  to 
amount  to  a  general  denial  of  all  material  matters  pleaded 
in  the  petition,  and  in  addition  to  such  denial,  the  follow- 
ing: "The  defendant  further  alleges  that  on  or  about  the 
15th  day  of  November,  1888,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
at  the  request  of  said  plaintiff,  sold  at  public  vendue, 
all  the  stock,  the  agricultural  implements  on  said  farm, 
except  five  horses,  a  haystacker  and  sweep,  horse-rake, 
two  stirring  plows,  3  double  farm  wagons,  about  15  head 
of  cattle  and  a  few  hogs.  Said  sale  aggregated  $3,249.20, 
and  at  said  time  there  was  a  fall  and  complete  settle- 
ment between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  of  all  matters 
between  them  under  Baid  contract,  and  the  plaintiff 
turned  over  to  this  defendant  as  Mb  share,  and  interest 
in  said  stock  and  implements  the  sum  of  fl,500  in  notes 
taken  upon  said  sale."  To  this  answer  plaintiff  submitted 
a  general  demurrer,  and  thereby  admitted  that  portion  of 
the  answer  hereinbefore  set  out  to  be  true. 

The  rule  is  elementary  in  this  state,  that  when  asBailed 
by  a  general  demurrer,  a  pleading  will  be  liberally  con- 
strued with  a  view  to  sustaining  it,  if  taken  together  it 
states  facts  sufficient  to  entitle  the  pleader  to  relief.    The 
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submission  of  the  case  on  the  demurrer  of  plaintiff  to 
the  answer  of  the  defendant  is  a  trial  of  the  cause,  and 
it  would  be  wholly  a  matter  within  the  discretion  of  the 
trial  court  whether  or  not  after  an  adverse  ruling  upon 
the  demurrer  plaintiff  would  be  permitted  to  plead 
further. 

In  Bliss,  Code  Pleading  [3d  ed.],  section  417,  it  is 
said :  "As  a  demurrer  presents  an  issue  upon  which  the 
parties  go  to  trial,  judgment  must  necessarily  be  ren- 
dered upon  the  decision,  unless  the  demurrer  be  with- 
drawn and  further  pleading  permitted.  If  it  be  overruled, 
the  demurrant,  if  he  wishes  to  make  an  issue  of  fact, 
should  ask  leave  to  withdraw  his  demurrer,  and  to  answer 
or  reply  as  the  case  may  be.  Without  a  formal  applica- 
tion, leave  to  plead  to  the  merits,  followed  by  such  plead- 
ing, is  treated  as  such  withdrawal." 

In  Beaumont  v.  Herrick,  24  Ohio  St,  at  page  446,  it 
is  held  that  a  submission  of  a  cause  on  a  demurrer  to 
the  answer,  interposed  on  the  ground  that  the  answer 
does  not  contain  a  defense,  is  a  final  submission  unless 
leave  is  obtained  to  reply  or  amend,  and  that  without 
additional  pleadings,  the  legal  consequence  of  the  over- 
ruling of  such  a  demurrer  was  a  judgment  of  dismissal. 
.  Plaintiff  in  error  upon  the  overruling  of  his  demurrer 
refused  to  plead  further,  and  the  court  .accordingly 
entered  a  judgment  of  dismissal.  To  this  ruling  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  took  no  exceptions,  and  he  was  at  that  time 
no  doubt  satisfied  with  the  action  of  the  trial  court.  It 
would  seem  that  if,  as  alleged  by  defendant  in  error,  there 
had  been  a  full  and  complete  settlement  of  all  the  matters 
set  out  in  the  petition,  unless  plaintiff  in  error  sought  to 
set  aside  this  settlement  on  the  ground  of  fraud  or  mis- 
take, there  was  nothing  in  the  case  to  litigate.  Again, 
the  action  of  the  trial  court  seems  to  have  been  correct, 
for  the  reason  that  the  petition  filed  by  plaintiff  in  error 
wholly  failed  to  state  a  cause  of  action.  We  have  very 
carefully  examined  the  voluminous  petition  filed  by  plain- 
tiff in  error,  and  at  no  place  in  the  petition  do  we  find  any 
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allegation  that  there  is  any  amount  due  plaintiff  in  error 
from  defendant  in  error,  or  that  npon  an  accounting  any- 
thing would  be  found  due  In  the  absence  of  these  allega- 
tions, the  petition  failed  to  state  a  cause  of  action.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  to  contend  that  the  time  of  the 
courts  should  be  taken  up  in  accountings  between  indi- 
viduals in  cases  where  the  party  seeking  the  accounting 
does  not  claim  that  there  is  anything  due  him,  and  this 
would  be  especially  true  where  the  plaintiff  admits  that 
the  matters  in  controversy  between  the  parties  have  been 
settled.  A  demurrer  searches  the  entire  record,  and  judg- 
ment must  go  against  the  party  whose  pleading  was  first 
defective  in  substance.  West  Point  Poxcer  &  Land  Jm- 
provement  Go.  v.  State,  49  Neb.,  223;  State  v.  Stuht,  52 
Neb.,  at  page  223;  State  v.  Moores,  52  Neb.,  at  page  777. 
It  follows  that  there  is  no  error  in  the  record,  and  it  is 
therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 


Wenzel  Hbkdlitchka  et  al.  v.  Sarah  Foss  m>  at,. 

Fe&ed  Febbuabt  6,  1902.    No.  10,668. 
Com  ml  Bsi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

L  Wills:  Rights  or  Legatees  in  Rkbidtjakt  Estate.  If  a  will  sires 
legacies  generally  and  aleo  gives  the  residue  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  In  one  mass,  the  legacies  constitute  a  charge  upon  the 
whole  residuary  estate,  real  as  well  as  personal. 

2.  Executors  and  Administrators:  Bonds:  Liability  fob  Leoauibs: 
Wills.  Executors  who  are  also  residuary  legatees  and  have  given 
bond  under  section  166  of  the  decedent  act,  take  the  estate  free  of 
the  Hen  of  such  legacies,  but  If,  Instead  of  such  bond,  the  bond 
required  of  a  general  executor  Is  given,  such  legacies  will  be  a 
charge  upon  the  estate. 

8.  Wills:  Executor  a  Restduabt  LraiATU:  Rights  of  Purchases.  A 
purchaser  of  land  from  an  executor  who  derives  his  title  through 
the  will  as  residuary  legatee  Is  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  will 
which  Impose  a  charge  upon  the  land. 
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Erbor  from  the  district  court  for  Richardson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.     Affirmed. 

J.  B.  Broody,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

The  language  of  the  will  does  not  charge  the  land  with 
the  payment  of  legacies.  29  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  Law  [1st 
el],  352-354;  Lupton  v.  Lupton,  2  Johns.  Ch.  [N.  Y.], 
614;  Leigh  v.  Savidge,  14  "N.  J.  Eq.,  at  page  134. 

The  bond  given  became  a  substitute  for  the  estate.  1 
Woerner,  American  Law  of  Administration,  434;  Com- 
piled Statutes,  section  2679;  Thompson  v.  Brown,  16 
Mass.,  179;  Thayer  v.  Winchester,  133  Mass.,  447. 

W.  8.  Baird  and  E.  A.  Tucker,  contra. 

The  language  of  the  will  charges  the  land  with  the  pay- 
ment of  legacies.  Beach,  Law  of  Wills,  section  248; 
Cook  v.  Lanning,  40  N.  J.  Eq.,  369 ;  Scott  v.  Stebbins,  91 
N.  Y.,  605 ;  Boyt  v.  Soyt,  85  N.  Y.,  142 ;  Eoover  v.  Boover, 
5  Pa.  St.,  351;  Cable's  Appeal,  91  Pa.  St,  327-329; 
Thayer  v.  Finnegan,  134  Mass.,  62;  Gardner  v.  Gardner, 
3  Mason  [U.  ft],  178;  Taft  v.  Morse,  4  Met  [Mass.],  523; 
King  v.  Denison,  1  Ves.  &  Bea.  [Eng.],  260;  4  Kent,  Com- 
mentaries, 541;  2  Redfield,  Wills,  210,  citing  Barris  v. 
Fly,  7  Paige  Ch.  [N.  Y.],  421;  Dickinson  v.  Worthington, 
i  Hughes  [U.  ft],  430;  Beach,  Law  of  Wills,  section  255; 
Lofton  v.  Moore,  83  Ind.,  112;  1  Dembitz,  Land  Titles, 
section  98,  page  752;  Aston  v.  Galloway,  3  Ired.  Eq.  [N. 
Car.],  126;  Devereux  v.  Devcreux,  78  N.  Car.,  386;  Benry 
v.  Griflia,  56  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  670;  Birdsall  v.  Bewlett, 
I  Paige  Ch.  [N.  Y.],  32;  Merrill  v.  Bickford,  65  Me.,  118; 
Wycoffv. Wycoff,4S1$.J.'Eq.,llS,  21  Atl.Rep.,287;  Schank 
v.  Arrowsmith,  9  N.  J.  Eq.,  314 ;  2  Jarman,  Wills  [5th  ed.  ] , 
sections  596,  603,  604,  605,  606,  620;  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency. 
Law  [lst-ed.],  117;  In  re  Newcomb'x  Will,  67  N.  W.  Rep. 
[la.],  587;  2  Woerner,  American  Law  of  Administration 
[lsted.],  section  491;  Bray  v  Lamb,  2  Dev.  Eq.  [N.  Car.], 
372;  Biddle  v.  Corraway,  6  Jones  Eq.  [N.  Car.],  95; 
Allegheny  national  Bank  v.  Bays,  12  Fed.  Rep.,  663; 
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Eartaon  v.  Elden,  50  N.  J.  Eq.,  522 ;  3  Ballard,  Law  of  Real 
Property,  section  450;  Hawkins,  Wills  [2d  ed.],  294;  In 
re  Weiler's  Estate,  169  Pa.  St.,  66,  32  Atl.  Rep.,  101; 
WW  of  Root,  81  Wis.,  263,  51  N.  W.  Rep.,  435;  Turner  v. 
Qibb,  22  Atl.  Rep.  [N.  J.],  581. 

The  conditions  in  the  bond  prevented  its  substitution 
for  the  estate.  Biiel  v.  Dickey,  9  Neb.,  at  page  292; 
Thayer  v.  Winchester,  133  Mass.,  447;  Lafferty  v.  People's 
Bowings  Bank,  76  Mich.,  35;  Bunts  v.  Berry,  42  Mich., 
176;  Winegar  v.  Newland,  44  Mich.,  367;  Hoffman-  v. 
Beard,  32  Mich.,  218. 

Sedgwick,  O. 

This  case  was  brought  to  this  court  from  the  district 
court  for  Richardson  county  upon  proceedings  in  error. 
It  involves  the  construction  of  the  will  of  Richard  S. 
Molony,  Sr.  The  will  and  codicil  were  executed  at  the 
same  time.  Defendants  in  error,  ■  who  were  plaintiffs 
below,  were  legatees  in  the  will  and  codicil,  each  being 
given  a  specific  annuity,  and  they  seek  in  this  action  to 
have  their  annuities  declared  a  charge  upon  the  land  and 
enforced  by  a  sale  of  the  land.  The  defendants  (plaintiffs 
in  error)  claim  through  the  same  will.  Two  children  of 
the  testator  were  residuary  legatees,  and  were  also  ap- 
pointed executor  and  executrix  of  the  will.  No  power 
to  sell  land  is  expressed  in  the  will.  Without  an  order  of 
court,  the  executors  sold  the  land  in  question  to  defend* 
ants,  who  took  their  warranty  deeds  therefor,  for  full 
value  as  innocent  purchasers  without  any  notice  of  defects 
in  the  title,  except  constructive  notice  given  by  the  public 
records,  the  will  having  been  duly  probated  and  recorded. 
The  trial  court  found  that  there  was  no  personal  estate, 
and  this  finding  is  supported  by  the  evidence, 

1.  The  first  question  is:  Did  the  will  make  these 
legacies  a  charge  upon  the  land?  It  contained  these  pro- 
visions: "Said  legacies  to  be  paid  by  my  executor  out 
of  my  estate,"  and  "I  give  and  devise  all  the  residue  of 
my  estate  both  real  and  personal  to  my  two  children, 
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Annie  H.  Neeley  and  Richard  S.  Molony,  Jr.,  to  be  divided 
equally  between  them  and  to  their  heirs  forever."  Under 
these  provisions  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  legacies 
were  in:.de  a  charge  upon  the  land.  "If  legacies  be  given 
generally,  and  afterwards  the  residue  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  be  given  in  one  mass,  the  legacies  constitute 
a  charge  upon  the  whole  residuary  estate,  real  as  well  as 
personal."  Beach,  Law  of  Wills,  section  248;  Turner  v. 
Gibb,  48  N.  J.  Eq.,  526,  22  Atl.  Sep.,  580;  In  re  Will  of 
yetccomb,  98  la.,  175,  67  N.  W.  Sep.,  587. 

2.  The  plaintiffs  in  error  insist  that  their  grantors, 
being  executor  and  executrix  of  the  will,  and  having 
given  the  bond  prescribed  by  the  statute  to  be  given  by 
residuary  legatees,  the  land  thereby  became  absolutely 
the  property  of  the  residuary  legatees. 

Our  Compiled  Statutes,  section  2679,  Decedent  act, 
section  165,  provides  that  executors  who  are  residuary 
legatees  may  give  a  bond  conditioned  "to  pay  all  the  debts 
and  legacies  of  the  testator,"  and  when  such  bond  is  given, 
they  take  the  estate  absolutely.  The  bond  takes  the  place 
of  the  property  so  far  as  creditors  and  other  legatees  are 
concerned.  Buel  v.  Dickey,  9  Neb.,  285.  But  the  bond 
given  in  this  case  did  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  in  that  regard.  Its  condition  was  not  to 
pay  all  the  debts  and  legacies  of  the  testator,  but  so  to 
administer  "according  to  law  and  to  the  will  of  the 
testator,  all  his  goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits  and  estate, 
which  shall  at  any  time  come  to  their  possession  or  to 
the  possession  of  any  other  person  for  him,  and  out  of  the 
same  shall  pay  and  discharge  all  debts,  legacies  and 
charges,  chargeable  on  the  same,  or  such  dividends  thereon 
as  shall  be  ordered  and  decreed  by  the  county  court." 
This  bond  clearly  did  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  relied  upon. 

3.  The  defendants  having  taken  their  title  from  the 
devisees  named  in  the  will  were  bound  to  take  notice  of 
the  title  of  their  grantors  as  disclosed  by  the  record,  and 
cannot  now  claim  any  right  as  innocent  purchasers.    The 
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decree  of  the  district  court  fixed  these  legacies  as  charges 
upon  the  laud. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Allbn  Botjbnb,  appellee,  v.  Evalinh  O'Connbb,  Admin- 
istratrix of  the  Estate  of  Thomas  O'Connbb,  Db> 
0ba8bd,  appellant. 

Fild  Febbdabx  6,  1902.    No.  10,821. 
Commissioner1!!  opinion.    Department  No.  L 

Appeal  and  Error:  Connjeriso  Evidence.  Where  the  evidence  1b  con- 
flicting, but  sufficient  competent  evidence  Is  In  the  record  to  sap- 
port  the  finding,  the  Judgment  will  not  be  set  aside  by  a  reviewing 
court. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawohtt,  J.     Affirmed. 

0.  A.  BaXdwm  and  /.  R.  Andrews,  for  appellant. 

Wharton  &  Board,  contra. 

Kibkpathiok,  O. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas 
county  by  Allen  Bourne,  appellee,  against  Thomas  O'Con- 
ner, and  others,  appellants,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  given 
on  the  20tb  day  of  May,  1892,  by  Thomas  O'Conner  and 
wife,  Ann  O'Conner,  to  the  Mutual  Investment  Company, 
and  by  it  assigned  to  appellee  before  maturity.  The  peti- 
tion is  in  the  usual  form  for  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages, 
and,  in  addition,  pleads  that  Ann  O'Conner  died  after 
the  execution  of  the  mortgage  and  some  years  before  the 
commencement  of  this  suit.  Thomas  O'Conner  filed  an 
answer,  in  which  he  denied  the  execution  of  the  mortgage, 
both  on  his  part  and  on  the  part  of  Ann  O'Conner,  his 
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wife,  and  pleaded  that  he  signed  the  note  and  mortgage 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  loan  for  $7,000,  and  that  his 
wife,  Ann  O'Conner,  refused  to  sign  the  mortgage  and 
never  did  sign  it,  but  that  his  wife's  name  was  signed  to 
the  mortgage  by  his  daughter,  Theresa  O'Conner.  A  reply 
was  filed,  admitting  that  the  wife  never  signed  the  mort- 
gage, but  alleging  that  her  name  was  signed  by  her 
daughter,  Theresa,  in  her  presence  and  upon  her  direction, 
and  that  Ann  O'Conner  daly  acknowledged  the  execution 
of  the  mortgage  to  be  her  voluntary  act  and  deed.  Trial 
was  had  which  resulted  in  a  decree  foreclosing  the  mort- 
gage. Pending  the  prosecution  of  the  appeal  of  the  cause 
to  this  court,  Thomas  O'Conner  died,  and  the  action  was 
revived  in  the  name  of  his  daughter,  Evaline  O'Conner, 
his  administratrix. 

The  only  question  involved  in  the  controversy  is  one 
of  fact,  namely,  whether  or  not  Theresa  O'Conner  signed 
the  name  of  her  mother  to  the  note  and  mortgage  in  suit 
under  the  direction  and  at  the  request  of  her  mother,  Ann 
O'Conner,  and  whether  or  not  Ann  O'Conner  acknowledged 
the  execution  of  the  mortgage  as  required  by  law.  The  evi- 
dence in  the  case,  briefly  stated,  is  as  follows :  The  notary 
public  who  took  the  acknowledgment  swears  positively 
that  he  went  to  the  residence  of  the  O'Conners  and  in 
the  presence  of  Thomas  O'Conner  and  his  daughter, 
Theresa,  asked  Mrs.  Ann  O'Conner  to  execute  the  note 
and  mortgage  in  suit;  that  Ann  O'Conner  told  him  that 
she  did  not  write  her  own  name,  and  that  her  daughter, 
Theresa,  usually  signed  her  name  for  her,  and  had  done 
so  to  several  mortgages,  and  would  do  so  in  this  case; 
that,  accordingly,  Thomas  signed  the  mortgage,  and  his 
daughter,  Theresa,  in  the  presence  of  her  mother,  wrote 
her  mother's  name  to  the  bond,  coupons  and  mortgage. 
The  notary  says  that  he  then  took  the  mortgages  (there 
being  a  commission  mortgage  in  addition  to  the  principal 
mortgage)  and  Thomas  O'Conner  having  acknowledged 
the  mortgage,  presented  them  to  Mrs.  Ann  O'Conner,  and 
asked  her  whether  the  execution  was  her  voluntary  act 
82 
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and  deed,  and  that  she  replied  it  was.  He  then  took  the. 
mortgages  to  the  bank  and  filled  out  the  acknowledgments 
in  regular  form. 

Thomas  O'Conner,  his  daughter,  Theresa,  and  his 
daughter,  Katie,  each  testify  that  the  notary  came  to  the 
house  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  mother's  acknowl- 
edgment, and  that  the  mother  then  and  there  informed 
the  notary  that  she  would  not  execute  the  mortgages  and 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter ;  that  the  notary 
then  returned  to  the  bank.  Thomas  O'Conner  testified 
that  he  then  went  to  the  bank,  and  that  the  officers  of 
the  bank  informed  him  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  bis 
daughter,  Theresa,  signed  her  mother's  name  to  the  note 
and  mortgage,  and  that  accordingly  he  and  Theresa,  in 
the  afternoon,  went  to  the  bank  and  there  executed  the 
papers  in  the  bank;  that  they  had  no  ink  in  the  office  at 
home,  and  that  no  papers  were  signed  there,  and  that 
Theresa  signed  her  mother's  name  to  the  note,  mortgages 
and  coupons  at  the  bank  in  the  presence  of  her  father; 
that  the  mother  was  not  present  and  knew  nothing  about 
the  signing  of  her  name  to  the  note  and  mortgage.  The 
testimony  of  Thomas  O'Conner  and  Theresa  O'Conner  is 
corroborated  by  that  of  the  daughter,  Kate,  to  the  extent 
that  she  testifies  that  her  father  and  sister  left  home 
to  go  to  the  bank. 

The  officers  of  the  bank,  three  in  number,  in  addition 
to  the  notary  public,  who  was  also  a'clerk  in  the  bank, 
all  testify  that  no  papers  were  signed  at  the  bank  except 
that  Thomas  O'Conner  signed  the  bond  and  coupon  there; 
that  the  officers  of  the  bank  informed  Thomas  O'Conner 
that  his  daughter,  Theresa,  could  not  execute  the  note 
and  mortgages  for  her  mother  except  in  her  mother's 
presence,  and  that  the  notary  left  the  bank  in  company 
with  Thomas  O'Conner  and  his  daughter,  Theresa,  to 
go  to  the  home  of  the  O'Conners  to  take  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  mother,  and  that  in  due  time  the  notary  re- 
turned to  the  bank  with  the  papers  executed. 

The  commission  note  and  mortgage,  and  fonr  of  the 
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coupons  on  the  principal  bond  were  paid  before  the  com- 
mencement of  this  suit,  and  at  no  time  prior  thereto  was 
the  question  ever  suggested  by  Thomas  O'Conner,  or  by 
Mb  wife  during  her  lifetime,  that  the  latter  had  not 
properly  acknowledged  the  execution  of  the  mortgage. 
|5,000  or  $6,000  of  the  money  obtained  on  this  loan  were 
used  to  pay  off  a  prior  mortgage  on  the  same  property, 
to  which  it  is  admitted  Theresa  O'Conner  signed  her 
mother's  name,  but  whether  by  the  authority  of  her 
mother  or  not  does  not  appear. 

The  determination  of  the  question  involved  was  pe- 
culiarly for  the  trial  court  before  whom  the  witnesses 
appeared.  After  hearing  all  the  evidence  the  trial  court 
found  that  Ann  O'Conner  directed  her  daughter,  Theresa 
O'Conner,  to  execute  the  note  and  mortgage  in  suit,  and 
that  the  mother  acknowledged  such  execution  to  be  her 
voluntary  act  and  deed.  We  have  carefully  examined 
the  evidence,  and  we  are  unable  to  say  that  the  finding  of 
the  trial  court  is  not  sustained  by  sufficient  competent 
evidence.  It  is  not  the  province  of  this  court  to  reverse  a 
finding  and  judgment  of  a  trial  court  because  it  may  ap- 
pear that  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  is  against  such 
finding  and  judgment  If  there  is  a  conflict  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  is  supported  by 
sufficient  competent  evidence,  this  court  will  not  interfere 
with  such  finding.  Graham  v.  Frazier,  49  Neb.,  90.  There 
is  ample  evidence  in  the  record  to  sustain  the  finding  of 
the  trial  court.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Doerin*  v.  Kottout. 

William  Doehing,  appellant,  v.  B.  V.  Kohout,  Substi- 
tuted fob  Mathew  G.  GREBE,  bt  al.,  appellbes. 

Filed  Febbuary  6,  1902.    No.  10,870. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Pleading-:    Denial  of  "Material  Allegation":  Waiver.    A  married 

woman  held  title  to  certain  real  estate  and  a  Judgment  creditor 
of  her  husband  filed  a  bill  to  subject  the  property  to  the  payment 
of  his  Judgment.  The  answer  among  other  allegations  contained 
the  following:  "Defendant  denies  every  material  allegation  of  the 
petition."  Held,  That  as  the  plaintiff  did  not  In  any  manner 
question  the  sufficiency  of  this  answer  in  the  district  court  he 
could  not  on  appeal,  treat  It  as  Insufficient,  or  as  confessing  the 
allegations  of  the  petition. 

2.  Creditor's  Bnlt:    Appeal  and  Euros:    Evidence.    Evidence  examined 

and  held  to  warrant  the  decree  entered. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Thayer  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.     Affirmed. 

J.  N.  Richards,  for  appellant. 

T.  O.  Marshall  and  C.  L.  Richards,  contra. 

Duffie,  O. 

The  plaintiff  and  appellant  commenced  this  action  to 
subject  certain  lands  standing  in  the  name  of  Mary  E. 
Grebe  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  judgment  held  by  him 
against  Mathew  G.  Grebe,  the  husband  of  Mary  E.  Grebe. 
North,  the  holder  of  a  mortgage  on  the  premises,  was  made 
a  party,  it  being  alleged  in  the  petition  that  his  mort- 
gage was  paid,  but  not  released  of  record.  The  decree 
found  that  the  mortgage  held  by  North  had  not  been 
fully  paid,  and  declared  it  a  first  lien  on  the  premises  in 
favor  of  North  for  the  amount  yet  due.  There  was  a 
general  finding  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Grebe  and  the  bill  was 
dismissed  as  to  her.  The  plaintiff  has  appealed  from 
the  decree  and  questions  its  correctness  only  so  far  as  it 
finds  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Grebe. 

In  her  answer  Mrs.  Grebe  "denied  every  material  alle- 
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gation  of  the  petition."  It  is  urged  that  this  is  not  good 
pleading,  and  does  not  put  the  plaintiff  to  the  proof  of 
the  facts  alleged  in  his  petition.  Conceding  this  to  be 
true,  as  we  think  we  must,  if  it  had  been  sought  to  take 
advantage  thereof  at  the  proper  time  and  in  a  proper 
manner,  still  as  the  plaintiff  did  not  in  any  manner  ques- 
tion the  sufficiency  of  the  answer  by  motion  or  demurrer 
or  by  motion  for  judgment  on  the  pleadings,  and  further 
did  not  object  to  the  introduction  of  evidence  thereunder, 
but  treated  it  as  presenting  an  issue  to  be  tried  by  the 
court,  we  have  no  doubt  that  he  can  not  in  this  court 
for  the  first  time  insist  on  the  insufficiency  of  an  answer 
which  he  accepted  as  presenting  a  good  defense  and  call- 
ing on  him  for  proof  in  support  of  the  allegations  of  his 
petition.  It  would  not  be  fair  either  to  the  trial  court 
or  to  the  defendant  for  us  to  treat  as  insufficient  an 
answer  which  was  not  in  anywise  called  in  question  in 
the  district  court.  A  careful  examination  of  the  record 
..atisfies  us  that  there  is  evidence  sufficient  to  support  the 
findings  of  the  court,  and  under  the  rule  so  long  in  force 
in  this  state,  that  the  findings  of  fact  of  the  trial  court 
will  not  be  disturbed  when  supported  by  competent  testi- 
mony, we  could  not,  even  should  we  disagree  with  the 
trial  judge  as  to  the  weight  of  the  testimony,  disturb  the 
findings. 

Complaint  is  made  that  the  district  court  allowed  Mrs. 
Grebe  to  retain  this  property  although  purchased  with 
money  furnished  by  her  husband,  upon  the  ground  that 
such  money  was  exempt  to  him  as  wages  received  as  a 
traveling  salesman  which  he  could  dispose  of  as  he  saw 
fit.  We  are  unable  to  find  anything  of  the  kind  in  the 
record.  The  evidence  is  quite  conclusive  that  Mrs.  Grebe 
had  loaned  money  to  her  father.  She  had  ah-o  received 
some  amount  from  her  mother's  estate,  and  had  made  a 
profit  of  about  $700  on  the  purchase  and  sale  of  another 
tract  of  land,  all  of  which  was  invested  in  the  premises 
in  controversy.  It  is  true  that  her  husband  testified  that 
after  supporting  his  family,  he  gave  to  his  wife  from 
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month  to  month,  anything  remaining  of  his  monthly 
Hilary,  but  this  he  states  was  in  payment  of  a  debt  due 
her.  We  find  nothing  in  the  record  which  should  work  a 
reversal  of  the  ease,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the 
decree  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 


Awes  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 


Affibmed. 


William  Doering,  appellant,  v.  B.  V.  Kohout,  Substi- 
tuted foe  Mathew  G.  Geebe,  bt  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Jclt  1,  1902.    No.  10,870. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 
Creditors'  Suit:    Evidence:    Pleading.    Evidence  examined  and  former 
opinion  adhered  to. 

Reheabing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  436. 

Appeal-  from  the  district  court  for  Thayer  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.  Former  opinion  of  af- 
firmance adhered  to. 

J.  N.  Richards  and  F.  I.  Foss,  for  appellant 

T.  G.  MnrxhaJl,  C  L.  Richards  and  Stewart  &  Hunger, 
contra. 

Duffie,  C. 

The  former  opinion  in  this  case  is  reported  ante,  page 
436,  and  in  89  N.  W.  Rep.,  268,  under  the  title  of  Doer- 
ing v.  Kohout.  The  brief  of  appellant  filed  in  support  of 
his  motion  for  a  rehearing,  called  our  attention  to  the 
evidence  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  us  to  doubt  the 
correctness  of  the  first  opinion,  and  for  that  reason  we 
desired  to  re-examine  the  record  in  the  light  of  the  appel- 
lant's brief,  fearing  that  an  injustice  might  have  been 
done    A  careful  examination  of  all  the  evidence  in  the 
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case  serves  to  confirm  our  former  views  and  leads  us  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  district  court  entered  the  proper 
decree.  The  appellant,  being  a  judgment  creditor  of 
Mathew  G.  Grebe,  seeks  to  subject  to  the  payment  of  his 
judgment  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  6,  township 
1,  of  range  4  west,  in  Thayer  county,  the  record  title  of 
which  stands  in  the  name  of  Mary  E.  Grebe,  the  wife 
of  Mathew,  under  the  claim  that  the  land  was  purchased 
with  his  money  and  the  title  taken  in  the  name  of  his 
wife.  In  1885  Grebe  was  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
DeWitt,  Nebraska.  His  stock  in  January  of  that  year  in- 
voiced at  $9,000.  In  July  be  sold  out  to  M.  D.  Haddox 
for  $7,400.  At  that  time  he  was  indebted  to  W.  V.  Morse 
&  Co.,  of  Omaha,  in  the  sum  of  $5,868.51.  Morse  was  a 
witness  entirely  disinterested  in  the  result  of  this  suit 
and  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  his  statement  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  indebtedness.  In  payment  for  his  stock 
of  goods  Grebe  took  from  Haddox  480  acres  of  Iowa  land, 
which  was  incumbered  by  a  mortgage  for  $5,500,  and  two 
notes,  one  for  $3,400  and  one  for  $800.  Shortly  after  the 
trade,  Grebe  conveyed  the  Iowa  land  to  W.  V.  Morse  & 
Co.  to  secure  the  amount  owing  them,  and  they  sold  and 
conveyed  the  land  hut  without  realizing  sufficient  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  indebtedness.  The  two  Haddox  notes 
were  never  paid  and  were  at  the  date  of  the  trial  in  the 
possession  of  Grebe  and  are  attached  to  the  bill  of  excep- 
tions in  this  case.  Grebe  also  owned  a  store  building  at 
DeWitt  which  was  incumbered  by  a  mortgage  for  $1,000 
and  this  mortgage  was  foreclosed  and  the  property  taken 
by  the  mortgagee.  At  the  same  time  Grebe  was  indebted 
to  a  bank  in  DeWitt  for  which  Mrs.  Grebe  stood  as 
surety.  Mrs.  Grebe  was  the  owner  of  five  lots  in  DeWitt 
which  she  had  purchased  with  money  given  her  by  her 
mother,  and  these  lots  were  taken  by  the  bank  upon  the 
debt  of  her  husband  for  which  she  was  surety. 

The  evidence  is  somewhat  contradictory  regarding  the 
manner  in  which  Mrs.  Grebe  became  the  owner  of  the 
land  in  controversy  in  this  suit.    We  think,  however,  that 
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it  bears  out  the  claim  of  the  appellee  that  her  brother,  a 
land  agent,  first  purchased  in  her  name  a  tract  of  land, 
allowing  his  commission  of  $75  to  be  used  as  the  first 
payment  thereon.  Some  time  afterward  this  land  was 
sold  at  a  profit  of  |700  which,  together  with  something 
over  $200  received  in  the  way  of  rents,  was  used  to  pur- 
chase the  land  in  suit  At  the  time  of  the  purchase  the 
land  was  incumbered  by  a  mortgage,  and  the  appellant 
claims  that  Grebe's  money  was  used  to  discharge  the  mort- 
gage liens  and  to  this  extent  at  least  it  ought  to  be  sub- 
ject to  the  payment  of  the  judgment  against  him.  After 
Grebe  lost  his  property  be  secured  a  position  as  traveling 
salesman,  and  appellee  claims  that  he  gave  his  wife  what 
remained  of  his  salary  from  month  to  month  after  sup- 
porting his  family,  to  be  applied  to  the  indebtedness  due 
her  from  him,  and  that  in  this  manner  a  fund  was  ac- 
cumulated with  which  the  mortgage  indebtedness  against 
the  land  was  discharged. 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  Grebe  was  indebted  to  his  wife 
in  the  sum  of  at  least  $500,  the  value  of  her  lots  which 
were  taken  to  satisfy  Grebe's  debt  to  the  DeWitt  bank, 
and  that  he  had  a  right  to  use  his  salary  to  pay  this  debt 
if  he  chose  so  to  do,  even  though  he  was  not  legally  liable 
therefor.  The  salary  which  he  earned  from  month  to 
month  was  exempt  to  him  under  our  statute  and  what- 
ever remained  after  supporting  his  family  could  be  used 
by  him  in  any  way  he  saw  fit,  regardless  of  the  claims 
of  creditors  upon  him.  If  he  chose  to  give  this  salary 
or  any  part  of  it  to  his  wife,  his  creditors  have  no  legal 
cause  of  complaint,  and  upon  this  branch  of  the  case  it 
is  wholly  immaterial  whether  any  debt  existed  in  favor 
of  his  wife  or  not  From  a  careful  re-examination  of  the 
record  we  see  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  at  which 
we  first  arrived,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree 
of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Judgment  below  reaffirmed. 
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Uarferdlng  v.  Jones. 

H.  P.  Mabferding  bt  al.  v.  Arch  S.  Jones. 

Filed  FkbbUAhY  S,  1903.    No.  10,873. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Absence  of  Transcript:  Liquoes.  A  judgment  of 
8  district  court,  on  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  an  excise  board, 
granting  a  license  to  sell  malt,  spirituous  and  vinous  liquors,  will 
not  be  reviewed  by  tbis  court  In  the  absence  of  a  duly  certified 
transcript  of  the  application,  remonstrance  and  the  final  order  of 
smeli  board  in  the  premises. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.     Affirmed. 

A.  G.  Wolfenbarger,T.  F.  A.  Williams  and  F.  J.  Kelley, 
for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

R.  D.  Stearns,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

This  is  a  proceeding  in  error,  brought  to  reverse  a 
judgment  of  the  district  court,  purporting  to  affirm  an 
order  of  the  excise  board  of  tbe  city  of  Lincoln,  granting 
a  license  to  the  defendant  in  error  to  sell  malt,  spirituous 
and  vinous  liquors  in  said  city,  over  the  remonstrance  of 
the  plaintiffs  in  error.  The  record  does  not  contain  the 
application,  the  remonstrance  or  the  final  order  of  the 
excise  board  in  the  premises.  There  is  what  purports  to 
be  a  bill  of  exceptions,  and  it  contains  matters  which 
might  have  been  intended  to  supply  the  omissions  named. 
But  the  bill  of  exceptions  is  certified  in  the  usual  form 
by  the  trial  judge,  and  there  is  attached  thereto  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  clerk,  which  is  also  in  the  usual  form.  It 
is  nowhere  certified  that  any  of  the  papers  constituting 
the  record  before  us  are  any  one  of  the  above  mentioned 
missing  records.  The  omissions  mentioned  preclude  us 
from  an  examination  of  the  record,  because  they  render 
it  impossible  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court. 
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We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 


Thb  Fidelity  &  Casualty  Company  of  New  York  v. 
Field  &  Brown. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.    No.  10,907. 

S?  Aftf/  **t-f 
inloD.    Department  No.  3. 

Principal  and  Agent:  Rights  op  Third  Pebsons.  The  appointment 
of  a  "general  agent"  carries  on  lta  face  general  authority  to  ant 
for  and  bind  the  principal  In  the  line  of  the  principal's  business. 
Hence,  as  to  persons  who  deal  with  such  an  agent  In  good  faith 
without  notice  of  the  exact  limits  of  his  authority,  the  principal 
will  be  bound  by  his  acta  within  the  scope  of  his  apparent 
authority. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  R.  Andrews  and  J.  W.  Deweese,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

C.  O.  Whedon,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

There  is  really  but  one  question  of  law  involved  in  this 
case,  and  that  question,  we  think,  under  the  facts  found 
specially  by  the  jury,  amounts  only  to  this :  has  a  person 
who  is  admittedly  the  general  agent  of  an  insurance  com- 
pany, and  is  known  to  be  such  to  the  persons  with  whom 
he  is  dealing,  power  to  bind  the  company  by  a  contract 
employing  attorneys  to  defend  against  a  claim  made  upon 
the  company,  the  employment  of  attorneys  and  counsel 
being  in  fact  outBide  of  the  actual  authority  of  such 
agent  and  a  matter  which  the  company  reserves  for  it- 
self? Where  the  persons  with  whom  such  contract  is 
made  are  ignorant  of  this  limitation,  there  can  be  but 
one  answer  to  this  proposition.    The  appointment  of  a 
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"general  agent"  carries  on  its  face  general  authority  to 
act  for  and  bind  the  principal  in  the  line  of  the  principal's 
business.  Hence,  as  to  persons  who  deal  with  such  an 
agent  in  good  faith  without  notice  of  the  exact  limits  of 
his  authority,  the  principal  will  be  bound  by  his  acta 
within  the  scope  of  his  apparent  authority.  Brown  v. 
Eno,  48  Neb.,  538;  Creighton  v.  Finlayaon,  46  Neb.,  457; 
Oberne  v.  Burke,  30  Neb.,  581 ;  Phcenix  Insurance  Co.  v. 
Walter,  51  Neb.,  182.  In  the^case  at  bar  one  Hnribut, 
whom  the  company  had  insured  against  accident,  had 
presented  a  claim  for  the  alleged  accidental  shooting  off 
of  his  foot.  The  general  agent  of  the  company,  as  the 
plaintiffs  alleged  and  the  jury  found,  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  plaintiffs,  a  firm  of  attorneys  at  law,  for  defense 
against  such  claim.  The  plaintiffs  knew  he  was  a  gen- 
eral agent  and  the  jury  found  he  did  not  inform  plaintiffs 
of  any  limitations  on  his  authority.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
he  seems  not  to  have  had  the  authority  which  the  jury 
found  he  assumed.  But  he  certainly  appeared  to  have 
it  from  that  which  he  actually  had,  and  such  is  the  legal 
test.  Oberne  v.  Burke,  30  Neb.,  at  page  592.  Hence  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  instruction  requested  by  the 
company  was  properly  refused,  as  ignoring  the  question 
of  ostensible  authority,  and  that  the  instruction  given  by 
the  trial  court  was  right  The  evidence  as  to  whether 
there  was  a  contract  at  all  was  conflicting.  There  was 
sufficient  to  go  to  the  jury  in  support  of  plaintiffs'  case, 
and  we  can  not  say  the  findings  are  wrong.  As  to  the 
errors  assigned  upon  the  admission  of  evidence  of  state- 
ments of  one  Zulich,  an  alleged  representative  of  the  com- 
pany, we  find  that  the  court  excluded  most  of  what  was 
offered  on  this  head,  and  struck  out  the  remainder.  We 
see  no  error  in  the  record  and  therefore  recommend  that 
the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Babnes  and  Oldham,  CC,  concur. 
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August  L.  Axthelm  v.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railway  Company. 

Fh.es  February  6, 1902.    No.  10.918. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Injunction:    Gates  on  Railroad  Right  of  Wat:    Pleading.    A  peti- 

tion stating  that  a  land  owner  without  excuse  persistently  leaves 
open,  as  well  as  injures  and  destroys,  gates  on  a  railway  com- 
pany's right  of  way,  at  a  farm  crossing  kept  for  defendant's 
access  to  his  own  premises,  discloses  a  right  to  an  injunction. 

2.  Injunction:   Gates  or  Rait.ro ad  Right  of  Wat:    Defense.    The  fact 

that  the  gates  were  heavy  and  unsuitable  would  constitute  no  de- 

3.  Trial:   Findings  of  Law  and  Fact:    Statutes,    A  mere  request  for 

findings  as  to  certain  specified  tacts  Is  not  a  request  for  separate 
findings  of  law  and  fact,  under  section  29?  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure. 
i.  Trial:  Right  to  Open  and  Close.  Where  Judgment  would  go  against 
plaintiff  If  no  evidence  were  produced,  It  la  not  error  to  refuse  de- 
fendant the  right  to  open  and  close  at  hearing  of  case. 

5.  Appeal   and    Error:      Immaterialitv    of    Instructions    Where    No 

Damage  Caused.  Where  the  Jury  has  specially  found  there  was 
no  damage  caused,  It  is  immaterial  whether  instructions  as  to  a 
justification  of  the  alleged  Injury  are  supported  by  the  pleadings. 

6.  Appeal  and  Error:    Objections  to  Instructions  as  a  Gboup.     Ob- 

jections to  Instructions  as  a  group  can  not  be  sustained  where  atiy 
of  them  are  properly  given. 

Eeeoe  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Tuttle,  J.     Affirmed. 

Willard  E.  Steicart,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  F.  Evans,  L.  W.  Billingsley  and  R.  J.  Greene,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

In  this  case  the  railroad  company,  plaintiff  below, 
commenced  an  action  to  enjoin  the  plaintiff  in  error,  de- 
fendant below,  from  destroying,  injuring  and  leaving  open 
gates  at  a  farm  crossing  over  the  company's  track,  near 
its  station  of  Hallam,  in  Lancaster  county.     Axthelm 
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answered  the  company's  petition,  admitting  the  erection 
of  the  crossing  at  his  request,  but  complaining  of  it  as 
inadequate,  admitting  the  fencing  of  the  right  of  way, 
and  the  construction  of  the  gates,  but  complaining  that 
the  fence  was  inadequate ;  complaining  also  that  the  gates 
were  unfit,  too  heavy  to  be  handled  with  reasonable  con- 
venience and  defectively  constructed,  and  that  he  had 
been  compelled  to  repair  and  maintain  the  crossing  at 
his  own  expense  since  its  construction;  denying  generally 
plaintiff's  other  allegations.  He  also  filed  a  cross-petition 
claiming  damages  in  the  sum  of  $15  at  one  time  and  in 
the  sum  of  $10  at  another  time  for  hogs  killed  upon  the 
track.  He  also  alleged  an  agreement  in  consideration  of 
certain  services  to  keep  an  open  crossing  between  his 
house  and  his  barn  with  stock  pens  and  feed  lot  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  track,  and  claimed  damages  in  the  sum 
of  $500  for  failure  so  to  do.  He  also  claimed  that  the 
digging  of  a  ditch  late  in  1894  or  early  in  1895  along 
the  company's  right  of  way,  south  of  his  farm,  so  diverted 
a  large  quantity  of  surface  water  from  a  ravine  inter- 
sected by  the  ditch  as  to  discharge  the  water  upon  de- 
fendant's farm,  destroying  his  fences  and  damaging  his 
meadow  to  the  extent  of  30  acres,  and  impairing  the 
value  of  his  farm  and  crops  to  the  amount  of  $1,500. 
Defendant  also  claimed  that  at  the  commencement  of 
the  action  no  gates  were  attempted  or  pretended  to  be 
maintained  at  the  crossing;  that  during  most  of  the  time 
since  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  plaintiff's 
railway  in  1893,  its  employees  had  used  the  gates  and 
permitted  them  to  remain  open;  that  in  1897,  the  gates 
were  removed  and  thrown  away,  and  the  passage  closed 
by  a  stationary  five  wire  fence,  and  about  January  3, 
1898,  the  gates  were  replaced  and  firmly  fastened  by 
nails  to  posts,  and  about  January  10,  the  gates  were  torn 
down  and  thrown  upon  the  ground  and  so  remained  with 
the  opening  unobstructed  to  the  beginning  of  this  action. 
Defendant  also  alleged  that  at  the  time  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  the  company's  fences  for  several  miles 
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on  each  side  of  the  crossing  in  question  were  out  of  repair 
and  entirely  insufficient,  and  that  the  opening  at  the  said 
crossing  could  not  possibly  produce  any  of  the  results 
claimed  in  the  petition.  The  defendant  asked  that  the 
restraining  order  be  dissolved  and  the  injunction  denied, 
that  the  plaintiff  be  compelled  to  perform  its  contract  as 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  open  crossing,  and  that  the 
defendant  might  recover  f2,025  and  costs  of  suit.  Specific 
denials  were  filed  to  the  affirmative  allegations  by  way 
of  answer  and  to  the  cross-petition. 

A  restraining  order  was  allowed  by  the  court,  pending 
the  action,  preventing  the  defendant,  his  servants  and 
employees,  from  leaving  the  gates  open  or  from  breaking 
down,  destroying  or  in  any  way  injuring  them.  After  the 
issues  were  joined  a  jury  was  demanded  by  the  defendant, 
which  was  allowed  over  the  company's  objection.  At  the 
trial  evidence  relating  to  all  the  issues  was  submitted  to- 
gether, and  a  general  verdict  for  the  defendant  assessing 
his  damages  at  $27.50  was  found  by  the  jury,  together  with 
a  large  number  of  special  findings:  1,  that  the  railway 
company  collected  surface  water  into  a  ditch  along  its 
right  of  way  and  discharged  it  upon  Axthelm's  premises; 
2,  that  the  surface  water  would  not  have  flowed  on  de- 
fendant's farm  except  for  the  ditch;  3,  that  defendant's 
farm  and  property  were  not  damaged  by  the  water;  '4, 
that  the  hogs  were  killed  on  the  company's  right  of  way 
by  collision  with  trains;  5,  that  the  company's  fence  along 
its  right  of  way  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  cattle,  horses, 
sheep  and  hogs  from  getting  on  the  railroad;  6,  that  the 
value  of  the  hogs  killed  was  $25;  7,  that  the  ditch  and 
culvert  complained  of  were  made  within  four  years  before 
the  commencement  of  the  action;  8,  that  the  ditch  and 
culvert  were  properly  constructed,  and  9,  that  the  de- 
fendant never  made  any  demands  for  the  payment  for 
his  hogs  killed.  Motion  for  a  new  trial  was  overruled 
and  judgment  was  entered  on  the  verdict  for  $27.50  and 
costs  in  favor  of  defendant.  The  court  found  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  as  to  defendant's  demand  for  an'  open  cross- 
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ing,  and  in  favor  of  plaintiff  on  its  petition  for  an  in- 
junction, and  made  the  injunction  perpetual,  and  taxed 
the  costs  of  that  branch  of  the  case  to  defendant.  A 
motion  was  made  to  set  aside  the  findings  and  judgment 
of  the  court  on  the  injunction  branch  of  the  case,  which 
was  overruled. 

Error  is  urged  on  the  grounds:  1,  that  plaintiff's  peti- 
tion discloses  no  cause  of  action ;  2,  that  the  court,  though 
specially  requested  so  to  do,  made  no  separate  findings 
of  law  and  fact  as  required  by  section  297  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure;  3,  that  the  evidence  showed  that  the 
gates  repaired  by  the  company  and  which  the  defendant 
was  required  to  keep  closed,  were  unfit  and  unsuitable 
and  not  snch  as  the  statute  requires ;  4,  that  the  defend- 
ant was  improperly  denied  the  right  to  open  and  close; 
5,  that  instructions  Nob.  8  and  9,  telling  the  jury  that 
the  company  had  a  right  to  repel  surface  water  from  its 
premises  and  that  it  had  a  right  to  construct  its  railroad 
through  the  premises,  and  if  damages  were  caused  merely 
by  an  effort  to  repel  surface  water  or  by  construction  of 
the  railroad  through  the  premises  with  due  care  there 
could  be  no  recovery,  were  pot  within  the  issues  as  not 
being  pleaded;  6,  that  instruction  No.  14,  that  a  view 
of  the  premises  by  the  jury  was  not  to  furnish  evidence 
of  damages  or  to  make  the  jurors  witnesses  concerning 
damages,  but  solely  that  they  might  better  understand  the 
testimony,  and  that  they  must  consider  the  view  of  the 
premises  in  no  other  light  and  for  no  other  purpose.  The 
errors  particularly  urged  at  the  hearing  are  the  alleged 
refusal  to  make  separate  findings  of  law  and  fact;  the 
denial  of  the  right  to  open  and  close,  and  the  giving  of  in- 
structions Nos.  8,  9  and  14. 

The  petition  seems  sufficient  to  authorize  the  interposi- 
tion of  an  injunction,  if  its  allegations  are  taken  as  true. 
It  is  the  right  of  the  railway  company  to  maintain  its 
fences.  It  need  not  wait  until  it  has  suffered  great  injury 
before  attempting  to  vindicate  its  right.  It  is  held  in 
Trusdale  v.  Jensen,  59  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  47,  that  it  is 
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sufficient  that  it  is  charged  that  defendant  persists  in 
leaving  the  gates  open.  The  company  and  defendant  are 
joint  occupiers  of  the  premises  and  jointly  in  charge  of 
the  gates  and  the  use  of  the  writ  of  injunction  to  prevent 
a  wrongful  use  hy  the  defendant  in  view  of  the  important 
interests  concerned  seems  eminently  proper.  The  claim 
of  error  in  this  particular  can  not  be  sustained. 

The  second  claim  that  there  was  error  in  the  court's 
failing  to  separately  state  its  conclusions  of  fact  and  its 
conclusions  of  law  can  not  he  sustained.  The  court  was 
not  asked  to  do  so.  It  was  asked  merely  to  find  separately 
as  to  certain  matters  of  fact,  some  of  which  at  least  were 
not  essential  to  a  determination  of  the  injunction  branch 
of  the  case.  It  was  discretionary  in  the  court  to  pass 
upon  these  specifically  or  not,  and  error  could  not  be 
predicated  upon  its  refusal,  except  by  a  showing  of  preju- 
dice. This  does  not  appear.  No  request  for  separate  find- 
ings under  section  297  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  was 
made. 

As  to  tlie  third  point,  that  the  evidence  shows  unsuit- 
able gates,  it  is  to  be  said  that  this  would  not  warrant 
the  leaving  of  them  persistently  open,  nor  prevent  an 
injunction  against  so  doing.  The  evidence  on  this  point, 
if  as  conclusive  as  defendant  claims,  would  not  warrant 
his  taking  the  remedy  into  his  own  hands. 

It  is  confidently  claimed  that  the  privilege  of  opening 
and  closing  was  wrongfully  denied  to  the  defendant  in 
the  hearing  before  the  jury.  It  appears  that  when  the 
case  was  called  for  hearing  after  the  jury  was  impaneled, 
the  right  to  open  and  close  to  the  jury  was  claimed  by 
defendant.  Plaintiff  then  offered,  if  its  right  to  the  relief 
sought  was  admitted  without  evidence,  to  allow  this. 
Defendant's  counsel  was  asked  by  the  court  if  this  was 
admitted  on  the  face  of  the  pleadings  and  replied  that  it 
was  not,  and  his  request  was  then  refused.  The  entire 
evidence  was  then  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  jury.  This 
would  seem  to  have  been  done  in  accordance  with  the 
statute  which  provides  that  the  party  against  whom  judg- 
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ment  will  be  entered,  if  no  evidence  is  introduced,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  opening  and  closing.  It  is  true  that 
subsequently  the  court  withdrew  from  the  consideration 
of  the  jury  the  equity  side  of  the  case.  It  is  also  true 
that  the  defendant  objected  to  the  introduction  before 
tlie  jury  of  any  evidence  as  to  the  equity  part  of  it.  This 
objection  at  the  time  was  overruled.  Apparently  the 
court  had  not  determined  until  the  evidence  was  in  to 
take  this  action.  The  transfer  to  the  law  side  of  the 
court  and  calling  of  the  jury  was  at  defendant's  request 
over  plaintiff's  objection.  The  reference  of  the  equity 
questions  to  the  jury  or  not  waa  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court.  There  was  no  violation  of  law,  and  apparently  no 
injurious  exercise  of  discretion  by  the  court,  and  the  claim 
of  error  in  this  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  trial  must  be 
denied. 

The  claim  of  error  in  giving  instructions  can  not  be 
considered.  In  both  the  motion  for  new  trial  and  the 
petition  in  error,  the  entire  body  of  instructions,  fifteen 
in  number,  are  grouped  in  one  complaint  of  error  in 
giving  all  of  them.  No  error  is  now  claimed  in  any  but 
the  8th,  9th,  and  14th.  It  has  been  often  .enough  held  that 
an  assignment  of  error  in  giving  a  group  of  instructions  is 
insufficient,  if  any  of  them  was  properly  given.  Union- 
Pacific  R.  Co.  v.  Montgomery,  49  Neb.,  429;  Kaufmann 
v.  Cooper,  46  Neb.,  644;  McCormal  v.  Redden,  46  Neb., 
776.  The  complaint  as  to  instructions  Nos.  8  and  9  couid 
hardly  be  well  founded  in  any  event.  The  jury  specially 
found  that  no  damage  was  done  to  defendant  by  the  sur- 
face water.  The  matters  of  justification  submitted  there- 
fere  became  immaterial.  It  does  not  matter  whether  they 
were  pleaded  or  not.  As  to  No.  14,  it  is  claimed  by  the 
plaintiff  company  that  there  was  no  evidence  tending  to 
sustain  the  claim  for  damages  from  water,  the  only  one 
submitted  to  the  jury  as  to  which  the  view  could  be 
material;  defendant's  claim  for  Mb  hogs  being  allowed 
In  full.  Of  course,  if  such  were  the  case  defendant  could 
Dot  complain  that  the  jury  were  told  that  their  own 
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examination  was  no  part  of  the  evidence  and  was  only 
to  be  considered  as  helping  them  to  understand  and  weigh 
evidence.  But  in  any  event,  as  above  indicated,  the  objec- 
tion to  this  instruction  is  not  made,  and  can  not  be  con- 
sidered by  itself. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  and 
decree  of  the  trial  court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpatkick,  CO.,  concur. 


Henkt  8.  Reed  v.  Chester  A.  Mott. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.     No.  10,931. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Justice  of  toe  Peace:    Jurisdiction:    Voluntary  Appearance:    Con- 

tinuance. The  return  day  of  the  summons  was  Septenber  5. 
It  was  returned  not  served  because  tbe  defendant  was  a  non- 
resident of  the  state,  and  not  found  within  tbe  county.  On  Oc- 
tober 16,  defendant  entered  hia  voluntary  appearance  In  the  case, 
waiving  Issuance  and  service  of  summons.  Held,  That  the  date 
of  such  appearance  was  equivalent  to  the  return  day  of  the  sum- 
mons; that  a  continuance  for  less  than  ninety  days  from  October 
16  but  more  than  ninety  days  from  September  5,  without  defend- 
ant's consent,  did  not  work  a  discontinuance  of  the  suit 

2.  Judgment:    Consent  of  Pasties  as  to  Time  of  Rendering:    Stat- 

utes. A  suit.  In  which  there  were  attachment  and  garnishment 
proceedings,  was  tried  to  the  court  without  the  Intervention  of  a 
Jury.  The  parties  being  present  at  the  conclusion  of  the  argu- 
ment and  at  the  time  of  the  final  submission  of  the  case,  consented 
and  agreed,  upon  the  request  of  the  Justice,  that  he  should  take 
the  case  under  advisement  and  render  his  Judgment  wltbin  four 
days  as  defined  lu  the  statute.  On  the  third  day  thereafter,  both 
parties  being  In  court,  Judgment  was  rendered.  Held,  That  the 
Justice  need  not,  in  such  case,  render  his  Judgment  Instantly; 
and  that  if  the  Judgment  was  rendered  within  the  time  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties,  and  defined  in  section  1002  of  the  Code,  such 
judgment  was  not  void  for  want  of  Jurisdiction. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:     Conflicting  Evidence.     Where  there  Is  a  con- 

flict of  evidence  on  the  matters  in  dispute  between  the  parties,  the 
verdict  of  a  Jury  based  thereon  will  not  be  disturbed. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Tuttle,  J.     Affirmed. 
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John  8.  Bishop,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Frank  H.  Woods,  contra. 

Barnes,  O. 

The  defendant  in  error,  the  plaintiff  in  the  court  below, 
Bird  a  bill  of  particulars  against  the  defendant,  hereafter 
to  be  called  the  plaintiff,  in  the  justice  court  of  Lancaster 
county,  before  Justice  L.  A.  McCandless,  on  the  31st  day 
of  August,  1896,  demanding  judgment  against  the  plain- 
tiff for  $74.15  for  services  rendered  and  money  expended 
for  and  at  the  request  of  the  plaintiff.  At  the  same  time 
an  affidavit  was  filed  for  attachment  and  garnishment, 
the  grounds  of  the  affidavit  being  that  the  plaintiff  herein 
was  a  non-resident  of  the  state.  The  summons  and  order 
of  attachment  were  returnable  on  the  5th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, following.  The  officer,  in  whose  hands  they  were 
placed,  levied  the  attachment  upon  certain  personal 
property  belonging  to  the  plaintiff  and  gave  notice  of 
garnishment  to  one  William  H.  Asbworth.  The  summons 
was  returned  not  served  because  the  plaintiff  could  not 
be  found  in  Lancaster  county.  On  September  9,  1896, 
at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  the  garnishee  appeared  and  answered, 
and  was  ordered  to  hold  the  money  in  his  hands  belonging 
to  the  plaintiff,  until  the  further  order  of  the  court.  No 
further  attempt  was  made  to  get  service  of  summons 
upon  the  plaintiff ;  but  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  1896, 
he  entered  his  voluntary  appearance  in  the  suit,  waiving 
issuance  and  service  of  summons,  and  agreed  that  the 
case  should  be  continued  to  November  16,  1896.  On 
November  16  the  parties  appeared  at  9  o'clock  a,  m. 
and  the  defendant  (plaintiff  herein)  filed  a  motion  and 
affidavit  for  a  change  of  venue,  which  was  granted,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  place  of  trial  be  changed  to  the 
justice  court  of  Walter  A.  Leese,  he  being  the  nearest 
justice,  and  of  course  the  one  to  whom  the  case  should 
go.  The  cause  was  set  for  trial,  by  agreement,  November 
18, 1896,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.    On  November  18  both  parties 
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appeared  in  court  and  the  transcript  not  being  ready 
the  cause  waa  continued,  by  agreement  of  the  parties,  to 
be  taken  up  at  their  convenience  in  the  justice  court  of 
Walter  A.  Leese.  The  transcript  was  not  made  until 
January  8,  1897;  but  on  January  9  it  waa  filed  with 
Justice  Walter  A.  Leese,  and  he  being  engaged  in  other 
official  business  ordered  that  the  trial  of  the  case  be  con- 
tinued until  Monday,  J  nuary  11, 1897,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m., 
and  the  parties,  by  their  counsel  were  notified  of  such 
fact  On  January  11,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  case  was 
called  for  trial,  and  both 'parties  appeared.  The  defend- 
ant (plaintiff  herein),  however,  appeared  especially,  and 
objected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  because  the  case 
had  been  continued,  as  set  forth  in  his  objection,  for  more 
than  ninety  days  from  the  return  day  of  the  summons 
without  his  consent.  His  objection  to  the  jurisdiction 
was  argued,  and  the  justice  overruled  the  same.  Plain- 
tiff saved  an  exception  to  the  ruling  of  the  justice,  and 
afterwards  appeared  generally  in  the  case,  by  filing  a 
motion  to  require  the  defendant  herein  to  amend  his  bill 
of  particulars.  The  bill  of  particulars  was  amended,  and 
the  plaintiff  then  filed  his  answer  in  the  nature  of  a 
denial  and  counter-claim.  The  plaintiff  then  moved  the 
court  to  require  the  defendant  herein  to  produce  in  court, 
or  give  him  an  inspection  and  permission  to  take  a  copy 
of,  all  the  letters  which  the  plaintiff  had  written  to  the 
defendant  during  the  years  1894,  1895  and  1896.  The 
court  granted  the  order,  and  the  defendant  complied 
therewith  and  produced  the  letters.  On  the  18th  day 
of  January,  1897,  both  parties  appeared  and  the  defendant 
filed  a  second  amended  bill  of  particulars,  and  by  consent 
and  agreement  of  parties  the  cause  was  continued  to 
the  23d  day  of  February,  1897,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.  On 
February  15,  there  were  received  and  filed  by  the  justice 
certain  depositions  taken  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  herein, 
and  on  February  23, 1897,  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  the  case  was 
called  and  the  parties  appeared  for  trial.  The  court  was 
engaged   in   other  official    business   and   the   case   was 
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adjourned,  by  the  court,  to  10  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  same 
day.  At  10  o'clock  a  jury  was  waived  by  the  parties  and 
the  trial  commenced.  Before  it  was  finished,  however,  by 
agreement  it  was  ordered  that  the  trial  should  be  ad- 
journed and  continued  to  February  27, 1897,  at  one  o'clock 
p.  m.  On  February  27,  the  case  was  called,  both  parties 
appeared  and  the  trial  was  resumed.  After  taking  the 
evidence  of  some  of  the  witnesses,  by  consent  of  the 
parties,  the  case  was  again  continued  to  March  9,  1897, 
at  2  o'clock  p.  m.  On  March  9  the  parties  appeared 
and  the  trial  was  resumed;  before  the  trial  was  con- 
cluded, however,  the  plaintiff  (defendant  below)  amended 
his  bill  of  particulars.  The  case  was  thereupon  argued 
by  counsel,  and  by  consent  of  both  parties  was  adjourned 
or  continued  to  March  13,  1897.  On  March  13  the  case 
was  called  and  the  parties  again  agreed  to  a  continuance 
of  the  case  to  the  23d  day  of  March,  1897.  On  the  23d 
day  of  March  the  parties  both  appeared,  and  by  agree- 
ment the  case  was  continued  indefinitely  to  be  taken  up 
and  argued  upon  agreement  and  at  the  convenience  of 
counsel.  On  July  21,  1897,  at  3:30  p.  m.,  both  parties 
appeared  in  court  and  consented  that  the  case  should 
then  be  taken  up  and  argued  and  finally  submitted  to 
the  court  The  case  was  thereupon  submitted  to  the 
court  upon  the  argument  of  counsel  and  the. evidence, 
and  upon  the  request  of  the  court  and  the  consent  of 
both  parties,  made  in  open  court,  was  taken  under  advise- 
ment for  a  period  of  not  to  exceed  four  days.  On  July 
24,  1897,  at  3 :30  p.  m.,  the  parties  appeared  in  court  and 
thereupon  the  justice  rendered  his  decision,  finding  in. 
favor  of  the  defendant  in  error  and  against  the  plaintiff 
herein  for  $67.15  debt  and  $1.70  interest,  making  the  sum 
total  of  $68.85.  The  court  also  found  against  the  plain- 
tiff on  his  counter-claim  and  set-off.  The  court  further 
sustained  the  attachment  and  garnishment  and  rendered 
judgment  accordingly.  Thereupon,  on  July  31,  the  plain- 
tiff filed  an  appeal  undertaking  with  the  justice,  which 
was  duly  approved.     He  also  filed  a  redelivery  bond,  and 
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obtained  possession  of  the  attached  property  and  the 
money  which  had  been  paid  into  the  court  by  the 
garnishee.  He  prosecuted  his  appeal  in  due  time  to  the 
district  court  for  Lancaster  county,  where  a  trial  was  had. 
In  the  district  court  plaintiff  herein,  in  addition  to  the 
defenses  which  he  had  pleaded  in  his  answer  in  the  court 
below,  set  forth  three  separate  paragraphs,  in  each  of 
which  he  challenged  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court 
to  try  and  determine  the  issues  in  the  case.  The  defend- 
ant, by  his  reply,  denied  this  new  matter  in  the  answer 
attacking  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  A  trial  was  had 
to  a  jury,  and  a  verdict  was  returned  against  the  plaintiff 
for  the  sum  of  |76.30.  The  jury  also  found  against  him 
upon  his  counter-claim.  He  filed  a  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
which  was  overruled;  judgment  was  rendered  against  him 
on  the  verdict,  and  he  brings  the  case  to  this  court  for 
review  upon  a  petition  in  error.  The  foregoing  facts  are 
all  shown  by  the  transcript  of  the  justice's  docket,  which 
was  introduced  in  evidence  on  the  trial  in  the  district 
court  by  the  plaintiff,  and  are  not  disputed  by  him.  In 
his  petition  plaintiff  assigns  twenty-two  grounds  of  error, 
but  in  his  brief  and  on  the  argument,  but  two  propositions 
are  seriously  urged.  The  first  is,  that  the  justice  court 
had  no  jurisdiction  to  render  the  judgment  it  did  against 
him;  that'll  had  lost  jurisdiction,  first  by  a  continuance 
of  more  than  ninety  days  from  the  return  day  of  the 
summons,  without  his  consent;  and  second,  that  the  jus- 
tice, upon  the  final  submission  of  the  case  to  him  on  July 
21,  1897,  did  not  render  judgment  immediately,  and  thus 
lost  jurisdiction  to  pronounce  any  judgment  therein; 
third,  that  the  verdict  is  not  sustained  by  the  evidence. 
Other  assignments  of  error  were  discussed  briefly,  and 
they  will  receive  attention  in  this  opinion. 

1.  The  contention  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  justice  lost 
jurisdiction  of  the  case  because  it  was  continued  for  more 
than  ninety  days  from  the  return  day  of  the  summons 
without  his  consent,  is  not  good.  The  justice  of  the  peace, 
by  law,  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matters  in  litigation 
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in  this  case.  Whenever  the  court  obtained  jurisdiction 
of  the  person  of  the  defendant  it  then  had  full  power  to 
try  and  adjudicate  all  the  questions  in  dispute  between 
the  parties.  Jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  plaintiff 
was  not  obtained  by  the  issuance  and  service  of  a  sum- 
mons. ,  The  only  summons  issued  in  the  case  was  returned 
not  served,  because  of  the  non-residence  of  the  plaintiff. 
Therefore,  neither  the  summons  nor  the  return  day  men- 
tioned in  it  can  be  considered  in  determining  the  questions 
involved  herein.  On  the  19th  day  of  October,  1896,  the 
plaintiff  entered  his  voluntary  appearance  in  the  case, 
and  waived  the  issuance  and  service  of  a  summons.  The 
return  day  of  a  summons,  issued  by  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
is  the  day  and  the  hour  when  the  defendant  is  required 
to  enter  his  appearance  in  the  case.  It  stands  to  reason, 
then,  that  when  the  plaintiff  entered  his  voluntary  ap- 
pearance, such  action  on  his  part  was  equivalent  to  his 
appearance  in  court  in  response  to  a  summons,  duly 
served  upon  him,  on  the  return  day  thereof.  The  record 
in  this  case  shows  that  the  case  was  thereupon  continued 
by  consent  of  both  parties  until  the  16th  day  of  November. 
On  that  day  the  plaintiff  died  his  application  for  a  change 
of  venue.  On  the  18th  day  of  November  the  parties  ap- 
peared in  court  and  the  transcript  not  being  ready  it 
was  agreed  that  the  matter  should  be  left  to  he  taken  up 
later  in  the  justice  court  of  Walter  A.  Leese,  to  which  the 
change  of  place  of  trial  had  been  ordered.  For  some 
reason,  not  disclosed  in  the  record,  the  transcript  was 
not  filed  in  the  justice  court  of  Walter  A.  Leese,  until 
the  9th  day  of  January  following.  If  such  continuance 
so  made  necessary  by  reason  of  the  delay  in  preparing  and 
filing  the  transcript,  was  without  consent,  the  time  of 
the  same  was  only  fifty-three  days.  Therefore  the  order 
of  the  justice  overruling  the  objection  to  his  jurisdiction 
was  right.  It  is  immaterial,  however,  in  our  view  of 
the  matter,  because  the  plaintiff,  immediately  thereafter, 
filed  a  motion  requiring  the  defendant  to  make  his  bill 
of  particulars  more  definite  and  certain.     He  also  subse- 
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quently  agreed  to  all  of  the  continuances  had  in  the  case, 
and  voluntarily  took  part  in  all  of  the  proceedings  up 
to  the  time  of  the  final  judgment  By  so  doing  he  waived 
the  error,  if  any,  committed  hy  the  justice  in  overruling 
his  objection  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 

2.  The  second  contention  of  the  plaintiff  presents  a 
much  nicer  question.  Section  1002  of  the  Code  provides : 
"Upon  a  verdict,  the  justice  must  immediately  render 
judgment  accordingly.  When  the  trial  is  by  the  justice, 
judgment  must  he  entered  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  trial,  if  the  defendant  has  been  arrested  or  his  property 
attached;  in  other  cases  it  must  be  entered  either  at  the 
close  of  the  trial,  or  if  the  justice  then  desire  further 
time  to  consider,  on  or  by  the  fourth  day  thereafter,  both 
days  inclusive."  In  view  of  this  section  of  the  statutes, 
if  this  matter  had  never  been  before  this  court,  we  would 
be  inclined  to  hold  that  when  the  justice  took  this  case 
under  advisement  at  the  conclusion  of  the  argument,  and 
when  it  was  submitted  to  him  finally  on  the  21st  day 
of  July,  and  he  retained  it  until  the  24th  without  render- 
ing his  judgment  until  that  day,  he  lost  jurisdiction  of  the 
case.  However,  a  similar  question  was  before  this  court 
in  the  case  of  Huff  v.  Bobhott,  14  Neb.,  150.  In  that  case 
the  trial  was  had  on  the  28th  day  of  September,  1881, 
to  the  court,  a  jury  haying  been  waived,  and  was  taken 
under  advisement  to  the  29th  day  of  September,  1881. 
On  the  29th  the  justice  rendered  his  judgment  Error 
was  prosecuted  to  the  district  court  where  the  judgment 
of  the  justice  waB  reversed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  from 
which  judgment  error  was  prosecuted  to  this  court,  where 
the  judgment  of  the  district  court  was  reversed  and  that 
of  the  justice  reinstated.  In  that  case  there  had  been 
an  attachment  issued  and  levied  upon  the  property  of 
the  defendant  and  Justice  Maxwell,  speaking  for  the 
court,  said:  "The  statute,  if  construed  literally,  would 
require  the  justice  to  render  a  judgment  instantly  on  the 
conclusion  of  the  trial.  It  will  not  be  contended  that  the 
legislature  intended   such  a  narrow  construction  to  be 
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given  to  the  statute.  It  is  to  be  construed  in  a  reasonable 
manner  that  the  justice  is  to  render  judgment  in  a  short 
tame  and  before  taking  up  new  business. 

"The  object  of  the  statute  doubtless  is  to  enable  a  party 
who  has  been  unlawfully  restrained  of  his  liberty  to  be  dis- 
charged at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  in  case  no 
cause  of  action  is  proved  against  Mm.  Bo  if  Ms  property 
is  taken  from  Mm  on  an  order  of  attachment  and  the  proof 
fails  to  show  a  cause  of  action  the  property  shall  be  dis- 
charged. But  the  justice  may  require  time  to  consider 
the  evidence  before  rendering  a  judgment,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  for  Mm  to  do  so  before  he  is  prepared  to  decide. 
If  a  decision  is  rendered  before  the  justice  has  time  to 
consider  the  evidence  there  is  great  danger  of  his  com- 
mitting an  error  which  more  mature  reflection  would  have 
enabled  him  to  avoid.  We  therefore  are  not  disposed  to  ■ 
place  so  narrow  a  construction  on  the  word  'immediately' 
as  to  hold  that  a  delay  of  a  few  hours  in  rendering  judg- 
ment is  not  in  compliance  with  the  statute.  Had  the  evi- 
dence been  introduced  on  the  28th  and  the  case  continued 
until  the  next  morning  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  the 
argument  of  the  parties  or  their  attorneys  in  the  case,  no 
one  wonld  contend  that  a  decision  must  be  made  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  argument,  yet  the  argument  is  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  court  in  reaching  a  correct 
conclusion. 

"It  is  well  to  require  justices  to  perform  their  duties  in 
the  mode  and  within  the  time  required  by  the  statute;  but 
their  proceedings  must  be  construed  in  a  reasonable  man- 
ner and  in  such  a  way  as  will  enable  them  to  administer 
justice.  It  is  pretty  clear  that  a  correct  decision  was 
made  by  the  justice  in  this  case,  and  this  court  will  not 
reverse  it  for  an  alleged  error  which  at  most  is  but 
technical." 

In  the  case  of  Austin  v.  Brock,  16  Neb.,  642,  CMef  Jus- 
tice Cobb  referred  to  the  opinion  of  Judge  Maxweia  in 
Buff  v.  Babbott,  supra,  quoted  extensively  therefrom,  and 
then  said :    "I  accept  the  reasoning,  as  well  as  the  au- 
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thority,  of  this  case  and  if  the  case  at  bar  falls  within  the 
former,  the  judgment  most  be  affirmed."  In  addition  to 
this  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  plaintiff  was  present 
in  court,  consenting  to  and  agreeing  that  Justice  Leese 
should  have  time  to  consider  the  evidence  and  the  argu- 
ments made  in  the  case ;  and  that  the  case  might  be  taken 
under  advisement  for  a  period  not  exceeding  four  days. 
The  judgment  having  been  rendered  within  the  time  thus 
agreed  upon  it  cannot  be  urged  by  the  plaintiff,  after 
thus  consenting  thereto,  that  the  court"  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  case.  For  these  reasons  the  instruction,  that 
the  question  of  jurisdiction  was  a  matter  of  law  for  the 
court,  and  that  the  jury  should  not  consider  the  same, 
was  proper ;  and  in  refusing  to  instruct  the  jury  to  return 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  the  court  did  not  err.  It  is  con- 
tended that  the  court  erred  in  not  striking  out  the  de- 
fendant's reply  to  the  new  matters  relating  to  the  juris- 
diction set  forth  in  the  plaintiffs  answer  in  the  district 
court  We  have  examined  the  record  and  believe  that  it 
was  proper  for  the  defendant  to  file  a  reply  to  the  para- 
graphs in  the  answer  pleading  want  of  jurisdiction,  to 
state  the  real  facts  as  they  existed,  and  deny  the  allega- 
tions of  such  pleading.  An  issue  was  thus  raised,  and  to 
determine  it  the  plaintiff,  himself,  introduced  the  tran- 
script of  the  docket  of  the  justice  of  the  peace,  which 
showed  the  facts  above  set  forth,  and  upon  which  the 
court  held  that  the  question  of  jurisdiction  was  a  matter 
of  law  and  not  of  fact 

3.  The  only  other  assignment  of  error  relied  on  by  the 
plaintiff,  is  the  one  that  the  verdict  is  not  sustained  by 
the  evidence.  An  examination  of  the  record  shows  that 
there  was  some  competent  and  material  evidence  tending 
to  establish  each  and  all  of  the  items  set  forth  in  the  de- 
fendant's petition  in  the  court  below;  that  there  was  a 
conflict  of  evidence  upon  some  of  these  mattera,  and  there 
was  also  a  conflict  of  evidence  upon  the  matters  set  forth 
in  the  counter-claim  of  the  plaintiff.  The  record  shows 
that  the  issues  were  fairly  tried  and  properly  submitted, 
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and  the  jury  having  determined  these  questions  upon  such 
conflicting  evidence  this  court  is  not  warranted  in  disturb- 
ing the  verdict. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  we  believe  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  should  be  affirmed. 

Pound  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


Dartmouth  Savings  Bank,  -appellee,  v.  Timothy  Foley, 
appellant,  et  al. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.    No.  10,973. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Objections  TO  Appbaisax.  Objections  to  the 
appraisement  of  real  estate  for  the  purpose  of  Judicial  sale  ex- 
amined and  held,  under  the  record,  not  well  founded. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Scott,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  J.  O'Connor,  for  appellant. 

Cteo.  E.  Turkington,  contra. 

DAT,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  the  sale  of 
certain  real  estate,  made  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  fore- 
closure entered  by  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
The  appellant  filed  objections  to  the  appraisement  based 
upon  a  number  of  grounds  but  in  the  brief  relies  upon  the 
3d  and  4th  objections  for  a  reversal  of  the  case.  These  are 
as  follows :  "3d.  That  there  are  liens  deducted  from  the 
value  as  appears  by  the  appraisement  that  were  not  valid 
liens  on  said  real  estate,"  and  "4th.  For  other  errors  that 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  record."  No  objections  were 
made  to  the  sale  itself,  but  the  objections  to  the  appraise- 
ment were  overruled  at  the  time  of  the  confirmation  and 
exceptions  taken. 
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The  third  objection  has  nothing  whatever  to  support 
it,  the  only  liens  deducted  were  for  taxes  in  accordance 
with  the  treasurer's  certificate.  -There  is  nothing  to  show 
that  the  treasurer's  statement  is  erroneous.  But  even  if 
taxes  were  deducted  which  were  erroneous,  the  appellant 
is  not  in  position  to  complain  because  the  return  to  the 
order  of  sale  shows  that  the  premises  were  sold  for  more 
than  the  gross  appraisement  Granting  that  it  was  error 
to  deduct  the  taxes  from  the  appraisement,  the  appellant 
has  not  been  in  any  manner  prejudiced  by  it 

The  fourth  objection  as  against  the  appraisement  is  too 
general  to  be  considered.  No  substantial  objection  has 
been  pointed  out  and  an  examination  of  the  sheriff's  pro- 
ceedings in  making  the  appraisement  discloses  nothing 
which  seems  to  justify  the  complaint  concerning  it.  There 
being  no  specific  objections  to  the  sale  and  only  these  two 
directed  against  the  appraisement,  which  we  consider 
without  merit,  we  recommend  that  the  decree  of  confirma- 
tion be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpa trick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  of 
Geneva,  New  Toek,  appellant,  v.  Mabion  S.  Pal- 
bibb  ET  AL.,  APPELLEES. 

Fn.>3i  Februabt  6, 1903.    No.  10,981. 
Commissioner's  oiflnlon.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Building  and  Loan  Associations.     People'*  Building,  Loan  A  Sav- 

ings Association  v.  Backus,  post,  page  463,  followed  In  a  case  of 
the  same  nature. 

2.  Usury:    Who  Mat  Plead,  as  a  Defense.     Usury  Is  a  defense  per- 

sonal to  the  borrower  which  may  not  be  asserted  by  a  purchaser 
of  mortgaged  premises  who  has  assumed  the  mortgage. 
S   Usury:    Mobtoaqe  FObeclosuhx:    Borroweb  Mat  Pi.EAn  Usury.     But 
if  the  borrower  and  mortgagor  has  retained  any  Interest  In  the 
mortgaged  premises,  or  any  personal  liability  is  sought  to  bt  etv 
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forced  against  him,  he  may  set  up  usury  and  pray  for  cancella- 
tion In  a  salt  to  foreclose  the  mortgage,  although  a  purchaser  of 
the  mortgaged  premises  Joined  with  him  as  a  defendant,  and  Join- 
ing la  the  answer,  might  not  do  so. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Clay  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

Burd  &  Spanogle  and  O.  M.  Elliott,  for  appellant 

Thomas  S.  Matters,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

Except  in  one  particular,  this  cause  is  of  the  same  na- 
ture as  People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v. 
Backus,  post,  page  463,  and  should  be  disposed  of  in  the 
same  way.  The  one  point  of  difference  is  that,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  mortgagors,  two  other  defendants  are  joined 
who  are  alleged  upon  information  and  belief  to  be  pur- 
chasers of  the  mortgaged  premises  and  to  have  assumed 
and  agreed  to  pay  the  mortgage.  But  there  is  an  express 
allegation  that  one  of  the  mortgagors  claims  some  interest 
in  the  property,  and  a  prayer  that  each  be  foreclosed  of 
any  interest  therein.  It  is  also  alleged  that  a  considerable 
sum  of  money  is  due  from  the  borrower  personally,  and 
general  relief  is  prayed  against  him  as  well  as  the  other 
defendants.  All  the  defendants  joined  in  an  answer  and 
cross-petition  alleging  usury  and  payment  of  the  sums 
legally  due  on  the  loan,  and  prayed  for  cancellation.  A 
reply  having  been  filed  admitting  the  substance  of  the 
facts  alleged,  the  court  rendered  a  decree  for  defendants 
on  the  pleadings.  This  decree  is  complained  of  for  the 
reason  that  the  purchasers  who  had  assumed  the  mort- 
gage could  not  be  heard  to  set  up  the  defense  of  usury, 
which  was  personal  to  the  borrower  and  to  be  made  by 
the  latter  only.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  as  a  general 
proposition  that  a  purchaser  of  mortgaged  premises  who 
has  assumed  a  mortgage  tainted  with  usury  cannot  plead 
usury  as  a  defense  against  the  mortgage  for  the  reason 
that  the  defense  belongs  to  the  parties  to  the  original 
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transaction  and  is  for  them  only.  Building  &  Ijoan  Asso- 
ciation of  Dakota  v.  Walker,  59  Neb.,  456.  But  here  the 
borrower  was  making  the  defense  and  was  in  a  situation 
requiring  him  to  make  it  to  avoid  liabilities  asserted 
against  him  and  his  interests.  So  long  as  he  retained  any 
interest  in  the  mortgaged  premises  or  any  personal  liabil- 
ity was  asserted  against  him  by  reason  of  the  loan,  he  was 
entitled  to  set  up  usury,  insist  that  the  loan  was  paid,  and 
pray  for  cancellation.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the 
decree  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  of 
Geneva,  New  York,  appellant,  v.  Angeline  M. 
Wblton  bt  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Fbbhcabt  6,  1902.    No.  10,982, 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  I. 

Building1  and  Loan  Associations:  UauBY:  Monro &oe  Fobeclosijbt. 
People's  Building,  Loan  d  Savings  Association  v.  Palmer,  ante, 
page  460.  followed  In  a  case  of  the  same  nature. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Clay  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

Eurd  &  Spanogle,  for  appellant 

Thomas  H,  Matters,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This  case  is  in  all  essential  respects  the  same  as 
People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v.  Palmer, 
ante,  page  460.  It  is  possibly  a  clearer  case  in  that 
the  petition  contains  an  allegation  that  the  borrowers 
have  an  interest  in  the  property  (not  merely  that  an  in- 
terest is  claimed)  and  an  express  prayer  for  deficiency 
judgment  against  them.    For  the  reasons  assigned  in  the 
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opinions  in  People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association 
v.  Backus,  next  following,  and  People's  Building,  Loan 
d  Savings  Association  v.  Palmer,  ante,  page  460,  we 
recommend  that  the  decree  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  00.,  concur. 


People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  op 
Geneva,  New  York,  appellant,  v.  Lewis  8.  Backus 
et  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.    No.  10,983. 
ff  /VW3/S~ 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

L  Evidence:  Judicial  Notice  ok  Laws  op  Other  States:  Presump- 
tions. This  court  will  not  take  Judicial  notice  of  the  laws  of 
other  Bt.ites,  but,  in  the  absence  of  picadlnrr  and  proof  as  to  such 
laws,  wllf  presume  them  to  be  the  same  as  our  own. 

2.  Usury:  Penalty:  Presumptions.  As  the  statutes  of  this  state  do 
not  provide  for  forfeiture  of  the  whole  loan  or  avoidance  of  the 
whole  contract  in  case  of  usury,  or  impose  other  penalty,  but 
merely  limit  recovery  to  the  sum  actually  loaned,  such  presump- 
tion obtains  equally  in  cases  where  usury  Is  pleaded. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Clay  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.     Affirmed. 

Hurd  &  Spanogle  and  C.  M.  Elliott,  for  appellant. 

Thomas  E.  Matters,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

This  suit  was  brought  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  executed 
by  Backus  and  his  wife  to  appellant  to  secure  a  loan 
of  money.  Tbe  defendants  pleaded  usury.  The  reply 
admits  the  essential  facts  set  up  in  the  answer  but  alleges 
that  tbe  moneys  secured  were  payable  in  the  state  of 
New  York  and  that  the  transaction  was  made  with  refer- 
ence to  and  intended  to  be  governed  by  tbe  laws  of  that 
state.    The  district  court  rendered  a  decree  for  defendants 
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upon  the  pleadings.  We  are  much  inclined  to  think  that 
the  decision  in  the  case  of  Building  &  Loan  Association 
of  Dakota  v.  Bilan,  59  Neb.,  458,  ought  not  to  be  extended 
beyond  the  state  of  facts  there  involved,  and  that  in  a 
proper  case,  in  the  light  of  Bedford  v.  Eastern  Building 
£  Loan  Association,  181  U.  S.,  227,  88  Fed.  Rep.,  7; 
Bennett  v.  Eastern  Building  &  Ixtan  Association,  177  Pa. 
St.,  233,  35  Ail.  Rep.,  684,  and  Nickels  v.  People's  Build- 
ing, Loan  &  Savings  Association,  93  Va.,  380,  25  S.  E. 
Rep.,  8,  the  general  question  as  to  the  law  governing  such 
contracts  ought  to  be  reconsidered.  But  under  the  plead- 
ings in  this  case  we  are  clear  that  the  decree  should  be 
affirmed.  This  court  does  not  take  judicial  notice  of  the 
statutes  of  the  state  of  New  York.  The  laws  of  that  state 
are  not  pleaded,  and  even  if  we  concede  that  the  trans- 
action in  controversy  is  to  be  governed  thereby,  the 
result  would  be  the  same,  since,  in  the  absence  of  some 
showing  as  to  the  New  York  law  in  the  record,  we  will 
presume  it  to  be  the  same  as  our  own.  Welton  v.  Atkin- 
son, 55  Neb.,  674.  This  presumption  obtains  also  in  cases 
where  usury  is  alleged.  In  such  cases,  in  the  absence  of 
pleading  and  proof  of  the  foreign  law,  the  question  will 
be  determined  according  to  the  law  of  the  forum.  Craven 
v.  Bates,  96  Ga.,  78,  23  S.  E.  Rep.,  202;  Webb,  Usury, 
section  280.  It  is  true  there  is  no  such  presumption  where 
the  local  statute  prescribes  penalties  and  forfeitures. 
Balfour  v.  Davis,  14  Ore.,  47,  12  Pac.  Rep.,  89.  But  our 
statute  is  not  of  that  character.  It  does  not  avoid  the 
whole  contract  in  case  of  usury,  but  only  limits  recovery 
to  the  sum  actually  loaned.  Hence  there  is  no  reason 
for  refusing  to  presume  it  to  represent  the  law  in  force 
elsewhere.  Eubbcll  v.  Morristovm  Land  Co.,  95  Tenn., 
585,  32  S.  W.  Rep.,  965.  Judged  by  the  laws  of  this  state, 
the  loan  was  undoubtedly  usurious.  Building  &  Loan 
Association  of  Dakota  v.  Bilan,  59  Neb.,  458;  Interstate 
Savings  rf  Loan  Association  v.  Striae,  58  Neb.,  133. 
Hence,  whatever  view  we  might  take  as  to  the  law  by 
which  the  case  is  to  be  determined,  the  decree  must  stand. 
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We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

Oldham,  C,  concurring. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  reached  by  my  brother  Pound 
that  this  case  should  be  affirmed.  But  on  the  question 
as  to  whether  tbis  contract  should  be  construed  by  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  New  York  or  the  laws  of  the  state 
of  Nebraska  in  determining;  the  defense  of  usury  inter- 
posed I  adhere  firmly  to  the  views  I  recently  expressed  in 
the  simiiar  case  of  People's  Building,  Loan  &  Havings 
Association  v.  Shaffer,  63  Neb.,  573. 


People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  of 
Geneva,  New  York,  appellant,  v.  William  L.  CAR- 
BICKER  ET  AL.,  APPELLEES. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.    No.  10,984. 
Commissioner's  Opinion.    Department.  No.  S. 
Building  Mad  T-oan.  Associations:    Evidence:    Usury.     People's  Build 
ing.  Loan  &   Savings  Association   v.   Backus,  ante,  page  463,  fol- 
lowed in  a  case  of  the  same  nature. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Clay  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.     Affirmed. 

Leslie  G.  Burd,  for  appellant 

Thomas  S.  Matters,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This  case  is  of  the  same  nature  and  involves  the  same 
questions  in  all  respects  as  People's  Building,  Loan  & 
Savings  Association  v.  Backus,  ante,  page  463,  decided 
at  this  sitting.  For  reasons  assigned  in  the  opinion  in 
that  case,  it  is  recommended  that  the  decree  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
34 
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John  O.  Owens  et  al.,  appellee,  v.  City  of  South 
Omaha  et  al.,  Impleaded  with  John  M.  Shanahan', 
Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Cathekinb  Dbis- 
coll,  deceased,  appellant. 

John  M.  Shanahan,  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of 
Catherine  Driscoll,  Deceased,  v.  City  of  South 
Omaha  et  al. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.    Noa.  10,988.  10,989. 
Com  mi  u  loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Judgment   In  Action   Upon  a   Judgment:     Collateral  Attack  or 

First  Judgment  tor  Fraud.  A  Judgment  recovered  Jn  an  action 
upon  a  judgment,  can  not  be  collaterally  assailed  upon  the  ground 
that  the  last  mentioned  judgment  was  fraudulently  obtained. 

2.  Judgment  Against   Municipal  Corporation:     Cohclusivexess.     A 

judgment  against  a  municipal  corporation  is  equally  conclusive 
upon  the  city  and  its  taxpayers. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.  10J988  Reversed  and 
dismissed.    10J)89  Reversed  icith  direction*. 

T.  J.  Mahoiiey  and  J.  A.  G.  Kennedy,  for  appellant  and 
plaintiff  in  error. 

R.  B.  Montgomery,  contra. 

Ames,  O. 

These  causes  were  submitted  together  upon  oral  argu- 
ment and  brief,  on  behalf  of  the  appellant  and  plaintiff 
in  error,  Shanahan,  alone,  the  city  of  South  Omaha  and 
Owens  being  in  default  in  this  court.  In  accordance  with 
a  rule  heretofore  announced  by  this  court,  the  facts  dis- 
closed by  the  record  will  be  taken  to  be  such  as  they  are 
represented  to  be  by  the  brief.  Their  statement  is  some- 
what voluminous,  but  it  cannot  be  considerably  abridge! 
without  sacrifice  of  necessary  clearness  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  questions  of  law  involved.    The  two  cases  were 
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tried  together  in  the  court  below  and  both  disposed  of  on 
the  same  evidence.  The  bills  of  exceptions  are  exact 
duplicates  and  the  questions  involved-  in  both  cases  are 
identical,  and  for  these  reasons  both  will  be  disposed  of 
as  one  and  in  a  single  opinion. 

The  petition  in  case  No.  10,989  in  the  lower  court  was 
for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  levy  of  a  tax  by 
the  city  of  South  Omaha  upon  the  taxahle  property  within 
that  city  and  the  issuance  of  warrants  for  the  payment  of 
a  certain  judgment  rendered  in  the  district  court  for 
Douglas  county  on  the  11th  day  of  April,  1896,  in  favor 
of  one  Catherine  Driseoll  and  against  said  city  for  the 
sum  of  $2,500  and  costa.  The  petition  in  case  No.  10,988, 
in  which  John  O.  Owens  and  others  appear  as  plaintiffs 
and  appellees,  is  a  petition  filed  by  certau  alleged  tax- 
payers to  enjoin  the  levy  of  the  tax,  the  issuance  of  war- 
rants and  the  payment  of  the  same  judgment. 

The  pleadings  and  records  in  both  cases  show  that  prior 
to  the  11th  day  of  April,  1896,  there  was  pending  in  the 
district  court  for  Douglas  county  an  action  by  Catherine 
Driseoll  against  the  city  of  South  Omaha  to  recover  some 
$3,000  damages  on  account  of  a  personal  injury  Alleged 
to  have  been  sustained  by  the  reason  of  the  negligence  of 
the  city.  That  on  said  11th  day  of  April,  1896,  the 
defendant  in  said  action,  the  city  of  South  Omaha,  by  an 
attorney  specially  employed  by  the  mayor  and  city  council, 
and  specially  authorized  by  a  resolution  adopted  by  the 
mayor  and  city  council,  confessed  judgment  in  said  action 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  therein,  Catherine  Driseoll,  in 
the  sum  of  $2,500,  which  confession  of  judgment  wns  ac- 
cepted by  the  plaintiff.  That  in  a  very  short  time  after 
the  rendition  of  said  judgment  there  was  filed  in  said 
cause  an  assignment  of  said  judgment  from  Catherine 
Driseoll  to  one  Mary  G.  Madden.  That  shortly  nfier 
Catherine  Driseoll  died  intestate  and  that  John  M. 
Shanahan  was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
Catherine  Driseoll,  deceased,  and  duly  qualified  as  such 
administrator,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office. 
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That  after  the  appointment  of  said  Shanahan  as  such 
administrator  he  commenced  a  suit  in  equity  in  the  dis- 
trict court  for  Douglas  county  in  his  capacity  as  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate  of  Catherine  Driscoll,  deceased,  in 
which  suit  he  made  the  city  of  South  Omaha  and  Mary  G. 
Madden  parties  defendant,  and  in  which  suit  he  alleged 
that  the  assignment  of  the  judgment  against  the  city  of 
South  Omaha  from  Catherine  Driscoll  to  Mary  G.  Madden 
had  been  obtained  by  fraud  practiced  upon  said  Catherine 
Driscoll  by  her  attorney  in  collusion  with  said  Mary  G. 
Madden,  and  in  which  suit  he  prayed  that  said  assignment 
should  be  set  aside  and  cancelled  and  held  for  naught; 
that  the  city  should  be  enjoined  from  paying  said  judg- 
ment to  said  Mary  G.  Madden,  but  should  be  adjudged  and 
decreed  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  said  judgment  to  said 
Shanahan,  administrator.  In  this  suit  service  was  duly 
made  upon  the  city  of  South  Omaha  and  Mary  G.  Madden. 
The  suit  was  commenced  by  the  filing  of  the  petition 
therein  on  the  8th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1896.  On  the 
19th  day  of  October,  1896,  summons  was  returned  show- 
ing service  upon  the  city  of  Sonth  Omaha  by  service  upon 
its  mayor  made  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  1896,  and  also 
personal  service  upon  Mary  G.  Madden  on  the  same  date; 
that  suit  remained  pending  until  the  28th  day  of  October, 
1897,  when  a  decree  was  rendered  by  the  district  court 
adjudging  and  decreeing  that  the  city  of  South  Omaha 
should  pay  to  the  plaintiff  in  said  cause,  John  M.  Shana- 
han, in  his  capacity  as  administrator,  one-half  of  the  full 
amount  of  the  aforesaid  judgment  in  the  case  of  Catherine 
Driscoll  against  the  city  of  South  Omaha,  together  with 
interest  thereon.  In  this  equity  suit  the  city  of  South 
Omaha  made  no  appearance  whatever,  although  the  case 
was  pending  upon  the  docket  of  the  district  court  for 
more  than  a  year  after  sen-ice  was  made  upon  the  city. 
Mary  G.  Madden  appeared  and  filed  an  answer  reciting 
that  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  June,  1896,  she  had  sold  all 
her  right,  title  and  interest  in  the  judgment  to  Thomas 
Hoc  tor.    Thomas  Hocter  appeared  and  was  allowed  to  be 
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substituted  as  party  defendant  in  Hen  of  Mary  G.  Mad- 
den. He  alleged  the  purchase  of  the  judgment  from  Mary 
G,  Madden,  denied  all  the  plaintiff's  allegations  of  fraud 
in  respect  to  the  obtaining  of  the  assignment  from 
Catherine  Driseoll,  and  prayed  for  a  dismissal  of  plain- 
tiff's petition  and  for  general  equitable  relief.  After  the 
case  had  been  pending  for  more  than  a  year,  and  while 
the  city  had  wholly  failed  to  make  any  appearance  therein, 
the  plaintiff,  Shanahan,  administrator,  and  the  defend- 
ant, Hoctor,  by  a  stipulation  settled  the  controversy  as 
between  themselves  and  agreed  that  each  party  should 
take  one-half  of  the  judgment.  After  this  agreement  the 
court  entered  a  default  against  the  city  and  rendered  its 
decree  adjudging  amoug  other  things  as  above  stated 
that  the  city  should  pay  the  plaintiff  one-half  of  the  full 
amount  of  the  judgment,  together  with  interest,  and  the 
other  half  to  the  defendant,  Thomas  Hoctor.  From  this 
decree  no  appeal  was  ever  taken  and  no  proceedings  were 
lirought  to  vacate  it  or  to  attack  it  in  any  direct  form. 
Afterwards,  and  before  the  making  of  the  regular  levy 
of  taxes  for  the  year  1898,  Shanahan,  administrator,  and 
Hoctor,  in  his  individual  character,  made  demand  upon 
the  city  and  its  officials  to  levy  the  tax  necessary  to  pay 
the  judgment  and  to  issue  warrants  to  said  Shanahan  for 
one-half  thereof  and  to  pay  the  same.  This  demand  the 
city  authorities  failed  to  comply  with  and  thereafter,  on 
the  27th  of  February,  1899,  Shanahan,  administrator, 
commenced  in  the  district  court  of  Douglas  county  the 
mandamus  proceeding,  the  record  of  which  is  now  Ijeforc 
this  court  as  case  No.  10,989,  in  which  proceeding  he 
pleaded  that  the  city  of  South  Omaha  then  and  at  all 
of  the  times  named  in  said  petition  had  been  a  city  of  the 
first  class,  having  between  10,000  and  25,000  inhabitants. 
He  also  pleaded  the  official  capacity  of  the  Mayor  and 
variouR  members  of  the  city  council  and  the  city  clerk; 
rendition  of  the  judgment  in  favor  of  Catherine  Driecoll 
on  the  10th  day  of  April,  189fi,  for  $2,500;  the  filing  of 
the  assignment  of  the  judgment  to  Mary  G.  Madden;  the 
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bringing  and  prosecuting  to  final  decree  the  equity  suit 
r.gaiiist  the  city  of  South  Omaha  and  Mary  (3.  Madden, 
and  the  intervention  therein  of  Thomas  Doctor,  and  the 
entry  of  the  decree  in  said  suit  adjudging  said  Khanahan 
in  his  capacity  as  administrator  to  be  the  owner  of  and 
entitled  to  collect  one-half  of  the  said  judgment;  that 
said  decree  remains  wholly  unappealed  from  and  un- 
modified and  that  the  same  is  conclusive  upon  the  city 
of  .South  Omaha,  and  upon  said  Thomas  Hoctor,  and  the 
making  of  demand  upon  the  city  and  its  mayor  and 
council,  for  the  levy  of  a  tax  and  the  issuance  of  war- 
rants to  pay  the  said  judgment  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  said  decree.  The  petition  prayed  for  the 
issuance  of  a  writ  of  mandamus  compelling  the  levy 
of  said  tax,  the  issuance  of  warrants  and  the  payment 
of  said  judgment  according  to  the  terms  of  the  decree  in 
the  equity  case.  Upon  this  petition  being  filed  an  alter- 
native writ  issued  commanding  the  said  officials  by  name 
and  in  their  official  capacity  to  provide  for  the  said  judg- 
ment or  to  show  cause,  if  any  there  be,  why  a  peremptory 
writ  of  mandamus  should  not  issue.  The  city  officials 
appeared  and  filed  an  answer  in  the  mandamus  proceed- 
ing in  which  they  admitted  the  corporate  character  of  the 
city  and  the  official  capacities  of  the  various  defendants, 
the  rendition  of  the  judgment  in  favor  of  Catherine  Dris- 
coll  on  the  10th  of  April,  189fi,  and  the  assignment  of  said 
judgment  to  Mary  G.  Madden.  They  also  admitted  the 
rendition  of  the  decree  in  favor  of  Shanahan,  adminis- 
trator, in  the  equity  suit  brought  by  him  to  set  aside  the 
assignment  and  compel  payment  to  himself,  and  admitted 
that  said  decree  is  in  full  force,  unappealed  from  and 
unmodified,  hut  denied  that  it  is  binding  upon  tile  city 
on  the  grounds  that  the  original  judgment  against  the 
city  in  favor  of  Catherine  Driscoll  was  obtained  by  fraud, 
and  that  the  decree  in  the  equity  case  adjudging  one-half 
of  the  judgment  to  be  paid  to  Shanahan,  administrator, 
was  also  obtained  by  fraud  and  before  said  ease  had  come 
on  for  hearing  before  the  court.    There  is  no  evidence  in 
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support  of  this  latter  objection.  At  the  time  of  filing  the 
answer  in  the  mandamus  case  the  citj  attorney  of  South 
Omaha  presented  and  filed  the  petition  of  Owens  and 
others,  against  the  city  and  its  officials  and  Shanahan, 
administrator,  seeking  to  enjoin  the  payment  of  the  Dris- 
coll  judgment,  which  petition  alleged  the  same  grounds 
of  fraud  both  in  respect  to  the  original  judgment  against 
the  city  and  the  decree  in  the  equity  case  requiring  the 
city  to  pay  one-half  of  the  judgment  to  Slianahan  and 
sought  to  have  both  the  judgment  in  the  law  action  and 
the  decree  in  the  equity  case  held  for  naught  and  payment 
of  the  judgment  perpetually  enjoined.  As  soon  as  this 
petition  in  the  injunction  case  was  filed,  Shanahan,  ad- 
ministrator, answered,  denying  the  allegations  of  fraud 
in  respect  to  the  obtaining  of  both  of  the  judgments,  and 
without  waiting  for  answer  day,  by  agreement  of  the 
parties,  the  mandamus  case  and  the  injunction  case  were 
tried  together  and  decided  at  the  same  time,  the  result 
being  that  the  court  entered  a  decree  in  the  injunction  case 
enjoining  payment  and  dismissed  the  mandamus  proceed- 
ing denying  the  writ.  To  reverse  these  two  judgments 
the  cases  are  brought  here,  one  upon  appeal  and  one  upon 
petition  in  error. 

The  only  question' which  we  think  it  is  necessary  to 
consider  or  decide  is,  whether  the  city  of  South  Omaha 
and  its  taxpayers  were  bound  by  the  decree  of  October, 
1897,  in  the  case  of  Shanahan,  Administrator,  v.  The  City. 
The  petition  in  that  case  pleaded  the  judgment  rendered 
in  favor  of  Mrs.  Driscoll,  and  made  that  judgment  the 
basis  or  cause  of  action  in  the  equity  suit.  It  also  alleged 
the  assignment  to  Madden  and  charged  that  that  assign- 
ment was  procured  by  fraud.  It  then  prayed  that  the 
assignment  be  set  aside;  that  the  city  be  adjudged  and 
decreed  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  judgment  to  the 
plaintiff  in  his  capacity  as  administrator;  that  he  recover 
costs  and  have  such  other  and  further  relief  as  he  may 
be  in  law  and  in  equity  entitled  to.  There  was  due  serv- 
ice of  summons  and  the  case  remained  pending  for  more 
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than  a  year  before  it  was  disposed  of.  The  decree,  among 
other  things,  provided: 

"It  is  further  considered,  adjudged  and  decreed  by  the 
court  that  the  said  defendant,  the  city  of  South  Omaha, 
pay  to  the  plaintiff  herein  in  his  capacity  aa  administrator, 
or  to  such  assignee  of  the  plaintiff,  as  the  county  court 
of  Douglas  county  may,  by  proper  order  of  distribution 
of  the  assets  of  the  estate  of  said  Catherine  Driscoll, 
direct  and  order,  one-half  of  the  full  amount  of  the 
aforesaid  judgment  in  the  said  case  of  Catherine  Driscoll 
v.  The  City  of  South  Omaha,  together  with  legal  interest 
thereon  from  the  date  of  the  rendition  of  the  judgment." 
■  Whether  there  was  or  was  not  fraud  in  the  obtaining  of 
the  original  judgment  in  the  law  action  is  not  open  to 
inquiry  if  the  decree  in  Shanahan  v.  South  Omaha  is 
valid.  In  this  equity  suit  of  Shanahan  v.  South  Omaha 
the  cause  of  action  was  the  previons  judgment  obtained 
in  the  law  action,  and  that  was  the  only  cause  of  action  as 
between  Shanahan  and  the  city.  Shanahan's  cause  of 
action  as  against  the  assignee  of  the  judgment  was  the 
fraud  practiced  in  obtaining  the  assignment,  but  as  be- 
tween him  and  the  city  the  sole  and  only  cause  of  action 
was  the  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of  Catherine  Driscoll, 
and  his  sole  prayer  was  that  the  city  be  decreed  to  pay 
him  that  judgment.  Upon  elementary  principles,  the  judg- 
ment in  the  law  action  was  thereby  merged  in  the  decree. 

In  Freeman,  Judgments  [4th  ed.],  section  215,  the  rule 
is  thus  stated :  "The  entry  of  a  judgment  or  decree  es- 
tablishes, in  the  most  conclusive  manner,  and  reduces  to 
the  most  authentic  form,  that  which  had  hitherto  been 
unsettled,  and  which  had,  in  all  probabilitv,  depended  for 
its  settlement  upon  destructible  and  uncertain  evidence. 
The  cause  of  action  thus  established  and  permanently 
attested  is  said  to  merge  into  the  judgment  establishing 
it,  upon  the  same  principle  that  a  simple  contract  merges 
into  a  specialty."  The  same  author  in  section  216  Bays: 
"A  judgment  is  extinguished  when,  being  used  as  a  cause 
of  action,  it  grows  into  another  judgment." 
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In  Herman,  Estoppel  and  Res  Judicata,  page  279,  sec- 
tion 244,  the  author  states  the  rule  thus:  "A  judgment 
extinguishes  the  demand,  and  if  a  plaintiff  bring  two 
actions  for  the  same  cause  a  judgment  in  one  is  a  bar  to 
the  other,  and  is  conclusive  in  any  future  litigation  of 
the  same  question  between  the  parties  and  those  claiming 
under  them,  whether  the  question  arises  either  directly 
or  indirectly  or  collaterally  in  such  subsequent  litigation, 
provided  the  question  of  estoppel  is  brought  before  the 
court  in  the  proper  form ;  and  it  makes  no  difference  in 
this  respect  that  the  object  of  the  first  suit  was  different 
from  the  second.  A  judgment  against  the  defendant  for 
the  amount  of  a  note  or  claim  for  goods  sold,  etc.,  bars 
an  action  for  fraud  in  obtaining  the  note  or  goods."  The 
same  author  at  page  562,  section  468,  states  that  a  judg- 
ment agreed  upon  as  the  result  of  a  compromise  has  the 
same  binding  effect  as  one  resulting  from  litigation  eon- 
tested  to  the  end  and  that  such  judgment  is  a  bar  to  any 
subsequent  attempt  to  reopen  the  matter  in  litigation. 
Again  at  page  44,  section  52,  he  says:  "When  judgment 
is  taken  by  default,  the  adjudication  will  be  conclusive 
of  the  existence  and  validity  of  the  right  or  demand  for 
which  suit  is  brought. .  A  judgment  by  default  regularly 
entered  is  as  binding  as  any  other,  so  far  as  respects  the 
power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  declaring  that  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover,  though  in  some  cases  the 
amount  to  be  recovered  must  be  afterwards  ascertained 
by  jury." 

In  ('orcorcre  v.  Canal  Co.,  94  U.  8.,  741,  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  held  that  where  a  party  has 
an  opportunity  to  make  a  defense  the  decree  of  the  court 
is  conclusive  upon  him  upon  every  defense  that  he  might 
have  made  to  the  matters  alleged  against  him. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  further  authorities  upon  a 
proposition  so  elementary.  When  the  suit  of  Shanahan 
against  the  city  of  South  Omaha  was  commenced  in  the 
fall  of  1896  the  basis  of  the  relief  sought  was  the  judg- 
ment previously  rendered  in  favor  of  Mrs.  Driscoll,  and 
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it  was  so  alleged  in  the  petition.  The  relief  sought  was 
a  decree  directing  its  payment  to  Shanahan,  adminis- 
trator. The  petition  and  summons  advised  defendants 
therein  that  the  plaintiff  was  asking  a  decree  requiring 
the  city  to  pay  the  judgment  to  him.  The  validity  of  the 
judgment  was  thereby  made  matter  of  issue  between  the 
plaintiff  and  the  city.  If  there  was  any  reason,  grounded 
on  fraud,  on  account  ,of  which  the  judgment  could  have 
been  attacked  and  held  invalid,  the  city  should  have  made 
answer  to  Shanahan's  petition  aod  questioned  the  legality 
of  the  judgment,  and  sought  to  have  it  avoided  as  being 
obtained  by  fraud.  Instead  of  doing  so  the  city  made 
no  appearance  whatever.  Its  failure  to  appear  was  its 
own  neglect.  There  iB  no  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
the  decree  was  taken  by  any  fraudulent  or  unfair  means. 
The  decree  was  according  to  the  allegations  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  and  that  decree  forever  after  bound  the  city 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  original  judgment  and  cut  off  all 
defense  based  upon  any  fraud  perpetrated  in  obtaining  it. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  the  judgment  is  equally 
conclusive  upon  the  city  and  its  taxpayers.  A  judgment 
against  a  municipal  corporation  would  be  of  no  value, 
if  matters  of  defense  to  the  action,  which  were  available 
to  the  city  before  its  rendition,  might  be  relitigated  at 
the  suit  of  individuals.  In  Herman,  Estoppel  and  Res 
Judicata,  page  166,  section  155,  the  rule  is  thus  stated: 

"So  where  a  judgment  has  been  rendered  against  a 
municipal  corporation  upon  coupons  or  for  any  other 
valid  claim,  and  proceedings  are  commenced  by  man- 
damus to  compel  the  levy  of  a  tax  to  pay  the  judgment, 
the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  on  which  the  judgment 
was  rendered  or  the  validity  of  the  judgment  can  not  be 
contested  in  answering  to  the  rule  to  show  cause  why  a 
mandamus  should  not  issue.  The  only  way  in  which  ir- 
regularities can  be  taken  advantage  of  is  by  appeal.  No 
taxpayer  can  prevent  the  levy  of  such  tax,  and  relitigate 
the  matters  adj^'licated  in  such  action  against  the  cor- 
poration." 
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It  is  recommended  that  the  judgments  in  both  cases  be 
reversed  and  that  the  suit  of  John  O.  Owens  v.  The  City 
of  South  Omaha  and  John  II.  Shanahan  and  others,  gen- 
eral No.  10,988,  of  this  court,  be  dismissed  and  the  suit  of 
John  M.  Shanahan,  Administrator,  v.  The  City  of  South 
Omaha  and  others,  general  No.  10,989,  of  this  court,  be 
remanded  to  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county  with 
instructions  to  grant  a  writ  a  mandamus  as  prayed. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgments  in  both  cases  are  reversed  and  the  suit 
at  John  0.  Otcen-s  v.  The  City  of  South  Omaha  and  others, 
general  No.  10,988,  of  this  court,  is  dismissed,  and  the 
suit  of  John  M.  Shanahan,  Administrator,  v.  Tlie  City  of 
South  Omaha  and  others,  general  No.  10,989,  of  this  court, 
is  remanded  to  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county  with 
instructions  to  grant  a  writ  of  mandamus  as  prayed. 

10.988  Reversed  and  dismissed. 

10.989  Reversed  with  directions. 


John  Dodd,  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Hannah 
Dodd,  Deceased,  v.  Joe  Skelton. 

Filed  F&bbuaky  6,  1902.    No.  10.991. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

L  Witnesses:  Testimony  of  Pabty  in  Interest:  Statutes.  Section 
329.  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  does  not  prohibit  a  party  to  the 
suit,  or  one  having  a  direct  legal  Interest  In  the  result  thereof, 
from  testifying  to  transactions  or  conversations  relevant  to  the 
issues,  had  with  the  agent  of  a  deceased  person. 

2.  Oral  Contract  to  Pay  Part  of  the  Pries  of  Land:  Validity.  An 
oral  agreement  by  the  grantee  to  pay  part  of  the  consideration 
agreed  on  as  the  purchase  price  of  land  sold,  to  a  third  party, 
may  be  enforced  by  the  party  for  whose  benefit  It  was  made. 

Error    from    the    district    court    for    Custer    county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J,     Affirmed. 
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J.  R.  Dean,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
Hotcomb  Bros.,  contra. 

Duffie,  C. 

December  9,  1897,  Joe  Skelton  filed  a  claim  against  the 
estate  of  Hannah  C.  Dodd  for  $32.20,  interest  paid  on  a 
certain  mortgage,  and  $7.15,  money  loaned.  This  claim 
was  allowed  by  the  county  conrt,  and  an  appeal  was 
taken  to  the  district  court  where  judgment  was  entered 
for  the  sum  of  $46.  Prom  this  judgment  the  adminis- 
trator has  taken  error  to  this  court,  his  objection  being 
only  to  the  allowance  of  the  item  for  interest  paid. 

The  record  discloses  that  W.  A.  Skelton,  a  brother  of 
the  defendant  in  error,  was  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  Custer  county.  Charlotte  C.  Johnson  had  a  first 
mortgage,  and  Hannah  C.  Dodd,  the  decedent,  was  the 
owner  of  a  second  mortgage  on  this  land.  The  defendant 
in  error  advanced  the  money,  $32.20,  to  pay  one  of  .the 
maturing  coupons  on  the  Johnson  mortgage.  The  claim 
filed  shows  this  payment  to  have  been  made  May  2,  1892, 
and  the  district  court  so  found,  or  at  least  interest  from 
that  date  was  allowed  on  the  amount,  but  we  are  satisfied 
that  this  is  not  the  correct  date,  as  the  deed,  to  which 
reference  will  hereafter  be  made,  is  dated  November  6, 
1891,  and  was  filed  for  record  the  14th  day  of  the  same 
month.  At  the  date  of  the  deed  above  referred  to,  W.  A. 
Skelton  deeded  the  mortgaged  premises  to  Mrs.  Dodd, 
the  plaintiff  in  error  acting  for  her  in  the  transaction, 
and  it  is  claimed  as  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  said 
conveyance,  Mrs.  Dodd  was  to  repay  to  the  defendant  in 
error  the  amount  paid  by  him  as  interest  on  the  Johnson 
mortgage. 

W.  A.  Skelton  and  his  wife  both  testify  that  when  the 
deed  was  made  John  Dodd,  who,  as  before  stated,  con- 
ducted the  business  for  his  mother,  agreed  to  pay  this 
interest.  Objection  is  made  that  these  witnesses  are  in- 
competent under  section  329  of  our  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
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cedure.  We  think  the  objection  is  not  well  taken.  The 
provison  of  section  329,  while  it  prohibits  a  party  from 
testifying  in  certain  cases  to  a  personal  transaction  with 
a  deceased  person,  does  not  extend  to  transactions  with 
the  agent  of  such  person.    Pratt  w.  Elhitu,  80  N.  Y.,  198. 

It  is  further  objected  that  the  defendant  in  error  paid 
this  interest  by  way  of  gift  to  his  brother.  While  defend- 
ant in  error  testified  that  he  did  not  expect  his  brother 
would  repay  the  money  so  advanced  by  him,  we  can  not 
say  from  the  evidence  that  it  was  given  and  accepted  as  a 
gift;  nor  do  we  think,  even  conceding  that  to  be  the  case, 
that  it  would  relieve  the  estate,  of  which  plaintiff  in  error 
is  administrator,  from  carrying  out  an  express  agreement 
made  by  the  decedent  through  her  agent  to  repay  it. 

It  is  further  objected  that  the  agency  of  John  Dodd  is 
not  established  by  any  competent  testimony.  The  testi- 
mony of  W.  A.  Skelton  relating  to  this  question  was,  we 
think,  incompetent,  as  the  money  was  advanced  for  him 
and  he  would  be  liable  for  its  repayment;  but  the  circum- 
Btances  of  the  case  are  sufficient  to  establish  such  agency. 
The  deed  was  accepted  and  placed  of  record,  and,  as  we 
understand,  the  estate  now  claims  the  benefit  of  the  con- 
veyance. Certainly,  Mrs.  Dodd  could  not  have  the  benefit 
of  the  conveyance  without  payment  of  the  consideration 
for  which  it  was  made. 

The  defendant  in  error  was  allowed  to  testify  that 
Mrs.  Dodd  had  not  repaid  him  the  amount  of  interest  for 
which  the  claim  is  made.  Plaintiff  in  error  complains  of 
this  and  insists  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
above  referred  to,  such  evidence  is  made  incompetent,  and 
that  testimony  negativing  a  transaction  with  a  deceased 
person  is  as  clearly  within  the  statute  as  that  in  affirma- 
tion thereof.  This  may  be  true,  but  whether  so  or  not  can 
make  no  difference  in  this  case,  as  the  error,  if  error  it  was, 
was  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff  in 
error.  Payment  is  an  affirmative  defense,  and  the  burden 
was  on  the  deferdant  in  error  to  establish  it.  That  in- 
competent evidence  was  admitted  to  establish  a  fact  which 
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the  law  presumes  to  exist  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence 
is  not  reversible  error.  Lcrche  v.  Brasiier,  104  N.  Y.,  161 ; 
In  re  Brown's  Estate,  60  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  659. 

The  agreement  is  not  within  the  statute  of  frauds. 
When  Mrs.  Dodd  took  a  conveyance  of  this  land,  she 
simply  agreed  to  pay  a  part  of  the  consideration  to  Joe 
Skelton,  instead  of  to  W.  A.  Skelton,  her  grantor. 

We  recommend  the  affirmance  of  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


ALamandbb  Cornell,  appellee,  v.  Susan  Kimb  et  al., 
appellants. 

Filed  Febbiiaby  6,  1902.    No.  10,999, 

Com  m  las!  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Mechanics'  Liens:  Limitation  of  Actions:  Presumptions.  Where  the 
Items  constituting  a  mechanic's  lien  show  that  more  than  four 
months  have  Intervened  between  the  dates  of  performing  the  ser- 
vice or  furnishing  the  material  It  raises  the  presumption  that  the 
work  was  performed  or  the  materials  were  furnished  under 
separate  contracts,  but  this  presumption  Is  overcome  by  proof 
that  there  was  but  one  contract  covering  the  whole. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Box  Butte  county. 
Tried  below  before  Westover,  J.    Affirmed. 

R.  C.  Noleman,  for  appellants. 

W.  O.  Simonson,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

Alamander  Cornell  commenced  this  suit  in  the  district 
court  for  Box  Butte  county  to  foreclose  a  mechanic's  lien 
which  he  claimed  upon  lot  2  in  block  11,  in  the  city  of 
Alliance.  Susan  Kime  and  her  husband,  Joseph  A.  Kime, 
were  made  defendants.  A  trial  was  had  to  the  court 
resulting  in  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the 
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sum  of  ?S1. 20  and  costs  of  suit,  and  decreeing  that  the 
premises  be  sold  to  satisfy  the  judgment.  To  reverse  this 
judgment  the  defendants  have  brought  the  case  to  this 
court  by  appeal. 

The  record  shows  that  on  or  about  August  1,  1895,  the 
plaintiff  entered  into  a  verbal  contract  with  Susan  Kime 
to  paper  and  paint  a  dwelling-house  owned  by  her  situ- 
ated upon  lot  2  in  block  11  in  the  city  of  Alliance.  The 
contract  provided  that  the  plaintiff  was  to  receive  for  his 
services  the  usual  and  customary  prices  paid  for  the 
character  of  the  work  he  agreed  to  perform.  The  paper- 
ing and  the  inside  painting  was  to  be  completed  at  once ; 
the  time  of  completing  the  outside  work  was  left  largely 
to  the  convenience  of  plaintiff,  no  time  being  agreed  upon. 
Pursuant  to  this  contract  the  plaintiff  commenced  work 
and  finished  the  papering  August  20,  1895,  and  continued 
to  perform  services  under  the  contract  at  various  inter- 
vals from  said  date  up  to  and  including  July  15,  1897, 
when  the  last  item  of  work  was  performed.  On  Novem- 
ber 13,  1897,  the  plaintiff  filed  with  the  county  clerk  of 
Box  Butte  county,  a  mechanic's  lien  against  said  lot  as 
the  property  of  Susan  Kime  and  claimed  a  balance  due 
under  said  contract  of  $70.65.  This  claim  for  lien  was 
duly  sworn  to  and  complied  with  all  the  formalities  of 
the  statute  to  render  it  a  valid  and  subsisting  lien  upon 
the  premises.  The  items  of  serrice  as  shown  by  the  lien 
indicate  that  nothing  was  done  from  September,  1895,  to 
January  11,  1890,  and  from  that  date  there  is  an  hiatus  of 
rime  to  July  15, 1897,  on  which  date  the  plaintiff  finished 
painting  230  yards,  amounting  to  $32. 

Appellants  insist  that  as  more  than  four  months  elapsed 
from  the  date  of  the  furnishing  of  the  last  item  of  labor 
and  that  previously  rendered,  that  a  lien  will  not  attach 
for  the  items  preceding  the  hiatus.  This  contention 
would  be  good  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  record 
shows  affirmatively  by  the  testimony  of  both  plaintiff  and 
defendants  that  the  services  rendered  were  performed 
under    one    contract.      When  the    items    constituting    a 


480  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Finney  V.  Gallop. 

mechanic's  lien  show  that  more  than  four  months  have 
intervened  between  the  dates  of  performing  the  service 
or  furnishing  the  material  it  raises  the  presumption  that 
the  work  was  performed  or  the  materials  were  furnished 
under  separate  contracts,  hut  this  presumption  is  over- 
come by  proof  that  there  was  but  one  contract  covering 
the  whole. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kiekpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


James  B.  Finney,  appellant,  v.  Abner  D.  Gallop  et 

AL.,  APPELLEES. 

Fran  Febbuakt  6,  1902.    No.  11,000. 

Commissioner 'a  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Bet-Off:  Deqt  Dub  Pabtotck  as  Aoatnst  Partnership  Debt:  At- 
tobneyb'  Libss.  O.  obtained  Judgment  against  the  Una  of  C.  £ 
F.  for  eight  hundred  dollars.  On  the  rendition  of  the  Judgment, 
W.  and  P.,  attorneys  for  G.,  Bled  their  claim  for  an  attorneys'  lien 
on  the  Judgment  and  gave  notice  thereof.  Afterwards,  F.,  one  of 
the  partners,  commenced  an  action  against  O.  on  a  note  made  to 
him  by  G.,  alleging  that  both  C,  the  other  member  of  the  Arm,  and 
Q.,  the  judgment  creditor,  were  Insolvent,  and  that  he  alone  waa 
responsible.  He  asked  that  any  Judgment  entered  against  O.  on 
the  note  might  be  set  off  against  the  Judgment  entered  in  favor  of 
Q.  against  C.  ft  F.  W.  and  P.  intervened  and  asked  that  their 
attorneys'  Hen  be  protected.  Held,  That  to  the  extent  of  their.  Hen 
the  attorneys  should  be  protected  and  that  to  that  extent  the 
sot-off  could  not  be  allowed. 

Appeal  from    the  district  court   for  Cherry    county. 
Tried  below  before  Kinkaid,  J.    Affirmed. 

L.  E.  Alder,  for  appellant 

C.  Patterson  and  W.  W.  Wood,  contra. 
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January  12,  1898,  Abner  D.  Gallop  commenced  an  ac- 
tion in  the  district  court  for  Sheridan  county,  Nebraska, 
to  recover  from  Carter  &  Finney,  a  partnership,  the  sum 
of  93,884,  damages  claimed  to  have  been  suffered  by  him 
in  consequence  of  the  diseased  condition  of  a  flock  of  sheep 
alleged  to  have  been  sold  to  him  by  said  partnership.  A 
trial  of  the  case  resulted  in  a  judgment  against  the  de- 
fendant partnership  for  $800.  On  rendition  of  the  judg- 
ment, W.  W.  Wood  and  C.  Patterson,  the  attorneys  who 
conducted  the  case  for  the  plaintiff,  filed  a  claim  for  an 
attorneys'  lien  for  services  rendered  in  that  action  in  the 
sum  of  $250  each.  Gallop  did  not  pay  cash  on  his  pur- 
chase of  the  sheep,  but  executed  his  note  to  James  B. 
Finney  alone,  for  the  sum  of  $1,725,  the  agreed  price,  and 
secured  the  same  by  chattel  mortgage  on  the  flock.  One  of 
the  issues  in  that  action  was  the  existence  of  a  partner- 
ship between  Carter  and  Finney.  This  issue  was  found 
against  the  defendant,  and,  as  before  said,  judgment  went 
against  the  partnership. ' 

September  14,  1898,  James  B.  Finney  commenced  this 
action  in  equity  in  the  district  court  for  Cherry  county, 
making  Abner  D.  Gallop  the  sole  party  defendant.  In 
bis  petition  he  set  out  the  note  made  to  him  by  Gallop  and 
asked  for  judgment  thereon.  He  alleged  that  at  the  date 
of  the  note  he  sold  to  Gallop  1,150  lambs  for  the  agreed 
price  of  $1,725,  for  which  the  note  in  suit  was  given.  His 
petition  further  recites  the  bringing  of  the  suit  in  Sheri- 
dan county  by  Gallop,  the  recovery  of  a  judgment  by 
Gallop,  in  the  sum  of  $800,  against  Carter  &  Finney, 
and  alleges  that  both  Carter  and  Gallop  are  wholly  in- 
solvent, and  that  the  judgment  in  favor  of  Gallop  will 
have  to  be  paid,  by  himself.  He,  therefore,  asks  the  court 
to  set  off  so  much  of  any  judgment  that  may  be  entered 
against  Gallop  on  the  note  in  suit,  against  the  judgment 
entered  in  Gallop's  favor  against  Carter  &  Finney. 
Wood  and  Patterson  intervened  in  the  action,  setting  up 
35 
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their  attorney's  lien,  and  denying  the  right  of  Finney  to 
set  off  any  judgment  he  may  obtain  against  Gallop,  ex- 
cept for  the  excess  remaining  after  the  payment  of  their 
attorney  feea.  A  decree  was  entered  giving  Finney 
judgment  against  Gallop  for  the  sum  of  $1,262.30,  and 
finding  that  W.  W.  Wood  and  C.  Patterson  each  had  a 
valid  claim  against  the  judgment  in  favor  of  Gallop 
against  Garter  &  Finney  in  the  sum  of  $260.18,  and  di- 
recting that  after  deducting  the  claim  and  lien  of  Wood  and 
Patterson  that  the  residue  of  the  $800  judgment  in  favor 
of  Gallop,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $312.18,  be  paid  and 
satisfied  by  setting  off  against  the  same  an  equal  amount 
of  the  judgment  entered  in  favor  of  Finney  in  this  action. 

The  appellant  urges  with  much  earnestness  that  the 
judgments  which  he  wishes  to  off-set  one  against  the 
other  arose  out  of  the  same  transaction,  and  that  the  ex- 
istence of  an  attorney's  Hen  against  the  $800  judgment 
in  favor  of  Gallop  does  not  stand  in  the  way  of  giving 
him  this  right.  We  are  not  inclined  to  agree  with  this 
contention.  Gallop's  cause  of  action  against  Carter  & 
Finney  sounded  in  tort,  and  even  if  the  note  executed  by 
Gallop  in  payment  for  the  sheep  was  owned  by  the  part- 
nership, it  could  not,  under  section  104  of  our  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  have  been  used  as  a  set-off  in'  that  case. 
That  section  is  as  follows:  "A  set-off  can  only  1*  pleaded 
in  an  action  founded  on  contract,  and  must  be  a  cause  of 
action  arising  upon  contract,  or  ascertained  hv  the  de- 
cision of  the  court."  Much  less  could  the  note  be  set  off 
against  Gallop's  claim  against  the  partnership,  it  not  !>e- 
ing  a  claim  against  him  in  favor  of  the  partnership,  but 
in  favor  of  Finney,  one  of  the  individual  members  thereof. 
Until  Gallop's  note  was  reduced  to  judgment,  therefore,  it 
could  not  he  used  as  a  set -off  at  all;  and  we  are  not  cer- 
tain  that  a  judgment  existing  in  favor  of  an  individual 
member  of  a  partnership  mnv  he  used  as  a  set-off  against 
a  demand  held  by  a  thin,  party  against  a  partnership. 

Again,  in  Hire  v.  Day,  33  Neb.,  204,  it  was  held  that 
"The  lien  of  an  attorney  upon  a  judgment  obtained  by 
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him  to  the  extent  of  his  reasonable  fees  and  disburse- 
ments, is  paramount  to  any  rights  of  the  parties  in  the 
action  or  to  any  set-off."  It  is  insisted  that  this  holding 
is  shaken,  if  not  overruled,  in  Field  v.  Maxwell,  44  Neb., 
900.  We  do  not  think  that  the  two  cases  in  anywise 
conflict  In  the  latter  case  it  was  held  that  the  lien  of  an 
attorney  could  not  take  precedence  of  a  set-off  pleaded  in 
the  same  action.  In  other  words,  that  the  lien  of  an  at- 
torney extends  only  to  the  judgment  actually  recovered, 
and  does  not  prevent  a  defendant  when  sued  from  assert- 
ing a  set-off  which  he  may  hold  against  the  plaintiff  in  the 
action.  The  theory  of  the  case  is  that  the  attorney's  Hen 
shall  not  be  interposed  to  prevent  the  defendant  from 
setting  up  and  receiving  the  benefit  of  any  legal  set-off 
which  he  may  hold  against  the  plaintiff  at  the  date  of  the 
trial.  When  the  balance  is  struck  between  the  plaintiff 
and  defendant  and  it  is  ascertained  that  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  a  judgment,  the  attorney  may  claim  and  en- 
force a  lien  for  his  services  upon  the  balance  due  his  client 
and  for  which  judgment  is  entered.  But  no  claim  for  au 
attorney's  lien  can  prevent  the  defendant  from  obtaining 
the  benefit  of  any  jnst  demand  he  may  have  against  the 
plaintiff  and  which  may  properly  be  set  off  against  the 
plaintiff's  demand  in  the  same  action.  But,  if  the  de- 
fendant does  not  wish  to  assert  a  counter-claim  which  he 
holds  against  the  plaintiff,  and  does  not  care  to  reduce 
the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  by  that  amount,  he  can  not, 
after  the  entry  of  judgment  against  him,  interfere  with 
the  lien  of  the  attorney  for  services  in  that  action,  or  pre- 
vent its  enforcement  by  an  independent  action  brought 
to  enforce  a  demand  which  could  have  been  used  as  a  set- 
off in  the  former  suit  As  was  said  in  Marshall  v.  Meech, 
61  N.  T.,  140,  "To  the  amount  of  such*  lien,  the  attorney 
is  to  be  deemed  an  equitable  assignee  of  the  judgment" 
Wood  and  Patterson  in  this  case,  by  their  liens  properly 
taken,  became,  to  the  extent  of  their  claims,  the  equitable 
assignees  of  the  judgment  against  Carter  &  Finney  ip 
favor  of  Gallop.    Their  rights  as  such  were  vested  when 
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their  liens  were  perfected,  and  can  not  be  interfered  with 
by  any  proceedings  thereafter  taken  by  Carter  &  Finney 
or  either  member  of  that  partnership,  in  the  assertion 
of  claims  held  by  them  or  either  of  them  against  Gallop. 
The  decree  of  the  district  court  was  right,  and  we  recom- 
mend that  it  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albebt,  CO.,  concur. 


The  Northwestebn  College  of  Napbbtille,  Illinois, 

APPELLEE,    T.    JESSIE    R.    ShBEOE    BT    AL.,    IMPLEADED 

wth  Saeah  A.  McDonald,  appellant. 

Filed  Febkuakt  6,  1902.    No.  11,008. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  L 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Filing  Copt  of  Appraisal:   The  filing  with 

the  clerk  of  the  court  of  a  substantially  correct  copy  of  appraise- 
ment of  real  estate  for  a  judicial  sale.  Is  sufficient 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:     Sheriff's  Return:     Time  or   Fumo  Copt 

op  Apwiaih.vl.  The  fact  that  a  copy  of  appraisement  was  not  filed 
until  the  day  following  the  one  on  which  It  was  made  does  not  of 
itself  show  that  the  sheriff's  return,  that  he  filed  It  forthwith,  Is 
incorrect 
I.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Sheriff's  Retuhn:  Materiality  of  Pen- 
lisheb'b  Affidavit.  Where  the  sheriff's  return  of  a  sale  shows 
a  sufficient  notice  and  Is  not  denied,  the  fact  that  the  printer's 
affidavit  was  made  before  notice  was  complete  and  falls  to  state 
fully  the  facts  as  to  a  legal  publication,  Is  not  material. 

Appeal   from    the  district   conrt  for    Phelps    county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.    Affirmed. 

A.  J.  Bhaferj  for  appellant. 

Ed  P.  Smith  and  W.  P.  Hall,  contra. 

Hastings,  O. 

The  reasons  for  refusing  confirmation  and  setting  aside 
the  sale  ni-ged  by  appellant,  who  brings  this  case  to  re- 
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verse  a  confirmation  of  the  sale,  are :  1,  that  a  copy  of  the 
appraisement  was  not  filed  before  the  sale;  2,  that  notice 
was  not  given  as  required  by  law ;  3,  that  notice  was  not 
published  for  thirty  days  before  sale,  and,  4,  that  affidavit 
of  publication  was  made  before  thirty  days  of  publication 
had  run. 

The  first  objection  rests  on  the  fact  that  in  the  original 
appraisal,  the  interest  of  "defendants"  is  stated  to  be 
valued  and  in  the  copy  the  interest  of  "J.  K.  Shreck  et  al., 
defendants"  is  mentioned,  the  difference  consisting  of  the 
insertion  of  the' words,  "J.  R.  Shreck  et  al."  in  the  copy 
before  the  word  "defendants."  It  is  further  urged  that 
the  copy  was  not  filed  until  the  day  following  the  ap- 
praisement. Neither  of  these  objections  seems  good.  The 
appraisement  is  simply  to  establish  a  minimum  price  below 
which  the  land  may  not  be  sold.  The  copy  is  for  the  in- 
formation of  parties  and  bidders,  and  is  filed  for  their 
convenience  and  to  enable  objections  to  be  made,  if  it  is 
irregular  and  prejudicial  to  anyone's  rights,  without  the 
necessity  of  looking  up  the  sheriff.  A  substantially  cor- 
rect copy  is  all  that  is  needed  and  that  appears  in  this  case. 
The  return  of  the  sh;  riff  shows  that  the  copy  was  "forth- 
with" deposited  with  the  clerk  of  the  court.  This  return 
is  not  impeached  by  the  fact  that  it  was  deposited  on  the 
3d  of  February  and  the  appraisement  made  on  the  2d. 
Forthwith  in  this  connection  means  simply  as  soon  as 
with  reasonable  dispatch  in  the  ordinary  course  of  busi- 
ness it  can  be  dona  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  such 
dispatch  was  not  used  in  this  case. 

The  complaints  in  regard  to  notice  entirely  fail  to  show 
that  the  officer's  return  as  to  notice  is  untrue.  Both  re- 
turn and  affidavit  show  full  publications  in  a  weekly  pa- 
per, the  first  being  February  3,  the  last  March  3,  and  the 
sale  March  8.  The  fact  that  the  publisher's  affidavit  was 
made  on  March  3,  and  does  not  affirmatively  show  there 
was  no  other  than  the  regular  weekly  publications  of 
the  paper,  in  no  way  tends  to  contradict  the  sheriff's 
return 
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It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  order  of  confir- 
mation be  affirmed. 

Dat  and  Kirkpatrick,  00.,  concur. 


Loan  &  Trust  Savings  Bank,  appellee,  v.  H.  H.  Stod- 
dard bt  al.,  Impleaded  with  Holcomb  Bros.,  appel- 
lants, BT  AL. 

Filed  February  6, 1902.   No.  11,015. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  L 

1.  Pleading:  Failure  to  File  Reply:  Waiver  bt  Trial.  Where  the 
parties  to  an  action  enter  upon  a  trial  and  treat  the  allegations 
of  new  matter  alleged  In  the  answer  as  denied,  this  court  will 
also  treat  It  so  notwithstanding  no  reply  appears  In  the  record. 

Z.  Evidence:  Consideration:  Bona  Fide  Purchaser.  Evidence  ex- 
amined and  held  to  sustain  a  consideration  for  the  notes  and 
mortgage  and  that  plaintiff  was  an  Innocent  purchaser  for  value 
before  maturity. 

3.  PloadLog:  Corporate  Capacity.  At  common  law  a  corporation  may 
sue  and  be  Bued  In  its  corporate  name  without  an  averment  of  Its 
corporate  capacity,  and  the  provisions  of  our  Code  have  not 
changed  the  common  law  rule  in  that  regard. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,' J.     Affirmed. 

Fred  A.  Nye,  for  appellants. 

Wilson  &  Brown-,  contra. 

Day,  0. 

The  Loan  &  Trust  Savings  Bank  of  Concord,  New 
Hampshire,  brought  this  suit  in  the  district  court 
for  Dawson  county  against  H.  H.  Stoddard,  impleaded 
with  Holcomb  Bros,  and  other  defendants,  to  foreclose  a 
mortgr.g:'  upon  a  large  tract  of  land,  a  description  of 
which  it  is  not  necessary  to  set  oat.  This  mortgage  was 
given  by  11.  H.  Stoddard  and  wife  to  Hiram  D.  Upton  on 
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December  14,  1891,  as  security  for  the  payment  of  two 
notes,  one  for  $6,000  and  the  other  for  $600.  On  Decem- 
ber 15,  1891,  the  mortgage  was  duly  recorded.  On  De- 
cember 23, 1891,  the  said  Upton  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion sold  and  assigned  the  notes  and  mortgage  above 
described  to  the  plaintiff.  Among  the  lands  described  in 
the  plaintiff's  mortgage  upon  which  foreclosure  was 
sought,  was  section  21,  township  11,  north  of  range  21,  in 
Dawson  county,  upon  which  the  defendants,  Holcomb 
Bros.,  held  mortgages  executed  by  Stoddard  and  wife  on 
December  1,  1893,  to  secure  the  payment  of  two  promis- 
sory notes.  One  of  these  notes  was  secured  by  a  mortgage 
upon  the  south  half  of  said  section,  the  other  by  a  mort- 
gage upon  the  north  half  of  said  section.  The  defend- 
ants, Holcomb  Bros.,  for  answer  to  the  petition  alleged 
a  want  of  consideration  for  the  notes  and  mortgage;  that 
the  same  were  never  sold  and  transferred  to  the  plaintiff 
before  maturity  and  that  nothing  was  due  the  plaintiff 
thereon,  and  denied  generally  the  averments  of  the  peti- 
tion. By  way  of  cross-petition,  the  defendants,  Holcomb 
Bros.,  prayed  that  their  mortgages  above  described  be 
decreed  a  first  lien  upon  said  section  21,  and  for  a  decree 
of  foreclosure.  Upon  the  trial  the  court  found  that  the 
plaintiff's  mortgage  was  a  first  lien  upon  the  lands  de- 
scribed in  the  petition  and  awarded  the  plaintiff  a  decree 
of  foreclosure.  As  to  defendants,  Holcomb  Bros.,  the 
court  found  their  mortgages  to  be  a  second  lien  upon  sec- 
tion 21  of  said  premises  and  ordered  that  the  several 
tracts  be  separately  sold  and  the  proceeds  brought  into 
court  for  further  order.  From  this  judgment  the  defend- 
ants, Holcomb  Bros.,  have  appealed  to  this  court. 
/  It  is  now  urged-  that,  inasmuch  as  the  plaintiff  filed 
no  reftly,  therefore  the  want  of  consideration  for  the 
notes  and  mortgage  stands  admitted  on  the  record.  With- 
out discussing  whether  such  a  denial  in  the  answer  to  the 
allegations  of  the  petition  presents  new  matter  calling 
for  a  reply,  it  is  sufficient  in  this  case  to  say  that  upon 
the  trial  both  parties  treated  the  consideration  as  an 
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issue  in  the  case.  The  chief  contention  in  the  court  below 
was  over  the  want  of  consideration.  It  is  now  the  settled 
rule  of  this  court  that  where  the  parties  to  an  action  enter 
upon  a  trial  and  treat  the  allegations  of  new  matter  al- 
leged in  the  answer  as  denied,  this  court  will  also  treat 
them  ,so,  notwithstanding  no  reply  appears  in  the  record. 
Schuster  v.  Carson,  28  Neb.,  612.  In  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
v.  Palmer,  55  Neb.,  559,  it  is  said :  "Where,  in  the  trial  of 
a  cause  both  parties  treat  an  affirmative  defense  as  trav- 
ersed, it  will  be  so  considered  in  this  court  although  the 
plaintiff  filed  no  reply  either  before  or  after  judgment." 
Aliiiscr  v.  Willman  Mercantile  Co.,  59  Neb.,  410/] 

Appellants  also  insist  that  there  was  a  failure  in  the 
proofs  to  establish  a  consideration  for  the  notes  and  mort- 
gage. The  record  shows  that  the  plaintiff  produced  the 
note  and  mortgage  properly  indorsed,  and  offered  them 
in  evidence.  This  was  sufficient  to  raise  a  presumption 
that  the  note  was  supported  by  sufficient  consideration 
and  made  a  prima  facie  case  for  the  plaintiff.  After  the 
introduction  of  the  note  and  mortgage  in  evidence,  the 
burden  was  upon  the  defendants  to  impeach  the  bona 
fides  of  the  purchase  and  the  consideration  upon  which 
it  rested.  Instead  of  overcoming  this  presumption  the 
testimony  of  Stoddard  and  other  witnesses  on  behalf  of 
the  appellants  conclusively  established  that  the  notes  and 
mortgage  were  founded  upon  a  valuable  consideration  and 
that  the  plaintiff  was  a  good  faith  purchaser  for  value. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  trial  the  appellants  ob- 
jected to  the  introduction  of  any  testimony  in  the  case 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  reason  that  the  petition 
did  not  state  a  cause  of  action,  and  for  the  further  reason 
that  no  legal  capacity  was  shown  in  the  plaintiff  to  main- 
tain the  suit  The  point  urged  is  that  there  was  no  al- 
legation of  the  corporate  capacity  of  the  plaintiff.  In 
Angel  and  Ames,  Corporations,  section  632,  it  is  said: 
"It  is,  however,  generally  admitted,  that  a  corporation 
may  declare  in  its  corporate  name,  without  setting  forth 
In  the -decoration  the  act  of  incorporation,  or  averring 
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that  it  is  a  corporation,  if  the  act  be  private."  At  com- 
mon law  a  corporation  may  sue  and  be  soed  in  its  cor- 
porate name,  without  an  averment  of  its  corporate  capa- 
city, and  the  provisions  of  our  Code  have  not  changed  the 
common  law  rule  In  that  regard.  Excliatige  National 
Bank  v.  Capps,  32  Neb.,  242.  In  Holden  v.  Great  West- 
ern Elevator  Co.,  72  N.  W.  Kep.  [Minn.],  805,  it  is  held: 
"In  an  action  by  or  against  a  corporation  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  allege  that  it  is  a  corporation,  except  in  cases 
where  the  fact  of  corporate  existence  enters  into,  and 
constitutes  a  part  of,  the  cause  of  action  itself."  Stanley 
v.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.,  89  N.  Car.,  331. 

The  decree  rendered  by  the  trial  court  is  fully  sustained 
by  the  proofs.  We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirk  Patrick,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
Holcomb,  J.,  took  no  part  in  the  decision.   . 


Security  Investmbnt  Company,  appellee,  y.  William 
w.  lottbidge  bt  au,  appellees,  impleaded  with 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Com- 
pany, APPELLANT. 

Piled  Pebruabt  6, 1902.    No.  11,018. 
Commlss loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Descant  and  Distribution:    Vesting  of  Title  Subject  to  Right  of 

Administrator.  Real  estate  other  than  the  homestead  of  an  In- 
testate decedent,  descends  to  his  heirs  and  the  title  vests  Immedi- 
ately In  them  subject  to  the  administrator's  right  of  possession 
and  to  Its  application  In  payment  of  decedent's  debts. 

2.  Descent  and  Distribution:    Advancements  to  Heir:    Effect  in  At- 

tachment Against  Estate.  Where,  pending  the  settlement  of  a 
decedent's  estate,  advancements  have  been  made  In  good  faith  to 
an  heir  by  the  administrator  with  the  assent  of  the  coheirs,  which 
were  accepted  by  the  recipient  as  in  full  of  his  share  and  as  en- 
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tltlfng  the  Other  heirs  to  hts  proportion  of  the  remaining  estate. 
the  heir  who  has  under  such  arrangement  received  his  full  share  of 
the  estate,  has  not  thereafter  an  attachable  Interest  In  real  prop- 
erty of  the  deceased. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Frost,  J.    Affirmed. 

8.  L.  Geisthardt,  for  appellant 

If  one  has  received  even  more  than  his  share  of  an 
estate  in  the  administrator's  hands,  that  would  not  give 
any  of  his  co-heirs  or  his  co-distributees  any  Hen  on  his 
real  estate.  Any  moneys  or  property  received  could  affect 
the  personalty  alone.  Bailey  v.  Warner,  28  Vt,  87;  Alli- 
son v.  Gralmm,  67  la.,  68,  24  N.  W.  Rep.,  597;  Proctor  v. 
Ncwhall,  17  Mass.,  at  page  81;  Hancock  v.  Hubbard,  36 
MaBS.,  167;  Jones  v.  Treaducll,  169  Mass.,  430,  48  K.  E. 
Rep.,  339;  Mann  v.  Mann,  59  Tenn.,  245;  Woerner," 
American  Law  of  Administration  [2d  ed.],  section  564, 
page  1350,  note  2,  which  cites  Tltompson  v.  Myers,  95  Ky., 
597;  Hagadorn  v.  Hart,  62  Hun  [N.  Y.],  94;  Dearborn  v. 
Preston,  7  Allen  [Mass.],  192,  also  note  4  which  cities 
Smith  v.  Kearney,  2  Barb.  Ch.  [N.  Y.],  533,  549;  Sartor 
v.  Beatij,  25  S.  Car.,  293,  303 ;  La  Foy  v.  La  Foy,  43  N.  J. 
Eq.,  206. 

The  cases  cited  by  appellees  to  sustain  the  contention 
that  the  distinction  between  personal  property  and  real 
estate  should  be  obliterated  are  based  upon  the  doctrine 
of  advancement  and  are  not  applicable  to  the  case  at  bar. 

Walter  J.  Lamb,  contra. 

If  one's  share  in  an  estate  is  received  or  diminished  by 
his  drawing  it,  lie  no  longer  has  any  share  or  interest; 
the  crt'ditors  stand  precisely  in  the  shoes  of  the  heirs,  and 
if  the  heir  has  no  interest  the  creditor  obtains  none. 
Foltz  r.  M'ert,  103  Ind.,  404,  410;  Armstrong  v.  Feainaw, 
67  Ind.,  429;  hi  re  Dickinson'*  Estate,  23  Atl.  Rep.  [Pa.], 
1053;  Grrcnv.  Brown,  44  N.  E.  Rep.  [Ind.],  805;  Fomcroy 
v.  Chandler,  30  Atl.  Rep.  [X.  J.],  1092. 
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Hastings,  C. 

Appellant  in  this  case  states  that  the  question  is 
whether  at  the  time  of  the  levy  of  the  attachment  against 
William  W.  Lottridge  on  ttie  property  involved  he  had. 
any  interest  in  it,  and  also  whether  William  W.  Lott- 
ridge or  John  N.  O.  Lottridge,  his  brother,  had  at  the 
time  of  the  filing  of  appellant's  cross-hill  in  this  action 
any  interest  in  $1,000  still  unpaid  on  the  property  from 
one  J.  R.  Bennett,  who  had  bought  it  of  the  Lottridge 
heirs,  and  which  can  be  applied  on  appellant's  judgment 
against  William  and  John.  Appellees  assert  that  the 
sole  issue  is  whether  or  not  William  W.  Lottridge  had 
any  interest  in  the  attached  property  at  the  time  of  the 
levy. 

It  seems  that  John  D.  Lottridge  died  in  Lancaster 
county  in  1874,  intestate,  leaving  a  widow,  now  Mrs. 
Kern,  and  three  children,  William  W.,  John  N.  C,  and 
Josephine  D.,  defendants.  Neriah  B.  Kendall  became 
administrator.  In  1893,  he  conveyed  to  William  W.  some 
lands  which  never  belonged  to  the  estate,  at  an  agreed 
price  of  $2,600.  Defendants  claim  this  was  in  payment 
of  William's  share  of  the  estate.  In  1897,  William  W., 
John  N.  C,  and  one  Harry  P.  Hermance  formed  the  Lin- 
coln Coal  Company,  and  contracted  the  debt  which  is  the 
basis  of  appellant's  claim.  Subsequently,  in  the  same 
year,  the  widow  and  heirs  executed  plaintiff's  mortgage 
for  f  2,500  and  the  money  was  used  by  William  and  John 
in  the  coal  business.  April  16,  1898,  the  appellant  sued 
William  and  John  in  the  United  States  circuit  court, 
and  issued  an  attachment  against  William  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  fraudulently  disposing  of  his  property.  This 
attachment  was  levied  on  the  property  embraced  in  plain- 
tiff's mortgage,' April  20,  1898.  It  does  not  seem  to  he 
disputed  that  it  became  a  lien  upon  whatever  interest 
William  had  in  this  property  at  that  time.  It  is  not  dis- 
puted that  the  property  belonged  to  his  father's  estate, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  levy  the  estate  had  not  been  settled, 


492  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Security  Investment  Co.  v.  Lottridge. 

and  there  had  been  no  distribution  to  the  heirs.  Four 
days  earlier,  April  16,  a  mortgage  waa  made  by  Will- 
iam W.  and  his  wife  "to  the  estate  of  John  D.  Lottridge," 
for  12,600.  September  18, 1898,  the  widow  and  heirs  con- 
veyed the  land  in  dispute  subject  to  plaintiff's  mortgage 
to  John  R.  Bennett  for  an  agreed  consideration  of  $1,500, 
$1,000  of  this  Bennett  retained  till  the  title  should  be 
perfected.  Bennett  did  not  know  of  the  $2,600  mortgage, 
and  it  was  attempted  to  be  released  by  an  instrument 
signed  by  the  widow  and  heirs,  September  16,  1898. 
March  11,  1898,  plaintiff  commenced  its  suit  for  fore- 
closure. Josephine  D.  Lottridge  filed  a  cross-bill  claim- 
ing to  own  the  $2,600  mortgage  and  asking  its  foreclosure. 
Appellant  set  up  the  lien  of  its  attachment,  which  had 
been  sustained,  and  judgment  rendered  in  the  attachment 
action  October  15,  1898,  for  $4,102.25  and  costs.  Appel- 
lant claimed  a  conspiracy  of  the  Lottridge  heirs  to  de- 
fraud ;  that  the  $2,600  mortgage  of  William  W.  and  wife 
to  "the  estate  of  John  D.  Lottridge"  which  Josephine  was 
asserting,  was  entirely  without  consideration  and  not 
delivered;  that  the  Bennett  deed  was  without  considera- 
tion and  a  part  of  the  'fraudulent  conspiracy,  and  asked 
that  the  deed  to  Bennett  and  the  mortgage  to  the  estate 
of  John  D.  Lottridge  be  declared  null  and  void  and  the 
land  sold  and  applied  in  payment  of  appellant's  judg- 
ment. Bennett  also  answered,  claiming  to  be  a  bona  fide 
purchaser,  of  the  property,  without  notice  of  appellant's 
attachment;  admitted  plaintiff's  lien  and  the  $2,600 
mortgage  to  Josephine,  and  claimed  that  the  latter,  by 
reason  of  his  warranty  deed,  innred  to  his  benefit  Will- 
iam W.  Lottridge  and  wife,  and  the  widow,  demed  appel- 
lant's claim,  and  alleged  that  the  property  was  part  of 
the  real  estate  of  John  D.  Lottridge  in  his  lifetime;  that 
it  descended  to  his  three  h*irs  subject  to  the  dower  in- 
terest of  bis  widow;  flw'  prior  to  April  16,  1898,  Will- 
iam W.  had  received  more  than  his  share  of  the  estate  and 
had  agreed  to  rclense  to  Josephine  D.  and  to  Mrs.  Kern 
all  of  his  rights,  and  that  upon  this  consideration  he  ex- 
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ecuted  the  note  and  mortgage  set  oat  in  Josephine  D.'s 
answer  and  cross-petition,  and  denied  that  he  had  any 
interest  in  the  attached  property  at  any  time  subject  to 
the  attachment. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  consider  plaintiff's  petition 
as  it  is  no  longer  contested.  The  sole  question  is  as  to  the 
right  of  the  appellant  in  the  surplus,  if  any,  after  plain- 
tiff's mortgage  is  satisfied.  The  court  found  against  the 
appellant,  and  found  that  William  W.  Lottridge  and  John 
N.  O.  Lottridge  had  no  interest  in  the  premises,  or  any 
of  the  proceeds  that  might  arise  from  their  sale,  and  dis- 
missed appellant's  cross-bill ;  directed  the  sale  of  the 
premises  upon  plaintiff's  mortgage  and  that  after  the 
application  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  in  payment  of 
plaintiff's  Hen  the  residue  should  be  paid  to  Josephine 
D.  Lottridge  and  Mrs.  Julia  Lottridge  Kern.  The  court 
having  allowed  John  R.  Bennett  nothing,  and  his  claim 
being  denied  by  appellant,  and  no  appeal  being  made  on 
his  behalf,  it  is  not.  necessary  to  consider  any  claim  for 
money  in  his  hands. 

The  question  remaining  is,  therefore,  whether  as  stated 
by  appellant  by  reason  of  its  attachment  against  William 
\V.  Lottridge,  appellant  acquired  an  interest  in  this  prop- 
erty sach  as  to  entitle  it  to  share  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale.  The  appellant  says  that  in  the  first  place  it  is 
not  true  that  William  W.  Lottridge,  before  the  levy  of  the 
attachment,  had  received  his  full  share  of  his  father's 
estate  from  the  administrator.  In  the  second  place,  that 
it  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  he  had.  The  real  estate 
descended  to  him  on  the  death  of  his  father  and  his  title 
in  it  could  only  be  transferred  by  conveyance  or  partition, 
that  the  lien  of  appellant's'  attachment  would  bind  his 
portion  of  the  real  estate  independently  of  the  condition 
of  his  account  with  the  administrator.  It  seems  clear  that 
there  is  evidence  from  which  the  trial  court  was  war- 
ranted in  finding  as  the  county  court  did,  that  William 
W.  and  John  N.  0.  Lottridge  had  each  received  his  full 
proportionate  share  of  this  estate  before  any  lien  of  appel- 
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lant's  attached.  At  the  final  settlement  of  the  estate, 
November  25,  1898,  the  administrator  is  allowed  a  credit 
of  $2,000  for  the  lands  conveyed  by  him  to  William  W. 
LottriUge  in  1893,  in  full  of  tlio  latter's  share  in  the  estate. 
The  administration  was  evidently  very  lax,  but  it  seems 
that  the  trial  court  was  justified  in  finding  that  there  was 
an  agreement  that  the  amounts  received  by  William  and 
John  N.  C.  from  the  administrator  should  be  deemed 
advancements  upon  their  shares  of  the  real  estate  and 
charged  against  them.  The  question  in  dispute,  therefore, 
takes  this  form:  Does  such  an  agreement  upon  a  con- 
sideration which  has  been  received  constitute  an  equitable 
transfer  or  an  equitable  lien  upon  land  in  this  situation 
which  will  be  enforced  against  a  subsequent  attachment 
which,  however,  is  levied  before  a  valid  transfer  is  made? 

It  is  assumed  that  these  brothers  and  sister  were  joint 
tenants  of  the  property.  It  descended  to  them  subject 
to  the  mother's  dower  and  to  the  administrator's  right  of 
possession  pending  the  settlement  of  the  estate  and  subject 
to  the  debts  of  the  father.  Rakes  v.  Brown,  34  Neb.,  304; 
Compiled  Statutes,  chapter  23,  sections  209,  292.  The  pos- 
session of  this  land  when  the  attachment  was  levied  was 
in  the  administrator  so  far  as  appears.  He  was  a  part}' 
to  the  agreement  by  which  William's  share  was  to  be 
deemed  paid  off  and  to  go  to  the  cotenants.  The  mort- 
gage made  and  filed  April  lfi,  the  day  appellant's  attach- 
ment suit  was  commenced,  was  an  attempt  to  protect  this 
arrangement  against  appellant's  proceeding. 

An  attempt  was  made  at  the  argument  to  claim  that 
the  assignment  of  the  real  estate  to  Josephine'  D.  Lott- 
ridge  attempted  to  be  made  on  November  25,  1898,  by 
the  county  court  at  the  settlement  of  the  estate  was  final 
and  conclusive  upon  appellant,  unless  appealed  from  and 
set  aside.  We  find  no  such  claim  in  the  briefs,  and  no 
authority  is  cited  for  this  except  section  289,  chapter  23, 
Compiled  Statutes,  which  provides  that  on  the  final  settle- 
ment of  the  estate  by  the  administrator  or  executor  "the 
county  court  shall,  by  a  decree  for  that  purpose,  assign 
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the  residue  of  the  estate,  if  any,  to  such  other  persons 
aa  are  by  law  entitled  to  the  same."  Section  292,  same 
chapter,  says,  "When  such  estate  shall  consist  in  part  of 
real  estate,  and  shall  descend  to  two  or  more  heirs,  devisees, 
or  legatees,  and  the  respective  shares  shall  not  be  separate 
and  distinguished,  partition  thereof  may  be  made  as  pro- 
vided by  law."  The  effect  of  these  provisions  seems  to 
be  to  give  the  executor  or  administrator  the  possession 
pending  settlement  of  the  estate,  and  to  require  an  order 
for  delivery  of  the  real  estate  in  bulk  to  its  owners  when 
this  is  done,  and  leave  them  then  to  apply  to  the  district 
court  for  partition,  if  they  can  not  divide  it  themselves. 
If  this  is  to  be  taken  as  the  true  view,  then  the  question 
here  is  simply,  did  William  W.  Lottridge  on  April  20, 
1898,  when  this  attachment  was  levied,  have  any  interest 
in  this  land  for  which,  after  simply  waiting  till  the  estate 
was  settled,  or  should  have  been,  and  the  administrator's 
rights  extinguished,  he  could  have  successfully  brought 
partition  proceedings?  It  is  conceded  that  an  attach- 
ment lien,  like  that  of  a  judgment,  takes  effect  only  on 
defendant's  equitable  interest  in  the  attached  premises. 
The  attachment  can  have  no  stronger  effect  than  to  put 
appellant  into  William's  shoes  on  the  date  of  its  levy. 
Would  William  W.  Lottridge  after  getting  this  land  of 
the  administrator  for  his  share  of  the  estate  with  the 
assent  of  the  other  heirs  and  under  their  agreement  that 
it  should  be  credited  to  the  administrator  on  their  behalf, 
while  still  holding  it,  be  heard  on  a  claim  to  get  his 
share  over  again  in  partition  against  his  coheirs?  The 
question  would  seem  to  admit  of  but  one  answer,  and  that 
the  one  the  trial  court  gave.  Foltz  v.  Wert,  103  Ind.,  404. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpathick,  CO.,  concur. 
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Bbnjamin  Lombard,  Jr.,  APPBLLBB,  V.  Johan  Pasusta  BT 

AJL.,  APPELLANTS. 

Fn.ro  Fxbeuabt  6,  1902.    No.  11,033. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Judicial  Sale:    Skoond  Oiteb  fob  Sale:    Appbaisal.    An  officer  1b  re- 

quired to  make  but  one  appraisement  of  real  estate  until  It  has 
been  twice  advertised  and  twice  ottered  for  sale,  whether  sold 
under  the  original,  or  an  alias  writ  Burkett  v.  Clark,  48  Nob., 
466. 

2.  Judicial  Sale:    Ikpeachtno  Sheriff's  Rrtcbk:    Evidence.    One  who 

attacks  the  appraisal  of  real  estate,  because  It  la  claimed  that  one 
of  the  appraisers  was  not  a  freeholder,  must  establish  such  fact  by 
a  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  In  order  to  overcome  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  sheriff  that  the  appraisers  were  both  freeholders. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Buffalo  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

W.  L.  Sand,  for  appellants. 

A.  B,  Goffroth,  contra. 

Barnes,  O. 

This  was  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  and  order  of 
the  district  court  confirming  a  sale  of  real  estate.  The 
appellants  objected  to  the  sale  and  confirmation,' for  the 
following  reasons :  1st  Because  no  new  appraisal  of  the 
property  was  made  before  the  sale.  2d.  Because  Frank 
Adams,  one  of  the  appraisers,  was  not  a  freeholder. 

L  It  appears  from  the  record  that  an  order  of  sale 
was  Issued  on  the  15th  day  of  September,  1897 ;  that  under 
the  order  the  property  was  duly  appraised,  advertised  and 
offered  for  sale,  but  was  not  sold  for  want  of  bidders; 
that  the  order  of  sale  was  returned  and  no  further  efforts 
were  made  to  sell  the  property  until  January  17,  1899, 
when  a  new  or  alias  order  of  sale  was  issued;  that  the 
sheriff,  relying  on  the  appraisal  under  the  original  order 
of  sale,  made  no  new  appraisement    The  land,  not  hav- 
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ing  been  twice  offered  (or  sale,  was  thereupon  advertised 
and  sold.  In  the  case  of  Burkett  v.  Clark,  46  Neb.,  466, 
it  was  held  that  "An  officer  is  required  to  make  but  one 
appraisement  of  real  estate  until  it  has  been  twice  ad- 
vertised and  twice  offered  for  sale,  whether  under  an 
original,  or  an  alias  writ"  In  view  of  the  fact  that  no 
effort  was  made  to  show  that  the  appraisement  under  the 
original  writ  was  too -low,  or  that  the  land  had  increased 
in  value  between  the  time  of  the  appraisal  and  the  date 
of  sale,  the  law  above  quoted  applies  with  full  force,  and 
the  court  properly  overruled  the  first  objection  to  the  con- 
firmation. 

2.  The  appellants,  in  order  to  show  that  Frank  Adams, 
one  of  the  appraisers,  was  not  a  freeholder,  introduced 
a  deed  in  evidence,  executed  by  Frank  Adams  and  wife, 
pnrporting  to  convey  certain  lands  to  one  Frank  Vokoun, 
and  also  a  deed  executed  by  Frank  Vokoun  and  wife  to 
Frank  Adams,  which  purported  to  convey  the  same  land, 
described  in  the  first  deed,  back  to  said  Adams.  The  first 
deed  was  executed  before  the  appraisement  of  the  real 
estate  was  made,  and  the  second  one  was  executed  after 
the  date  of  the  appraisal.  The  appellants  also  called  the 
county  treasurer  of  Buffalo  county  as  a  witness,  who 
testified  in  substance,  that  he  did  not  know  that  Frank 
Adams  owned  any  other  land  than  that  described  in  the 
deeds  introduced  in  evidence  We  are  of  the  opinion  that 
this  evidence  was  -not  sufficient  to  establish  the  fact  that 
the  appraiser,  Frank  Adams,  was  not  a  freeholder.  The 
certificate  of  the  sheriff  that  Adams  was  a  freeholder  has 
the  effect  to  prima  facie  establish  his  status  as  such  free- 
holder and  it  devolves  upon  one  who  seeks  to  overthrow 
such  certificate  to  show  by  clear,  positive  and  direct  evi- 
dence that  the  same  is  false.  The  evidence  is  insufficient 
to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  officer's  certificate  and  the 
court  properly  overruled  the  second  objection, 

The  order  of  the  district  court  should  be  affirmed. 

POund  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
36 
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Edward  A.  Livingston  et  al.  v.  George  W.  Moore  et  al. 

Filed  February  6,  1902.    No.  11,047. 
Commissi  oner' a  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Instructions:  Exceptions.  Instructions  will 
not  be  reviewed  unless  excepted  to  In  the  trial  court. 

B.  Appeal  and  Error:  Findings:  Exceptions:  Motion  fob  New  Trial. 
The  submission  of  special  findings  to  the  jury  upon  matters 
claimed  to  be  Irrelevant  and  Immaterial  will  not  be  reviewed 
unless  excepted  to  at  the  time  and  assigned  as  error  In  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    New  Cause  of  Action  m  Appellate  Court:   Re- 

plevin: Conversion.  A  plaintiff  in  replevin  on  appeal  from 
justice's  court  to  the  district  court  added  an  allegation  of  con- 
version of  the  property  in  connection  with  a  claim  for  value  of  Its 
use  In  his  petition.  Held,  That  this  was  not  necessarily  an  at- 
tempt to  state  a  different  cause  of  action  and  was  not  open  to  a 
motion  to  strike  out  on  that  ground. 

4.  Beplevin:     Pleading:     General   Denial:     Settino  out    Defenses. 

Where  a  defendant  In  replevin  sets  up  a  number  of  affirmative 
defenses  in  his  answer.  In  addition  to  a  general  denial.  It  Is  not 
error  to  slrlbe  them  out  on  motion,  since  anything  malting 
against  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  may  be  shown  under  the 
general  denial. 

5.  Appeal  and  Error:     Questions  Not  Properly  Raihrd  in    Bmr.ps. 

This  court  1s  not  bound  to  examine  questions  not  so  raised  In 
the  briefs  as  to  state  fairly  what  Is  complained  of,  the  reason  and 
basis  of  the  complaint,  and  the  exact  portions  of  the  record 
material  thereto. 

Error  from  the  district  court  fop  Clay  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.     Affirmed. 

Hurd  <&  Bpanoglc,  for  plaintiffs  ia  error. 

Thomas  E.  Matters,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

A  very  nice  question  of  law  is  raised  upon  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  court  and  with  reference  to  the 
relevancy  and  materiality  of  certain  special  findings  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury.    But  neither  the  instructions  nor  the 
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submission  of  the  several  special  findings  were  excepted 
to  in  the  trial  conrt,  nor  was  the  submission  of  the  latter 
assigned  as  error  in  the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  It  goes 
without  saying  that  we  will  not  pass  upon  them  under 
such  circumstances.  Error  is  also  assigned  upon  the  re- 
fusal to  give  two  instructions  tendered  by  the  plaintiffs 
in  error.  As  to  one,  we  think  the  instruction  given  by  the 
court,  right  or  wrong,  was  more  favorable  to  the  party 
complaining  than  the  one  he  tendered,  since  it  required 
less  to  defeat  his  opponent's  case.  As  to  the  other,  it 
asked  the  court  to  tell  the  jury  what  certain  evidence 
tended  to  prove,  a  question  which  was  for  them,  not  for 
the  court. 

Several  errors  are  assigned  upon  rulings  of  the  court 
on  certain  motions  to  strike  out  portions  of  the  pleadings. 
The  action  was  replevin  and  came  to  the  district  court 
on  appeal  from  a  justice  of  the  peace.  The  plaintiff  in 
his  petition  added  an  allegation  of  conversion  of  the 
property  in  connection  with  a  claim  for  value  of  its  use. 
This  was  not  stated  in  form  as  a  separate  cause  of  action, 
and  seems  to  have  been  merely  incidental  to  the  claim  for 
damages  which  was  not  improper  in  such  a  case.  At  any 
rate,  though  redundant  and  immaterial,  it  did  not  neces- 
sarily attempt  to  state  a  different  cause  of  action  and 
was  not  open  to  a  motion  to  strike  it  out  based  solely  on 
the  latter  ground.  Nor  do  we  think  the  court  erred  in 
striking  out  a  portion  of  defendant's  answer.  In  addition 
to  a  general  denial,  the  answer  set  up  a  number  of  affirma- 
tive defenses.  It  is  probable  that  all  of  these  might  have 
been  stricken  out,  since  everything  making  against  plain- 
tiff's cause  of  action  was  provable  under  the  general 
denial.  Sckrandt  v.  Young,  62  Neb.,  254  86  N.  W.  Rep., 
1085.  At  any  rate  the  paragraphs  in  question  set  up 
matters  which,  if  available  in  any  way  in  an  action  of 
replevin,  were  so  only  as  they  went  to  plaintiff's  right 
to  sue  at  all,  and  hence  required  no  plea  beyond  the 
general  denial. 
The  brief  of  counsel  contains  the  following  statement : 
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"Counsel  calls  attention  to  the  ruling  npon  the  question 
of  evidence  set  out  in  the  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  and 
23d  assignments  of  error  and,  asking  that  they  be  con- 
sidered together,  insist  that  all  these  matters  were  ma- 
terial and  entitled  to  go  to  the  jury."  We  have  had 
occasion  heretofore  to  protest  against  briefs  of  this  sort, 
and  must  do  so  again.  The  labor  involved  in  making  oat 
what  is  complained  of,  the  reason  and  basis  of  the  com- 
plainant, and  the  exact  portions  of  the  record  material 
thereto  should  fall  on  counsel,  not  on  us.  We  have  here 
a  record  which  alone  probably  cost  the  parties  as  much  as 
the  whole  sum  involved  in  the  case.  If  they  desired  to 
carry  on  this  litigation  in  another  court,  they  ought  not 
to  have  been  economical  of  printer's  ink  at  the  last 
moment  We  are  not  bound  to  examine  questions  not 
fairly  raised  in  the  briefs,  and  we  do  not  think  the  ques- 
tions of  evidence  referred  to  are  so  raised. 
We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


John  H.  MocKEtrr,  Jr.,  bt  al.  v.  Boston  Improvement 
Company  bt  ax. 

Filed  Fxbbuabt  6,  1902.    No.  12,347. 

Com miuai oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Contract*:  Cohbtmtctioit.  Certain  written  agreements  examined  and 
construed  to  mean  that  when  J.  H.  M.,  Jr.,  and  F.  E.  M.  made  cer- 
tain payments*  upon  a  note  of  11,593.40  and  reduced  It  to  $1,050 
thoy  should  be  released  from  further  liability  upon  the  note. 

Erbob  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Reversed. 


Clerk  &  Allen,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 
Wilson  &  BroKtij  contra. 
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Day,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Lan- 
caster county  by  the  Boston  Improvement  Company 
against  John  H.  Mockett,  John  H.  Mockett,  Jr.,  and  Fred 
E.  Mockett,  to  recover  a  balance  alleged  to  be  due  upon 
a  promissory  note  executed  and  delivered  by  the  defend- 
ants to  the  First  National  Bank  and  by  the  bank  trans- 
ferred to  the  plaintiff.  In  obedience  to  a  peremptory 
direction  of  the  court,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  upon  which  judgment  was  subsequently 
rendered,  to  review  which  the  defendants,  John  H.  Mockett, 
Jr.,  and  Fred  E.  Mockett  have  brought  the  case  to  this 
court  on  proceedings  in  error.  John  H.  Mockett  made  no 
appearance  in  the  action.  The  defense  interposed  by  John 
II.  Mockett,  Jr.,  and  Fred  E.  Mockett  was  that  they  were 
merely  sureties  on  the  note;  that  the  debt  for  which  the 
note  was  given  was  the  obligation  of  John  H.  Mockett 
and  was  contracted  years  prior  to  the  date  of  the  note 
sued  upon ;  that  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  note 
it  was  agreed  and  understood  that  they  should  be  released 
and  discharged  from  further  liability  thereon  when  the 
debt  had  been  reduced  to  the  sum  of  $  1,050. 

The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  on  August  4,  1898, 
the  defendants,  John  H.  Mockett,  Jr.,  and  Fred  E.  Mockett, 
applied  to  the  First  National  Bank  for  a  loan  of  $1,500. 
At  that  time  John  H.  Mockett  was  owing  the  hank 
(1,593.40.  Arrangements  were  on  that  date  perfected  by 
which  the  desired  loan  was  made  to  the  defendants,  John 
H.  Mockett  and  Fred  E.  Mockett,  and  as  a  part  of  that 
transaction  the  defendants,  J.  H.  Mockett,  Jr.,  and  F.  E. 
Mockett,  with  their  father,  signed  the  note  which  is  now 
the  subject  of  this  controversy.  It  also  appeared  that  an  • 
agreement  whb  made  with  reference  to  certain  payments 
npon  the  notes  which  was  reduced  to  writing.  This  writ- 
ing was  introduced  in  evidence  by  the  defendant  as  Exhibit 
"B"  and  was  as  follows: 

"Whereas,  J.  H.  Mockett,  J.  H.  Mockett,  Jr.,  and  F.  E. 
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Mockett  have  this  day  borrowed  from  the  First  National 
Bank  f  1,500  payable  with  ten  per  cent,  interest  from  date 
as  follows:  $250,  September  12,  1898;  $250,  October  12, 
1898;  $250,  November  12,  1898;  $250,  December  12,  1898, 
and  $500,  January  12,  1899.  And  have  also  made  a 
written  agreement  secured  by  an  assignment  of  their  con- 
tract with  the  Northwestern  Mutual  life  Ins.  Co.  to  pay 
upon  a  certain  promissory  note  of  J.  B:.  Mockett  the  fol- 
lowing sums :  $100,  February  12,  1899 ;  $100,  March  12, 
1899;  $100,  April  12,  1899;  $100,  May  12,  1899;  $100, 
June  12,  1899,  and  $50,  July  12,  1899  or  until  the  said 
note  of  J.  H.  Mockett,  Sr.,  shall  be  reduced  to  $1,050  with 
all  interest  paid.  Now  therefore  the  said  bank  agrees  that 
when  the  above  conditions  are  complied  with  and  the  said 
amounts  as  above  specified  are  paid  to  release  the  said 
assignment  and  return  the  same  with  the  said  contract  to 
the  said  J.  H.  Mockett,  J.  II.  Mockett,  Jr.,  and  F.  E. 
Mockett.  Executed  at  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  August  4, 1898. 
IX  D.  Muir,  president." 

There  was  also  a  memorandum  indorsed  upon  the  back 
of  the  note  in  suit  as  follows:  "When  J.  H.  M.,  Jr.,  and 
F.  E.  M.  quit  paying  on  this  note  or  any  renewal  of  it, 
it  is  to  he  cut  down  to  $1,050  and  all  int.  paid  up  to 
that  time." 

It  was  contended  by  the  answering  defendants  that  by 
this  indorsement  when  the  note  was  reduced  to  $1,050  their 
liability  thereon  should  cease.  The  sole  question  pre- 
sented by  the  record  is  whether  the  agreement  between 
the  parties  as  contained  in  the  three  instruments,  to  wit, 
the  note,  the  memorandum  on  the  back  thereof  and  Exhibit 
B,  was  that  the  answering  defendants  should  be  liable 
for  the  whole  sum  of  $1,593.40  with  interest,  or  only  for 
the  amount  in  excess  of  $1,050.  The  construction  of 
written  contracts  when  their  terms  and  the  meaning  of 
such  terms  is  not  in  dispute  is  for  the  court.  It  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  see  how  full  meaning  can  be  given  to 
all  the  terms  of  thewc  agreements  and  construe  the  trans- 
action as  an  unconditional  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
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answering  defendants  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the  note. 
The  effect  of  all  the  writings  when  taken  together,  as  they 
must  be,  seems  to  us  to  he  that  if  the  payments  recited  in 
Exhibit  "B"  were  made  upon  the  note  for  $1,593.40,  together 
with  the  sum  of  (1,500  newly  borrowed,  then  J.  H.  M.,  Jr., 
and  Fred  E.  M.  should  be  permitted  to  quit  paying.  If 
these  payments  were  not  made  as  agreed  they  were  to  be 
bound  for  the  whole  debt.  It  is  not  claimed  that  there 
n;as  any  default  in  meeting  these  payments.  Such  being 
the  case  it  would  seem  that  the  answering  defendants 
were  discharged. 

In  our  view  the  court  should  have  directed  a  verdict 
for  the  answering  defendants.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  the  judgment  be  reversed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


Thb  State  op  Nebraska,  ex  eel.  The  Plattsmocth 
Telephone  Company,  relator,  v.  Jacob  Fawcett, 
respondent. 

Vnxo  Fkbhuaby  6,  1902.    No.  12,473. 

Commissi!) tier's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Injunction:  Dtssownos  Undeb  Statdtb.  A  subsequent  order,  which 
In  no  degree  relaxes  the  restraint  imposed  by  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion, la  not  a  dissolution  or  modification  thereof,  within  the 
meaning  of  »ecUon  679  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedura 

Original  application  in  this  court  for  a  mandamus  to 
compel  the  respondent  to  fix  the  amount  of  a  supersedeas 
bond.     Writ  denied. 

Byron  Clark,  for  relator. 

James  B.  Tan  Dwen,  contra. 
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Albert,  C. 

The  Plattsmouth  Telephone  Co.  filed  a  petition  in  the 
district  court  for  Douglas  county,  praying  for  a  temporary 
injunction,  to  restrain  the  city  of  South  Omaha  and  its 
officers,  "from  in  any  manner  interfering  with  plaintiff's 
transaction  of  its  business  in  said  city  of  South  Omaha, 
either  by  cutting  its  wires,  leased  from  the  Postal  Tele- 
graph Co.,  removing  its  instruments,  arresting  its  em- 
ployees, or  in  any  other  manner."  On  an  ex  parte  show- 
ing, the  following  order,  allowing  a  temporary  injunction, 
was  made  by  one  of  the  judges  of  said  court: 

"This  cause  came  on  for  hearing  upon  the  bill  of  com- 
plaint of  the  plaintiff  verified  positively,  and  was  sub- 
mitted to  me,  on  consideration  whereof  it  is  ordered  that 
an  injunction  be  granted  herein  enjoining  the  defendant, 
the  city  of  South  Omaha,  its  mayor,  A.  It.  Kelly,  its 
chief  of  police,  Miles  Mitchell,  and  its  street  commis- 
sioner, Frank  Clark,  and  all  other  officers  and  employees 
of  said  city,  from  in  any  manner  interfering  with  the  tele- 
phone business  of  the  plaintiff,  The  Plattsinouth  Tele- 
phone Company,  either  by  cutting  its  wires  leased  from 
the  Postal  Telegraph  Cable  Company,  removing  its  in- 
struments, arresting  its  officers  and  employees  or  from 
obstructing  or  prohibiting  the  receiving  and  sending  of 
messages  over  its  said  leased  wires  in  any  manner  until 
the  further  order  of  this  court;  this  order  to  take  effect 
upon  the -plaintiff  executing  and  delivering  to  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  an  undertaking  to  the  defendants  in 
the  sum  of  #1,000,  with  approved  sureties,  conditioned  as 
required  by  law.  This  writ  returnable  before  Hon.  Chaa. 
T.  Dickinson  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  1901." 

Afterward,  the  defendants  filed  an  answer  and  a  cross- 
petition,  the  latter  praying  a  temporary  injunction,  re- 
straining the  plaintiff  "from  in  any  manner  proceeding 
to  enter  upon  the  streets  and  alleys  of  the  defendant  city, 
for  the  erection  of  poles  and  stringing  of  wires,  or  the 
maintaining  of  either  therein,  and  from  conducting  wires, 
for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  telephone  business,  into 
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buildings  within  said  city,  or  from  transmitting  electric 
currents  over  wires,  either  leased  or  owned  by  said  plain- 
tiff, within  said  city  limits,  or  operating,  conducting  or 
carrying  on  any  telephone  business  within  said  city."  A 
hearing  was  had  on  the  defendants'  application  for  an 
injunction  whereupon  the  court  entered  an  order,  allow- 
ing a  temporary  injunction,  substantially  as  prayed  in  its 
cross-petition.    The  order  is  as  follows : 

"On  this  day  came  on  to  be  beard  the  motion  and  appli- 
cation of  said  defendants  for  a  temporary  injunction,  and 
was  argued  by  counsel,  and  the  court  upon  consideration 
thereof  and  being  fully  advised  in  the  premises  does  order 
that  the  said  motion  and  application  be'  and  hereby  is  sus- 
tained, and  that  upon  the  said  defendants  filing  with  the 
clerk  of  this  court  a  bond  for  the  sum  of  f  1,000,  conditioned 
according  to  law  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  said  clerk, 
the  said  plaintiff,  its  officers,  agents,  employees  and  serv- 
ants, and  all  persons  or  corporations  acting  for  said 
plaintiff  or  in  the  interest  of  or  on  behalf  of  said  plaintiff 
with  notice  or  knowledge  of  this  order  be  and  they  are 
hereby  enjoined  from  in  any  manner  constructing,  re- 
constructing, building  or  operating  a  telephone  system  . 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  South  Omaha, 
or  changing  the  condition  of  its  wires  or  instruments  or 
extending  the  scope  of  its  business  from  the  condition  in 
which  such  wires  and  instruments  and  business  were  at 
the  time  the  temporary  order  of  injunction  was  granted 
herein  against  said  defendants  by  Hon.  B.  8.  Baker, 
Judge,  on  the  application  of  said  plaintiff  on  the  26th 
day  of  October,  1901,  said  condition  at  such  time  being 
found  by  the  court  to  be  that  the  wires  of  the  plaintiff 
have  been  removed  from  the  poles  and  its  instruments  dis- 
connected therefrom,  thereby  rendering  it  at  such  times 
impossible  to  transmit  messages  by  telephone  from  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  South  Omaha  to  any  other  point 
within  said  limits  or  outside  of  such  corporate  limits,  to 
which  finding,  and  order  of  the  court,  the  said  plaintiff 
duly  excepts." 
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The  plaintiff,  proceeding  on  the  theory  that  the  second 
order  was  a  dissolution  or  modification  of  the  first,  then 
asked  the  court  to  fix  the  amount  of  a  supersedeas  bond, 
in  order  that  the  plaintiff  might'  give  such  bond,  whereby 
the  injunction  first  issued  would  be  kept  in  full  force  and 
effect  until  the  final  hearing  of  the  cause,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  679  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure.  The  request  was  denied,  and  the  plaintiff  now 
applies  to  this  court  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  the 
respondent,  as  one  of  the  judges  of  said  district  court,  and 
the  one  who  presided  at  the  hearing  of  the  defendants' 
application  for  an  injunction,  to  fix  the  amount  of  such 
bond. 

It  is  conceded  that  if  the  injunction,  granted  on  the 
prayer  of  the  defendants,  dissolves  or  modifies  that  granted 
on  the  prayer  of  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff,  who  is  the 
relator  in  this  proceeding,  is  entitled  to  an  order  fixing 
the  amount  of  the  bond  required  to  keep  its  injunction 
in  full  force  and  effect,  pending  a  final  hearing  in  the 
district  court,  and,  consequently,  that  a  peremptory  writ 
should  issue  herein.  The  orders  relate  to  the  same  prop- 
erty, and  their  relation  to  each  other  will  better  appear 
from  the  following : 

The  first  order  restrains  the  defendants  from:  1.  In- 
terfering with  plaintiff's  telephone  business  by,  (a)  cut- 
ting its  leased  wires;  {&)  removing  its  instruments;  (c) 
arresting  its  officers  or  employees.  2.  Obstructing  or  pro- 
hibiting the  receiving  and  sending  of  messages  over  its 
leased  wires. 

The  second  order  restrains  the  plaintiff  from:  1.  Con- 
structing, reconstructing,  huildiug  or  operating  a  tele- 
phone system  in  South  Omaha.  2.  Changing  the  condition 
of  its  wires  or  instruments  or  extending  the  scope  of  its 
business  from  the  condition  they  were  in  at  the  time  of  the 
issuance  of  the  first  injunction. 

We  are  unable  to  see  how  the  second  order  operates,  in 
any  degree,  as  a  dissolution  or  modification  of  the  first 
The  first,  as  well  as  the  second,  is  purely  prohibitive.    It 
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gives  the  plaintiff  do  right  to  do  an;  act  it  could  not  law- 
fully have  done  without  such  order.  Its  sole  purpose  was 
to  restrain  the  defendants  from  doing  the  acts  therein 
specified.  The  restraint,  thereby  imposed  on  the  defend- 
ants, has  been  no  less  effective  since  the  issuance  of  the 
seeond  order  than  it  was  before.  The  second  order,  in 
no  degree,  relaxes  the  restraint  imposed  by  the  first.  That 
being  true,  the  second  order  can  not  be  said  to  operate  as 
a  dissolution  or  modification  of  the  first  It  follows  that 
the  district  court  properly  refused  to  fix  the  amount  of 
a  supersedeas,  and  that  the  writ  prayed  should  be  denied. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  writ  be  denied. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  CC,  concur. 

Writ  denied. 


The  Warder,    Bushnbll  and   Glessneb    Co.    v.    Isaac 
Myers  et  al. 

Piled  Febbdabt  19,  1902.    No.  10,842. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Vendor  and  Purchaser:  Breach  or  Aorebuint  to  Rbpaib:  Daxaoes. 
In  an  action  by  the  vendor  of  a  harvesting  machine  to  recover 
the  purchase  price,  breach  of  an  agreement  by  the  plaintiff  to 
put  the  machine  In  repair  so  that  It  will  do  good  work  in  the  fol- 
lowing season,  does  not  entitle  the  defendant  to  recoup,  a*  dam- 
ages, the  loss  occasioned  by  the  Injury  to  his  grain  by  reason  of 
its  not  having  been  harvested  fn  due  season. 

Error  from-  the  district  court  for  Webster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.     Reversed. 

George  R..Chaney,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Overman  A  Blacklcdge,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  action  was  begun  by  a  petition  in  the  usual  form 
to  recover  upon  a  promissory  note  executed  to  the  plain- 
tiff by  the  defendant,  Myers,  as  principal,  and  the  de- 
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fendant,  Fogg,  as  surety.  The  answer  after  admitting  the 
execution  and  delivery  of  the  note,  pleads  two  defenses 
thereto.  First,  that  previously  to  the  making  of  the  note 
the  defendant,  Myers,  had  purchased1  a  harvesting  ma- 
chine from  the  plaintiff  upon  a  warranty  which  had 
wholly  failed,  and  that  the  machine  at  the  time  of  giving 
the  note  was  "wholly  disabled  for  harvesting  purposes," 
and  that  as  a  consideration  for  the  note  the  plaintiff  agreed 
that  it  would  at  its  own  expense  "repair  the  machine  and 
put  it  into  condition  to  do  the  ordinary  work  of  a  grain 
harvesting  machine  of  like  kind,"  or  else  would  accept 
a  return  of  it  and  surrender  the  note,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff had  wholly  neglected  and  refused  to  keep  this  agree- 
ment and  the  machine  was  useless  for  harvesting  purposes. 
Second,  that  in  reliance  upon  the  above  recited  agreement 
the  defendant  had,  after  the  giving  of  the  note  in  suit, 
planted  a  crop  of  grain  which  had  been  lost  on  aceount 
of  his  inability  to  harvest  it  "because  of  the  defect  of  said 
machine  and  its  incapacity  for  the  work  of  cutting  and 
binding  grain,"  and  that  by  reason  of  the  premises  the 
defendant  had  been  damaged  to  the  extent  of  $95.  It 
was  further  alleged  that  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the 
note  in  suit  and  aB  a  part  of  the  same  transaction  and 
upon  the  same  consideration,  the  defendant  had  given  the 
plaintiff  another  note,  which  had  been,  before  the  breach 
of  the  agreement,  satisfied  by  the  pavment  of  $31.25.  The 
answer  concluded  with  a  prayer  for  a  judgment  against 
the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  these  two  items,  $126.25,  and 
costs  of  suit  The  reply  is  in  substance  a  general  denial 
of  the  new  matter  contained  in  the  answer.  The  trial 
resulted  in  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  defendant  for 
the  sum  of  one  dollar,  and  the  plaintiff  brings  the  caBe 
'  here  by  petition  in  error. 

In  this  state  of  the  pleadings  the  defendant  was  per- 
mitted to  introduce,  over  the  objection  of  the  plaintiff, 
evidence  as  to  the  extent  in  which  his  grain  was  injured 
by  reason  of  its  not  having  been  harvested  in  proper  season 
nor  until  after  it  became  overripe,  the  delay  having  been 
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occasioned,  as  it  was  alleged,  by  the  inefficiency  of  the 
machine  in  question.  The  admission  of  this  evidence  was 
clearly  erroneous.  It  is  an  item  of  damage  which  cannot 
be  supposed  to  have  been  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
parties  when  the  agreement  pleaded  in  the  answer  was 
made,  and  it  was  too  remote  to  be  properly  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  jury. 

Since  the  case  must  be  tried  again  it  may  be  proper  to 
say  that  there  is  a  large  mass  of  testimony  in  the  record 
with  reference  to  an  alleged  warranty  upon  which  the 
machine  was  purchased,  and  as  to  whether  and  to  what 
extent  there  has  been  committed  a  breach  of  the  same,  or 
a  waiver  thereof,  that  under  the  issues  as  framed  is  imma- 
terial and  irrevelant  and  should  have  been  excluded.  The 
pleadings  on  neither  side  were  drawn  with  a  degree  of 
skill  and  precision  that  could  be  desired,  bat  the  principal 
real  issue  seems  to  be  whether  a  controversy  between  the 
parties  about  the  inefficiency  of  the  machine  and  the 
liability  of  the  defendant  to  pay  an  overdue  balance  of 
the  purchase  price  for  it,  was  settled  and  adjusted  by  the 
giving  of  the  note  in  suit  and  the  other  note  afterwards 
paid,  and  by  the  contemporaneous  agreement  pleaded  in 
the  answer.  The  evidence  should  be  confined  to  the  de- 
cision of  this  issue  and  to  the  legal  consequences  follow- 
ing the  manner  of  its  determination.  If  the  agreement 
was  made  and  broken  in  the  manner  alleged  in  the  answer 
and  the  defendant  has  been  guilty  of  no  breach  thereof  on 
his  part,  there  can  be  no  recovery  on  the  note  in  suit  and 
the  defendant  is  entitled  to  recover  the  money  paid  upon 
the  smaller  note.  If  the  alleged  agreement  was  not  made, 
or  if  made  it  has  not  been  broken,  the  defense  pleaded 
utterly  fails.  There  is  no  ireue  tendered  or  properly 
triable  concerning  any  previous  contract. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Albert  and  Ddfeib,  CC,  concur. 

Rbvbbsbd  and  bemanded. 
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Chables  K.  Davies,  appellant,  v.  S.  M.  Barker  bt  al., 

APPELLEES. 

Filed  Febbuaby  19,  1902.    No.  10,969. 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Appeal  and  Error:     Conflicting   Evidence.     A  finding  baaed  on  con- 
flicting evidence  will  not  be  disturbed  unless  manifestly  wrong. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Merrick  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hollbnbeck,  J.     Affirmed. 

John  Patterson,  for  appellant 

W.  T.  Thompson,  contra. 

Kikkpat kick,  G. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Merrick 
county  by  Charles  K.  Davies  against  S.  M.  Barker  and 
others  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1898,  to  set  aside  a 
conveyance  of  real  estate  made  by  M.  W.  Milliman  and 
wife  to  Nelson  B.  Dolson,  on  April  15,  1897,  the  convey- 
ance being  alleged  to  have  been  made  without  consider- 
ation and  in  fraud  of  creditors.  The  petition  is  in  the 
usual  form  in  such  cases.  An  answer  was  filed  by  Milli- 
man and  wife  and  Dolson  and  wife,  admitting  the  re- 
covery of  the  judgment  against  Milliman  and  others  men- 
tioned in  the  petition,  and  the  conveyance  of  their  real 
estate,  but  alleged  that  such  conveyance  was  made  in 
good  faith  and  for  a  good  and  valuable  consideration,  and 
not  in  fraud  of  creditors.  To  this  answer  a  reply  was 
filed  by  plaintiff,  appellant.  Trial  was  had  which  resulted 
in  a  finding  and  judgment  dismissing  appellant's  petition, 
from  which  judgment  an  appeal  is  prosecuted  to  this 
court. 

The  only  contention  of  counsel  for  appellant  is  that 
the  judgment  is  not  supported  by  sufficient  competent  evi- 
dence. The  facts  disclosed  by  the  record  are,  that  M.  W. 
Milligan  and  certain  other  sureties,  signed  a  supersedeas 
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bond  with  S.  H.  Barker,  upon  which  suit  was  finally 
brought,  which  resulted  in  a  judgment  against  all  the 
parties  to  the  bond.  Summons  in  that  case  was  served 
upon  M.  W.  Milliman  on  the  13th  day  of  April,  1897,  and 
on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1897,  he  made  the  conveyance  in 
qnestion  to  Nelson  B.  Dolson,  his  son-in-law.  The  un- 
disputed testimony  of  both  Milliman  and  Dolson  shows 
that  the  sale  of  the  premises  in  question  was  really  made 
some  months  before  the  conveyance;  that  Dolson  held  a 
note  for  $850  against  his  father-in-law,  Milliman,  for  bor- 
rowed money,  which  was  past  due.  A  small  amount  of  this 
obligation  had  been  paid.  Milliman  owned  the  quarter 
section  of  land  in  question,  which  was  subject  to  a  mort- 
gage, the  principal  of  which  was  $800,  and  there  was  in 
accrued  interest  and  back  taxes  on  the  land  about  $125. 
Milliman  was  anxious  to  pay  the  debt  to  his  son-in-law,  and 
offered  to  sell  him  the  farm  for  $  1,600.  Dolson  finally 
agreed  to  take  the  farm  at  this  price,  and  in  payment  there- 
for surrender  the  $850  note  which  he  held,  giving  his 
father-in-law  a  note  for  $371  and  paid  in  cash  about  $70. 
Subsequently  the  parties  discovered  that  a  mistake  of  $100 
had  been  made  in  the  settling  of  their  mutual  accounts, 
and  this  $100  was  indorsed  on  the  $371  note,  thus  reducing 
it  to  $271.  Milliman  was  indebted  to  his  sister-in-law  for 
$200  borrowed  money  and  put  this  note  up  with  her  as  col- 
lateral security.  No  part  of  this  testimony  is  impeached, 
and  it  seems  to  be  entitled  to  full  credit.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  testimony  supporting  the  finding  and  judg- 
ment of  the  trial  court.  In  fact,  under  the  evidence  in  the 
record,  the  finding  could  not  have  been  otherwise  than  it 
was.  The  rule  is  settled  that  a  judgment  of  the  trial  court 
based  on  conflicting  evidence  will  not  be  reversed,  unless 
clearly  wrong.  This  judgment  appears  to  be  right,  and  it 
is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Affiembd, 
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Tbd  Fibsf  National  Bank  of  Harvard  v.  Benjamin  F. 

HOCKETT   ET  AL. 

Filed  Febbuast  1ft,  1902.    No.  10,998. 

Comml  eel  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Injunction:    Action  OH  Bond:    Attokncts'  Fees  as  Damages.   Where 

attorneys'  fees  are  sought  to  be  recovered  as  damages  In  a  suit 
on  an  Injunction  bond  It  Is  Incumbent  noon  tbe  plaintiff  to  show 
either  that  Injunction  was  tbe  only  relief  asked  In  the  suit,  or, 
that  the  fees  were  paid  solely  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  dis- 
solution of  the  injunction  as  distinguished  from  fees  paid  for  the 
trial  of  the  principal  Issues  Involved  In  the  case. 

2.  Injunction  Against  Judgment:    Delay  m  COLLECTOR:    Measure  or 

Damages.  Where  ths  collection  of  a  Judgment  Is  enjoined  and 
one  of  the  elements  of  damage  sought  to  be  recovered  Is  for  delay 
In  Its  collection,  the  proper  measure  for  this  element  of  damage 
Is  additional  court  costs,  If  any,  and  Interest  at  tbe  rate  which 
the  judgment  draws  during  the  time  of  such  delay. 

3.  Evidence:    Value  or  Lard:    Authorized  Bid.    In  proving  the  value 

of  land  at  a  particular  time  It  Is  not  competent  to  show  what  a 
witness  says  he  was  authorized  to  bid  for  the  land  at  that  time; 
and  the  fact  that  be  claims  to  have  been  authorized  to  bid  for  a 
party  financially  responsible  would  not  change  the  rule. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Clay  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

Thomas  S.  Matters,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Hurd  &  Bpanogle,  contra. 

Oldham,  G. 

This  was  a  suit  for  damages  on  an  injunction  bond.  The 
exact  nature  of  the  relief  sought  in  the  original  injunction 
proceeding  does  not  fully  appear  from  the  pleadings  filed 
in  this  case,  nor  were  the  original  pleadings  in  the  injunc- 
tion proceeding  introduced  in  evidence  by  either  of  the 
litigants.  It  does  appear,  however,  that  the  defendants  had 
enjoined  plaintiff  from  selling  on  execution  certain  real 
eBtate  owned  by  defendants  situated  in  Clay  county,  Ne- 
braska.    It  also  appears  that  no  motion  to  dissolve  the 
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temporary  injunction,  originally  issued,  was  ever  made 
by  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause  of  action,  but  that  said  cause 
was  finally  determined  on  general  demurrer  to  the  defend- 
ants' bill  for  equitable  relief.  It  also  appears  that  after 
the  injunction  had  been  dissolved  by  the  district  court  a 
supersedeas  bond  was  filed  by  the  defendants  in  this  cause 
of  action,  and  error  proceedings  were  instituted  in  this 
court  for  review  of  the  judgment  and  that  this  error  pro- 
ceeding was  dismissed  before  the  present  suit  was  com- 
menced. On  issues  thus  joined  plaintiff  had  judgment  for 
124.60  and  now  brings  error  to  this  court. 

The  first  alleged  error  called  to  our  attention  in  plain- 
tiff's brief  was  as  to  the  action  of  the  trial  court  in  exclud- 
ing from  plaintiff's  measure  of  damages  the  amount 
claimed  for  attorneys'  fees  in  procuring  a  dissolution  of  the 
injunction.  Plaintiff  in  its  petition  alleged  that  it  had 
expended  $100  for  attorneys'  fees  in  procuring  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  original  injunction.  This  allegation  was  denied 
by  defendants'  answer;  and  defendants  alleged  that  plain- 
tiffs attorney  was  employed  by  the  year  to  generally  at- 
tend to  all  of  plaintiff's  business.  The  evidence  introduced 
by  plaintiff  tended  to  show  that  it  had  paid  flOO  for  at 
torneys'  fees  in  the  defense  of  the  suit  in  which  the  injunc- 
tion was  issued.  The  question  then  arises:  Is  plaintiff 
entitled  to  recover  attorney  fees  in  a  suit  on  an  injunc- 
tion bond  where  the  record  is  silent  as  to  what  issues  were 
involved  in  the  injunction  ease,  and  where  no  motion  ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  to  dissolve  the  temporary  injunc- 
tion? Now  it  has  been  held  by  this  court  in  the  recent 
case  of  Cunningham  v.  Finch,  63  Neb.,  189,  that:  "A 
recovery  of  counsel  fees  for  the  trial  of  a  case  will  not 
be  allowed  as  an  element  of  damages  for  an  injunction 
wrongfully  obtained,  if  the  injunction  proceedings  be  only 
ancillary  to  the  main  case."  And  this  case  supports  the 
doctrine  announced  in  Trcxter  v.  Pike,  60  Neb.,  510,  83  N. 
W.  Rep.,  676.  It  would  seem  to  be  a  fair  deduction  from 
this  rule  that  where  attorney  fees  are  sought  to  be  recov- 
ered as  damages  in  a  suit  on  an  injunction  bond  it  is  in- 
37 
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cumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  either  that  injunction  was 
the  only  relief  asked  for  in  the  suit,  or,  that  the  fees  were 
paid  solely  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  dissolution  of 
the  injunction  as  distinguished  from  fees  paid  for  the  trial 
of  the  principal  issues  involved  in  the  case. 

In  Reece  v.  Northway,  12  N.  W.  Rep.  [la.],  258,  the 
court  held  that  in  the  absence  of  evidence  showing  that  an 
injunction  was  not  the  only  relief  sought  it  was  not  error 
for  the  trial  court  to  exclude  plaintiff's  claim  for  attorneys' 
fees. 

In  Leonard  v.  Capitol  Insurance  Company,  70  N.  W. 
Rep.  [la.],  629,  it  was  held  that  in  an  action  to  vacate  a 
judgment  and  to  enjoin  an  execution  thereon  the  injunc- 
tion is  merely  incidental  to  the  main  relief  sought. 

We  think,  that  in  view  of  these  authorities  that  to  en- 
title plaintiff  to  recover  for  attorneys'  fees,  as  a  proper  ele- 
ment of  its  damage,  it  should  have  shown  what  the  issues 
were  in  the  original  injunction  suit,  and  if  it  could  rot 
show  that  injunction  was  the  only  relief  prayed  for,  it 
should  then  have  shown  that  the  fee  sought  to  he  recovered 
was  paid  solely  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  dissolution 
of  the  injunction  and  for  no  other  service  rendered  in  the 
suit.  Plaintiff  having  failed  to  make  this  proof  we  do  not 
think  the  court  erred  in  excluding  this  item  of  damage 
from  the  consideration  of  the  jury. 

It  is  next  complained  that  the  court  erred  in  excluding 
from  the  plaintiff's  measure  of  damage  the  reasonable 
rental  value  of  the  lands  on  which  the  execution  was  issued 
during  the  injunction  proceedings.  Instead  of  submitting 
this  measure  the  court  declared  the  measure  of  damage 
for  delay  to  be  the  cost  and  interest  accruing  on  the  judg- 
ment during  the  time  Its  execution  was  enjoined.  Ac- 
cumulating costs  and  interest  on  the  judgment  during  the 
delay  occasioned  by  the  injunction  clearly  and  accurately 
defines  plaintiff's  measure  of  damage,  and  the  court  there- 
fore gave  the  correct  rule  applicable  to  damage  occa- 
sioned by  delay. 

It  is  next  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  excluding  plain- 
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tiff's  offer  to  prove  that  at  the  time  the  sale  was  enjoined 
the  cashier  of  plaintiff's  bank  was  authorized  by  the  bank 
to  bid  $2,000  for  the  land  and  would  have  done  so  if  the 
sale  had  not  been  enjoined.  The  court  excluded  this  offer 
and  permitted  the  plaintiff  to  show  by  its  cashier  that  in 
his  judgment  the  land  was  reasonably  worth  $1,800  at  the 
time  the  first  sale  was  enjoined.  This  evidence  was  offered 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  value  of  the  land  at  the 
time  the  sale  was  enjoiued  #ud  the  court  held,  and  we 
think  rightly,  too,  that  in  proving  the  value  of  land  at  a 
particular  time  it  is  not  competent  to  show  what  a  witness 
says  he  was  authorized  to  bid  for  the  laud  at  that  time; 
and  the  fact  that  he  may  have  been  authorized  by  a  party 
financially  responsible  would  not  change  the  rule. 

These  are  all  the  alleged  errors  seriously  called  to  our 
attention  in  plaintiff's  brief.  Plaintiff  made  no  request 
for  instructions  and  those  given  by  the  trial  court  appear 
to  have  been  sufficient  to  fairly  and  fully  submit  all  the 
issues  to  the  jury. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Wolcott  W.  Ellsworth  et  al.,  appellees,  v.  Ralph  C. 

TOOKER   ET   AL.,    IMPLEADED     WITH     BERNARD   A.    Mo 
DOWELL,  APPELLANT. 

Filed  Febbuaxy  19,  1903.    No.  11,027. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Judicial  Bale:    Appeal  raoii  Confirmation:    No  Question  Involved. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Grimes,  J.    Affirmed. 

R.  J.  'Nightingale,  for  appellant 

L.  J.  Ball  and  T.  8.  Nightingale,  contra. 
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Blancfrard,  Shelly  &  Rogers  v.  Logan  County. 
DUFFIE,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  pre- 
senting no  questions  of  public  interest  or  disputable  legal 
proposition.  The  record  discloses  a  sale  made  at  the  place 
appointed  by  statute,  and  regular  in  all  particulars.  The 
order  appealed  from  should  be  affirmed,  and  we  so  recom- 
mend. 

Ames  and  Albeet,  CO.,  concur. 


Blanchabd,  Siirlly  &  Roof.rs  v.  Thb  County  of  Logan. 

Filed  February  19,  1902.    No.  11,029. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Tnxctlon:     Lien.     A  statutory  Hen  for  taxes  due  exists  upon  all 

personal  property  of  the  tax  debtor  (within  the  county)  from  and 
after  the  tax  lists  are  made  and  delivered  to  the  county  treasurer. 

2.  Taxation:     Lien:     Priority  of  Mortoaoe  Lien.     A  Hen  for  taxes 

upon  the  property  of  the  tax  debtor  Is  Inferior  to  that  of  a  chattel 
mortgage  Hen  antedating  the  time  the  tax  Hen  attaches. 

3.  Taxation:    Lien:     Sale  of  Property  Covered  er  Prior  Mortgage. 

Where  a  sheriff  levies  distress  warrants  for  delinquent  taxes  for 
several  years  upon  property  of  the  tax  debtor  upon  which  a  valid 
chattel  mortgage  exists,  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  property  is 
wrongful  and  unauthorized  to  the  extent,  and  for  the  years,  the 
mortgage  Hen  is  prior  and  superior  to  the  Hen  for  delinquent 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Logan  county.  Tried 
below  before  Grimes,  J.     Reversed. 

McCoy  &  Olmstead,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Xi'villc  &  Parsons,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

On  September  21, 1894,  the  plaintiffs  in  error,  who  were 
also  plaintiffs  below,  sold  a  herd  of  cattle  situate  in 
Buffalo  county  to  one  George  Diebl,  a  resident  of  Logan 


VOL.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902.  517 

Blancnard.  Shelly  A  Rogers  v.  Logan  County. 

county,  this  state,  and  as  security  for  part  of  the  pur- 
chase price  took  from  the  purchaser  his  note  and  a  mort- 
gage on  the  cattle,  and  consented  that  the  property  should 
be  removed  by  the  purchaser  to  the  county  of  his  resi- 
dence, which  was  forthwith  done,  and  the  mortgage  made 
duly  of  record  in  that  county.  On  November  20,  1895, 
a  part  of  the  cattle  having  been  sold  and  there  still  re- 
maining unpaid  of  the  mortgage  debt  a  large  sum  of 
money,  the  sheriff  of  Logan  county  seized  six  head  of  the 
animals  upon  a  distress  warrant  issued  by  the  county 
treasurer  for  general  personal  property  taxes  levied 
against  Diehl  for  the  years  1892,  1893,  1894,  and  1895. 
The  cattle  were  thereupon  taken  in  replevin  by  the  plain- 
tiffs in  error,  and  after  a  trial  by  the  court  without  a 
jury,  judgment  was  rendered  for  the  defendant,  assess- 
ing the  value  of  his  interest  at  the  amount  called  for  by 
the  tax  warrants.  There  was  no  controversy  in  the  court 
below  with  respect  to  the  validity  and  amount  of  the 
mortgage  of  the  plaintiffs,  nor,  although  some  question 
is  attempted  to  be  raised  for  the  first  time  in  this  court, 
concerning  the  technical  sufficiency  of  the  plaintiffs' 
proofs,  do  we  think  there  is  any  question  that  the  in- 
strument was  valid  as  a  lien  upon  the  property  for  the 
security  of  the  plaintiffs'  debt.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  is  exclusively  the  ex- 
pression of  his  opinion  that  the  tax  liens  are  superior  to 
the  mortgage  lien,  treating  the  latter  as  valid.  It  is 
equally  clear  that  in  view  of  the  decision  of  this  court  in 
Chamberlain  Banking  House  v.  Waolsey,  60  Neb.,  516, 
announced  since  the  judgment,  that  opinion  was  erroneous. 
None  of  the  tax  levies  for  1892,  1893,  and  1894,  could 
have  attached  to  the  cattle  while  they  were  yet  the  prop- 
erty of  the  plaintiffs  and  situate  in  Buffalo  county  and 
they  became  charged  with  the  mortgage  lien  at  the  instant 
that  the  title  passed  to  the  purchaser  and  before  they 
were  removed  to  Logan  county.  Subsequent!  personal 
taxes  levied  against  the  mortgagor  were,  of  course,  sub- 
ject to  the  mortgage. 
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Rutland  Savings  Bank  v.  Pai-geter. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Duffib  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

RbTBRSED  AND   REMANDS). 


Tub  Rutland   Savings   Bank,   appellee,   v.    Roes  E. 

PARGBTER  et  AL.,  appellants. 

Pit.sd  Febedaet  19,  1902.    No.  11,041 

Com  ml  B9  loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Mortgage  PorecloBurft. 

Appbal  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

Wail  &  Williams,  for  appellants. 

A.  B.  Ooffroth,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

The  same  qnestion  is  involved  in  this  case  as  that  in- 
volved in  the  case  of  Rutland  Savings  Bank  v.  O'Bryan, 
post,  page  519,  and  for  the  reasons  therein  stated  it 
is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 
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The  Rutland  Savings  Bank,  appellbb,  v.  Etta  0. 
O'Bbtan  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  Fkbruabt  19,  190B.    No.  11,043. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Objections  to  .Confirmation:  Time  Order,  or 
Bale  Issued.  A  mortgagor  in  a  foreclosure  proceeding  can  not 
object  to  the  confirmation  of  sale  because  tbe  order  of  sale  was 
Issued  before  the  priorities  of  tbe  different  lienors  had  been  de- 
termined, as  he  has  no  rights  involved  In  this  Question. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 

Wall  &  Williams,  for  appellants. 

A.  B.  Ooffroth,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  mortgagors  from  an  order  of 
confirmation  of  sale  in  a  foreclosure  proceeding.  The 
only  objection  urged  to  the  regularity  of  the  sale  is  that 
the  order  of  sale  was  premature  because  it  was  issued 
before  the  priorities  of  the  different  mortgages  had  been 
determined  by  the  court  The  record  shows  that  a  decree 
of  foreclosure  had  been  rendered  on  each  of  the  several 
mortgages  before  the  order  of  sale  was  issued,  and  con- 
sequently all  rights  between  the  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagees were  finally  settled  by  these  decrees;  hence  the 
only  parties  interested  in  the  question  of  the  priorities  of 
the  different  liens  are  the  lienors  themselves  and  tbey  are 
not  complaining. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Baenes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 
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Deerlng  &  Co.  v.  Clay  pool. 

William  Deeeing  &  Co.  v.  David  Claypool  et  al. 

Filed  February  19,  1902.   No.  11,046. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Pleading:  Contract:  Allegation  of  Performance.  A  petition,  based 
on  a  contract  which  fails  to  allege  performance  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  or  facta  showing  a  valid  excuse  for  non-performance,  Is 
fatally  defective. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Westover,  J.     Affirmed. 

H.  D.  Rhea  and  O.  P.  Dai-ia,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

E.  D.  Owens  and  George  W.  Fox,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

This  case  was  tried  in  the  county  court  on  a  petition 
worded  as  follows: 
"William  Deering  &  Co.,  a  Corporation,     "| 

T-  r 

David  Claypool  &  William  Claypool,  etc.  J 

"Plaintiff  for  cause  of  action  alleges  that  by  virtue  of 
certain  written  commission  agency  contracts  dated  No- 
vember 23,  1887,  and  January  24,  1888,  defendants  at 
their  request,  became  the  agents  of  plaintiff  at  the  town 
of  Cozad,  Dawson  county,  Nebraska,  for  the  years  1887 
and  18!>1  inclusive.  A  copy  of  said  contract  is  hereto  at- 
tached marked  Exhibit  'A'  and  defendants  by  such  agency 
contract  did  handle  and  sell  the  following  named  goods, 
to-wit:  harvesters  and  binders  and  reapers,  mowers, 
trucks  and  other  attachments  and  extras  for  said  ma- 
chinery; that  the  aggregate  amount  received  by  said  de- 
fendants from  plaintiff  was  $1,443.47  of  which  there  haB 
Ixui  paid  the  sum  of  $  1,033.28,  and  there  is  yet  due  the 
sum  of  $110.19.  Itemized  statement  of  such  account  is 
hereto  attached  marked  Exhibit  'W  part  hereof. 

"Plaintiff  further  alleges  that  the  items  of  credit  com- 
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mencing  wi'h  June -9,  1891,  and  thereafter  as  shown  in 
Exhibit  'B'  were  made  on  collateral  given  by  the  defend- 
ants to  the  plaintiff  as  security  on  the  cause  of  action 
sued  on  and  that  it  was  collected  on  the  day  the  credit  was 
given  therefor  as  marked  Exhibit  'B.'  A  description  of 
said  collateral  is  hereto  attached  marked  Exhibit  'C  a  part 
hereof.  The  plaintiff  therefore  prays  judgment  against 
the  defendants  for  the  sum  of  $410.19  and  interest  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  21st  day  of  July, 
1897." 

We  omit  the  exhibits  mentioned  in  the  petition,  because 
of  their  unusual  length.  As  to  them,  it  will  suffice  to 
say,  that  tie  first  two  show  a  contract  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  defendants,  whereby  the  latter  became  the 
agents  of  the  former,  for  the  sale  of  certain  farm  imple- 
ments, within  certain  territory,  in  this  state,  on  com- 


In  the  county  court  the  defendants  interposed  an  objec- 
tion to  the  introduction  of  any  testimony  on  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff,  on  the  ground  that  the  facts  stated  in 
the  petition  were  not  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
action.  The  objection  was  overruled.  Thereupon  a  trial 
was  had,  resulting  in  a  finding  and  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff.  The  defendants  prosecuted  error  to  the  dis- 
trict court,  asking  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the 
county  court,  assigning  as  error  the  ruling  on  their  ob- 
jection to  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition.  The  district 
court  reversed  the  judgment,  and,  from  such  judgment  of 
reversal,  the  plaintiff  brings  the  case  here  on  error. 

There  is  no  error  in  the  judgment  of  the  district  court. 
The  petition  is  fatally  defective,  in  one  particular 
at  least.  Plaintiff  sought  to  recover  on  an  alleged  con- 
tract, whereby  itself  and  the  defendants  respectively 
undertook  and  agreed  to  do  and  perform  certain  acts. 
There  is  no  allegation  to  the  effect  that  the  plaintiff  has 
kept  and  performed  its  part  of  such  contract,  nor  of  any 
fact  showing  a  valid  excuse  for  the  non-performance 
thereof.    That  such  omission  is  fatal,  is  elementary. 
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Harrison  v.  Hancock. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Amis  and  Duffib*  CO.,  concur. 


Jambs  N.  Harbison  v.  John  D.  Hancock. 

Filed  Fzbbuabt  19.  1902,    No.  11,057. 

Commissioner1 6  opinion.     Department  No.  J. 

Contractu:  Quantum  Mckuit:  Contract  as  Evidence.  Although  goods 
are  sold  or  services  rendered  under  an  express  contract  Bring  the 
price  for  them,  an  action  may  be  maintained  for  their  reasonable 
value.  In  such  cases  the  plaintiff  abandons  the  contract  and 
waives  any  damages  resulting  from  Its  breach,  and  his  recovery 
can  not  exceed  the  contract  price,  bnt  the  contract  may  be  given  in 
evidence  by  either  party  as  tending  to  prove  the  value. 

Eerob  from  the  district  court  for  Burt  county.  Tried 
below  before  Bakeb,  J.     Reversed. 

H.  E.  Carter,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  G.  Sears,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  an  action  upon  a  quantum  meruit  to  recover  the 
reasonable  value  of  the  services  to  the  defendant  of  cer- 
tain animals  belonging  to  the  plaintiff.  Upon  the  trial 
there  was  some  evidence  tending  to  show  that  a  price  for 
the  services  in  question  had  been  fixed  by  an  oral  con- 
tract between  the  parties  at  or  before  their  rendition. 
The  plaintiff  then  offered  to  prove  the  reasonable  value 
of  the  services,  but  upon  objection  the  evidence  wan  ex- 
cluded and  the  court  instructed  the  jury  to  return  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  which  was  done.  This  was 
erroneous  upon  two  grounds :  first,  the  question  whether 
there  was  a  contract  or  not,  if  material,  was  a  question 
of  fact  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  have  the  jury 
decide  and  he  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  prove  the  measure 
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of  recovery  embraced  in  the  issnes;  and,  second,  it  is  well 
settled  that  although  goods  are  sold  or  services  rendered 
nnder  an  express  contract  fixing  the  price  for  them,  an 
action  may  be  maintained  for  their  reasonable  value. 
In  such  cases  the  plaintiff  abandons  the  contract  and 
waives  any  damages  resulting  from  its  breach,  and  his 
recovery  can  not  exceed  the  contract  price,  but  the  con- 
tract may  be  given  in  evidence  by  either  party  as  tending 
to  prove  value.  Gillies  v.  Manliattan  Beach  Imp.  Go.,  26 
N.  Y.  Supp.,  381;  Kcogh  Mfg.  Go.  v.  Eiscnberg,  27  N.  Y. 
Supp.,  356 ;  Kick  v.  Doerxte,  45  Mo.  App.,  134. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted. 

Dtjffie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


William  P.  Chambers,  Executor  of  the  Estate  of 
Nathan  P.  Rice,  Deceased,  appellee,  v.  George  E. 
Barker,  appellant,  et  al. 

Fixed  Febeuaby  19,  1902.    No.  11,069. 

Commiflsloner's  opinion.    Department.  No.  2. 

L  Appeal  and  Error:  Construing  Petition  Afteb  Judgment.  A  peti- 
tion will  be  construed  liberally  when  attacked  for  the  first  time 
after  Judgment. 

3.  Vendor  and  Vendee:  Necessity  or  Signature  or  Vendee  to  Con- 
tract or  Sale.  Where  a  vendor  signs  a  written  agreement  to  sell 
and  convey  real  property  and  the  vendee  accepts  the  same  and  goes 
Into  possession  nnder  It.  there  1b  a  complete  contract  between  the 
parties  and  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  vendee  sign  also,  although 
the  instrument  la  so  worded  as  to  Indicate  that  hie  signature  was 
contemplated. 

I  Receiver:  Notice  or  Appuoathmt:  "Pasties  to  be  Ajtected"  Undeb 
Statutes.  The  "parties  to  be  affected  thereby"  who  are  required 
to  be  notified  of  an  application  for  appointment  of  a  receiver  of 
real  property  under  section  267,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  are  thoBe 
having  an  Interest  in  the  possession  of  the  property  In  contro- 
versy or  its  immediate  custody,  and  in  the  Immediate  disposition 
of  rents,  issues  or  profits  accruing  therefrom. 
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4.  Receiver:  Pleading:  Sufttoiekct  or  Averments  Not  Dikieii. 
Where  a  verified  application  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  in 
foreclosure  proceedings  avers  that  the  property  in  controversy 
Is  Insufficient  to  pay  the  sums  for  which  ft  is  liable,  and  snch  aver- 
ment is  nowhere  denied  or  controverted,  a  finding  accordingly  Is 
sufficiently  sustained  and  an  order  appointing  a  receiver  is  proper. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.     Affirmed. 

B.  N.  Robertson,  for  appellant 

V.  0.  Strickler,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This  suit  was  brought  to  foreclose  a  contract  for  the 
sale  of  land.  A  decree  of  foreclosure  was  rendered,  and 
after  decree  a  receiver  was  appointed  on  application  of 
the  plaintiff.  The  decree  and  the  order  appointing  the 
receiver  are  appealed  from. 

So  far  as  complaint  is  made  with  reference  to  the  find- 
ings of  personal  liability,  in  anticipation  of  deficiency 
judgment,  there  is  grave  doubt  whether  the  objections 
are  not  premature.  I'armele  v.  Kchroeder,  59  Neb.,  553. 
But  we  think  the  objections  to  the  decree  are  without 
merit  in  any  case.  It  is  well  settled  that  a  petition  will 
he  construed  liberally  when  attacked  for  the  first  time 
after  judgment  The  petition  alleges  an  agreement  to  sell 
the  property  in  dispute,  the  execution  of  a  written  agree- 
ment for  that  purpose  by  the  vendor  and  its 'delivery  to 
the  vendee  at  his  request,  and  there  are  other  allegations 
from  which  it  is  a  clear  inference  .that  the  vendee  is  in 
possession.  Although  the  instrument  as  drawn  evidently 
contemplates  signature  by  both  parties,  when  the  vendee 
accepted  it  and  went  into  possession  under  it  the  con- 
tract became  complete.  He  cannot  hold  the  property  by 
virtue  of  it  and  yet  pretend  that  it  is  incomplete  and 
that  he  is  not  bound  by  its  terms.  This  is  not  a  case  of 
a  mere  offer  or  an  option.  The  petition  alleges  that  the 
agrecnient  was  made  between  the  parties  and  that  the 
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written  instrument  was  executed  and  delivered  to  the 
vendee  at  hie  request  by  the  vendor.  The  case  is  on  all 
fours  with  Robinson  v.  Cheney,  17  Neh.,  673,  679.  More- 
over, the  evidence  shows  that  the  vendee  recorded  the 
instrument,  and  also  tends  to  show  that  he  made  some 
payments  under  it    The  decree  should  be  affirmed. 

Objection  is  made  to  the  order  appointing  a  receiver 
on  two  grounds.  First,  it  is  said  that  the  wife  of  the 
vendee,  who  was  made  a  defendant  because  of  some  claim 
made  by  her  as  such  wife,  should  have  been  notified  of 
the  application.  But  we  think  it  very  clear  that  the 
"parties  to  be  affected  thereby,"  who  are  required  to  be 
notified  of  an  application  for  appointment  of  a  receiver 
of  real  property  under  section  267,  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, are  those  having  an  interest  in  the  possession  of 
the  property  or  its  immediate  custody,  and  in  the  im- 
mediate disposition  of  rents,  issues  and  profits  accruing 
therefrom.  Here  it  appears  that  the  vendee  had  leased 
the  premises  and  was  receiving  the  rents.  His  wife,  what- 
ever contingent  or  inchoate  interest  she  may  have  had 
in  the  property  itself,  had  no  interest  in  the  possession 
of  the  property  or  the  disposition  of  the  rents.  There  was 
no  occasion  to  serve  her  with  notice.  It  is  also  objected 
that  the  evidence  does  not  sustain  the  order  appointing 
the  receiver.  The  verified  application  for  appointment  of 
a  receiver  avers  that  the  property  is  insufficient  security 
for  the  sums  due.  Such  averment  is  nowhere  denied  or 
controverted.  We  think  this  affords  a  sufficient  basis  for 
the  finding  and  order  of  the  lower  court 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree  and  order  ap- 
pealed from  be  each  affirmed. 

Baenbs  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 
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Ramser  v.  Johnson. 


Jacob  Ramshk,  appellee,  v.  Anna  Johnson,  appellant, 

et  AL. 

Filed  February  19, 1902.    No.  11,060. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Contexts  op  Notice  or  Sale.     There  1b  no 

requirement  of  the  statute  that  the  notice  of  sale  under  a  decree 
of  foreclosure  shall  contain  a  statement  that  the  sale  Is  to  be 
made  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure. 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Appeal  fkom  Cokfibiution:    Appraisal  of 

Defendant's  Interest.  A  defendant  appealing  from  an  order  con- 
firming a  Judicial  sale  of  land  can  not  be  heard  to  complain  that 
hie  Interest  was  not  singled  out  for  appraisement,  where  the  ap- 
praisement was  of  the  total  value  and  also  the  appraisement  of 
the  "defendant's  Interest." 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fkost,  J.     Affirmed. 

Frederick  Shepherd,  for  appellant. 

F.  A.  Boehmer,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  the  sale  of 
certain  real  estate  made  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  fore- 
closure rendered  by  the  district  court  for  Lancaster 
county,  Nebraska,  Prior  to  the  sale  certain  objections 
were  filed  by  the  defendants,  but  as  they  relate  solely  to 
proceedings  not  presented  in  the  record  brought  to  this 
court  they  can  not  be  considered.  After  sale  objections 
were  filed  to  the  confirmation.  One  of  the  grounds  urged 
is  that  the  sale  was  to  be  made  under  a  decree  of  fore- 
closure, as  distinguished  from  an  execution  sale.  There 
is  no  requirement  of  the  statute  that  the  notice  of  sale 
under  a  decree  of  foreclosure  shall  contain  a  statement 
that  the  sale  is  to  be  made  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure. 
An  examination  of  the  notice  of  sale  published  shows 
that  it  complies  with  all  the  requirements  of  the 
statute. 
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It  is  also  urged  that  the  appraisal  is  defective  in  that 
the  property  is  not  described  therein  as  the  property  of 
the  defendant,  Anna  Johnson,  who  it  is  claimed  is  the 
owner  of  the  premises,  and  that  the  interest  therein 
appraised  is  not  stated  to  be  the  interest  of  Anna  John- 
son as  distinguished  from  tlie  other  defendant.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  record  that  Anna  Johnson  and  Nels  John- 
son were  wife  and  husband,  that  they  were  the  defendants 
in  the  action,  that  they  executed  the  note  and  mortgage 
which  formed  the  basis  of  this  decree  and  that  they  re- 
sided upon  the  premises  sought  to  be  sold.  In  the  con- 
dition of  this  record  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  but  that 
the  defendants  are  joint  owners  of  the  premises  and  in 
that  event  the  action  of  the  appraisers  in  appraising  the 
"interest  of  the  defendants"  at  the  sum  named  is  entirely 
in  harmony  with  appellant's  argument  No  showing  is 
made  that  Anna  Johnson  was  the  sole  owner  of  the 
premises.  As  against  some  showing  to  the  contrary  the 
presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  the  appraise- 
ment The  proceedings  of  the  appraisers  show  that  the 
total  value  of  the  premises  was  appraised  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  defendants  was  also  appraised;  in  such  case 
a  defendant  can  not  be  heard  to  complain  because  his 
interest  was  not  singled  out  and  appraised  separately. 
Toscan  v.  Dcvries,  57  Neb.,  276. 

No  substantial  reason  has  been  pointed  out  why  the 
sale  should  not  be  confirmed.  We  therefore  recommend 
that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO..  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Stafford  V.  Harmon. 


Mary  E.  Stafford,  appellee,  v.  Luther  A.   Harmon, 

APPELLANT. 

Filed  Febsdabt  19,  1902.    No.  11,061. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  L 

1.  Appeal  null  Error:    APPEAL  FBOM  Oonpibmatioh:    Affirmative:  Eerom. 

To  require  the  reversal  of  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of  property 
under  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  error  must  affirmatively  appear  from 
the  record. 

2.  Evidence:    APPBAtSAL:    Presumption  OP  Fraud.    Evidence  examined, 

and  held  to  show  that  the  apratsement  of  the  property  was  not 
bo  low  as  to  raise  a  presumption  of  fraud,  and,  further,  to  be  in- 
sufficient to  show  that  the  appraisers  were  not  disinterested  free- 
holders. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Evans,  J.     Affirmed. 

C.  W.  DcLamatre,  for  appellant. 

B.  F.  Thomas,  contra. 

KlRKPATRICK,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  made 
by  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county  on  the  20th  day 
of  May,  1899.  Two  objections  to  the  order  of  confirma- 
tion are  urged  by  counsel  for  appellant  in  brief,  and  the 
others,  in  accordance  with  well  settled  rules,  will  not  be 
considered.  It  is  contended,  first,  that  the  appraisal  of 
the  properly  sold  was  too  low,  and  was  so  low  as  to  raise 
a  presumption  of  fraud;  second,  that  the  appraisers 
called  by  the  sheriff  were  not  disinterested  freeholders 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  A  motion  to  set  aside 
the  appraisement  was  made  before  the  sale,  which,  how- 
ever, was  not  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  trial  court 
until  after  the  sale  was  made.  Objections  to  the  confirma- 
tion and  a  motion  to  set  aside  the  sale  were  then  made, 
and  the  motion  to  vacate  the  appraisement  and  the  objec- 
tions to  the  sale,  and  a  motion  to  vacate  and  set  aside  the 
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sale,  were  all  considered  at  the  same  time  by  tie  trial 
court. 

In  support  of  the  objection  that  the  property  was  ap- 
praised so  low  as  to  raise  a  presumption  of  fraud,  the 
affidavits  of  four  residents  of  Douglas  county  were  filed, 
which  placed  the  value  of  the  property  at  from  $5,500  to 
$6,000.  The  property  was  appraised  by  the  sheriff  and 
the  appraisers  at  $4,500.  There  seems  to  be  no  merit  in 
this  contention. 

It  is  next  urged  that  the  appraisers  called  by  the  sheriff 
were  not  disinterested  freeholders,  but  were  what  are 
denominated  "professional  appraisers."  In  support  of 
this  objection  an  affidavit  is  filed  by  the  attorney  for 
appellant  which  sets  out  that  he  examined  the  sale  book 
kept  by  the  sheriff  in  his  office,  and  that  he  found  that 
one  of  the  appraisers  called  had  served  as  an  appraiser 
for  the  sheriff  twenty-four  times,  and  that  the  other  free- 
holder called  had  served  thirty-five  times.  The  period  of 
time  during  which  the  appraisers  had  acted  this  number 
of  times  does  not  appear  from  the  record,  and  we  are 
unable  to  determine  whether  they  were  called  this  num- 
ber of  times  in  one  day,  one  mouth  or  one  year.  The 
practice  on  the  part  of  the  sheriff,  if  it  be  shown  to  exist, 
of  having  two  or  more  persons  act  as  appraisers  for  long 
periods  of  time  and  in  a  great  many  cases  can  not  be 
too  severely  condemned.  If  the  same  persons  are  so  re- 
peatedly and  frequently  called  as  appraisers  as  to  make 
the  fee  that  they  receive  an  inducement  to  them  to  act, 
and  amount  to  such  a  sum  as  prevents  them  from  being 
disinterested  freeholders  as  contemplated  by  the  statute, 
then  the  sheriff  violates  his  oath  of  office  in  calling  such 
appraisers,  and  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  trial  court 
upon  investigation  to  set  aside  appraisements  so  made. 
We  are  unable  to  say,  however,  from  the  evidence  pre- 
served in  this  record  that  this  is  such  a  case,  so  as  to 
require  a  reversal  of  the  order  of  confirmation.  It  is 
very  well  Bettled  law,  that  errors,  in  order  to  call  for  a 
reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court,  must  be  made 
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affirmatively  to  appear.  In  this  case  it  does  not  so  appear. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  trial  court  to  guard  jealously  the 
rights  of  parties  whose  property  is  being  sold  by  the  pro- 
cesses of  the  court  and  to  see  that  their  rights  are  not 
violated  by  the  appraisers  of  the  court.  We  presume  the 
trial  court  did  its  duty  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  that  the 
appraisement  and  sale  were  legally  and  fairly  made.  It 
is  therefore  recommended  that  the  order  of  confirmation 
made  by  the  trial  court  be  affirmed. 


Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 


0.  C.  Randall  v.  The  Phelps  County  Mutual  Hail 

Insurance  Association. 

FILED  Fbbbuabt  19,  1902.    No.  11,064. 
?f  t/*P  JJ& 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mutual  Insurance:     Premium   Note:     Defease  of   no   Surety.     A 

member  of  a  mutual  Insurance  company  who  has  given  a  premium 
note  thereto  can  not  defend  an  action  upon  such  note  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  required  to  furnish  a  surety  upon  the  note 
as  provided  by  the  rules  of  the  company. 

2.  Mutual  Insurance:    Employment  of  Solicitors  as  Defense  to  Pre- 

mium Note.  Violation  of  the  statute  prohibiting  employment  of 
solicitors  by  a  mutual  hall  Insurance  company  Is  for  the  state  to 
complain  of,  and  is  not  available  to  a  member  as  a  defense  to  an 
action  upon  bis  premium  note. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Phelps  county.    Tried 
below  before  Beall,  J.     Affirmed. 

C.  11.  Roberta,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

E.  W.  Reed,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

This  is  an  action  upon  a  premium   note  given   to  a 
mutual  hail  insurance  company.    The  lower  court  directed 


Affirmed. 
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a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  company,  and  error  is  prose- 
cuted by  the  defendant.  The  principal  errors  assigned 
relate  to  rulings  on  evidence.  We  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  pass  on  the  abstract  correctness  of  these  rulings 
in  point  of  law  for  the  reason  that  we  regard  the  alleged 
defenses  to  which  they  are  pertinent  as  without  merit. 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  company  required  members  to 
furnish  sureties  upon  their  premium  notes.  It  appears 
that  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  in  question  personal 
security  was  felt  to  be  hard  to  obtain  and-  of  doubtful 
value  in  the  community  wheie  the  company  did  business 
and  the  directors  voted  to  ta'  ■■  chattel  security  instead, 
but  the  resolution  was  not  entered  by  the  secretary.  De- 
fendant's objection  is  that  the  company  permitted  him 
and  others  to  furnish  chattel  security  instead  of  personal 
security  as  required  by  the  rule  on  the  books.  The  rule 
requiring  personal  security,  being  for  the  benefit  of  the 
company,  and  of  its  own  making,  could  be  waived. 
Utoehlke  v.  Hahn,  158  111.,  79,  42  N.  E.  Rep.,  150.  The 
company  waived  it  and  was  precluded  from  objecting 
thereafter  on  that  ground.  But  this  estoppel  must  be 
mutual.  Defendant  can  not  be  a  member  for  the  purpose 
of  being  insured  and  yet  not  a  member  when  sued  on 
the  note.  As  to  the  other  point,  that  the  company  em- 
ployed solicitors  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  statute, 
we  need  hardly  say  that  the  violation  of  law  in  this  respect 
was  for  the  state  to  complain  of  and  was  not  available  to 
defendant  in  an  action  on  his  premium  note.  First 
National  Bank  v.  Orossham,  61  Neb.,  575,  85  N.  W,  Rep., 
542.  Defendant  cites  State  v.  Moore,  48  Neb.,  870.  But 
that  case  is  not  in  point.  It  was  an  application  for  a 
*-rit  of  mandamus  to  compel  the  auditor  to  issue  a  certi- 
ficate authorizing  a  mutual  company  to  do  business  in 
the  state.  Here  the  state  is  not  prosecuting,  nor  the 
auditor  refusing  to  permit  the  company  to  do  business 
while  it  continues  its  unwarranted  practice.  The  statute 
does  not  make  every  member  Of  the  company  a  common 
informer  to  hold  it  to  the  strict  line  of  its  duty  nor  reward 
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his  zeal  in  that  behalf  by  relieving  him  from  his  dues  and 
liabilities. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Babnbs  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

AFFIBMED. 


Anthony  Loan  &  Tbust  Co.,  appellee,  v.  Agnes  Fioselli, 
appellant. 

Filed  Febbuabt  19,  1902.   No.  11,070. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Process:  Con- ci.ua ivem ess  or  Eetubn.  Where,  upon  the  face  of  his  re- 
turn to  a  writ,  it  appears  that  the  officer  executing  tt  duly  per- 
formed hie  duty  and  that  the  same  was  executed  according  to  law, 
In  the  abseace  of  a  showing  to  the  contrary,  such  return  Is  con- 
clusive. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Evans,  J.     Affirmed. 

Louis  J.  Piatti,  for  appellant 

F.  A.  Brogan,  contra. 

Albert,  0. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
real  estate  in  foreclosure  proceedings.  The  only  grounds 
urged  in  the  brief,  against  the  order  of  confirmation,  are 
those  growing  out  of  the  appraisal.  The  objections  to 
the  appraisal  relied  upon  are,  first,  that  no  copy  thereof 
was  filed  in  the  office,  of  the  clerk  as  required  by  law- 
second,  that  no  oath  was  administered  to  the  appraisers 
to  impartially  appraise  the  premises.  These  objections 
were  lodged  before  sale,  but  were  not  passed  upon  until 
afterward,  when  the  case  came  on  for  hearing  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  sheriff  on  the  order  of  sale,  when  they  were 
overruled  and  the  sale  confirmed.  The  return  of  the 
sheriff  shows  that  a  copy  of  the  appraisal  was  duly  filed 
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in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  that 
such  appraisal  was  made  after  the  appraisers  had  been 
sworn  "impartially  to  appraise"  the  premises  sold.  The 
return  is  not  contradicted  by  affidavit  or  other  evidence 
of  record  in  this  cose.  The  bill  of  exceptions  contains 
nothing  save  the  decree,  order  of  sale,  appraisal  and  other 
matters  which  were  properly  in  the  record  before  the 
bill  of  exceptions  was  allowed.  Under  such  circum- 
stances it  adds  nothing,  except  in  balk,  to  the  record 
and  is  superfluous.  On  the  record  presented  the  trial 
court  could  not  do  otherwise  than  confirm  the  sale. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  order  of  confirmation  be 
affirmed. 

Am  us  and  Duffir,  CO.,  concur. 


Charles  S.  Taylor,  appellee,  v.  Urban  Rexs  bt  al.,  Im- 
pleaded with  Bessie  Kavan  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  February  19,  1902.    No.  11.0S8. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No. '2. 

1.  Hortgrajje  Foreclosure:    Return  of  Order  Within  Sixtt  Dats.    Fail- 

ure of  the  sheriff  to  return  an  order  of  sale  pursuant  to  decree  of 
foreclosure  within  sixty  days  of  Its  Issuance  Is  no  sufficient  reason 
for  withholding  confirmation  of  a  sale  made  thereunder. 

2.  Xortgugs  Foreclosure:    Appraisal:    Mistake  in  Valoatioh.    An  ap- 

praisement of  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  Judicial  sale,  duly 
made,  can  not  be  assailed  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  appraisers 
were  mistaken  In  their  valuation  of  the  property. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawcett,  J.     Affirmed. 

Louis  Berka  and  John  D.  Ware,  for  appellants. 
F.  A.  Brogtm,  contra. 
Pound,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
real  property  pursuant  to  a  decree  of  foreclosure.     Two 
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objections  are  argued,  both  of  which  have  been  disposed 
of  repeatedly  by  this  court.  Failure  of  the  sheriff  to 
return  the  order  of  sale  within  sixty  days  of  its  issuance, 
the  firot  ground  of  complaint,  was  no  reason  for  refusing 
confirmation.  Amonkeag  Havings  Hank  v.  Rabbins,  53 
Neb.,  776;  Philadelphia  Mortgage  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Buck- 
staff  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.,  61  Neb.,  54,  84  N.  W.  Rep.,  411.  As 
to  the  objection  to  the  appraisement,  it  is  well  settled  that 
an  appraisement,  duly  made,  will  not  be.  set  aside  merely 
because  the  appraisers  were  mistaken  in  their  valuation. 
Net hoii  v.  Ailing,  58  Neb.,  (iOo;  Lockwood  v.  Cooky  58  Neb., 
302;  Omaha  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Fits pat rick,  59  Neb., 
303.  We  recommend  that  the  order  of  confirmation  be 
a  Airmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CC,  concur. 


William  F.  Bonawitz,  Sheriff  of  Jefferson  County,  v. 

Margaret  De  Kalb. 

Filed  February  19,  1902.    No.  11,096. 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:    Conflicting  Evidence.     The  verdict  of  a  ]nrr 

on  testimony  fairly  conflicting  will  not  be  disturbed  by  this  court. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error;   Vehdict:    Instructions.    Verdict  examined,  and 

held,  not  In  conflict  with  instructions. 

3.  Trial:    Juixje  Recalling  Jury  to  Give  Recollection  of  Testimony. 

While  It  Is  permissible  for  the  trial  court  after  a  Jury  Is  sent  out 
to  deliberate  on  Its  verdict  to  recall  It  and  give  his  recollection  as 
to  the  testimony  on  a  point  In  dispute  In  the  presence  of  or  after 
noilce  to  the  parties  or  their  counsel,  yet  this  practice  has  never 
been  looked  upon  with  favor  by  this  court. 


4.  Appeal  and  Error:    Instructions.    Instructions  examined,  and  heW 
pertinent  to  the  Issues  Involved  In  the  case. 

Error  from   the  district  court   for  Jefferson   county. 
Tried  below  before  8tl-ll,  J.     Affirmed. 
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John  Ecasty  and  C.  E.  Denney,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  E.  Barnes,  contra. 

Oldham,  0. 

This  was  an  action  in  replevin.  Tbe  only  question  in- 
volved is  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  property  replevied. 
The  defendant,  sheriff,  took  possession  of  the  property 
under  an  execution  issued  against  Thomas  J.  De  .Kalb, 
huslwind  of  the  plaintiff.  Plaintiff  claims  the  property 
as  her  separate,  statutory  estate.  Plaintiff  had  judgment 
in  the  court  below  and  defendant  brings  error. 

It  is  contended  that  the  verdict  should  he  set  aside  as 
being  clearly  against  the  weight,  of  the  evidence.  But 
an  inspection  of  the  testimony  as  contained  in  the  bill 
of  exceptions  convinces  us  that  there  was  much  compe- 
tent, affirmative  testimony  introduced  tending  to  show 
that  plaintiff,  Margaret  De  Kalb,  was  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  controversy,  and,  although  this  testimony  was 
met  by  opposing  testimony  offered  by  the  defendant  below 
tending  to  discredit  it,  it  nevertheless  presented  an  issue 
of  fact  which  was  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  a  jury 
to  determine. 

It  is  next  insisted  that  the  verdict  is  contrary  to  the 
instructions  of  the  trial  court,  and  particularly  paragraph 
seven  of  instructions  given  by  the  court  at  the  request  of 
defendant  below.  While  this  instruction  presented  the 
case  in  a  manner  very  favorable  to  the  contention  of 
plaintiff  in  error  and  stated  the  law,  as  we  think,  too 
strongly  in  his  favor,  yet  it  left  the  jury  to  determine 
from  the  evidence  whether  or  not  Margaret  De  Kalb  "and 
her  husband  so  conducted  and  handled  the  property  that 
the  public  in  general  believed  that  the  property  belonged 
to  the  husband."  Now,  as  we  have  already  pointed  out, 
there  was  conflicting  testimony  in  the  record  on  thia 
question,  and  hence  the  finding  of  the  jury  should  not 
be  disturbed. 

It  ia  further  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  not 
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giving  the  jury  further  instructions  after  it  had  retired 
and  deliberated  for  some  time  and  sent  the  following 
written  request  to  the  trial  judge:  "Your  honor,  we 
would  like  to  have  further  instructions  on  this  case.  Tf 
there  was  any  evidence  that  Thomas  J.  De  Kalb  ever 
owned  any  personal  property,  the  most  of  us  don't  know 
it"  This  request  appears  to  have  been  declined.  The 
action  of  the  trial  court  in  recalling  a  jury  and  giving  it 
further  instructions  after  it  has  once  retired  for  deliber- 
ation lies  in  the  sound  discretion  of  the  trial  judge;  and 
unless  the  record  discloses  a  manifest  abuse  of  this  dis- 
cretion in  this  matter  such  action  will  not  be  reviewed 
by  this  court.  Here  the  request  was  one  for  information 
on  the  testimony  introduced,  and  while  it  is  permissible 
for  the  court,  after  a  jury  has  been  sent  out  to  deliberate 
on  its  verdict,  to  recall  it  and  give  his  recollection  of  testi- 
mony in  dispute,  this  practice  has  never  been  looked  upon 
with  great  favor  by  this  court.  Jamexon-  v.  State,  25 
Neb.,  185;  Darner  v.  Daggett,  35  Neb.,  695;  McClary  v. 
Htull,  44  Neb.,  175;  Bartell  v.  State,  40  Neb.,  233. 

It  is  lastly  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  giving 
three  instructions  requested  by  the  defendant  in  error. 
It  is  conceded  by  counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  that  each 
of  the  instructions  given  properly  declares  the  law ;  but 
it  is  contended  that  these  instructions  are  not  pertinent 
to  the  issues  involved  in  this  case.  Each  of  the  instruc- 
tions complained  of  dealt  with  the  right  of  a  married 
woman,  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Nebraska,  to  own 
and  control  personal  property  separate  and  apart  from 
the  property  owned  by  her  husband.  We  think  that  these 
instructions  were  not  only  correct,  as  abstract  proposi- 
tions of  law,  bnt  were  plainly  applicable  to  the  issues 
involved  in  this  case. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


VOL.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902.  537 

Nelson  v.  Harlan  County. 

Andrew   Q.   Nelson,   appellant,  v.    Harlan   County, 
Nebraska,  et  al.,  appellees. 

Fmd  February  19,  1902.  No.  11,114. 
Commissioner's  opinion.  Department  No.  3, 
Eminent  Domain:  Appraisal  of  Damages  bt  Bridge  Committee: 
Effect.  A  landowner  filed  a  claim  for  damages  tor  land  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  a  public  highway.  Instead  of  having  his  damages 
appraised  by  three  disinterested  electors  appointed  by  the  clerk, 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  bridge  committee  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  and  this  committee  awarded  him  175.  Held.  That  In 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  the  statute  should  be 
strictly  followed,  and  that  the  appraisement  of  damageB  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  board  which  was  to  settle  and  determine  the  amount 
to  be  allowed  was  such  a  departure  from  the  method  of  ascertain- 
ing the  plaintiff's  damage  as  to  invalidate  the  proceeding. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.     Reversed  toith  directions. 

John  Eversnn,  for  appellant. 

R.  L.  Keester  and  A.  M.  Bcreaford,  contra. 

DUFFIE,  C. 

On  July  12,  1898,  a  petition  was  filed  with  the  county 
clerk  of  Harlan  county,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  road  "commencing  at  the  northwest  corner  of  section 
twelve  (12),  township  two  (2),  range  twenty  (20),  thence 
running  southeast  terminating  at  the  half  section  line  of 
said  section  twelve  (12),  thence  east  to  the  township  line." 
No  question  is  made  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition. 
On  July  16,  the  county  clerk  appointed  a  commissioner 
to  examine  the  proposed  road  and  he  reported  in  favor  of 
its  establishment.  On  August  9  following,  the  plaintiff, 
Andrew  G.  Nelson,  filed  his  claim  for  damages  in  the 
snm  of  $600.  No  appraisers  were  appointed  by  the  county 
clerk  to  examine  and  report  upon  these  damages,  but  on 
October  25,  1898,  the  board  of  supervisors 'referred  the 
matter  of  the  damages  to  the  bridge  committee  of  the 


538  NEBKASKA  KEPOKTS.     [UxomcuL 

Nelson  v.  Harlan  County. 

board,  and  that  committee  made  a  report  favoring  the 
allowance  of  |75.  Steps  were  thereafter  taken  referring 
the  matter  of  the  payment  of  these  damages  to  the  trus- 
tees of  Sappa  township,  the  road  in  question  being  located 
in  that  township.  Sometime  in  January,  1899,  the 
trustees  of  Sappa  township  reported  to  the  board  of  super- 
visors their  willingness  to  pay  f  50  of  the  damages  awarded 
to  Nelson,  and  thereupon  the  county  board  passed  an  order 
as  follows:  "On  motion  of  Elliott  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  was  granted  and  road  ordered  opened,  provid- 
ing Road  District  No.  22  shall  pay  said  $50  damages 
within  twenty  days." 

We  gather  from  the  record  that  Sappa  township  paid 
into  the  county  treasury  the  sum  of  $50  which  was  ten- 
dered to  Nelson  as  damages,  which  amount  he  refused  to 
accept,  and  thereupon  Ed.  Goudie,  the  supervisor  of  roads, 
proceeded  under  the  directions  of  the  board  of  county 
supervisors  to  open  the  road,  whereupon  Nelson,  the  ap- 
pellant, brought  this  action  against  the  county,  the  super 
visors  thereof,  and  Goudie,  praying  an  injunction  to  pre- 
vent them  from  taking  or  in  any  manner  appropriating 
the  land  of  the  plaintiff  for  use  as  a  public  highway  or 
interfering  with  plaintiff's  possession  of  the  land.  Harlan 
county  and  the  board  of  supervisors  demurred  to  the 
petition  alleging  as  one.ground  of  the  demnrrer  that  "they 
were  not  proper  parties  defendant  in  said  action."  This 
demurrer  was  sustained  by  the  district  court,  and  this 
is  one  error  complained  of  upon  the  appeal. 

In  Hodges  v.  Board  of  Supervisors,  49  Neb.,  666,  it  was 
held  that,  "A  county  board  is  not  a  proper  party  defend- 
ant in  an  action  to  enjoin  the  opening  of, a  highway." 
The  reason  for  the  rule  is  fully  stated  by  Nobval,.J.,  and 
need  not  be  repeated  here.  While  the  form  of  the  de- 
'  murrer  might  not  technically  raise  the  question,  still  as 
no  action  could  be  maintained  against  the  county  or  its 
board  of  supervisors,  the  mere  fact  that  the  demurrer  was 
defective  in  form  is  not  error  requiring  a  reversal  of  the 
case. 
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Goudie,  the  road  supervisor,  filed  an  answer,  and  upon 
the  issues  thus  joined,  the  case  was  tried  and  a  decree 
entered  ordering  a  dissolution  of  the  temporary  injunc- 
tion theretofore  allowed  upon  the  payment  to  the  plaintiff 
of  the  sum  of  $75  within  ten  dayB  from  the  entry  of  the 
decree,  and  in  case  of  non-payment  of  said  sum,  the  in- 
junction to  stand  until  paid.  We  have  some  doubts  as 
to  whether  the  decree  in  the  form  that  we  find  it  in  the 
record  constitutes  a  final  judgmeut  from  which  an  appeal 
will  lie.  There  is  no  order  dismissing  the  plaintiff's  Mil 
upon  the  payment  of  damages  awarded  by  the  court.  The 
only  order  made  is  that  upon  the  failure  to  pay  theBe 
damages  the  temporary  injunction  shall  continue  in  force. 
This  would  seemingly  continue  the  case  for  further  con- 
sideration by  the  court,  but  as  both  parties  have  proceeded 
in  the  case  upon  the  assumption  that  the  decree  entered 
was  a  final  disposition  of  the  case,  we  will  dispose  of  it 
upon  that  theory. 

In  his  answer,  the  defendant,  Goudie,  alleges  that  a 
road  along  substantially  the  same  lines  as  the  one  now 
under  consideration-  was  established  in  the  year  1885,  and 
that  such  road  has  been  in  use  by  the  public  from  that 
time  to  the  present ;  and  the  claim  is  made  that  the  public 
are  entitled  to  a  right  of  way  by  prescription,  even  if  no 
road  had  been  legally  established.  We  do  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  examine  the  evidence  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  road  by  prescription.  The  plaintiff 
and  appellant  claimed  damages  on  account  of  his 
land  being  taken  for  the  opening  of  the  road  in  question. 
His  right  to  damages  was  recognized,  and  damages  were 
awarded.  We  do  not  think,  in  thiB  condition  of  the  case, 
that  the  defendant  can  now  be  heard  to  say  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  damages  or  that  none  of  his  land  was  being 
appropriated  hy  this  new  proceeding. 

The  appellant  complains  because  appraisers  were  not 
appointed  to  assess  the  damages  sustained  by  him  on 
account  of  the  establishment  of  this  road.  Section  4528, 
Compiled  Statutes,  1901,  is  as  follows:     "When  claims 
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for  damages  are  filed  and  on  the  day  appointed  for  filing 
the  same,  the  county  clerk  must  appoint  three  suitable  and 
disinterested  electors  of  the  county  as  appraisers,  to  view 
the  ground  on  a  day  fixed  by  him,  and  report  upon  the 
amount  of  damages  sustained  by  the  claimants;  such 
report  shall  be  made  and  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  within 
thirty  days  after  the  day  they  are  appointed."  Section 
4533  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  to  examine  the 
question  of  damages  reported  by  the  appraisers  and  they 
may  increase  or  diminish  the  amount  reported  as  in  their 
judgment  and  from  the  evidence  before  them  they  may 
think  right  and  proper.  They  constitute  the  court  or 
tribunal  by  which  the  claimant's  damage  is,  in  the  first 
instance,  determined  and  settled,  and  we  can  not  think 
that  the  law  is  complied  with  by  referring  the  appraise- 
ment of  damages  to  a  committee  of  the  board  which  is 
finally  to  pass  upon  that  question  instead  of  to  three  dis- 
interested electors  as  provided  by  statute. 

In  Currier  v.  Marietta  R.  Co.,  11  Ohio  St.,  228,  it  is  said : 
"There  is  no  rule  more  familiar  or  better  settled  than  this : 
that  grants  of  corporate  power,  being  in  derogation  of 
common  right,  are  to  be  strictly  construed;  and  this  is 
especially  the  case  where  the  power  claimed  is  a  delega- 
tion of  the  right  of  eminent  domain — one  of  the  highest 
powers  of  sovereignty  pertaining  to  the  state  itself,  and 
interfering  most  seriously,  and  often  vexatiously,  with 
the  ordinary  rights  of  property."  In  Sharp  v.  Johnson, 
4  Hill  [N.  Y.],  92,  the  rule  was  stated  as  follows:  "When 
lands  are  taken  under  statutory  authority,  in  derogation 
of  the  common  law,  every  requisite  of  the  statute  having 
a  semblance  of  benefit  to  the  owner  must  be  strictly  com- 
plied with." 

Because  the  statute  was  not  observed  in  the  appoint 
ment  of  appraisers  to  assess  the  plaintiff's  damages  and 
because  these  damages  were  appraised  and  assessed  by 
members  of  the  court  or  body  before  whom  the  question 
of  his  damages  was  to  be  tried,  we  recommend  a  reversal 
of  the  decree  of  the  district  court,  and  that  the  case  be 
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remanded  with  directions  to  enter  a  decree  making  the 
temporary  injunction  perpetual;  this  decree,  however, 
not  to  operate  as  a  bar  to  further  proceedings  to  establish 
the  road  in  question  by  proper  proceedings  taken  there- 
after. 
Ames  and  Albbbt,  CO.,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  reversed,  and  the  case 
remanded  with  directions  to  enter  a  decree  making  the 
temporary  injunction  perpetual;  this  decree,  however, 
not  to  operate  as  a  bar  to  further  proceedings  to  establish 
the  road  in  question  by  proper  proceedings  taken  there- 
after. 

Reversed  with  directions. 


Edward  D.  Jones,  appellee,  v.  Margaret  Cleary  bt  al., 

APPELLANTS,  BT  AL. 

DIlkd  Febeuaxy  19,  1902.    No.  11,116. 

Com  miss!  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  X. 

1.  Judgment:  Cosjtbmattoit :  Rwjulabitt  Pbehttmed.  Regularity  of 
the  trial  court  In  panerng  upon  a  motion  to  confirm  a  sale  will  be 
presumed  until  overcome  by  affirmative  proof  in  the  record. 

1.  Bills  of  Exception*:  Rules  or  Pb&cticx.  The  rules  of  practice  In  a 
district  court,  alleged  to  have  a  material  bearing  on  the  rulings 
complained  of,  before  they  can  enter  Into  a  determination  of  a 
question  presented  in  this  court,  must  be  incorporated  In  the  bill 
of  exceptions. 

I.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Objection  or  Fraud  th  Appraisal:  Pkb- 
scmption:  Evidence  of  Taluk.  An  appraisement  objected  to  on 
the  ground  that  It  is  fraudulent,  where  no  actual  fraud  is  shown, 
must  be  supported  by  evidence  as  to  value,  between  which  and  the 
appraised  value  the  discrepancy  is  so  great  as  to  raise  a  presump- 
tion of  fraud;  otherwise  the  objection  can  not  be  sustained. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysor,  J.    Affirmed. 

W.  H.  De  France,  for  appellants. 

Tibbeta  Bros.,  Morey  d  Anderson,  contra. 
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This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  confirmation  made 
by  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county  on  the  17th  day  of 
June,  1899,  confirming  a  sale  of  mortgaged  property  made 
by  the  sheriff  of  that  county.  But  two  questions  are 
presented  for  consideration  in  brief  of  counsel,  and  no 
others  will  be  considered.  Appellants  contend,  first,  that 
the  trial  court  erred  in  overruling  the  motion  made  to  set 
aside  the  appraisement  by  the  sheriff  and  the  freeholders 
because  the  property  was  appraised  too  low ;  and  second, 
that  the  court  erred  in  confirming  the  sale  when  no  motion 
had  been  made  and  filed  in  writing  as  required  by  the  . 
rules  of  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county,  and  that 
appellants  had  no  notice  of  the  order  confirming  the  sale 
as  required  by  the  rules  of  practice  in  said  court 

In  support  of  tbeir  objections  to  the  appraisal  and  the 
motion  to  vacate  the  sale,  appellants  filed  the  affidavits  of 
five  persons,  residents  of  Douglas  county,  each  of  whom 
placed  the  value  of  the  property  at  $8,000.  In  support 
of  the  appraisal  and  the  confirmation  of  the  sale,  appellee 
filed  affidavits  of  eight  persons  residing  in  Douglas  county, 
who  valued  the  property  at  sums  ranging  from  $3,900  to 
$6,000.  The  property  was  appraised  by  the  sheriff  at 
$6,000.  It  is  the  settled  rule  of  practice  in  this  state  that 
an  appraisement  such  as  that  in  the  case  at  bar  is  final 
unless  fraud  is  shown.  Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  56  Neb., 
61 ;  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company  v.  Stimpson,  53  Neb., 
536;  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  v. 
Mulvihill,  53  Neb.,  538.  There  seems  to  be  no  merit  in 
thiB  contention  of  appellants.  The  next  contention  is  that 
no  motion  in  writing  was  filed  for  the  confirmation  of 
the  sale,  and  that  appellants  had  no  notice  of  the  filing 
of  such  motion.  Attached  to  the  transcript  in  this  case 
is  a  copy  of  the  roles  of  practice  or  bar  rules  of  the  district 
court  of  Douglas  county,  requiring  that  motions  for  the 
confirmation  of  sales  shall  be  in  writing,  etc.  Such  rules 
of  practice,  in  order  to  be  available  for  the  determination 
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of  any  question  presented  in  this  court,  must  he  preserved 
by  the  bill  of  exceptions,  which  was  not  done  in  this  case. 
State  v.  Scott,  59  Neb.,  499.  But  even  if  they  were  prop- 
erly before  this  court,  the  objection  seems  to  be  wholly 
witl-out  merit.  Appellants  appeared  at  the  time  the  order 
of  confirmation  was  made,  offered  their  affidavits  in  sup- 
port of  their  contention  that  the  appraisement  was  too 
low;  had  their  motion  to  vacate  the  appraisal  and  the 
sale  duly  passed  upon,  and  took  their  exceptions  to  the 
actions  of  the  trial  court.  The  trial  court,  in  confirming 
the  sale,  recites  that  a  motion  for  confirmation  was  filed. 
This  record  imports  absolute  verity,  and  if  incorrect,  ap- 
pellants should  have  moved  for  a  correction.  State  v. 
Hopewell,  35  Neb.,  822;  Merchants  Savings  Bank  v.  Noll, 
50  Neb.,  615.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  trial  court 
supposed  a  motion  for  confirmation  of  sale  to  have  been 
duly  filed,  and  if  appellants  had  called  the  attention  of 
the  court  to  the  absence  of  such  motion,  doubtless  the 
trial  court  would  have  required  its  filing.  This  appellants 
failtd  to  do,  and  they  can  not  now  be  heard  to  complain. 
Appellants  do  not  seem  to  have  been  in  any  way  prejudiced 
by  the  action  of  the  trial  court,  and  it  is  therefore  recom- 
mended that  the  order  of  confirmation  made  by  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CC,  concur. 


Harrison  H.  Blodgett  v.  Ivbe  Jensen. 

Filed  Febbdabt  19,  1902.    No.  11,159. 

Commissi  oiler's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Pleading:  Damasks:  Spi-fictbhcy  of  Au,BOATiona.  Allegations  In 
petition,  1st,  of  lease  by  plaintiff  from  defendant  of  lands  as 
meadow;  2d,  of  actions  brought  successfully  against  plaintiff  by  a 
third  party  to  recover  for  the  grass  taken  from  the  land  by  plain- 
tiff; 3d,  of  notice  to  this  plaintiff  in  error  of  such  actions  anfl  re. 
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quest  to  defend,  and,  4th,  of  payment  of  judgments  and  coals  In 
Buch  actions  by  plaintiff,  held,  to  show  a  cause  of  action. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Evidence:  Damages.     Evidence  examined  and 
held  to  show  ample  facts  to  sustain  findings  of  trial  court 

Ekbob  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Feost,  J.     Affirmed. 

H.  S.  Blodgett,  pro  86. 

Clark  &  Allen,  contra. 

Hastincs,  0. 

But  two  questions  are  raised  in  this  action  in  any  event. 
It  is  claimed  by  defendant  in  error  that  there  are  none. 
The  errors  assigned  are :  1st,  not  sustaining  demurrer 
to  second  amended  petition ;  2d,  finding  for  plaintiff  when 
it  should  have  been  for  defendant;  3d,  judgment  contrary 
to  law  and  evidence  in  the  case;  4th,  error  in  admitting 
the  transcript  of  judgment  in  justice  court  of  Saunders 
county;  5th,  error  in  permitting  oral  testimony  as  to  the 
issues  in  such  justice  court;  6th,  errors  of  law  duly  ex- 
cepted to;  7th,  error  in  admitting  transcript  of  judgment 
of  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  present  action ;  8th,  allowing 
damages  in  excess  of  $50,  the  consideration  of  the  lease, 
and,  9th,  overruling  motion  for  new  trial.  The  last  two 
questions  are  not  urged  in  the  brief  of  plaintiff  in  error. 
As  to  the  4th,  5th,  6th  and  7th  the  action  was  heard  to  the 
court  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,  and  if  there  is 
sufficient  material  testimony  they  need  not  be  considered. 
The  objection  that  the  judgment  is- contrary  to  the  law 
and  the  evidence  in  the  case  will  be  considered  as  an  ob- 
jection to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  Bustain  the 
finding,  though  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  it  ought  to 
be  so  considered.  The  objection  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
evidence  is  not  specific,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell  from 
the  objection  whether  the  complaint  is  as  to  the  finding 
of  fact  or  the  conclusions  of  law  of  the  trial  court 

An  examination  of  the  record  discloses  an  admission 
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in  defendant's  answer  that  on  Jane  4,  1892,  he  leased  to 
the  plaintiff  below,  defendant  in  error  here,  160  acres  of 
land  in  Saunders  county,  from  the  4th  of  June  to  the  4th 
of  November,  in  the  same  year,  and  received  |50  paid  in 
advance  from  the  plaintiff,  Jensen.  It  was  grass  land  and 
stipulated  to  be  used  "for  mowing  purposes  only."  About 
July  10,  when  Jensen  commenced-  cutting  his  grass,  he 
found  about  twenty  acres  of  it  already  cut  by  one  Yates, 
and  upon  his  attempting  to  remove  some  of  the  hay  him- 
self, it  was  replevied  from  him  by  Yates,  who  claimed  to 
have  a  prior  lease  for  the  same  premises  from  defendant, 
Blodgett  Blodgett  was  notified  of  the  pendency  of  the 
action  and  told  plaintiff  to  bold  possession,  that  he  was 
all  right  and  would  be  protected,  and  that  Yates  had  no 
claim.  Yates  recovered  judgment  for  the  hay  replevied, 
which  is  testified  to  have  been  worth  about  ?9,  and  the 
costs  in  that  action,  (19.  After  this  judgment,  plaintiff 
was  still  instructed  to  go  on  and  cut  the  hay  and  pro- 
ceeded to  do  so,  and  in  November,  1894,  suit  was  brought 
against  plaintiff  for  the  hay  by  Yates,  and  a  judgment 
recovered  for  $125  and  costs  of  suit  taxed  at  $7.20.  Of 
this  action  also  the  defendant  was  notified.  No  denial 
is  attempted  of  the  lease  to  plaintiff  nor  of  payment  of 
|50  rent,  nor  of  receipt  of  notice  by  defendant  of  both  the 
actions  brought  by  Yates  against  the  plaintiff.  It  clearly 
appears  that  plaintiff  paid  both  judgments.  The  findings 
of  the  trial  court  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  f200 
are  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence.  Defendant  does  not 
deny  telling  plaintiff  to  retain  the  premises,  cut  the  hay, 
and  he  would  be  protected.  The  amounts  paid  out  by 
plaintiff  and  interest  make  a  sum  considerably  greater 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  in  district  court  than  the  amount 
found,  viz.,  $200.  The  allegations  of  the  petition  set  forth 
these  facts  as  a  basis  of  recovery,  and  it  is  recommended 
that  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  be  affirmed. 

Da*  and  Kibkpatsiok,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirm  hd. 

n 
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C.  A.  SCHBANDT  ET  AL.  V.  WlLBER  E.  YOUNG. 

Filed  March  6,  1902.    No.  10,541. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Contracts:    Cabino  fob  Sheep:    Breach:    Mkasobe  of  Damaoes.    In 

an  a-tion  brought  by  plaintiff  to  recover  damages  for  a  breach  or 
contract  whereby  he  was  to  receive  as  compensation  for  caring  for 
a  flock  of  sheep,  one-half  of  the  Increase  and  one-half  of  the  wool 
clip,  held,  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  for  such  profits 
or  advantages,  the  direct  and  Immediate  fruits  of  his  contract  as 
wera  lost  by  such  breach  of  contract  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

2.  Contracts:    Breach:    Expert  Tebtimont  op  Increase  Ann  Wool-Clip 

of  Sheep.  That  prospective  gains  arising  from  the  probable  In- 
crease of  the  floeh  and  the  probable  wool-clip  are  not  so  uncertain 
and  contingent  aa  to  prevent  proof  by  experts  of  the  amount  end 
value  of  such  Increase  and  wool-clip. 

3.  Trial:    Limiting  Arguments  to  Just:     Discsstiok  of  Court.     It  la 

within  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court  to  limit  the  time  for  argu- 
ments to  the  Jury,  and  an  order  so  limiting  time  presents  no  ques- 
tion for  review,  unless  it  Is  made  to  appear  that  the  arguments 
were  thereby  unduly  restricted  and  that  the  time  allotted  to  the 
complaining  party  was  consumed.    Dixon  v.  State,  46  Neb.,  298. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Sheridan  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 

Robert  Lucas  and  Albert  W.  Vrites,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error. 

W.  W.  Wood,  contra. 

Day,  0. 

In  the  district  court  for  Sheridan  county  Wilber  E. 
Young  recovered  a  judgment  against  C.  A.  Schrandt  and 
others  for  $450  for  a  breach  of  a  contract  of  agistment. 
To  review  this  judgment  the  defendants  have  brought  the 
case  to  this  court  on  error. 

There  is  no  dispute  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendants 
entered  into  a  written  contract  on  December  16,  1895,  by 
which  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  take  and  keep  on  shares  for 
a  period  of  three  years,  771  ewes  and  10  rains  belonging 
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to  the  defendants.  As  compensation  for  his  services  the 
plaintiff  was  to  receive  one-half  of  the  increase  of  said 
sheep  after  first  making  good  all  the  losses,  and*  also  was 
to  receive  one-half  of  the  entire  wool-clip.  The  contract 
contains  a  great  many  stipulations  as  to  the  manner  of 
feeding,  handling  and  breeding  said  sheep,  which  we  deem 
unnecessary  to  be  set  out.  Pursuant  to  the  contract  the 
plaintiff  took  possession  of  said  sheep  and  commenced  to 
carry  out  the  conditions  of  the  contract.  The  plaintiff 
claims  that  some  months  after  taking  possession  of  said 
sheep  he  complained  to  the  defendants  that  many  of  the 
ewes  were  old  and  toothless  and  totally  unfit  to  be  kept 
during  the  period  of  the  contract  for  breeding,  and  that 
on  October  16,  1896,  an  oral  agreement  was  entered  into 
between  the  parties  whereby  the  plaintiff  was  to  feed  and 
prepare  for  market  529  of  the  old  ewes,  for  which  extra 
service  and  feed  furnished,  the  plaintiff  was  to  receive 
|200,  and  upon  the  delivery  of  the  old  ewes  to  the  de- 
fendants the  defendants  were  to  furnish  to  the  plaintiff  an  - 
equal  number  of  young  ewes,  to  be  kept  by  him  under  the 
terms  of  the  written  contract.  The  evidence  is  clear  that 
the  plaintiff  fed  the  529  old  ewes  a  large  quantity  of  hay, 
corn,  oats  and  barley,  and  on  November  27,  1896,  at  the 
request  of  the  defendants,  delivered  said  sheep  to  the 
defendants  who  received  them  and  sold  them  upon  the 
market.  The  defendants  did  not  pay  the  plaintiff  the 
(200,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  the  feed  and  care  of  said 
sheep  and  did  not  furnish  him  with  any  young  ewes  In 
lieu  of  the  529  old  ones,  by  reason  of  which  the  plaintiff 
claims  he  has  been  damaged  in  the  loss  of  the  increase  of 
said  sheep  and  the  wool-clip  therefrom  during  the  balance 
of  the  period  of  the  contract.  The  defendants  deny  the 
making  of  the  oral  contract  and  claim  that  the  plaintiff 
in  feeding  said  ewes  was  carrying  out  the  terms  of  the 
written  contract.  They  also  charge  mismanagement  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff  and  violations  of  his  contract 
by  virtue  of  which  they  had  the  right  to  and  did  termi- 
nate it 
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There  are  116  assignments  of  error  arising  npon  the 
introduction  of  evidence  and  the  instructions  of  the  court. 
In  fact,  there  is  hardly  a  question  to  which  exception  was 
taken  which  is  not  assigned  as  error.  We  can  see  no 
useful  purpose  in  attempting  to  group  them  and  answer 
the  objections  made,  Suffice  it  to  say  that  they  do  not 
appear  to  ns  to  have  been  prejudicial.  The  principal 
question  involved  in  the  case,  as  we  view  it,  arises  upon 
the  objections  of  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff's  testi- 
mony, as  to  the  probable  increase  of  the  529  ewes  for  the 
remaining  period  of  the  contract  and  the  value  thereof,  and 
the  probable  wool-clip  from  these  ewes  and  their  increase, 
and  its  value.  The  defendants  insist  that  this  evidence 
was  incompetent  because  the  damages  sought  to  be  shown 
were  too  remote,  speculative  and  conjectural  to  form  the 
basis  of  any  recovery. 

In  the  leading  case  of  Masterton  v.  Mayor  of  Brooklyn, 
7  Hill  [N.  Y.],  61,  the  court,  after  speaking  of  profits 
which  were  too  remote,  says:  "But  profits  or  advantages 
which  are  the  direct  and  immediate  fruits  of  the  contract 
entered  into  between  the  parties,  stand  upon  a  different 
footing.  These  are  part  and  parcel  of  the  contract  itself, 
entering  into  and  constituting  a  portion  of  its  very  ele- 
ments; something  stipulated  for,  the  right  to  enjoyment 
of  which  is  just  as  clear  and  plain  as  to  the  fulfillment 
of  any  other  stipulation.  They  are  presumed  to  have 
been  taken  into  consideration  and  deliberated  upon  before 
the  contract  was  made,  and  formed  perhaps  the  only 
inducement  to  the  arrangement."  Bo  in  the  case  at  bar, 
the  inducement  to  the  contract  was  the  contemplated 
profits  or  gains  to  be  derived  from  the  increase  in  the 
sheep  and  the  wool-clip. 

In  Shoemaker  v.  Acker,  48  Pac.  Rep.  [Cal.],  62,  the 
court,  in  discussing  this  question,  says:  "An  examina- 
tion of  the  authorities  will  show  that  the  cases  in  which 
future  profits  were  rejected  as  'speculative'  or  'too  remote' 
were  cases  where  the  asserted  future  profits  were  entirely 
collateral  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract,  and  not 
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consequences  flowing  in  a  direct  line  from  the  breach  of 
such  contract.  Familiar  instances  of  profits  which  are 
thus  speculative  and  remote  are  those  which  might  have 
been  realized  on  a  new  contract  with  a  third  person,  which 
could  have  been  consummated  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
contract  sued  on  if  the  latter  had  not  been  broken;  for 
in  such  a  case  the  profits  on  the  new  contract  are  wholly 
collateral  to  the  one  broken,  do  not  directly  flow  from  it, 
and  are  not  stipulated  for  or  contemplated  by  the  parties 
to  the  contract  sued  on.  But,  where  the  prospective 
profits  are  the  natural  and  direct  consequences  of  the 
breach  of  the  contract;  they  may  be  recovered;  and  he 
who  breaks  the  contract  cannot  wholly  escape  on  account 
of  the  difficulty  which  his  own  wrong  has  produced  of 
devising  a  perfect  measure  of  damages." 

In  Hoy  v.  Gronoble,  34  Pa.  St.,  9,  it  is  said,  quoting 
from  the  syllabus :  "In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
the  breach  of  a  parol  contract,  by  which  the  defendant 
engaged  to  employ  the  plaintiff  to  cultivate  a  farm  upon 
shares,  the  proper  measure  of  damages  is  the  profit;  which 
the  plaintiff  would  have  made  on  the  farm  if  the  contract 
had  not  been  violated." 

In  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  v.  Wilhelm,  48 
Neb.,  910,  it  is  said :  "The  general  rule  is  that  the  party 
injured  by  breach  of  contract  is  entitled  to  recover  all  his 
damages,  including  gains  prevented  as  well  as  losses  sus- 
tained, provided  they  are  certain  and  such  as  might  natu- 
rally be  expected  to  follow  the  breach."  Griffin  v.  Colver, 
16  N.  Y.,  489.  The  same  principle  was  recognized  in 
Wittenberg  v.  Mollyneaux,  55  Neb.,  429;  Shaw  v.  Hoff- 
man, 25  Mich.,  162;  Fultz  v.  Wycoff,  25  Ind.,  321. 

We  think  that  the  damages  claimed  in  the  case  at  bar 
are  of  the  kind  recognizable  under  the  principle  an- 
nounced in  the  foregoing  cases,  and  that  they  are  not  so 
contingent  and  uncertain  as  to  prevent  the  amount  from 
being  established  by  proof  with  reasonable  certainty. 
There  is  no  good  reason  why  one  skilled  in  the  business 
may    not    with    a    reasonable    degree    of    accuracy    be 
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able  to  give  the  probable  increase  of  a  flock  of  sheep 
under  certain  stated  conditions,  as  well  as  also  the 
amount  of  wool  which  a  flock  of  sheep  under  certain 
stated  conditions  would  be  likely  to  produce.  To  our  mind 
such  damages  are  no  more  contingent  or  uncertain  than 
would  be  the  damages  resulting  in  a  personal  injury  to  a 
professional  man,  and  yet  the  books  are  full  of  cases  where 
such  damages  have  been  allowed,  based  upon  the  prob- 
able damages.  Contracts  for  the  purchase  ana"  sale  of 
future  crops  running  throngh  a  series  of  years  have  been 
recognized  as  valid.  Blacktoood  v.  Cutting  Packing  Co., 
7fi  Cal.,  212.  Actions  have  frequently  been  maintained 
for  damages  for  the  destruction  of  growing  crops,  al- 
though, of  course,  there  was  no  certainty  that  the  crops 
would  have  matured.  1  Sutherland,  Damages  [2d  ed.], 
section  120,  and  cases  cited. 

The  record  shows  that  before  the  argument  to  the  jury 
was  commenced  the  court  made  an  order  limiting  the  time 
for  argument  to  one-half  hour  on  each  side,  to  which 
ruling,  the  defendants  excepted  and  thereupon  made  a 
formal  request  for  an  hour  and  a  half  in  which  to  present 
their  side,  which  request  was  denied.  This  ruling  is  one 
of  the  errors  complained  of.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
record  to  show  that  a  half  hour  on  each  side  was  not 
sufficient  time  to  argue  the  case,  or  that  the  time  allotted 
to  the  defendants  was  consumed.  The  question  here  pre- 
sented was  before  thia  court  in  Diwon~  v.  State,  46  Neb., 
298,  in  which  it  is  said :  "It  is  within  the  discretion  of  the 
trial  court  to  limit  the  time  for  arguments  to  the  jury, 
and  an  order  so  limiting  time  presents  no  question  for 
review,  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the  arguments 
were  thereby  unduly  restricted  and  that  the  time  allotted 
to  the  complaining  party  was  consumed." 

After  a  careful  reading  of  the  record  we  are  convinced 
that  the  numerous  assigned  errors  were  not  prejudical 
to  the  defendants.  The  jury,  having  adopted  the  plain- 
tiff's theory  of  the  case,  we  think  might  well  have  found 
under  the  evidence  a  verdict  in  his  favor  for  a  much  larger 
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ram.    We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatbick,  00.,  concur. 


Percy  A.  Wells  v.  John  C.  Fetzer. 

Piles  Mabch  5,  1902.    No.  10,610. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:    Assiowments  Without  Rm-raas  on  Exceptions. 

This  court  can  not  consider  or  pass  upon  assignments  of  error 
when  the  record  tails  to  show  any  rulings  on,  or  exceptions  to, 
the  matters  complained  of  in  the  court  below. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Evidence:    Action  on  Note.    Evidence  examined, 

and  held  to  be  sufficient  to  support  the  Judgment. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Red  Willow  county. 
Tried  below  before  Noeris,  J.     Affirmed. 

P.  A.  Wells  and  S.  A.  Bearle,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

F.  I.  Foss  and  W.  R.  Starr,  contra. 

Barnes,  O. 

On  the  17th  day  of  February,  1896,  an  action  was 
brought  in  justice  court  of  Red  Willow  county  before  the 
county  judge  acting  as  justice  of  the  peace,  on  a  promis- 
sory note  signed  by  the  plaintiff  in  error  herein.  The 
action  was  originally  brought  in  the  name  of  the  Parlin, 
Orendorff  &  Martin  Company,  to  recover  $174.88,  balance 
due  on  the  note  above  mentioned.  It  appears  from  the 
record  that  the  note,  when  it  was  given,  was  for  $ 270,  and 
payable  to  the  order  of  Blue  Hill  Bank  of  Blue  Hill,  Ne- 
braska, and  that  plaintiff  in  error  had  paid  a  part  thereof, 
leaving  a  balance  still  due  thereon.  The  plaintiff  in  error 
appeared  and  had  the  cause  continued  at  his  request.  On 
the  day  to  which  the  continuance  was  taken  he  made  no 
appearance  in  court  and  judgment  was  rendered  against 
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him.  From  that  judgment  he  appealed  to  the  district 
court  for  Red  Willow  county,  and  after  his  appeal  was  per- 
fected, and  some  five  months  after  the  case  had  been 
docketed  in  the  district  court,  he  filed  a  motion  to  dismiss 
the  case  and  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  he- 
cause  the  plaintiff  had  failed  to  file  an;  petition  in  the 
district  court  as  provided  by  law.  From  the  transcript 
certified  to  this  court  it  appears  that  no  ruling  was 
ever  had  upon  this  motion,  hut  that  afterwards,  on  the 
5th  day  of  November,  1896,  one  John  C.  Fetzer  filed  a 
petition  in  the  case,  on  the  note  in  suit,  in  his  own  name  as 
plaintiff.  No  objection  seems  to  have  been  made  at  the 
time,  and  in  fact  it  appears  from  the  record  that  on  the 
30th  day  of  January,  1897,  the  plaintiff  in  error  filed  a 
motion  asking  the  court  to  make  an  order  requiring 
Euclid  Martin  and  John  O.  Fetzer  to  be  made  parties 
plaintiff  to  the  suit.  An  examination  of  the  transcript 
showB  that  there  was  no  ruling  upon  this  motion,  but 
it  appears  that  from  and  thereafter  the  case  proceeded  in 
the  name  of  John  C.  Fetzer,  plaintiff,  against  P.  A.  Wells, 
defendant,  who  is  the  plaintiff  in  error  herein.  An  an- 
swer was  filed  to  which  there  was  a  reply,  and  the  case 
was  tried  by  the  court  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury. 
The  trial  resulted  in  a  judgment  for  the  defendant  in 
error,  John  G.  Fetzer,  and  against  the  plaintiff  in  error 
herein,  for  the  sum  of  f  210.56.  A  motion  for  a  new  trial 
was  filed  and  overruled  and  the  case  brought,  on  petition 
In  error,  to  this  court. 

The  plaintiff  assigns  some  nineteen  grounds,  or  reasons, 
for  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  below.  An 
examination  of  the  record,  however,  discloses  that  the  only 
grounds  set  forth  in  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  were,  first, 
the  judgment  is  not  sustained  by  the  evidence;  second, 
the  judgment  is  contrary  to  law;  third,  errors  of  law 
occurring  at  the  trial  duly  excepted  to  by  the  defendant; 
and  fourth,  that  the  court  erred  in  not  rendering  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  defendant  upon  the  law  and  fact. 

1.  It  is  the  established  rule  of  this  court  that  no  con- 
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sideration  will  be  given  to  any  assignments  of  error  con- 
tained in  the  petition  which  were  not  set  forth  in  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial.  It  follows  then  that  the  only 
errors  which  can  be  considered  are  the  ones  above  men- 
tioned. We  might  say  that  we  have  examined  the  record 
and  find  that  no  ruling  was  ever  made  and  excepted  to  in 
all  of  the  proceedings  had  on  the  trial  in  the  court  below, 
except  the  ruling  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  if  any  exception  was  saved  to  such 
ruling.  This  being  true,  the  errors  set  forth  in  the  petition 
and  the  plaintiff's  brief,  to  wit,  failure  to  dismiss  the 
action  for  want  of  prosecution,  for  the  reason  that  the 
plaintiff  had  not  filed  its  petition  within  the  time  re- 
quired by  law;  and  that  there  was  error  in  not  sustain- 
ing the  plaintiffs  motion  to  make  Euclid  Martin  and 
John  C.  Fetzer  parties  to  the  suit;  and  that  the  court 
erred  in  overruling  his  motion  to  strike  the  plaintiff's 
reply  from  the  files,  cannot  be  considered  by  this  court  for 
the  reason  that  no  ruling  appears  to  have  ever  been  made 
upon  any  of  these  motions,  and  of  course  there  were  no 
exceptions  thereto.  We  hold,  therefore,  that  the  only 
question  that  can  come  before  this  court,  if  indeed  we  can 
consider  such  question,  is  the  one  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
judgment  is  sustained  by  the  evidence.  We  have  con- 
cluded to  examine  the  record  and  determine  that  question 
even  if  it  be  doubtful  that  there  was  any  exception  taken 
to  the  overruling  of  the  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

2.  The  testimony  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  court  below, 
the  defendant  herein,  is  positive  that  he  is  the  owner  and 
holder  of  the  note;  that  the  balance  claimed  to  be  due 
thereon  was  due  and  wholly  unpaid.  The  note  itself  was 
introduced  in  evidence,  and,  taken  together  with  his  tes- 
timony, there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  entitle  him  to 
recover.  The  evidence  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant fails  to  disclose  a  contrary  state  of  facts.  It  was 
claimed,  and  evidence  was  introduced  to  attempt  to  show, 
that  the  plaintiff  in  error  had  signed  the  note  in  suit  and 
delivered  it  to  the  Blue  Hill  Bank  to  settle  an  action  that 
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was  theretofore  pending  between  it  and  one  William  H. 
Wells,  a  brother  of  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  that  there 
was  a  stipulation  or  agreement  that  the  suit  should  be 
dismissed  and  the  bondsmen  released  in  consideration  of 
the  note,  whenever  William  H.  Wells  should  pay  the  coats 
of  the  action.  It  is  not  shown,  however,  that  the  suit  was 
ever  further  prosecuted,  or  that  the  bondsmen  in  fact 
were  not  released,  or  that  William  H.  Wells  had  ever  paid 
the  costs,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  a  dismissal  of  the 
case.  In  fact  the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  establish 
a  defense  to  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  upon  the  note 
in  suit 

We  hold  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to  sustain  the 
findings  and  judgment  of  the  district  court,  and  such 
judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


School  District  No.  80  of  Nbmaha  County  v.  J.  M. 
Burress  bt  al. 

Filed  Mabch  5,  1902.    No.  10,617. 

tf  /V/Vtf  Cf 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

1.  Offlcem:    Dheach  of  Duty  to  Public:    Action  by  InnmDCtAL.    An  in- 

divdual  has  no  right  of  action  against  a  public  officer  tor  breach  ot 
a  duty  owing  to  the  public  only,  even  though  such  Individual  Is 
specially  Injured  thereby. 

2.  Officers;     Countt   Commissioners:     Lsyttnu  Tax   A   Public   Duty: 

Mistake.  The  duty  Imposed  upon  county  commissioners  under 
section  11,  subdivision  2,  chapter  79,  Compiled  Statutes,  of  levying 
the  tax  voted  by  a  school  district  meeting  and  certified  by  the 
district  board  Is  one  owing  to  the  public  only,  and  county  commia- 
sioners  who  in  good  faith  but  by  mistake  levy  a  less  tax  than  that 
voted  are  not  personally  liable  to  the  school  district 

3.  Officers:     Coumty  Clebk:     Levying  Tax  a   Public  Duty:    Mistake. 

The  like  duty  Imposed  upon  the  county  clerk  by  section  77,  article 
1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  Is  one  owing  to  the  public  only; 
hence  a  county  clerk  who  by  mistake  omits  to  levy  the  tax  reported 
In  accordance  with  said  section  Is  not  personally  liable  to  the 
school  district 
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4.  Officers:     County  Clerk:     Apportioning   Railroad   Property:     Li- 

ability fob  Mistake.  The  duty  imposed  upon  the  county  clerk 
by  section  85,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  of  appor- 
tioning railroad  property  among  the  several  school  districts  for 
purpose*  of  taxation  Is  one  owing  to  the  public  only;  hence  a 
county  clerk  is  not  personally  liable  to  a  school  district  for  an 
honest  mistake  in  the  apportionment. 

5.  Officer*:    Breach  op  Dorr  to  Pl-blic  and  Individual:    Right  of  In- 

dividual: Measure  of  Damages.  Where  the  duty  of  levying  a  tax 
is  owing  to  some  Individual,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  as  In  cases 
where  the  levy  Is  directed  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  for 
payment  of  a  judgment,  the  measure  of  damage  Is  not  the  amount 
of  the  tax  whi.'h  should  have  been  raised,  but  only  such  actual 
damage  as  the  Individual  entitled  to  recover  ha3-  sustained,  such 
as  tbe  expense  Incident  to  procuring  the  tax  to  be  raised  and  any 
Impairment  of  his  claim  by  reason  of  failure  to  levy. 

6.  Appeal  and  Error:    Reversal  to  Recover  Nominal  Damages.     A 

Judgment  will  not  be  reversed  In  order  to  permit  recovery  of  nom- 
inal damages,  unless  recovery  of  such  damages  will  establish  or 
preserve  some  right  or  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  coats. 

Ebroe  from  the  district  court  for  Nemaha  comity. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.     Affirmed. 

O.  B.  Beveridge  and  B.  Frank  Neal,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

E.  Ferneau  and  W.  H.  Kelligar,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

In  1895,  three  contiguous  school  districts  in  Nemaha 
county,  numbered  21,  22  and  27,  were  rearranged  by  cut- 
ting off  a  new  district  known  as  No.  80.  A  railroad 
traversed  the  territory  of  "the  old  districts,  and  after  the 
subdivision  some  two  miles  or  more  of  said  road  were 
located  in  the  new  district.  The  county  authorities,  by 
mistake,  omitted  to  levy  upon  this  property  at  the  rate 
Toted  by  the  school  meeting  in  the  new  district,  but  in- 
stead levied  at  the  rate  voted  by  the  old!  district  in  which 
tbe  property  originally  lay,  so  that,  while  no  part  of  the 
road  entirely  escaped  taxation,  the  rate  levied  upon  the 
two  miles  in  question  was  considerably  less  than  it  should 
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have  been.  This  action  was  brought  by  the  school  district 
againat  the  county  commissioners  individually  and  the 
county  clerk  to  hold  them  personally  liable  for  the  dif- 
ference between  the  amount  received  by  the  district  from 
the  levy  made  and  what  it  would  have  received  had  tlie 
levy  been  made  properly  and  the  railroad  property  duly 
apportioned.  The  district  court  directed  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants  and  rendered  judgment  accordingly,  from 
which  error  is  now  prosecuted. 

The  duties  of  the  county  board  and  of  the  county  clerk 
were  without  doubt  purely  ministerial  so  long  as  the  levy 
voted  by  the  school  meeting  and  reported  by  the  district 
board  was  within  the  legal  limit.  By  section  11,  subdi- 
vision 2,  chapter  79,  Compiled  Statutes,  it  is  required 
that  the  county  commissioners  levy  a  lawful  tax  voted  by 
the  meeting  and  certified  by  the  district  board,  and  if 
such  tax  is  within  the  legal  limit  and  is  certified  to  the 
clerk  prior  to  the  first  Monday  in  July,  it  is  the  county 
clerk's  duty  to  make  the  levy  under  section  77,  article  1, 
chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  the 
county  clerk  under  section  85,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Com- 
piled Statutes,  to  apportion  railroad  property  among  the 
several  school  districts  for  purposes  of  taxation.  Per- 
formance of  these  duties  and  each  of  them  could  be  com- 
pelled by  mandamus.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  these 
several  officers  are  personally  liable  to  the  school  district 
for  honest  mistakes  or  omissions  in  the  discharge  of  these 
duties  because  such  mistakes  or  omissions  could  have  been 
prevented  or  corrected  by  mandamuB.  Officers  whose 
duties  are  purely  ministerial  are  not  for  that  reason  alone 
personally  liable  for  injuries  to  individuals  or  corpora- 
tions, public  or  private,  growing  out  of  their  perform- 
ance or  non-performance  thereof.  Some  of  these  duties 
are  owing  to  the  public  only,  and  some  to  individuals  as 
well,  and  the  personal  liability  of  the  officer  depends  not 
only  upon  the  nature  of  the  doty  but  also  upon  the  person 
or  body  of  persons  in  whom  the  corresponding  right  in- 
heres.   For  instance,  the  dnty  of  the  county  clerk  to  file 
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chattel  mortgages  or  articles  of  incorporation  duly  ten-" 
dered  him  for  filing  is  a  duty  owing  to  the  individuals  by 
whom  such  instruments  are  tendered.  On  the  other  hand 
his  duty  to  record  the  proceedings  of  the  county  board 
is  one  owing  to  the  public  only.  In  the  one  case,  a  right 
inheres  in  the  individual  injured;  in  the  other,  it  is  ex- 
clusively in  the  public.  This  clear  and  obvious  distinc- 
tion is  the  basis  of  the  rules  as  to  personal  liability  of 
officers  to  individuals  for  non-performance  or  improper 
performance  of  ministerial  duties.  An  individual  has  no 
right  of  action  against  a  public  officer  for  breach  of  a 
duty  owing  to  the  public  only,  even  though  such  individ- 
ual is  specially  injured  thereby.  McConncll  v.  Dewey,  5 
Neb.,  385;  State  v.  Harris,  89  Ind.,  363;  Moss  v.  Cum- 
mings,  44  Mich.,  359 ;  Cooley,  Torts  [2d  ed.],  446 ;  Mechem, 
Public  Officers,  section  598.  Public  prosecution  is  the 
sole  remedy  in  such  cases.  Bartlctt  v.  Crosier,  17  Johns. 
[N.  Y.],  449.  On  the  other  hand,  though  there  may  also 
be  a  duty  or  even  a  primary  duty  to  the  public,  if  there 
is  in  addition  a  duty  to  and'  right  in  the  individual,  he 
may  maintain  an  action.  Mechem,  Public  Officers,  sec- 
tion 672.  And  in  such  case  it  is  no  defense  that  the 
officer  acted  in  good  faith  or  under  an  honest  mistake. 
Amy  v.  The  Supervisors,  11  Wall.  [V.  B.],  136.  But  this 
principle  must  not  be  carried  too  far.  Where  the  duty 
is  one  for  performance  of  which  the  officer  receives  a  fee 
from  the  person  directly  interested  in  its  performance,  as 
in  case  of  service  of  process  by  the  sheriff,  recording  of 
conveyances  by  the  register  of  deeds,  or  filing  of  chattel 
mortgages  by  the  county  clerk,  the  case  is  clear  enough. 
In  other  cases  we  must  take  into  account  the  nature  of 
the  office,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  duty  and  interest 
of  individuals  in  its  performance,  and  must  consider  how 
far  the  public  interest  will  be  subserved  by  a  right  in 
individuals  to  hold  the  officer  personally  liable  and  how 
far  the  legislature  may  be  regarded  as  having  content-  . 
plated  such  result  when  it  imposed  the  duty  or  created  the 
office.    Distinction  must  be  made  "  'between  those  officers 
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whose  duties  are  of  a  general  public  nature,  and  who  act 
for  the  profit  of  the  public  at  large,  and  that  other  class 
of  officers  who  are  appointed  to  act,  not  for  the  public  in 
general,  but  for  such  individuals  as  may  have  occasion 
to  employ  them  for  a  specific  fee  paid.'  Upon  this  distinc- 
tion, it  seems,  the  common  law  rule  is  founded,  and  is  sus- 
tained by  reason  and  principle,  for  in  the  one  case,  the 
officer  acts  for  the  public  in  general,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  executes  his  trust  is  a  matter  between  him  and 
the  public;  but  in  the  other  he  acts  for  the  individual,  for 
a  reward  emanating  from  him,  and,  therefore,  the  manner 
in  which  he  performs  his  duty  is  a  personal  matter  be- 
tween him  and  the  individual."  McConnell  v.  Dewey,  5 
Neb.,  385.  We  are  aware  that  in  Raymford  v.  Phelps,  43 
Mich.,  342,  it  was  held  by  an  eminent  jurist  that  although 
a  duty  is  imposed  upon  a  tax  collector  primarily  for  the 
public  benefit  and  on  public  grounds,  if  an  individual  has 
a  direct  and  peculiar  interest  in  its  due  performance, 
there  is  a  duty  to  him  enforceable  against  the  officer  per- 
sonally. But  this  case  was' fully  considered  by  another 
judge  of  recognized  ability  in  the  leading  case  of  State  v. 
Harris,  89  Ind.,  363,  and  the  court  declined  to  adhere  to 
it  It  seems  clear  to  us  that  the  former  decision  goes  too 
far.  In  general,  the  duty  of  levying  and  collecting  taxes 
is  imposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and  is  owing  solely 
to  the  public.  All  claimants  against  a  municipality  and 
the  county  and  all  beneficiaries  of  appropriations' have  an 
interest,  and  often  a  very  direct  and  special  interest,  in 
the  levy  and  collection  of  the  tax.  But  the  law  which  re- 
quires these  acts  has  in  view  the  creation  of  a  duty  to 
the  public,  not  a  duty  to  these  individual  claimants  and 
beneficiaries.  Accordingly,  we  think  the  duties  imposed 
upon  the  county  commissioners  and  county  clerk  of  levy- 
ing the  tax  certified  by  the  district  board  is  one  owing 
solely  to  the  public,  performance  whereof  is  to  be  en- 
forced by  mandamus  and  breach  whereof  to  be  punished 
by  public  prosecution,  and  that  an  honest  mistake  or 
accidental  omission  in  good  faith  while  exercising  these 
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tlu ties  creates  no  personal  liability.  Not  only  is  this  re- 
salt  in  harmony  with  the  conclusion  in  State  v.  Harris, 
supra,  and  the  many  cases  there  cited  and  discussed,  but 
it  has  the  support  of  a  recent  and  well  considered  decision 
on  much  the  same  state  of  facts.  Board  of  Education  of 
Bladen  County  v.  Commissioners  of  Bladen,  113  N.  Car., 
379,  18  6.  B.  Rep.,  661.  In  that  case,  the  county  com- 
missioners, acting  in  .good  faith  and  under  a  mistake,  ap- 
propriated more  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  a  capitation 
tax  to  the  support  of  the  poor,  the  constitution  requiring 
three-fourths  of  such  tax  to  go  to  the  public  schools.  In 
a  suit  by  the  school  district  it  was  held  that  the  commis- 
sioners were  not  liable  either  as  individuals  or  as  a  cor- 
poration. We  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  duty  of  appor- 
tioning railroad  property  among  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts in  which  it  is  located  for  purposes  of  taxation  is 
one  owing  to  the  public  only,  out  of  which  no  right  en- 
forceable by  action  against  the  clerk  personally  arises 
so  long,  at  least,  as  he  acts  honestly  and  in  good  faith. 
Undoubtedly  each  school  district  has  a  very  real  interest 
in  the  proper  performance  of  this  duty.  But  so  have  the 
proprietors  of  newspapers  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
as  to  publication  of  notices  and  proceedings.  And  yet 
it  is  held  that  officers  are  not  liable  personally  to  the 
proprietor  of  a  newspaper  having  the  largest  local  cir- 
culation, or  otherwise  within  the  terms  of  the  law,  for  not 
publishing  therein  as  they  should  have  done.  Strong  v. 
Campbell,  11  Barb.  [N.  Y.],  133.  It  must  be  added,  how- 
ever, that  we  do  not  undertake  to  pass  upon  the  rules 
applicable  to  cases  where  the  act  or  omission  is  wanton 
or  malicious  or  where  a  duty  of  levying  the  tax  becomes 
owing  to  some  individual  because  such  levy  is  directed  by 
a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  order  to  pay  a  judg- 
ment against  a  municipality.  Cases  of  the  former  typo 
are  distinguished  in  State  v.  Harris,  supra.  Those  of  the 
latter  type  obvionsly  differ  from  the  case  at  bar. 

There  is  another  reason  why  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  should  be  affirmed.    Even  if  the  duty  imposed 
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on  the  defendants  had  been  bo  far  owing  to  the  plaintiff 
that  the  defendants  were  personally  liable  for  their  error, 
the  measure  of  damage  would  not  be  the  amount  of  tax 
which  should  have  been  raised  nor  the  difference  between 
what  was  raised  and  what  should  have  been,  but  only 
such  actual  damage  as  the  plaintiff  may  hare  sustained. 
For  instance,  where  the  duty  of  levying  a  tax  is  enjoined 
by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  order  to  pay  a 
judgment,  the  damages  recoverable  are  the  "expense  and 
cost  of  the  vain  effort  to  have  the  judgment  placed  on 
the  tax  list;  the  loss  of  the  debt,  if  it  had  been  lost;  any 
impairment  of  the  efficiency  of  the  tax  levy ;  in  short,  any 
conceivable  actual  damage."  Dow  v.  Humbert,  1  Otto  [U. 
8.],  294.  In  the  absence  of  proof  of  such  actual  damage, 
the  liability  is  for  nominal  damages  only.  Mechem,  Pub- 
lic Officers,  section  785.  In  the  case  at  bar  no  actual 
damage  is  shown.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  expense 
has  been  incurred  in  attempting  to  procure  the  levy,  and 
any  property  that  escaped  taxation  by  reason  of  the  error 
is  liable  to  levy  aB  of  the  year  in  which  levy  should  have 
been  made  under  section  71,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Com- 
piled Statutes.  Consequently  there  has  been  no  impair- 
ment of  the  plaintiff's  right  to  receive  the  money,  and, 
as  far  as  the  evidence  discloses,  the  only  damages  recover- 
able in  any  event  would  be  nominal.  But  it  is  well  settled 
that  a  judgment  will  not  be  reversed  merely  to  allow  re- 
covery of  nominal  damages,  unless  recovery  of  such  dam- 
ages will  establish  or  preserve  some  right,  or  entitle  the 
plaintiff  to  costs.  Heater  v.  Pearce,  59  Neb.,  583.  In 
this  case  a  recovery  of  nominal  damages  would  accomplish 
nothing  substantial,  since  the  right  of  the  district  to  the 
tax  voted  is  sufficiently  established  by  law  and  capable 
of  vindication  and  preservation  by  mandamus  to  compel 
a  subsequent  levy.  Nor,  as  the  record  stands  before  us, 
would  such  a  recovery  carry  costs. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Shdgwiok  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

AjvnuuD, 
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J.  H.  Darker  v.  A.  T.  Gatbwood,  Receives  op  the  Mbb- 
chants  Union  Insdbancb  Company. 

Fhb>  March  6,  1902.    No.  10,681. 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Becelver:  Plsamkb  Authority  to  Phosecute  Suit.  In  an  action  by  a 
receiver  the  plaintiff  must  plead  and  prove  authority  from  the 
court  appointing  him  to  begin  and  prosecute  the  suit. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Reversed. 

E.  A.  Cook  and  G-.  W.  Fox,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Gteo.  C.  OilUm  and  Warrington  &  Stewart,  contra. 

Amks,  C. 

This  cause  was  submitted  without  oral  argument  upon 
a  brief  by  the  plaintiff  in  error  only.  In  his  petition  the 
defendant  in  error,  plaintiff  below,  alleged  that  he  had 
been  appointed  by  the  district  court  for  Dawson  county 
as  receiver  of  the  Merchants  Union  Insurance  Company, 
a  mutual  insurance  company  organized  under  the  laws  of 
this  state,  and  had  been  authorized  by  an  order  of  the 
court  in  the  action  in  which  he  was  appointed  to  bring 
this  suit  What  the  nature  or  purpose  of  the  receiver- 
ship action  was  he  omitted  to  state.  This  suit  was  upon 
a  premium  note  given  by  the  plaintiff  in  error  to  the  in- 
surance company  In  consideration  of  a  policy  of  insurance 
against  Are  upon  certain  of  his  property.  The  alleged 
authority  to  bring  the  action  was  denied  by  the  answer, 
but  not  proved.  We  think  this  was  fatal  to  the  right  of 
recovery.  There  is  in  the  record  an  order  made  in  the 
receivership  suit  reciting  "that  the  assets  and  credits  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  are  insufficient  to  meet  the 
debts  and  liabilities  existing  against  said  company"  and 
ordering  that  the  receiver  "be  empowered  to  levy  an  as- 
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sesement  on  the  several  stockholders  of  said  company  in 
accordance  with  the  by-laws  thereof,  sufficient  to  realise 
a  sufficient  Bum  to  meet  said  indebtedness,  and  to  collect 
said  assessment  as  provided  by  law  and  the  orders  of 
the  court  heretofore  made  in  this  matter."  But  there  is 
nothing  in  the  record  showing  what  the  previous  orders 
of  the  court  were,  if  any,  or  that  there  had  been  any 
judicial  ascertainment  of  the  value  of  the  assets  and 
credits  of  the  company  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  or 
that  they  had  been  converted  into  money  and  applied 
towards  the  payment  of  its  debts;  nor  does  there  appear 
to  have  been  any  judicial  ascertainment  of  the  amount 
required  from  the  stockholders  for  the  satisfaction  of  the 
latter.  The  receiver  appears  to  have  substituted  himself 
for  the  officers  of  the  company,  and  to  have  made  the 
assessment  as  though  the  institution  had  been  a  "going 
concern,"  but  his  action  does  not  appear  to  have  had  the 
subsequent  sanction  or  scrutiny  of  the  court,  and  a  judg- 
ment was  prayed  for  and  obtained  upon  that  theory,  for 
the  full  amount  of  the  instrument  sued  upon,  less  pay- 
ments previously  made,  that  is,  for  $399.63,  although  the 
amount  of  the  existing  unpaid  assessment  was  only 
$98.68.  The  judgment  awarded  execution  for  this  amount 
immediately,  with  leave1  to  apply  for  additional  writs  for 
the  satisfaction  of  future  assessments. 

There  is  no  allegation  in  the  petition,  nor  is  there  any 
evidence  as  to  what  were  the  number  and  amount  of  the 
premium  contracts  in  force,  or  as  to  what  was  or  would 
have  been  a  proportionate  contribution  from  the  defend- 
ant towards  a  fund  requisite  to  liquidate  the  obligations 
of  the  company.  The  mere  fact  that  the  receiver  had 
made  an  "assessment,"  a  demand  for  certain  sums  is,  of 
course,  no  evidence  upon  these  subjects. 

It  is  objected  that  the  petition  does  not  state  facts 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  and  that  the 
judgment  is  unsupported  by  the  evidence.  We  think  that 
both  assignments  are  well  laid.  Booth  v.  Clark,  17  How. 
[U.  S.],  at  page  331;  Screven  v.  Clark,  48  Ga.,  41.    It  is 
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therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  awarded. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  bbmanded. 


Sabgbnt  Rushton  et  al.,  appellants,  v.  Dibrks  Lumbek 
Company  bt  al.,  appellees. 

Filsd  MARCH  5,  1902.     No.  10,050. 
Com  mi  as  loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

L  Mortgage  Poreclosure:  Deficiency:  Consent  to  Stay:  Release  W 
Surety.  An  extension  of  tile  time  of  payment  by  agreement  be- 
tween the  creditor  and  Ms  debtor,  based  upon  a  consideration,  will 
release  the  guarantor,  unless  be  consents  to  sucb  extension. 

2.  Repeal  of  Statutes:  Deficiency  Judgments:  Actions  Pending.  The 
repeal  of  sections  847  and  849  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure 
(chapter  96,  Session  Laws,  1897),  permitting  the  recovery  of  de- 
ficiency Judgments,  did  not  affect  actions  then  pending.  Hanacom 
v.  Meyer,  60  Neb.,  68,  86  N.  W.  Rep.,  381,  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.     Reversed  with  diicotUmtt. 

Willard  E.  Stewart,  for  appellants. 

Wilson  &  Brown,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

This  suit  was  commenced  in  the  district  court  for  Lan- 
caster county  by  Sargent  Rushton  and  others  against 
James  O.  Johnston,  Morris  W.  Folsom  and  others  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage  upon  certain  real  estate  and  to  secure 
a  judgment  against  the  defendants,  Johnston  and  Folsom, 
for  any  deficiency  which  might  remain  upon  the  debt  after 
the  sale  of  the  mortgaged  premises.  On  December  15, 
1896,  a  decree  of  foreclosure  was  entered.  An  order  of 
sale  was  caused  to  be  issued  by  the  plaintiffs  on  December 
13, 1897,  and  on  February  8, 1898,  the  premises  were  sold 
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pursuant  to  the  decree  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied 
upon  the  mortgage  debt  After  applying  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  upon  the  debt  there  still  remained  due  $1,160 
for  which  amount  the  plaintiffs  moved  for  judgment 
against  Johnston  and  Folsom.  This  motion  for  deficiency 
judgment  "was  resisted  by  Johnston  and  Folsom  upon 
separate  grounds,  which  will  be  considered  hereafter. 
The  court  denied  the  deficiency  judgment  against  the 
defendants  named,  and  the  plaintiffs  have  appealed.  The 
facts  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  question  pre- 
sented by  this  appeal  will  sufficiently  appear  in  the  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  case. 

On  July  1, 1891,  James  C.  Johnston  and  his  wife,  Mary 
M.  Johnston,  executed  and  delivered  to  Anna  Miller  a 
promissory  note  for  the  sum  of  ?2,000,  secured  by  the 
mortgage  foreclosed  in  thiB  action.  Subsequently,  Anna 
Miller,  who  in  the  meantime  had  married  Morris  W. 
Folsom,  sold  and  transferred  the  note  and  mortgage  to 
the  plaintiffs.  At  the  time  of  this  sale,  and  as  an  induce- 
ment thereto,  the  defendant,  M.  W.  Folsom,  entered  into 
jiu  agreement  with  the  plaintiffs,  which  was  indorsed  upon 
the  back  of  the  note  as  follows:  "I  hereby  waive  notice 
i.f  protest  and  guarantee  any  deficiency  in  the  payment 
>f  the  within  note  and  coupons,  in  case  of  foreclosure. 
M.  W.  Folsom."  On  the  same  day  the  decree  was  entered, 
io  wit,  December  15,  1896,  there  was  filed  with  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  in  said  case  a  stipulation  between 
ihe  plaintiffs  and  the  defendants,  James  C.  Johnston  and 
Mary  M.  Johnston,  which,  omitting  formal  parts,  was  as 
follows : 

"It  is  hereby  proposed  and  agreed  by  and  on  behalf  of 
;1ip  plaintiffs  in  the  above  entitled  cause,  that  if  order 
of  sale  is  caused  to  be  issued  in  above  named  cause  within 
I  he  period  of  one  year  from  the  1st  day  of  December, 
A.  I>.  1896,  by  and  with  the  authority  of  said  plaintiffs, 
then  and  in  that  event  said  plaintiffs  will  waive,  cancel 
and  satisfy,  and  discharge  any  and  all  deficiency  judg- 
ment, or  right  thereto  in  above  entitled  cause,  against 
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James  C.  Johnston,  defendant  herein.  It  is  agreed  upon 
the  part  of  said  James  C.  Johnston,  that  the  plaintiffs 
have,  and  are  hereby  given,  an  option  to  cause  said 
premises  in  plaintiffs'  petition  described,  to  be  sold  ac- 
cording to  law  and  the  decree  of  this  court,  at  any  time, 
conditioned  upon  the  relinquishment  of  all  claim  against 
him  for  any  deficiency  which  may  arise  on  sale  of  said 
premises.  J.  0.  Johnston. 

"Mart  M.  Johnston. 
"Willard  E,  Stewart,  For  Plaintiffs. 
"Dated  this  14th  day  of  December,  1896." 
It  is  claimed  by  the  appellants  that  the  finding  entered 
in  the  decree  of  foreclosure,  to  the  effect  that  the  amount 
of  the  decree  is  due  from  Johnston  and  Folsom,  is  conclu- 
sive as  to  Folsom's  relations  to  this  indebtedness  and  pre- 
cludes him  from  now  claiming  any  rights  of  a  guarantor. 
In  support  of  this  contention  we  are  cited  to  Kloke  v. 
Gardels,  52  Neb.,  117;  Devries  v.  Squire,  55  Neb.,  438, 
and  I'otvim  v.  Meyers,  27  Neb.,  749.  This  case  differs 
from  the  first  two  cases  cited,  in  that  in  both  of  these 
cases  the  liability  of  the  parties  concerned  was  expressly 
put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings  and  determined  by  the  court. 
In  this  case  the  original  petition  in  foreclosure  disclosed 
Folsom's  position  as  guarantor.  It  contains  no  allega- 
tion inconsistent  with  his  present  position.  The  finding 
of  the  court  was  simply  that  the  amount  of  money  was 
due  from  Johnston  to  Folsom,  and  did  not  undertake  to 
deal  with  the  relation  in  which  Johnston  and  Folsom 
stood  to  each  other;  the  amount  so  found  due  was  declared 
to  be  a  lien  upon  the  mortgaged  premises.  This  can  not 
be  held  to  be  an  adjudication  that  Johnston  and  Folsom 
are  joint  debtors,  nor  as  any  warrant  for  the  plaintiff 
treating  them  as  such  in  contravention  of  the  express 
terms  of  Folsom's  contract.  This  finding  by  an  equity 
court  as  a  basis  of  a  sale  of  mortgaged  premises  is  not 
by  any  means  the  equivalent  of  the  merger  of  the  whole 
claim  in  a  joint  judgment,  such  as  took  place  In  the  case 
of  Potvin  v.  Meyers,  27  Neb.,  749. 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  the  liability  of  Polsom  was  not 
that  of  an  absolute  guarantor  of  the  payment  of  the  note, 
his  obligation  was  limited  to  such  deficiency  as  might 
exist  after  the  foreclosure  and  sale  of  the  mortgaged 
premises.  Under  his  guarantee  the  only  way  in  which  the 
amount  of  his  liability  could  be  determined  was  by  a 
sale  of  the  property.  The  right  to  sell  the  property  and 
thus  determine  the  amount  of  Folsom's  liability  accrued 
to  the  plaintiff  twenty  days  after  the  decree  was  entered. 
This  right,  however,  might  be  postponed  for  a  period  of 
nine  months  from  the  date  of  the  decree  upon  the  request 
of  the  mortgagor,  but  no  longer.  By  this  stipulation, 
however,  the  plaintiffs  agreed  that  if  he  issued  an  order 
of  sale  within  one  year  from  December  1,  1896,  that  he 
would  waive  any  deficiency.  This  stipulation  between 
the  plaintiff  and  Johnston  and  wife  contains  mutual  agree- 
ments. It  provided  on  plaintiffs'  part  that  either  a  stay 
of  one  year  from  December  1st  should  be  allowed  or  that 
all  claims  for  a  deficiency  judgment  against  Johnston 
should  be  released.  It  stipulated  on  the  part  of  Johnston 
and  wife  that  their  right  to  a  nine. months'  stay  should 
be  waived;  it  was  dated  on  the  day  prior  to  the  entry  of 
the  decree.  The  mutual  agreements  thus  entered  into 
with  a  view  to  the  taking  of  this  decree  constituted  a 
valid  consideration  for  each  other,  and  were  binding  upon 
both  plaintiffs  and  Johnston  and  wife.  A  delay  of  a  year 
and  more  was  had  under  them.  It  seems  clear  to  us  that 
this  agreement  materially  altered  the  position  of  Folsom 
in  relation  to  the  contract,  and  cut  off  his  opportunity  to 
avail  himself  of  the  mortgaged  property  during  the  year 
stipulated  for.  Folsom's  contract,  of  coarse,  was  entered 
into  subject  to  the  right  of  a  nine  months'  stay  on  the 
part  of  Johnston  and  wife.  This  right  of  stay  was,  as 
above  indicated,  extended  to  one  year  from  December  1, 
without  his  assent;  his  right  to  take  np  the  decree  seems 
not  to  have  been  impaired,  but  without  his  assent,  his  right 
to  enforce  it,  if  it  had  been  so  taken  up,  was  postponed. 
In  effect,  the  maturing  of  his  liability  was  postponed  for 
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three  months,  and  his  contract  so  far  altered.  Under 
the  well  recognized  rule  of  suretyship,  an  extension  of 
the  time  of  performance  without  the  consent  of  the  surety 
or  guarantor  would  release  him. 

The  defendant  Johnston  resisted  the  motion  for  a  defi- 
ciency judgment  against  himself  upon  the  ground  that  by 
the  act  of  1897,  repealing  sections  847  and  849  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  the  plaintiffs'  right  to  such  re- 
lief had  been  taken  away.  The  trial  court  adopted  this 
view.  Since  the  ruling  of  the  trial  court  this  court  has 
passed  upon  precisely  the  same  question,  and  held  that  by 
the  repeal  of  the  sections  above  referred  to  the  right  to  a 
deficiency  was  not  taken  away  where  the  action  was  pend- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  repeal.  Thompson  v.  West,  59  Neb., 
677,  82  N.  W.  Rep.,  13;  Santcom  v.  Meyer,  GO  Neb., -68, 
86  N.  W.  Rep.,  381. 

In  denying  a  judgment  against  Folsom  the  action  of 
the  court  was  right,  but  it  should  have  entered  a  judg- 
ment against  Johnston.  We  therefore  recommend  that 
the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  be  reversed,  and  that  a 
judgment  for  a  deficiency  be  entered  against  defendant, 
James  C.  Johnston,  for  the  amount  prayed. 

Hastings  and  Kiekpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  with 
directions  to  enter  judgment  against  defendant,  James 
C.  Johnston,  for  the  amount  of  deficiency  as  indicated  in 
the  motion  for  deficiency  judgment. 

Reversed  with  MBBOTION8. 
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Joseph  Stobey  v.  William  Ebbs. 

Filed  Mabch  5.  1902.    No.  10,710. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Dsp&rtment  No.  8. 

1.  Action  Upon  Lost  Instrument :    Pleading  Manweh  oi  Losing.   In  an 

action  upon  a  lost  instrument  It  Is  not  necessary  to  allego  the 
manner  In  which  the  instrument  was  lost. 

2.  Pleading:    When  Dental  Treated  ab  Admission.     A  denial  of  apoci- 

fled  averments  "as  alleged  In  plaintiff's  petition"  will  be  treated 
as  an  admission,  thereof. 
S.  Partial  Payment:  Indorsement:  Presumption  b.  Where  partial  pay- 
ments are  made  upon  a  promissory  note  even  after  maturity  it 
Is  a  proper  precaution  for  the  party  making  such  payments  to  see 
that  they  are  Indorsed  upon  the  Instrument.  But  there  is  no  ab- 
solute legal  requirement  that  payments  be  so  Indorsed,  nor  does 
a  necessary  legal  presumption  that  such  indorsements  were  made 
arise  from  the  mere  fact  of  payment. 

4.  Trial:    Verdict  Against  "Tmt  Defendant,"  When  Moke  Thaw  One. 

Only  one  of  two  defendants  being  served  with  process  or  having 
appeared,  a  verdict  against  "the  defendant"  Is  a  verdict  against 
the  defendant  In  court 

5.  Trial:    Vaanrcr:     .Totqment  Against  Party  Not  nt  Couar:     Com- 

plaint by  Codefendant.  In  such  case.  If  the  action  admits  of  a 
several  Judgment,  the  defendant  who  was  served  with  process  and 
appeared  and  tried  the  case  may  not  complain  that  Judgment  was 
entered  Irregularly  against  the  other  .defendant  as  well. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Adams  county.  Tried 
below  before  Shall,  J.     Affirmed. 

Tibbeta  Bros.  &  Morey,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

John  M.  Ragan,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

The  petition  set  up  two  promissory  notes  in  fuse  verba, 
and  alleged  that  the  originals  had  been  loet  after  maturity 
but  copies  thereof  preserved.  The  anBwer  admitted  that 
notes  had  been  made,  executed  and  delivered  as  described, 
denied  that  said  notes  had  been  "lost  as  alleged  in  plain- 
tiff's petition,"  and  set  up  payment  by  the  principal  maker, 
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the  other  defendant  being  alleged  to  be  surety  only,  and 
a  release  of  the  latter  by  extension  of  time  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent  These  affirmative  allegations 
were  denied  in  a  reply.  We  think  this  bare  statement  of 
the  issues  sufficient  to  dispose  of  the  greater  number  of 
questions  raised  by  the  defendant,  Joseph  Storey,  as  plain- 
tiff in  error  in  this  court.  According  to  the  plaintiff, 
copies  of  the  notes  had  been  prepared  in  anticipation  of 
suit,  and  before  it  was  brought  the  originals  were  lost  or 
mislaid.  After  judgment  had  been  obtained  in  the  county 
court  they  were  found,  and  the  plaintiff,  supposing  they 
could  be  of  no  further  use  to  any  one,  burned  them.  Sub- 
sequently the  judgment  was  vacated  and  the  cause  in  due 
course  taken  to  the  district  court  Under  this  state  of 
facts,  it  is  contended  that  there  can  be  no  recovery  be- 
cause the  plaintiff  destroyed  the  notes  deliberately  and 
voluntarily.  But  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  allege 
the  manner  in  which  the  instruments  were  lost.  13  Ency. 
PI.  &  Pr.,  366.  The  allegation  that  they  were  lost  ten- 
dered an  issue  of  loss  in  such  manner  as  not  to  deprive 
him  of  his  right  of  action,  and  the  answer  denying  that 
the  notes  were  lost  "as  alleged  in  plaintiff's  petition"  is 
no  denial  of  loss,  but  must  be  taken  as  admitting  the 
allegation  of  the  petition.  Phwnix  Ins.  Go.  v.  Meier,  28 
Neb.,  124.  We  have  not  overlooked  a  further  paragraph 
of  the  answer  containing  a  general  denial  of  each  allega- 
tion of  the  petition  not  thereinbefore  specifically  admitted 
or  denied.  But  that  paragraph  can  not  be  applied  to  the 
allegations  of  loss  of  the  notes  which  are  expressly  dealt 
with  in  another  part  of  the  pleading.  So  long  as  the 
answer  admitted  execution  and  delivery  of  the  notes  sued 
on  and  described  in  the  petition  and  admitted  loss  of  the 
originals,  there  was  nothing  to  try  further  than  the  af- 
firmative defenses  of  payment  and  release  of  the  surety, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  loss  were  material  only  as 
they  bore  on  such  defenses  and  were  facts  to  consider  in 
determining  whether  these  notes  were  paid  or  some  others 
as  claimed  by  plaintiff. 
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The  defense  chiefly  urged  was  that  A.  G.  Storey,  the 
principal  maker,  had  paid  the  greater  portion  in  two  sev- 
eral payments  after  maturity.  His  testimony  was  that  he 
paid  these  snms  and  at  the  time'  directed  that  they  be 
applied  on  the  notes  here  in  suit  and  requested  that  they 
he  indorsed  thereon.  The  plaintiff,  on  the  other  hand, 
testified  that  no  such  direction  or  request  was  made,  hut 
that  the  payments  were  upon  other  and  different  in- 
debtedness. Counsel  contend  that  the  testimony  of  the 
plaintiff  to  this  effect  was  improperly  received.  Their 
argument,  to  use  their  own  words,  is  that  "the  unjusti- 
fiable destruction  of  these  notes  *  •  •  estops  the 
defendant  in  error  from  introducing  any  secondary  evi- 
dence to  show  but  that  the  notes  contained  the  indorse- 
ments contended  for  by  plaintiff  in  error."  But  no  one 
testifies,  nor  does  it  appear,  that  there  ever  were  any  such 
indorsements.  The  testimony  of  A.  G.  Storey  is  merely 
that  he  requested  application  and  indorsement  of  the 
payments  upon  these  notes.  The  plaintiff  denies  that  such 
request  was  made.  His  testimony  does  not  go  to  the  con- 
tents or  condition  of  any  written  instrument,  but  merely 
to  what  was  said  or  was  not  said  between  him  and  one 
of  the  makers  when  the  money  was  paid.  No  question 
under  the  best  evidence  rule  was  involved.  In  this  con- 
nection we  may  notice  also  an  instruction  requested  by 
defendant  in  which  it  was  laid  down  as  a  matter  of  law 
that  when  payments  are  made  upon  a  note  they  should 
be  indorsed  thereon.  Indorsements  of  payments'  upon  the 
instrument  are  receipts  by  the  holder  to  the  maker  for 
the  sums  paid.  McDamiel  v.  Lapham,  21  Vt.,  222.  In 
case  of  payment  before  maturity  such  indorsement  is  a 
necessary  precaution  to  avoid  liability  to  subsequent  bona 
fide  holders,  and  in  all  cases  of  partial  payments  it  is 
better  to  take  such  receipts  upon  the  back  of  the  instru- 
ment. Hence  the  party  making  payment  is  entitled  to 
demand  it,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  negligence  for  him  to 
make  payments  and  not  so  require.  2  Daniel,  Negotiable 
Instruments  [5th  ed.],  section  1228;  Eernohan  v.  Durham, 
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^48  Ohio  St.,  1.  Bat  there  1b  do  absolute  requirement  that 
payments  be  indorsed  upon  the  instrument  in  order  to 
operate  as  such.  Kasson  v.  Nottner,  43  Wis.,  646 ;  Palmer 
v.  Blight,  2  Wash.  [C.  C],  96.  And  where,  as  here,  the 
note  iB  held  at  all  times  by  the  original  payee,  and  the 
alleged  payments  are  made  after  maturity,  there  is  not 
the  same  necessity  that  the  maker  take  such  precaution. 
We  do  not  think  there  is  the  absolute  legal  duty  resting 
upon  the  holder,  arising  merely  out  of  the  payment  of 
money  on  the  notes  after  maturity,  contended  for  by  de- 
fendant, and  hence  we  can  not  perceive  that  there  is  any 
necessary  legal  presumption  from  the  mere  fact  of  pay- 
ment that  corresponding  indorsements  will  appear  on  the 
notes.  No  one  in  fact  testifies  that  any  were  made.  A. 
G.  Storey  says  only  that  he  requested  indorsement,  not 
that  he  saw  to  it  that  his  request  was  carried  out  Hence 
we  think  the  instruction  was  properly  refused.  It  told 
the  jury,  as  we  read  it,  that  as  a  matter  of  law  the  mere 
fact  of  making  payments  on  a  note  required  them  to  be 
indorsed  thereon.  No  legal  presumption  of  execution  of 
a  written  receipt  of  any  kind  arises  merely  from  pay- 
ment. 

It  has  been  indicated  already  that  the  only  bearing  of 
the  circumstances  of  loss  was  upon  the  issue  as  to  the 
indebtedness  upon  which  the  payments  were  made.  An 
instruction  requested  told  the  jury  that  they  might  con- 
sider the  destruction  of  the  notes  in  passing  upon  this 
issue,  and  if  this  statement  had  stood  alone  might  have 
been  given  with  propriety,  and  doubtless  would  have  been. 
But  it  was  included  in  a  long  and  complex  request,  which 
contains  at  least  one  unsound  proposition,  and  the  instruc- 
tion as  a  whole  was  rightly  refused.  The  other  errors 
assigned  as  to  instructions  require  but  little  notice.  The 
defendant's  fourth  request,  as  to  the  necessity  that  loss 
or  destruction  of -a  note  occur  through  accident,  ignorance 
or  mistake,  was  not  pertinent  to  any  issue  raised  by  the 
pleadings.  The  matter  set  forth  in  the  eighth  request  was 
given  fully  and  clearly  in  the  court's  sixth  instruction. 
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Two  of  the  three  objections  made  to  the  second  Instruc- 
tion given  at  request  of  the  plaintiff  are  untenable  in 
view  of  the  pleadings.  The  remaining  objection,  that  it 
omits  an  important  consideration  bearing  on  the  main 
issue,  fails  when  this  instruction  is  read  In  connection 
with  the  second  paragraph  of  instruction  six,  which  shows 
what  is  included  in  and  would  operate  as  payment  as  the 
term  is  used  in  the  instructiona  As  to  the  objections  to 
the  form  of  the  instruction,  it  merely  states  the  legal 
effect  of  matters  testified  to  by  plaintiff,  if  the  jury  be- 
lieve him.  Its  form  is  clearly  conditional  and  hypo- 
thetical, and  it  assumes  nothing.  Finally,  the  fourth  in- 
struction given  at  plaintiff's  request  is  objected  to  because 
in  stating  that  the  burden  of  proof  ub  to  payment  is  upon 
defendant  and  that  if  the  direct  testimony  of  plaintiff 
and  A.  G.  Storey  is  in  conflict  and  the  jury  find  them  of 
equal  credibility  and  that  the  corroborating  circum- 
stances on  each  side  are  equal  they  should  find  for  the 
plaintiff,  it  omits  to  refer  to  the  destruction  of  the  notes 
as  a  circumstance.  But  this  instruction  does  not  attempt 
to  sum  up  the  evidence  or  rehearse  the  circumstances 
pertinent  to  the  issue.  It  tells  the  jury  that  they  are 
sole  judges  of  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  and  only 
points  out  their  duty  in  case  of  equally  balanced  evidence, 
equally  creditable  and  equally  corroborated  by  circum- 
stances. The  instruction  is  so  clearly  conditioned  on  the 
jury's  finding  the  circumstances  equally  balanced  that  no 
misunderstanding  could  have  ensued. 

We  have  examined  in  detail  the  several  alleged  errors 
in  the  introduction  of  evidence.  These  all  relate  to  mat- 
ters testified  to  by  plaintiff  in  rebuttal.  No  questions  of 
law  of  other  than  the  most  elementary  character  are  in- 
volved, and,  after  reading  the  whole  testimony,  we  think 
the  portions  complained  of  were  material  and  admissible 
to  meet  and  explain  the  testimony  of  A.  "G.  Storey.  In 
order  to  show  upon  what  claims  the  moneys  paid  by  the 
latter  were  applied  and  credited  and  the  circumstances 
which  led  to  payment  of  one  claim  rather  than  another, 
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it  was  necessary  to  go  into  the  business  transactions  of 
the  parties  rather  fully.  We  do  not  think  this  testimony 
was  introduced  either  as  impeaching  A.  G.  Storey  or  on 
the  theory  that  he  was  a  party.  It  simply  met  and  re- 
butted what  the  latter  had  asserted  with  reference  to 
the  principal  issue  on  trial. 

Several  errors  are  assigned  upon  the  form  of  the  ver- 
dict and  the  judgment  rendered  thereon.  The  plaintiff 
sued  A.  G.  Storey  and  Joseph  Storey,  but  only  the  latter 
was  served  with  process  or  made  any  appearance.  The 
jury  rendered  a  verdict  against  "the  defendant,"  which 
is  assailed  as  uncertain  and  ambiguous.  We  see  no  force 
in  the  objection.  "Defendant"  obviously  means  the  de- 
fendant in  court.  There  was  no  other  defendant  against 
whom  a  verdict  could  be  rendered.  Notwithstanding  only 
one  of  the  defendants  was  in  court,  a  judgment  was  ren- 
lored  against  both,  and  this  is  assigned  as  error  by  the 
defendant  who  appeared  and  tried  the  case  and  against 
whom  the  verdict  was  found.  But  however  irregular  and 
erroneous  as  to  the  other  defendant,  we  fail  to  see  how 
this  prejudiced  the  plaintiff  in  error.  This  action  ad- 
mitted of  a  several  judgment,  and  is  entirely  within  the 
rule  announced  in  Bates-Smith  Investment  Company  v. 
Scott,  56  Neb.,  475.  Counsel  say  that  the  judgment  does 
not  conform  to  the  verdict  and  is  therefore  erroneous 
under  the  decision  in  Morsch  v.  Besack,  52  Neb.,  602. 
But  in  that  case  the  failure  to  conform  to  the  verdict 
prejudiced  the  party  complaining.  Here  it  does  not  so 
operate. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Sedgwick,  CO.,  concur. 

AlTOHED. 
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COEA  E.  Dedrt,  APPELLEE,  v.  Artemus  ROBERTS  BT  AL-, 
APPELLANTS,  IMPLEADED  WITH  LOUISA  M.  PlLLSBUBY. 
BT  AL.,  APPELLEES. 

Fiijdo  March  5,  1902.    No.  10,838. 
Com  mi  as  loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Plkadino  '■Pbocbedihoh  at  Law"  Aira  Proof.  In 
a  suit  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage,  the  petition  must  allege 
whether  any  proceedings  at  law  have  been  had  for  the  recovery 
of  the  debt  or  any  part  thereof,  and  when  the  answer  Is  a  general 
dental,  there  can  be  no  recovery  In  the  absence  of  proof  sustaining 
Buoh  allegation  of  the  petition.  Jones  v.  Bvrtis,  57  Neb.,  601,  fol- 
lowed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.     Reversed. 

4 

Samuel  J.  Tuttle,  for  appellants. 

George  A.  Adams  and  E.  F.  Pettis,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

Cora  E.  Drury  brought  this  suit  in  the  district  court 
for  Lancaster  county  against  Artemus  Roberts  and  Mary 
B.  Roberts  and  others  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  upon  100 
acres  of  land  described  as  the  north  100  rods  of  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  33,  township  10  north,  of  range 
7  east  of  the  6th  P.  M.  in  Lancaster  county.  This  mort- 
gage was  executed  by  Artemus  Roberts  and  his  wife,  Mary 
B.  Roberts,  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  note  for  $3,500, 
the  grantee  therein  being  the  Lincoln  Savings  Bank  & 
Safe  Deposit  Company.  Soon  after  the  execution  of 
the  mortgage  it  was  for  a  valuable  consideration  sold  and 
assigned  to  the  plaintiff.  Jennie  E.  Frankish,  one  of  the 
appellees  herein,  was  made  a  party  defendant  and  by 
leave  of  court  filed  an  answer  and  cross-petition  alleging 
that  she  was  the  owner  and  holder  of  a  mortgage  which 
was  a  lien  upon  a  distinct  parcel  of  the  premises  covered 
by  the  plaintiff's  mortgage.    As  there  had  been  no  default 
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in  this  mortgage,  appellee,  Frankish,  did  not  pray  for  a 
foreclosure  but  asked  merely  for  a  determination  of 
priorities  of  liens.  The  appellants,  Roberts,  denied  gen- 
erally the  allegations  of  the  petition  and  set  up  a  claim 
of  homestead  in  the  lands  covered  by  the  mortgage,  es- 
pecially claiming  that  a  strip  of  uniform  width  from  the 
south  side  of  said  lands  containing  twenty  acres,  and  in- 
cluding the  family  home,  be  declared  to  be  the  homestead, 
and  that  the  residue  of  the  tract  be  first  sold  for  the 
satisfaction  of  any  amounts  which  might  be  found  due. 
As  to  the  cross-petition  of  the  defendant,  Prankish,  appel- 
lants, Roberts,  also  filed  a  general  denial,  admitting,  how- 
ever, that  she  was  'the  holder  of  the  note  and  mortgage 
described  in  her  cross-petition.  The  trial  resulted  in  a 
decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and  also  in  favor  of  the 
defendant,  Frankish,  on  her  cross-petition.  The  premises 
were  ordered  to  be  sold  in  parcels  to  satisfy  the  decree. 
From  this  judgment  the  defendants,  Artemus  and  Mary 
B.  Roberts,  have  appealed. 

One  of  the  grounds  upon  which  a  reversal  of  the  decree 
is  claimed  is  that  there  was  no  proof  offered  to  sustain 
the  allegations  in  the  petition  and  cross-petition  that  no 
proceedings  had  been  had  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  the 
debt  secured  by  the  mortgage  or  any  part  thereof.  The 
record  shown  that  no  poof  in  support  of  this  averment 
was  made.  That  snch  an  allegation  should  be  made  in  a 
petition  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage  is  a  statutory 
requirement,  into  the  wisdom  of  which  it  is  not  the  prov- 
ince of  the  court  to  inquire.  It  being  a  necessary  allegation 
in  a  petition  of  foreclosure,  when  denied  by  general  or 
special  denial  must  be  sustained  by  proof.  Section  850 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  relates  to  this  matter  and 
is  as  follows :  "Upon  filing  a  petition  for  the  foreclosure 
or  satisfaction  of  a  mortgage,  the  complainant  shall  state 
therein  whether  any  proceedings  have  been  had  at  law 
for  the  recovery  of  the  debt  secured  thereby,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  whether  such  debt,  or  any  part  thereof,  has 
been  collected  and  paid." 
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In  Jones  v.  Burtia,  57  Neb.,  604,  it  is  said :  "In  a  suit 
to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage  the  petition  most 
allege  whether  any  proceedings  at  law  have  been  had  /or 
the  recovery  of  the  debt,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  where 
the  answer  is  a  general  denial  there  can  be  no  recovery, 
in  the  absence  of  proof  sustaining  such  allegation  of  the 
petition."  In  later  cases  the  same  doctrine  was  approved: 
Kirby  v.  Shrader,  58  Neb.,  316;  Miller  v.  Nicodemus,  58 
Neb.,  352.  Upon  the  authority  of  the  foregoing  cases  it 
is  clear  that  the  case  must  be  reversed. 

Appellants  also  complain  of  the  order  in  which  the 
several  parcels  of  land  covered  by  the  plaintiff's  mort- 
gage should  be  sold  to  satisfy  it,  and  we  are  asked  to 
give  some  direction  for  the  guidance  of  the  trial  court 
with  reference  to  the  order  of  sale  and  the  distribution  of 
the  proceeds.  An  examination  of  the  record,  however, 
shows  that  while  certain  conveyances  are  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  grantors  of  plaintiff's  mortgage,  to  cer- 
tain parcels  of  the  tract  covered  by  it,  and  while  Jennie 
E.  Frankish  admits  them,  they  are  denied  by  the  other 
answering  defendants,  and  no  proof  of  such  alienation  is 
found  in  the  record.  In  the  absence  of  proof  of  the  order 
and  terms  of  alienation  it  is  impossible  to  pass  intelli- 
gently upon  the  question  suggested.  The  conditions  of 
the  deed,  by  which  the  grantors  in  the  Prankish  mortgage 
acquired  title,  is  an  important  factor  in  determining 
whether  the  tract  covered  by  the  FrankiBh  mortgage 
should  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied  in  discharge  of 
plaintiff's  mortgage  before  the  sale  of  the  homestead  tract 
As  the  deeds  are  not  in  the  record  we  do  not  pass  upon 
the  question. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  re- 
versed and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

Hastings  and  Kibkpatbick,  GC,  concur. 

Rmvbbsbd  and  remanded. 
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Frank  Schaff  t.  David  W.  Hamilton. 

Fited  March  B,  1902,     No.  11,040. 
Com  ml  sal  oner 'a  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 
1.  Appeal  and  Error:     Comtjctinq  Evidence.     Where  tLe  evidence  1b 
conflicting,  but  there  la  sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  verdict, 
It  will  not  be  disturbed. 
I.  Appeal  and  Error:    Suiviciekcy  of  Instructions.     Instructions  ex- 
amined, and  held  to  fully  and  fairly  submit  to  the  Jury  the  plain- 
tiff's and  defendant's  theory  of  the  case. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Butler  county.    Tried 
below  before  Sedgwick,  J.     Affirmed. 

A.  J.  Evans  and  Matt  Miller,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

A.  M.  Walling  and  Geo.  P.  Sheesley,  contra. 

Das,  C. 

David  W.  Hamilton  brought  this  action  in  the  district 
court  for  Butler  county  against  Frank  Schaff  to  recover 
damageB  for  a  breach  of  contract  in  the  sale  of  2,000  head 
of  sheep.  The  plaintiff's  case,  as  made  by  his  pleading 
and  the  testimony  in  his  behalf,  shows  that  on  November 
16,  1897,  the  plaintiff  sold  to  the  defendant  2,000  bead  of 
sheep  at  the  agreed  price  of  $3.60  each,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  defendant  at  the  plaintiff's  farm  in  Butler  county, 
in  lots  as  follows :  Two  car  loads  on  November  17,  1897, 
and  the  remainder  of  said  sheep  on  November  24,  1897, 
and  that  defendant  was  to  pay  the  purchase  price  thereof 
on  or  about  November  25,  1897.  That  pursuant  to  this 
agreement  the  plaintiff  on  November  17,  1897,  delivered 
to  the  defendant  and  the  defendant  accepted  and  received 
on  said  day  two  car  loads  of  said  sheep,  being  in  number 
642 ;  that  after  the  defendant  had  accepted  and  received 
said  two  car  loads  of  sheep  and  driven  them  to  the  station 
at  Millerton  for  the  purpose  of  shipment  to  market,  he 
abandoned  said  two  car  loads  of  sheep  and  refused  to 
carry  out  and  complete  the  contract  and  refused  to  pay 
41 
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for  said  two  car  loads  or  the  remainder  of  said  sheep  or 
an;  part  thereof,  and  notified  the  plaintiff  that  he  re- 
pudiated the  entire  transaction  and  would  have  nothing 
further  to  do  with  any  of  said  sheep ;  that  in  order  to  save 
further  and  unnecessary  damage  by  reason  of  the  aban- 
donment of  said  sheep  by  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff  took 
charge  of  them  on  November  18,  1897,  and  shipped  said 
two  car  loads  of  sheep  to  market  and  made  sale  of  them 
at  the  best  and  highest  price  they  would  bring  and  re- 
ceived therefor  $1,574.87;  that  the  remainder  of  said 
sheep,  being  in  number  1,548,  were  of  the  market  value 
of  $3.10  per  head ;  that  by  reason  of  the  violation  of  the 
contract  the  plaintiff  has  suffered  damages  in  the  sum  of 
$1,031.87.  The  defendant's  theory,  as  indicated  by  Mb 
answer  and  the  evidence  in  his  behalf,  was  that  he  agreed 
to  purchase  two  car  loads  of  the  sheep  to  be  delivered  at 
the  stock  yards  at  Millerton,  provided  that  they  would 
weigh  on  an  average  of  eighty-five  pounds  each;  that  when 
they  were  weighed  they  did  not  average  to  exceed  seventy- 
five  pounds  each,  and  defendant  then  and  there  refused  to 
accept  or  receive  them.  The  plaintiff  denied  by  reply  all 
of  the  allegations  of  defendant's  answer.  The  trial  re- 
sulted in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $640.87,  upon  which 
judgment  was  rendered,  to  review  which  the  defendant 
brings  error  to  this  court. 

The  principal  error  upon  which  the  defendant  relies 
for  a  reversal  of  the  case,  relates  to  the  instructions  of 
the  court,  particularly  to  instruction  No.  11,  which  is 
as  follows: 

"If  you  find  for  the  plaintiff  the  measure  of  his  damages 
is  the  difference  between  the  price  the  defendant  agreed 
to  pay  him  for  the  sheep,  and  the  actual  market  value  of 
tbe  sheep,  at  the  time  and  place  they  were  to  be  delivered ; 
and  if  you  find  that  the  plaintiff,  in  good  faith,  shipped 
the  two  car  loads  of  sheep,  which  had  been  taken  to  the 
station  at  Millerton,  to  market,  and  sold  them  for  as 
high  a  price  as  he  could  reasonably  obtain  therefor,  then 
you  should  consider  the  net  amount  which  he  received 
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for  the  two  car  loads  of  sheep,  after  allowing  for  the 
reasonable  and  necessary  expenses  of  their  shipment  and 
sale,  to  be  their  actual  value  at  the  time  they  were  to  be 
delivered;  and  if  you  find,  from  the  whole  evidence  in 
the  ease,  that  the  actual  market  value  of  the  2,000  sheep, 
at  the  time  and  place  they,  were  to  be  delivered,  was  less 
than  the  contract  price  agreed  upon  between  the  parties, 
then  the  difference  would  be  the  plaintiff's  damages  in 
this  case.  On  this  amount  you  should  allow  interest  from 
the  24th  day  of  November,  1897,  to  the  14th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1898,  at  seven  per  cent,  per  annum." 

The  defendant's  contention  is  that  by  the  foregoing  in- 
struction the  jury  is  directed  that  if  the  plaintiff  is 
entitled  to  recover  at  all  he  is  entitled  to  recover  damages 
for  the  sale  of  2,000  head  of  sheep,  thus  depriving  the 
jury  of  the  right  to  determine  whether  the  defendant  had 
purchased  2,000  head  of  sheep  or  only  two  car  loads.  The 
evidence  was  undisputed  that  the  sheep  taken  to  the  sta- 
tion did  not  weigh  on  the  average  eighty-five  pounds  each, 
and  hence,  according  to  the  defendant's  theory,  if  the 
jury  believed  his  statement  as  to  what  the  contract  was, 
there  was  no  basis  for  a  judgment  against  him.  The 
dinlcnlty  in  applying  the  defendant's  present  theory  of 
the  case  is  that  it  has  no  support  in  the  pleadings  or  the 
evidence.  Defendant  swears  positively  that  he  agreed  to 
purchase  the  two  car  loads  of  sheep  delivered  at  the 
station  at  Millerton  on  the  express  condition  that  they 
would  weigh  on  an  average  of  eighty-five  pounds  each. 
The  plaintiff  is  equally  positive  that  he  sold  2,000  sheep 
to  be  delivered  on  his  farm  at  $3.60  per  head.  The  evi- 
dence, as  before  stated,  is  undisputed  that  the  sheep  did 
not  weigh  on  the  average  of  eighty-five  pounds  each. 
Under  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence  the  court  and  jury 
could  only  accept  the  plaintiff's  theory  as  an  entirety 
or  the  defendant's  theory  as  an  entirety;  there  was  no 
middle  groond.  By  appropriate  instruction  the  court  sub- 
mitted the  defendant's  theory  to  the  jury  by  instruction 
No.  10.  as  follows: 
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"But  if,  oo  the  other  hand,  you  find  from  the  evidence, 
that  the  contract  made  between  the  parties  on  the  16th 
day  of  November,  1897,  was  that  the  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant should  take  two  car  loads  of  the  plaintiff's  sheep  to 
the  railroad  station  at  Millerton  on  the  following  day, 
and  should  there  weigh  the  same,  and  if  the  said  sheep 
weighed  on  an  average  of  eighty-five  pounds  or  more  each, 
then  the  defendant  should  receive  the  same  and  pay  the 
plaintiff  therefor  the  sum  of  $3.60  per  head,  and  that,  in 
pursuance  of  such  agreement,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant 
did  take  two  car  loads  of  said  sheep,  on  the  17th  day 
of  November,  1897,  to  the  said  railroad  station,  and  did 
weigh  the  same,  and  the  same  weighed  less  than  eighty- 
five  pounds  each  on  the  average,  and  weighed  about 
seventy-five  pounds  each  on  the  average,  and  that  there- 
upon and  for  that  reason  the  defendant  refused  to  take 
the  sheep,  and  did  not  accept  the  same  under  said  con- 
tract, then  you  should  find  for  the  defendant." 

We  have  carefully  'examined  the  instructions  of  the 
court  and  in  our  opinion  they  fully  and  fairly  submit  all 
of  the  issues  tendered  by  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence. 
As  before  stated,  there  was  a  direct  conflict  in  the  evi- 
dence as  to  what  the  contract  was,  and  in  such  case  the 
finding  of  the  jury  is  conclusive  upon  this  court  where 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  verdict  Peaks 
v.  Lord,  42  Neb.,  15;  Barr  v.  Omaha,  42  Neb.,  341;  Lee  v. 
Brugmatm,  37  Neb.,  232;  Bodgman  v.  Thomas,  37  Neb., 
568;  Prewitt  v.  York  County,  43  Neb.,  267. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kikkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affikmbd. 
Sedgwick,  J.,  not  sitting. 
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John  C.  Jones,  appellee,  v.  Christian  M.  Miller  et  al., 

APPELLEES,   AND    JOHN    J.    MlLLEB,    APPELLANT. 
Fn.ra  Mabch  5,  1902.    No.  11,094. 

Commies  loner 'a  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

Appeal  and  Briar:  Obdeb  Appeaij3>  rsou  Nor  m  Transcript.  Where, 
on  appeal,  the  order  or  judgment  complained  of  la  not  Included  In 
the  transcript,  the  appeal  will  be  dismissed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.  Tried 
below  before  Lbtton,  J.    Appeal  dismissed. 

Samuel  Rinaker  and  R.  8,  Bibb,  for  appellant. 

Hugh  J.  Dobbs,  contra. 

Albebt,  O.  • 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
real  estate,  in  satisfaction  of  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  The 
entire  argument  of  appellant  is  directed  against  an  order 
confirming  a  sale  of  such  real  estate  by  a  special  master. 
The  chief  complaint  of  appellant  is  that  such  sale  was 
made  by  a  special  master  whose  appointment  was  void. 
But  the  record  before  us  contains  no  order  confirming  a 
sale  made  by  a  special  master.  It  does  contain  an  order 
confirming  a  sale  made  by  the  sheriff,  but  no  complaint 
is  made  of  such  order ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  have 
been  made  by  the  very  officer  appellant  insists  should  have 
made  it  The  record  does  not  purport  to  be  complete, 
but,  as  the  parties  to  it  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  it,  we 
must  take  it  as  we  find  it.  The  order  complained  of,  so 
far  as  appears  from  the  record,  does  not  exist 

The  appeal  should  be  dismissed,  and  we  -n  recommend. 

Ambs  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 

Appeal  dismissed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 
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John  C.  Jones,  appellee,  t.  Christian  M.  Miller  et  al., 

APPELLEES,    AND   JOHN    J.    MILLER,    APPELLANT. 

FlUiD  November  6,  1902.     No.  11,094. 
Co  mm  iaai  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Court*,  District:  Enforcing  Decree  After  Term  at  Which  Ren 
oered.  The  district  court  has  power  to  make  any  orders  necessary 
to  enforce  Its  decrees,  even  after  the  adjournment  of  the  term  at 
which  they  are  rendered. 

S.  Courts,  District:  Ortiebs  Enforcing  Decree  After  Term:  Presump- 
tions. The  presumption  is  that  such  orders  are  regular  and  made 
upon  proper  notice.  One  who  objects  to  them,  for  want  of  notice, 
where  the  record  does  not  show  such  fact  affirmatively,  must  sus- 
tain hie  objection  by  some  proof  In  order  to  overcome  such  pre- 
sumption. 

3.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Irregularities:  No  Injury  Claimed.  A 
sale  of  real  eatate  upon  a  decree  of  foreclosure  should  not  be  set 
aside  for  mere  Irregularities,  where  no  claim  is  made  that  the 
complaining  party  has  been  Injured  thereby. 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  581. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Gage  county.  Tried 
below  before  Lbtton,  J.     Judgment  below  affirmed. 

Samuel  Rinaker  and  R.  S.  Bibb,  for  appellant 

Hugh  J.  Dobbs,  contra. 

Barnes,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  order  of  the  district  court 
for  Gage  county  confirming  a  sale  of  real  estate  under  a 
decree  of  foreclosure.  The  case  was  originally  heard 
before  department  No.  3  of  the  commission,  and  an  opinion 
written  dismissing  the  appeal,  which  was  approved  by 
the  court,  and  will  be  found  reported  ante,  page  581,  and 
in  89  N.  W.  Rep.,  598.  A  rehearing  has  been  allowed, 
and  the  case  is  now  before  us  the  second  time  for  our  con- 
sideration and  decision  upon  the  merits. 

1.  Appellant's  first  and  principal  contention  is  that  the 
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special  master  commissioner,  who  made  the  sale,  had  no 
authority  to  act  in  the  matter,  because  the  decree,  as  it 
was  first  entered,  provided,  after  the  usual  judgment  of 
foreclosure,  that  the  same  should  be  enforced,  in  case  the 
amount  found  due  was  not  paid,  by  the  sheriff  of  said 
county;  and  that  the  special  master  commissioner  who 
made  the  sale  was  appointed  by  the  court,  -and  the  decree 
thus  changed  and  altered  without  notice  to  the  appellant. 
In  support  of  this  contention  we  are  cited  to  Anderson  v. 
McC'loitd-Love  Live  Stork  Commission  Co.,  58  Neb.,  670,  79 
N".  W.  Rep.,  613.  In  that  case  it  was  held  that  "a  decree 
of  foreclosure,  after  the  final  adjournment  of  the  term 
at  which  it  was  rendered,  can  not  be  changed  in  any  es- 
sential particular  without  due  notice  to  the  parties  in- 
terested  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard."  It  was  further 
held  that  "after  the  adjournment  of  the  term. the  court 
retains  jurisdiction  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  tht 
decree,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it."  An 
examination  of  that  case  discloses  that  the  decree  was 
changed  and  altered  in  its  essential  particulars  in  this 
that  a  portion  of  the  property  described  therein  was  re- 
leased from  its  operation,  and  a  different  order  made  a; 
to  which  tract  of  land  described  therein  should  be  sold 
first.  This  certainly  was  an  essential  change  in  the  decree 
itself.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  court 
may  make  all  necessary  and  proper  orders  to  enforce  its 
decrees,  even  after  the  term  at  which  they  have  been 
rendered.  It  appears  frqm  the  record  in  this  caBe  that 
two  ineffectual  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  sheriff 
of  Gage  county  to  enforce  this  decree.  In  each  case  the 
appraisement  had  been  set  aside  on  the  application  of  the 
appellant.  Thereupon  the  following  proceedings  were 
had:  "Now  on  this  19th  day  of  April,  1899,  this  cause 
coming  on  to  be  heard,  S.  D.  Killen  is  hereby  appointed 
special  master  commissioner  to  make  the  sale  of  the  mort- 
gaged premises  herein,  according  to  law,  and  report  his 
proceedings  to  this  court." 
It  can  scarcely  be  contended  that  the  court  had  no 
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power  to  make  such  order;  bot  the  principal  contention 
ig  that  the  order  was  made  without  notice.  This  fact 
does  not  appear  in  the  record,  and  there  was  no  evidence 
in  support  of  this  contention  ever  offered  by  the  appellant 
The  presumption  is  that  a  court  of  record  and  of  general 
jurisdiction  acts  only  upon  proper  notice,  and  in  a  regular 
and  proper  manner.  Where  it  is  alleged  that  proceedings 
of  such  court  have  been  had  without  notice,  and  the 
record  does  not  show  affirmatively  whether  notice  was 
given  or  not,  that  presumption  is  sufficient  to  overcome 
the  objection,  unless  some  evidence  is  offered  in  support 
of  it  The  appointment  of  a  special  master  commissioner 
to  enforce  the  decree,  after  the  sheriff  had  made  two  abor- 
tive attempts  to  do  so,  was  clearly  within  the  power  of 
the  court  under  section  852  of  the  Code.  American  in- 
vestment  Co.  v.  Nye,  40  Neb.,  720;  State  v.  Hollidwj,  35 
Neb.,  327.  See  also  second  paragraph  of  syllabus  in 
Anderson  v.  McCloud-Love  JAvc  Stock  Commission  Co., 
58  Neb.,  670.  In  any  event  it  is  not  claimed  by  the  appel- 
lant that  the  appointment  of  the  special  master  commis- 
aioner  resulted  in  any  prejudice  to  his  rights  whatever. 

We  therefore  hold  that,  as  the  record  stands,  the  action 
of  the  court  in  appointing  a  special  master  commissioner 
to  make  the  sale  of  the  premises  in  controversy  was 
correct. 

2.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  order  of  sale  upon 
which  the  property  was  sold  is  not  sufficient,  (a)  because 
it  was  directed  to  the  special  master  commissioner  of  the 
county,  and  not  to  8.  D.  Killen,  special  master  commis- 
sioner; (6)  because  the  order  of  sale  is  insufficient,  con- 
tains no  recitals  from  the  decree,  and  has  no  copy  of  the 
decree  attached  thereto.  These  objections  are  entirely 
technical  and  without  any  merit  whatever.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  proceedings  under  the  order  of  sale,  and  of 
the  decree,  shows  that  the  sale  was  conducted  strictly  in 
accordance  with  its  terms.  This  being  true  the  fact,  if 
such  fact  existed,  that  the  order  of  sale  did  not  have  a 
copy  of  the  decree  attached  to  it  resulted  in  no  prejudice 
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to  the  appellant  In  fact  an  order  of  sale  is  not  necessary, 
and  the  sale  made  upon,  and  in  accordance  with,  the 
terms  of  the  decree  itself,  is  sufficient  without  any  order 
whatsoever.  Rector  v.  Rotten,  3  Neb.,  171;  Fried  v. 
Stone,  14  Neb.,  402;  Bristol  Savings  Bank  v.  Field,  67 
Neb.,  670;  Jarrett  v.  Hoover,  54  Neb.,  65.  A  sale  of  real 
estate  upon  a  decree  of  foreclosure  should  not  be  set  aside 
for  mere  irregularities  or  errors  which  do  not  prejudice 
the  rights  of  the  complaining  parties.  Miller  v.  Lanham, 
35  Neb.,  886.  There  is  no  contention  here  that  any  v. "  the 
substantial  rights  of  the  appellant  have  been  jeopardized, 
or  that  he  has  been  injured  in  the  slightest  degree  by  the 
proceedings  herein  complained  of. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  we  recommend  that  the  decree 
appealed  from  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  heretofore  entered  in  this  case  dismiss- 
ing the  appeal  is  hereby  denied  and  held  for  naught,  and 
the  decree  confirming  the  sale  of  real  estate  in  this  case 
is  affirmed. 

Judgment  below  affirmed. 


James  6.  Stouts  t.  Republican  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Filed  Mabch  B,  1902.    No.  11,141. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  8. 

Domain:  Damages:  Occupation:  Lhutatioh  of  Ac-norm: 
In  1887  a  railroad  company  Instituted  proceedings  to 
condemn  two  lota  tor  railroad  purposes.  The  appraisers  appointed 
by  the  county  Judge  found  the  ralue  of  the  Iota  to  be  92,700  and 
assessed  the  damage  of  the  owner  at  that  sum.  The  company 
paid  the  money  Into  court,  but  took  an  appeal  to  the  district  court, 
where,  before  the  trial,  it  offered  to  allow  Judgment  to  be  taken 
for  11,266,  which  the  owner  refused  to  accept'  On  the  trial  the 
owner  was  awarded  $1,350,  and  Judgment  for  the  costs  accruing 
after  the  offer  waa  assessed  against  him.  Thereafter,  at  the  inquest 
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of  the  railroad  company,  the  owner  conveyed  the  Iota  by  warranty 
deed  to  Q.  W.  Holdrege,  trustee,  the  deed  reciting  that  It  was 
made  to  satisfy  condemnation  proceedings  In  the  district  court. 
The  deed  bears  date  of  December  16,  1SST.  The  lots  remained 
vacant  and  unoccupied  until  Hay,  1899,  when  the  former  owner 
erected  a  building  on  the  lots  for  use  as  a  real  estate  office,  and 
thereupon  the  railroad  company  enclosed  the  lots  with  a  high  fence, 
first  moving  thereon  a  building  In  which  it  kept  lamps  and  oil, 
and  which  certain  of  its  employees  occupied.  The  gate  to  the 
fence  was  kept  locked  and  the  former  owner  denied  access  to  the 
building  erected  by  him  and  he  brought  an  action  to  restrain  the 
company  from  Interfering  with  bis  possession  and  use  of  the  lots, 
claiming  that  the  company  bad  acquired  only  an  easement  In  the 
lots  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  possession  and  nse  of  the 
same  in  any  manner  that  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  easement 
of  the  company.  Held,  That  his  deed  gave  the  company  a  fee- 
simple  title  to  the  lota,  and  that  it  was  entitled  to  the  exclusive 
possession  thereof  the  same  as  any  other  owner  of  a  fee  title. 
The  plaintiff  also  claimed  that  by  its  failure  to  occupy  or  use  the 
lots  for  more  than  ten  years  the  defendant  had  abandoned  all 
right  or  title  thereto.  Held,  That,  conceding  that  the  plaintiff's 
deed  should  be  construed  to  convey  only  an  easement  in  the  lots, 
still,  as  the  easement  was  conveyed  by  deed,  it  could  only  be  ex- 
tinguished by  adverse  possession  for  the  same  length  of  tlm«  that 
la  required  to  extinguish 'the  title  of  the  owner  of  the  fee. 

Ebeoe  from  the  district  court  for  Furnas  county.  Tried 
below  before  Nobbis,  J.    Affirmed. 

McCreary  &  Button,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

J,  W.  Devxeae  and  Frank  E.  Bishop,  contra. 

Duftie,  0. 

This  is  an  action  in  equity  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to 
enjoin  the  defendant  from  interfering  with  his  possession 
and  use  of  lots  11  and  12  in  block  27  in  the  village  of 
Oxford,  Nebraska.  It  appears  from  the  plaintiff's  peti- 
tion and  from  the  record  before  us  that  the  plaintiff  was 
the  owner  of  these  lots  prior  to  June  14,  1887.  On  that 
date  the  defendant,  the  Republican  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany, instituted  proceedings  to  condemn  said  lots  for 
railroad  purposes.  A  jury  of  freeholders  was  duly  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  judge,  who  viewed  the  lots,  a 
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their  value  at  $2,700,  and  awarded  the  plaintiff  damages 
in  that  cram.  From  thin  award  the  defendant  appealed  to 
the  district  court,  where,  upon  a  trial  of  the  case,  the 
plaintiff  was  awarded  f  1,250,  as  damages  for  the  appro- 
priation of  hisproperty. 

It  appears  that  prior  to  the  trial  of  the  cause  the  rail- 
road company  made  an  offer  in  writing  to  allow  judgment 
to  be  taken  against  it  for  the  sum  of  $1,266.46,  and  the 
judgment  entry  recites  the  following:  "And  it  appear- 
ing that  the  appellant  in  this  action  obtained  a  more 
favorable  amount  than  was  given  by  the  freeholders  ap- 
pointed by  the  county  judge;  and  it  further  appearing 
that  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1887,  the  defendant  in 
the  action  served  upon  the  plaintiff  an  offer  in  writing 
to  allow  judgment  to  be  taken  against  it  for  the  sum  of 
$1,266.46,  and  that  the  plaintiff  refused  to  accept  the 
same;  and  it  further  appearing  that  on  the  5th  day  of 
December,  1887,  the  defendant  served  upon  the  plaintiff 
a  notice  in  writing  that  on  the  13th  day  of  December, 
1887,  it  would  in  thiB  conrt  offer  to  confess  judgment  for 
the  sum  of  (1,266.46,  and  it  further  appearing  that  on 
the  13th  day  of  December,  1887,  the  said  plaintiff,  being 
present  in  said  court,  refused  to  accept  such  confession 
of  judgment,  it  is  therefore  considered  and  ordered  that 
the  plaintiff  pay  the  costs  in  this  action  from  and  since 
the  5th  day  of  December,  1887." 

On  the  16th  of  December  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife 
executed  a  warranty  deed  for  said  lots  to  Q.  W.  Holdrege, 
trustee ;  the  deed  reciting  that  it  is  made  to  satisfy  con- 
demnation proceedings  in  the  district  court  of  this  state. 

In  his  petition  the  plaintiff  alleges  that  this  deed  was 
made  at  the  request  of  the  railroad  company,  and  by  it 
accepted  in  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  of  condemnation 
aforesaid  and  without  any  other  consideration.  He  fur- 
ther states  that  the  railroad  company  has  never  utilized 
the  lots  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  condemned, 
but  that  they  remained  vacant  and  unused  by  any  one 
until  May  6, 1899,  when  plaintiff,  being  desirous  of  osing 
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the  lots,  bat  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  interfere  with 
the  use  of  the  same  by  the  defendant  for  railroad  pur- 
poses, erected  thereon  a  small  temporary  office  building 
which  was  not  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  soil, 
and  which  was  to  be  used  by  the  plaintiff  as  a  real  estate 
office;  that  immediately  thereafter  the  company,  to  harass 
and  annoy  the  plaintiff,  moved  onto  the  lots  an  oil  or 
lamp  house,  formerly  used  on  the  defendant's  original 
right  of  way,  and  subsequently,  and  in  defiance  of  plain- 
tiff's right  to  use  the  property,  the  defendant  erected 
around  the  lots  a  strong  fence  so  that  it  is  useless  to 
plaintiff  in  his  occupation  thereof.  Plaintiff  further 
alleges  that  the  railroad  company  does  not  occupy  any 
portion  of  the  lots  with  any  business  connected  with  the 
operation  of  its  road,  but  that  certain  of  its  employees 
occupy  the  lamp  house  placed  upon  the  lots,  and  these 
are  changed  from  time  to  time  and  their  names  are  to  him 
unknown.  That  the  gate  in  the  fence  is  kept  locked  and 
the  plaintiff  is  denied  access  to  his  building.  It  further 
appears  from  the  petition  that  these  lots  were  entirely 
separate  and  in  no  manner  connected  with  the  property 
which  has  been  used  by  the  company  for  railroad  pur- 
poses, and  he  alleges  that  because  of  the  non-use  of  the 
property  since  its  condemnation,  and  because  the  com- 
pany at  the  time  of  Mb  taking  possession  were  not  using 
it  for  any  purpose,  he  is  entitled  to  use  and  occupy  the 
property.  A  demurrer  to  this  petition  was  sustained  by 
the  district  court,  and  the  plaintiff  refusing  to  amend,  a 
decree  was  entered  dismissing  his  bill,  and  from  this 
decree  he  has  appealed  to  this  court. 

At  the  time  of  filing  this  petition  it  appears  to  have 
been  the  theory  of  the  plaintiff  that  the  railroad  company 
had  acquired  a  mere  easement  in  the  property,  and  that 
he  was  entitled  to  such  use  and  occupation  of  the  lots 
as  was  not  inconsistent  and  which  would  not  interfere 
with  their  use  by  the  defendant  under  its  easement.  Upon 
th*»  oral  argument,  and  in  a  supplemental  brief  since  filed, 
he   takes  the  position  that  the  railroad  company  has 
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abandoned  the  lots,  and  that  the;  revert  to  him  as  the 
owner  of  the  fee.  We  will  not  stop  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion whether  G.  W.  Holdrege,  trustee,  the  grantee  of 
the  deed  made  by  the  plaintiff  and  wife,  ib  a  necessary 
party  to  this  proceeding,  but  will  dispose  of  it  upon  the 
theory  advanced  by  the  plaintiff  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany is  the  real  beneficial  owner  of  whatever  interest  was 
conveyed  by  the  plaintiff's  deed  to  Holdrege,  trustee.  In 
the  first  place  it  might  be  observed  that  it  clearly  appears 
from  the  plaintiff's  petition  that  the  lota' were  not  taken 
by  the  railroad  company  for  right  of  way  purposes ;  they 
are  situated  some  distance  from  the  right  of  way,  and 
were  not  needed  for  use  in  the  operation  of  trains.  To 
what  use  the  railroad  intended  to  appropriate  them  does 
not  appear,  but  there  are  many  uses  for  which  a  railroad 
company  has  to  acquire  property  independent  of  the  mere 
operations  of  its  trains.  That  the  company  may  purchase 
and  hold  real  estate  necessary  for  its  use  can  not  be  dis- 
puted. That  it  may  take  the  fee  title,  as  well  as  an  ease- 
ment, no  one  will  question.  That  it  took  fee  in  this  case 
can  not  be  doubted.  The  deed  recites  that  it  is  given  in 
satisfaction  of  condemnation  proceedings.  There  was 
nothing  to  satisfy  in  those  proceedings  except  the  judg- 
ment for  costs  against  the  plaintiff.  When  the  appraiser 
fixed  the  value  of  the  plaintiff's  lots  at  $2,700,  the  rail- 
road company  paid  that  amount  to  the  county  judge 
When  judgment  for  $1,250  was  entered  against  the  rail- 
road company  on  the  trial  of  the  appeal,  the  money  was 
already  in  court  to  be  paid  over  to  the  plaintiff.  There 
was  nothing  further  for  the  railroad  company  to  do.  If 
it  desires  only  an  easement  in  these  lots,  no  deed  was 
necessary.  The  amount  of  costs  assessed  againt  the  plain- 
tiff on  the  trial  of  the  appeal  does  not  appear;  but  that  the 
railroad  company  satisfied  its  judgment  for  costs  in  con- 
sideration of  this  deed  is  apparent  from  the  deed  itself, 
it  being  made  to  satisfy  condemnation  proceedings  which 
were  already  satisfied  so  far  as  the  company  was  con- 
cerned when  the  deed  was  made,  the  only  part  remaining 
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unsatisfied  being  the  payment  of  costs  assessed  against 
the  plaintiff.  But  further  than  this  we  do  not  know  of 
any  principle  of  law  which  will  allow  the  plaintiff  in  the 
face  of  this  deed  to  say  that  it  did  not  pass  the  fee  of 
these  lota.  No  claim  is  made  that  it  was  procured  by 
fraud,  no  action  of  the  court  is  invoked  to  reform  it  or  set 
it  aside,  no  claim  is  made  that  it  does  not  express  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties.  In  this  condition 
of  affairs  every  principle  of  law  requires  us  to  give  it  that 
effect  which  its  wording  demands.  Plaintiff  refers  us 
to  section  53,  chapter  73,  of  the  Compiled  Statutes,  as 
follows :  "In  the  construction  of  every  instrument  creat- 
ing or  conveying,  or  authorizing  or  requiring  the  creation 
or  conveyance  of  any  real  estate,  or  interest  therein,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  courts  of  justice  to  carry  into 
effect  the  true  intent  of  the  parties,  so  far  as  such  intent 
can  be  collected  from  the  whole  instrument,  and  so  far  as 
such  intent  is  consistent  with  the  rules  of  law." 

We  know  of  no  rule  of  law  which  will  allow  us  to  con- 
strue a  warranty  deed  in  the  usual  form  plainly  convey- 
ing the  fee-simple  title  into  an  instrument  giving  to  the 
grantee  a  mere  easement  in  the  premises,  and  the  intent 
of  the  parties,  so  far  as  we  can  gather  it  from  the  deed 
and  from  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made, 
was  to  convey  the  fee-simple  title  to  these  lots  in  con- 
sideration of  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  for  costs 
entered  against  the  plaintiff  in  condemnation  proceed- 
ings. But  admitting  that  the  deed  was  intended  to  con- 
vey, and  did  only  convey,  to  the  grantee  an  easement  in 
the  lots,  can  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  now  .made  that  the' 
railroad  company  has  abandoned  this  easement  be  sus- 
tained? It  is  insisted  that  non-user  of  an  easement  for 
the  length  of  time  required  to  establish  title  to  real  estate 
by  adverse  possession  constitutes  abandonment,  and  that 
thereafter  the  owner  of  the  fee  may  re-enter  and  hold  his 
laud.  Whatever  may  be  the  rule  in  relation  to  the 
abandonment  of  an  easement  acquired  otherwise  than  by 
deed,  the  authorities  all  agree  that  non-user  of  an  ease- 
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ment  acquired  by  deed  for  any  length  of  time  is  not  an 
abandonment  The  right  of  an  easement  created  by  deed 
can  only  be  extinguished  by  adverse  possession  for  the 
Bame  length  of  time  tliat  is  required  to  extinguish  the 
title  of  the  owner  of  the  fee.  Washburn,  in  his  work  on 
Easements  and  Servitudes,  fourth  edition,  page  717,  in 
discussing  this  question  says :  "In  the  first  place,  if  the 
easement  has  been  acquired  by  deed,  no  length  of  time  of 
mere  non-user  will  operate  to  impair  or  defeat  the  right. 
Nothing  short  of  a  use  by  the  owner  of  the  premises  over 
which  it  was  granted,  which  is  adverse  to  the  enjoyment 
of  such  easement  by  the  owner  thereof,  for  the  space  of 
time  long  enough  to  create  a  prescriptive  right,  will 
destroy  the  right  granted." 

We  can  see  no  merits  in  any  of  the  claims  made  by  the 
plaintiff.  He  has  received  pay  for  his  lots.  He  has  con- 
veyed away  the  title.  The  fact  that  the  conveyance  was 
made  to  a  railroad  company  or  a  trustee  for  the  use  of 
that  company  gives  him  no  greater  right  to'  reclaim  this 
property  than  if  be  had  sold  to  some  individual.  On  the 
case  made  by  the  plaintiff's  petition  the  court  was  clearly 
right  in  sustaining  the  demurrer  upon  the  ground  that 
the  petition  did  not  state  a  cause  of  action,  and  we  recom- 
mend that  the  judgment  dismissing  the  plaintiff's  peti- 
tion be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 


Hugh  H.  Baxteb,  appellee,  v.  John  Schmitz  et  al., 

APPELLANTS. 
Pius  March  6,  1902.    No.  11,169. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.     Department  NO.  3. 
Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Appeal:    Pxktudice. 

Appeal  from    the   district  court   for   Custer   county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.     Affirmed. 
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J.  .B.  Dean,  for  appellants. 

Aipfta  Morgan,  contra. 

Duffib,  O, 

This  1b  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  made 
under  a  decree  of  foreclosnre.  We  find  no  irregularity  in 
the  proceedings  which  did  or  could  in  any  manner  preju- 
dice the  appellant,  and  therefore  recommend  that  the 
order  appealed  from  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Ghabi.:;s  T.  Jbnkins  v.  Abthub  Myatt  bt  au 

Fhxd  Much  5,  ISO!.    No.  11,183. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  L 

Appeal  and  Error:  Juaianionoir:  Assignments  Not  in  Morion  m 
New  Tsui.  AH  error  not  going  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  trial 
court,  and  not  called  to  its  attention  In  any  war,  by  motion  for 
new  trial  or  otherwise,  will  not  be  regarded  in  this  court. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Butler  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sedgwick,  J.    Affirmed. 

Charles  T.  Jenkins,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Gteo.  P.  Sheesley  and  W.  W.  Btotoell,  contra, 

Hastings,  C. 

Only  one  point  is  raised  by  the  brief  of  plaintiff  in 
error  in  this  case,  viz. :  That  the  answer  of  defendant, 
Wyatt,  only  asks  that  the  cause  be  dismissed  and  for 
costs,  and  so  will  not  support  a  judgment  in  defendant's 
favor  for  the  value  of  the  property  replevied.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  and  the  petition 
in  error  fails  to  show  any  allegation  of  error  in  this  re- 
spect, or  that  the  alleged  defect  was  called  to  the  atten- 
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tion  of  the  trial  court  in  any  way.  While  the  verdict  is 
alleged  to  be  contrary  to  law,  no  such  complaint  is  made 
as  to  the  judgment.  One  error  assigned  is  that  the  answer 
admits  the  return  of  the  property,  but  this  is  not  the 
case.  It  only  alleges  the  institution  of  an  action  to  get 
it.  Whether  or  not  the  statute  providing  for  relief  of  a 
defendant  in  a  replevin  suit  should  be  held  to  warrant 
affirmative  relief,  even  when  none  is  prayed  for,  is  not 
necessary  to  be  decided  in  this  case 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Day,  C,  concurs.    Kibkpatriok,  C,  not  sitting. 

Affirmed. 
Sedgwick,  J.,  not  sitting. 


P.  B.  Bbaxton  v.  Maet  J.  Oaks  bt  al. 

Fiixd  Masch  6,  1902.    No.  11,186. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Deficiency:    Effect  of  Repeal  of  Statute. 

The  repeal  of  section  847,  and  a  portion  of  848,  and  of  S49  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  commonly  known  as  the  deficiency  Judg- 
ment law,  In  no  manner  affected  the  rights  or  remedies  existing  Is 
an  action,  which  had  been  commenced  or  which  were  incident  to  a 
cause  of  action  which  had  accrued  and  was  existing  at  the  time 
of  the  taking  effect  of  such  repeal. 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:   Judgment  at  Law  After  Decree  and  Kxpiat. 

of  Statute.  An  action  at  law  can  not  be  maintained,  to  recover 
a  judgment  for  an?  portion  of  the  mortgage  debt  after  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  where  the  action  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  had  been 
commenced,  or  the  cause  of  action  therefor  had  accrued  and  was 
existing,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  commonly  known  as 
the  deficiency  Judgment  law,  without  an  order  of  the  court  au- 
thorising the  prosecution  thereof. 

Ereos  from   the  district  court  for   Fillmore   county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 
42 
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F.  B.  Donistkorpe,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Ghas.  H.  and  Frank  W.  Sloan,  contra. 

The  deficiency  judgment  act  of  1897,  prohibiting  the 
rendition  of  deficiency  judgments,  both  in  foreeloMire  pro- 
ceedings, and  in  independent  legal  action  thereafter,  was 
enacted  to  do  away  with  the  deficiency  judgments  in  fore- 
closure proceedings,  and  after  foreclosure  proceedings 
had  been  terminated,  and  by  bo  doing  not  deprive  the 
mortgagee  of  a  full  and  adequate  remedy  both  at  law 
and  equity,  nor  in  anywise  impair  the  obligation  of  any 
contract:  Cooley,  Constitutional  Limitations  [4th  ed.], 
331;  Branson  v.  Kinzie,  1  How.  [U.  S.],  311 J  Barnits  v. 
Beverly,  163  U.  S.,  at  page  123 ;  Green  v.  Riddle,  8  Wheat 
[U.  8.],  at  page  75;  Tennessee  v.  Snccd,  96  U.  S.,  69; 
Newark  Savings  Institution  v.  Forman,  33  N.  J.  Eq.,  436: 
Berthold  v.  Fox,  13  Minn.,  462;  Oottkcy  v.  Hart,  14  N.  Y., 
22;  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Snyder,  13  N.  Y.,  299;  Van  Rens- 
selaer v.  Hays,  19  N.  Y.,  68;  McMillan  v.  Spragtte,  4  How. 
[Miss.],  647;  Story  v.  Fwrnum,  25  N.  Y.,  at  page  223; 
Ex  parte  North-East  S.  W.  &  Ala.  R.  Co.,  37  Ala.,  679; 
Gut  v.  State,  9  Wall.  [U.  $.],  35;  Butler  v.  Palmer,  1  Hill 
[N,  Y.],  324;  Joaquin  v.  Commonwealth,  9  Cush.  [Mass.], 
at  page  282 ;  Lennon  v.  Mayor,  55  N.  Y.,  361 ;  Stocking  v. 
Hunt,  3  Denio  [N.  Y.],  274 ;  Marion  v.  State,  20  Neb.,  233. 

Baiwes,  O. 

On  the  28th  day  of  May,  1889,  Mary  J.  Oaks  and  Henry 
Oaks  executed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  in  error 
herein  a  note  or  coupon  bond  for  the  sum  of  f600  and 
secured  the  payment  of  the  same  by  a  mortgage  on  cer- 
tain lots  in  the  city  of  Geneva,  Fillmore  county,  Nebraska. 
Shortly  after  the  defendant,  Walter  S.  Huston,  purchased 
the  premises  described  in  the  mortgage,  and  by  the  terms 
of  the  deed  of  conveyance,  which  he  received  from  Mary 
J.  Oaks  and  Henry  Oaks,  he  assumed  and  agreed  to 
pay  the  mortgage  debt.     Default  was  made  in  the  pay- 
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ment  of  the  note  at  the  time  it  became  due,  in  May,  1894, 
and  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1897,  an  action  was  com- 
menced in  the  district  court  for  Fillmore  county  against 
Mary  J.  Oaks,  Henry  Oaks,  and  Walter  S.  Huston,  among 
others,  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  A  decree  of  foreclosure 
was  had,  the  property  described  in  the  mortgage  was  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  brought  into  court  and  applied  upon  the 
amount  found  due  by  the  decree  of  foreclosure.  After 
the  foreclosure  proceedings  were  ended  the  plaintiff  filed 
his  petition,  in  this  action  at  law,  in  the  district  court  for 
Fillmore  county,  against  the  defendants  herein,  without 
having  obtained  authority  from  the  court  to  institute  such 
suit,  and  in  his  said  petition  set  forth  the  facts  of  the 
execution  and  delivery  of  the  note  and  mortgage;  the 
assumption  of  the  mortgage  debt  by  the  defendant,  Hus- 
ton ;  that  suit  had  been  commenced  to  foreclose  the  mort- 
gage, and  a  decree  of  foreclosure  in  such  proceedings  had 
been  duly  entered;  that  the  premises  described  in  the 
mortgage  had  been  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  the 
payment  of  the  decree;  the  termination  of  the  proceed- 
ings; the  fact  that  there  still  remained  due  on  the  note 
or  coupon  bond,  the  sum  of  f  677.84 ;  that  there  was  still 
due  him  from  the  defendants,  and  each  of  them,  on  the 
bond  and  mortgage,  the  said  sum  of  $677.84,  no  part  of 
which  had  been  paid,  though  he  had  demanded  payment  of 
the  same,  and  concluded  his  petition  with  a  prayer  for  a 
judgment  at  law  against  each  of  the  said  defendants.  On 
the  8th  day  of  June,  1899,  the  defendants  filed  a  general 
denrarrer  to  this  petition,  which,  on  the  2l8t  day  of 
November,  following,  was  sustained  by  the  court.  Plain- 
tiff elected  to  stand  upon  his  petition  and  refused  to 
further  plead.  Thereupon  the  court  entered  a  judgment 
dismissing  his  said  action  and  taxing  him  with  the  costs 
which  had  accrued  therein.  The  proper  exceptions  were 
taken  and  allowed,  and  thereupon  the  plaintiff  brought 
the  case  to  this  court  by  a  petition  in  error. 

The  plaintiff  contends  that  the  court  erred  in  sustaining 
the  demurrer  to  his  petition  and  in  dismissing  his  action. 
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He  claims  the  right  to  maintain  an  action  at  law  after  a 
decree  of  foreclosure  has  been  rendered,  on  the  note  secured 
by  the  mortgage,  to  recover  the  deficiency  remaining  on 
the  decree  after  the  sale  of  the  mortgaged  property  to 
satisfy  the  same.  This  brings  as  to  the  consideration  of 
the  act  of  1897,  repealing  sections  847  and  849  of  the  Code, 
commonly  called  the  deficiency  judgment  law.  It  also 
incidentally  requires  us  to  consider  section  848  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  and  its  effect  upon  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  maintain  his  suit 

1.  We  have  recently  held  in  the  case  of  Merrill  v.  Miller, 
post,  page  630,  that  the  act  of  1897  repealing  sections  847 
and  S49  in  no  way  affects  a  plaintiff's  right  to  have  a  de- 
ficiency judgment  entered  in  a  foreclosure  suit  on  a  cause 
of  action  accruing  prior  to,  and  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
taking  effect  of  such  repeal.  In  this  case  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion accrued  and  was  in  existence  on  and  after  the  28th  day 
of  May,  1894.  At  any  time  after  that  date  the  plaintiff  had 
the  right  to  commence  his  suit  to  foreclose  the  mortgage 
and  subject  the  mortgaged  property  to  the  payment  of  the 
mortgage  debt  His  cause  of  action  was  complete.  In 
the  language  of  the  statute,  "it  existed"  from  and  after 
the  28th  day  of  May,  1894.  This  was  several  years  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1897,  repealing  the  statutes 
granting  the  right  to  enter  a  deficiency  judgment  in  a 
foreclosure  proceeding.  The  plaintiff  was  entitled  in  his 
foreclosure  suit  to  have  a  deficiency  judgment  entered.  So 
far  as  appears  by  this  record  he  concluded  to  waive  such 
right  and  bring  an  action  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  the 
balance  due  after  exhausting  the  mortgaged  property.  He 
is  not,  therefore,  in  a  position  to  raise  the  question  as  to 
the  validity  of  the  act  of  1897,  repealing  sections  847  and 
849  of  the  Code. 

2.  It  follows  that  if  the  plaintiff's  right  was  clear  to 
have  a  deficiency  judgment  entered  in  his  foreclosure  pro- 
ceeding, it  is  also  clear  that  he  was  entitled  in  that  pro- 
ceeding, by  proper  application,  to  have  an  order  of  the 
court  authorizing  him  to  bring  his  suit  at  law  upon  the 
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note  and  coupon  bond  to  recover  the  balance  due  thereon. 
So  far  as  the  record  shows  no  such  application*  was  ever 
made  by  him,  or  such  order  obtained.  It  is  not  set  forth 
or  claimed  in  his  petition  that  he  was  ever  authorized  by 
the  conrt  of  equity  to  proceed  in  this  suit.  Section  848, 
before  the  repealing  act  of  1897  was  passed,  provided  that 
during  the  pendency  of  a  suit  to  foreclose  a  real  estate 
mortgage,  or  after  the  rendition  of  the  decree  therein,  no 
action  at  law  should  be  had  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt 
secured  by  the  mortgage,  or  any  part  thereof,  anless  au- 
thorized by  the  court.  The  provisions  of  this  section  being 
continued  in  force  as  to  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action 
which  had  accrued  and  existed  prior  to  the  repeal  of  any 
part  of  it,  have  been  construed  by  this  court  in  the  case  of 
Maxwell  v.  Home  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  57  Neb.,  207,  where  it  was 
held  that  either  an  action  at  law  for  the  recovery  of  the 
debt  secured  by  a  real  estate  mortgage  or  a  suit  to  fore- 
close the  mortgage  could  be  maintained  at  the  option  of 
the  owner  and  holder  thereof;  that  when  one  chooses  one 
remedy  he  must  exhaust  it  before  resorting  to  the  other 
unless  permission  of  the  court  is  first  obtained  to  pursue 
both  remedies  at  the  same  time,  and  that  pending  fore- 
closure suit,  or  after  decree,  an  action  at  law  on  the  obli- 
gation or  evidence  of  debt  of  a  person  other  than  a  mort- 
gagor, such  as  indorser  of  a  note  secured  by  the  mortgage, 
can  not  be  prosecuted  without  the  consent  of  the  court  of 
equity. 

The  plaintiff  in  this  case  having  failed  to  show  by  his 
petition  that  he  had  applied  for  and  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  court  of  equity  to  commence  this  action,  and  there 
being  no  allegation  in  his  petition  that  the  district  court 
of  Fillmore  county  had  ever  authorized  him  to  commence 
and  maintain  this  suit,  the  demurrer  thereto  was  properly 
sustained.  So  far  as  the  record  shows  plaintiff  may  still 
have  his  deficiency  judgment  in  the  foreclosure  suit,  or 
obtain  an  order  of  the  court  authorizing  him  to  prosecute 
a  suit  at  law  to  recover  a  judgment  for  his  deficiency. 
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There  is  no  error  in  the  record,  and  for  that  reason  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  should  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


The  City  of  Lincoln  t.  William  D.  Sager. 

Filed  March  S,  1902.    No.  11,229. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

sf  #w  &n 

1.  Trial:    Viewiko  Premises:    Instructions.    Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co. 

v.  Faneell,  60  Neb.,  322,  followed. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:     Instructions:     Appearance  a  Transcript  of 

Exceptions  :  Presumption.  Where  exceptions  to  Instructions  ap 
pear  In  the  transcript  Immediately  after  the  charge  and  before  the 
record  of  submission  to  the  jury  and  of  the  verdict,  with  an  entry 
showing  them  to  have  been  filed  at  the  same  time  with  the  In- 
structions, and  are  certified  to  by  the  clerk  as  part  of  the  record  of 
the  district  court,  the  same  presumption  arises  as  In  case  of 
notation  by  counsel  upon  the  Instructions  themselves. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    ExcEPTipNs  Not  Properly  Taken  to  Instruc- 

tions: Cobbectiro  Record.  In  case  exceptions  are  so  filed  which 
were  not  properly  taken  at  the  time  the  instructions  were  given, 
they  have  no  place  In  the  record,  and  the  remedy  is  to  correct  the 
record  in  the  district  court  by  striking  them  therefrom,  the  same 
as  where  exceptions  not  seasonably  taken  are  noted  by  counsel 
upon  the  written  charge. 

Ebrob.  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county.  1 

Tried  below  before  Cobnish,  J.  Reversed. 

E.  C.  Strode,  City  Attorney,  and  D.  H.  Flaherty,  for 
plaintiff  in  error. 

Halleck  F.  Rose  and  Wilmer  B.  Comstoch,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  in  this  case  must  be 
reversed  for  the  reasons  stated  in  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  J?. 
Co.  v.  Fartcelif  60  Neb.,  322.  The  defendant  in  error 
requested,  and  the  court  gave,  the  identical  instruction 
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there  considered,  and  such  instruction  was  excepted  to 
by  the  city  and  complained  of  in  its  motion  for  a  new 
trial.  It  is  urged  that  the  record  does  not  show  sufficiently 
that  exception  was  taken  to  the  instruction  at  the  time 
it  was  given.  In  the  transcript  there  are  entries  of  the 
impaneling  of  a  jury,  the  trial,  the  instructions  of  the 
court,  and  "exceptions  to  instructions"  by  both  parties 
in  order.  The  transcript  recites  that  these  exceptions 
were  filed  the  same  day  that  the  charge  was  filed.  Then 
follow  entries  of  submission  of  the  cause  to  the  jury 
and  of  the  verdict  and  judgment  The  clerk  certifies 
that  the  transcript  contains  the  instructions  of  the 
court,  the  instruction  requested  by  defendant,  "exceptions 
to  instructions"  and  "exceptions  of  city  of  Lincoln  to  in- 
structions," and  that  they  are  part  of  the  record  of  the 
district  court.  We  see  no  reason  why  these  written  state- 
ments by  counsel  for  the  respective  parties  of  the  excep- 
tions taken,  filed  with  the  charge,  are  not  as  good  evidence 
as  notations  by  counsel  upon  the  charge  made  after  it 
comes  back  with  the  verdict  Filing  of  written  exceptions 
separately  is  certainly  less  liable  to  abuse,  and  is  preferred 
by  many  trial  judges.  State  v.  Hartley,  56  Neb.,  810,  815. 
The  proper  practice  is  doubtless  for  the  court  to  note  the 
exceptions.  Bhimer  v.  Bennett,  44  Neb.,  873.  But  where 
counsel  note  exceptions  upon  the  written  charge  after  the 
verdict  haa  come  in,  and  the  court  permits  such  excep- 
tions to  go  into  the  record,  we  presume  that  the  exceptions 
so  noted  were  made  in  due  season.  Blumer  v.  Bennett, 
supra.  In  State  v.  Bartley,  supra,  the  written  exceptions 
were  indorsed  "allowed"  by  the  trial  judge.  But  allow- 
ance of  exceptions  is  not  necessary  under  our  practice; 
they  need  only  be  taken  and  noted.  Both  in  Blumer  v. 
Bennett  and  in  State  v.  Bartley  this  court  relied  chiefly 
on  the  fact  that  the  exceptions  came  before  it  as  part  of 
the  record  of  the  district  court,  duly  certified  as  such.  In 
case  exceptions  are  filed  which  were  not  taken  at  the  time 
the  instructions  were  given,  they  have  no  place  in  the 
record,  and  the  remedy  is  to  correct  the  record  in  the  dis- 
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trict  court  by  striking  them  therefrom,  the  same  as  where 
exceptions  not  seasonably  taken  are  noted  by  counsel 
upon  the  written  charge.  Blumcr  v.  Bennett,  supra.  We 
therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  reversed  and 
the  cause  remanded  for  a  new  trial. 

Babnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


John  Rath,  Be.,  v.  Augusta  O.  Rath. 

Filed  March  6,  1902.    No.  11,235. 
Com  ml  sal  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:    Conflicting  Evidence.     Where  there  is  gome 

competent  evidence  tending  to  establish  all  of  the  facts  consti- 
tuting plaintiff's  cause  of  action,  and  the  evidence  on  the  whole 
case  Is  conflicting,  the  verdict  of  a  Jury  based  thereon  will  not  be 
Bet  aside  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  sustained  by  the  evidence. 

2.  Husband   and  Wife:     Alienating   Affections:     Honebt  Advice   as 

Defense  Must  Be  Pi.eaded  and  Proved.  In  an  action  by  a  wife, 
against  her  father-in-law,  for  alienating  the  affections  of  her  hus- 
band and  causing  him  to  abandon  her,  parental  advice,  honestly 
given  without  malice,  and  with  the  intention  of  benefiting  the 
son,  Is  a  defense;  but  where  such  advice  Is  not  pleaded  nor  proven 
at  the  trial,  the  court  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  give  Instructions 
based  on  that  theory. 

3.  Trial:    Instructions  Must  Accord  With  Issues  and  Evidence.     It  Ib 

a  fundamental  rule  that  the  Instructions  in  a  case  must  be  given 
with  reference  to  the  evidence  adduced  upon  the  trial,  and  must 
be  applicable  to  the  issues  made  by  the  pleadings.  Instructions 
asked  for  not  fairly  within  this  rule  should  be  refused. 

4.  Appeal   and   Error:     Argumentative   Instruction:     Prejudice.     In- 

struction examined  and  disapproved;  but  It  appearing  from  the 
record  that  the  giving  of  the  instruction  in  no  manner  affected  the 
verdict  of  the  Jury,  held  error  without  prejudice. 

5.  Damages:    Instructions  as  to  Measure  of.  The  court  Is  not  required 

to  cover  the  rule  as  to  the  measure  of  damages  in  any  one  par- 
ticular paragraph  of  Its  instructions.  It  will  be  sufficient  If  the 
instructions  as  a  whole  correctly  state  the  rule 
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6.  Huaband  and  Wife:    Alienation  of  Affections:    Instruction  as  to 

Costboi-lino  Cause.  In  an  action  by  a  wife  against  one,  for 
alienating  the  affections  of  her  husband,  causing  him  to  abandon 
her,  an  Instruction  which  Informs  the  Jury  "That  If  the  conduct 
of  the  defendant  was  tbe  controlling  cause  which  Induced  her  hus- 
band to  leave  her,  and  that  without  such  conduct  her  husband 
would  not  have  abandoned  her,  then  she  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
cover, although  there  might  have  been  other  causes  contributing 
to  the  same  result,"  la  a  fairly  correct  statement  of  the  law. 
There  was  no  error  In  giving  such  an  instruction. 

7.  Appeal  and  Error:    Instructions  Refused  When  Point  Covered  by 

Court.  Error  can  not  be  predicated  on  the  failure  of  the  court  to 
give  instructions  asked  for  at  the  trial  where  tbe  court  in  its  own 
Instruction  has  amply  covered  the  grounds  contained  In  the  re- 

Ebeor  from  the  district  court  for  Fillmore  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.     Affirmed. 

Chae.  H.  and  Frank  W.  Sloan,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

George  B.  France,  contra. 

Baknes,  C. 

On  the  30th  day  of  September,  1899,  Augusta  C.  Bath 
commenced  an  action  in  the  district  court  for  Fillmore 
county  against  John  W.  Rath,  Sr.,  to  recover  damages 
alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  her  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  defendant  had  wrongfully,  unlawfully  and  mali- 
ciously alienated  the  affections  of  her  husband  from  her, 
and  had  caused  her  husband,  John  Rath,  Jr.,  to  leave  her, 
and  take  with  him  all  of  the  personal  property  and  money 
owned  by  them,  the  joint  earnings  of  herself  and  her  said 
husband  during  the  time  they  lived  together  as  husband 
and  wife.  The  petition  was  in  the  usual  form ;  the  allega- 
tions of  the  wrongful  acts  on  the  part  of  the  defendant 
were  set  forth  in  the  petition,  as  follows:  "The  plaintiff 
farther  alleges  that  immediately  after  said  marriage  the 
plaintiff  and  her  husband  moved  to  Clay  county  near  the 
residence  of  the  defendant  and  engaged  in  farming,  and 
shortly  thereafter  the  said  defendant,  conceiving  and  har- 
boring an  intense  dislike  for  plaintiff,  wrongfully  and 


i 
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maliciously  sought  to  prejudice  the  mind  of  the  said  JoKq 
Rath,  Jr.,  against  the  plaintiff  djnj  to  alienate  his  affec- 
tions from  her,  and  has  ever  since  sought  and  endeavored 
by  subtle  contrivances  and  threats  of  disinheriting .  flie 
said  John  Rath,  Jr.,  to  entice  him  to  separate  him  from 
the  plaintiff  and  to  leave  and  desert  her,  and  to  further  his 
design  the  said  defendant  coaxed  and  persuaded  the  said 
John  Rath,  Jr.,  in  the  fall  of  1897,  to  quit  the  pursuit  of 
fanning  and  to  engage  in  other  business,  and  the  said 
John  Rath,  Jr.,  in  the  fall  of  1897,  sold  and  disposed  of 
all  his  property,  being  the  accumulation  of  the  joint 
labor  and  work  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  said  John  Rath, 
Jr.,  during  the  past  two  years,  and  immediately  there- 
after and  on  the  28th.  day  of  January,  1898,  the  said  John 
Bath,  Jr.,  left  the  plaintiff  and  took  with  him  all  the  money 
received  from  the  sale  of  said  property,  being  about  the 
sum  of  $1,000,  and  the  plaintiff  ever  since  the  departure  of 
her  husband  has  been  unable  to  ascertain  and  does  not 
know  of  his  whereabouts.  The  plaintiff  further  alleges 
that  the  said  defendant  has  sought,  by  his  acts,  arts,  con- 
trivances and  threats,  made  to  the  said  John  Rath,  Jr., 
well  knowing  that  the  said  John  Rath,  Jr.,  was,  during 
all  said  time,  the  husband  of  the  plaintiff,  and  by  misrep- 
resenting plaintiff  to  him,  wrongfully  and  maliciously,  to 
alienate  the  affections  of  her  said  husband  from  the  plain- 
tiff, and  wrongfully  and  maliciously  coaxed  and  enticed 
him  to  separate  himself  from  her,  whereby  the  plaintiff 
has  been  deprived  of  the  society,  comfort,  support,  aid  and 
companionship  of  her  said  husband,  and  has  suffered  great 
distress  of  body  and  mind  in  consequence  thereof.  By 
reason  of  which  the  plaintiff  has  been  damaged,"  etc.  To 
this  petition  the  defendant  filed  an  answer  which  is  in 
substance  a  denial  of  all  of  the  facts  charged  in  the  plain- 
tiff's petition  except  the  fact  of  the  marriage  of  his  son, 
John  Rath,  Jr.,  to  the  plaintiff.  In  addition  thereto  the 
defendant  averred  that  he  had  advised  his  son,  John  Rath, 
Jr.,  to  live  with  the  plaintiff.  This  allegation,  however, 
amounts  to  nothing  in  the  way  of  justification,  because,  if 
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his  denials  were  true,  then  his  defense  to  the  action  would 
be  perfect  without  the  allegation  mentioned.  Justification 
could  only  be  pleaded  in  case  the  defendant,  the  father  of 
plaintiff's  husband,  had  in  good  faith,  without  malice  and 
with  intent  to  benefit  and  not  injure  the  plaintiff,  advised 
his  son  not  to  live  with  her.  No  justification  of  parental 
advice  was  pleaded.  The  reply  to  the  answer  was  a  gen- 
eral denial.  Upon  these  issues  the  cause  was  tried  and 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the 
sum  of  $500.  The  defendant  thereupon  filed  a  motion  for 
a  new  trial,  which  was  overruled,  and  he  now  brings  the 
case  to  this  court  by  a  petition  in  error.  Hereafter  he  will 
be  called  the  plaintiff,  and  the  plaintiff  in  the  court  below 
will  be  called  the  defendant 

1.  The  first  error  complained  of  in  the  plaintiff's  brief, 
and  argued  by  counsel  upon  the  hearing,  is  that  the  evi- 
dence does  not  sustain  the  verdict.  It  is  impossible  within 
the  limits  of  this  opinion  to  set  out  the  evidence  or  any 
particular  portion  thereof.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  we 
have  examined  the  record  and  read  all  of  the  evidence  care- 
fully; that  the  defendant  produced  evidence  upon  her 
part,  by  herself  and  other  witnesses,  tending  to  establish 
the  averments  contained  in  her  petition.  The  plaintiff 
testified  on  his  own  behalf,  and  his  testimony  is  consistent 
with  the  averments  of  his  answer;  in  fact  he  denied  every 
particle  of  evidence  that  was  adduced  against  him  by  the 
defendant  Other  evidence  was  introduced  by  him,  by 
which  he  sought  to,  in  some  measure,  corroborate  his 
statements.  Upon  nearly  all  of  the  issues  there  was  a 
conflict  of  evidence,  and  we  are  nnable  to  say  that  it  was 
not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  verdict  Where  there  is  a 
conflict  of  evidence  upon  all  of  the  material  issues  in  a 
case,  and  the  jury  has  passed  upon  the  weight  and  the 
preponderance  thereof  and  returned  a  verdict,  it  is  not 
the  province  of  this  court  to  disturb'it  We  therefore  de- 
cline to  set  aside  the  verdict  upon  this  ground. 

2.  It  is  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  giving  the 
second  instruction,  because  in  the  statement  of  the  issues 
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reference  to  that  part  of  the  answer  alleging  that  John 
Rath,  Sr.,  gave  advice  to  his  son  to  live  with  the  defendant 
in  error  was  omitted.  We  think  that  this  instruction 
fairly  stated  the  issues  in  the  case ;  the  advice  which  the 
plaintiff  in  error  alleged  he  gave  to  his  son,  to-wit,  to  live 
with  the  defendant,  was  in  no  way  material.  If,  as  he 
claimed  in  his  answer,  he  never  performed  any  of  the  acts 
charged  against  him  in  the  petition,  his  defense  was  fnll 
and  complete,  and  the  allegation  that  he  advised  his  son 
to  live  with  defendant  was  surplusage.  Therefore,  there 
was  no  error  in  giving  the  second  instruction  which  ig- 
nored that  theory.  Jt  is  nrged  that  in  place  of  the  second 
instruction  the  court  should  have  given  the  first  instruc- 
tion asked  for  by  the  plaintiff,  which  is  as  follows :  "The 
jury  is  instructed  that  a  father  may,  at  the  request  of  a 
son  of  mature  years,  advise  said  son  as  to  his  interests  and 
course  which  the  son  should  pursue  in  reference  to  the 
son's  business  course  in  life,  even  to  the  advising  the  son 
to  separate  from  his  wife,  and  no  liability  will  result 
therefrom  against  the  father,  unless  he,  the  said  father, 
through  malice  or  evil  motive,  should  resort  to  such  means, 
such  as  fear  or  threat  of  disinheritance,  as  would  unduly 
influence  the  said  son  to  accomplish  the  separation  which 
would  not  have  taken  place  but  for  the  resort  to  such 
means  on  the  part  of  the  father."  In  an  action  by  a  wife 
against  her  father-in-law  for  damages  caused  by  the  alien- 
ation of  the  affections  of  her  husband,  and  inducing  him 
to  abandon  her,  parental  advice  to  leave  the  plaintiff 
given  in  good  faith  without  malice  and  with  the  intention 
of  benefiting  the  son,  properly  put  in  issue  by  the  plead- 
ings, and  proven  upon  the  trial  is  a  defense.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  governing  the  giving  of  instructions  that 
they  must  be  given  with  reference  to  the  evidence  adduced 
upon  the  trial,  and  must  be  applicable  to  the  issues  made 
by  the  pleadings  in  the  case.  This  instruction  was  di- 
rected to  matters  of  defense  which  were  not  pleaded,  and 
upon  which  there  was  no  evidence.  The  court  therefore 
properly  refused  this  instruction. 
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3.  It  is  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  giving  the 
sixth  instruction  upon  his  own  motion,  for  the  reason  that 
he  ignored  the  answer  and  left  open  the  reasonable  infer- 
ence that  the  father  had  no  right  to  even  advise  favorably 
or  unfavorably  the  proposed  separation.  In  answer  to 
this  it  is  enough  to  say  that  the  question  of  parental  ad- 
vice was  not  in  this  case  either  by  the  pleadings  or  the 
evidence. 

4.  The  plaintiff  contends  that  the  court  erred  in  giving 
the  second  instruction  asked  by  the  defendant  The  in- 
struction is  as  follows :  "The  jury  are  instructed  that  an 
action  lies  in  favor  of  the  wife  against  any  one  who  alien- 
ates the  affections  of  her  husband  from  her.  Ground  of 
such  action  is  the  infliction  on  the  wife  of  the  following 
injuries:  (1)  The  loss  of  the  husband's  affections.  (2) 
The  loss  and  comfort  of  his  society.  (3)  The  loss  of  his 
support  and  care  of  her  where  he  abandons  her.  (4)  The 
mortification  and  shame  that  must  surely  follow  these 
domestic  wrongs.  The  extent  of  the  injury  generally  de- 
pends upon  the  previous  relations  of  the  parties,  and  if 
these  relations  were  cordial  and  affectionate,  the  wrong  of 
one  who  succeeds  in  withdrawing  the  husband's  affections 
from  the  wife,  it  is  impossible  almost  to  adequately  meas- 
ure. In  such  cases  it  ie  the  duty  of  the  jury  to  give  such 
damages  to  the  wife  as  may  seem  just  and  reasonable."  The 
first  part  of  this  instruction  is  correct;  but  we  do  not  feel 
warranted  in  giving  our  full  approval  to  the  language: 
"the  wrong  of  one  who  succeds  in  withdrawing  the  hus- 
band's affections  from  the  wife,  it  is  impossible  almost  to 
adequately  measure."  This  language  is  certainly  too  argu- 
mentative, and  by  its  terms  likely  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  jurors  against  a  defendant  and  cause  them  to  return 
an  excessive  verdict.  Hence  we  can  not  give  it  our  un- 
qualified approval.  But  where  the  giving  of  an  instruc- 
tion, which  may  not  be  technically  correct,  is  followed  by 
no  act  of  the  jury  which  would  indicate  that  it  in  any 
manner  influenced  them  in  arriving  at  a  verdict,  the  giving 
of  such  an  instruction  will  be  held  to  be  error  without 
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prejudice.  In  this  case  the  verdict  of  only  f  500  is  so  small 
that  we  can  safely  say  that  the  giving  of  this  instruction 
in  no  manner  influenced  the  minds  of  the  jurors  upon  the 
question  of  the  measure  of  damages.  We  therefore  hold 
that  the  giving  of  this  instruction  was  error  without  preju- 
dice, and  for  which  a  new  trial  will  not  be  ordered. 

5.  It  is  alleged  that  there  was  prejudicial  error  in  giving 
.instruction  No.  3,  asked  by  the  defendant,  in  that  the  in- 
struction does  not  give  the  correct  rule  for  the  measure- 
ment of  damages.  An  examination  of  this  instruction 
will  show  that  by  it  no  attempt  was  made  to  lay  down  the 
rule  for  the  measurement  of  damages.  The  instructions 
of  the  court,  as  a  whole,  fairly  state  such  rule,  and  in  the 
giving  of  this  instruction  the  court  did  not  err. 

6.  It  is  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  giving  instruction 
No.  6,  asked  by  the  defendant  The  instruction  is  as  fol- 
lows: "The  jury  are  instructed  that  if  the  conduct  of  the 
defendant  was  the  controlling  cause  which  induced  the 
husband  to  leave  his  wife,  the  plaintiff,  and  if  the  jury  are 
satisfied  that  but  for  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  he 
would  not  have  left  the  plaintiff,  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
recover,  although  there  might  have  been  other  causes  con- 
tributing to  the  same  result"  We  think  there  was  no 
error  in  giving  this  instruction.  By  it  the  jury  were 
plainly  told  that  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  must  have 
been  the  controlling  cause,  and  that  if  without  such  con- 
duct, plaintiff's  husband  would  not  have  left  her,  then 
she  would  be  entitled  to  recover.  We  think  this  is  a  plain 
and  correct  statement  of  the  law  relating  to  the  alleged 
conduct  of  the  defendant. 

7.  The  failure  to  give  the  second  instruction  asked  by 
the  plaintiff  is  urged  as  error.  We  think  that  this  instruc- 
tion together  with  instruction  No.  6,  asked  by  the  plain- 
tiff, were  properly  refused.  The  propositions  contained 
in  each  of  them  were  amply  covered  by  the  instructions  of 
the  court  given  upon  his  own  motion,  and  couched  in  much 
better  language  than  those  tendered  by  the  plaintiff.  In 
the  petition  in  error  quite  a  number  of  assignments  are  set 
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forth  alleging  errors  in  receiving  and  rejecting  evidence 
during  the  trial.  These  assignments  were  evidently  aban- 
doned by  the  plaintiff  in  error,  because  the;  are  not  men- 
tioned in  his  brief,  neither  were  th<;y  adverted  to  upon  the 
hearing.  We  have  examined  all  of  these  assignments,  and 
upon  a  careful  reading  of  the  evidence  and  an  examination 
of  the  rulings  of  the  court  upon  the  trial,  we  believe  that 
no  substantial  error  was  committed  in  receiving  or  reject- 
ing any  of  the  evidence  offered,  or  contained  in  the  bill  of 
exceptions. 

A  thorough  examination  of  the  record  convinces  us  that 
the  case  was  fairly  tried,  and  was  submitted  to  the  jury 
upon  proper  and  suitable  instructions;  that  the  verdict  is 
sustained  by  the  evidence,  and  therefore  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  should  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  00.,  concur. 


Thb  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company 
y.  Mart  M.  Hambbl,  Executrix  of  thb  Estate  op 
William  O.  Hambel,  Deceased. 

Filed  Mabch  5,  1902.    No.  11,236. 

Commissi  oiler's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Ballroads:  Action  fob  Pebsonal  Injuries:  Statutes'.  By  section 
8.  article  1,  chapter  72,  Compiled  Statutes,  a  right  of  action  Is 
given  to  a  person  for  all  injuries  sustained  while  a  passenger 
of  a  railroad  company,  except  where  the  Injury  Is  occasioned  by 
his  own  criminal  'negligence,  or  by  his  violation  of  some  express 
rale  or  regulation  of  the  carrier  actually  brought  to  his  notice. 
Chicago,  R.  I,  rf  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Zemecke,  69  Neb.,  689,  followed. 

1  Ballroads:  Action  fob  Personal  Injuries:  Taking  Property  With- 
out Process:  Statutes:  Constitution.  Section  3,  article  1, 
chapter  72,  Compiled  Statutes,  Is  not  Inimical  to  the  fourteenth 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  tho  United  States,  nor  to  sec- 
tion S,  article  1,  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  as  tending  to 
deprive  railroad  companies  of  their  property  without  due  process 
of  law.     Chicago,  R.  I.  d,  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Zemecke,  59  Neb.,  689,  fol- 
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I.  Railroads:  Limitation  of  Liabu.it*:  Exceptions:  Statutes.  Sec- 
tion 3,  article  1,  chapter  72,  Compiled  Statutes,  prevents  any  lim- 
itation on  the  liability  of  a  railroad  company  for  a  passenger's 
safety  unless  within  the  exceptions  provided  In  the  section,  and 
section  6  of  the  same  chapter  does  not  impliedly  give  tie  right  to 
a  railway  company  to  limit  Its  liability  under  section  3  by  stipu- 
lation. 

4.  Damages:  Carlisle  Table  as  Evidence.  A  table  showing  the  ex- 
pectancy of  life  In  healthy  persona  of  different  ages,  printed  in 
a  law  book  of  general  acceptance  and  authority  in  courts  of  this 
state,  as  the  Carlisle  table  of  expectancy,  is  admissible  In  evidence 
in  cases  where  such  evidence  ia  applicable.  Sellara  v.  Fatter,  27 
Neb.,  118,  followed. 

G.  Damages:  Action  fob  Death:  Value  of  Estate.  In  an  action  to 
recover  damages  for  the  death  of  a  person  it  Is  Incompetent  for 
the  defendant  to  show  what  the  value  of  the  estate  of  the  de- 
ceased was. 

6.  Appeal  and  Krror:  Evidence:  Damages  for  Personal  Injubtrb. 
Evidence  examined,  and  held  to  support  the  judgment. 

EBROE.from  the,  district  court  for  Jefferson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Lbtton,  J.    Affirmed. 

W.  F.  Evans,  L.  W.  Billingslcy,  R.  J.  Greene  and  M.  A. 
Low,  of  counsel,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Jno.  Heasty,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

On  August  9,  1894,  William  O.  Hambel  was  killed  in  a 
railroad  wreck  while  a  passenger  upon  one  of  the  trains  of 
the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
The  cause  of  the  wreck  was  the  criminal  act  of  a  third  per- 
son and  was  not  attributable  to  any  fault  or  negligence 
upon  the  part  of  the  railway  company.  His  execntrix 
brought  this  action  in  the  district  court  for  Jefferson 
county  to  recover  damages  therefor,  and  upon  the  trial 
recovered  a  judgment  for  $5,000,  to  review  which  the  de- 
fendant has  brought  the  case  to  this  court  on  error. 

A  vigorous  argument  is  made  assailing  the  constitution- 
ality of  section  3,  article  1,  chapter  72,  of  the  Compiled 
Statutes,  which  declares:  "Every  railroad  company,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  he  liable  for  all  damages  inflicted  upon  the 
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person  of  passengers  while  being  transported  oyer  its  road, 
except  in  cases  where  the  injury  done  arises  from  the  crim- 
inal negligence  of  the  person  injured,  or  where  the  injury 
complained  of  shall  be  the  violation  of  some  express  rule  or 
regulation  of  said  road  actually  brought  to  his  or  her 
notice."  The  constitutionality  of  this  section  has  been 
considered  by  this  court  and  passed  upon  adversely  to  the 
contention  of  the  defendant. 

In  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Zemecke,  59  Neb.,  689, 
a  case  arising  out  of  the  same  wreck  as  the  case  at  bar,  it 
was  held  that  "section  3,  article  1,  chapter  72,  Compiled 
Statutes,  is  not  inimical  to  the  fourteenth  amendment  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  section  3,  arti- 
cle 1  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  as  tending  to  deprive 
railroad  companies- of  their  property  without  due  process 
of  law."  This  case  was  taken  on  a  writ  of  error  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  and  has  recently  been 
affirmed  by  that  court.  The  validity  of  the  statute  has 
also  been  upheld  in  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Porter,  38  Neb.,  226 ; 
Omaha  &  R.  V.  R.  Co.  v.  Chollctte,  41  Neb.,  578;  Chicago, 
R.I&P.  R.  Co.  v.  Young,  58  Neb.,  678.  We  adhere  to  the 
rule  as  announced  in  these  cases. 

Upon  the  trial  the  defendant  offered  to  show  that  the 
deceased  at  the  time  he  was  killed  was  riding  upon  a  free 
pass  issued  to  him  as  a  gratuity  and  that  by  the  terms 
thereof  he  assumed  all  risks  of  accidents  and  also  agreed 
that  the  company  should  not  be  liable  for  injuries  to  his 
person  while  using  the  same.  We  think  the  trial  court 
was  right  in  excluding  this  testimony.  This  precise  ques- 
tion was  before  this  court  in  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Collier,  1  Neb.  [Unof.],  278.  In  that  case  it  was  held  that 
the  provisions  of  section  3  of  chapter  72,  article  1,  above 
quoted,  prevent  any  limitation  on  the  liability  of  a  rail- 
road company  for  a  passenger's  safety  unless  within  the 
exceptions  provided  in  the  section,  and  that  section  5  of 
the  same  chapter  did  not  impliedly  give  the  right  to  a 
railway,  company  to  limit  its  liability  under  section  3,  by 
stipulation.  Without  being  discussed,  the  same  rule  is  an 
43 
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nounced  in  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Tiethsn,  49  Neb.,  ISO,  and 
Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Witty,  32  Neb.,  275. 

It  is  also  urged  tbat  the  court  erred  in  admitting  in  evi- 
dence, over  the  objection  of  the  defendant,  the  Carlisle 
table  of  expectancy  as  found  on  page  4S9  of  Maxwell's 
Practice  in  Justices'  Courts  [7th  ed.].  This  book  was  com- 
petent evidence  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  fact 
sought  to  be  proved.  In  Sellers  v.  Foster,  27  Neb.,  118, 
this  court,  referring  to  the  introduction  in  evidence  of  the 
Carlisle  table  in  Judge  Maxwell's  Pleading  and  Practice, 
said:  "A  table  Bhowing  the  expectancy  of  life  in  healthy 
persons  of  different  ages,  printed  in  a  law  book  of  general 
acceptance  and  authority  in  the  courts  in  this  state,  as  the 
Carlisle  table  of  expectancy,  is  admissible  in  evidence  in 
cases  where  such  evidence  is  applicable." 

The  defendant  also  predicates  error  upon  the  refusal  of 
the  court  to  permit  it  to  show  the  value  of  the  estate  left 
by  the  deceased,  and  it  made  offer  to  show  that  the  estate 
was  valued  at  $50,000.  This  evidence,  we  think,  was  im- 
material and  properly  refused.  The  rule  is  so  well  ex- 
pressed by  Judge  Cooley  in  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
Bayfield,  37  Mich.,  at  page  214,  tbat  we  quote  therefrom 
with  approval  as  follows :  "What  the  family  would  lose  by 
the  death  would  be  what  it  was  accustomed  to  receive  or 
had  reasonable  expectation  of  receiving  in  his  lifetime; 
and  to  show  that  the  family  was  poor  has  no  tendency  to- 
ward showing  whether  this  was  or  was  likely  to  be,  large 
or  small.  One  man  contributes  liberally  in  aid  of  his  poor 
relatives;  another  delights  in  contributing  luxuries  where 
comforts  are  already  abundant;  bat  when  the  contribu- 
tion is  cut  off  in  either  case  the  extent  of  the  loss  is  not 
measured  by  the  wealth  or  poverty  of  the  recipient,  but  by 
the  contribution  itself.  A  dollar  lost,  whether  by  poor 
man  or  rich  man,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  dollar, 
and  a  reasonable  expectation  of  benefit  to  a  certain 
amount,  must,  when  lost,  be  compensated  to  the  same  ex- 
tent whether  the  loser  be  rich  or  poor."  The  testimony 
shows  that  the  deceased  was  a  practicing  attorney  forty- 
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Bix  years  old,  with  an  expectancy,  as  shown  by  the  Carlisle 
table,  of  23.82  years ;  that  he  earned  about  f5,000  per  an- 
num and  spent  of  his  income  in  support  of  his  family  from 
$1,500  to  $2,000  per  year.  The  testimony,  in  our  opinion, 
amply  sustains  the  judgment. 

There  are  other  assignments  of  error  alleged  in  the  peti- 
tion which  we  do  not  deem  necessary  to  discuss.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  we  do- not  think  them  well  taken.  We  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be 
affirmed. 

Hastings,  C,  concurs.    Kirkpatriok,  O.,  not  sitting. 
Affirmed. 


Edgae  F.  Smith  et  al.  v.  John  G.  Bowebs  et  ai* 

Filed  March  6,  1908.    No.  11,243. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Beplevin:     Actios  on  Bond:    Matters  Concluded  bi  Judqment  in 

Replevin.  In  an  action  upon  a  replevin  bond  the  right  of  posses- 
sion of  the  goods  taken  and  the  value  of  that  possession  will  be 
treated  as  matters  conclusively  determined  by  the  verdict  and 
Judgment  In  replevin. 

2.  Replevin:    Action  on  Bond:    Pleading  Excuse  for  Breach.     In  an 

action  upon  a  replevin  bond,  matters  In  excuse  of  a  breach  of  the 
condition  of  the  bond  can  not  be  availed  of  as  a  defense  unless 
they  are  specially  pleaded. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.    Affirmed. 

Qeorge  A.  Adam*,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

John  8.  Bishop  and  A.  8.  Tibbets,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  a  suit  upon  a  replevin  bond.  The  replevin  action 
waB  brought  by  one  Don  Carlos  to  recover  certain  goods 
from  the  possession  of  the  defendants  in  error,  Bowers 
and  others,  who  held  them  under  execution  levies  against 
one  Easterley,  and  the  instrument  in  suit  was  executed  on 
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behalf  of  the  plaintiff  in  that  action.  On  the  trial  of  the 
replevin  action  the  jury  found  the  right  of  possession  of 
certain  of  the  goods  at  the  commencement  of  the  suit  to 
hare  been  in  the  defendants  and  the  value  of  said  goods  at 
that  time  to  have  been  $150,  and  the  value  of  the  defend- 
ant's right  of  possession  thereof  fl60.ll.  Upon  thiB  ver- 
dict a  judgment  was  rendered  for  a  return  of  the  property, 
or,  in  case  a  return  thereof  could  not  be  had,  for  a  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  their  value  as  found  by  the  jury.  Execu- 
tion upon  the  judgment  having  been  returned  unsatisfied 
the  defendant  in  replevin  brought  this  action  upon  a  peti- 
tion alleging  the  facts,  so  far  as  necessary,  substantially  as 
above  recited,  together  with  other  matter  showing  a  breach 
of  the  condition  of  the  bond.  The  answef,  so  far  as  it  now 
calls  for  consideration,  consists  of  denials  and  of  an  al- 
legation that  the  goods  had  been  returned.  Upon  a  trial 
a  verdict  and  judgment  were  rendered  for  the  plaintiffs, 
and  the  defendants,  who  were  sureties  upon  the  replevin 
bond,  bring  the  case  here  by  petition  in  error  for  review. 
A  large  number  of  alleged  errors  are  assigned,  but  they 
are  centered  upon  the  single  objection  that  the  defendants 
below  were  not  permitted  to  avail  themselves,  as  a  defense, 
of  the  alleged  fact  that  certain  of  the  goods  were  not  the 
property  of  the  defendants  in  execution. 

Whether,  if  such  waB  the  fact  and  the  goods  had,  pend- 
ing the  replevin  action  or  afterwards,  been  forcibly  taken 
by  the  true  owners,  these  matters  might  have  been  success- 
fully pleaded  in  mitigation  of  damages,  it  is  not  necessary 
now  to  decide,  because  no  such  issue  was  tendered  by  the 
answer.  The  right  of  possession  of  the  goods  and  the  value 
of  that  right  were  conclusively  determined  in  the  replevin 
action  and  are  matters  not  open  to  inquiry  in  this  suit 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  he  affirmed. 

Duffie  and  Albebt,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 
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Smith  v.  Bowers. 

Edgar  P.  Smith  bt  al.  v.  John  G.  Bowers  et  ai* 

Fnxo  Joxy  22,  1902.  No.  11,243. 
Commissi  on  er'a  opinion.  Department  No.  3. 
Replevin:  Suit  ow  Bond:  Allegations  in  Assweb:  Proof  in  Mittoa- 
tion  of  Damages.  Under  an  answer  In  a  suit  on  a  replevin  bond, 
which  consists  only  of  denials  and  an  allegation  that  the  goods 
have  been  returned,  the  defendants  are  not  entitled  to  prove,  In 
mitigation  of  damages,  that  the  goods,  or  part  of  them,  which 
were  taken  in  execution  by  a  sheriff,  were  not  the  property  of 
the  execution  defendant. 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  611. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.    Judgment  below  affirmed. 

George  A.  Adams,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

John  S.  Bishop  and  A.  S.  Tibbets,  contra. 

Ames,  0. 

At  a  former  hearing  of  this  case  it  was  decided,  ante, 
page  611,  89  N.  W.  Rep.,  596,  that  under  an  answer,  in 
a  suit  on  a  replevin  bond,  which  consists  only  of  denials 
aad  an  allegation  that  the  goods  have  been  returned,  the 
defendants  are  not  entitled  to  prove,  in  mitigation  of 
damages,  that  the  goods  or  a  part  of  them,  which  were 
taken  in  execution  by  a  sheriff,  were  not  the  properly  of 
the  execution  defendant.  A  rehearing  was  granted  to 
afford  the  plaintiffs  in  error  an  opportunity  to  show,  if 
they  were  able  so  to  do,  that  this  court  erred  in  so  deciding. 
Neither  in  his  brief  nor  orally,  upon  the  rehearing,  did 
counsel  urge  any  argument  or  cite  any  authority  to  such 
effect.  We  have,  therefore,  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the 
former  decision  was  right. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  former  decision  of  this 
court  be  adhered  to  and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
affirmed. 

Dupfib  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Judgment  below  reaffirmed. 
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Hannah  v.  Perklna. 

Charles  H.  Hannah  rt  al.  v.  Jambs  H.  Perkins. 

Filed  Mabch  6, 1902.   No.  11,246. 

Commissioner's  ftplnion.    Department  No.  2. 

Judgment:     Lien;     Homesteads:     Exemptions.     Duetl  v.  Potter,  61 
Neb.,  241,  followed  In  a  case  of  the  same  nature. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Hitchcock  county. 
Tried  below  before  Norris,  J.  Reversed  and  action  dis- 
missed. 

W.  R.  Starr,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Talbot  rf  Allen,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

This  case  is  in  all  essential  particulars  the  same  as 
Jiuell  v.  Potter,  51  Neb.,  241,  and  must  be  governed  by  the 
decision  therein.  It  follows  that  the  petition  did  not  state 
a  cause  of  action,  and  when  plaintiff  demurred  to  defend- 
ants' answer  the  court  should  have  so  ruled.  Barr  v.  lAt- 
tie,  54  Neb.,  556.  The  decree  finding  defendants'  judgment 
no  lien  upon  the  property  in  controversy  and  in  effect  en- 
joining sale  thereof  under  the  judgment  should  be  re- 
versed and  the  action  should  be  dismissed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  GC,  concur. 

Reversed  and  action  dismissed. 
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John  MoKinnby  bt  al.,  Executors  op  thb  Last  Wm, 
and  Testament  of  Alfred  Bambbr,  Deceased,  ap- 
rmiSMB,  v.  Lemuel  F.  Glassburn,  appellant. 

Filed  ILabok  B,  1902.   No.  11,258. 

Commlwloner'H  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

1.  Judicial  Bale:  Tim  fob  Objcohhs  to  Appraisal.  Objections  to  the 
appraisement  of  real  estate  sold  at  Judicial  sale,  to  be  available, 
must  be  made  before  sale. 

!.  Judicial  Sale  Bet  Aside:  Appbaisal  ok  Second  Sals.  Where  the 
first  Judicial  sale  1b  set  aside  It  Is  the  duly  of  the  sheriff  to  pro- 
ceed to'  sell  without  a  new  appraisement,  unless  such  appraise' 
ment  has  been  set  aside,  and  an  order  of  the  court  directing  him 
to  sell  on  such  appraisement,  though  unnecessary,  is  not  error. 

3.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Nbcbbbitt  or  Obdbb  or  Salb  ob  Copt  or  De- 
cks* as  AUTHOBTiT  to  Haxb  Sale.  A  decree  of  foreclosure  is  the 
authority  of  the  officer  to  proceed  to  sell  the  property  In  satisfac- 
tion of  such  decree,  and  neither  an  order  of  sale  nor  a  copy  of  the 
decree  In  his  hands  Is  essential  for  the  exorcise  of  such  authority. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Wheeler  county. 
Tried  below  before  Kendall,  J.    Affirmed. 

T.  J.  Doyle,  for  appellant. 

Clement*  Bros.,  contra. 


et,  a 

Thin  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of  real 
estate  sold  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  An  order  of  sale 
issued  December  31, 1898.  On  March  27,  1899,  the  prem- 
ises were  appraised,  and  on  the  2d  day  of  May,  following, 
sold.  Thereafter  the  appellant  filed  a  motion  to  set  aside 
the  appraisement  and  sale.  The  motion  is  not  included  in 
the  record.  It  was  overruled  as  to  the  appraisement,  but 
sustained  as  to  the  sale.  The  sale  was  set  aside  and  the 
sheriff  directed  to  proceed  to  sell  under  the  appraisement 
already  mada  A  second  order  of  sale  issued,  in  pursu- 
ance of  which  the  premises  were  sold  on  the  28th  day  of 
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August,  1899.  This  sale  was  confirmed,  over  the  objec- 
tions of  the  appellant. 

Two  grounds  are  urged  in  the  argument  for  a  reversal 
of  the  order  of  confirmation :  first,  that  the  court  erred  in 
directing  a  resale  on  the  appraisement  made  under  the 
first  order  of  sale;  and,  second,  that  no  copy  of  the  decree 
accompanied  the  order  of  sale  under  which  the  sale  was 
made.  The  objections  to  the  appraisement,  in  each  in- 
stance, were  made  after  the  respective  sales.  Under  the 
repeated  rulings  of  this  court,  they  came  too  late.  The 
motions  to  set  aside  the  appraisement  were,  therefore, 
properly  overruled.  That  being  true,  when  the  first  sale 
was  set  aside,  had  the  court  made  no  order  directing  the 
sheriff  to  sell  under  the  appraisement  already  made,  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  so  sell.  Hub- 
bard v.  Draper,  14  Neb.,  500;  Beardsley  v.  Higitum,  58 
Neb.,  257.  It  will  hardly  be  claimed  that  it  is  prejudicial 
error  for  the  court  to  direct  the  sheriff  to  do  what  it  had 
been  his  duty  to  do  without  direction.  The  second  ground 
is  equally  untenable.  The  decree  itself  is  the  sheriff's  au- 
thority to  make  the  sale.  It  is  spread  upon  the  record. 
Neither  an  order  of  sale,  nor  a  copy  of  such  sale,  in  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff,  adds  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  au- 
thority already  vested  in  him  by  virtue  of  the  decree  itself. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  order  complained  of  be 
affirmed. 

Amis  and  Ddffte,  CO.,  concur. 
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Nehawka  Bank  v.  IogeraoU. 


The  Nehawka  Bank,  appellee,  v.  F.  T.  Ingersoll  et  ai.., 
Impleaded  with  The  Packers'  National  Bank  of 
South  Omaha,  appellant. 

Filed  March  6, 1902.    No.  11,268. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Courts:    General  Jurisdiction:    Presumption  in  Absence  of  Affirm- 

ative Showing.  In  the  absence  of  an  afnnnatlve  stowing  in  the 
record  a  court  of  general  Jurisdiction  will  be  conclusively  pre- 
sumed to  have  Jurisdiction  of  the  parties  to  tbe  action. 

2.  Banks  and  Banking:    Debtor  and  Creditor:    Deposits:    Duty  to 

Honor  Checks.  Deposits  in  a  bank  create  between  it  and  the 
depositor  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor;  and  as  long  as  this 
relation  exists  the  bank  is  in  duty  bound  to  honor  tbe  checks 
of  the  depositor,  and  it  can  not  refuse  to  do  so  on  the  ground 
that  the  money  deposited  belongs  to  some  other  person,  or  that 
the  title  of  the  depositor  to  it  is  defective. 

3.  Banks  and  Banking':    Apphophiatino  Trust  Fund:    Liability.    But 

If  the  bank  appropriates  the  trust  fund  to  the  payment  of  a 
debt  dne  the  bank  from  the  trustee.  It  would  be  liable  therefor. 

4.  Banks  and  Banking:    Knowledge  of  Outstanding  Draft:    Right  to' 

Retain  Deposit.  Knowledge  by  the  bank  that  a  draft  has  been 
drawn  on  the  depositor  and  Is  outstanding  would  not  Justify  a 
refusal  by  the  bank  to  pay  out  the  money  deposited  when  de- 
manded by  the  depositor;  the  law  would  not  allow  the  bank  to  set 
up  a  >im  tertii  against  the  demand. 

6.  Corporations:  How  Hat  Act:  How  Bouwd  et  Notice.  A  corpora- 
tion can  act  only  by  its  agents  who  are  empowered  to  act  for  it, 
and  can  only  be  bound  by  notice  to  some  of  Its  officers  or  agents 
who  have  the  power  to  act  upon  the  notice,  or  to  one  whose  duty 
It  is  to  communicate  the  notice  to  Its  officers  or  agents  who  have 
this  power. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Oass  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kaaisby,  J.  Reversed  *»  port,  dismissed  in 
part. 

0.  J.  Smyth,  for  appellant. 

Even  if  the  bank  of  deposit  knew  that  the  deposits  be- 
longed to  the  plaintiff  it  was  its  duty  to  pay  the  money 
out  upon  the  checks  of  the  depositor,  and  it  can  not  be 
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held  responsible  for  having  done  so:  Adams  v.  Citizens 
Bank,  84  Fed.  Rep.,  270 ;  Morse,  Banks  and  Banking,  sec- 
tion 317 ;  Cody  v.  South  Omaha  National  Hank,  46  Neb., 
at  page  764;  Walker  v.  ManJiattan  Bank,  25  Fed.  Rep. 
265;  McLaughlin  v.  First  National  Bank,  43  N.  W.  Rep. 
[S.  Dak.],  715,  716;  Rock  Springs  National  Bank  v.  Lu- 
man,  42  Pac.  Rep.  [Wyo.],  514;  Duckctt  v.  National  Me- 
chanics' Bank,  86  Md.,  400;  Goodwin  v.  American  Na- 
tional Bank,  48  Conn.,  551;  Pederson  v.  South  Omaha 
National  Bank,  52  Neb.,  95;  Munnerlyn  v.  Augusta  Sav- 
ings Bank,  88  Ga.,  333;  Freeholders  of  Essex  v.  Newark 
National  Bank,  48  N.  J.  Eq.,  51;  State  National  Bank  v. 
ffrillt/,  124  111.,  464;  Howard  v.  Deposit  Bank  of  Oiocns- 
boro,  80  Ky.,  496. 

Samuel  M.  Chapman  and  John  A.  Davics,  contra. 

On  the  theory  that  the  deposit  hank  was  liable  beoanse 
the  money  on  deposit  was  a  trust  fund  and  the  bank  had 
notice  or  knowledge  that  a  breach  of  the  trust  was  being 
committed  by  an  improper  withdrawal  of  such  fund, 
counsel  for  appellee  cite  the  following  cases:  -Cady  v. 
South  Omaha  National  Bank,  46  Neb.,  756;  Gillespie  v. 
Union  Stock  Yards  National  Bank,  41  Fed.  Rep.,  231; 
Munnerlyn  v.  Augusta  Savings  Bank,  88  Ga.,  333;  State 
National  Bank  v.  Reilly,  124  111.,  464;  Freeholders  of 
Essex  v.  Newark  National  Bank,  48  N.  J.  Eq.,  51 ;  3  Am. 
&  Eng.  Ency.  Law  [2d  ed.],  833,  834;  Walker  v.  Man- 
hattan Bank,  25  Fed.  Rep.,  255;  Stoift  v.  Williams,  68 
Md.,  237. 

Oldham,  G. 

The  Nehawka  Bank  (hereinafter  designated  as  plain- 
tiff) brought  this  action  in  the  district  court  for  Cass 
county  against  F.  T.  Ingersoll,  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.,  and 
the  Packers'  National  Bank  of  South  Omaha,  the  purpose 
of  which  was  to  charge  the  Packers'  National  Bank  with 
the  conversion  of  an  alleged  trust  fund  that  passed 
through  its  hands  and  which  is  alleged  to  have  belonged 
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to  the  plaintiff.  All  the  defendants  were  summoned,  but 
all  except  the  Packers'  National  Bank  defaulted.  This 
bank  first  filed  a  special  appearance  and  afterwards  its 
answer,  and  a  trial  was  had  between  it  and  plaintiff,  and 
for  brevity  we  will  hereinafter  designate  it  the  defendant 
The  petition  is  lengthy,  but  a  synopsis  of  the  material 
allegations  are  that  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  were  a  commission 
firm  engaged  in  selling  live  stock  on  a  commission  in  South 
Omaha  at  the  stock  yards;  that  in  May,  1893,  they  gave 
Ingersoll  a  letter  of  credit  to  the  plaintiff,  in  substance 
telling  plaintiff  that  if  it  would  furnish  Ingersoll  the 
money  to  buy  from  one  to  three  cars  of  cattle  they  would 
pay  his  drafts  therefor;  that  this  letter  was  presented 
and  that  Ingersoll  was  furnished  the  money  by  plaintiff 
to  buy  one  car  load  of  cattle,  with  the  additional  agree- 
ment that  when  the  cattle  were  shipped  they  should  be  con- 
signed to  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.,  and  that  Ingersoll  should 
draw  his  night  draft  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  on  said  Dor- 
sey Bros.  &  Co.  for  the  amount  of  the  money  so  furnished ; 
that  the  cattle  were  shipped  and  the  draft  drawn  an 
agreed;  that  the  sum  so  advanced  was  f 784.50;  that  Dor- 
sey Bros.  &  Co.  transacted  all  of  their  financial  business 
with  the  said  defendant  bank;  that  the  stock  arrived  in 
South  Omaha  and  was  sold  by  said  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  on 
the  market;  that  said  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  received  for  the 
stock  weight  tickets  (which  seemed  to  be  used  in  plare 
of  and  equivalent  to  checks  from  the  purchasers)  which 
were  turned  over  to  defendant  bank  for  collection  and 
were  collected  by  it;  and  at  the  time  of  the  deposit  and 
collection  of  these  weight  tickets  the  defendant  then 
knew  that  Dorsey  Br<»s.  &  Co.  were  insolvent  and  were 
selling  stock  belonging  to  other  parties  and  that  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  did  not  belong  to  them;  and  it  was  their 
duty  to  remit  the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  less  their  commis- 
sion, freight  and  yardage  fees,  to  the  shippers  of  the 
stock;  that  the  defendant  knew  of  the  existence  of  this 
draft  and  with  this  knowledge  applied  the  proceeds  of 
said  weight  tickets  to  the  payment  of  an  overdraft  of 
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Dorsey  Bros.  &  Go.  at  the  defendant  bank;  that  of  the 
proceeds  from  the  Bale  of  these  cattle  received  and  ap- 
plied by  the  defendant  bank,  (784.50  thereof  was  a  trust 
fund  for  the  payment  of  this  draft  It  alleges  a  demand 
for  the  amount  claimed  and  a  refusal  to  pay  by  the  de- 
fendant bank;  alleges  a  wrongful  appropriation  of  this 
fund  and  prays  that  all  of  said  defendants  be  compelled 
to  account  to  the  plaintiff  for  said  money.  The  defend- 
ant filed  a  special  appearance  challenging  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court,  alleging,  in  substance,  that  the  defendant 
.bank  is  a  resident  of  South  Omaha,  Douglas  county,  and 
the  summons  was  issued  from  Cass  county ;  that  Ingereoll 
and  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  arc  not  actual  defendants  and 
have  no  interest  in  suit  adverse  to  the  plaintiff.  These 
objections  do  not  appear  from  the  record  to  have  been 
ruled  upon  by  the  court  It  afterwards  filed  its  answer 
renewing  the  objections  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
and,  after  admitting  that  Dorsey  Bros,  &  Co.  were 
engaged  in  the  commission  business  in  South  Omaha, 
alleges  that  whatever  money  was  deposited  with  defend- 
ant bank  by  the  said  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  was  deposited 
in  the  regular  course  of  business  in  the  name  of  Dorsey 
Bros.  &  Co.  and  was  subject  to  their  check,  and  all  of  said 
money  deposited  was  checked  out  of  defendant  bank  by 
said  J>orsey  Bros.  &  Co.  in  the  usual  course  of  business  on 
or  before  the  8th  day  of  May,  1893,  and  denies  the  other 
allegations  of  the  petition.  To  this  answer  a  general 
denial  was  filed  by  the  plaintiff  and  these  issues  were  tried 
to  the  district  court  for  Cass  county  and  terminated  in  a 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and  against  the  de- 
fendants for  the  full  amount  claimed  in  the  petition. 
From  this  judgment  -the  defendant  bank  appeals  to  this 
court. 

The  first  point  urged  ,by  the  appellant  is  that  the  dis- 
trict court  for  Cass  county  did  not  acquire  jurisdiction 
over  it  by  the  service  of  summons  issued  out  of  the  district 
court  for  Cass  county  and  served  upon  it  in  Douglas 
county.    This  objection  is  based  on  the  theory  that  Inger- 
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soil  was  an  improper  party  to  the  suit.  There  is  nothing 
in  the  record  that  shows  when,  where,  nor  hy  what  means 
service  was  had  on  any  of  the  defendants.  The  record 
shows  that  Ingersoll  and  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  (who  were 
sued  in  their  individual  capacity)  were  defaulted  and  that 
the  court,  in  its  findings  on  which  the  judgment  is  based, 
finds  "that  due  notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  said  action 
was  had  on  ail  the  defendants,  and  that  F.  T.  Ingersoll, 
George  W.  E.  Dorsey,  H.  H.  Dorsey  and  J.  M.  Marsh  by 
their  default  admit  the  facts  stated  in  the  said  petition 
to  be  true."  That  the  firm  of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  was  com- 
prised of  H.  H.  Dorsey,  George  W.  E.  Dorsey  and  J.  M. 
Marsh  and  that  this  suit  was  against  them  in  their  indi- 
vidual capacity  is  not  controverted.  And  we  agree  with 
the  contention  of  the  appellant's  counsel  that  Ingersoll 
was  not  a  necessary  party  and  that  he  could  not  be  used 
as  a  basis  of  jurisdiction  for  the  reason  that  this  was  an 
action  for  an  accounting  and  it  is  not  charged  in  the  peti- 
tion nor  claimed  by  the  evidence  that  he  had  any  of  the 
trust  funds  in  his  hands,  in  fact  the  petition  shows  on  its 
face  that  he  did  not  and  never  had ;  and  in  no  phase  of 
the  case  as  made  by  the  petition  could  he  be  a  necessary 
party,  for  no  one  could  be  held  to  account  for  a  fund  of 
which  he  had  neither  the  control  nor  the  custody.  But 
on  the  other  hand  the  firm  of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  were 
proper  parties,  and  as  the  record  is  silent  as  to  the  county 
in  which  they  were  summoned  it  will  be  ■presumed  that 
they  were  summoned  in  the  county  which  gives  the  court 
jurisdiction.  In  the  absence  of  an  affirmative  showing  in 
the  record  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction  will  be  con- 
clusively presumed  to  have  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  to 
the  action. 

The  next  proposition  which  we  shall  consider  is:  Are 
the  facts  proven  sufficient  to  charge  the  defendant  bank 
with  a  conversion  of  this  money?  The  testimony  is  short 
and  is  not  conflicting  on  any  point  It  shows  the  furnish- 
ing of  the  money  by  the  plaintiff,  the  drawing  of  the 
draft  by  Ingersoll,  the  shipment  and  the  sale  of  the  cattle 
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on  the  6th  day  of  May  by  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.,  the  deposit 
of  the  weight-slips  by  Doreey  Bros.  &  Co.  in  the  defendant 
bank  and  the  collection  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  by  the 
defendant  bank  and  the  paying  out  of  this  and  other 
moneys  of  Doreey  Bros.  &  Co.  on  their  checks  to  various 
parties,  none  of  whom  are  designated. 

The  books  of  the  defendant  bank  were  introduced  in  evi- 
dence and  showed  the  state  of  the  account  of  Dorsey  Bros. 
&  Co.  at  the  bank  during  this  period  as  follows: 

On  May  6,  at  opening  of  business,  on  hand  to  the 

credit  of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co $1,069  84 

Deposits  on  that  day 4,306  13 

Total |5,375  97 

Checks  paid  out  that  day.  by  bank 2,195  64 

Balance  to  credit  of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  at  close 
of  business  that  day $3,180  33 

May  7th  was  Sunday. 

May  8,  at  opening  of  business,  to  the  credit  of 

Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co $3,180  33 

Deposits  on  this  day ■. 2,583  46 

Total $5,763  79 

Checks  paid  by  the  bank 6,781  96 

Overdraft $1,018  17 

On  May  10  Doreey  Bros.  &  Co.  failed  and  suspended 
business,  with  their  account  with  the  defendant  bank  in  the 
above  condition.  There  is  no  testimony  whatever  that 
the  defendant  bank  applied  any  of  this  money  on  any 
indebtedness  owing  it  by  Doreey  Bros.  &  Co.,  but  on  the 
other  hand  the  uncontroverted  testimony  of  the  cashier 
of  this  bank  is  that  every  dollar  paid  on  May  6  and  8, 
as  shown  by  the  above  tabulation,  was  paid  on  the  checks 
of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.  issued  to  and  held  by  other  parties 
and  not  one  cent  thereof  was  retained  by  the  bank.  It 
therefore  appears  by  the  record,  without  contradiction. or 
dispute,  that  the  defendant  bank  paid  out  this  money  in 
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the  regular  course  of  business  to  other  parties  on  the 
checks  of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co. 

Deposits  in  a  bank  create  between  it  and  the  depositor, 
or  the  person  to  whom  the  credit  for  the  deposit  is  given, 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor.  So  where  a  bank 
receives  money  from  a  person  and  gives  him  credit  there- 
for it  is  in  duty  bound  to  honor  his  checks  to  the  amount 
of  such  deposit,  and  it  can  not  refuse  to  honor  his  checks 
or  drafts  against  the  fund  on  the  ground  that  the  money 
deposited  belonged  to  some  other  person,  or  that  the  title 
of  the  depositor  to  it  is  defective.  These  are  matters  in 
which  the  bank  is  not  interested  or  concerned  until  the 
third  party  who  claims  to  own  the  fund  shall  proceed  to 
enforce  his  rights.  McLaughlin  v.  First  National  Bank, 
43  N.  W.  Rep.  [Dak.],  715;  First  National  Bank  v.  Mason, 
95  Pa.  St.,  113;  National  Bank  v.  Insurance  Co.,  104  U. 
S.,  54;  Rock  Springs  National  Bank  v.  human,  42  Pac. 
Rep.  [Wyo.],  874;  Walker  v.  Manhattan  Bank,  25  Fed. 
Rep.,  at  page  255 ;  Morse,  Banks  and  Banking,  section  317. 
This  rule  applies  to  the  deposit  of  trust  funds  the  same 
as  it  does  to  individual  funds  deposited. 

Mr.  Morse,  in  his  work  on  banking,  supra,  says:  "Sup- 
posing that  the  banker  becomes  incidently  aware  that  the 
customer,  being  in  a  fiduciary  or  a  representative  capacity, 
meditates  a  breach  of  the  trust,  and  draws  a  check  for 
that  purpose,  the  banker,  not  being  interested  in  the  trans- 
action, has  no  right  to  refuse  the  payment  of  the  check,  for 
if  he  did  so  he  would  be  making  himself  a  party  to  an 
inquiry  as  between  his  customer  and  a  third  person."  And 
in  the  case  of  Walker  v.  Manhattan  Bank,  25  Fed.  Rep., 
247,  the  court  says:  "A  banker  can  not  question  the 
right  of  his  customer  by  refusing  to  honor  his  demands 
by  check  or  otherwise,  upon  any  theory  that  it  is  the 
banker's  doty  to  look  after  the  appropriation  of  the  trust 
funds  when  withdrawn  from  the  bank,  and  to  protect  the 
trust  by  setting  up  a  jus  tertU  against  the  demand.  *  *  * 
This  would  be  to  make  every  trustee  accountable  for  his 
conduct  in  the  trust  to  every  agent  whom  he  happened 
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to  employ,  and  would  carry  the  principle  of  constructive 
trust  to  an  inconvenient  and)  indeed,  to  an  iinpraet.u-a.liie 
length.' "  The  rule,  however,  is  otherwise  where  the 
banker  appropriates  the  money  to  the  payment  of  a  debt 
due  the  bank  from  the  trustee,  as  was  the  case  in  Cody 
v.  South  Omaha  National  Bank,  46  Neb.,  at  page  764. 

In  Rock  Springs  National  Bank  v.  Lwnan,  supra,  the 
court  in  speaking  of  the  duty  of  the  bank  in  this  respect, 
said:  "And  it  had  the  right,  even  with  knowledge, 
through  its  officer,  of  the  trust  character  of  the  fund 
transmitted  to  it  by  Pfeiffer,  to  place  the  amount  to  his 
credit,  and  even  to  pay  his  checks  drawn  on  it,  not  pay- 
able to  itself,  or  passing  to  it  with  such  knowledge ;  but 
it  had  no  right  to  participate  in  the  wrongful  diversion 
of  the  fnnd  and  pay  itself  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
draft  A  backer  is  not  required  to  protect  the  rights  of 
third  parties,  or  to  initiate  any  inquiry  between  him  and 
the  customer." 

In  Duckett  v.  National  Mechanics'  Bank,  86  Md.,  400, 
the  court  said :  "The  obligation  of  the  bank  is  simply  to 
keep  the  fund  safely  and  return  it  to  the  proper  person 
or  to  pay  it  to  his  order.  If  it  be  deposited  by  one  as 
trustee,  the  depositor  as  trustee  has  the  right  to  with- 
draw it,  and  the  bank,  in  absence  of  knowledge  or  notice 
to  the  contrary,  would  be  bound  to  assume  that  the  trustee 
would  appropriate  the  money,  when  drawn,  to  a  proper 
use'.  Any  other  rule  would  throw  upon  the  bank  the  duty 
of  inquiring  as  to  the  appropriation  made  of  every  fund 
deposited  by  a  trustee,  or  other  like  fiduciary;  and  the 
imposition  of  such  a  duty  would  practically  put  an  end 
to  the  banking  business,  because  no  bank  could  possibly 
conduct  business  if,  without  fault  on  its  part,  it  were 
held  accountable  for  the  misconduct  or  malversation  of 
its  depositors  who  occupied  some  fiduciary  relation  to 
the  fund  placed  by  them  with  the  bank." 

Goodwin  v.  American  National  Bank,  48  Conn.,  551, 
was  a  case  in  which  the  court  said :  "The  contract  of  a 
bank  with  a  depositor  is  that  it  will  pay  his  checks  upon 
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his  funds  in  the  bank,  and  if  the  checks  are  properly 
drawn  it  is  bound  to  pay  them.  The  law  will  not  charge 
the  officers  of  a  bank  with  knowledge  that  a  depositor  is 
committing  a  fraud,  nor  impose  upon  thein  the  duty  of 
inquiry  simply  because  he  is  drawing  upon  a  trust  account 
checks  payable  to  himself,  or  is  transferring  funds  from 
the  trust  account  to  his  private  account."  In  line  with 
the  foregoing  decisions  are  Muvncrlyn  v.  Augusta  Sav* 
ings  Bank,  88  Ga.,  333;  Freeholders  of  Essex  v.  Newark 
National  Bank,  48  N.  J.  Eq.,  51;  State  National  Bank  v. 
Reilly,  124  111.,  464;  Howard  v.  Bank  of  Owensboro,  80 
Ky.,  496. 

From  the  principles  above  enunciated  it  would  seem 
clear  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  bank  to  pay 
this  money  out  on  the  checks  of  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.,  and 
it  is  an  elemental  rule  of  law  that  a  person  can  not  be 
chargeable  for  performing  his  duty. 

There  was  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the  defendant  bank 
had  notice  that  this  draft  in  question  had  been  drawn  and 
was  outstanding  at  the  time  the  weight  tickets  were 
deposited.  This  fact  seems  to  be  strongly  relied  upon  as 
a  factor  to  charge  this  bank  by  the  counsel  for  appellee. 
Why  it  should  does  not  clearly  appear.  It  was  drawn  not 
on  this  bank  but  on  Dorsey  Bros.  &  Co.,  and  there  was 
nothing,  as  disclosed  by  this  record,  Jhat  would  lead  this 
bank  to  believe  at  this  time  that  it  would  not  be  paid  by 
them  in  the  regular  course  of  business.  And  even  if  it 
did  believe  and  had  reason  to  believe  that  Dorsey  Bros,  ft 
Co.  would  not  pay  this  draft,  it  could  not  refuse  to  pay 
out  the  money,  if  demanded  by  the  party  who  deposited 
it.  This  would  be  setting  up  a  jus  tcrtii  against  the  de- 
mand which  the  law  does  not  allow.  But  the  evidence  of 
this  notice  is  weak.  Marsh  (the  only  witness  who  testifies 
on  this  point)  swears  that  at  the  time  the  weight  tickets 
were  gathered  up  to  be  deposited  he  stated  to  the  collector 
of  them  that  a  draft  in  favor  of  the  Nehawka  bank  had 
been  drawn  against  the  proceeds  of  this  sale.  It  is  not 
pretended  that  this  collector  was  the  cashier  or  other 
44 
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managing  officer  of  the  bank,  but  was  in  reality  a  mes- 
senger boy  who  was  employed  by  the  bank  to  wait  upon  its 
customers  (or  this  purpose.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
this  collector  imparted  any  of  this  information  to  the 
cashier  or  to  any  other  person,  nor  does  it  appear  that 
it  was  a  part  of  his  duty  to  do  so.  A  corporation  can  act 
only  by  its  agents  who  are  empowered  to  act  for  it,  and 
can  only  be  bound  by  notice  to  some  of  its  officers  or 
agents  who  have  the  power  to  act  upon  the  notice,  or  to 
one  whose  duty  it  is  to  communicate  the  notice  to  the 
officer*  who  have  this  power. 

We  have  considered  this  case  on  the  theory  that  this 
was  a  trust  fund,  the  theory  most  favorable  to  the  plain- 
tiff bank ;  but  even  on  this  theory  we  can  find  no  reason 
for  holding  the  defendant  bank  liable  in  this  action. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  as  against  the  defendant  bank  be  reversed 
and  the  petition  as  against  the  said  defendant  bank  be 
dismissed. 

Babnes  and  Pound,  00.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  as  against  the 
1  Packers'  National  Bank  of  South  Omaha  is  reversed  and 
the  petition  as  against  the  said  Packers'  National  Bank 
of  South  Omaha  is  dismissed. 

Reversed  in  fart,  dismissed  in  part. 


William  H.  Miles  et  al.  v.  Harriet  L.  Dbming,  Execu- 
trix op  the-  Last  Will  and  Testament  op  Erastus 
A.  Dbming,  Deceased. 

Filed  Mabch  6, 1902.  No.  11,276. 
Commissioner's  opinion.  Department  No.  1. 
Appeal  and  Error:  Review  or  Equity  Cause  on  E&bok:  Motion  for 
New  Tbial.  In  order  to  review  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  an 
equity  cause  by  petition  in  error  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  must 
be  filed  in  the  district  court  the  same  as  in  an  action  at  law. 
Qaughran  v.  Crosby,  33  Neb..  33,  followed. 
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Ebeoe  from  the  district  court  for  Frontier  county. 
Tried  below  before  Norms,  J.    Affirmed. 

J,  L.  White  and  8.  A.  Searle,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

W.  8.  Morion  and  J.  8.  Phillips,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

This  case  was  before  this  court  upon  a  former  hearing, 
being  reported  in  35  Neb.,  739,  wherein  it  was  ordered  that 
the  district  court  enter  a  decree  of  foreclosure  and  sale 
only  of  the  life  estate  of  the  defendant  in  the  mortgaged 
premises.  On  September  14, 1893,  pursuant  to  this  order, 
a  decree  was  entered  by  the  district  court  for  Frontier 
county.  An  order  of  sale  was  issued,  the  premises  ap- 
praised and  sold,  and  objections  to  the  confirmation  filed 
by  defendants.  On  March  14,  1899,  the  objections  to  the 
confirmation  were  overruled  and  the  sale  confirmed. 
From  this  order  of  confirmation  the  defendants  have 
brought  the  case  to  this  court  by  proceedings  in  error. 

The  petition  in  error  and  the  transcript  were  filed  in 
this  court  March  14,  1900.  There  is  but  one  error  as- 
signed in  the  petition  in  error,  which  is  as  follows :  "The 
court  erred  in  overruling  the  objections  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  said  sale."  We  are  precluded  from  examining  the 
alleged  error  because  no  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  filed 
in  the  lower  court.  The  rule  is  well  established  that 
where  a  suit  in  equity  is  brought  to  this  court  for  review 
by  proceedings  in  error,  the  errors  complained  of  must 
have  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  district  court  by  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial.  Carlow  v.  Aultman  &  Co.,  28  Neb., 
6T2;  Qatighranv.  Crosby,  33  Neb.,  33;  Scrogginv.  National 
Lumber  Co.,  41  Neb.,  195;  Farmers  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  v. 
Davis,  42  Neb.,  46;  Hansen  v.  Kinney,  46  Neb.,  207; 
Storey  v.  Burns,  53  Neb.,  535. 

In  error  proceedings  where  there  is  no  motion  for  a  new 
trial  the  record  will  be  examined  only  to  ascertain  whether 
the  pleadings  support  the  judgment.    Hansen  v.  Kinney, 


628  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

afaasaehusetts  Mutual  Lift  In*  Co.  t.  Smith. 

46  Neb.,  207;  Farris  v.  State,  46  Neb.,  857.  In  the  case 
now  before  us  the  proceedings  upon  which  the  confirma- 
tion is  based  appear  to  support  the  order  made.  We  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Hastings,  C,  concurs.    Kiukpatrick,  C,  not  sitting. 

Affihmed. 


Thb  Massaohusbttb  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 

APPELLEE,    V.    NBHBMIAH    L.    D.    SMITH    ET    AL.,    AP- 
PELLANTS. 

FMd  Hum  6,  1902.    No.  11,804. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Hortgage  Foreclosure:  "Pbocibtiisos  at  Law":  Evidehue,  Strident* 
examined,  and  held  lnaufllcleut  to  sustain  a  finding  that  no  pro- 
ceedings at  law  had  been  had  for  the  recovery  of  the  mortgage 
debt 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Webster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Beall,  J.     Reversed. 

Overman  &  Blachledge,  for  appellants. 

F.  I.  Foes,  Bernard  McNeny,  B.  V.  Kohout  and  R.  D. 
Brown,  contra, 

Albeht,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  foreclosing  a  real  estate 
mortgage.  The  petition  contains  the  usual  allegations 
"that  no  proceedings  at  law  have  been  had  for  the  recovery 
of  the  mortgage  debt  or  any  part  thereof."  This  allega- 
tion was  put  in  issue  by  the  answers.  The  only  evidence 
in  support  of  such  allegation  is  that  given  by  two  wit- 
nesses, whose  examination  on  this  point  is  as  follows : 

(D.  B.  Spanogle.)  Q.  You  have  been  their  [plaintiffs'] 
agent  for  several  years? 

A.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  been  attending  to  some  of  their 
property  and  making  sales  and  loans  for  them. 
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Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  suit  having  been  brought  on 
this  debt? 
A.  No,  sir. 

(Bernard  McNeny.)  I  will  state  that  /or  the  last  four 
or  five  years  I  hare  been  attorney  for  the  Massachusetts 
Mutual    Life    Insurance   Company   and    foreclosed    the 
original  Smith  mortgage,  and  since  then  had  sold  the  land 
to  Smith  and  taken  this  mortgage.     Mr.  Foss,  of  Crete, 
has  been  their  attorney  for  the  last  year  or  two,  and,  so 
far  as  I  know,  there  has  been  no  proceedings  had  to  col- 
lect this  mortgage,  other  than  this  suit. 
( Cross-examination. ) 
Q.  When  did  you  first  receive  these  notes  and  this  mort- 
gage which  have  been  introduced  in  evidence? 
A.  Day  before  yesterday,  I  think. 
Q.  Is  that  the  first  time  you  have  ever  seen  them? 
A  I  think  so. 

Q.  They  have  never  been  in  your  possession  before? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  in  whose  possession  they  have  been 
from  the  time  of  their  execution  until  day  before  yester- 
day? 
A..  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  where  they  have  been? 
A.  No,  sir. 

It  is  urged,  and  we  think  justly,  that  the  foregoing  evi- 
dence is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  allegation  that  no 
proceedings  at  law  had  been  had  for  the  recovery  of  the 
mortgage  debt,  or  any  part  thereof.  The  paper  was  never 
in  the  possession  of  either  of  the  witnesses.  It  does  cot 
appear  that  either  of  them  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  it 
that  would  render  it  any  more  likely  that  they  should 
know  whether  such  proceedings  had  been  had  than  thou- 
sands of  other  persons.  It  will  hardly  be  claimed,  we 
think,  that  such  evidence  would  be  sufficient  to  sustain  a 
finding  going  more  directly  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  This 
court  has  repeatedly  held  that  such  allegation  is  essential, 
and  that,  if  denied,  it  must  be  proved.     That  being  true, 
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when  called  upon  to  weigh  the  evidence  offered  in  support 
of  it,  we  are  not  permitted  to  ignore  nor  relax  the  plain 
rules  of  evidence,  simply  because  the  defense  may  appear 
technical.  Other  questions  are  discussed,  but  they  are 
not  likely  to  arise  on  another  trial  of  the  case. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  pro- 
ceedings according  to  law. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


Emma  C.  Merrill  v.  Elizabeth  Miller  bt  al. 

Faro  Mabch  5,  1902.    No.  11,317. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Deficiency:    Effect  of  Repeal  07  Statute. 

The  act  of  1S9T,  repealing  sections  847  and  849  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  commonly  known  as  the  deficiency  Judgment  lav. 
does  not  affect  the  plaintiff's  right  to  have  a  deficiency  Judgment 
entered  In  a  foreclosure  suit,  on  a  cause  of  action  accruing  prior 
to,  and  existing  at  the  time  of,  such  repeal. 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Deficiency:  Repeal  of  Statute :  Coubt  Mat 

Authorize  Action  at  Law.  Such  repeal  does  not  deprive  the 
court  of  the  right  to  authorize  the  prosecution  of  an  action  at  law, 
on  the  note,  to  recover  a  judgment  for  a  deficiency,  after  fore- 
closure proceedings,  where  the  right  of  action  had  accrued  and 
existed  at  the  time  the  repealing  act  took  effect. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Fillmore  county. 
Tried  below  before  Hastings,  J.  Reversed  with  direc- 
tions. 

F.  B.  Donisthorpe,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Chas.  E.  and  Frank  W.  Sloan,  contra. 

Barnes,  C. 

An  action  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  was  commenced  in 
the  district  court  for  Fillmore  county  after  the  law  of 
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1897,  repealing  the  sections  of  the  statute  relating  to 
deficiency  judgments  in  foreclosure  proceedings,  went  into 
effect  A  decree  of  foreclosure  was  rendered  in  the  action 
on  the  14th  day  of  March,  1899,  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  stay  an  order  of  Bale  was  issued,  the  mortgaged  prop- 
erty was  sold  thereunder  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
were  applied  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  decree,  leaving  a 
deficiency  of  $287.88.  After  the  confirmation  of  the  sale, 
and  the  close  of  the  chancery  proceedings,  the  plaintiff 
filed  a  motion  asking  for  a  deficiency  judgment,  which 
motion  was  overruled,  such  judgment  was  denied  and 
exceptions  taken  thereto.  Thereupon  the  plaintiff  filed 
a  motion  asking  the  court  for  an  order  authorizing  him 
to  bring  a  suit  at  law  to  recover  a  judgment  on  the  note 
for  the  amount  of  the  deficiency.  This  motion  was  over- 
ruled and  the  request  denied.  Exceptions  were  taken  and 
plaintiff  brings  the  case  to  this  court  on  a  proceeding  in 
error. 

It  is  sought  by  this  proceeding  to  test  the  validity  or 
constitutionality  of  the  act  of  1897  repealing  the  deficiency 
judgment  law.  An  examination  of  the  record  discloses 
that  this  question  is  not  properly  before  the  court  and 
should  not  be  decided  in  this  proceeding. 

1.  The  motion  for  a  deficiency  judgment  and  the  motion 
for  leave  to  bring  a  suit  at  law  are  based  on  the  decree, 
order  of  sale  and  the  return  thereto.  The  decree  shows 
upon  its  face  that  the  mortgage  foreclosed,  in  the  action, 
was  executed  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  1891,  and  be- 
came due  and  payable  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1896; 
that  from  and  thereafter  the  amount  due  thereon  re- 
mained due  and  wholly  unpaid  up  to  and  including  the 
time  of  commencing  the  suit'  and  the  rendition  of  the 
decree.  The  fact  was,  therefore,  properly  before  the  court 
that  the  cause  of  action  had  fully  accrued  and  was  in 
existence  at  the  time  the  act  of  1897  went  into  effect, 
although  suit  had  not  been  commenced  thereon.  It  is 
plain,  under  sections  847  and  849  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  that  prior  to  their  repeal  it  was  proper  in  a 
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foreclosure  case  on  the  coming  in  of  the  report  of  salt  to 
enter  a  decree  or  judgment  against  the  mortgagor,  and 
other  persons  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  debt 
Thompson'  v.  West,  59  Neb.,  677;  Davenport  Plow  Co.  v. 
Mavis,  10  Neb.,  317;  Clapp  v.  Maxwell,  13  Neb.,  542; 
Cooper  v.  Foss,  15  Nob.,  515;  Grand  Island  Savings  & 
Loan  Association  v.  Moore,  40  Neb.,  686;  Hare  v.  Murphy, 
45  Neb.,  809;  Flentham  v.  Steward,  45  Neb.,  640.  There- 
fore, without  the  repeal  of  these  sections,  as  provided  for 
by  the  law  of  1897,  the  plaintiff  would  have  been  entitled, 
upon  his  motion,  to  a  deficiency  judgment  In  case  he  had 
waived  such  right  and  applied  to  the  court  for  permission 
to  bring  a  suit  at  law  upon  the  note  to  recover  the  defi- 
ciency, it  would  have  been  proper  and  was  the  universal 
rule  of  the  courts  to  have  granted  him  his  request  and 
authorized  the  bringing  of  such  suit  at  law.  And  in  case 
either  remedy,  properly  applied  for,  was  refused  by  the 
court,  it  would  have  been  such  error  as  would  call  for  a 
reversal  of  the  judgment. 

2.  It  only  remains  for  us  to  determine  the  effect  of 
the  act  of  1897  repealing  sections  847  and  849  of  the  Code, 
commonly  known  as  the  deficiency  judgment  law.  If  the 
repeal  of  this  law  took  away  or  changed  the  plaintiff's 
remedy  in  this  foreclosure  suit,  then  the  judgment  of  the 
court  was  right  and  must  be  affirmed;  but  if  the  repeal 
of  this  law  in  no  way  affected  the  rights  or  remedies  to 
which  the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  in  an  action  pending 
at  the  time  of  its  passage,  or  on  a  cause  of  action  already 
accrued,  but  not  in  suit  at  that  time,  then  the  judgment 
of  the  court  was  erroneous  and  should  be  reversed.  Sec- 
tion 2,  chapter  88,  of  the  Compiled  Statutes,  declares  that 
"Whenever  a  statute  shall  be  repealed,  such  repeal  shall 
in  no  manner  affect  pending  actions  founded  thereon,  nor 
causes  of  action  not  in  suit."  In  TJwmpson  v.  West,  59 
Neb.,  677,  684,  this  court  held  that  it  was  clear,  as  to 
suits  pending  at  the  time  of  such  repeal,  the  right  to  a 
deficiency  judgment  was  not  abolished.  It  seems  to  as 
equally  clear  that  such  right  was  not  abolished  in  any  case 
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where  the  cause  of  action  had  accrued,  even  if  suit  had 
not  been  commenced,  prior  to  the  taking  effect  of  such 
repeal.  In  this  case  section  848  as  amended  by  the  act 
of  1897  can  not  be  invoked  to  defeat  the  recovery  of  a 
deficiency  judgment. 

We  hold  therefore  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  the 
relief  asked  for  in  this  case  and  the  judgment  should  be 
reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  with  leave  to  the  plain- 
lift  to  apply  for  a  deficiency  judgment 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded  with  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to 
apply  for  a  deficiency  judgment. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


Concordia  Loan  &  Trust  Company,  appellee,  v.  Chaelbs 
L.  Van  Camp  bt  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  March  19,  1902.    No.  9963. 
Commission er's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Taxation:    Foreclosure  op  Li  en:    Certificate  and  Receipts  AB  Evi- 

dence. In  an  action  of  foreclosure  upon  a  tax-mile  certificate, 
and  for  subsequent  taxes  and  special  assessments  paid,  such  cer- 
tificate and  receipts  signed  by  the  proper  officer  are  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  validity  of  tbe  taxes  represented  by  tbem.  Ore 
v.  Heichenberg,  63  Neb.,  899,  followed. 

2.  Taxation:    Foreclosure  of  Lies:    Description:    Admission:    Stat- 

utes. Property  sold  for  delinquent  taxes  was  described  in  tbe 
tax-sale  certificate  as  "balance  of  tax  lot  31,  section  34,  township 
IE,  range  13,"  and  was  described  In  tbe  same  terms  on  the  tax 
lists  and  county  records.  In  their  answer  to  tbe  petition  pray- 
ing a  foreclosure  of  the  tax  Hen  defendants  admitted  the  owner- 
ship by  one  of  the  defendants  of  the  property  described  and  their 
Interest  therein  as  alleged.  Held,  That  under  the  provisions  of 
section  142,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Complied  Statutes  1901,  the  de- 
scription was  sufficient. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysob,  J.     Affirmed. 
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Hall  &  McCnlloch,  for  appellants. 

H.  W.  Petmook  and  A.  B.  Coffroth,  contra. 

KlEKPATEICK,  O. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas 
county  by  appellee,  The  Concordia  Loan  &  Trust  Com- 
pany, against  Charles  L.  Van  Camp,  and  others,  to  fore- 
close certain  tax  sale  certificates  issued  by  the  county 
treasurer  of  Douglas  county.  The  petition  alleged  four 
separate  causes  of  action,  and  as  to  each  alleged  that  a 
sale  was  duly  made  by  the  county  treasurer,  that  the 
property  was  subject  to  taxation,  and  that  the  sale  was 
made  for  all  taxes  due  at  that  time.  The  defendants 
answered  the  four  causes  of  action.  The  answer  is  sub- 
stantially identical  as  to  each  of  the  four  causes  of  action, 
the  answer  to  tbe  first  being  as  follows :  "Come  now  the 
above  named  defendants  [naming  them],  and  answering 
the  petition  filed  herein,  for  answer  to  the  first  paragraph 
thereof  say :  That  tbe  taxes  therein  set  forth  were  irreg- 
ularly and  improperly  assessed  and  levied  against  said 
land,  and  that  said  sale  was  irregular  and  invalid,  for 
that  it  included  only  the  pretended  city  taxes  for  the 
year  1891."  The  answer  also  contained  the  paragraph  as 
follows :  "Each  and  every  allegation  of  said  petition  not 
hereinbefore  specifically  admitted  defendants  deny."  To 
this  answer  a  reply  was  filed,  consisting  of  a  general 
denial.  Trial  was  had,  which  resulted  in  a  finding  and 
judgment  in  favor  of  appellee,  from  which  judgment  tbe 
cause  is  brought  to  this  court  by  appellants  on  appeal. 

Counsel  for  appellants  contend  that  the  decree  entered 
by  the  trial  court  is  erroneous  and  should  be  reversed  for 
two  reasons :  first,  that  appellee  did  not  prove  the  regular- 
ity of  the  proceedings  including  the  levy  and  assessment 
leading  up  to  tbe  sale;  second,  that  the  description  of  the 
premises  in  the  certificate  set  out  in  the  third  cause  of 
action  mentioned  in  the  petition  was  void  for  uncertainty. 

The  determination  of  the  first  question  presented  must 
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depend  upon  the  effect  to  be  given  to  the  answer  filed  by 
appellants.  A  careful  examination  of  this  answer  has 
satisfied  as  that  it  amounts  to  an  admission  of  the  levy 
of  the  taxes  and  of  the  sale  as  alleged  in  the  petition, 
and  to  an  allegation  that  such  levy  and  sale  were  irreg- 
ular. By  section  148,  chapter  12a,  Compiled  Statutes, 
1901,  governing  cities  of  the  metropolitan  class,  it  is 
provided  that  irregularities  in  making  assessments  or  in 
their  equalization,  or  in  the  manner  of  the  advertisement 
and  sale  of  property  for  delinquent  taxes  and  special  as- 
sessments, shall  in  no  way  he  held  to  invalidate  such  sale. 
Any  irregularity  in  the  sale  of  such  a  nature  as  to  make 
it  void  must  have  been  pointed  out  by  the  defendants. 
This  they  failed  to  do.  But  even  if  the  answer  filed  by 
defendants  was  not  an  admission  of  the  allegations  of 
plaintiff's  petition,  the  defendants  would  still  not  be  in 
a  position  to  complain.  It  appears  from  the  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions that  the  certificate  and  receipts  for  taxes  prior 
and  subsequent,  representing  the  money  paid  out  by  ap- 
pellees, were  offered  and  received  in  evidence.  These 
were  sufficient  to  establish  a  prima  facie  case  on  behalf 
of  appellee.  m 

In  the  case  of  Ure  v.  Rcickenherg,  63  Neb.,  899,  decided 
at  this  term,  this  court,  speaking  by  Sedgwick,  J.,  said: 
"In  an  action  of  foreclosure  upon  a  tax  sale  certificate, 
and  for  prior  and  subsequent  taxes  and  special  assess- 
ments paid  by  the  holder  of  the  certificate,  the  certificate 
and  receipts  of  the  proper  officer  for  prior  and  subsequent 
taxes  and  special  assessments  are  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  validity  of  the  taxes  which  they  represent."  It  follows 
from  this  that  the  first  contention  of  appellants  is  without 
merit  and  cannot  be  sustained. 

It  is  next  contended  that  the  description  of  the  premises 
in  the  certificate  alleged  in  the  third  cause  of  action  is 
totally  insufficient  to  support  a  valid  levy  of  taxes.  The 
description  mentioned  is  as  follows :  "Balance  of  tax 
lot  31,  in  section  34,  township  15,  range  13."  Tax  lot  31, 
as  entered  upon  the  records  of  Douglas  county  by  the  tax- 
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ing officers  for  revenue  purposes,  is  an  irregular  tract  con- 
taining 57.30  acres.  Prom  this  irregular  tract  certain 
portions  were  from  time  to  time  sold  by  the  owner,  and 
passed  into  the  hands  of  other  parties.  As  these  portions 
of  the  tract  were  sold,  they  were  described  upon  the  rec- 
ords as  sub-tax  lots,  until,  in  1891,  there  remained  un- 
disposed of,  the  title  to  which  still  remained  in  appellants, 
27.04  acres,  which  were  -described  on  the  tax  lists  as 
"balance  of  lot  31,"  giving  the  section,  town,  and  range 
in  which  the  land  was  located,  together  with  the  number 
of  acres  remaining  in  it. 

Many  authorities  are  cited  in  briefs  of  counsel  for  both 
parties  touching  the  sufficiency  of  descriptions  contained 
in  deeds  and  other  instruments  and  as  to  what  in  law 
are  deemed  latent  and  patent  defects.  But  we  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  examine  or  discuss  at  length  these 
authorities,  as  it  is  not  required  in  the  determination  of 
the  question  here  presented.  By  section  142,  chapter  77, 
article  1,  Compiled  Statutes,  1901,  concerning  revenue, 
it  is  provided  that  "any  defect  in  the  description  upon  any 
assessment  book,  tax  collector's  book,  or  other  record,  of 
any  real  or  personal  property  assessed  for  taxation,  or 
upon  which  any  tax  is  levied,  or  which  may  be  sold  for 
taxes,  provided  such  description  he  sufficiently  definite  to 
enable  the  county  treasurer,  tax  collector,  or  other  officer, 
or  any  person  interested,  to  determine  what  property  is 
meant  or  intended  by  the  description"  shall  be  deemed 
merely  irregularities,  not  in  any  way  invalidating  the 
assessment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  under  this  pro- 
vision, the  description  of  this  property  as  "balance  of  tax 
lot  31,"  giving  section,  town,  and  range,  was  sufficient 
to  apprise  the  owners,  or  any  taxing  officer,  of  the  exact 
property  remaining  to  be  taxed,  and  was,  therefore,  suf- 
ficient. The  petition  filed  by  appellee  described  the  prop- 
erty in  the  same  terms  which  appear  in  the  certificates  and 
assessment  records,  and  defendants,  in  their  answer,  say: 
"Defendants  admit  that  Charles  L.  Van  Camp  is  the 
owner  of  the  property  described  in  said  petition,  and  that 
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defendants'  interests  in  said  property  are  as  alleged  in 
said  petition."  In  the  face  of  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
and  this  admission  in  the  answer,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  the  owner  and  the  taxing  officers  of  both  the  city 
of  Omaha  and  Douglas  county  knew  exactly  the  property 
taxed  and  sold  as  set  out  in  the  petition.  This  being  true, 
appellants  were  in  no  manner  prejudiced  by  the  finding 
and  judgment  of  the  trial  court,  which  are  right  and  in 
accordance  with  law.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that 
the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmbd. 


Chaeles  B.  Gregory  v.  Julia  A.  Lbavitt. 

Fitjeo  Maboh  19,  1902.    No.  10,644. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Assigning  Ebbob  IN  Ovkbbuldtg  Motion  TOb  Nbw 
Trial.  A  Judgment  will  not  be  reversed  for  errors  of  law  oc- 
curring at  the  trial,  unless  It  Is  alleged  In  the  petition  In  error, 
and  shown  by  the  record,  that  the  court  erred  In  overruling  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Ttjttle,  J.    Affirmed. 

F.  H.  Woods  and  L.  E.  Wimlow,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Halleck  F.  Rose,  contra. 

Albert,  G. 

All  the  assignments  of  error,  relied  upon  in  this  case, 
are  predicated  on  the  rulings  of  the  court  during  the 
progress  of  the  trial  and  are  covered  by  the  grounds  urged 
in  the  motions  for  a  new  trial.  The  ruling  of  the  court 
on  that  motion  is  not  complained  of  in  the  petition  in 
error.  Such  being  the  case,  we  must  assume  that  the  rul- 
ing on  that  motion  was  satisfactory  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
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that,  whether  the  rulings  therein  complained  of  were  erro- 
neous or  not,  there  was  good  ground  for  overruling  the 
motion.  That  being  true,  the  errors  assigned  in  that 
motion  are  not  available  in. this  court.  See  Gundy  v.  Cum- 
mins, 64  Neb.,  312. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Dupetb,  CO.,  concur. 


Andbhw  J.  McConaughy,  Assignee  of  W.  R.  Smith,  v. 
C.  J.  Paenby  et  al. 

Fieed  Mabch  19.  1902.    No.  10,762. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Vendor  and  Purchaser:  Tranbfkr  in  Fraud  of  Creditors:  Action  to 
Recover  Purchase  Price.  An  action  can  not  be  maintained  by  a 
vendor  or  bis  assignee  to  recover  from  his  vendee  the  purchase 
price  of  property  conveyed  in  fraud  of  creditors.  If  in  such  case 
the  transferee  participated  in  the  fraud,  the  maxim,  in  pari  delicto 
potior  est  conditio  defend entis,  applies.  If  he  did  not,  and  the 
property  has  been  taken  from  him,  without  his  fault,  by  the  de- 
frauded creditors,  there  has  been  a  breach  of  the  warranty  title 
accompanying  the  sale  which  will  defeat  a  recovery. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Hamilton  county. 
Tried  below  before  Bates,  J.     Reversed  tcith  instructions. 

Hainerd  Smith,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Stark  &  Grosvcnor,  contra. 

Ames,  0. 

William  R.  Smith  resided  and  was  in  business  as  a 
retail  merchant  at  Aurora,  in  this  Btate,  and  was  in- 
solvent He  conveyed  his  stock  of  merchandise  to  the 
defendants  in  error  in  this  action,  Glover  and  Famey, 
and  received  in  part  consideration  therefor  the  promis- 
sory notes  of  the  latter.     Shortly  thereafter  he  made  a 
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general  assignment,  under  the  statute,  for  the  benefit  of 
creditors  and  turned  over  the  notes  to  his  assignee,  the 
plaintiff  in  error.  Certain  of  his  creditors,  by  means  of 
attachments,  judgments  and  garnishments  and  a  suit  in 
the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill,  obtained  a  decree  in  the 
district  court  for  Hamilton  county,  afterwards  affirmed 
in  this  court,  setting  aside  the  conveyance  as  to  them  as 
being  in  fraud  of  creditors,  and  compelling  the  vendees 
to  account  to  them  for  the  value  and  proceeds  of  the  prop- 
erty conveyed.  Meantime  the  assignee,  the  plaintiff  in 
error,  begun  this  action  against  Glover  and  Farney  on 
the  notes.  The  defendants  herein  for  answer  pleaded  that 
the  sole  consideration  for  the  notes  in  suit  was  the  sale 
to  them  of  the  stock  of  goods  and  that  said  consideration 
had  failed,  or  would  fail  if  the  above  mentioned  judgment 
should  be  affirmed  on  appeal,  an  appeal  therefrom  then 
being  about  to  be  prosecuted.  But  the  defendants  denied 
any  complicity  in  or  knowledge  of  the  fraud  of  their 
vendor,  if  any  such  he  had  committed.  To  this  answer  the 
plaintiff,  after  interposing  a  general  demurrer  which  was 
overruled,  replied,  admitting  substantially  its  allegations, 
but  saying,  "which  sale,  transfer,  delivery  and  conveyance 
this  plaintiff  affirms  and  ratifies  and  expressly  elects  to 
stand  thereon  and  tenders  no  issue  as  to  the  good  or 
bad  faith  of  said  sale  and  transfer."  Upon  the  issues  thus 
formed  the  cause  came  on  for  trial  before  the  court  and 
a  jury,  whereupon  it  was  "agreed  by  counsel  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff  and  the  counsel  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ants that  there  was  no  question  of  fact  in  this  case  that 
required  a  trial  by  jury,  and  after  argument  of  the  law 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff's  counsel  and  on  the  part  of 
the  defendants'  counsel,  then  the  court  should  either,  ac- 
cording to  its  opinion  of  the  law,  direct  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  or  the  defendants  on  the  pleadings."  Pursuant 
to  the  authority  of  this  stipulation  the  court  instructed  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  which  was  accordingly  returned. 
Upon  motion  this  verdict  was  afterwards  set  aside  and  a 
new  trial  granted  and  still  later,  but  at  the  same  term  of 
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court,  still,  in  view  of  the  stipulation,  the  court  rendered 
upon  the  pleadings  a  judgment  of  dismissal  and  for  costs, 
from  which  a  petition  in  error  is  prosecuted  to  this  court 
The  defendants  in  error  seek  to  uphold  the  judgment  by 
the  argument  that,  inasmuch  as  the  assignee  is  not  a 
holder  for  value  of  the  notes  sued  upon,  but  stands  in  the 
shoes  of  the  payee,  the  maxim,  in  pari  delicto  potior  est 
conditio  defendentis,  applies,  and  should  have  defeated  a 
recovery.  As  to  the  general  efficacy  of  the  rule  which  the 
plaintiff  invokes  we  have  no  doubt.  When  two  parties 
are  equally  concerned  in  a  transaction  forbidden  by  law, 
or  fraudulently  concocted  for  the  injury  of  the  public  or 
innocent  third  persons,  the  court  will  not  lend  its  aid  for 
the  enforcement  of  any  alleged  obligation  between  the 
parties  growing  out  of  it,  but  this  arises  out  of  no  con- 
sideration for  the  protection  of,  or  of  benefit  to,  the  de- 
fendant As  is  said  in  Salinger  v.  Earle,  82  N.  Y.,  393, 
in  a  similar  case:  "Fair  dealing,  and  common  honesty, 
condemn  such  a  transaction.  If  the  defendants  here  were 
plaintiff  seeking  to  enforce  the  note,  it  is  clear  that  they 
could  not  recover.  Cockshott  v.  Bennett,  2  Term  Rep. 
[Eng.],  763;  Leicester  v.  Rose,  4  East  [Eng.],  372.  The 
illegality  of  the  consideration  upon  well  settled  principles 
would  be  a  good  defense.  The  plaintiff,  although  he  was 
cognizant  of  the  fraud,  and  an  active  participator  in  it, 
would  nevertheless  be  allowed  to  allege  the  fraud  to  defeat 
the  action,  not,  it  is  true,  out  of  any  tenderness  for  him, 
but  because  courts  do  not  sit  to  give  relief  by  way  of 
enforcing  illegal  contracts,  on  the  application  of  a  party 
to  file  illegality.  But  if  he  had  voluntarily  paid  the  note, 
he  could  not,  according  to  the  general  principle  applicable 
to  executed  contracts  void  for  illegality,  have  maintained 
an  action  to  recover  back  the  money  paid.  The  same  rule 
which  would  protect  him  in  an  action  to  enforce  the  note, 
protects  the  defendants  in  resisting  an  action  to  recover 
back  the  money  paid  upon  it  Nellis  v.  Clark,  4  Hill  [N. 
T.]f  at  page  429."  Inhabitants  of  Worcester  v.  Eaton, 
11  Mass.,  368;  Randall  v.  Howard,  67  U.  8.,  585;  Marlatt 
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v.  WanricJCj  19  N.  J.  Eq.,  339.  But  inasmuch  as  the 
defense  is  one  which  is  available  to  the  defendant  solely 
from  considerations  of  policy,  and  not  because  of  any 
merit  that  can  be  imputed  to  him,  he  should  be  held  to 
the  uttermost  strictness  of  pleading  and  proof  in  seeking 
its  protection.  It  is  certainly  a  defense  not  more  difficult 
of  waiver  than  one  which  is  meritorious. 

Applying  these  principles  to  the  matter  in  hand  the 
case  stands  thus:  The  consideration  of  the  notes  in  suit, 
to  wit,  the  sale  and  delivery  of  the  merchandise,  is  ad- 
mitted. That  the  sale  was  fraudulent  on  the  part  of  their 
vendor,  Smith,  is  also  inferentially  admitted,  but  the  de- 
fendants denied  that  they  were  participants  in  the  fraud, 
and  this  denial  the  plaintiff  did  not  see  fit  to  controvert. 
The  fact  that  the  court,  in  another  suit  to  which  neither 
Smith  nor  his  assignee  was  a  party,  had  refuted  this 
denial  could  not  be  pleaded  as  an  estoppel  in  this  action 
or  in  any  way  affect  the  rights  of  the  parties  hereto  as 
between  themselves.  Two  courses  were  open  to  the  de- 
fendants, one  to  plead  the  fraud  of  Smith  and  their  own 
participation  therein,  which,  if  established  by  the  evidence, 
would  have  been  a  complete  defense;  the  other  to  have 
pleaded  that,  although  they  were  innocent  of  any  wrong- 
ful act  or  knowledge  on  their  part,  yet  Smith  had  been 
guilty  of  such  fraud,  negligence  and  wrong-doing  that, 
without  any  fault  of  their  own,  they  had  lost  the  property 
which  was  the  consideration  of  the  notes  sued  upon.  In 
other  words,  that  he  had  fraudulently  or  negligently  com- 
mitted a  breach  of  the  warranty  of  title  which  accompanied 
the  sale  of  the  goods.  Neither  of  these  issues  was  clearly 
or  distinctly  tendered,  and  for  that  reason  we  think  the 
plaintiff  in  error  was  entitled  upon  the  pleadings  to  a 
judgment  in  his  favor. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted,  with  leave  to 
both  parties  to  amend  their  pleadings  if  they  shall  be 
advised  so  to  do. 

Albert  and  Ddffib,  CC,  concur. 
45 
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The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  a 
new  trial  granted  with  leave  to  both  parties  to  amend  their 
pleadings  if  they  shall  be  advised  so  to  do. 

Reversed  with  directions 


Clarence  A.  Stare,  appellant,  v.  William  Voss  et  al., 

APPELLEES. 

Piled  Mabch  19,  1902.    No.  10,874. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Taxation:    Foreclostihe  of  Lien:    Certificate  and  Receipts  as  Evi- 

dence. In  an  action  of  foreclosure  upon  a  tax-sale  certificate,  and 
for  subsequent  taxes  and  special  assessments  paid,  such  certificate 
and  receipts  signed  by  the  proper  officers  are  prima  facie  evidence 
of  the  validity  of  the  taxes  represented  by  them,  lire  v.  Iteichen- 
berg,  68  Neb.,  899,  followed. 

2.  Taxation:    Foreclosure  of  Lien:    Pleading:    Construction,     Plead- 

ings construed,  and  ft  eld  to  entitle  plaintiff  to  a  Judgment 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Scott,  J.     Reversed. 

James  JT.  Adams  and  H.  IV.  Pennock,  for  appellant 

Guy  R.  0.  Read,  contra* 

Kirkpatrick,  C. 

This  is'  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas 
county  by  Clarence  A.  Starr,  plaintiff  and  appellant, 
against  William  Voss  and  others  to  foreclose  a  tax-sole 
certificate  issued  by  the  county  treasurer  of  Douglas  county. 
The  petition  sets  out  the  purchase  at  private  tax  sale  ou 
June  9, 1892,  of  the  property  described  in  the  petition,  and 
alleges  the  issuance  and  delivery  of  the  certificate  of  tax 
sale,  of  which  a  copy  is  set  out,  and  that  appellant,  in 
order  to  protect  his  lien,  paid  various  county,  city  and 
special  taxes  for  the  years  from  1891  up  to  and  including 
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1895,  netting  out  the  amounts.  The  defendant,  Emma  Wal- 
ler, answered,  pleading  that  she  was  the  sole  owner  of  the 
property  mentioned,  and  further  pleading  said :  "This 
defendant  admits  that  the  plaintiff  purchased  said  prem- 
ises on  the  9th  day  of  June,  1892,  from  the  county  treas- 
urer of  Douglas  county  at  a  pretended  private  tax  sale 
for  the  year  1890."  The  defendant,  by  way  of  further 
answer,  regarding  subsequent  payments,  said :  "This  de- 
fendant has  no  knowledge  or  information  concerning 
whether  or  not  the  plaintiff  paid  the  said  several  sums  of 
taxes  as  set  out  in  the  petition,  and  this  defendant  there- 
fore denies  that  the  plaintiff  paid  said  taxes  or  any  part 
thereof."  Defendant  then  pleads  that  the  assessment  and 
levy  of  taxes  for  which  the  sale  was  made,  and  the  taxes 
subsequently  paid,  are  void  for  many  reasons,  among 
which  are  that  the  levy  made  by  the  county  authorities 
exceeded  the  fifteen  mills  authorized  by  the  constitution ; 
that  the  plaintiff  made  the  purchase  about  the  first  of 
June,  and  by  conspiracy  and  connivance  with  the  county 
treasurer,  was  permitted  to  retain  his  money,  and  did  not 
pay  it  into  the  treasurer's  office  until  the  2d  day  of  August, 
following;  that  the  special  taxes  were  invalid  because  the 
city  council  failed  to  sit  one  day  as  a  board  of  equaliza- 
tion. To  this  answer  a  reply  was  filed  by  appellant,  con- 
sisting of  a  general  denial.  Trial  was  had  to  the  district 
court,  resulting  in  a  judgment  of  dismissal  of  appellant's 
petition.  During  the  progress  of  the  trial  a  stipulation 
was  entered  into  as  follows:  "It  is  stipulated  by  and 
between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  that  the  regular 
county  taxes  for  the  years  1893  and  1894  were  duly 
assessed  and  levied  upon  the  property  described  in  the 
petition ;  also  stipulating  and  agreeing  that  the  regular 
city  taxes  of  the  city  of  Omaha  were  duly  assessed  and 
levied  upon  said  real  estate  for  the  years  1891,  1892,  1893., 
and  1894."  Upon  the  trial  appellant  offered  in  evidence 
his  certificate  of  purchase  and  his  receipts  showing  sub- 
sequent taxes  paid,  the  records  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners showing  the  sitting  of  the  board  of  equalization, 
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the  records  of  the  city  showing  the  sitting  of  the  council 
as  a  board  of  equalization,  and  the  assessn.ent  rolls  of  tlie 
county  and  city  showing  the  levy  of  the  taxjs.  To  all  of  this 
evidence  objection  was  made  by  defendant,  and  the  objec- 
tion sustained  by  the  trial  court  While  this  proffered 
evidence  is  contained  in  the  bill  of  exceptions,  under  the 
well  established  rule  in  this  state  it  can  not  be  considered 
on  appeal.  Some  evidence  offered  was  received  by  the  trial 
court,  but  is  not  sufficiently  material  to  require  considera- 
tion in  this  case. 

It  is  contend'*]  on  behalf  of  appellant  that  the  judgment 
of  the  trial  court  in  dismissing  the  action  was  erroneous 
for  the  reason  that  appellant  was  entitled  to  a  judgment 
of  foreclosure  upon  his  petition.  The  correctness  of  this 
contention  is  denied  by  appellee,  who  insists  that  all  of 
the  evidence  having  been  excluded,  the  judgment  of  the 
trial  court  should  be  affirmed.  Under  the  rule  adopted 
in  this  court  as  announced  in  the  case  of  Vre  v.  Reichcn- 
berg,  63  Neb.,  899,  that  "in  an  action  of  foreclosure  upon 
a  tax-sale  certificate,  and  for  prior  and  subsequent  taxes 
and  special  assessments  paid  by  the  holder  of  the  certifi- 
cate, the  certificate  and  receipts  of  the  proper  officer  for 
prior  and  subsequent  taxes  and  special  assessments  are 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  validity  of  the  taxes  which 
they  represent," — a  rule  which  may  be  regarded  as  settled, 
— an  admission  by  appellee  of  the  sale  as  set  out  in 
appellant's  petition  carries  with  it  the  presumption  that 
the  taxes  were  regularly  levied,  and  that  the  sale  is  valid, 
throwing  the  burden  of  proof  upon  appellee  to  estab- 
lish the  invalidity  of  the  taxes  for  which  the  property 
was  sold  and  those  which  were  subsequently  paid,  for  the 
reasons  set  out  in  her  answer.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
upon  the  pleadings  appellant  was  entitled  to  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  for  some  amount  and  that  the  judgment  of 
the  trial  court,  dismissing  appellant's  petition,  is  erro- 
neous, and  should  be  reversed.  Inasmuch  as  there  seem 
to  be  very  serious  questions  as  to  the  validity  of  some 
of  the  subsequent  taxes  paid  by  appellant,  it  is  deemed 
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in  the  interest  of  justice  that  this  cause  be  remanded  for 
a  new  trial.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  be  reversed  and  the  cause  re- 
manded for  further  proceedings  in  accordance  with  law. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

REVERSE!)   AND   REMANQED. 


The  Commercial  State  Bank  of  Genoa,  Nebraska,  t.  S. 
R.  Rowley. 

Filed  March  19.  1902.    No.  11.035. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Banks  and  BanUsg:  Title  of  Inpohhkr  to  Check:  Indorsee  as 
Party  Plaintiff.  Tbe  indorsee  of  a  check  le  possessed  of  the 
legal  title  thereto,  and  is  the  proper  party  plaintiff  in  an  action 
for  Its  collection. 


3.  Garnishment :  Erroneous  Judgment  Against  Garnishee:  Liability 
to  Indorsee:  Appeal.  A  garnishee  should  appeal  from  an  erro- 
neous Judgment  against  htm  as  acceptor  of  a  draft  or  order  ren- 
dered In  a  proceeding  against  the  drawer,  since  he  would  remain 
liable  to  an  Indorsee,  if  he  pays  such  judgment 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Nance  county.  Tried 
below  before  Albert,  J.    Affirmed. 

M.  V.  Moudy  and  TV.  L.  Rose,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Albert  Thorn } -son  and  W.  F.  Critchfield,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

On  the  11th  day  of  March,  1896,  the  firm  of  Greek  & 
Wilbur,  a  copn  -tnership,  engaged  in  business  in  Genoa, 
Nance  county,  Nebraska,  delivered  to  George  White,  "who 
then  resided  at  Genoa,"  the  following  check  on  the  Com- 
mercial State  Tank  of  Genoa; 
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"No.  880.  Genoa,  Nebraska,  March  11,  1896. 

"Commercial  State  Bank, 

"Successor  to  Rank  of  Genoa, 

"Pay  to  the  order  of  Geo.  White  four  hundred  twenty- 
five  dollars  for  bal.  on  71  cattle. 

"$425.      Due  May  1, 1896.  Greek  &  Wilbub." 

After  the  receipt  of  this  check  George  White  removed 
to  the  county  of  Nodaway,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  and, 
as  the  evidence  shows,  made  a  purchase  of  lands  in  Mis- 
souri for  his  wife,  and  in  part  payment  of  the  purchase 
price  of  the  land  indorsed  this  check  to  S.  R.  Rowley,  the 
plaintiff  in  the  court  below.  This  check  was  indorsed  to 
Rowley  hefore  maturity  and  by  Rowley  was  indorsed  to 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Maryville,  Mo.,  and  was 
transmitted  for  collection  by  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Maryville  to  the  defendant,  the  Commercial  State  Bank 
of  Genoa,  on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1896,  and  ten  days 
before  its  maturity.  This  check  was  paid  by  the  makers 
at  the  Commercial  State  Bank  of  Genoa  at  the  time  of  its 
maturity  on  the  1st  day  of  May,  1896.  On  the  day  that 
this  check  matured  and  was  paid  the  Commercial  State 
Bank  of  Genoa  was  summoned  as  garnishee  in  a  proceed- 
ing in  garnishment  in  aid  of  execution  on  a  judgment  ren- 
dered by  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Nance  county  in  favor  of 
George  M.  Baer  and  against  George  White  for  f200  and 
costs ;  and  subsequently  on  the  30th  day  of  May,  1896,  the 
defendant  bank  was  again  summoned  as  garnishee  in  an 
attachment  proceeding  instituted  by  Henry  Seyfer  and 
against  George  White  for  |199  alleged  to  be  due  on  two 
promissory  notes.  The  defendant  bank  answered  as  gar- 
nishee in  each  of  these  proceedings  and  in  its  answer  set 
up  the  facts  with  reference  to  the  check.  Notwithstanding 
this  answer  the  justice  of  the  peace  entered  judgment 
against  the  hank  as  garnishee  in  each  of  the  cases.  These 
two  judgments  aggregated  the  full  amount  of  the  check 
in  suit.  Because  of  these  garnishment  proceedings  the 
defendant  bank  refused  to  remit  the  proceeds  of  the  check 
to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Maryville,  and  subsequently 
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paid  the  proceeds  of  the  cheek  into  the  justice's  court  in 
discharge  of  the  two  judgments  rendered  against  it  as 
garnishee.  The  First  National  Bank  of  Maryville  charged 
the  check  hack  to  the  account  of  plaintiff,  Rowley,  at  that 
bank  and  Rowley  hereupon  instituted  suit  on  this  check 
against  the  Commercial  State  Bank  of  Genoa  in  the 
county  court  of  Nance  county.  An  appeal  was  taken  from 
the  judgment  of  the  county  court  to  the  district  court  of 
Nance  county,  where  the  issues  above  set  forth  were 
properly  pleaded  and  a  jury  waived  and  trial  had  to  the 
court.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant brings  error  to  this  court. 

The  first  contention  of  counsel  for  the  defendant  bank 
to  which  our  attention  is  directed  is  that  the  evidence  in 
the  case  tended  to  show  that  plaintiff,  Rowley,  had  acted 
as  agent  for  one  Busby  in  the  sale  of  the  lands  to  White 
and  that  he  took  the  check,  indorsed  to  him  by  White,  as 
agent,  and  consequently  that  Busby  and  not  Rowley  is 
the  real  party  in  interest  in  this  suit  While  it  is  true 
that  plaintiff,  Rowley,  admitted  that  he  was  acting  as 
agent  for  Busby  in  the  sale  of  the  land  to  White,  it  is  also 
true  that  he  testified  that  he  accepted  this  check,  as  in- 
dorsee, as  so  much  of  a  cash  payment  on  the  land  and  ac- 
counted to  Busby  for  it  as  so  much  cash.  Aside  from  this 
there  is  no  merit  in  this  contention,  as  Rowley,  in  any 
event,  was  the  owner  of  the  legal  title  to  the  check  as  in- 
dorsee and  was  the  proper  party  to  prosecute  an  action  on 
it 

It  is  next  contended  by  counsel  for  the  defendant  bank 
that  plaintiff,  Rowley,  was  a  party  to  the  garnishment 
proceedings  in  the  justice's  court  and  is  therefore  bound 
by  the  judgments  in  those  cases,  however  erroneous  they 
may  have  been.  This  claim  is  based  on  the  fact  that 
shortly  after  these  proceedings  were  instituted  plaintiff, 
Rowley,  came  to  Genoa  to  see  about  the  collection  of  his 
check  and  the  president  of  the  defendant  bank  told  him  of 
the  garnishment  proceedings  and  asked  him  to  give  a 
deposition  to  be  used  in  these  cases.    This  deposition  u»- 
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pears  to  have  been  given  and  afterwards  treated  an  evi- 
dence in  these  trials.  It  is  oh  this  fact  alone  that  the  de- 
fendant bank  bases  its  claim  that  plaintifF,  Rowley,  was 
a  party  to,  and  had  his  rights  adjudicated  in  these  suits. 
It  is  no  doubt  true  that  where  a  party  has  been  sued  as  a 
defendant  and  not  served  with  proper  process,  hut  never- 
theless participates  in  the  trial  of  the  cause  and  offers 
evidence  in  his  own  behalf,  he  thereby  submits  himself  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  and  by  his  conduct  waives  a 
service  of  process;  but  while  this  is  true,  it  is  equally  troe 
that  one  who  is  not  a  party  to  a  cause  of  action  and  merely 
appears  for  the  purpose  of  testifying  either  in  person  or 
by  deposition  does  not,  by  such  act,  constitute  himself  a 
party  to  the  action.  Nixon  v.  Downey,  42  la.,  78;  H&itt 
v.  Bull,  14  Ind.,  136.  It  then  follows  that  the  rights, of 
plaintiff,  Rowley,  are  in  nowise  affected  by  these  garnish- 
ment proceedings,  unless  the  payment  of  the  judgments 
rendered  in  these  proceedings  is  sufficient  to  exonerate 
the  defendant  bank  from  a  further  payment  of  this  cheek. 
In  determining  this  question  we  must  meet  it  as  it  is 
presented  to  us  in  the  record.  The  record  shows  indis- 
putably that  this  was  a  negotiable  check  indorsed  liefore 
maturity  for  a  valuable  consideration  and  that  the  defend- 
ant bank  had  full  notice  of  this  indorsement  before  it  was 
summoned  as  garnishee  in  either  of  these  proceedings. 
There  is  no  question  of  a  fraudulent  assignment  involve.] 
here.  The  early  case  of  Clouyh  v.  Buck,  6  Neb.,  at  page  348, 
quotes  with  approval  the  doctrine  announced  in  Gregory 
v.  Bit/t/hm,  10  Cat.,  340,  which  says:  "From  the  very  na- 
ture of  a  promissory  note,  it  is  evident  that,  before  its 
maturity,  the  indebtedness  of  the  maker  thereon  cannot 
be  the  subject  of  attachment.  His  obligation  is  not  to  the 
payee  named  in  the  note,  but  to  the  holder,  whoever  he 
may  be.  From  its  negotiability,  it  may  often  pass  into 
the  possession  of  parties  entire  strangers  to  the  maker, 
and  even  if  held  by  the  defendant  at  the  time  of  garnish- 
ment, it  does  not  follow  that  it  would  be  in  his  hands  at 
its  m::tuii'.y,  and,  if  transferred  before  maturity  to  a  bona 
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fide  holder  it  could  be  enforced,  even  if  paid  upon  the  at- 
tachment." It  seems  clear  from  this  authority  that  the 
defendant  bank  was  not  liable  as  garnishee  in  the  cases 
in  which  it  was  summoned,  and  however  conclusive  the 
judgment  of  the  justice's  court  may  now  be  between  the 
parties  before  it,  it  was  rendered  without  adjudicating  the 
rights  of  the  indorsee  of  the  check,  and  hence  is  no  protec- 
tion to  the  garnishee  in  this  action.  As  this  judgment 
against  the  garnishee  would  not  protect  it  against  an  ac- 
tion by  the  indorsee  of  this  check  it  was  its  duty  to  appeal 
from  the  erroneous  judgment  of  the  justice  of  the  peace 
instead  of  paying  its  money  into  court.  Montague  v. 
Myers,  11  Heisk.  [Tenn.],  339;  Waples,  Attachment  and 
Garnishment,  page  515;  2  Wade,  Attachment,  sections 
458  and  481. 

We  therefore  conclude  that  the  judgment  of  the  learned 
trial  court  should  be  affirmed,  and  so  recommend. 

Babnes  and  Pound,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


Washington  County  v.  W.  E.  David  et  al. 

Piled  March  19,  1902.    No.  11,062. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Counties:    Bonus:    Lack  of  Autiioritt  to  Issue:    Estoppel  as  Sup- 
|  ply I no  Authority.     Where  bonds  of  a  county  are  issued  without 

any  authority,  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  county 
|  toward  bonds  so  issued  can  not  create  an  estoppel  which  will 

supply  this  want  of  original  authority. 

2.  Counties:    Issuance  op  Bonds:    Lomo  Acquiescence:    Construction. 

A  grant  of  power  to  a  county  to  issue  bonds  in  aid  of  Internal 
improvements,  If  seasonably  challenged,  should  be  strictly  con- 
strued; but  after  a  long  acquiescence  In  the  exercise  of  the  power, 
and  after  the  consideration  has  fully  passed  and  bonds  are  issued 
under  an  apparent  authority  which  have  passed  Into  the  hands  of. 
purchasers  for  value,  a  more  liberal  rule  of  construction  In  favor 
of  the  existence  of  the  power  should  be  applied. 

Ebeob  from  the  district  court  for  Washington  county. 
Tried  below  before  Bakes,  J.    Reversed  icith  directions. 
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Herman  Aye,  County  Attorney,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

F.  S.  Howell,  contra. 

B.  T,  White,  J.  B.  Sheean,  F.  Dolezal  arid  W.  J.  Court- 
right,  amid  curuE. 

Oldham,  C. 

On  the  9th  day  of  June,  1868,  an  election  was  held  in 
Washington  county,  Nebraska,  to  vote  on  a  proposition  to 
execute  and  deliver  bonds  of  the  said  county  to  the  Sioux 
City  &  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  the  sum  of  175,000. 
at  seven  per  cent,  interest,  payable  by  an  annual  levy  of 
one  mill  on  the  dollar  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  county 
until  the  debt  and  interest  should  be  paid.  This  proposi- 
tion received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at  such  election. 
The  election  was  held  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  9  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  1866.  After  the  election  the  road 
was  constructed ;  and,  its  construction  completed,  the  road 
was  put  in  operation  in  the  year  1869.  Before  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road  on  February  15,  1869,  an  act  was  passed  by 
the  territorial  legislature  giving  specific  power  to  issue 
bonds  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  any  railroad.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1870,  the  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Washing- 
ton county  in  regular  session  made  a  record  "finding  that 
the  railroad  had  been  completed  and  that  the  railroad  com- 
pany was  entitled  to  the  bonds  and  directed  the  bonds  to 
be  issued  and  signed  by  two  members  of  the  board,  naming 
'  them,  and  the  clerk  under  the  seal  of  the  said  county.  The 
bonds  were  accordingly  issued  and  delivered  to  the  rail- 
road company  and  sold  by  the  company  to  various  pur- 
chasers. From  the  time  of  the  issuance  and  delivery  of  the 
bonds  the  authorities  of  the  county  of  Washington  treated 
these  bonds  as  a  valid  and  binding  obligation  and  made  an 
annual  levy  of  one  mill  for  their  payment  as  provided  for 
in  the  contract  under  which  they  were  issued.  The  one  mill 
levy  being  insufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  the 
amount  of  th"  indebtedness  kept  on  accumulating  until  in 
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1899  the  entire  indebtedness  on  these  bonds  aggregated 
about  $  180,000.  In  May,  1899,  the  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners of  Washington  county  undertook  to  refund  these 
bonds  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  sections  38  and  39  of 
chapter  9  of  Compiled  Statutes  of  1899,  by  an  issue  of 
?100,000  of  refunding  bonds  bearing  three  and  three- 
fourths  per  cent,  interest,  payable  in  twenty  years,  to  be 
exchanged  for  these  outstanding  bonds.  Notice  of  this  pro- 
posed exchange  of  bonds  was  duly  given  and  a  time  ap- 
pointed for  taxpayers  to  make  their  objections,  as  provided 
by  section  39,  supra.  W.  E.  David  and  four  other  taxpay- 
ers filed  objections  to  the  refunding  of  these  bonds.  The 
substance  of  the  objections  was  that  the  bonds  had  been 
issued  without  any  authority  and  were  not  a  legal  obliga- 
tion of  the  county.  There  was  also  a  formal  objection  that 
the  bonds  had  been  signed  by  only  two  of  the  three  county 
commissioners.  The  matter  was  thereupon  certified  to  the 
district  court  for  Washington  county,  as  provided  by  sec- 
tion 39,  supra,  and  a  trial  was  had  to  one  of  the  judges  of 
this  court.  The  objections  were  sustained  and  the  bonds 
declared  to  have  been  issued  without  authority  and  illegal. 
The  board  of  county  commissioners  of  Washington  county 
immediately  served  notice  of  their  intention  to  appeal  to 
this  court,  as  provided  by  section  39,  supra,  and  the  cause 
is  now  here  for  final  adjudication. 

It  is  urged  for  our  serious  consideration  by  the  county 
attorney  of  Washington  county,  who  represents  the  com- 
missioners in  this  appeal,  that  these  bonds  have  been  ad- 
judged a  legal  and  binding  obligation  of  that  county  by 
the  United  States  court  of  appeals  in  the  recent  case  of 
Washington  County  v.  Williams,  111  Fed.  Rep.,  801,  and 
that  unless  a  decision  is  rendered  by  this  court  which  will 
authorize  the  refunding  of  these  bonds  under  the  favor- 
able proposition  now  submitted,  the  taxpayers  of  the 
county  will  either  be  subject  to  a  one  mill  levy  on  each  dol- 
lar of  their  assessed  valuation  for  an  indefinite  length  of 
time  or,  if,  as  is  more  probable,  the  taxable  wealth  of  the 
county  keeps  on  increasing  the  one  mill  levy  will  compel 
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them  to  pay  the  entire  amount  of  their  indebtedness  at  the 
high  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  interest. 

Looking  for  the  Authority  to  issue  these  bonds,  we  find 
all  that  then  existed  in  section  19  of  chapter  9  of  the  Ter- 
ritorial Laws  of  Nebraska  in  the  revision  of  1866,  which 
is  as  follows :  "The  said  commissioners  shall  have  power 
to  submit  to  the  people  of  the  county,  at  any  regular  or 
special  election,  the  question  whether  the  county  will  bor- 
row money  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  public  buildings, 
the  question  whether  the  county  will  aid  or  construct  any 
road  or  bridge,  or  to  submit  to  the  people  of  the  county  any 
question  involving  an  extraordinary  outlay  of  money  by 
the  county ;  and  said  commissioners  may  aid  any  enterprise 
designed  for  the  benefit  of  the  county  as  aforesaid,  when- 
ever a  majority  of  the  people  thereof  shall  be  in  favor  of 
the  proposition,  as  provided  in  this  section."  Now,  unless 
the  issue  of  these  bonds  is  authorized  by  a  proper  construc- 
tion of  this  section  of  the  territorial  statute  it  is  wholly 
wanting.  If  there  was  no  authority  in  existence  at  the 
time  the  election  for  these  bonds  was  held  to  vote  aid  to  a 
railroad  company,  it  would  be  very  unsafe  to  say  that  be- 
cause an  act  was  passed,  after  the  election  was  held  and 
before  the  road  was  actually  completed  and  the  bonds  is- 
sued, that  did  clearly  confer  a  right  to  issue  bonds  of  this 
nature,  that  this  subsequent  act  would  support  the  validity 
of  an  election  held  a  year  before  it  came  into  existence. 

The  question  then  arises  as  to  what  rule  of  construction 
we  should  apply  to  the  territorial  statute  above  quoted, 
which  was  in  force  at  the  time  the  election  for  these  bonds 
was  held.  Should  it  be  construed  strictly  and  all  doubts 
resolved  against  its  power  to  issue  these  bonds ;  or,  should 
a  more  liberal  rule  be  applied,  in  view  of  the  conduct  of 
the  county,  through  the  action  of  its  officers,  in  treating 
this  obligation  as  binding  for  a  long  period  of  time?  We 
hate  no  doubt  that  if  there  was  an  entire  want  of  power  to 
issue  these  bonds,  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  officers 
of  the  county  toward  the  bonds  so  issued  could  not  create 
an  estoppel  which  would  supply  their  want  of  original. 
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authority.  We  are  inclined  to  the  view  that  a  more  liberal 
rule  is  indulged  in  resolving  doubts  as  to  the  existence  of 
power  to  issue  bonds  when  the  consideration  for  the  bonds 
has  been  received  by  the  municipality  and  the  bonds,  even 
though  non-negotiable,  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  pur- 
chasers for  value  and  their  validity  is  not  seasonably  ques- 
tioned than  would  be  indulged  in  if  the  question  of  the 
want  of  power  is  challenged  before  or  even  immediately 
after  the  issue  of  the  bonds.  This  theory  of  construction 
is  supported  by  a  long  line  of  decisions  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.  Atchison  Board  of  Education 
v.  Dv  Kay,  148  U.  S.,  591 ;  Mayer  v.  Dennison,  69  Fed.  Rep., 
58;  Portsmouth  Savings  Bank  v.  City  of  Springfield,  4 
Fed.  Rep.,  276;  Supervisors  v.  Schenk,  5  Wall.  [U.  8.], 
.  772.  And  the  same  rule  has  been  sanctioned  by  most  of  the 
courts  of  last  resort  of  the  several  states.  Leavcntcorth , 
L.  A  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Commissioners,  18  Kan.,  170;  Society  for 
Savings  v.  City  of  New  Jjondon,  29  Conn.,  175;  State  v. 
Van  Horn,  70  Ohio  St.,  330;  Barrett  v.  County  Court  of 
Schuyler  County,  44  Mo.,  198.  Our  own  court  commends 
this  rule  in  its  decision  in  Cook  v.  City  of  Beatrice,  32  Neb., 
80.  If,  then,  we  should  apply  a  liberal  rule  of  construction 
to  the  powers  granted  in  the  territorial  statute  above 
cited,  and  should  resolve  doubts  in  .favor  of  instead/ of 
against  the  power  because  of  the  long  acquiescence  in  and 
acknowledgment  of  the  validity  of  these  bonds  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  county  and  because  the  consideration  has  fnlly 
passed  for  which  the  bonds  were  issued,  we  can,  without  a 
strained  construction,  say  that  the  power  conferred  to 
submit  the  question  "whether  the  county  will  aid  or  con- 
struct any  road  or  bridge"  can  be  construed  to  be  broad 
enough  to  include  aid  to  be  voted  to  a  railroad.  Without 
entering  into  a  discussion  that  would  be  more  profitable 
to  lexicographers  than  to  courts  as  to  the  exact  meaning 
and  signification  of  the  word  "road"  as  used  in  this  statute, 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  courts  themselves  have  differed 
as  to  whether  the  word  "road,"  in  its  generic  use,  is  suffi- 
cient to  include  a  railroad. 
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The  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Indiana  in  two  cases, 
The  Evansville,  I.  &  C.  S.  L.  R.  Go.  v.  The  City  of  Evan*- 
vilte,  15  Ind.,  395;  and  City  of  Aurora  v.  West,  9  Ind.,  74, 
held  that  the  word  "road"  in  its  generic  sense  includes  a 
railroad.  To  the  same  effect  is  the  holding  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  in  Van  Hoxtrup  v.  Madison 
City,  1  Wall.  [VS.  8.],  291. 

The  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  in  the  case  of  Dubuque 
County  v.  Dubuque  &  P.  R.  Co.,  4  O.  Greene  [la.],  4,  held 
to  the  same  effect;  but  this  case  was  subsequently  over- 
ruled in  the  caBe  of  Stokes  «.  County  of  Scott,  10  la.,  166. 

This  then  leaves  the  question  in  some  doubt,  and  had 
the  question  of  this  authority  been  seasonably  challenged 
before  the  bonds  were  issued  it  would  certainly  have  been 
entitled  to  very  serious  consideration,  but,  as  we  view  it, 
in  harmony  with  the  authorities  cited  we  should  now  re- 
solve this  doubt  in  favor  of  the  existence  of  the  authority. 
As  this  was  the  only  question  presented  for  our  considera- 
tion, and  the  only  one  relied  upon  by  the  objectors,  it  is 
recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be 
reversed,  and  that  the  cause  be  remanded  with  directions 
to  the  district  court  to  enter  a  judgment  declaring  the 
amount  owing  upon  such  bonds  as  of  the  day  that  such 
finding  of  validity  is  made. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  with  directions  to  the  district  court  to 
enter  a  judgment  declaring  the  amount  owing  upon  such 
bonds  as  of  the  day  that  such  finding  of  validity  is  made. 

Reversed  with  directions. 
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Filed  Mabch  19,  1902.    No.  11,174. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 


2.  Judgments:  Res  Judicata:  Application.  The  doctrine  of  ret  judi- 
cata applies  only  to  final  Judgments,  not  to  Interlocutory  Judg- 
ments or  orders,  which  the  court  may  vacate  or  modify  upon  a 
further  hearing. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Boone  county. 
Tried  below  before  Thompson,  J.    Affirmed. 

Baldrige  &  De  Bord,  for  appellant. 

J.  A.  Price,  contra. 

Albert,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  by  Jennie  C.  Smith  against 
Darwin  B.  Smith  and  others  to  foreclose  a  mortgage,  ex- 
ecuted to  her  by  the  said  Darwin  B.  Smith  and  his  wife, 
on  certain  real  estate  in  Boone  county.  The  defendants 
made  default,  and  a  decree  of  foreclosure  was  entered  as 
prayed.  Within  the  statutory  time  the  defendant,  Dar- 
win B.  Smith,  filed  a  request  for  stay.  Thereafter  he  filed 
a  petition  in  the  district  court,  asking  that  the  plaintiff  be 
restrained  from  proceeding  to  a  sale  under  her  decree  of 
foreclosure,  that  said  decree  he  set  aside,  and  that  he  be 
permitted  to  defend.  Issue  was  joined  in  this  second 
case,  and  trial  was  had  which  resulted  in  a  decree  whereby 
the  decree  in  the  foreclosure  case  was  vacated,  and  leave 
granted  the  said  defendant  to  appear  in  that  case  and 
make  his  defense.  It  was  further  provided  in  said  decree 
that  the  two  cases  be  consolidated,  permitting  the  parties 
thereto  to  have  an  adjudication  of  such  defenses  as  they 
might  have.     Afterward,  in  defense  of  the  foreclosure 
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case,  the  said  defendant  pleaded,  that  the  only  considera- 
tion for  the  mortgage  was  the  execution  and  delivery  of  a 
deed  of  'conveyance,  by  the  plaintiff  to  him,  of  an  un- 
divided one-half  of  the  mortgaged  premises^  that  her  title 
thereto  was  based  on  a  deed  executed  and  delivered  to 
her  by  her  husband,  now  deceased,  in  his  lifetime,  who,  at 
the  time  of  such  conveyance,  was  the  owner  of  the  same 
in  fee  simple;  that  plaintiff's  deed  to  the  defendant  con- 
tained the  usual  covenants  of  warranty  of  title;  that  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance,  to  the  plaintiff  by  her  hus- 
band, of  the  said  premises,  be  was  of  unsound  mind  and 
lacked  sufficient  mental  capacity  to  execute  such  convey- 
ance; that,  therefore,  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  by  the 
plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  she  had  no  title  to  the  premises 
in  question,  and  consequently  there  was  a  breach  of  her 
covenants  of  warranty.  The  mental  capacity  of  plaintiff's 
grantor,  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  his  deed  to  her,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  only  question  of  fact  tried  in  the 
case.  There  was  a  finding  and  decree  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  defendant,  Darwin  B.  Smith,  brings  the  case  here 
on  appeal. 

It  is  strenuously  urged  that  the  evidence  is  wholly  in- 
sufficient to  sustain  a  finding  that  the  plaintiff's  grantor 
had  mental  capacity  to  execute  the  deed  hereinbefore 
mentioned.  To  set  out  at  length  the  evidence  bearing  upon 
this  point  would  serve  no  useful  purpose.  We  have  ex- 
amined it  with  some  care.  While  we  are  satisfied,  from 
a  reading  of  the  testimony,  that  the  grantor  was  not  of 
perfectly  sound  mind  at  the  time,  yet,  whether  he  had 
sufficient  mental  capacity  to  understand,  in  a  reasonable 
manner,  the  nature  and  effect  of  such  conveyance,  is  a 
question  upon  which,  from  the  evidence,  reasonable  minds 
might  easily  differ;  consequently,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  finding  of  the  court,  upon  this  point,  is  not  sustained 
hy  sufficient  evidence. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  appellant,  that,  as  in  the  action 
brought  to  restrain  the  plaintiff  from  proceeding  under 
her  first  decree  of  foreclosure,  the  court  found  that  her 
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grantor  was  insane  at  the  time  he  executed  the  deed  to 
her,  the  question  of  Mb  insanity  in  the  last  trial  was  res 
judicata.  But  from  the  fact  that  that  action  was  con- 
solidated with  the  present  one;  that  it  was  expressly  pro- 
vided in  that  decree  that  the  first  decree  of  foreclosure 
should  be  vacated  and  the  defendant  be  let  in  to  defend ; 
and  that  the  sole  issue  tried  at  the  last  hearing  was  the 
mental  capacity  of  such  grantor,  shows  conclusively  that 
the  decree,  vacating  the  original  decree  of  foreclosure,  was 
interlocutory  only  and  so  intended  by  the  trial  court.  It 
was  not  a  final  decree,  for,  from  its  very  nature,  the  court 
reserved  the  issues  therein  involved  for  further  considera- 
tion upon  a  fuller  hearing,  and,  consequently,  the  power 
to  vacate  or'modii,   such  decree  thereupon. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  GC,  concur. 


Edwin  Jeaby  v.  The  American  Exchange  Bank  et  al. 

Filed  march  19,  1902.    No.  11,211. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Garnishment :    Affidavit  fob  Sokhqss:     Sufficiency.     An  affidavit 

for  a  summons  In  garnishment  examined,  and  held  fatally  de- 
fective. 

2.  Garnishment:    ApnvAvrr:    Reoital  of  Agency.    The  better  practice 

requires  the  fact  of  agency  In  an  affidavit  for  attachment  or 
garnishment  to  be  sworn  to  by  the  affiant  and  not  set  out  by  way 
of  recital  merely. 

Eeboe  from  the  district  court  for  Cass  county.     Tried 
below  before  Ramsey,  J.    Reversed. 

Edwin  Jeary,  Jesse  L.  Root  and  Allen  Beeson  for  plain- 
tiff in  error. 

William  Deles  Dernier  and  H.  D.  Travis,  contra. 
46 
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The  principal  question  in  this  rase  is  the  sufficiency  of 
an  affidavit  as  a  basis  for  garnishment  proceedings  after 
judgment.    The  affidavit  is  in  the  following  form  : 
"Ambeican  Exchange  Bank,  a  Corporation,  } 

v"  f 

L.  W.  Meyers,  first  name  unknown.  ) 

"American  Exchange  Bank,  by  W.  S.  Waters,  cashier, 
plaintiff  in  the"  above  entitled  action,  being  first  duly 
sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  12th  day  of  May,  1896, 
plaintiff  recovered  a  judgment  against  L.  W.  Meyers,  de- 
fendant, for  the  sum  of  $66.54  and  $3.45  costs  in  an  action 
pending  before  John  Clements,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Cass  connty,  and  that  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1896,  an  exe- 
cution was  duly  issued  on  said  judgment  and  delivered  to 
Charles  Rivett,  constable  of  said  county,  and  was  by  him 
on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1896,  returned  wholly  unsatisfied, 
as  no  property  was  found  upon  which  to  levy.  Affiant  fur- 
ther states  that  he  has  good  reason  to,  and  does  believe, 
that  Edwin  Jeary  and  M.  D.  Wells  &  Co.  have  properly  of, 
and  are  indebted  and  have  property  in  their  possession  and 
under  their  control  by  virtue  of  a  chattel  mortgage  of  said 
L.  W.  Meyers.  W.  S.  Waterb,  Cashier. 

"Subscribed  in  my  presence  and  sworn  to  before  me  this 
5th  day  of  June,  1896.  John  Clements, 

"Justice  of  the  Peace." 

In  our  opinion  the  affidavit  is  fatally  defective.  It  no- 
where appears  in  the  affidavit  that  Waters,  cashier,  made 
oath  to  the  same.  On  its  face  it  purports  to  he  the  affidavit 
of  the  American  Exchange  Bank  and  not  of  any  individ- 
ual. It  is  entirely  clear  that  no  indictment  for  perjury 
could  be  sustained  against  Waters  for  any  false  statement 
contained  therein,  and  this,  as  we  understand,  is  the  prin- 
cipal test  of  the  sufficiency  of  an  affidavit  of  that  char- 
acter. We  have  been  referred  to  the  case  of  Moline.  Mil- 
burn  &  Stoddard  Go.  v.  Curtis,  38  Neb.,  520,  as  authority 
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in  support  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavit  in  this  case. 
An  examination  will  show  that  there  is  no  similarity.  It 
distinctly  appears  from  the  affidavit  in  the  case  referred 
to  that  it  was  the  affidavit  of  S.  W.  Croy,  the  agent  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  action.  And  such  also  was  the  case  in 
Whipple  v.  Hill,  36  Neb.,  720;  Rudolf  v.  McDonald,  6 
Neb.,  163;  Tessier  v.  Englchart,  18  Neb.,  167,  and  Janscn 
v.  Mundt,  20  Neb.,  320.  In  all  of  these  cases  it  distinctly 
appears  that  the  same  was  sworn  to  by  the  party  subscrib- 
ing the  same.  Our  statute,  section  244,  Oode  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, requires  the  affidavit  to  be  made  by  the  judgment 
creditor,  his  agent  or  attorney.  While  the  question  has 
never  been  directly  passed  upon  in  this  state,  we  believe 
the  better  practice  is  to  require  the  fact  of  agency  to  be 
sworn  to  as  other  matters  of  fact,  and  not  inserted  in  the 
affidavit  as  a  mere  recital.  Miller  v.  Adams,  52  N.  Y.,  409, 
is  cited  as  an  authority  to  the  effect  that  the  agent  or  at- 
torney making  the  affidavit  need  not  swear  to  his  author- 
ity. We  think  the  case  went  no  further  than  to  hold  that 
where  the  affidavit  was  made  by  an  attorney  who  con- 
ducted the  case,  his  authority  would  be  presumed  in  that 
matter,  as  in  other  matters  connected  with  his  appear- 
ance. Where  the  whole  record  taken  together  discloses 
that  the  affiant  is  the  plaintiff  or  agent  or  attorney  of  the 
plaintiff,  it  is  undoubtedly  sufficient;  but  in  this  case  the 
record,  outside  of  the  affidavit,  is  silent  as  to  Waters  or  his 
relations  to  the  bank. 

In  Tensier  v.  Englehart,  18  Neb.,  167,  it  is  intimated 
that  the  affidavit  must  show,  not  by  way  of  recital,  but  as 
one  of  the  facts  to  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  the  affiant, 
that  he  is  either  plaintiff  or  agent  or  attorney  of  the  plain- 
tiff. We  do  not,  however,  place  our  decision  upon  this 
ground,  but  upon  the  ground  that  the  affidavit,  or  rather 
the  want  of  an  affidavit,  was  fatal  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  justice.  The  garnishee  might  waive  tlie  invalidity  of 
the  affidavit  and  subject  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  but  he  could  not  by  an  appearance  give  the  court 
jurisdiction  over  any  property  of  the  defendant  in  the 
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garnishment  proceedings  or,  by  his  appearance,  confer 
upon  the  justice  jurisdiction  over  effects  or  property  of 
the  defendant  in  his  hands,  jurisdiction  of  which  the  stat- 
utes provide  must  he  acquired  by  affidavit  setting  out  par- 
ticular facts. 

In  Steen  v.  Norton,  45  Wib.,  412,  the  court  said :  "In 
the  special  statutory  proceedings  of  garnishment,  attach- 
ment as  mesne  process,  replevin,  and  the  like,  in  justices' 
courts,  the  justice  acquires  jurisdiction  of  the  proceeding 
only  by  compliance  with  the  statutory  conditions;  and 
where  there  is  no  such  compliance  on  plaintiffs  part,  a 
voluntary  appearance  by  defendant,  and  submission  of 
his  person  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  can  not  waive 
the  defect."  This  court  announced  the  same  rule  in  State 
i>.  Duncan,  37  Neb.,  631.  The  second  paragraph  of  the  syl- 
labus of  the  opinion  is  as  follows :  "In  order  that  proceed- 
ings in  garnishment  may  be  pleaded  against  third  parties, 
it  must  affirmatively  appear  from  the  record  that  the  steps 
were  taken  necessary  to  confer  jurisdiction,  and  a  volun: 
tary  appearance  and  answer'by  the  garnishee  does  not  sup- 
ply the  place  of  such  jurisdictional  proceedings." 

We  believe  that  on  the  merits  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  was  right,  and  we  would,  were  it  possible  with- 
out violating  what  we  believe  to  be  fundamental,  legal 
principles,  affirm  the  judgment.  A  proceeding  in  garnish- 
ment by  which  the  plaintiff  in  an  action  seeks  to  reach  the 
rights  and  effects  of  the  defendant  by  calling  into  court 
some  third  party  who  has  such  effects  in  his  possession  or 
who  is  indebted  to  the  defendant  is  an  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding, and  is  maintainable  only  because  the  statute  gives 
that  right.  The  authorities  all  agree  that  before  the  right 
can  be  exercised,  before  the  court  can  take  jurisdiction  and 
proceed  in  the  matter,  all  steps  prescribed  by  statute  must 
be  strictly  observed.  The  reasoning  of  Judge  Ryan  in 
Steen  v.  Norton,  supra,  is  irresistible  and  conclusive  upon 
this  question,  and  this  court  in  State  v.  Duncan,  supra,  has 
announced  its  concurrence  in  his  views.  We  think  the 
question  is  not  an  open  one,  and  following  the  rule  hereto- 
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fore  announced  by  this  court,  we  recommend  that  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  be  reversed. 

Ames  and  Albebt,  CO.,  concur. 

Rhvbbsbd  and  remanded. 


'     The  County  op  Grbelby  v.  F.  and  A.  Gbbhardx. 

Filed  Maboh  19,  1902.    No.  11,237. 

Com  ml  est  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Counties;    Review  of  Claim:    Notice  or  Appeal:    Statutes.    Where 

a  claim  has  been  disallowed  by  the  county  commissioners  and  a 
notice  of  appeal  given  to  the  county  clerk  within  the  time  Lim- 
ited by  statute,  an  Indorsement  upon  such  notice  as  follows:  "I 
hereby  accept  service  of  tbe  within  notice,"  Is  sufficient  proof  that 
the  service  of  the  notice  has  been  made. 

2.  Evidence:    Value  of  Pbopebty:    Qualification  of  Witnesses.    Resi- 

dent owners  of  farm  property  in  the  particular  locality,  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  land  In  question,  are  qualified  to  testify  as  to 
Its  value,  although  no  recent  sales  have  been  made  In  the  locality 
upon  which  to  base  the  estimate  of  value. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Greeley  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kendall,  J.  ■  Affirmed. 

J.  R.  Swain,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Scott  &  Howard,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

The  defendants  in  error  filed  a  claim  with  the  county 
commissioners  of  Greeley  county  for  damages  sustained 
by  them  by  reason  of  the  establishment  of  a  public  road 
along  and  through  certain  lands  owned  by  the  defendants 
in  error.  The  damages  claimed  arise  out  of  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  purposes  of  the  road  of  about  four  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  the  defendants  in  error,  and  also  by 
reason  of  having  to  move  a  fence  along  the  north  and  west 
sides  of  said  land.    The  board  allowed  the  claim  to  the 
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amount  of  (32,  and  disallowed  the  balance,  from  which 
decision  the  defendants  in  error  appealed  to  the  district 
court.  In  the  district  court  a  jury  was  waived  and  a  trial 
had  to  the  court,  which  found  that  there  was  due  to  the 
defendants  in  error  from  the  plaintiff  in  error  upon  the 
account  set  forth  in  the  petition  the  sum  of  (90,  and  or- 
dered that  the  cause  be  remanded  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners for  payment.  From  this  judgment  the  plaintiff  in 
error  has  brought  the  case  to  this  court  by  proceedings  in 
error. 

It  is  contended  by  the  plaintiff  in  error  that  the  court 
had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  parties  because  no  notice  of 
appeal  was  ever  served  upon  the  county  clerk  as  required 
by  law.  There  is  no  dispute  that  the  notice  of  appeal  was 
given  to  the  county  clerk  within  the  time  limited  by  stat- 
ute The  principal  point,  however,  sought  to  be  made  is 
that  the  clerk  was  not  served  with  the  notice  of  appeal. 
The  manner  of  taking  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the 
county  board  in  this  class  of  cases  is  regulated  by  section 
39  of  chapter  78  of  the  Compiled  Statutes,  which,  in  sn 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  subject  now  under  discussion,  is  as 
follows :  "but  notice  of  such  appeal  must  be  served  on  the 
county  clerk  within  twenty  days  after  the  decision  is 
made."  A  notice  of  appeal  was  made  out  and  given  to  the 
county  clerk,  who  wrote  thereon  the  following  indorse- 
ment :  "I  hereby  accept  service  of  the  within  notice. 
James  Pox,  County  Clerk."  The  legal  effect  of  this  ac- 
ceptance of  service  merely  obviated  tbe  necessity  of  fur- 
ther proof  that  the  notice  of  the  appeal  had  been  given 
to  the  clerk.  The  object  of  the  notice  of  the  appeal 
is  to  apprise  the  county  as  a  body  corporate  that  an 
appeal  has  been  taken,  so  that  it  may  through  its  proper 
officers  prepare  for  trial.  The  notice  of  the  appeal  within 
the  time  limited  by  statute  has  been  held  to  be  indispen- 
sable to  the  right  to  exercise  it.  Richardson  County  v. 
Mih'tt,  14  Neb.,  311.  The  notice  of  the  appeal  could  be 
nerved  by  a  simple  delivery  of  the  notice  to  the  county 
clerk,  as  was  done  in  this  case.     The  proof  that  it  was 
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served  could  be  made  by  the  return  of  the  officer  serving  it 
or  by  the  affidavit  of  the  party  making  the  service,  if  he 
were  not  an  officer.  We  see  no  valid  reason  why  the 
party  upon  whom  the  service  is  made  may  not  furnish  the 
proof  of  service  by  an  acknowledgment  or  acceptance  of 
the  service. 

It  was  also  contended  that  it  was  error  to  permit  cer- 
tain witnesses,  including  one  of  the  defendants  in  error, 
to  testify  as  to  the  value  of  the  land  taken.  The  witnesses 
referred  to  were  fanners  living  in  the  vicinity  who  knew 
the  land  in  question  and,  in  the  case  of  the  defendant  in 
error,  resided  upon  the  land.  They  knew  of  no  recent 
sales  in  that  vicinity,  in  fact  none  had  been  made  for 
several  years,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  urged  they  were  not 
qualified  to  give  testimony  as  to  its  value.  It  is  a  well 
recognized  rule  that  to  qualify  a  witness  to  give  testi- 
mony concerning  the  value  of  land  he  must  be  shown  to 
possess  some  knowledge  upon  the  subject;  it  would  seem, 
however,  that  the  amount  or  scope  of  his  knowledge  would 
relate  more  to  the  weight  and  effect  which  should  be  ac- 
corded to  his  testimony,  rather  than  to  the  right  to  give  it. 

In  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  B.  Co.  v.  Shafer,  49  Neb.,  at  page  31, 
this  court,  in  discussing  this  question  said:  "It  is  suffi- - 
cient  that  resident  owners  of  land  in  a  farming  neighbor- 
hood have  generally  been  held  competent  witnesses  to  the 
value  of  real  estate  in  such  community.  In  a  leading  case 
upon  the  subject,  Robertson  v.  Knapp,  35  N.  Y.,  91,  the 
witnesses,  all  of  whom  were  residents  of  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  some  being  engaged  in  farming  and  others 
retired  farmers,  were  held  competent  without  further 
showing.  In  the  opinion  it  is  said:  'There  are  no  certain 
data  which,  if  given,  will  fix  the  value  of  land.  The  same 
data  will  produce  widely  different  results  as  to  the  value, 
depending,  perhaps,  on  location  and  the  use  to  which  it 
can  be  applied,  or  apon  the  demand.  The  value  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  is  usually  understood  by  all  of  the  residents 
of  a  farming  neighborhood,  without  respect  to  occupation.' 
The  opinion  of  such  a  witness  may  not  be  the  best  or  most 
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satisfactory  evidence  attainable,  and  yet  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  of  persons  better  qualified  to  testify  upon  the 
subject  of  the  value  of  farming  lands  than  resident  own- 
ers of  like  property  in  the  particular  locality.  It  is,  to  say 
the  least,  competent  evidence,  its  weight  or  probative 
force  to  be  determined  by  the  jury  and  depending  upon 
the  facts  of  the  particular  case." 

•  In  our  opinion  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  is  amply 
sustained  by  the  evidence,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 


Joseph  G.  Six>an,  Sheriff   op    Pawnee    County,  Ne- 
braska, v.  Rebecca  Fist. 

Filed  March  19.  1902.    No.  11,242. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Instructions.      Instructions    ex- 

'  2.  Replevin:  Admission  and  Exclusion  op  Evidence  No  Error.  The 
action  of  the  trial  court  In  admitting  and  excluding  testimony. 
approved. 
3.  Replevin:  Failure  to  Give  undertaking:  Measure  or  Damages. 
Where  a  plaintiff  in  replevin  tails  to  give  an  undertaking  and 
the  action  proceeds  under  section  193  of  the  Civil  Code,  the 
measure  of  plaintiff's  damage  Is  the  value  of  the  property  taken, 
with  seven  per  cent,  interest  from  the  time  of  the  wrongful  taking. 
*.  Replevin:  Failure  to  Give  Undertaking:  Alternative  Judgheut 
Without  Prejudice.  In  such  an  action  the  Judgment  should  be 
for  the  amount  of  damages  found  due  the  plaintiff  by  the  verdict 
of  the  Jury  and  should  not  be  for  the  return  of  the  property;  but 
where  a  judgment  Is  entered  in  the  alternative  for  the  return  of 
the  property  or  the  damages  assessed,  the  defendant  can  not  com- 
plain of  such  an  irregularity  In  the  form  of  the  judgment,  because 
It  la  without  prejudice  to  bim. 

Error    from    the   district    court    for    Pawnee    county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.    Affirmed. 
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Story  d-  Story,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Francis  Martin  and  Lindsay  <£  Roper,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  a  suit  in  replevin  instituted  by  Rebecca  Fist 
against  the  sheriff  of  Pawnee  county,  Nehraska,  for  a 
stock  of  goods  held  by  the  sheriff  under  attachment  writs 
sued  out  against  Herman  Fist.  The  only  question  in- 
volved is  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  goods.  Plaintiff,  Re- 
becca Fist,  having  failed  to  procure  a  bond  for  the  delivery 
of  the  goods,  the  sheriff  retained  possession  of  the  stock 
and  the  action  proceeded  as  one  for  damages  for  the  value 
of  the  goods  taken.  Plaintiff  had  judgment  iu  the  court 
below,  and  defendant  sheriff  brings  error  to  this  court 

A  former  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  cause 
was  reviewed  on  error  in  this  court  and  the  judgment 
reversed  for  errors  committed  by  the  trial  court  in  the  ad- 
mission of  testimony.  See  Sloan  v.  Fist,  53  Neb.,  691,  74 
N.  W.  Rep.,  45.  The  facts  connected  with  the  alleged  pur- 
chase of  the  stock  of  goods  in  dispute  by  plaintiff,  Rebecca 
Fist,  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  opinion  by  Irvine,  C,  in  this 
rase  at  its  former  hearing  and  need  not  be  again  stated. 
The  evidence  introduced  in  support  of  the  judgment  which 
we  are  asked  to  again  review  is  in  all  essentials  the  same 
as  that  introduced  at  the  first  trial  of  the  canse,  the  only 
material  additions  being  the  testimony  introduced  neces- 
sary to  cure  the  defect  in  the  admission  of  the  checks  of 
Herman  Fist  with  the  indorsement  thereon  "Chg.  R. 
Fist  a-c." 

A  large  portion  of  the  brief  filed  in  behalf  of  plaintiff 
in  error  is  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
evidence  to  sustain  the  verdict  A  careful  examination 
of  the  testimony  offered  in  the  trial  below  leads  us  to  the 
conclusion  that  much  competent  testimony  was  introduced 
in  behalf  of  Rebecca  Fist  strongly  tending  to  show  the 
absolute  good  faith  of  her  purchase  for  a  valuable  consid- 
eration of  the  stock  of  goods  in  dispute.    The  court  gave 
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ten  instructions  at  the  request  of  plaintiff  in  error  on  the 
question  of  the  bona  fides  of  this  purchase.  These  instruc- 
tions were  drawn  as  favorably  for  the  contention  of  plain- 
tiff in  error  as  it  was  possible  for  the  learned  and  able 
counsel  that  represented  him  to  construct  them,  and  it 
Beema  to  us  as  though  they  contained  everything,  pre 
sen  ted  in  the  most  favorable  manner,  that  the  plaintiff  in 
error  was  entitled  to  at  the  hands  of  the  trial  court. 

Five  instructions  were  given  at  the  request  of  counsel 
for  Rebecca  Fist  and  objection  is  only  made  to  one  of 
these  instructions  in  the  brief  of  plaintiff  in  error.  This 
was  an  instruction  that  treated  of  the  rights  of  relatives 
to  deal  with  each  other.  It  is  not  contended  that  this  in- 
struction contained  anything  within  itself  that  was  in- 
herently wrong,  but  it  is  merely  suggested  that  it  might 
have  led  the  jury  to  believe  that  if  Rebecca  Fist  had  any 
interest  in  the  goods  either  as  owner  or  mortgagee,  and 
had  procured  the  same  by  a  fair  course  of  dealing  with 
her  brother-in-law,  then  she  would  be  entitled  to  recover 
in  this  action.  We  do  not  think  that  the  instruction  could 
have  led  the  jury  to  any  such  a  conclusion  as  this,  for  it 
was  and  should  have  been  construed  in  connection  with  all 
the  other  instructions  given;  and  the  other  instructions 
told  the  jury  that  she  claimed  the  goods  as  the  owner  of 
the  stock  by  purchase  from  Herman  Fist,  and  all  the  evi- 
dence introduced  on  her  behalf  tended  to  support  this 
contention. 

A  laxge  number  of  vague  and  uncertain  allegations  of 
error  of  the  trial  court  in  the  admission  of  evidence  are 
dimly  outlined  in  the  brief  of  plaintiff  in  error.  Many  of 
these  allegations  are  so  indefinite  and  uncertain  in  the 
manner  presented  that  we  are  hardly  justified  in  exam- 
ining into  them  at  all.  But,  nevertheless,  we  have  investi- 
gated the  record  of  the  trial  court  in  its  holdings  and  arc 
fully  convinced  that  there  is  little  of  error  and  nothing 
of  prejudice  in  ite  rulings  on  the  admission  and  exclusion 
of  evidence.  The  court  gave  the  plaintiff  in  error  the 
widest  and  most  liberal  range  in  his  cross-examination  of 
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the  witnesses  who  testified  in  behalf  of  Rebecca  Fist  and 
in  no  manner  obstructed  their  thorough  and  searching  in- 
vestigation of  every  fact  and  circumstance  that  in  the 
remotest  manner  tended  to  discredit  the  good  faith  of  her 
transactions  with  Herman  Fist.  Much  evidence  offered 
by  plaintiff  in  error  that  was  very  remote  in  its  bearing 
on  the  question  at  issue  was  admitted  by  the  trial  court 
and  nothing  was  excluded  except  such  as  was' plainly  and 
clearly  incompetent  and  immaterial. 

It  is  urged  by  counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  that  the 
judgment  rendered  by  the  trial  court  is  excessive  and  is 
contrary  to  law.  As  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  this 
cause,  Rebecca  Fist,  the  plaintiff  in  the  lower  court,  failed 
to  give  a  replevin  undertaking  and  the  action  proceeded 
as  one  for  damages  under  section  193  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure.  The  court  instructed  the  jury  that  if  it  found 
for  plaintiff,  the  measure  of  her  damages  should  be  the 
value  of  the  property  at  the  time  it  was  taken,  with  interest 
from  the  time  of  taking  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent.  This 
was  clearly  the  correct  rule  by  which  her  damage  should 
be  measured.  Under  this  instruction  the  jury  returned  a 
verdict  for  plaintiff  for  the  value  of  the  property  as  shown 
by  the  evidence  and  seven  per  cent  interest  from  the  time 
of  taking.  On  this  verdict  the  court  entered  an  alternative 
judgment  providing  for  either  a  return  of  the  property  or 
a  judgment  for  the  damages  as  returned  by  the  verdict.  So 
much  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  as  provided  for  a  return 
of  the  property  was  plainly  unwarranted  by  the  law.  The 
judgment  should  have  responded  to  the  verdict  and  have 
been  for  damages  alone.  Philleo  v.  McDonald,  27  Neb., 
142,  42  N.  W.  Rep.,  904.  But  we  can  not  see  how  the 
plaintiff  in  error  could  be  in  any  manner  injured  by  this 
alternative  judgment,  as  it  only  gave  him  an  election  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled  in  the  manner  in  which  he  might 
satisfy  the  judgment.  In  the  case  of  Philleo  v.  McDonald, 
supra,  the  complaint  was  made  by  the  defendant  in  the 
lower  court  because  the  court  refused  to  enter  an  alterna- 
tive judgment  in  a  case  similar  to  this,  and  the  court  held, 
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and  rightly  too,  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  have  such  judg- 
ment entered.  While  it  is  clear  that  the  action  of  the 
court  in  rendering  an  alternative  judgment  in  this  case 
was  erroneous,  yet  it  is  equally  clear  that  its  action  was 
in  nowise  prejudicial  to  the  plaintiff  in  error.  Plaintiff 
in  error  simply  got  more  than  he  deserved  by  this  judg- 
ment and  of  this  he  should  not  complain. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Ralph  R.  Osgood,  appellee,  v.  Nelson  Westover,  appel- 
lant, Impleaded  with  Mae*  Carman  et  ajl,  ap- 
pellees. 

Piud  Mabch  19,  1902.    No.  11,260. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Taxation:  Fobfclohurf.  of  Lim:  Limitation  of  Actions.  When  land 
has  been  sold  for  taxes  and  the  suit  to  foreclose  the  Hen  therefor 
Is  not  instituted  within  five  years  from  the  expiration  of  the 
time  to  redeem,  the  lien  Is  extinguished  and  ceases  to  be  a  charge 
upon  the  land.  The  statute  In  that  respect  does  not  merely  oper- 
ate to  defeat  the  remedy,  but  limits  the  duration  of  the  lien  Itself. 
Alexander  v.  Shaffer,  38  Neb.,  812,  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Frost,  J.    Affirmed. 

E.  H.  Wooley,  for  appellant. 

'Wilson-  &  Brown,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  by  a  cross-petitioner  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  dismissing  his  cross-petition  in 
a  foreclosure  proceeding  in  the  court  below.  The  cross- 
petition  was  filed  for  the  purpose  of  foreclosing  a  tax  lien 
based  on  four  tax  certificates  alleged  to  have  been  pur- 
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chased  by  the  cross-petitioner.  These  tax  certificates  were 
dated  November  20,  1890.  The  petition  in  this  case  was 
not  filed  until  November  3,  1898,  and  the  cross-petition  of 
appellant  was  not  filed  until  January  i,  1899 ;  hence  the 
cross-petition  shows  on  its  face  that  more  than  five  years 
had  elapsed  from  the  time  a  right  of  action  accrued  on 
these  certificates  before  the  filing  of  the  suit  in  which  this 
lien  is  sought  to  be  enforced. 

In  the  case  of  Alexander  v.  Shaffer,  38  Neb.,  812,  this 
court  held  that  "When  land  has  been  sold  for  taxes  and 
the  suit  to  foreclose  the  lien  therefor  is  not  instituted 
within  five  years  from  the  expiration  of  the  time  to  re- 
deem, the  lien  is  extinguished  and  ceases  to  be  a  charge 
upon  the  land.  The  statute  in  that  respect  does  not  merely 
operate  to  defeat  the  remedy,  but  limits  the  duration  of  the 
lien  itself."  It  is  therefore  manifest  that  the  judgment  of 
the  learned  district  court  in  dismissing  this  cross-petition 
was  right  and  we  recommend  that  it  be  affirmed. 

Babnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Minerva  C.  Roberts,  appellee,  v.  Frank  a.  Rouse,  ap- 
pellant. 

Filed  March  19,  1902.    No.  11,276. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 

Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Objections  to  Appraisal:  When  Hade.  Ob- 
jections to  the  appraisement  of  real  estate,  sold  under  a  decree  of 
foreclosure,  to  be  available,  must  be  made  before  sale. 

Appeal  from   the  district  court  for  Custer  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 


J.  R.  Dean,  for  appellant 
Alpha  Morgan,  contra. 
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Albert,  C. 


This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
real  estate  nnder  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  The  objections 
relied  upon  for  a  reversal  of  the  order  of  confirmation  are 
based  solely  on  matters,  other  than  fraud,  pertaining  to 
the  appraisement  of  the  premises  sold,  and  were  raised 
for  the  first  time  by  a  motion  filed  after  the  sale  had  been 
made,  in  which  both  defendants  joined.  That  such  objec- 
tions, to  be  available,  must  be  made  before  sale  is  too  well 
settled  to  require  a  citation  of  authorities.  Even  had 
they  been  made  before  sale  in  this  case  they  must  have 
been  overruled  as  to  one  of  the  defendants,  at  least.  As 
both  joined  in  the  motion,  it  was  properly  overruled  as  to 
both. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  order  of  confirmation  be 


Ames  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 


Horatio  Colony,  appellee,  v.  Joseph  Blllingsley  ec 
al.,  appellants. 

Filed  Mabch  19,  1902.    No.  11,283. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Objection  to  Time  of  Holding  Sale:    No 

Prejudice.  Objection  that  sale  was  by  standard  time  and  no  men- 
tion made  of  that  fact  in  notice  held  to  show  no  ground  for  setting 
aside  sale  where  no  prejudice  appears  and  sale  was  held  open  one 
hour. 

2.  Mortgago  Foreclosure:    Mistake  of  Date  of  Decree  in  Obdeb  of 

Sale.  Objection  that  order  of  sale  recited  a  wrong  date  of  decree 
held  immaterial. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    Shining  Complete  Reoobd.    Requirements  as  to 

signing  complete  record  are  directory,  and  not  essential  to  validity 
of  court's  action. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Buffalo   county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 
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B.  0.  Hostetler,  for  appellants. 

A.  B.  Coffroth,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

Tbia  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  confirmation  by  tbe 
district  court  for  Buffalo  county.  Objection  was  made  to 
the  confirmation  \m  eleven  grounds.  Only  three  are  urged 
in  the  brief,  and  none  others  will  be  considered.  These 
are,  1st,  that  the  sale  was  advertised  for  2  o'clock  P.  M„ 
and  was  held  according  to  standard  time  instead  of  snn 
time ;  2d,  that  the  order  of  sale  recites  a  decree  of  Stay  24, 
1899,  when  in  fact  the  decree  was  rendered  on  May  24, 
1898 ;  3d,  that  the  complete  record  of  the  decree  had  not 
been  signed  by  tbe  judge. 

So  far  as  the  first  objection  is  concerned,  it  appears 
from  an  affidavit  that  the  sale  was  opened  at  2  o'clock  F. 
M.  standard  time,  and  closed  at  3  o'clock  standard  time. 
The  advertisement  was  for  a  sale  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.  On 
the  authority  of  Searles  o.  Averhoff,  28  Neb.,  668,  this 
advertisement  is  claimed  to  mean  sun  time  and  that  the 
sale  by  standard  time  was  irregular.  No  prejudice  ap- 
pears, and  by  the  showing  the  sale  was  kept  open  a  half 
hoar  after  the  advertised  time.  The  other  objections  are 
not  claimed  to  have  caused  any  prejudice.  The  advertise- 
ment announced  a  sale  under  the  decree.  The  order  of 
sale  was  unnecessary  and  its  inisrecital  of  the  date  of  the 
decree  is  not  deemed  important.  The  objection  that  the 
complete  record'had  not  been  signed  does  not  seem  to  re- 
quire any  consideration.  The  statute  cited  as  to  complete 
record  and  the  time  of  making  and  signing  are  directory 
and  are  not  made,  nor  were  they  intended  to  be,  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  validity  of  the  court's  acts. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  action  of  the  trial  court,  be 
affirmed. 

Day  and  Kibkpateick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmhd. 
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Charles  E.  Foster  v.  Benjamin  F.  Pitman. 

Ftled  March  19,  1902.    No.  11,284. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Usury:  Interest  Taken  in  Advance.  Interest  or  any  part  of  the  In 
terest  agreed  upon  for  a  loan  of  money  may  be  taken  in  advance, 
and  the  transaction  Is  not  usurious  provided  the  amount  retained 
as  advanced  Interest  and  the  rate  stipulated  for  in  the  note  do  not 
together  exceed  ten  per  cent,  for  the  time  the  loan  1b  to  run. 
Pierce,  Wright  <C  Co.  v.  Davey,  43  Neb.,  45. 

Ereob  from  the  district  court  for  Dawes  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hollenbeck,  J.    Affirmed. 

Allen  G-.  Fisher,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Albert  W.  Orites,  contra. 

Duffm,  C. 

This  is  an  action  brought  by  the  defendant  in  error 
against  the  plaintiff  in  error  on  a  promissory  note  made 
August  15, 1889,  and  maturing  June  1, 1894.  The  note  is 
for  |450,  payable  to  the  Security  Investment  Company  or 
order,  and  by  that  company  indorsed  to  the  defendant  in 
error.  The  defendant  below  pleaded  usury  as  a  defense, 
<md  also  that  the  plaintiff  below  was  not  the  owner  of  the 
note,  but  had  purchased  the  same  as  the  agent  of  the  de- 
fendant and  held  it  in  trust  for  him.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff  below.  A  motion  for  a  new  trial 
was  overruled  and  judgment  entered  on  the  verdict,  from 
which  Foster  has  taken  error  to  this  court  We  may  dis- 
pose of  the  claim  that  Pitman  purchased  the  note  for 
Foster  with  the  observation  that  we  find  no  evidence  in 
the  record  to  support  such  a  defense,  and  we  have  care- 
fully examined  not  only  all  that  was  allowed  to  go  to  the 
jury,  but  also  all  that  was  offered  by  Foster  and  refused 
by  the  court. 

Sometime  in  1899  the  secretary  of  the  Security  Invest- 
ment Company  wrote  Pitman  that  they  held  a  note  and 
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mortgage  made  bj  Foster  in  1889,  and  that  he  desired  to 
learn  the  present  condition  and  value  of  the  security.  He 
also  stated  that  they  would  prefer  to  sell  the  mortgage 
claim  rather  than  to  foreclose  it  Some  farther  corres- 
pondence was  had  and  Pitman  wrote  the  company  Febru- 
ary 20, 1899,  that  he  thought  he  could  make  a  trade  so  as 
to  realize  $150  for  the  note  and  mortgage,  and  on  Febru- 
ary 24, 1899,  the  company  sent  Pitman  the  note  and  mort- 
gage properly  indorsed  and  March  31,  1899,  Pitman  re- 
mitted $150  in  payment.  This  action  was  commenced 
April  24,  1899,  and  this  is  absolutely  all  the  evidence  in- 
troduced or  offered  tending  to  show  that  Pitman  pur- 
chased the  mortgage  for  Foster  or  that  the  action  was 
instituted  prior  to  the  transfer  of  the  note  and  mortgage 
to  Pitman.  Upon  the  trial  of  the  case  the  defendant  re- 
quested the  right  to  open  and  close,  asserting  that  the  bur- 
den of  proof  was  on  him  to  establish  his  defense.  This 
was  denied  by  the  court  and  error  is  assigned  thereon. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  admitted  the  making  of 
the  note,  but  denied  each  and  every  other  allegation  of  the 
petition.  Before  Pitman  could  recover  the  burden  was  on 
him  to  show  that  the  note  had  been  duly  indorsed  to  him. 
Under  the  pleadings  as  they  stood  if  no  evidence  had  been 
introduced,  judgment  would  have  been  given  for  the  de- 
fendant Had  Foster  admitted  the  assignment  of  the  note 
and  the  amount  claimed  as  due  thereon,  the  burden  would 
then  have  been  upon  trim  and  entitled  him  to  the  opening 
and  closing.  There  was  no  error  in  the  holding  of  the 
court. 

The  note  1b  for  $450,  maturing  in  five  years  lacking  two 
months  and  fifteen  days,  and  draws  seven  per  cent  inter- 
est per  annum.  At  the  time  the  note  was  made,  Pitman, 
who  acted  as  agent  for  the  Security  Investment  Company, 
withheld  from  the  amount  of  the  loan  the  sum  of  $58.70, 
being  three  per  cent  interest  taken  in  advance.  This  left 
$391.30,  which  Pitman  claims  was  paid  over  to  Foster 
after  deducting  $20,  paid  for  insurance  and  the  making 
and  examination  of  the  abstract  and  some  other  expenses 
47 
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connected  with  the  loan.  Under  our  statute,  interest  or 
any  part  of  the  interest  agreed  upon  may,  by  express 
agreement  of  the  parties,  be  taken  in  advance.  Rose  v. 
Mmtford,  36  Neb.,  148 ;  Pierce,  Wright  &  Co.  v.  Davey,  43 
Neb.,  45;  Upton,  v.  O'Donahtte,  32  Neb.,  565;  Guthrie  v. 
Hamilton,  45  Neb.,  766. 

A  careful  computation  demonstrates  that  the  amount 
retained  from  the  loan  .by  way  of  advance  interest  and 
seven  per  cent  on  the  face  of  the  note,  f  450,  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  statutory  rate  of  ten  per  cent.  There  was  no 
usury  in  the  transaction,  unless  it  arose  from  Pitman's, 
who  acted  as  agent  for  the  Security  Investment  Company 
in  making  the  loan,  deducting  |20  for  the  items  above 
enumerated.  There  was  a  sharp  conflict  in  the  evidence 
upon  the  question  whether  Foster  was  to  pay  these  items 
as  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  loan.  The  jury  found  for 
the  plaintiff  below,  and  under  the  circumstances  we  can 
not  interfere  with  that  finding.  We  discover  no  reversible 
error  in  the  record,  and  recommend  that  the  judgment  be 
affirmed. 


Albert  and  Ames,  CO.,  concur. 


D.  Murray  Chbston,  Executor  of  thb  Last  Will  and 
Testament  of  Ellen  R.  Cheston,  Deceased,  appel- 
lee, v.  Sarah  A.  Wilson,  appellant,  bt  al. 

Filed  March  19. 1902.    No.  11,392. 

gf  t/vV  76Jf 

Commissioner'^  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:    Rulings  on  Evidence:    How  Reviewable.    Rul- 

ings of  a  trial  court  In  the  admission  of  evidence  are  reviewable 
only  by  petition  in  error. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Coupe-tenct  and  Sutfiency  or  Evidence.    This 

court  may,  however,  on  appeal  pass  upon  the  competency  of 
evidence  admitted,  in  determining  whether  the  decree  is  supported 
by  aufflclent  evidence. 

3.  Evidence:    Identity  ahd  Execution  at  Instbument.    Testimony  of  a 

subscribing  witness  to  an  instrument  that  he  recognises  bis  signs- 
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tnre  thereto  and  1b  acquainted  with  the  parties,  and,  from  that  and 
bis  uniform  practice  not  to  witness  any  paper  unless  actually 
executed  before  him,  he  is  satisfied  and  will  testify  that  it  was  so 
executed,  there  being  no  showing  to  the  contrary,  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence of  its  execution. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Peost,  J.    Affirmed. 

Geo.  A.  Adams,  for  appellant. 

8.  L.  Getsthardt,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  foreclosure.  The 
appellant  argues  a  number  of  exceptions  to  rulings  of  the 
district  court  in  the  admission  of  evidence  which  are  mani- 
festly reviewable  as  snch  only  by  petition  in  error.  Zim- 
merman, v.  Zimmerman,  59  Neb.,  80.  This  court  may, 
however,  on  appeal  pass  incidentally  upon  the  eompetencv 
of  evidence  admitted,  in  determining  whether  the  decree 
is  supported  by  sufficient  evidence.  *The  appellant  haw 
not  asked  us  to  examine  the  record  from  such  point  of 
view;  but,  as  some  of  the  objections  argued  might  be  urged 
in  that  way,  we  have  considered  them  as  if  so  raised,  and 
do  not  think  them  of  any  merit  One  of  the  witnesses  tes- 
tified that  he  had  seen  the  principal  defendant  sign  her 
name,  though  he  could  not  say  definitely  where  and  when, 
and  believed  the  signature  to  the  note  sued  on  to  be  hers. 
Whatever  weight  might  be  given  to  this  were  it  disputed, 
it  was  competent  and,  standing  uncontradicted,  will 
support  the  decree.  Another  witness,  whose  name  ap- 
peared as  subscribing  witness  to  an  extension  agreement, 
testified  that  he  recognized  his  signature  thereto,  and, 
from  that  and  his  uniform  practice  not  to  witness  any 
paper  unless  actually  executed  before  him,  he  was  satis- 
fied and  would  testify  that  it  was  so  executed.  This  was 
competent  and  sufficient  Ball  v.  Luther,  13  Wend.  [>;. 
Y.J,  491;  Bamsher  v.  Kline,  57  Pa.  St,  397;  Milier  v 
Honey,  4  H.  &  J.  [Md.  App.],  241;  Gaston  v.  Jfoso»,  x  K" 
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J.  Law,  10;  Allen  v.  Trimble,  4  Bibb  [Ky.],  21.  No  evi- 
dence was  adduced  by  defendants,  and  the  court  was  justi- 
fied in  rendering  a  decree  accordingly.  We  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  the  decree  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  GO.,  concur. 


Chester  Andrews,  appellant,  t.  Thb  Village  of  E 
Orn,  appei 


Filed  Hugh  19,  1902.    No.  11,331. 
Coinmlsaloner*B  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Waters  and  Watarconr—i:    Subfaoi  Waters:    Iitjuttotioh  Aqah*st 

Village.  A  city  or  village  may  not  accumulate  the  surface  waters 
which  fall  upon  Its  site  or  any  portion  thereof  and  by  rneana  of  a 
ditch  or  ditches  discharge  them  In  a  volume  upon  the  lands  of 
another  to  his  Injury  and  damage.  Injunction  la  a  proper  remedy 
to  prevent  and  restrain  such  unlawful  action. 

2.  Evidence:     Scbface   Wambs:     Fikdwqs    in  Equrrr:     Coimjonno 

Evidence.  Findings  of  the  court  examined,  and  found  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  evidence.  The  findings  of  a  court,  of  equity  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  consideration  as  the  verdict  of  a  Jury  In  a  law 
case;  and  if  the  evidence  upon  which  they  are  based  Is  conflicting, 
a  court  of  review  will  not  disturb  them  unless  clearly  wrong. 


Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Jefferson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Lbtton,  J.   Modified  and  affirmed. 

E.  H.  ffinshaw,  for  appellant 

John  Heasty,  contra* 

Barnes,  C. 

The  appellant  commenced  this  action  in  the  district 
court  for  Jefferson  county  against  the  village  of  Steele  City 
to  restrain  it  from  collecting  the  surface  waters  flowing 
and  accumulating  on  a  certain  portion  of  the  town  site 
and  discharging  the  same  by  means  of  ditches  onto  his 
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lands,  thereby  rendering  a  portion  of  the  same  worthies*. 
After  setting  out  a  description  of  the  appellant's  lands  and 
the  fact  that  the  appellee  was  an  incorporated  village,  it 
was  charged  in  the  petition  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
land  occupied  by  the  defendant  village  is  a  low  level  tract 
of  land,  which  is  a  natural  reservoir  for  surface  water  accu- 
mulating on  the  lands  surrounding  it;  that  there  is  no 
natural  outlet  from  the  said  low  tract  of  land,  hut  that  the 
most  easy  and  practical  outlet  is  towards  the  west,  and  in 
a  direction  almost  opposite  from  the  land  of  the  appellant ; 
that  there  has  never  been  any  natural  outlet  for  the  water 
accumulating  on  the  site  of  the  defendant  towards,  upon 
or  over  the  appellant's  lands;  that  there  is  an  elevation 
along  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  defendant,  where 
the  site  of  the  village  touches  and  abuts  upon  the  lands  of 
the  appellant,  which  prevented  the  surface  water  accumu- 
lating upon  the  village  site  from  flowing  over  and  upon 
his  land ;  that  sometime  during  the  year  1880,  appellee  dug 
a  ditch  through  its  said  low  tract  of  land  and  through  the 
elevation  of  land  between  it  and  the  lands  of  the  appellant, 
and  since  then  has  constructed  other  ditches  and  a  system 
of  drainage  running  into  said  ditch  constructed  in  1880, 
and  has  thereby  collected  all  of  the  water  flowing,  falling 
and  accumulating  upon  the  site  of  the  village  and  dis- 
charged the  same  in  a  body  through  said  ditch  over  and 
upon  the  lands  of  the. appellant,  rendering  a  large  portion 
thereof  worthless;  that  appellant  has  made  suitable  pro- 
tests and  objections  to  the  village  against  its  unlawful  acts, 
and  that  in  the  year  1890  in  settlement  of  a  certain  suit 
pending  in  the  courts  between  the  appellant  and  the  appel- 
lee the  village  caused  a  ditch  to  be  dug  along  the  side  of  the 
highway  from  the  place  where  the  said  ditch  of  1880  dis- 
charged its  waters,  to  the  Little  Blue  river,  and  paid  the 
costs  of  the  said  litigation  in  consideration  of  a  with- 
drawal of  the  said  suit  by  the  appellant;  that  said  ditch 
constructed  by  the  defendant  village  in  1890  was  sufficient 
for  a  long  time  to  carry  off  all  of  the  said  surface  water 
so  discharged  through  the  ditch  of  1880,  to  the  river  and 
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away  from  the  lands  of  appellant;  that  the  appellee  ban 
failed  and  neglected  to  clean  out,  repair  and  maintain  the 
ditch  of  1890,  so  that  the  same  has  become  useless ;  that 
it  still  continues  to  construct  and  maintain  its  system  of 
drainage  into  the  ditch  of  1880,  and  has  increased  the  ac- 
cumulation and  flow  of  the  surface  water  therein  an>l 
caused  the  same  to  overflow  the  lands  of  the  appellant  to 
his  great  and  irreparable  injury.  The  petition  concluded 
with  a  prayer  for  a  permanent  injunction  restraining  the 
appellee  from  discharging  said  surface  water  upon  the 
appellant's  land,  that  it  may  be  commanded  and  compelled 
by  the  court  to  protect  said  land  from  the  surface  water 
by  the  maintenance  of  proper  ditches  for  carrying  off  the 
same,  and  for  general  equitable  relief. 

To  this  petition  the  appellee  answered  substantially  as 
follows:  Admitted  that  it  was  an  incorporated  village, 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Nebraska; 
alleged  that  the  natural  outlet  for  all  surface  water  accu- 
mulating upon  its  site  is,  and  always  has  been,  over,  across 
and  upon  the  lands  described  in  appellant's  petition; 
alleged  that  about  the  year  1890  a  ditch  was  constructed 
from  a  point  where  the.corporate  limits  of  appellee  joined 
certain  lands  described  in  appellant's  petition,  along  and 
upon  the  public  highway  leading  south  from  said  village 
for  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  rods  to  the  Little  Blue 
river ;  denied  that  said  ditch  was  constructed  by  appellee, 
or  by  its  agents,  servants  or  employees;  alleged  that  the 
ditch  was  constructed  at  appellant's  request  by  popular 
subscription  taken  for  that  purpose,  and  that  appellant 
contributed  largely  both  in  labor  and  money  towards  the 
construction  of  said  ditch ;  that  the  same  was  dug  almost 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  appellant  in  order  to  deflect 
said  surface  water  from  his  lands  into  the  Little  Blue 
river;  alleged  that  said  ditch  has,  at  all  times,  been  of 
sufficient  capacity  to  carry  off  all  the  surface  water  from 
the  site  of  the  defendant,  but  that  appellant  has  failed  and 
neglected  to  keep  the  same  clean  and  free  from  mnd  and 
debris;  that  by  reason  of  the  said  ditch  having  been  con- 
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structed  at  the  appellant's  request  and  because  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  construction  thereof,  and  because  of  his 
acquiescence  in  its  location  for  nearly  ten  years,  and  by 
reason  of  the  benefits  he  has  derived  therefrom  he  is  es- 
topped from  in  any  manner  complaining  against  the  ap- 
pellee. Said  answer  further  denied  each  and  every  allega-  ' 
tion  contained  in  the  appellant's  petition  not  expressly 
admitted  in  said  answer.  To  this  answer  there  was  a  reply 
in  the  form  of  a  general  denial.  On  these  issues  tbe  case 
was  tried,  a  large  amount  of  evidence  was  taken,  consid- 
erable of  which  was  conflicting,  but  which  fairly  showed 
that  appellant  was  the  owner  of  the  premises  described  in 
his  petition ;  that  that  portion  of  the  site  of  appellee  de- 
scribed therein,  and  known  as  Perccl's  &  Thompson's  first 
and  second  additions,  were  not  annexed  to,  or  a  part  of, 
the  village  until  the  year  1882 ;  that  in  1880  there  was  a 
short  ditch  dug  near  one  PartloVs  shop,  hut  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  or  not  this  ditch  increased  the  flow 
of  tbe  water  onto  the  appellant's  land,  the  evidence  was 
conflicting;  that  since  the  construction  of  the  ditch  of 
1880  and  since  these  additions  became  a  part  of  the  village, 
appellee,  by  a  system  of  street  improvements,  grades  and 
ditches,  has  collected  all  of  the  surface  water  flowing  and 
falling  onto  the  said  additions  and  has  turned  the  same 
into  said  ditch  of  1880,  and  thereby  discharged  the  same 
in  a  body  onto  the  lands  of  the  appellant  as  described  and 
set  forth  in  his  petition ;  that  appellant  sometime  prior  to 
the  year  1890  commenced  an  action  against  the  appellee  for 
damages  caused  him  by  said  acts,  and  that  in  1890  a  com- 
promise of  said  suit  was  effected  by  the  payment  of  the 
costs  thereof  by  appellee  and  the  construction  of  the  ditch 
of  1890,  as  set  forth  in  the  appellant's  petition;  that  for 
many  years  said  ditch  was  sufficient  to  carry  off  all  of  said 
surface  water  and  relieve  the  appellant's  land  from  the 
burden  thereof;  that  it  has  become  filled  up  and  does  not 
now  carry  off  the  water ;  that  appellant's  lands  for  the  last 
few  years  have  been  flooded  by  such  surface  water.  At  the 
close  of  the  trial  the  court  found,  among  other  things,  that 
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the  land  occupied  by  that  portion  of  the  defendant  village, 
known  as  Percel's  &  Thompson's  addition  to  the  village  of 
Steele  City,  lies  north  of  the  premises  of  the  appellant,  and 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  surface  water  flowing  from  the 
north  and  east  from  the  original  village  of  Steele  City  and 
.  from  the  east  portion  of  Percel's  &  Thompson's  addition 
to  the  village  of  Steele  City  flowed  in  a  natural  channel  or 
depression  on  said  land  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  discharge  upon  the  land  of  the  appel- 
lant; that  on  said  land  to  the  east  of  the  highway  running 
north  and  south  there  is  a  natural  depression  into  which 
said  surface  water  drained,  and  which,  in  times  of  flood 
and  high  water,  formed  a  pond  about  two  acres  in  extent 
upon  appellant's  premises. 

The  court  further  found  that  in  the  year  1880  a  ditch 
was  constructed  running  south  from  said  land  now  oc- 
cupied by  Percel's  &  Thompson's  addition  to  the  village  of 
Steele  City,  which  carried  the  surface  water,  formerly 
flowing  through  said  natural  depression,  onto  appellant's 
land  and  discharged  the  same  upon  the  land  at  another 
point  from  where  it  was  discharged  by  the  natural  chan- 
nel; that  such  surface  water  so  discharged  by  the  ditch 
still  reached  the  aforesaid  pond  or  depression  in  appel- 
lant's land;  and  that  no  additional  burden  was  cast  upon 
or  damages  caused  to  bis  land  by  reason  of  the  construc- 
tion of  the  ditch  of  1880. 

The  court  further  found  that  in  times  of  heavy  rains 
and  high  waters  a  portion  of  the  surface  water  upon  said 
Percel's  &  Thompson's  addition  to  the  village  of  Steele 
City  formerly  flowed  to  the  westward  and  southward  and 
passed  away  through  a  natural  depression  in  said  di- 
rection, but  that  since  the  construction  of  the  aforesaid 
ditch  in  1880  the  defendant  village  has  graded  its  streets 
and  constructed  or  dug  ditches  or  gutters  to  the  westward 
of  said  ditch  of  1880  in  such  a  negligent  manner  as  to  col- 
lect uriri  discharge  said  waters  which  formerly  flowed  to 
the  westward  and  southward,  into  said  ditch,  constructed 
in  18^0,  to  the  damage  of  appellant,  by  causing  an  in- 
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creased  flow  of  surface  water  carelessly  and  negligently 
to  flow  through  said  ditch  of  1880  to  and  upon  the  lands 
of  appellant  in  such  a  manner  that  a  larger  portion  of  his 
land  has  been  submerged  in  times  of  high  water  than  had 
been  before  the  drainage  of  said  waters  from  the  west- 
ward into  said  ditch. 

The  court  further  found  that  the  appellant  was  entitled 
to  be  protected  from  said  additional  flowage  caused  by  the 
diversion  of  the  water  which  naturally  flowed  westward 
and  southward  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  house  of  R.  O. 
Partlow  into  the  aforesaid  ditch. 

These  findings  were  duly  excepted  to,  and  the  court 
thereon  rendered  the  following  decree : 

"It  is  therefore  ordered  and  adjudged  by  the  court  that 
the  defendant,  the  village  of  Steele  City,  be  forever  re- 
strained and  enjoined  from  diverting  the  surface  water, 
which  naturally  flowed  westward  and  southward  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  house  of  R.  O.  Partlow  in  said  village 
by  means  of  dams,  street  improvements  or  ditches,  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  cause  said  surface  water  to  flow  through 
the  ditch  constructed  in  1880,  and  to  discharge  upon  the 
lands  of  the  plaintiff." 

To  this  decree  both  parties  excepted,  and  the  plaintiff 
brought  the  case  to  this  court  on  appeal. 

1.  It  is  urged  by  appellant  that  the  relief  granted  him 
by  the  court  is  insufficient  and  inadequate,  under  the  evi- 
dence and  findings.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  claimed  that 
the  findings  are  not  sustained  by  the  evidence,  and  that 
no  decree  should  have  been  rendered  against  the  appellee. 
An  examination  of  the  evidence  convinces  us  that  it  is 
amply  sufficient  to  sustain  the  findings  and  the  decree  of 
the  court  It  is  shown  beyond  question  that  the  appellee, 
since  the  annexation  of  Percel's  &  Thompson's  addition 
in  1882,  has  graded  its  streets  and  constructed  its  system 
of  ditches  so  that  it  has  collected  all  of  the  surface  water 
falling,  flowing  and  accumulating  upon  said  additions 
and  turned  the  same  into  the  ditch  constructed  in  1880, 
thus  causing  the  whole  thereof  to  flow  directly  to  and 
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upon  the  lands  of  the  appellant;  that  by  so  doing  it  has 
greatly  increased  his  burden  as  to  said  surface  water  and 
has  caused  him  irreparable  injury.  It  is  the  established 
law  of  this  state  that  one  may  not  accumulate  the  surface 
waters  on  his  own  land  and  by  means  of  a  ditch  or  ditches 
discharge  them  in  a  volume  upon  the  land  of  another. 
Fremont,  E.  &  M.  V.  R.  Co.  v.  Marley,  25  Neb.  138;  Lincoln 
Street  R.  Co.  v.  Adams,  41  Neb.,  737;  Bunderson  v.  Bur- 
lington &  M.  R.  R.  Co.,  43  Neb.,  545;  Jacobson  v.  Van 
Boening,  48  Neb.,  80,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  993.  Many  other 
cases  might  be  cited  in  support  of  this  doctrine,  but  we 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  refer  to  them.  We  therefore  hold 
that  the  findings  and  decree  of  the  district  court  upon  this 
point  should  be  affirmed. 

2.  It  is  contended  by  appellant  that  the  court  should 
have  made  a  finding  to  the  effect  that  there  was  a  large 
amount  of  water  collected  upon  the  level  and  somewhat 
swampy  town  site,  which  went  off  naturally  to  the  west 
and  south  in  many  other  places  than  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Partlow's  house;  and  that  the  court  erred  in  not  mak- 
ing such  finding  and  in  not  making  a  decree  touching  that 
phase  of  the  case.  A  careful  examination  of  the  bill  of 
exceptions  fails  to  disclose  any  evidence  which  would 
sustain  such  a  finding. 

The  finding  of  the  court  "that  in  times  of  heavy  rains 
and  high  waters  a  portion  of  the  surface  waters,  upon  said 
PercePs  &  Thompson's  addition  to  the  village  of  Steele 
City,  formerly  flowed  to  the  westward  and  southward  and 
passed  away  through  a  natural  depression  in  said  direc- 
tion, but  that,  since  the  construction  of  the  aforesaid  ditch 
in  1880,  the  defendant  village  has  graded  its  streets  and 
constructed  or  dug  ditches  or  gutters  to  the  westward  of 
said  ditch  of  1880  in  such  a  negligent  manner  as  to  collect 
and  discharge  said  waters,  which  formerly  flowed  to  the 
westward  and  southward,  into  said  ditch  constructed  in 
1880,  to  the  damage  of  plaintiff  by  causing  an  increased 
flow  of  surface  water  carelessly  and  negligently  to  flow 
through  said  ditch  of  1880  to  and  upon  the  said  lands  of 


Vol.  2]  JANUARY  TEBM,  1902.  683 

Andrews  v.  village  of  Steele  City. 

plaintiff  in  such  a  manner  that  a  larger  portion  of  the 
plaintiff's  land  has  been  submerged  in  times  of  high  water 
than  had  been  before  the  drainage  of  said  water  from  the 
westward  into  said  ditch,"  responds  fully  and  completely 
to  the  evidence  adduced  upon  that  subject.  We  can  not 
see  how  the  court  could  have  made  any  other  or  stronger 
finding  upon  this  subject  in  favor  of  the  appellant. 

The  findings  of  a  court,  in  an  equity  cause  tried  without 
the  intervention  of  a  jury,  are  entitled  to  the  same  con- 
sideration as  the  verdict  of  a  jury  in  a  law  case;  and  if 
there  is  any  competent  evidence  to  sustain  them,  or  if 
the  evidence  bearing  upon  such  findings  is  conflicting,  this 
court  will  not  review  or  disturb  them.  Seymour  v.  Street, 
5  Neb.,  at  page  89;  White  Lake  Lumber  Go.  v.  Stone,  19 
Neb.,  402;   Swarte  v.  Duncan,  38  Neb.,  782. 

3.  It  is  also  contended  by  appellant  that  the  court,  by  the 
decree,  did  not  grant  him  all  the  relief  he  was  entitled  to. 
It  was  clearly  shown  by  the  evidence  that  the  appellee,  in 
the  settlement  of  the  case  in  1890,  agreed  to,  and  paid,  the 
costs  therein  and  constructed  a  ditch  along  the  highway 
from  its  boundary  line  to  the  Little  Blue  river,  which  for 
a  long  time  was  amply  sufficient  to  relieve  appellant's  land 
from  any  damages  by  reason  of  the  flow  of  surface  water, 
but  that  the  ditch  has  become  obstructed  and  partially 
filled  up  and  no  longer  serves  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  constructed.  It  is  not  shown  that  appellee  agreed 
to  maintain  the  ditch,  but  we  may  assume  that  such  was 
the  understanding  at  the  time  of  the  settlement.  If  the 
village  authorities  would  clean  out  this  ditch  and  again 
make  it  effective,  such  action  would  be  the  best  way  of 
settling  this  difficulty,  and  would  avoid  all  future  trouble 
or  controversy  in  relation  thereto.  If  there  was  sufficient 
evidence  to  sustain  it,  a  mandatory  writ  of  injunction 
should  be  awarded  commanding  such  action;  but  the 
evidence  will  not  support  such  an  order.  It  appears  that 
the  ditch  of  1890  is  situated  wholly  outside  of  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  appellee,  and  it  may  be  that  the  corporation 
is  prevented  by  some  cause,  over  which  it  has  no  control, 
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from  taking  such  a  course.  Again,  there  may  be  a  doubt 
as  to  its  power  to  take  such  action.  A  mandatory  writ 
of  injunction  will  not  be  allowed  against  a  local  board 
where  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  its  power  to  perform  the 
required  act.     Gould,  Waters  [3d  ed.],  section  554. 

We  think  that  the  decree  as  it  stands  is  not  so  broad 
in  its  terms  as  it  should  have  been,  and  we  recommend 
that  the  same  be  modified  by  adding  thereto  as  follows: 
And  the  village  of  Steele  City  is  hereby  forever  restrained 
and  enjoined  from  in  any  manner  causing  or  permitting 
the  surface  water  falling  or  collecting  upon  that  part  of 
Percel's  &  Thompson's  addition,  from  which  the  water 
flowed  westward  and  southward  prior  to  1880,  to  flow  or 
discharge  upon  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  the 
decree,  as  thus  modified,  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CC,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  modified  by  adding 
thereto  as  follows:  "And  the  village  of  Steele  City  is 
hereby  forever  restrained  and"  enjoined  from  in  any  man- 
ner causing  or  permitting  the  surface  water  falling  or 
collecting  upon  that  part  of  Percel's  &  Thompson's  addi- 
tion, from  which  the  water  flowed  westward  and  south- 
ward prior  to  1880,  to  flow  or  discharge  upon  the  lands 
of  the  plaintiff";  and  the  said  decree,  as  thus  modified,  is 
affirmed. 

Modified  and  afitbmbd. 


P.  F.  Sttllings  v.  Amos  J.  Van  Alstinb  m  al. 

Piubd  Mabch  19, 1S02.    No.  11,837. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 


2.  Contracts:   Voidable  bt  Thibd  Pabtt:   Co0kteb-Cl4tm  of  Damages: 
Pleading  Default.    Where  both  parties  allege  a  contract  voidable 
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at  the  pleasure  of  the  postmaster  general,  and  scolded  by  him,  a 
counter-claim  of  damages  on  account  of  such  avoidance  which 
falls  to  state  that  It  was  caused  by  the  default  of  the  other  party 
presents  no  ground  of  recovery. 

EaBOft  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Slabauoh,  J.    Affirmed. 

Lysto  I.  Abbott,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

A.  8.  Churchill,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

Plaintiff  in  error,  defendant  below,  asks  a  reversal  of 
the  judgment  rendered  in  this  case  on  numerous  grounds 
in  his  petition  In  error  and  motion  for  a  new  trial,  but 
rests  his  case  here  upon  the  one  proposition  that  the  trial 
court  erred  in  refusing  to  submit  to  the  jury  the  question 
of  damages  sustained  by  him  through  the  cancellation  by 
the  postmaster  general  of  the  contract  for  carrying  mails 
entered  into  between  the  parties  to  this  action.  The  de- 
fendant below  is  a  government  mail  contractor,  and  plain- 
tiff entered  into  a  subcontract  with  him  to  perform  certain 
services  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  By  the  terms  of  the  sub- 
contract plaintiff  was  to  commence  his  services  on  July  1, 
1898,  and  did  bo,  the  subcontract  running  for  six  years. 
Services  were  performed  under  it  until  October  19,  1898, 
when  the  contractor,  StilHngs,  notified  the  subcontractor, 
Van  Alstine,  that  the  postmaster  general  had  canceled  it. 
Action  was  brought  for  compensation  at  the  agreed  rate 
during  the  time,  and  also  for  extra  services  claimed  to 
have  been  performed  to  the  amount  and  value  of  1366.66. 
The  defendant,  Stillings,  answered,  admitting  the  contract 
and  its  terms  as  claimed,  and  alleging  that  the  postmaster 
general  of  the  United  States  had  given  permission  for  it, 
and  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  defendant's  contract 
with  the  United  States;  that  the  postmaster  general  re- 
served the  absolute  right  to  annul  the  contract  at  any 
time,  and  did  annul  it  on  October  4,  1898,  and  gave  de- 
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fendant  notice  thereof,  and  instructed  defendant  to  dis- 
charge plaintiff  forthwith.  He  says  that  the  postmaster 
general  required  defendant  to  make  a  new  contract  with 
some  qualified  person  to  continue  the  service  which 
plaintiff  had  agreed  to  perform.  The  answer  alleges  pay- 
ment of  $200  by  defendant  on  the  compensation  provided 
for  plaintiff  by  the  subcontract,  and  denies  generally.  The 
answer  also  contains  a  counter-claim  setting  forth,  first, 
that  the  contract  between  the  defendant  and  United 
States,  and  the  contract  between  defendant  and  plaintiff 
each  provided  that  the  latter  might  be  annulled  by  the 
postmaster  general;  that  the  subcontract  was  annulled, 
and  that  the  defendant  was  obliged  to  procure  other  par- 
ties to  perform  the  services  of  the  contract  at  an  expense 
of  #3,000  per  annum.  Also  alleges  that  fines  to  the  amount 
of  $14.50  were  levied  by  the  postmaster  general  against 
plaintiff  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  1898. 

The  trial  coart  refused  to  permit  evidence  under  the 
counter-claim  and  instructed  the  jury  to  disregard  it,  and 
this  is  the  sole  error  which  is  now  urged.  A  somewhat 
careful  examination  of  the  answer  and  counter-claim 
fails  to  disclose  any  allegation  of  any  reason  why  the  con- 
tract was  canceled  and  annulled  by  the  postal  authorities. 
Both  parties  alleged  that  the  right  of  cancellation  by  the 
postal  authorities  was  absolute.  It  seems  clear  that  the 
mere  fact  that  the  contract  was  canceled  by  one  who  had 
a  lawful  right  to  do  so  for  any  reason  or  without  one,  if 
he  saw  fit,  would  not  of  itself  constitute  a  ground  of 
complaint  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  against  his  sub- 
contractor, nor  of  itself  raise  any  inference  of  fault  or 
miscarriage  on  the  part  of  plaintiff.  If  this  is  trne,  then 
there  is  no  allegation,  even  inferentially,  that  the  can- 
cellation was  caused  by  the  default  of  plaintiff,  Van 
Alstine.  The  trial  court  seems  to  have  been  entirely  cor- 
rect in  declining  to  receive  any  evidence  of  such  default  or 
damages  caused  by  it  in  the  absence  of  any  pleading  on 
which  to  base  such  evidence. 

It  is  urged  on  Van  Alstine's  behalf  that  it  nowhere  ap- 
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pears  either  by  allegation  or  proof  that  the  defendant  had 
procured  the  necessary  written  assent  of  the  postal  au- 
thorities to  .make  the  subcontract,  and  that  therefore  he 
had  in  any  event  no  valid  contract,  and  had  no  right  to 
recover.  It  is  replied  that  the  action  being  based  upon 
that  contract,  plaintiff  below  can  not  here  urge  that  the 
contract  itself  is  void  and  of  no  effect.  It  is  true  that  the 
action  of  Van  Alstine  is  brought  upon  this  subcontract, 
and  the  claim,  so  far  as  it  was  submitted  to  the  jury,  was 
based  upon  it,  no  proof  having  been  admitted  of  the  extra 
services  claimed  in  the  petition.  The  petition  itself 
alleges,  as  above  stated,  that  the  subcontract  was  voidable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  postmaster  general,  and  had  been 
annulled  by  him.  If  the  mere  fact  of  avoidance  by  the 
postmaster  general  entitled  the  defendant,  Stillings,  to 
recover,  it  appears  from  the  plaintiff's  petition.  It  was 
probably  not  necessary  for  plaintiff  to  claim  under  the 
contract,  but  it  seemB  clear  that  he  has  done  so.  The 
cause  of  action  on  which  his  judgment  below  is  based  is 
not  the  value  of  services  rendered,  but  services  rendered 
under  this  contract  while  it  is  claimed  to  have  been  in 
force  and  before  receiving  notice  of  its  avoidance.  The 
contract  can  hardly  be  good  for  purposes  of  enforcement 
by  plaintiff,  and  bad  for  the  same  purposes  on  behalf  of 
defendant,  but  defendant  has  failed  to  allege  a  breach. 
If  there  were  in  the  defendant's  counter-claim  a  sufficient 
allegation  of  default  on  the  plaintiff's  part  in  carrying  out 
this  contract  and  of  damages  arising  out  of  such  default, 
the  claim  that  plaintiff  is  estopped  from  suing  upon  a  con- 
tract and  denying  its  legal  existence  would  be  good;  but, 
as  above  stated,  we  discover  nothing  in  the  answer  which 
impeaches  plaintiff's  allegation  that  the  contract  was 
absolutely  avoidable  at  the  instance  of  the  postmaster 
general,  and  nothing  was  alleged  to  show  that  it  was 
avoided  because  of  plaintiff's  default.  A  material  fact 
not  alleged  is  presumed  not  to  exist.  Chicago,  R.  I.  A  P. 
R.  Co.  v.  Shepherd,  39  Neb.,  523. 

It  is  not  thought  that  the  case  of  Guinea  v.  Trengrove, 
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77  Minn.,  349,  cited  and  relied  upon  by  plaintiff  in  error, 
covers  this  case.  In  that  case  two  things  appear  which 
are  certainly  wanting  in  this.  The  consent  and  approval 
in  writing  of  the  postmaster  general  to  the  subcontract 
was  shown  and  the  cancellation  of  the  contract  on  account 
of  the  breach  of  its  performance  by  the  subcontractor  also 
appears.  As  above  indicated,  so  long  as  plaintiff  was 
claiming  compensation  under  the  contract,  the  first  point 
would  hardly  make  an  important  distinction,  but  where 
both  parties  are  claiming  an  absolute  right  of  annulment 
in  the  postmaster  general,  the  failure  of  the  second  point 
to  appear  seems  clearly  vital. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court 
be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kibkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

AfFIBMHD. 


Joseph   B.   Oabteb   bt  al.,   appellants,   v.   Ashbb   D. 

WaBNEB,    APPBLLBfl. 

Fbub  Much  19, 1902.    No.  11,388. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  t. 

1.  Equity:  AraquATK  Rehdt  at  Law:  DtmrrnoK.  The  term  "ade- 
quate remedy  at  lair"  means  that  the  remedy  at  law  mnat  be  plain 
and  complete  and  as  practical  and  efficient  to  the  ends  of  justice 
and  Ha  prompt  administration  as  the  remedy  In  equity. 

S.  Tortious  Trespass:  Possession.  No  one  can  found  possession  on  a 
tortious  trespass  alone;  nor  can  any  one  acquire  a  right  by  the 
commission  of  a  wrong. 

Appbal  from  the  district  court  for  Boone  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kendall,  J.    Reversed. 

H.  O.  Vail,  for  appellants. 
W.  McGan  and  Jos.  8.  Armstrong,  contra. 
Oldham,  0. 

On  the  26th  day  of  August,  1899,  the  appellants  filed 
their  petition  in  the  district  court  for  Boone  county  for, 
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and  obtained,  a  temporary  injunction  against  the  appellee, 
restraining  him  from  erecting  a  fence  around  a  certain 
lot  or  piece  of  land  in  Hardy's  addition  to  the  village  of 
St.  Edward,  in  Boone  county,  and  from  interfering  with 
the  appellants'  possession,  use  and  enjoyment  of  said 
premises.  This  petition,  in  substance,  alleges  that  plain-, 
tiffs  (the  appellants)  are  the  owners  of  this  land  and  are 
engaged  in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  and  feeding 
live  stock,  and  for  this  purpose  have  erected  feed  sheds  and 
are  feeding  stock  therein,  and  that  they  have  had  exclusive 
possession  thereof  for  more  than  nine  months  last  past; 
that  the  defendant  (the  appellee)  on  the  morning  of  this 
day  came  on  the  premises  and  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
fence  thereon  and"  is  attempting  to  unlawfully  deprive 
the  appellants  of  the  possession  thereof  and  deprive  the 
appellants  of  said  feed  yard,  and  is  about  to  and  threatens 
to  wrongfully  convert  the  same  to  his  own  use  and  will 
do  so  unless  restrained  from  so  doing;  that  the  plaintiffs 
are  without  any  adequate  remedy  at  law,  etc.  To  this 
petition  the  appellee  filed  his  answer,  denying  the  allega- 
tions of  the  petition  and  alleging  that  he  is  the  owner  in 
Tee  simple  of  the  land,  and  that  on  the  26th  day  of  August, 
1899  (the  day  the  suit  was  begun),  he  had  possession  and 
was  using  the  same  for  keeping  stock ;  that  this  possession 
was  prior  to  and  at  the  time  this  action  was  commenced. 
The  appellants  to  this  answer  filed  a  general  denial,  and 
on  these  issues  the  case  was  tried  to  the  court  who  made 
one  finding,  "That  the  plaintiff  had  an  adequate  remedy 
at  law,"  and  thereupon  dismissed  the  case  at  the  costs  of 
plaintiffs,,  from  which  they  appeal  to  this  court. 

The  testimony  discloses  that  along  and  abutting  the 
right  of  way  of  the  railroad  that  runs  through  this  village 
is  a  triangular  piece  of  land  which  for  several  years  prior 
to  August,  1898,  was  used  by  the  appellee,  Warner,  as  a 
feed  lot  on  which  were  sheds,  cribs  and,  in  short,  the  usual 
appliances  for  feeding  cattle;  that  Warner  claimed  to  own 
it;  that  on  August,  1898,  he  contracted  to  sell  this  feed 
lot  to  the  appellants;  that  they  were  given  possession 
48 
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thereof,  and  in  December,  1898,  Warner  procured  a  deed 
to  be  made  from  Long,  who  held  the  legal  title,  to  the 
appellants  and  received  the  full  purchase  price.  This 
tract  was  not  numbered  or  otherwise  designated  and  this 
deed  from  Long  described  the  property  by  metes  and 
bounds.  It  further  appears  that  the  description  in  the 
deed  does  not  contain  this  entire  tract,  but  leaves  a  small 
three-cornered  piece  directly  north  of  it  which  fills  out 
the  triangle;  that  there  was  no  dividing  line  between  these 
two  tracts,  and  that  it  all  was  used  by  Warner  as  a  feed  lot 
when  sold  to  the  appellants.  The  appellants,  after  coming 
into  possession,  built  additional  sheds,  a  part  of  which 
is  on  this  three-cornered  lot  now  claimed  by  Warner.  That 
they  believed  from  what  Warner  said"  at  the  time  when 
they  were  talking  with  him  about  buying  this  feed  lot 
that  he  owned  all  the  land  that  he  was  using  as  such; 
that  they  had  no  knowledge  to  the  contrary  until  after 
the  improvements  were  made,  the  deed  delivered,  and  the 
purchase  price  paid.  But  in  April,  1899,  they  became 
aware  of  this  fact  and  applied  to  Dr.  Flory,  who  was  look- 
ing after  the  affairs  of  one  Hardy,  who  originally  owned 
this  addition,  to  purchase  it  to  protect  themselves.  This 
application  resulted  in  a  deed  to  the  appellants  from 
Hardy  for  this  land.  This  is  a  warranty  deed  executed  and 
acknowledged  in  the  usual  form  and  dated  August  3, 1899, 
and  filed  for  record  with  the  county  clerk  of  Boone  county 
on  August  8,  1899.  On  August  12,  1899,  Warner  had  a 
deed  filed  and  recorded  in  the  clerk's  office  of  Boone  county 
which  purports  to  convey  this  same  tract  of  land  to  him. 
This  instrument  is  also  signed  by  Hardy,  but.  it  is  not 
acknowledged.  In  fact  there  is  no  acknowledgment  at- 
tempted and  it  bears  the  date  of  February  6, 1896.  By  this 
deed  Warner  claims  ownership  and  possession  of  this 
piece  of  land.  It  further  appears  that  on  the  morning 
of  August  26,  1899,  Warner  came  upon  the  premises  in 
question,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of  the 
appellants,  and  with  material  and  help  began  to  erect  a 
fence  thereon,  and  that  he  also  turned  therein  ten  head 
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of  his  hogs ;  that  in  a  few  minutes  after  this  trespass  was 
committed  one  of  the  appellants  started  to  Albion,  the 
county  seat  of  Boone  county,  and  during  the  day  obtained 
the  injunction  which  is  the  subject  of  this  action.  The 
question  then  presented  is,  do  the  facts  as  above  indicated 
show  that  the  appellants  had  an  adequate  remedy  at  law? 

It  is  said  by  this  court  in  Welton  v.  Dickson,  38  Neb., 
767,  that  "The  absence  of  a  plain  and  adequate  remedy  at 
law  affords  the  only  test  of  equity  jurisdiction;  and  the 
application  of  this  principle  to  a  particular  case  must 
depend  altogether  upon  the  character  of  the  case  as  dis- 
closed in  the  proceedings.  It  is  not  enough  that  there 
is  a  remedy  at  law ;  it  must  he  plain  and  adequate,  or,  in 
other  words,  as  practical  and  efficient  to  the  ends  of  jus- 
tice and  its  prompt  administration  as  the  remedy  in 
equity."  To  the  same  effect  is  the  holding  in  Bankers 
Life  Insurance  Co.  v.  Robbing,  53  Neb.,  44. 

The  above  rule  of  this  court  is  based  upon  Watson  v. 
Sutherland,  72  U.  8.,  74,  which  in  principle  is  analogous 
to  the  case  under  consideration.  In  that  case  Sutherland 
was  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Baltimore,  claiming  to 
be  the  sole  owner  of  the  stock  of  goods.  Watson  had 
recovered  judgment  against  Worth  &  Pullerton  and  on  this 
judgment  procured  a  writ  of  fieri  facias  and  levied  it 
on  this  stock  of  goods  as  the  property  of  Worth  &  Fuller- 
ton;  whereupon  Sutherland  obtained  a  temporary  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  sale,  which  on  the  hearing  was  made 
perpetual.  The  court  on  this  point  says :  "It  is  contended 
that  the  injunction  should  have  been  refused,  because 
there  was  a  complete  remedy  at  law.  If  the  remedy  at  law 
is  sufficient,  equity  can  not  give  relief,  T>ut  it  is  not  enough 
that  there  is  a  remedy  at  law;  it  must  be  plain  and 
adequate,  or,  in  other  words,  as  practical  and  efficient  to 
the  ends  of  justice  and  its  prompt  administration  as  the 
remedy  in  equity.'  Boyce  v.  Grundy,  3  Pet.  [U.  8.],  210. 
How  could  Sutherland  be  compensated  at  law  for  the 
injuries  he  would  suffer,  should  the  grievances  of  which 
he  complains  be  consummated? 
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"If  the  appellants  made  the  levy,  and  prosecuted  it  in 
good  faith,  without  circumstances  of  aggravation,  in  the 
honest  belief  that  Worth  &  Fuller-ton  owned  the  stock  of 
goods  (which  they  swear  to  in  their  answer),  and  it  should 
tarn  oat,  in  an  action  at  law  instituted  by  Sutherland  for 
the  trespass,  that  the  merchandise -belonged  exclusively  to 
him,  it  is  well  settled  that  the  measure  of  damages,  if  the 
property  were  not  sold,  could  not  extend  beyond  the  injury 
done  to  it,  or,  if  sold,  to  the  value  of  it,  when  taken,  with 
interest  from  the  time  of  the  taking  down  to  the  trial. 

«  *  *  #  <Legal  compensation  refers  solely  to  the  in- 
jury done  to  the  property  taken,  and  not  to  any  collateral 
or  consequential  damages,  resulting  to  the  owner,  by  the 
trespass.'  *  *  *  Loss  of  trade,  destruction  of  credit, 
and  failure  of  business  prospects,  are  collateral  or  con- 
sequential damages,  which  it  Is  claimed  would  result  from 
the  trespass,  but  for  which  compensation  can  not  be 
awarded  in  a  trial  at  law. 

"Commercial  ruin  to  Sutherland  might,  therefore,  be 
the  effect  of  closing  his  store  and  selling  his  goods  and 
yet  the  common  law  fail  to  reach  the  mischief.  To  prevent 
a  consequence  like  this,  a  court  of  equity  steps  in,  arrests 
the  proceedings  in-  limine,  brings  the  parties  before  it; 
hears  their  allegations  and  proofs,  and  decrees  that  the 
procedings  shall  be  unrestrained  or  else  perpetually  en- 
joined." 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  appellants  were  using  this  entire 
tract  in  their  business  and  it  was  so  used  by  Warner  be- 
fore he  sold  the  feed  lot  to  appellants,  and  its  use  was 
necessary  and  beneficial  to  them  in  carrying  on  their  busi- 
ness of  feeding  stock.  This  tract  was  limited  in  area  and 
extent  and  the  claim  of  Warner,  if  enforced,  would  deprive 
them  of  portions  of  this  feed  lot  and  of  the  use  of  their 
sheds  that  were  located  thereon,  for  the  protection  of  their 
Rtock.  The  measure  of  damages  in  an  action  at  law,  if 
Warner  was  defeated  in  his  claim,  would  be  the  reasonable 
value  of  its  use  during  the  time  that  appellants  were  kept 
out  of  possession  irrespective  of  the  collateral  or  con- 
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sequental  injuries  that  might  have  resulted  to  their  busi- 
ness and  their  stock.  This  by  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
can  not  be  compensated  in  damages,  and  for  this  reason 
the  remedy  at  law  is  inadequate. 

An  act,  the  result  of  which  is  to  curtail  or  destroy  a 
portion  of  the  business  in  which  a  person  is  engaged,  is  an 
injury  to  his  business.  It  would  seem  to  require  no 
demonstration  in  this  case  to  show  that  in  being  deprived 
of  a  portion  of  this  feed  lot  the  appellants'  business  was 
destroyed  in  respect  to  these  premises  in  the  proportion 
that  this  tract  in  dispute  bore  to  the  whole  lot.  And 
again,  the  appellants  were  in  peaceable  possession  of,  and 
carrying  on  their  business  of  feeding  stock  on  these  prem-  . 
ises  and  they  had  the  right  to  conduct  this  business  with- 
out interruption  over  the  entire  tract  until  they  were  dis- 
possessed by  some  process  of  law,  not  by  force.  This 
forcible  interruption  is  an  injury  to  their  business  which 
a  court  of  equity  will  not  suffer. 

It  is  pleaded  by  way  of  answer  and  supported  by  some 
proof  that  the  fence  was  built  on,  and  the  hogs  were  turned 
into,  the  tract  in  dispute  before  the  injunction  was  actually 
issued.  This  was  for  the  purpose,  doubtless,  of  asserting 
the  proposition  that  if  the  act  complained  of  had  been 
accomplished  the  injunction  is  unavailing.  But  at  most 
all  that  was  accomplished  was  the  building  of  the  fence 
and  the  turning  in  of  the  hogs.  If  it  is  claimed  that 
these  acts  gave  Warner  possession,  then  to  this  we  can 
not  assent.  No  one  can  found  possession  on  a  tortious 
trespass  alone;  nor  can  any  one  acquire  a  right  by  the 
commission  of  a  wrong.  These  principles  are  elemental 
and  pervade  all  jurisprudence. 

It  therefore  follows  that  the  court  below  erred  in  hold- 
ing that  appellants  had  an  adequate  remedy  at  law,  and 
we  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be 
reversed  and  the  cause  remanded. 

Barnbb  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

,  ,    Bbvebsbd  and  remanded. 
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Pound,  C,  concurring. 

I  concur  in  the  decision,  but  think  the  statement  in 
paragraph  two  of  the  syllabus  too  strong.  A  trespass  ma; 
not  amount  to  taking  possession,  but  at  the  same  time 
possession  may  be  gained  by  a  trespass,  and  often  is. 


The  Continental  National  Bank  of  Chicago,  appel- 
lant, v.  Ltdia  Levy  et  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Mabch  19,  1802.    No.  11,339. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Conflicting  Evidence.  It  1b  a  settled  rule  of 
Uila  court  that  the  findings  of  the  trial  court,  on  conflicting  evi- 
dence, will  not  be  reversed  on  appeal  unless  clearly  wrong. 

8.  Appeal  and  Error:  Acnow  TO  Set  Aside  Conveyance:  Evidence, 
Evidence  examined,  and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  the  findings  o. 
the  trial  court 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysoe,  J.     Affirmed. 

W.  W.  Moraman,  for  appellant. 

John  W.  Lytle,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  entered  by  the  district 
court  for  Douglas  county  dismissing  a  suit  brought  by  the 
appellant  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  real  estate  alleged 
to  have  been  made  in  fraud  of  the  appellant  and  other 
creditors  of  one  of  the  appellees.  It  is  first  insisted  that 
this  court  should  weigh  the  evidence  precisely  as  though 
it  had  never  been  passed  upon  below,  and  make  findings 
wholly  unaffected  by  those  of  the  trial  court.  A  contrary 
rule,  often  reiterated  by  this  court,  has  prevailed  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  In  our  opinion  it  is  too  'late  to 
call  it  in  question.     This  leaves  but  one  question  in  the 
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case,  and  that  is,  whether  the  findings  and  decree  of  the 
trial  court  are  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence.  We  have 
examined  the  evidence  with  more  than  usual  care,  and 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  ample  to  that  end. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 


Annie  D.  Weight,  appellee,  v.  Fkank  G.  Patbick  et  al., 

APPELLANTS. 

Filed  Mabch  19,  1902.    No.  11,343. 
Sf  A  tf  7¥C 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Appraisal:    Deduction  of  Liens.    The  de- 

duction of  prior  liens  In  appraising  lands  for  judicial  sale  being 
for  the  benefit  of  the  creditor,  the  owner  of  the  lands  Is  not  preju- 
diced by  failure  to  deduct  liens  and  may  not  complain  thereof. 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:   Certificates  of  Liens  fbom  Treasures:  Pre- 

sumption. Where  the  treasurer,  upon  due  application  by  the 
sheriff,  furnishes  two  certificates  of  the  amount  of  taxes  due  upon 
the  lands  to  be  sold,  the  later  certificate  will  be  presumed  to  be 
correct. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

V.  O.  Strickler,  for  appellants. 

B.  G.  Burbank,  contra. 

Pound,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
lands  under  decree  of  foreclosure.  The  first  objection 
argued  is  that  no  certificate  of  liens  was  obtained  from 
the  register  of  deeds  or  from  the  clerk  of  the  district  court. 
But  the  deduction  of  prior  liens  in  appraising  lands  for 
judicial  sale  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditor,  Ballou  v. 
Sherwood,  58  Neb.,  20;  American  Investment  Co.  v.  He- 
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Gregor,  48  Neb.,  779.  Hence  the  owner  of  the  lands  is 
not  prejudiced  by  failure  to  deduct  such  liens  and  ma; 
not  complain  thereof.  Provident  Life  &  Trust  Co.  v. 
Dennis,  1  Neb.  [Unof.],  195.  The  other  objection  re- 
lates to  the  amount  of  taxes  deducted  in  the  appraise- 
ment. There  were  two  appraisements,  and  the  treasurer 
twice  certified  the  amount  of  taxes  due.  Although  no 
taxes  would  have  fallen  due  in  the  interim,  the  amount 
last  certified  is  considerably  larger  than  that  in  the  first 
certificate.  It  is  suggested,  and  we  have  no  doubt  cor- 
rectly, that  the  first  certificate  was  an  error.  At  any  rate, 
there  is  nothing  whatever  to  impeach  the  certificate  on 
which  the  sheriff  acted  in  making  the  last  appraisement 
except  the  smaller  amount  in  the  former  certificate.  As 
between  the  two,  we  certainly  mast  presume  that  the  later 
is  correct 
We  recommend  that  the  order  appealed  from  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


Geobgh  W.  Gabeison  v.  Ezra  Mtjbphy. 

Filed  Maboh  19,  1902.    No.  11,349. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Pleading   Overpayment:     StiFnoiERcr   After    Vebdiot.      Allegation 

that  certain  payments  made  at  defendant's  special  Instance  and  re- 
quest as  Interest  on  a  loan  were  In  excess  of  the  amount  due,  and 
made  without  any  knowledge  of  that  fact,  sufficiently  indicates 
a  payment  by  mistake  to  support  a  verdict,  rendered  upon  suffi- 
cient evidence,  for  the  plaintiff. 

2.  Evidence  of  Weights  of  Corn:    Testimony  fbom  Mkmohanoa.     A 

motion  to  strike  out  all  of  a  witness'  evidence  as  to  number  of 
buBhels  of  corn  furnished  by  one  party  to  the  other,  where  the 
witness  was  present  at  Its  delivery,  saw  the  loads,  and  testified 
as  to  the  quality  and  character  of  the  crop  on  the  land,  not 
erroneously  overruled,  though  the  witness  had,  without  objection, 
testified  as  to  weights  from  memoranda  which  subsequently 
appeared  to  have  been  taken  from  scale  tickets,  and  witness  wai 
not  present  at  the  weighing. 
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Error  from  the  district  court  for  Cass  county.  Tried 
below  before  Jessbn,  J.     Affirmed. 

Byron  Clark  and  C.  A.  Hotels,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Matthew  Qering,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

Two  questions  arise  in  this  case.  The  firBt  is  whether 
or  not  the  following  allegation  of  payment  by  mistake 
is  sufficient,  after  a  verdict,  to  support  a  judgment  for 
plaintiff : 

"That  from  said  22d  day  of  January,  1896,  until  the 
month  of  December,  1898,  this  plaintiff  paid  to  the  de- 
fendant for  interest  upon  said  $3,200  the  sum  of  $1,323.45, 
and  that  the  sum  over  and  above  the  interest  due  upon 
said  $3,200  was  paid  to  said  defendant  by  the  plaintiff  at 
the  defendant's  special  instance  and  request  and  without 
any  knowledge  upon  the  part  of  the  said  plaintiff  that  such 
sum  overpaid  the  defendant  the  interest  upon  said  $3,200." 

Plaintiff  alleged  a  loan  of  $3,200  at  eight  per  cent,  per 
annum,  and  its  repayment,  and  in  the  above  terms  an 
overpayment  of  interest.  It  is  insisted,  on  the  authority  of 
Renfrew  v.  Willis,  33  Neb.,  98,  that  the  foregoing  alle- 
gation shows  only  a  voluntary  payment  of  money,  and 
therefore  is  no  basis  for  the  verdict  and  judgment  in  favor 
of  the  pleader  in  this  case.  In  the  Renfrew  Case  the  plain- 
tiff set  oat  a  lease,  the  payment  by  cash  and  labor  of 
$3,372.22  at  defendant's  request  "by  virtue  of  the  lease," 
and  that  defendant  was  entitled  to  $1,600  and  no  more, 
and  the  rest  was  due  plaintiff.  The  allegation  of  the 
petition  in  the  present  case  distinctly  alleges  that  the  pay- 
ments were  for  interest  and  not  only  at  defendant's  re- 
quest, but  without  knowledge  on  defendant's  part  that 
such  sums  overpaid  the  interest  due.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  two  petitions  seems  to  be  that  in  Renfrew  v. 
Willis  no  mistake  nor  lack  of  knowledge  was  apparent 
from  the  pleading,  and  the  court  adds  that  none  was 
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shown  in  the  evidence,  and  on  both  grounds  the  case  was 
reversed.  In  the  present  case  there  is  no  claim  of  any 
lack  of  evidence  to  sustain  the  verdict  for  plaintiff  either 
in  the  county  court  or  on  appeal  in  the  district  court.  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  statement  in  the  present  petition  does 
amount  to  an  assertion  of  mistake  in  the  amount  of  in- 
terest and  of  its  payment  at  defendant's  special  request 
under  the  mistaken  supposition  that  it  was  a  part  of  the 
interest  provided  by  the  contract. 

It  is  conceded  by  counsel  that  if  the  facts  which  are 
found  by  the  jury  appear  in  the  pleading,  however  vaguely 
or  inartistically  they  may  be  set  forth,  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  verdict.  In  this  case  the  pleading  apprised 
the  defendant  of  what  was  to  be  proved  and  evidently  led 
to  quite  complete  preparation  of  proof  as  to  the  mistake. 
The  allegation  of  entire  want  of  knowledge  that  the  pay- 
ments made  were  in  excess  of  the  amount  due  and  that 
they  were  paid  for  interest  at  defendant's  special  request 
seems  enough,  in  the  absence  of  any  demand  for  a  more 
definite  statement,  and  after  verdict,  to  uphold  the  judg- 
ment. As  we  have  concluded  that  the  original  petition, 
while  indefinite  enough  to  subject  it  to  a  motion  to  make 
it  more  certain,  was,  nevertheless,  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  verdict,  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  the  amendment 
allowed  by  the  court  and  its  effect.  It  certainly  can  not 
be,  and  is  not,  claimed  to  weaken  in  any  way  the  original 
allegation. 

The  other  question  raised  is  as  to  an  alleged  error  in 
refusing  to  strike  out  certain  evidence  of  the  plaintiff, 
Garrison,  as  to  corn  received  by  defendant  in  the  years 
1896,  1897  and  1898.  This  was  on  the  ground  that  the 
witness  had  testified  to  certain  memoranda  of  weights, 
and  had  then  stated  on  crosB-examination  that  these 
memoranda  were  copied  from  scale  tickets  showing  the 
weights.  The  motion  to  strike  was  too  broad  in  any  event. 
It  included  all  the  evidence  of  the  witness  as  to  the  number 
of  bushels  of  corn,  and  surely  much  which  the  witness  had 
testified  to  was  competent.     He  had  testified  as  to  the 
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amount  and  character  of  the  crops  on  different  parts  of 
the  field  in  different  years,  and  the  motion,  if  good  at  all, 
conld  only  be  properly  aimed  at  the  testimony  as  to 
weights. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpatbiok,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


The  G.  T.  Northwall  Company  v.  The  McCormtck  Har- 
vester Machine  Company,  Substituted  fob  Charles 
B.  Strong,  Sheriff  of  Johnson  County. 

Fiud  Muoa  19,  1902.    No.  11.3E4. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Replevin:  Gesebal  Denial;  Pboof  or  Right  to  Possession:  Di- 
bectino  Vebdict:  Meabube  or  Damages.  In  an  action  of  replevin, 
where  the  plaintiff  claims  to  be  the  absolute  owner  of  the  property 
and  entitled  to  the  Immediate  possession  of  It,  and  the  defendant's 
answer  Is  a  general  denial,  the  plaintiff  must  establish  his  'owner- 
ship or  the  right  to  the  Immediate  possession  of  the  property  by 
tome  competent  evidence.  If  he  falls  to  do  this,  It  Is  the  duty  of 
the  court  to  direct  the  Jury  to  return  a  verdict  for  the  defendant. 
In  the  absence  of  any  showing  to  the  contrary  the  value  of  the 
defendant's  right  of  possession  Is  the  value  of  the  property  In 
controversy. 

L  Appeal  and  Error:  Review  of  Riujugs  on  Bvhhhge.  The  rulings 
of  the  trial  court  on  the  admission  of  evidence  examined,  and  held 
that  there  was  no  error  therein. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Johnson  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.     Affirmed. 

L.  G.  Chapman,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

if.  B.  O.  True  and  Wilson  &  Brown,  contra. 

Barnes,  0. 

The  G.  T.  Northwall  Company  commenced  an  action  in 
replevin  in  the  district  court  for  Johnson  county  against 
Charles  B.  Strong,  described  as  sheriff  of  that  county. 
By  its  petition  it  claimed  to  be  the  general  owner  and 
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entitled  to  the  immediate  possession  of  two  light  one-horse 
buggies.  The  petition  was  in  the  usual  form.  To  this 
petition  the  following  answer  was  filed  (omitting  title) : 
"Now  comes  the  said  defendant,  and  for  answer  to  the 
plaintiff's  petition  says  that  the  said  plaintiff  has  no 
capacity  to  sue  in  the  courts  of  this  state,  and  denies  each 
and  every  allegation  contained  in  said  petition.''  Upon 
the  issues  thus  joined  a  trial  was  had,  and  after  the  intro- 
duction of  the  evidence  the  court  instructed  the  jury  to 
return  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  which  it  did,  in  the 
words  and  figures  following  (omitting  title) :  "We,  the 
jury,  being  duly  impaneled  and  sworn  In  the  above  en- 
titled cause,  do  find  for  the  defendant;  do  find  that  at 
the  commencement  of  this  action  the  right  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  property  replevied  in  this  action  was  in  the 
defendant;  that  the  value  of  said  property  was  |84,  and 
that  the  value  of  the  defendant's  possession  is  $8-4,  and 
his  damage  is  assessed  at  one  cent'  Upon  this  verdict 
the  following  judgment  was  rendered:  "Now  on  this 
2d  day  of  May,  1899,  this  cause  came  on  for  hearing  upon 
a  motion  by  the  plaintiff  for  a  new. trial  herein,  upon  con- 
sideration whereof,  after  being  fully  advised  in  the  prem- 
ises, the  court  overrules  said  motion,  to  which  ruling  of 
the  court  the  plaintiff  excepts.  It  is  therefore  considered, 
ordered  and  adjudged  that  the  defendant  have  and  recover 
from  the  plaintiff  the  property  in  question  herein ;  or  in 
case  a  return  of  the  same  can  not  he  had,  that  the  said  de- 
fendant have  and  recover  of  and  from 'the  said  plaintiff 
the  sum  of  {84,  the  value  of  the  said  property  and  the 
value  of  the  defendant's  possession  of  the  same,  and  one 
cent,  his  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  the  detention 
of  said  property,  as  heretofore  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
found,  and  his  costs  in  this  behalf  expended,  taxed  at  the 

sum  of  $ ,  to  all  of  which  the  plaintiff  excepts.     The 

plaintiff  is  hereby  given  forty  days  from  the  rising  of  the 
court  to  present  its  bill  of  exceptions."  The  motion  for 
a  new  trial  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  not  filed  until  the 
3d  day  of  May,  the  day  after  the  judgment  was  rendered 
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and  the  case  finally  disposed  of.  On  the  6th  day  of  May, 
after  the  judgment  had  been  rendered  and  the  case  finally 
disposed  of,  the  court,  on  the  application  of  the  defendant, 
permitted  the  McConnick  Harvester  Machine  Company  to 
be  substituted  as  the  defendant  in  the  action.  The  case 
was  thereupon  brought  to  this  conrt  by  a  petition  in  error. 
1.  The  plaintiff  contends  that  there  was  no  evidence 
offered  by  the  defendant  showing  the  value  of  the  defend- 
ant's possession,  and  that  the  finding  of  the  jury  was 
without  evidence  to  support  it;  that  the  defendant  did  not 
in  any  way  attempt  to  justify  his  taking  of  the  property ; 
that  the  defendant  did  not  show  any  right  of  possession 
whatever;  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  support  the  find- 
ing of  the  jury  wherein  they  say  in  their  verdict,  "that  we 
find  for  the  defendant"  Therefore  the  judgment  of  the 
court  is  erroneous  and  must  he  reversed.  It  will  be  ob- 
served that,  as  the  issues  stood  at  the  time  of  the  trial, 
plaintiff  claimed  to  be  the  general  owner  and  entitled  to 
the  immediate  possession  of  the  property  in  controversy. 
The  defendant  denied  all  the  allegations  of  the  plaintiff's 
petition,  and  it  devolved  upon  the  plaintiff  to  prove  his 
ownership  and  his  right  to  the  immediate  possession  of  the 
property.  An  examination  of  the  bill  of  exceptions  will 
show  that  there  was  no  evidence  introduced  by  the  plain- 
tiff to  establish  either  his  ownership  or  his  right  to  the 
possession  of  the  property.  The  plaintiff  in  an  action  of 
replevin  must  recover  upon  the  strength  of  his  own  title, 
or  the  right  of  possession  to  the  property  in  controversy. 
Goodman  v,  Kennedy,  10  Neb.,  270;  Bardwell  v.  Btubbert, 
17  Neb.,  485;  Peterson  v.  Lodtvick.,  44  Neb.,  771;  8t.  John 
v.  Hicanback,  39  Neb.,  841;  Kavanaugh  v.  Brodball,  40 
Neb.,  875.  It  was  held  by  this  court  in  Johannson  v.  MUler, 
45  Neb.,  53,  that  in  replevin  the  right  of  possession  must 
be  affirmatively  shown  to  exist  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  can  not  be  predicated 
upon  the  mere  failure  of  the  defendant  to  affirmatively 
establish  in  his  own  favor  a  superior  right  in  that  respect. 
In  Peterson  v.  Lodmck,  44  Neb.,  771,  it  was  held  that 
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where  the  plaintiff  failed  to  prove  his  own  title  it  was 
proper  for  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury  to  return  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant.  There  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  to 
support  any  claim  or  right  to  the  goods  in  controversy  in 
the  plaintiff,  the  Northwall  Company;  no  other  verdict 
could  have  been  returned  by  the  jury  than  one  in  favor 
of  the  defendant.  Therefore  the  court  did  not  err  in 
directing  the  jury  to  return  such  a  verdict. 

It  is  contended  that  there  was  no  evidence  as  to  the 
value  of  the  defendant's  possession  upon  which  the  jury 
could  base  its  finding  on  that  question.  An  examination 
of  the  record  will  show  that  it  was  stipulated  that  the 
value  of  the  buggies  in  controversy  was  $105.  The  jury 
found  the  value  of  the  defendant's  right  of  possession  to  be 
$84,  which  was  within  the  value  of  the  property,  fixed  by 
the  verdict  In  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary, 
where  plaintiff  has  no  right  to,  or  interest  in,  the  property, 
the  value  of  the  defendant's  right  of  possession  is  the  value 
of  the  goods  as  found  by  the  jury.  Therefore  the  finding 
of  the  jury  upon  this  question  was  not  prejudicial  to 
plaintiff  and  should  be  sustained. 

2.  It  is  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  sustaining  de- 
fendant's objection  to  the  introduction  of  exhibit  No.  1. 
An  examination  of  this  exhibit,  found  on  page  20  of  the 
bill  of  exceptions,  discloses  that  it  is  a  blank  order  to 
the  G.  T.  Northwall  Company  for  the  shipment  of  goods; 
it  contains  no  description  of  any  kind  of  goods  or  property 
whatever.  Upon  its  face  it  proves  nothing.  The  testimony 
offered  in  relation  to  it  was  "insufficient  to  connect  it  in 
any  manner  with  the  property  in  controversy.  For  this 
reason  the  court  properly  excluded  it  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  jury,  and  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  allow  it 
to  be  introduced  in  evidence. 

The  record  in  this  case  discloses  that  no  other  verdict 
could  have  been  rendered  by  the  jury,  and  we  recommend 
that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Mebcantilb  Co-operative  Bank,  appellant,  v.  Conkad 
A.  Schaaf,  appellee. 

Filed  HABOH  19,  1902.    No.  11,379. 

Commissi  oner's  opinion,    Department  No.  2. 

Building  and  Loan  Associations:  Aooounttwo:  Vat.ui  or  Stock.  In 
an  accounting  between  a  foreign  building  and  loan  association 
and  a  member  to  whom  a  loan  has  been  made,  if  credit  Is  given 
the  member  for  the  amount  paid  upon  the  stock,  It  must  be  on 
the  theory  tbat  such  amount  represents  the  value  thereof,  he 
having  elected  to  apply  it  on  the  debt  Hence,  where  such  sum  Is 
credited  to  the  borrower,  no  further  deduction  should  be  made 
for  value  of  the  stock. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.     Reversed  with  directions. 

Sawyer  &  Snell,  for  appellant 

F.  A.  Boehmer,  contra. 

Pound,  0. 

This  suit  was  brought  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  given  by 
appellee  to  appellant,  which  is  a  foreign  building  and 
loan  association.  The  transaction  in  question  did  not 
involve  any  question  of  usury,  as  the  interest  and  premiums 
amount  to  less  than  ten  per  cent.,  and  took  place  prior 
to  the  enactment  of  the  present  statute.  Appellee  in  his 
answer  elected  to  have  his  stock  applied  upon  the  mort- 
gage debt,  and  the  sole  question,  under  the  evidence,  is 
as  to  the  amount  due  and  the  methods  by  which  such 
amount  is  to  be  ascertained.  The  principles  governing 
an  accounting  of  this  sort  have  been  laid  down  in  People's 
Building,  Loan  &  Saving's  Association  v.  Oilmore,  1  Neb. 
[Unof.],  181,  and  McDowell  v.  Pioneer  Savings  &  Loan 
Co.,  antej  page  24.  Judged  by  these  principles,  we  think 
the  decree  is  wrong.  The  district  court  took  the  total 
amount  paid  by  the  borrower  to  the  association  and, 
adding  thereto  the  value  of  the  stock,  deducted  the  aggre- 
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gate  from  the  amount  of  the  loan  and  interest  thereon. 
In  the  cases  cited  it  was  held  that  the  member  might  have 
his  stock  applied  upon  the  debt  if  he  so  elected;  that  in 
the  absence  of  evidence  as  to  its  actual  value  the  stock 
would  be  taken  to  be  worth  the  amount  that  had  been 
paid  upon  it;  that  payments  made  on  the  stock  were  not 
to  be  applied  as  payments  on  the  loan  until  the  borrower 
had  elected  to  have  them  so  applied  and,  in  consequence, 
that  credit  for  the  value  of  the  stock  should  be  given  as 
of  the  time  of  such  election,  not  as  of  the  time  when  the 
several  payments  were  made.  It  follows  that  if  credit  is 
given  for  the  amount  paid  upon  the  stock,  it  must  be  upon 
the  theory  that  such  amount  represents  the  value  thereof. 
Hence,  where  such  sum  is  credited  to  the  borrower,  no 
further  deduction  should  be  made  for  value  of  the  stock. 
We  think  the  decree  should  be  reversed  and  the  cause 
remanded  with  directions  to  enter  a  decree  of  foreclosure 
for  |450.60  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  and  four-fifths 
per  cent  from  March  16,  1900. 

Babnes  and  Oldham,  CC,  concur. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  the 
cause  remanded  with  directions  to  enter  a  decree  of  fore- 
closure for  $450.60  and  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  and 
four-fifths  per  cent  from  March  16,  1900. 

Reversed  with  directions. 


The  P.  Schobnhofbn  Brewing  Company  t.  John  C. 
Whipple  bt  al. 

Pom  March  19, 1902.  No.  11,88*. 
Commissioner's  opinion.  Department  No.  2. 
1.  Intoxicating  Liquors:  "Slocuub  Law":  Statutes.  Chapter  50  of 
Compiled  Statute*  of  Nebraska,  commonly  known  as  tbe  "Slocumb 
Law,"  Is  a  rigid,  drastic  and  prohibitive  enactment  denouncing  all 
sales  of  Intoxicating  liquors  not  made  strictly  In  compliance  with 
Its  provisions. 
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2.  Intoxicating  Liquora:    Validity  of  Sale:    Lex  LoOI.     The  validity 

of  a  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  determined  by  tbe  law  of  the 
place  at  which  the  sale  Is  made. 

3.  Intoxicating  Liquors:    Contract:    Consideration.    No  action  can  be 

maintained  on  a  contract  the  consideration  of  which  Is  either 
wicked  In  itself  or  prohibited  by  law.  Store  £  Her  v.  Finklestein, 
46  Neb.,  677,  followed. 

i 
Ebhor  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county.  Tried 
below  before  Slabaugh,  J.     Affirmed. 

Q.  W.  Shields,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Charles  F,  Tuttle  and  H.  A.  Whipple,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  was  an  action  by  the  plaintiff  brewing  company 
against  the  defendants  to  recover  on  a  bond  for  the  pur- 
chase price  of  beer  sold  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant, 
German  Village  Company.  The  material  allegations  of 
the  petition  are  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  corporation  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Illinois  and  that  the 
defendant,  German  Village  Company,  is  a  corporation 
organized  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Nebraska  and 
doing  business  in  the  city  of  Omaha ;  that  from  the  21st 
day  of  March,  1898,  and  up  to  the  4th  day  of  June,  1898, 
the  German  Village  Company  was  a  copartnership  con- 
sisting of  Charles  F.  Beindorff  and  John  C.  Whipple;  that 
on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1898,  the  said  partnership  was 
dissolved  and  all  the  rights,  credits,  effects  and  contracts 
were  assigned  to,  and  became  the  property  of  the  German 
Village  Company;  that  among  the  effects,  so  assigned, 
was  a  concession  issued  to  the  copartnership  by  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  &  International  Exposition  Company  for  the 
running  of  the  German  Village  on  the  east  midway  of  the 
said  Trans-Mississippi  &  International  Exposition  Com- 
pany's grounds,  and  also  an  agreement  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  said  copartnership.  {A  copy  of  this  agree- 
ment is  attached  to  and  made  a  part  of  the  petition. )  The 
49 
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material  conditions  of  this  agreement  are:  That  the  co- 
partnership agrees  to  purchase  from  the  P.  Schoenhofen 
Brewing  Company,  through  its  local  representative  in  the 
city  of  Omaha,  Henry  Rohlff,  ali  malt  beer  in  bottles  and 
in  wood  used  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  or 
sold  by  them  in  the  said  German  Village  (except  that  they 
shall  have  the  right  to  purchase  and  sell  beer  manufact- 
ured in  other  countries  than  the  United  States),  and  pay 
for  the  same  at  the  end  of  each  week.  Then  follows  the' 
price  which  they  agree  to  pay  and  their  agreement  to 
return  the  empty  kegs,  cases  and  bottles  to  plaintiff's 
agent  at  the  German  Village.  This  is  followed  by  an 
agreement  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  pay  the  sum  of 
$3,000  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  German  Village.  There  were  other  con- 
ditions in  this  agreement  which  are  immaterial  in  this 
controversy.  But  it  was  further  agreed  in  the  contract 
that  plaintiff  should  furnish  and  deliver  the  beer  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  in  good  condition  at  the  Ger- 
man Village.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  were  to  furnish  a  bond  in  the  penal  Bum  of 
f5,0Q0,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
conditions  of  the  agreement  with  Charles  Beindorff,  father 
of  said  Charles  F.  Beindorff,  as  surety  thereon.  It  was 
also  agreed  that  the  concession  should  not  be  assignee.1 
by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  without  notification 
to  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  that  the  bond  should 
be  held  liable  for  the  fulfillment  of  this  contract  by  such 
assignee.  This  contract  was  signed  by  P.  Schoenhofen 
Brewing  Company  by  its  secretary,  and  Charles  P. 
Beindorff  and  John  C.  Whipple.  To  this .  contract  is 
attached  a  bond  as  provided  for  in  the  contract,  in  the 
penal  sum  of  $5,000.  This  bond  runs  to  P.  Schoenhofen 
Brewing  Company  and  provides  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  above  set  out  by  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  and  it  is  signed  by  Charles  F.  Beindorff  and 
John  C.  Whipple  as  principals  and  Charles  Beindorff  as 
surety.    The  petition  then  goes  oil  and  alleges  that  at  the 


VOL.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902.  707 

Schoenhofen  Brewing  Co.  v.  Whipple. 

time  of  making  this  agreement  that  the  plaintiff  had  no 
license  to  sell  malt,  spirituous  or  vinous  liquors  in  the  city 
of  Omaha  and  state  of  Nebraska,  but  that  it  had  an  agent, 
whose  name  is  Henry  Rohlff,  who  had  a  license  duly 
issued  to  him  by  the  proper  authorities  to  sell  malt, 
spirituous  and  vinous  liquors  in  the  city  of  Omaha  and 
state  of  Nebraska,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  complying 
with  the  liquor  laws  of  the  state  of  Nebraska  and  the  city 
of  Omaha  it  was  provided  in  the  contract  that  the  sales 
contemplated  in  the  said  contract  should  be  made  through 
the  said  Henry  Rohlff,  as  agent  for  plaintiff.  The  petition 
then  proceeds  to  set  out  the  sales  of  beer  made  to  the 
German  Village  by  the  plaintiff  in  reliance  on  this  con- 
tract and  bond,  and  sets  up  by  proper  allegation  that 
there  is  due  the  said  plaintiff  on  said  contract  for  beer 
so  sold  and  delivered  the  sum  of  $882,  and  that  the  con- 
ditions of  the  bond  have  been  broken  by  failure  of  the 
principals  therein  to  pay  for  said  beer  as  provided  for 
in  their  contract,  and  prays  judgment  against  all  the 
defendants  for  the  sum  of  $882  and  interest.  To  this 
petition  the  defendant  interposed  a  demurrer.  The  de- 
murrer was  sustained  by  the  trial  court,  and  plaintiff 
refusing  to  further  plead  its  petition  was  dismissed  and 
it  brings  error  to  this  court. 

An  examination  of  the  contract  on  which  plaintiffs 
action  is  founded  shows  clearly  that  the  contract  was 
made  in  Nebraska  and  was  for  the  sale  and  delivery  of 
intoxicating  liquors  within  this  state  by  one  who  had  no 
license  or  legal  authority  to  engage  in  the  traffic,  but  who 
sought  to  avoid  the  consequences  of  his  act  by  having  the 
sale  and  delivery  of  the  goods  nominally  made  by  Henry 
Rohlff,  a  licensed  dealer  in  intoxicating  liquors,  as  his 
agent.  Henry  Rohlff  is  neither  a  party  to  the  suit  or  the  ■ 
contract  and  bond  on  which  the  right  of  action  is  predi- 
cated. The  only  reference  to  Henry  Rohlff  in  the  contract 
is  that  the  defendants  agree  to  purchase  from  the  plaintiff 
through  its  local  representative  in  the  city  of  Omaha, 
Henry  Rohlff,  all  its  malt  beer  of  American  brew,  etc. 
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In  other  words,  the  defendants  agreed  to  buy  all  their 
American  brewed  beer  from  plaintiff  through  its  agent, 
Henry  Rohlff ;  and  by  other  terms  of  the  contract  plain- 
tiff agreed  to  sell  and  deliver  its  beer  to  the  German 
Village  at  its  village  in  the  city  of  Omaha  and  state  of 
Nebraska.  Then  the  question  is,  can  the  plaintiff,  an  un- 
licensed dealer  in  intoxicating  liquors,  recover  in  the 
courts  of  this  state  for  the  purchase  price  of  beer  sold 
under  such  a  subterfuge  as  this?  We  think  not.  Chapter 
50  of  the  Compiled  Statutes  of  Nebraska,  commonly  known 
as  the  "Slocumb  Law,"  is  a  rigid,  drastic  and  prohibitive 
enactment  denouncing  all  sales  of  intoxicating  liquors 
not  made  strictly  in  compliance  with  its  provisions.  The 
public  policy  of  this  statute  is  to  restrain  and  punish 
every  form  of  traffic  in  intoxicants  that  is  not  guarded, 
shackled,  licensed  and  taxed  by  the  strict  provisions  of  this 
chapter.     State  v.  Cummings,  17  Neb.,  311. 

The  question  of  the  right  to  recover  for  the  purchase 
price  of  liquors  since  the  passage  of  this  enactment  has 
been  before  this  court  on  several  occasions.  One  of  the 
early  cases  is  that  of  Deldhaye  v.  Heitkemper,  16  Neb., 
475.  In  this  case  an  action  was  brought  on  a  promissory 
note.  The  defense  interposed  was  that  the  note  was  given 
as  the  purchase  price  of  liquors  sold  in  the  state  of  Iowa, 
and  that  under  section  1550  of  the  Iowa  Code  of  1873  the 
sale  was  illegal;  and  the  answer  pleaded  the  provisions 
of  that  section  and  asked  by  way  of  set-off  to  recover 
against  the  plaintiff  a  part  payment  made  for  the  liquors. 
The  court  held  that  the  Iowa  statute,  not  being  in  con- 
travention  of  the  public  policy  of  the  laws  of  this  state, 
would  be  enforced  here.  The  action  on  the  note  was  dis- 
missed and  the  defendant  was  permitted  to  recover  back 
the  part  payment  he  had  made  on  such  purchase,  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Iowa  statute. 

In  the  case  of  Gillen  v.  Riley,  27  Neb.,  158,  the  action 
was  brought  by  a  licensed  dealer  doing  business  in  the  city 
of  Omaha  and  was  for  the  recovery  of  the  purchase  price 
of  liquors  sold  to  a  licensed  dealer  whose  place  of  business 
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was  in  Dixon  county,  Nebraska.  In  this  case  the  plaintiff 
was  permitted  to  recover,  the  court  holding  that  under 
his  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors  he  might  send  his 
agents  out  and  take  orders  in  any  part  of  the  state  for 
orders  to  be  selected  and  forwarded  from  the  stock  kept 
in  his  store  at  his  place  of  business. 

The  next  case  of  this  nature  before  this  court  was  that  of 
Wagner  v.  Breed,  29  Neb.,  720.  This  case  arose  on  an 
action  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  given  to  secure  promissory 
notes  executed  by  Breed  to  Wagner.  The  consideration  of 
the  notes  was  an  indebtedness  from  Breed  to  Wagner 
for  intoxicating  liquors  sold  by  Wagner  to  Breed.  Wagner 
was  engaged  in  business  in  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  Plaintiff 
was  permitted  to  recover  in  this  case,  but  the  question 
turned  on  the  legality  of  the  sale  at  the  place  where  made. 
It  appears  that  Wagner  was  a  licensed  dealer  in  the  state 
of  Illinois  and  that  the  orders  were  sent  to  him  by  Breed 
from  Nebraska,  and  that  these  orders  were  filled  at  Rock 
Island,  where  Wagner  had  a  right  to  engage  in  the  traffic. 
This  case  is  easily  distinguished  from  the  case  at  bar  in 
this,  that  the  place  of  sale  in  the  case  at  bar  was  at  Omaha, 
Nebraska,  while  in  Wagner  v.  Breed,  supra,  the  place  of 
sale  was  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois. 

It  is  a  rule  almost  uniformly  recognized  that  the  va- 
lidity of  a  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  is  determined  by 
the  law  of  the  place  at  which  the  sale  is  made.  The  modi- 
fication of  thiB  rule  is  that  even  if  the  sale  would  be 
valid  where  made,  yet,  if  the  vendor  knowingly  aids  the 
vendee  in  conveying  the  liquors,  so  sold,  to  another  state 
or  place  with  the  view  to  their  being  resold  by  the  vendee 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  such  state  or  place,  then  the  sale 
would  be  illegal.  Graves  v.  Johnson,  15  L.  R.  A.  [Mass.], 
834;  Webster  v.  Munger,  8  Gray  [Mass.],  584;  Banchar 
v.  Mangel,  47  Me.,  58. 

Another  case  before  this  court,  and  the  one  that  we  think 
controls  the  case  at  bar,  is  that  of  Storz  &  Her  v.  Finklc- 
stein,  46  Neb.,  577,  65  N.  W.  Rep.,  195.  In  this  case  plain- 
tin!  sued  to  recover  the  purchase  price  of  beer  sold  to 
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defendant.  Defendant  plead  an  agreement  on  the  part  of 
plaintiff  to  procure  him  a  license  and  a  failure  to  do  so  and 
asked  for  damages  in  the  amount  he  was  compelled  to 
pay  for  such  license.  Plaintiff  replied  by  pleading  a  cub- 
tom,  which  they  alleged  was  a  part  of  the  contract,  that 
defendant  was  to  sell  as  agent  for  plaintiff  under  the 
license  they  had  procured  for  their  bottling  works.  Plain- 
tiff was  not  permitted  to  recover,  the  court  holding 
that  "No  action  can  he  maintained  on  a  contract  the  con- 
sideration of  which  is  either  wicked  in  itself  or  prohibited 
by  law."  This  case  seems  to  settle  definitely  the  propo- 
sition that  one  individual  can  not  sell  intoxicating  liquors 
for  his  own  benefit  under  the  protection  of  a  license  issued 
to  another. 

The  next  case  before  this  court  was  Rocco  v.  Fra-poli, 
50  Neb.,  665.  In  this  case  suit  was  instituted  for  damages 
on  a  consignment  of  a  car-load  of  wines  and  brandies  made 
by  plaintiff  from  California  to  the  defendants  who  were 
commission  merchants  engaged  in  business  in  the  city 
of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The  consignment  was  made  on  an 
agreement  that  the  defendants  were  to  have  a  commission 
on  all ,  the  wines  and  brandies  sold  from  such  consign- 
ment. Neither  of  the  parties  to  the  contract  were  licensed 
dealers  in  intoxicating  liquors  in  the  state  of  Nebraska. 
The  court  denied  a  recovery  because  the  contract  was  con- 
trary to  public  policy. 

It  seems  to  follow  from  a  review  of  these  authorities 
that  one  who  is  not  a  licensed  dealer  in  intoxicating 
liquors  under  the  laws  of  this  state  can  not  recover  the 
purchase  price  of  liquors  which  he  sells  in  violation  of 
law ;  and  it  also  seems  well  established  that  one  can  not 
shield  himself  from  the  consequences  of  an  illegal  sale  of 
liquors  made  in  his  own  name  and  for  his  own  benefit 
either  by  pretending  to  act  as  agent  for  a  licensed  dealer, 
or  by  using  one  who  is  a  licensed  dealer  as  a  pretended 
agent  for  him  in  the  transaction. 

We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  the  judgment  of 
the  learned  trial  court  in  sustaining  the  demurrer  to  plain- 
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tiff's  petition  was  right  and  we  recommend  that  it  be 
affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Abneb  Hbateb  v.  Charles  J.  Penrod-  et  al. 

Filed  Mabcii  19,  1902.    No.  11,397. 
Cora  ml  sal  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 


3.  Appeal  and  Error:  Objection  Afteb  Vebmct  of  No  Petition  or  File. 
After  having  gone  to  trial  upon  the  theory  that  the  petition  was 
duly  filed,  a  defeated  party  can  not,  after  verdict  against  him,  be 
heard  to  urge  that  there  was  no  petition  on  file  and  no  cause  pend- 
ing before  the  court 

3.  Trial:  Misconduct  of  Counsel:  Fhejudick.  The  argument  of  coun- 
sel to  the  Jury  should  be  limited  to  a  discussion  of  the  facta  In 
evidence  and  the  reasonable  Inferences  deduclble  therefrom.  Cer- 
tain language  In  argument,  while  a  slight  departure  from  the 
legitimate  rules  of  debate,  held  not  to  have  been  prejudicial  to 
defendant's  rights. 

Erbob  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Affirmed. 

Billingsley  rf  Greene  and  R.  H.  Hagelin,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Mockett  &  Polk  and  George  Jtinner,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

Charles  J.  Penrod  brought  this  action  in  the  district 
court  for  Lancaster  county  to  recover  damages  from  the 
defendants  for  the  conversion  of  certain  household  goods 
belonging  to  the  plaintiff.  Upon  the  trial  a  verdict  was 
returned  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  against  all  of  the  de- 
fendants, upon  which  judgment  was  rendered.  To  review 
this  judgment  the  defendant,  Abner  Heater,  has  brought 
the  case  to  this  court  by  proceedings  in  error. 
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It  is  urged  by  the  defendant.  Heater,  that  the  evidence 
is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  verdict  against  him.  While 
there  is  a  direct  conflict  in  the  evidence  it  is,  in  our  opinion, 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  verdict  It  was  shown  that  during 
the  absence  of  the  plaintiff  from  his  home  his  household 
goods  were  removed  therefrom  and  stored  in  the  defend- 
ant's warehouse.  Why  the  goods  were  taken  or  by  whom 
appears  only  inferential ly.  That  defendant,  Heater,  knew 
that  the  goods  belonged  to  the  plaintiff  is  clearly  estab- 
lished. It  was  also  shown  that  Heater  had  said  in  a  con- 
versation with  one  of  the  witnesses  that  he  proposed  to 
keep  the  goods  until  the  plaintiff  paid  a  rent  bill  he  owed 
him.  When  demand  was  made  upon  him  for  the  goods 
he  denied  having  them;  he  admitted,  however,  they  had 
been  in  his  possession,  but  claimed  they  had  been  taken 
away.  It  was  also  shown  that  he  asked  the  plaintiff  what 
he  would  do  on  the  rent  account  if  he  (Heater)  got  his 
goods  back  for  him. 

Without  attempting  to  review  the  evidence  on  the  ques- 
tion of  Heater's  liability,  we  think  there  is  sufficient  in 
the  record  to  sustain  the  finding  of  the  jury.  The  facts 
proven  bring  the  case  clearly  within  the  rule  announced 
in  SHI  v.  Campbell  Commission  Co.,  54  Neb.,  59,  wherein 
it  was  held  that  "Every  one  who  aids  and  assists  in  the 
conversion  of  the  chattels  of  a  third  person,  is  liable  for 
their  value." 

It  is  also  argued  that  there  was  no  petition  on  flic  upon 
which  a  judgment  could  be  based.  This  contention  is 
without  merit.  The  petition  was  filed  May  21,  1898.  An 
amended  petition  was  filed  February  14,  1899,  which  was 
by  order  of  court  stricken  from  the  files  and  an  order 
made  giving  leave  to  the  plaintiff  to  refile.  the  original 
petition.  The  record  does  not  show  affirmatively  that  this 
was  done.  The  case  was  tried,  however,  upon  the  theory 
that  the  petition  was  duly  filed,  being  so  treated  by  both 
parties  to  the  action  as  well  as  the  court  After  having 
gone  to  trial  upon  the  theory  that  the  petition  was  duly 
filed  a  defeated  party  can  not,  after  verdict  against  him,  be 
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heard  to  urge  that  there  was  no  petition  on  file  and  no 
cause-  pending  before  the  court 

It  is  contended  that  plaintiff's  counsel,  in  arguing  the 
case  to  the  jury,  made  use  of  language  which  was  in- 
flammatory and  tended  to  prejudice  the  jury  againBt  the 
defendant,  Heater.  The  language  used  characterized 
the  defendant,  Heater,  as  the  "Judas  of  the  whole  con- 
troversy, the  man  behind  the  whole  conspiracy  to  deprive 
this  young  man  of  his  property;  he  is  the  man  who  has 
put  the  wheels  in  motion,  who  has  wronged  us  beyond 
everybody  else."  Objections  were  made  to  the  language 
of  counsel,  which  were  overruled.  The  argument  of 
counsel  to  the  jury  should  be  limited  to  a  discussion  of 
the  facts  in  evidence  and  the  reasonable  inferences 
deducible  therefrom.  We  do  not  think  the  language 
objected  to  is  of  such  a  character  as  would  unduly  incite 
the  jurors  or  arouse  in  their  minds  a  prejudice  against  the 
defendant.  The  language  was,  perhaps,  a  slight  departure 
from  the  legitimate  rules  of  debate,  but  we  do  not  believe 
that  it  was  prejudicial  to  the  defendant's  rights.  Angle 
v.  Bilby,  25  Neb.,  595. 

The  plaintiff  offered  in  evidence  certain  declarations 
of  one  of  the  defendants  which  were  made  out  of  the 
presence  of  the  defendant,  Heater.  The  introduction  of 
this  testimony  is  now  assigned  as  error.  It  is  clear  that 
the  declarations  of  the  defendants  made  out  of  the  pres- 
ence of  each  other  were  received  as  evidence  only  against 
the  declarant  It  was  perfectly  competent  as  against  the 
declarant  and  such  other  defendants  as  were  present  at 
the  time.    We  see  no  error  in  admitting  this  testimony. 

Complaint  is  also  made  to  the  giving  of  instruction  No. 
5.  It  is  urged  that  the  instruction  gives  the  impression 
that  the  jury  may  find  against  all  of  the  defendants  if 
they  found  that  one  of  them  is  connected  with  the  trans- 
action. That  part  of  the  instruction  referred  to  is  as 
follows:  "Therefore  the  question  to  be  determined  by 
you  in  this  case,  under  the  evidence  now  before  you,  ig 
whether  or  not  the  defendants  or  either  of  them  carried 
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away  and  converted  to  their  own  use  the  property  in 
plaintiff's  petition  described,  without  the  consent  or 
authority  'of  the  owner  thereof,  and  have  failed  and 
refused  to  account  therefor."  The  vice  complained  of 
in  this  instruction,  if  any  there  he,  is  made  clear  by  in- 
strnction  No.  6,  where  the  jury  are  told  that  "in  event 
you  find  from  the  evidence  that  only  one  of  said  defend- 
ants so  appropriated  and  converted  such  property  in  man- 
ner as  alleged  in  the  plaintiff's  petition,  then  you  should 
find  against  such  defendant  and  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
whom  yon  believe  to  be  from  the  evidence  to  have  not  been 
connected  in  such  unlawful  act" 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  record,  we  do  not 
believe  the  numerous  errors  alleged  in  the  motion  for  a 
new  trial  and  the  petition  in  error  have  been  prejudicial 
to  the  rights  of  defendant,  Heater,  The  other  defend- 
ants did  not  file  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  or  a  petition  in 
error,  and  while  one  of  them  has  filed  a  brief  in  this  court 
it  presents  nothing  which  we  can  review. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kiekpateick,  CO.,  concur. 


William  Bokhoof  v.  John  M.  Stewart,  Sheriff  of  Hour 
County. 

Filed  Mabch  19,  1902.    No.  11,409. 
tft/tt  J 54 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Judgment:     Re  hitched  or  Answer  Dat:     Waived:     Collatehal   At- 

tack. While  It  Is  irregular  and  erroneous  to  render  judgment  on 
answer  day,  such  irregularity  may  be  waived  by  not  taking  ad- 
vantage thereof,  and  a  Judgment  bo  rendered  la  not  open  to  col- 
lateral attack. 

2.  Vendor  and  Purchaser:    Fraudulent  Intxnt  in  Balk.    On  an  Issue 

as  to  the  validity  of  a  sale  of  cattle  as  against  creditors,  toe  cir- 
cumstances that  the  cattle  remained  at  all  times  in  the  possession 
of  the  vendor;  that  no  payment  was  made  till  long  after  the 
alleged  date  of  the  sale;  that  the  vendor  was  Insolvent;  that  there 
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was  no  Inspection  of  the  cattle  before  purchase;  that  a  check  given 
in  payment  was  not  presented  For  some  time  after  the  date  It 
hears,  and  not  till  after  execution  Issued  against  the  Vendor;  and 
that  the  purchase  money  did  not  go  to  the  vendor,  but  by  his  di- 
rection to  a  daughter  whom  he  claimed  to  owe,  held  sufficient  to 
Justify  a  finding  of  fraudulent  intent  In  both  parties. 

Eeboe  from  the  district  court  for  Holt  county.  Tried 
below  before  Kinkaid,  J.     Affirmed. 

Jackson  &  Williams,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

It.  R.  Dickson,  contra. 

Pound,  O. 

This  is  an  action  of  replevin  to  recover  certain  cattle 
levied  on  by  defendant  on  execution  against  plaintiff's 
vendor.  The  defendant  claimed  that  the  transfer  was 
made  in  fraud  of  creditors,  and  the  jury  so  found.  Error 
is  prosecuted  by  the  plaintiff.  It  is  claimed  that  the  evi- 
dence fails  to  show  a  valid  levy,  and  that  the  judgment, 
pursuant  to  which  the  execution  issued,  is  void  upon  its 
face.  The  ground  of  the  first  contention  is  that  the  exe- 
cution only  was  offered  in  evidence  without  offering  the 
return  also.  But  the  petition  alleges  explicitly  that  de- 
fendant at  the  time  suit  was  brought  had  possession  by 
virtue  of  a  levy  under  the  execution,  and  there  is  ample 
evidence,  adduced  by  plaintiff  himself,  that  the  levy  was 
made,  and  made  upon  the  cattle  in  dispute.  The  judgment 
on  which  the  execution  issued  was  rendered  by  the  county 
court  on  the  day  at  which  the  judgment  debtor  was  to  an- 
swer by  the  terms  of  an  order  allowing  time  for  that  pur- 
pose. Such  premature  rendition  of  the  judgment  was  irreg- 
ular and  erroneous.  Rich  v.  Stretch,  4  Neb.,  186.  But  the 
irregularity  should  have  been  taken  advantage  of  in  the 
original  cause.  It  was  waived  by  not  doing  so.  The  time 
allowed  to  the  judgment  debtor  to  plead  was  for  his  bene- 
fit in  that  action.  If  he  did  not  care  to  avail  himself  of 
it  and  attempt  some  defense  in  the  county  court  or  to  prose- 
cute error  and  correct  the  defect  directly,  he  ought  not 
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to  be  heard  to  complain  in  subsequent  collateral  proceed- 
ings. The  judgment  was  merely  erroneous..  It  is  not 
open  to  collateral  attack.  White  v.  Crow,  110  U.  S.,  183; 
Harper  v.  Bilea,  115  Pa.  St.,  594,  8  Atl.  Rep.,  446;  Mitchell 
v.  Aten,  37  Kan.,  33, 14  Pac.  Rep.,  497;  Burt  v.  Scrantom, 
1  Cal.,  416 ;  Altman  v.  School  District,  56  Pac.  Rep.  [Ore,] , 
291 ;  Righier  v.  Thornton,  6  Ohio  Dec.,  7. 

It  is  also  argued  that  the  verdict  is  contrary  to  the 
evidence  and  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  the  court. 
The  evidence  of  fraud  is  wholly  circumstantial.  But  that 
fraudulent  intent  in  a  transfer  of  property  is  a  question 
of  fact  does  not  mean  that  such  intent  may  not  be  proved 
by  circumstances.  It  is  often  the  case  that  no  direct 
proof  is  available,  and  in  most  cases  fraud  is  established 
by  the  circumstances.  The  court  can  not  say,  as  a  matter 
of  law,  that  this  or  that  circumstance  is  decisive  of  fraud- 
ulent intent.  The  question  is.  not  to  be  settled  as  one  of 
law  by  artificial  presumptions  or  badges  of  fraud.  The 
rule  goes  ho  further.  Its  effect  is  that  the  inference  or 
conclusion  of  fraud  must  be  drawn  from  the  circumstances 
as  one  of  fact,  by  the  triers  of  fact,  and  not  by  the  court 
as  an  inference  or  conclusion  of  law.  In  the  case  at 
bar  the  cattle  remained  at  all  times  in  the  possession  of 
the  vendor;  no  payment  was  made  till  long  after  the 
alleged  date  of  the  sale;  the  vendor  was  insolvent;  there 
was  no  inspection  of  the  cattle  before  purchase;  the  check 
given  in  payment  was  not  presented  for  some  time  after 
the  date  it  bears,  and  not  till  after  execution  issued  against 
the  vendor;  and  the  consideration  did  not  go  to  the 
vendor,  but  by  his  direction  to  a  daughter,  whom  he 
claimed  to  owe.  In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  while 
the  jury  were  not  bound  so  to  hold  as  a  matter  of  law, 
they  were  amply  justified  in  finding  that  the  sale  was  a 
sham  and  pretense  intended  to  defeat  creditors  and  evade 
the  execution.    We  see  no  reason  to  disturb  their  verdict 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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State  op  Nebraska  v.  Gbeman  Savings  Bank  op  Omaha, 
appellee,  Impleaded  with  M.  Wollstein  bt  al., 

APPELLANTS. 

Filed  Much  19,  1902.    No.  12,484. 
Cora  mi  as  loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 
Injunction. 

In  the  matter  of  the  petition  of  Grant  S.  Cobb,  and 
others,  for  an  injunction  against  Thomas  H.  McCague, 
receiver  of  the  German  Savings  Bank,  R.  W.  Breckenridge, 
his  attorney,  and  Joel  W.  West,  attorney  for  the  German 
Savings  Bank. 

Original  application  in  this  court  for  an  injunction 
in  the  main  case,  which  is  an  appeal  from  the  district  court 
for  Douglas  county  and  was  tried  below  before  Fawcett, 
J,     This  opinion  dissolves  the  injunction. 

Brome  &  Burnett,  V.  O.  Strickler  and  /.  E.  Mcintosh, 
for  appellants. 

Greene,  Breckenridge  &  Kinsler,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  matter  was  heard  in  our  division  on  the  applica- 
tion of  the  defendants  to  dissolve  the  temporary  injunc- 
tion issued  by  the  chief  justice  on  the  7th  day  of  February, 
1902.  Answers  were  filed  by  the  defendants,  McCague, 
Breckenridge  and  West,  in  which  they  positively  denied 
any  intention  of  attempting  to  procure  a  hearing  of  the 
motion  to  review  the  orders  of  Hon.  Jacob  Fawcett,  dis- 
trict judge,  of  July  8,  1901;  the  order  of  November  14, 
1901,  overruling  motions  of  defendants  filed  July  13,  and 
September  10,  1901,  and  the  order  of  November  18,  1901, 
directing  a  compromise  of  certain  stockholders;  which 
motion  appears  to  have  been  set  for  hearing  before  the 
Hon.  Jacob  Fawcett,  district  judge,  on  the  12th  day  of 
February,  1902. 
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Defendants  positively  deny  any  intention  of  attempt- 
ing to  have  these  orders  reviewed  pending  the  appeal  of 
this  cause  in  this  court.  In  addition  to  this  answer  an 
affidavit  was  filed  on  the  part  of  the  Hon.  Jacob  Fawcett, 
district  judge,  in  which  he  solemnly  swears  that  before 
this  injunction  was  allowed  he  had  notified  the  attorney 
for  the  receiver,  R.  W.  Breckenridge,  that  he  would  hot 
hear  the  motions  that  he  had  previously  set  for  hearing 
on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1902.  He  says  that  he 
served  this  notice  on  Breckenridge  after  this  court  had  re- 
called the  peremptory  writ  of  mandamus  in  State,  ex  rel. 
Cobb,  v.  Fawcett,  and  ordered  a  rehearing  of  said  cause. 
After  this  answer  was  filed  and  the  evidence  introduced, 
counsel  for  plaintiffs  in  the  injunction  suit  conceded  that 
in  view  of  this  showing  there  was  no  need  of  an  injunc- 
tion. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  temporary  writ  of 
injunction  issued  on  February  7,  1902,  be  dissolved. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CC,  concur. 

The  temporary  writ  of  injunction  issued  herein  on 
February  7,  1902,  is  hereby  dissolved,  vacated  and  held 
for  naught 

Injunction  dissolved. 

5  Neb.,  416,  91  N.  W.  Rep., 


Charles  T.  Jenkins  v.  Arthur  Myatt. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,182. 

Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Pleading:  Ahsweb  Filed  Out  of  Time:  Stbikinq  fhom  Files:  Fkcjit- 
dice.  Striking  an  answer  from  the  files  because  filed  out  of  time, 
where  It  was  filed  before  the  3d  Monday  after  fifty  days  from  the 
Judgment  appealed  from,  is  error  without  prejudice  where  de- 
fendant has  no  standing  in  court  and  no  right  to  insist  on  any 
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Ebbob  from  the  district  court  for  Butler  count;.  Tried 
below  before  Sedgwick,  J.     Affirmed. 

Chas,  T.  Jenkins,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Geo.  P.  Bheesley  and  W.  W.  Stotvell,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

In  this  case  the  Hole  error  urged  ia  the  sustaining  of 
a  motion  to  strike  defendant's  answer  from  the  files 
because  the  same  was  filed  out  of  time.  This  claim  of 
error  seems  well  founded.  The  case  was  tried  in  the 
county  court  of  Butler  county  on  November  12,  1898.  It 
was  appealed  and  appeal  bond  filed  on  November  16, 
and  on  December  15  a  petition  was  filed  on  the  appeal, 
and  on  January  11  defendant,  Jenkins,  filed  a  separate 
answer  which  was  on  the  same  day  stricken  from  the  files 
on  motion  of  plaintiff  because  filed  out  of  time. 

Under  the  holding  of  Beard  v.  Ringer,  41  Neb.,  831, 
the  answer  was  in  time.  The  fifty  days  from  the  trial 
in  the  lower  court,  in  which  plaintiff  might  file  petition, 
did  not  expire  until  January  1.  Only  then  was  the  de- 
fendant bound  to  look  for  it,  and  the  time  for  filing  answer 
began  to  run  from  that  date.  The  answer,  by  section 
1010a  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  is  to  be  filed  as 
in  cases  commenced  in  district  court;  that  is,  on  or  before 
the  third  Monday  after  the  return  day.  This  would  be 
in  this  case  the  third  Monday  after  January  1,  and  must 
have  been  later  than  the  11th.  The  answer,  therefore,  was 
in  time,  and  the  sustaining  of  the  motion  to  strike 
erroneous. 

It  seems,  however,  that  on  the  same  day  on  which  the 
answer  was  stricken  from  the  files  an  order  was  made 
requiring  defendant,  Jenkins,  to  restore  the  money  for 
which  the  wheat  had  been  sold,  which  constituted  the 
subject  of  the  action.  He  had  obtained  this  money,  as 
was  claimed,  wrongfully,  pending  the  appeal.  This  order 
was  not  complied  with  and  the  plaintiff  filed  a  supple- 
mental petition  setting  out  the  facts  and  defendant  ten- 
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dered  an  answer,  which  was  refused,  because  he  was  in 
contempt  in  not  obeying  the  order  of  the  court;  and  he 
was  denied  any  privilege  of  introducing  testimony,  but 
was  allowed  to  appear  and  challenge  plaintiff's  evidence. 
His  codefendant,  moreover,  was  allowed  to  answer.  If 
the  action  of  the  trial  court  in  refusing  to  allow  the 
defendant  to  appear  and  defend,  except  on  condition  of 
complying  with  the  court's  order,  was  right,  then  the 
striking  of  defendant's  answer,  because  of  filing  on  Janu- 
ary 11,  was  error  without  prejudice.  It  surely  can  make 
no  difference,  if  it  was  rightly  stricken,  whether  the  cor- 
rect reason  Was  assigned. 

The  result  of  the  hearing  was  that  plaintiff  recovered 
judgment  for  right  of  property  and  one  cent  damages  and 
the  amount  of  money  held  by  defendant  for  the  wheat. 
The  propriety  of  the  court's  action  in  making  the  order 
to  restore  as  a  condition  to  presenting  the  defense,-  and 
in  refusing  to  modify  it,  is  not  questioned  here.  So 
long  as  that  order  stood  unmodified  there  was  no  need  of 
an  answer,  and  that  was  the  situation  at  the  hearing. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Kirkpateiok  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 


This  St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Company  v. 
Charles  A.  Kelley  et  al. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,279. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Insurance:  Approval  by  Homr  Office:  Property  Destroyed  Before 
Such  Approval:  Liability.  Where  a  written  application  for  In- 
surance 1b  made  upon  a  blank  form  which  provides  that  no  liability 
shall  attach  until  the  application  has  been  approved  by  the  home 
office,  and  the  application,  together  with  the  premium,  la  delivered 
to  the  agent  of  the  company,  and,  before  the  application  has  been 
approved  by  the  borne  office,  the  property  insured  is  destroyed  by 
the  hazard  Insured  against,  held  that  the  Insurance  company  is 
not  liable  tor  loss  occurring  before  such  approval. 


J 
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Bekoe  from  the  district  court  for  Furnas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Norms,-  J.    Reversed. 

Lamberston  &  Hall  and  C.  O.  Marlwy,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

W.  8.  Morton,  contra. 

Day,  0. 

This  action  was  commenced  by  William  H.  and  Charles 
A.  Kelley  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  against  the  St 
Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance  Company  to  recover  for 
a  loss  by  hail  to  growing  grain  owned  by  the  plaintiffs. 
An  appeal  was  taken  to  the  district  court  for  Furnas 
county,  where  upon  trial  the  plaintiffs  recovered  a  judg- 
ment for  $9p.l0,  to  review  which  the  defendant  has 
brought  the  case  on  error  to  this  court 

The  facts  necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  ques- 
tions presented  by  the  record  are  substantially  as  follows: 
On  June  22,  1897,  the  plaintiffs  made  application  to  the 
defendant  through  its  soliciting  agent  one  Sherwood,  for 
insurance  in  the  sum  of  $300,  upon  growing  crops  of  wheat 
and  rye  owmfd  by  plaintiffs,  against  loss  or  damage  by 
hail.  At  the  time  of  making  the  application  the  plain- 
tiffs paid  to  Sherwood  the  sum  of  $15  as  premium,  it 
being  the  amount  he  demanded.  The  application  was 
upon  one  of  the  company's  regular  blanks,  and  so  much 
thereof  as  is  material  to  the  present  inquiry  is  as  follows : 

"I,  C.  A.  Kelley  and  W.  H.  Kelley,  of  Cambridge  post- 
office,  in  the  county  of  Frontier,  in  the  state  of  Nebraska, 
hereby  make  application  to  the  St  Paul  Fire  &  Marine 
Insurance  Company  for  insurance  upon  growing  grain 
against  damage  by  hail  only,  for  the  seasou  of  1897,  to 
the  amount  of  $300  from  the  day  this  application  is 
accepted  and  approved  at  the  home  office  of  the  company 
at  St  Paul  at  12  o'clock  noon,  until  September  15,  1S97, 
at  noon."  And  also  a  recital  as  follows:  "That  I  know 
this  application  does  not  bind  the  company  until  received 
and  approved  at  its  general  office  in  St  Paul,  Minn." 
60 


722  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

.      St.  Paul  Fire  &  Marine  Ins.  Co.  v.  Kelley.      ' 

This  application,  together  with  a  money  order  for 
(11,90,  being  the  premium  of  ?15,  less  the  agent's  com- 
mission and  cost  of  tlidt  money  order,  was  forwarded  to 
the  defendant  by  Sherwood  on  June  23,  1897,  and  was 
received  by  the  company  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  June. 
In  the  due  course  of  business,  on  June  28,  the  application 
was  examined  by  the  officers  of  the  defendant  company, 
and  on  that  day  it  wrote  a  letter  to  the  agent,  Sherwood, 
and  inclosed  the  application  with  the  statement  that  the 
regular  premium  for  such  risks  in  Frontier  county  was 
six  per  cent,  instead  of  five,  and  requested  the  agent  to 
collect  $3  additional,  the  balance  of  the  premium,  and 
to  make  amendments  in  the  application.  This  letter  was 
received  by  Sherwood  on  June  30,  and  on  the  same  day 
he  remitted  to  the  company  the  balance  of  the  premium — 
whether  the  plaintiff  paid  this  balance  to  the  agent  does 
not  appear.  In  the  letter  transmitting  the  balance  the 
agent  says:  "I  was  in  error  as  to  the  rate,  thinking  it 
$5."  The  loss  occurred  on  the  afternoon  of  June  2S,  1897. 
On  July  3  the  application  was  approved  by  the  company 
and  a  policy  issued  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  dated  July 
3, 1897,  and  expiring  September  15, 1897.  It  appears  that 
defendant  was  notified  of  the  loss  before  it  issued  the 
policy,  and  in  sending  the  policy  to  the  plaintiffs  it 
notified  them  that  it  was  not  liable  for  any  losses  prior 
to  the  issuance  of  the  policy,  and  that  if  plaintiffs  did  not 
desire  the  policy  the  premium  would  be  refunded. 

The  record  is  clear  that  Sherwood  had  no  authority  to 
make  contracts  of  insurance  for  the  company;  his  author- 
ity as  agent  was  limited  to  the  receiving  of  applications 
and  the  collection  and  receipting  for  premiums.  It  needs 
no  argument  to  sustain  the  assertion  that  the  application 
and  the  payment  of  the  premium  did  not  constitute  a 
contract  of  insurance.  It  is  perfectly  t-lear  that  the  ap- 
plication was  understood  and  intended,  merely,  as  an 
application  for  insurance  to  be  perfected  and  to  become 
operative  by  an  acceptance  and  approval  by  the  company. 
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Until  that  was  done  there  was  no  contract  between  the 
parties.  The  minds  of  the  parties  never  met  until  the 
application  had  been  received  the  second  time  and  the 
fall  premium  had  been  paid,  and  the  application  approved 
by  the  company,  and  this  was  on  July  1,  1897,  three  days 
after  the  loss  occurred.  At  the  time  of  the  loss  there  was, 
therefore,  no  contract  between  the  parties,  and  hence 
nothing  upon  which  a  liability  could  be  based. 

In  Pickett  v.  German  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  18  Pac.  Rep. 
[Kan.],  903,  it  is  said:  "Where  a  written  application 
for  insurance  is  made  out  on  one  of  the  regular  blanks  of 
an  insurance  company,  which  provides  that  no  liability 
shall  attach  until  the  application  has  been  approved  by 
the  home  office,  and  the  application,  together  with  the 
premium',  is  delivered  to  the  insurance  agent,  and,  before 
the  application  has  been  approved  by  the  home  office,  the 
property  insured  is  destroyed  by  fire,  held,  that  the  insur- 
ance company  is  not  liable  for  loss  occurring  before  such 
approval."  The  same  is  held  in  Walker  v.  The  Farmers 
Insurance  Co.,  51  la.,  679;  Armstrong  v.  State  Insurance 
Co.,  61  la.,  212;  Atkinson  v.  Uatckeye  Inn.  Co.,  71  la., 
340. 

The  plaintiffs'  theory  of  the  case  seems  to  rest  upon 
the  contention  that  the  defendant  owed  Borne  duty  to  them 
to  either  accept  or  reject  the  application  immediately 
upon  its  receipt  at  the  home  office  on  June  25  or  26,  and 
as  the  company  did  not  signify  its  rejection  of  the  risk, 
the  conclusive  presumption  would  obtain  that  it  was  ap- 
proved and  accepted  upon  that  date.  We  can  not  consent 
to  this  proposition.  The  mere  fact  that  an  application 
for  insurance  had  been  made  and  a  long  time  elapsed 
and  no  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  risk  had  been 
signified  by  the  company,  does  not  warrant  the  presump- 
tion of  its  acceptance.  There  must  be  an  actual  accept- 
ance or  there  is  no  contract.  These  viewB  find  support  in 
Raskin  v.  Agricultural  Fire  Insurance  <,'o.,  78  Va.,  700; 
Insurance  Co.  v.  Johnson,  23  Pa.  St.,  72. 

We  think  the  learned  district  judge  erred  in  entering 
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judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  and  recommend  that 
the  judgment  be  reversed. 

Hastings  and  Kihkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

Rbvebsed  and  remanded. 


Jambs  W.  McCarthy  bt  al.  v.  Maey  Birmingham,  Ex- 

BOUTBIX  OF  THE  ESTATE)  OF  MABY  BARBY,  DECEASED. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,319. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2, 

1.  Ejectment:  Titt.e  fiiom  Common  Soubce:  Evidence.  Where  title  ffl 
derived  from  a  common  source,  plaintiff  In  an  action  of  ejectment 
need  only  Bhow  title  from  this  common  source  to  enable  him  to 
r  on  the  strength  of  his  own  title. 


Ebrob  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawobtt,  J,    Affirmed. 

George  W.  Oovell  and  J.  J.  O'Connor,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error. 

A.  L,  Knabe,  contra. 

Oldham,  0. 

This  was  an  action  in  ejectment  for  the  recovery  of 
a  city  lot  situated  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  The 
answer  was  a  general  denial  and  a  plea  of  the  statute  of 
limitations.  There  was  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  in  the 
court  below  and  the  defendants  bring  error  to  this  court. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  lot  in  controversy  was  con- 
veyed by  warranty  deed  from  Thina  Shankey  and  husband 
to  the  plaintiff,  Mary  Barry,  in  September,  1884;  that 
after  the  purchase  of  the  property  plaintiff  took  posses- 
sion   of   and    resided   on    the   premises    with   her    three 
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daughters,  one  of  whom  is  the  defendant,  Annie  McCarthy. 
Defendants  asserted  title  and  a  right  of  possession  to  the 
premises  under  an  alleged  verbal  contract  between  Annie 
McCarthy  and  her  mother,  the  plaintiff,  by  the  terms  of 
which  it  is  claimed  that  the  plaintiff  agreed  that  if  Annie 
McCarthy  would  make  certain  repairs  on  the  premises 
and  pay  the  taxes,  pay  off  a  mortgage  on  the  property  and 
support  the  plaintiff  the  rest  of  her  natural  life,  then 
plaintiff  would  deed  the  property  to  defendant,  Annie 
McCarthy.  It  was  claimed  by  defendants  that  this  agree- 
ment was  entered  into  in  the  year  1887,  before  the  mar- 
riage of  Annie  McCarthy  to  the  defendant,  James 
McCarthy,  and  while  Annie  McCarthy  was  living  in  the 
premises  with  her  mother,  the  plaintiff.  There  was  a 
direct  conflict  of  testimony  as  to  the  existence  of  this  con- 
tract, and  consequently  there  is  no  reason  for  disturbing 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  finding  this  issue  against  the 
contention  of  the  defendants. 

Defendants  urge  in  their  brief  that  plaintiff's  evidence 
is  not  sufficient  to  support  the  judgment,  because  she 
failed  to  trace  her  chain  of  title  to  a  grant  from  the 
United  States  government.  But,  under  the  issues  in- 
volved in  this  controversy,  this  was  not  necessary;  for 
defendants  asserted  a  title  and  a  right  of  possession 
bottomed  on  a  contract  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  one 
of  them  with  the  plaintiff,  and  hence  they  all  claim  title 
from  a  common  source,  and  it  is  a  well  established  rule 
in  actions  in  ejectment  that  where  title  is  derived  from  a 
common  source  plaintiff  need  only  prove  title  from  this 
common  source.  Newell,  Ejectment,  section  9,  page  379; 
Barton  v.  Eriekson,  14  Neb.,  164. 

Defendants  have  assailed  the  fifth  paragraph  of  in- 
structions given  by  the  trial  court  on  its  own  motion, 
which  is  as  follows :  "By  a  preponderance  of  evidence  is 
meant,  not  necessarily  the  greater  number  of  witnesses 
who  testify  to  a  particular  fact  or  state  of  facts,  but  it 
is  that  evidence  which,  taken  altogether,  satisfies  you 
of  its  truth."     No  attempt  is  made  to  point  out  any 
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possible  prejudice  that  could  have  resulted  to  defendants 
by  the  giving  of  this  instruction,  nor  did  they  request  any 
other  instruction  on  the  question  of  the  weight  of  evidence 
from  the  trial  judge.  They  have,  however,  presented  the 
draft  of  an  instruction  on  this  question  in  their  brief, 
which  they  contend  would  have  been  an  improvement  on 
the  one  above  set  out,  but,  as  the  trial  judge  was  not 
given  an  opportunity  to  pass  on  the  merits  of  the  instruc- 
tion set  out  in  their  brief,  we  shall  decline  to  compare  its 
merits  with  the  merits  of  the  charge  given  by  the  trial 
court.  ■  The  attack  on  the  verbiage  of  certain  claoses  in 
the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eighth  paragraphs  of  instructions 
is  too  fastidious  and  hypercritical  to  require  comment. 
The  tenth  paragraph  is  assailed  because  it  told  the  jury 
that  both  plaintiff  and  defendants  claimed  title  from  a 
common  source,  but,  as  before  set  out  in  this  opinion,  this 
instruction  was  proper  under  the  evidence  introduced  in 
the  case. 

We  have  examined  the  transcript  of  the  evidence  and 
find  no  prejudicial  error  to  have  been  committed  by  the 
trial  court  either  in  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  testi- 
mony, and  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Thb  City  of  Omaha  v.  Ezra  S.  Doty. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,346. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:   Vebdict  Supported  by  Evidence.    TdIb  court  will 

not  Interfere  with  the  verdict  of  a  Jury  unless  It  la  clearly  unsup- 
ported by  the  evidence. 


Error  from    the  district   court    for    Douglas    county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysob,  J.     Affirmed. 
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W.  J.  Connell,  for  plain  tiff  in  error. 

/.  J.  Dunn,  contra. 

Duffib,  C. 

The  defendant  in  error  was  an  employee  of  the  Omaha 
Street  Railway  Company.  On  August  16,  1895,  after  his 
.work  for  the  day  was  over,  and  while  a  passenger  upon 
one  of  the  ears  of  the  street  railway  company,  he  met  with 
the  accident  of  which  complaint  is  made.  Id  his  petition 
he  alleges  that  at  the  date  aforesaid  "the  city  of  Omaha, 
through  its  agents  and  employees,  was  repairing  Sherman 
avenue  by  paving  the  same;  that  on  said  day,  the  plaintiff, 
while  a  passenger  on  one  of  the  open  cars  of  the  Omaha 
Street  Railway  Company,  operated  upon  said  line  of  rail- 
way tracks,  and  at  the  intersection  of  Sherwood  street 
and  Sherman  avenue  in  said  city,  while  standing  on  the 
footboard  of  the  street  ear,  while  the  car  was  in  motion, 
and  while  about  to  alight  from  the  car,  his  right  leg 
came  in  contact  with  a  heavy  oil-barrel  partly  filled  with 
water,  which  the  said  city,  through  its  agents  and  em- 
ployees, had  knowingly  and  intentionally  and  negligently 
left  standing  so  near  the  car  tracks  of  the  said  Omaha 
Street  Railway  Company  as  to  render  travel  along  said 
street  upon  the  street  cars  dangerous,  *  *  «  and  that 
the  accident  of  which  he  complained  was  due  to  the 
negligence  of  the  defendant  in  leaving  said  dangerous 
obstruction  in  the  street  unguarded  and  without  any 
signals  to  indicate  that  there  was  an  obstruction."  A 
trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  below,  upon 
which  the  court  entered  judgment. 

The  plaintiff  in  error  does  not  complain  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  court  or  of  any  error  in  the  admission  or  the 
refusal  to  admit  evidence.  The  sole  questions  presented 
are  the  alleged  failure  in  the  proof  to  show  that  the 
accident  occurred  in  the  precise  manner  in  which  it  is 
Bet  out  in  the  petition  and  that  the  verdict  is  not  sup- 
ported by  the  evidence.    We  have  carefully  examined  the 
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record  and  do  not  think  that  we  can  interfere  with  the 
judgment  entered.  The  claim  made  by  the  plaintiff  in 
error  that  the  proof  demonstrates  that  the  defendant  in 
error  was  injured  in  getting  off  the  car  while  the  same 
was  in  motion,  and  on  a  street  which  he  knew  was  being 
repaired  and  in  a  dangerous  condition,  is  not  made  so 
clear  and  apparent  as  to  require  us  to  interfere  with  the 
finding  of  the  jury.  Mr.  Doty  testifies :  "I  was  standing 
in  about  this  shape,  stepped  down  on  the  foot-board,  had 
hold  of  the  hand  bold  on  the  side  of  the  car,  and  stepped 
down  and  had  no  more  than  stepped  down  when  I  struck 
the  barrel."  In  reply  to  an  inquiry  as  to  whether  his 
right  foot  was  on  the  foot-board  at  the  time  of  coming  in 
contact  with  the  barrel,  he  said:  "Well,  I  could  not 
say  whether  all  of  my  foot  was  or  not;  probably  not; 
my  left  foot  was." 

The  plaintiff  in  error  gives  some  figures  compiled  from 
the  evidence  to  show  that  the  height  of  the  barrel  was  34 
inches,  that  the  rail  of  the  street  car  company  was  from 
6  to  10%  inches  above  the  ground  on  which  the  barrel 
stood,  that  from  top  of  rail  to  foot-board  was  from  16 
to  18  inches,  and  from  foot-board  to  the  point  on  the  leg 
where  it  was  bruised  or  injured  was  from  17  to  18  inches, 
making  a  total  distance  from  the  ground  to  the  bruises  on 
plaintiff's  leg  from  39  to  46%  inches,  and  from  this  it  is 
argued  that  it  was  impossible  that  he  could  have  been 
injured  at  the  place  on  his  leg  where  the  braise  appeared 
if  he  had  been  standing  on  the  foot-board.  Thousands 
of  instances  are  known  and  have  been  remarked  on  where 
accidents  have  happened  in  a  manner  which  is  wholly  un- 
accountable and  unexplainable  and  without  fault  of  the 
injured  party.  That  the  injury  was  inflicted  on  the  leg, 
at  a  point  which  would  be  some  inches  above  the  top  of  the 
barrel,  if  the  party  was  standing  in  an  upright  position 
on  the  foot-board  of  the  car,  is  not,  in  our  opinion,  a 
circumstance  sufficient  to  call  for  a  reversal  of  the  case. 
We  do  not  think  that  there  was  any  fatal  variance  between 
the  pleadings  and  the  proof,  even  though  it  be  conceded 
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that  the  plaintiff  below  did  not  have  both  feet  od  the 
foot-board  when  the  accident  occurred.  If  he  had  his  left 
foot  only  on  the  foot-board  of  the  car,  and  the  right 
hanging  outside  and  below  the  foot-board,  he  would  still 
be  standing  on  the  foot-board,  in  the  common  acceptance 
and  understanding  of  that  term.  The  plaintiff's  leg  was 
broken  by  the  accident;  he  was  unable  to  work  for  some 
months;  his  medical  attendance  cost  him  $130.  We  can 
not  say  that  the  verdict  was  excessive.  The  case  was 
apparently  tried  with  great  care  by  the  district  court, 
the  rights  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  being  fully  protected 
in  the  introduction  of  evidence  and  the  charge  to  the  jury. 
We  have  discovered  no  reversible  error  in  the  record,  and 
recommend  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


The    Kingman    Implement    Company    v.    Charles    B. 
Strong. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,353. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Replevin:    Plaintiff  Without  Interest:    Pbebumption  ot  Vatue  or 

Defendant's  Right.  In  a  replevin  action  brought  to  thia  court 
on  error,  wbere  there  is  a  total  failure  of  evidence  to  show  that 
plaintiff  had  any  lnteregt^ln  the  property,  it  will  be  presumed 
that  the  value  of  the  defendant's  right  to  the  possession  of  the 
property  1b  the  same  aa  tta  value,  found  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury. 

2.  Trial:    Time  for  Objecting  to  Verdict:    Waives.    Objections  to  the 

form  of  a  verdict  must  be  made  when  it  la  rendered,  and  before 
the  jury  la  discharged.  Objections  not  made  and  exceptions  not 
taken  to  it  until  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  la  filed  will  be  deemed  to 
have  been  waived. 

Error  from    the  district  court  for  Johnson    county. 
Tried  below  before  Stull,  J.     Affirmed. 

L.  C.  Chapman,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Wilson  &  Brown  and  M,  B.  C.  True,  contra. 
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Bahnes,  C. 

This  was  an  action  in  replevin,  tried  in  the  district 
court  for  Johnson  county.  The  plaintiff  in  the  court 
below  filed  the  ordinary  petition  in  replevin,  claiming 
absolute  ownership  and  the  right  to  the  immediate  pos- 
session of  the  property  in  question.  The  answer,  as  it 
stood  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  was  a  general  denial.  On 
these  issues  the  cause  was  tried  and  the  jury  returned  the 
following  verdict  {omitting  title) :  "We,  the  jury,  being 
impaneled  and  sworn  in  the  above  entitled  cause,  do  find 
that  at  the  commencement  of  this  action  the  right  of 
possession  was  in  the  defendant.  We  find  the  value  of 
the  property  at  the  sum  of  $385,  and  assess  the  amount 
of  his  damages  at  the  sum  of  one  cent."  Judgment  was 
entered  upon  this  verdict  as  follows :  "It  is  therefore  con- 
sidered, ordered  and  adjudged  that  the  defendant  have 
and  recover  of  and  from  the  plaintiff  the  property  in  ques- 
tion herein,  or  in  case  a  return  of  the  same  can  not  be  had, 
that  he  recover  of  and  from  said  plaintiff  the  sum  of 
(385,  the  value  of  the  said  property,  and  his  damages  sus- 
tained by  reason  of  the  unlawful  detention  of  said  property 
the  sum  of  one  cent,  as  heretofore  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
herein  found;  and  his  costs  in  this  behalf  expended,  taxed 
at  $ ."  A  motion  for  a  new  trial  having  been  over- 
ruled, plaintiff  brings  the  case  to  this  court  on  a  petition 
in  error.    There  is  no  bill  of  exceptions  in  the  record. 

1.  The  only  error  complained  of  and  argued  in  the 
plaintiff's  brief  is  that  the  judgment  of  the  court  based 
on  the  verdict  is  erroneous;  that  the  verdict  is  not  suffi- 
cient in  form  and  will  not  support  the  judgment  of  the 
court.  It  is  urged  that  inasmuch  as  the  verdict  did  not 
state  the  value  of  the  defendant's  right  of  possession,  no 
judgment  could  be  entered  thereon.  There  was  a  total 
failure  of  evidence  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had  any 
interest  in  the  property.  The  plaintiff  claimed  to  be  the 
general  owner  of  the  property  and  entitled  to  the  im- 
mediate possession  of  it;  the  defendant  having  denied  all 
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the  allegations  of  the  petition,  the  plaintiff  having  failed 
to  prove  his  ownership  or  right  to  the  possession  of  the 
property,  and  there  being  nothing  in  the  pleadings  and  no 
evidence  in  the  record  to  the  contrary,  it  will  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  value  of  the  defendant's  right  of  possession 
was  the  same  as  the  value  of  the  property,  and  the  error, 
if  any,  was  without  prejudice. 

2.  So  objection  was  made  to  the  form  of  the  verdict 
at  the  time  the  jury  returned  it  into  court,  and  the  plain- 
tiff in  error  will  be  deemed  to  have  waived  all  excep> 
tioos  thereto.  Armstrong  v.  Lynch,  29  Neb.,  87;  Brum- 
back  r.  German  National  Bank  of  Beatrice,  4G  Neb.,  540 
Cervcna  v.  Thurxton,  59  Neb.,  343;  Bicliarrfxon  Drug  Co. 
v.  Tcamlall,  59  Neb.,  at  page  156.  Objections  to  the  ver- 
dict, if  any  there  were,  should  have  been  made  at  the 
time  it  was  rendered,  and  while  the  jury  were  still  in 
court,  in  order  that  it  might  be  properly  corrected  before 
they  were  discharged.  This  was  not  done,  and  there  was 
nothing  left  for  the  court  to  do  but  to  render  its  judgment, 
as  it  did,  upon  the  verdict. 

If  there  was  any  error  in  this,  the  plaintiff  was  not  in 
a  position  to  take  advantage  of  it.  We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

OLDnAM  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmed. 


Iba  Q.  Westervelt  et  al.,  appellees,  v.  August  P.  Filter 

BT  AL.,  APPELLANTS. 

Filed  April  2,  1903.    No.  11,424. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Limitation  of  Actions:  Fraudulent  Conveyances:  Want  of 
Knowledge:  Plea  m  no.  When  an  action  is  brought  to  set  aside  a 
fraudulent  conveyance  more  than  four  years  after  the  date  of  the 
conveyance,  it  Is  Incumbent  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  himself  within 
the  exception  that  gives  additional  time,  on  account  of  the  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  transaction,  by  stringent  rules  of  pleading 
and  evidnace. 
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2.  Limitation  of  Actions:    Pleading  Toll  of  the  Statute,    The  same 

stringent  rule  of  pleading  and  proof  is  required  to  toll  the  statute 
for  want  of  capacity  to  bring  the  action  as  la  required  to  toll  it 
for  want  of  knowledge  of  the  fraud. 

3.  Creditors'  Suit:    Sufficiency  of  Evidence.   Evidence  examined,  and 

held  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the  Judgment. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Pierce  county. 
Tried  below  before  Allen,  J.     Reversed. 

Joseph  Wurzburg  and  E.  J.  Clements,  for  appellants. 

Robertson  £  Wigton,  contra. 

Oldham,  O. 

This  was  an  action,  in  the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill,  in- 
stituted by  the  plaintiffs  to  charge  certain  lands  situated 
in  Pierce  county,  Nebraska,  with  the  payment  of  a  judg- 
ment obtained  by  the  plaintiffs  against  the  defendant, 
August  F.  Filter,  in  the  district  court  for  Madison  county, 
Nebraska,  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1898. 

The  petition  alleges  the  procuring  of  the  judgment  by 
the  plaintiffs  against  defendant,  August  F.  Filter,  in  the 
district  court  for  Madison  county;  the  filing  of  a  tran- 
script of  such  judgment  in  the  office  of  the,  clerk  of  the 
district  court  for  Pierce  county,  Nebraska;  the  issue  and 
return  nulla  bona  of  an  execution  on  said  judgment,  and 
the  insolvency  of  August  F.  Filter.  It  then  alleges  that 
on  the  9th  day  of  December,  1890,  defendant,  August  F. 
Filter,  conveyed  the  lands  described  in  the  petition  to 
his  daughter,  Martha  Filter,  without  consideration  and 
for  the  purpose  of  hindering,  delaying  and  defrauding  the 
plaintiffs  and  other  creditors;  and  that  on  the  same  day 
the  said  Martha  Filter,  without  consideration,  and  for 
the  same  fraudulent  purpose,  conveyed  the  lands  by  deed 
of  warranty  to  Caroline  Filter,  mother  of  Martha  Filter 
and  wife  of  August  F.  Filter,  and  that  on  the  14th'  day  of 
January,  1898,  Caroline  Filter  and  August  F.  Filter  con- 
veyed a  part  of  these  lands  to  defendant,  Christian  Filter, 
and  the  remainder  of  them  to  defendant,  Rainbolt  J.  Filter. 
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All  these  conveyances  are  alleged  to  have  been  made  with- 
out consideration  and  for  the  purpose  of  hindering,  delay- 
ing and  defrauding  the  creditors  of  August  P.  Filter. 
The  petition  then  alleges  that  the  judgment  (which  is 
sought  to  be  charged  as  a  lien  on  these  lands)  was 
obtained  "in  an  action  by  the  plaintiffs  against  the  de- 
fendant, August  F.  Filter,  and  others,  for  contribution  by 
reason  of  the  following  facts,  namely,  on  the  20th  day  of 
August,  1890,  The  North  Nebraska  Fair  &  Driving  Park 
Association  executed  and  delivered  to  Henry  Schomberg 
a  promissory  note  for  the  sum  of  $5,000  and  on  the  same 
day  plaintiffs  and  the  defendant,  August  F.  Filter,  with 
others,  jointly  indorsed  and  guaranteed  the  payment  of  the 
said  note.  The  said  association  did  not  pay  said  note  when 
the  same  became  due  and  payable,  and  the  said  indorsees 
and  guarantors  became  liable  to  pay  the  same..  There- 
upon these  plaintiffs  were  compelled  to,  and  did,  pay  said 
note,  and  by  reason  of  such  payment  these  plaintiffs  're- 
covered  said  judgment,  against  said  defendant,  August  F. 
Filter,  for  contribution."  The  petition  prays  that  all 
these  conveyances  be  canceled  and  declared  null  and  void 
and  that  the  premises,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, may  be  ordered  sold  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied 
to  the  satisfaction  of  plaintiff's  judgment.  This  petition 
was  dismissed  as  to  the  defendant,  Martha  Filter.  De- 
fendants, Christian  Filter  and  Rainbolt  Filter,  filed 
separate  answers  alleging  the  bona  fides  of  their  purchases 
from  Caroline  Filter,  and  they  also  pleaded  the  statute 
of  limitations.  Defendant,  August  F.  Filter,  and  Caroline 
Filter,  filed  general  denials  and  pleaded  the  statute  of 
limitations,  and  August  F.  Filter  also  pleaded  a  discharge 
In  bankruptcy  by  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1899.  Plaintiffs  replied  to  these 
answers  with  a  general  denial. 

The  plaintiffs,  to  sustain  the  issues  in  this  case,  intro- 
duced in  evidence  at  the  trial  of  the  cause  the  record 
of  the  proceedings  and  judgment  of  the  district  court 
for  Madison  county,  Nebraska,  which  were  had  and  ren- 
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dered  on  the  25th  day  of  April,  1898,  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
'  tiffs  and  against  the  defendant,  August  F.  Filter.  They 
also  introduced  the  transcript  of  the  judgment  which  was 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  for 
Pierce  county,  the  execution  issued  on  said  judgment  and 
its  return  nulla  bona  by  the  sheriff  of  Pierce  county. 
Plaintiffs  then  proved  that  defendant,  August  F.  Filter, 
indorsed  the  note  for  $5,000  given  by  The  North  Nebraska 
Fair  &  Driving  Park  Association  to  Henry  Schomberg  in 
September,  1890,  and  before  he  transferred  the  real  estate 
in  controversy  to  Martha  Filter.  It  was  admitted  that 
August  F.  Filter  and  Caroline  Filter  were  husband  and 
wife,  and  that  Christian  Filter  and  Rainbolt  Filter  were 
sons,  and  that  Martha  Filter  was  the  daughter  of  August 
and  Caroline  Filter.  Defendants  offered  no  testimony 
except  the  alleged  discharge  of  August  F.  Filter  in  bank- 
ruptcy by  the  United  States  district  court  of  Nebraska 
on  the  17th  day  of  June,  1899.  On  this  evidence  the  court 
below  found  the  issues  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  and 
entered  a  decree  cancelling  the  various  conveyances,  and 
directed  the  sale  of  the  lands  in  dispute  for  the  satisfaction 
of  plaintiffs'  judgment,  and  the  defendants  have  prose- 
cuted their  appeal  to  this  court. 

The  question  then  arises  whether,  under  the  allegations 
contained  in  plaintiffs'  petition  and  the  proof  offered  in 
support  thereof,  this  judgment  can  be  sustained?  It  will 
be  observed  that  the  first  conveyance  alleged  against  was 
made  by  defendant,  August  F.  Filter,  through  his  daugh- 
ter, Martha  Filter,  to  his  wife,  Caroline  Filter,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1890,  and  almost  eight  years  before  this  cause  of 
action  was  instituted.  It  is  also  apparent  that  there  is  no 
allegation  in  plaintiffs'  petition  sufficient  to  toll  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  against  the  alleged  fraudulent  convey- 
ance because  of  the  want  of  knowledge  of  it ;  nor  was  there 
any  evidence  introduced  tending  to  show  any  concealment 
of  this  conveyance  from  the  plaintiffs.  Section  12  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure  provides  the  following  limitations 
on  actions:    "Within  four  years,  an  action  for  trespass 
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upon  real  property ;  an  action  for  taking,  detaining,  op  in- 
juring personal  property,  including  actions  for  the  specific 
recovery  of  personal  property ;  an  action  for  an  injury  to 
the  rights  of  the  plaintiff,  not  arising  on  contract  and  not 
hereinafter  enumerated ;  an  action  for  relief  on  the  ground 
of  fraud,  but  the  cause  of  action  in  such  case  shall  not  [he] 
deemed  to  have  accrued  until  the  discovery  of  the  fraud." 
It  has  been  held  by  a  long  and  unbroken  line  of  decisions 
of  this  court  that  where  an  action  is  brought  for  relief  on 
the  ground  of  fraud,  after  the  lapse  of  four  years  from  the 
date  of  the  fraudulent  transaction,  the  plaintiffs  must 
allege  and  prove  diligence  in  making  inquiry,  and  that 
they  have  instituted  their  cause  of  action  within  four  years 
of  the  time  the  fraud  was  actually  discovered.  Parker  v. 
Kuhn,  21  Neb.,  413;  Wright  v.  Davip,  28  Neb.,  479;  Gilles- 
pie v.  Cooper,  36  Neb.,  775;  Horltach  v.  Marsh,  37  Neb., 
22 ;  Forsyth  v.  Easterdaij,  63  Neb.,  887,  89  N.  W.  Rep.,  407. 
In  all  cases  in  which  it  is  attempted  to  bring  an  action  to 
set  aside  a  fraudulent  conveyance  after  the  apparent  bar 
of  the  statute  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  plaintiff  to  show 
himself  within  the  exception  that  gives  additional  time  by 
stringent  rules  of  pleading  and  evidence.  Wait,  Fraudu- 
lent Conveyances  and  Creditors'  Bills  [3d  ed.],  section 
149;  Wood  v.  Carpenter,  101  U.  S-,  at  page  140,  and  cases 
above  cited.  It  is  then  apparent  that  there  is  nothing 
either  in  the  pleading  or  proof  offered  by  plaintiff  to  toll 
the  statute  against  the  conveyances  of  December,  1890, 
because  of  concealment  or  want  of  knowledge  on  their 
part  of  any  alleged  secret  trust  created  by  such  convey- 
ances. 

"We  next  turn  to  the  allegations  of  the  petition  to  see  if 
any  averment  is  made  that  shows  that  plaintiffs  instituted 
this  suit  with  due  diligence  as  soon  as  their  right  of  action 
for  contribution  had  accrued  against  the  defendant.  The 
same  stringent  rule  of  pleading  and  proof  is  required  to 
toll  the  statute  for  want  of  capacity  to  bring  the  action  as 
is  required  to  toll  it  for  want  of  knowledge  of  the  fraud. 
Brovm  v.  Brown,  11  8.  W.  Rep.  [Ky.],  4. 
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We  gather  from  the  petition  and  from  some  apparent 
admissions  in  the  answer  of  the  defendant,  August  F.  Fil- 
ter, that  defendant,  August  F.  Filter,  and  plaintiffs  and 
others  indorsed  and  guaranteed  the  payment  of  a  note  for 
$5,000  given  by  The  North  Nebraska  Fair  &  Driving  Park 
Association  to  Henry  Schomberg  in  August,  1890;  but 
there  is  no  allegation  in  the  petition  and  no  proof  offered 
as  to  when  this  note  matured,  and  the  liability  of  the  in- 
dorsers  and  guarantors  became  absolute.  It  is  alleged  in 
the  petition  that  suit  was  brought  on  this  note  and  a  judg- 
ment procured  against  plaintiffs  and  defendant,  August 
Filter,  and  others  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1895.  It  is 
also  proven  by  the  records  of  the  district  court  for  Madison 
county  that  plaintiffs  procured  their  judgment  for  contri- 
bution Against  the  defendant  on  the  25th  day  of  April, 
1898.  But  it  is  not  alleged  that  this  suit  was  brought  as 
soon  as  the  note  became  due.  Now  the  question  is,  is  this 
sufficient  to  show  that  plaintiffs  prosecuted  this  suit  with 
diligence  as  soon  as  their  right  of  action  accrued  against 
defendant?  We  think  not.  As  soon  as  the  (5,000  note, 
which  these  parties  had  indorsed,  became  due  plaintiffs 
had  a  right  to  pay  the  note  and  bring  their  action  for  con- 
tribution against  their  co-sureties.  They  also  had  a  right 
to  proceed  by  attachment  against  the  alleged  fraudulent 
alienation  of  these  lands  without  waiting  to  reduce  their 
claim  to  judgment  and  instituting  a  suit  in  the  nature  of 
a  creditors'  bill.  Gillespie  v.  Cooper,  supra;  Brown  v. 
Brown,  supra.  It  then  follows  that  there  is  no  sufficient 
allegation  made  or  proof  offered  by  plaintiffs  to  show  dili- 
gence in  the  prosecution  of  this  action  against  the  convey- 
ances made  by  August  Filter  of  the  premises  in  dispute  in 
the  year  1890. 

The  next  question  then  is,  1b  there  anything  in  the  evi- 
dencp  offered  by  plaintiffs  to  show  that  the  conveyances 
made  by  Caroline  Filter  and  her  husband  to  her  two  sons 
in  the  year  1898  were  made  for  the  benefit  of  August  Filter 
in  furtherance  of  the  fraudulent  schemes  by  which  these 
lands  were  conveyed  to  Caroline  Filter  in  the  year  1890? 
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We  loot  in  vain  throngh  the  abbreviated  bill  of  exceptions 
attached  to  the  transcript  in  this  case  for  a  scintilla  of  evi- 
dence to  connect  August  P.  Filter  with  this  transaction, 
except  the  mere  fact  that  he  signed  the  deed  as  the  husband 
of  Caroline  Filter.  There  is  no  evidence  offered  tending 
to  show  that  August  Filter  had  ever  been  in  possession  of 
the  lands  in  dispute  or  that  he  had  ever  exercised  any 
acts  of  ownership  or  control  over  them  since  they  were 
deeded  to  his  wife  in  1890.  There  is  no  testimony  ofFered 
tending  to  show  how  much  property  August  Filter  owned 
at  the  time  he  made  the  transfer  of  these  lands  in  1890 ;  nor 
is  there  any  evidence  showing  his  insolvency  prior  to  1898. 
In  fact,  as  set  out  in  the  statement  of  this  case,  plaintiffs 
introduced  no  testimony  at  all  except  as  to  the  time  that 
August  Filter  indorsed  the  note,  the  record  of  plaintiffs' 
judgment  against  Filter,  the  transcript  of  the  judgment, 
the  return  of  the  execution  on  the  judgment  and  the  ad- 
mission of  the  relationship  between  the  defendants. 

If  this  suit  had  been  instituted  within  four  years  of  the 
discovery  of  the  conveyances  to  Caroline  Filter  in  1890, 
the  admission  of  the  relationship  between  her  and  August 
Filter,  coupled  with  proof  of  August  Filter's  insolvency, 
would  have  been  sufficient  in  the  absence  of  any  other 
showing  to  have  warranted  the  court  in  setting  aside  these 
conveyances  as  having  been  made  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of 
August  Filter's  creditors.  But  the  presumption  arising 
from  the  near  relationship  between  these  parties  is  not 
sufficient  to  toll  the  statute  of  limitations  beyond  the 
period  of  four  years,  nor  is  it  sufficient  to  warrant  the  court 
in  cancelling  the  conveyances  made  by  Caroline  Filter 
to  her  two  sons  in  1898,  she  not  being  indebted  to  any  of 
these  plaintiffs.  No  evidence  having  been  introduced  by 
plaintiffs  tending  to  show  that  the  conveyances  made  by 
Caroline  Filter  to  her  two  sons  in  1898  were  made  in  trust 
for  the  benefit  of  August  F.  Filter,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  evidence  is  not  sufficient  to  support  the  judgment. 

The  defense  based  on  the  discharge  of  August  F.  Filter 
in  bankruptcy  was  abandoned  by  his  counsel  at  the  oral 
51 
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argument  of  this  cause,  and  for  that  reason  it  has  not  been 
considered  in  this  opinion. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  he  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  for  fur- 
ther proceedings. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


The  Real  Estate  Trust  Company  op  Philadelphia  bt 
al.,  appellees,  v.  Susannah  Fawell  et  al,,  appel- 
lants. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,431. 
Coram  lsnloner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Mortgage  Foreclosure  and  Sale. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.    Affirmed. 

Abbott  &  Lane,  for  appellants. 

S.  L.  Geixthardt,  contra. 

Dtjffie,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale  under 
a  decree  of  foreclosure.  No  questions  are  presented  by  the 
record  which  have  not  been  heretofore  determined  by  this 
court,  and  we  therefore  recommend  the  affirmance  of  the 
order  appealed  from. 

Albert  and  Ames,  CO.,  concur. 
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Charles  Selleck  v.  Edward  Feenby  et  al. 

Filed  Apbit.  2,  1902.    No.  11,444. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Forcible  Entry  and  Detainer:   Appeal  Prior  to  1901.    Prior  to  1901 

there  was  in  this  Btate  no  valid  statute  authorizing  an  appeal  from 
the  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  an  action  for  the  forcible 
entry  and  detention,  or  forcible  detention  only,  of  real  property. 

2.  Forcible  Entry  and  Detention:    Jurisdiction:    Consent  of  Parties. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  in  such  action,  being  deriva- 
tive only,  Is  not  aided  by  consent  of  partleB.  Ettenheimer  v. 
Wallman,  63  Neb.,  G47,  88  N.  W.  Rep.,  859,  followed. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Scott,  J.  Reversed  and  appeal 
stricken. 

James  H.  Van  Dusen,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

A.  L.  Sutton  and  E.  R.  heigh,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

On  May  19,  1898,  in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and 
detainer,  Charles  Selleck  obtained  a  judgment  for  restitu- 
tion before  a  justice  of  the  peace  against  Edward  Feeney 
and  others.  From  this  judgment  the  defendants  appealed 
to  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county,  conforming  to  the 
requirements  of  section  1030  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Proced- 
ure as  amended  in  1883.  Upon  the  trial  in  the  district 
conrt  the  jury,  in  obedience  to  a  peremptory  instruction, 
returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendants,  upon  which  judg- 
ment was  rendered.  To  review  this  judgment  the  plain- 
tiff has  brought  error  to  this  court. 

Since  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  was  rendered 
this  court  has  held  that  the  statute  above  referred  to, 
authorizing  an  appeal  in  this  class  of  cases,  is  unconsti- 
tutional. Armstrong  v.  Mayer,  60  Neb.,  423;  State  v. 
Fields,  62  Neb.,  520,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  318;  Ettenheimer  v. 
Wallman,  63  Neb.,  647,  88  N.  W.  Rep.,  859.    "The  juris- 
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diction  of  the  district  court  in  actions  of  forcible  entry 
and  detention,  or  forcible  detention  only,  of  real  property, 
being  derivative,  and  not  original,  the  second  trial  and 
judgment,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  parties  volun- 
tarily appeared,  were  unauthorized  and  void."  The  at- 
tempted appeal,  therefore,  conferred  no  jurisdiction  of  the 
cause  upon  the  district  court  and  its  judgment  was  void. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  reversed  and  the  appeal  stricken  from  the. 
docket. 

Hastings  and  Kiekpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

REVERSED  AND  APPEAL  SO  STRICKEN. 


Joseph  A.  Connor  v.  J.  P.  Rumsey  bt  al. 

Felbd  Aran.  2,  1902.    No.  11,494. 

Commies  loner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Bills  and  Nates:  Conshieratjon :  G amino:  Evidence.  Evidence  ex- 
amined, and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  finding  of  Jury  that  the  con- 
sideration ot  the  note  sued  Upon  was  not  tainted  with  an;  In- 
debtedness arising  out  of  gambling  transactions. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Slabauoh,  J.    Affirmed. 

JamvH  H.  Van  Dusen,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Montgomery  &  Ball,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

The  only  question  raised  in  this  case  is  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  evidence  conclusively  shows  that  the  considera- 
tion of  the  note  sued  upon  was  in  part  at  least  a  wagering 
contract  in  grain  futures,  and  the  note  therefore  void  and 
uncollectible.  The  trial  court  instructed  the  jury  that  if 
any  part  of  the  consideration  of  the  note  sued  upon  was 
a  mere  wagering  contract  for  future  sale  and  delivery  of 
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grain,  and  no  intention  existed  on  the  part  of  any  one  con- 
cerned to  actually  deliver  the  grain,  but  the  intention 
was  to  settle  by  payment  of  the  difference  either  way 
between  the  agreed  price  and  the  market  price  on  the 
agreed  date  of  delivery,  they  should  find  for  the  defend- 
ant, the  plaintiff  in  error  here.  The  verdict  was  for  the 
plaintiff  below,  notwithstanding  this  instruction  and  an- 
other one  that  the  burden  of  proof  was  on  the  plaintiff  to 
show  that  no  part  of  the  consideration  of  the  note  arose 
oat  of  gambling  transactions.  It  is  now  claimed  that  the 
proof  conclusively  shows  that  a  portion  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  note  were  losses  incurred  by  defendant  on  such 
gambling  contracts,  and  the  verdict  was  therefore  con- 
trary to  instructions. 

At  the  trial  no  instruction  for  a  verdict  for  defendant 
was  asked.  On  the  contrary  it  appears  that  by  instruction 
No.  2,  submitted  by  defendant,  the  jury  were  expressly 
asked  to  pass  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  such  gamb- 
ling transactions  formed  a  part  of  the  consideration  of 
the  note.  This  instruction,  to  be  sure,  was  refused  by 
the  court,  but  only  to  give  the  more  favorable  one  that  the 
burden  was  on  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  it  was  not.  The 
question  as  to  gambling  transactions  was,  then,  sub- 
mitted at  defendant's  request,  and  more  favorably  to  him 
than  he  had  requested.  Under  the  holding  in  Farmer's 
Bank  of  Nebraska  City  v.  Garrow,  63  Neb.,  64,  88  N.  W. 
Rep.,  131,  he  can  not  now  complain  that  there  was  no 
question  to  be  passed  npon  by  the  jury  under  the  evidence. 
Perhaps  this  doctrine  is  not  applicable  quite  as  broadly 
to  instructions  tendered  by  a  defendant  as  it  would  seem 
from  the  general  expressions  used  in  the  case  cited.  Pos- 
sibly, its  application  should  be  confined  to  the  party  at 
whose  instance  and  for  whose  benefit  a  question  is  sub- 
mitted, and  should  not  be  applied  to  one  who  is  merely 
defending  and  denying  and  who  tenders  an  instruction 
*  relating  to  a  question  merely  because  he  finds  it  is  to  be 
submitted  at  the  other  party's  instance.  This  is  as  far 
as  some  of  the  cases  cited  in  Bank  v.  Qarroto  go,  though 
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the  case  itself  seems  to  hold  that  asking  an  instruction  in 
reference  to  an  issue  is  equivalent  to  an  estoppel  against 
all  claim  that  there  was  no  evidence  sufficient  to  uphold 
an  adverse  finding  upon  it. 

It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  resort  to  this  principle 
in  order  to  sustain  the  verdict  against  this  complaint. 
The  evidence  disclosed  that  the  note  sued  upon  was  given 
as  a  renewal  for  a  previous  one  for  the  same  amount  given 
six  months  earlier.  It  showed  the  indebtedness  of  de- 
fendant to  plaintiff  arose  upon  two  accounts.  One  was 
overdrafts  by  defendant  against  grain  shipments,  and  one 
was  by  losses  on  "options"  in  grain,  both  of  sale  and  pur- 
chase, secured  by  defendant  through  plaintiffs  on  the 
Chicago  board  of  trade.  Defendant  claimed  that  a  part 
of  the  consideration  of  this  note  were  losses  in  the  latter 
operations,  and  plaintiff,  that  the  consideration  of  this 
note  was  the  one  renewed  and  that  such  first  note  was 
wholly  for  overdrafts  against  grain  shipped.  Plaintiff's 
evidence  tended  to  support  this  contention  and  to  show 
that  when  the  original  note  was  given  the  option  account 
showed  a  net  profit  to  defendant  and  no  indebtedness  on 
this  account  could  have  been  included  in  it 

The  evidence  Is  somewhat  conflicting,  but  we  are  by  no 
means  prepared  to  say  that  the  jury  did  not  obey  even  the 
instruction  to  find  for  defendant,  unless  the  plaintiff's 
evidence  that  there  was  no  gambling  taint  in  the  note 
should  preponderate. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court 
be  affirmed. 

Kihkpateick  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 
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Fhank  B.  Kennard  v.  Hbney  J.  Grossman. 

Filed  Aran.  2,  1902.    No.  11.509. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Appeal  and  Bitot:     Assignments  Considered.     In  proceedings  In 

error  only  such  grounds  as  are  assigned  In  the  petition  in  error 
will  be  considered. 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:    Instruction  Refused  to  Pasty  but  Given  by 

Court.  Where  a  party  to  a  suit  requests  the  submission  of  a 
question  to  the  Jury  by  the  tender  of  an  instruction  which  is  re- 
fused, he  can  not  complain  of  an  Instruction,  given  by  the  court 
on  Its  own  motion,  submitting  the  same  question. 

3.  Appeal  and  Error:    Instbuction  Given  by  Court  Refused  to  Party. 

It  Is  not  error  to  refuse  to  give  an  Instruction  tendered,  when  the 
■round  covered  thereby  is  covered  by  instructions  given  by  the 
court  on  Its  own  motion. 

Bebob  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Keysob,  J.    Affirmed. 

I.  R.  Andrews,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

T.  J.  Mahoney  and  J.  A.  G.  Kennedy,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

The  plaintiff  in  this  court  was  the  defendant,  and  the 
defendant  here  was  the  plaintiff  in  the  district  court. 
The.v  will  be  referred  to  hereafter  by  the  title  in  the  court 
below. 

The  plaintiff  was  in  the  employ  of  the  defendant  and,  in 
the  course  of  his  employment,  was  engaged  in  carrying 
large  pieces  of  glass  from  one  part  of  defendant's  store- 
room to  another.  While  he  was  thus  carrying  a  large 
piece  of  glass  it  was  brought  in  contact  with  some  ob- 
struction in  the  passageway  and  broken.  By  the  pieces 
of  broken  glass  the  plaintiff  was  seriously  cut  about  the 
arm,  wrist  and  hand,  and  is  alleged  to  have  received 
thereby  serious  and  permanent  injuries.  He  brought  this 
action  against  the  defendant  to  recover  for  said  injuries, 
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and  alleged  that  they  resulted  from  the  negligence  of  the 
defendant  in  permitting  the  passageway,  where  the  injury 
occurred,  to  become  obstructed.  The  defendant  entered  a 
general  denial  and  alleged  contributory  negligence.  It 
was  conclusively  established,  on  the  trial,  that  the  plain- 
tiff was,  to  some  extent,  foreman  of  the  store-room  where 
the  accident  occurred,  and  to  a  certain  extent  had  control 
of  the  employees  therein,  and  that  the  obstructions  which 
caused  the  injury  were  boxes  of  merchandise  that  had 
been  placed  in  the  passage  by  the  other  employees  of  the 
defendant.  The  plaintiff,  however,  insists  that  at  the  time 
those  obstructions  were  placed  in  the  passageway  and 
when  the  injury  occurred  the  employees  were  acting  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  defendant,  who  at  the  time 
had  personal  control  and  supervision  of  the  store-rooin  and 
the  employees.  There  was  a  trial  to  a  jury,  which  resulted 
in  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the  plaintiff.  The  defendant 
brings  the  case  here  on  error. 

The  defendant  insists  that  the  verdict  is  not  sustained 
by  sufficient  evidence,  and  that  the  court  erred  in  its  re- 
fusal to  direct  a  verdict  in  his  favor.  Whatever  merit 
there  may  be  in  the  argument  on  these  points  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  inquiring  iuto  them,  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  not  assigned  in  the  petition  in  error.  The  rule  that 
only  such  errors  as  are  assigned  and  argued  will  be  con- 
sidered is  too.  well  settled  to  require  the  citation  of  au- 
thorities. 

It  is  next  insisted  that  the  court  erred  in  giving  instruc- 
tions Nos.  2  and  3,  which  arc  as  follows : 

"2.  You  are  instructed  that  it  is  the  duty  of  an  employer 
to  exercise  reasonable  aud  ordinary  care  in  furnishing  Mb 
employees  a  reasonably  safe  place  in  which  to  work ;  and 
so  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  exercise  reasonable 
care  and  prudence  in  providing  a  reasonably  safe  passage- 
way for  the  plaintiff  to  use  in  carrying  glass  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  work ;  and  if  you  believe  from  a  preponder- 
ance of  the  evidence  that  the  defendant  did  not  exercise 
ordinary  care  in  furnishing  a  passageway  free  from  ob- 
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atmctionB  for  the  use  of  the  plaintiff  and  that  such  want 
of  care  was  the  direct  cause  of  the  injury  complained  of, 
then  defendant  is  liable  in  this  case  and  you  should  bo 
find ;  unless  you  further  find  from  the  evidence  that  plain- 
tiff assumed  the  risk  of  the  injury  suffered,  or  was  himself 
guilty  of  negligence  which  contributed  in  some  degree  to 
the  happening  of  said  injury. 

"3.  The  undisputed  evidence  proves  that  plaintiff  was 
defendant's  foreman,  and  that  as  such  he  had  charge  of 
the  truckmen  at  work  in  said  room,  and  had  supervision 
of  the  deposit  of  boxes  in  said  store-room.  It  was  then 
the  duty  of  plaintiff  to  superintend  the  arrangement  of 
said  boxes  of  glass,  and  if  he  did  "not  do  so,  or  did  not  do 
so  properly,  then  the  plaintiff  can  not  recover,  unless  it 
appear  from  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence  that  de- 
fendant himself  gave  the  truckmen  orders  and  for  the  time 
being  superseded  the  plaintiff  as  foreman  in  the  control 
of  the  truckmen  and  the  deposit  of  the  boxes  in  question." 
.  The  only  objection  urged  against  these  instructions  is 
that  they  submitted  to  the  jury  the  question  of  the  plain 
tiffs  contributory  negligence,  which,  the  defendant  in- 
sists, was  conclusively  established  by  the  evidence,  and, 
consequently,  that  there  was  no  evidence  upon  which  to 
submit  such  question  to  the  jury.  The  contributory  negli- 
gence relied  upon  by  the  defendant,  as  we  gather  from  the 
argument,  was  that  the  plaintiff  was  foreman  of  the 
store-room  and  bad  charge  and  supervision  of  the  storing 
of  the  boxes  of  merchandise,  and  control  of  the  workmen 
engaged  in  that  work.  But,  as  we  have  seen,  the  plaintiff's 
theory  of  the  case  was  that  at  the  particular  time  when  the 
obstructions  were  being  placed  and  the  plaintiff  received 
the  injuries  in  question  the  defendant  himself  had  assumed 
control  of  the  store-room  and  the  direction  of  the  work- 
men, and  that  in  placing  the  obstructions  the  workmen 
were  acting  nnder  his  immediate  orders.  We  must  assume 
that  there  was  some  evidence  to  support  this  theory,  be- 
cause the  defendant,  by  two  different  instructions  ten- 
dered by  him,  asked  the  submission  of  that  question  to  the 
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jury.  He  can  not  now  be  heard  to  say  that  the  instructions 
submitting  the  same  questions  were  not  based  on  sufficient 
evidence. 

It  is  next  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  give 
instructions  Nos.  1,  4,  5,  fi  and  11,  asked  by  the  defendant. 
These  instructions  are  as  follows : 

"1.  The  testimony  is  undisputed  that  the  plaintiff  had 
charge  of  the  wareroom  in  which  said  accident  occurred 
and  of  the '  unloading  and  depositing  the  merchandise 
brought  into  said  building,  as  well  as  the  direction  and 
control  of  the  employees  whose  duty  it  was  to  truck  said 
goods,  including  all  glass  therein.  If,  therefore,  you  find 
from  the  evidence  that  the  said  injury  was  caused  by  the 
passageway  being  obstructed  by  the  employees  trucking 
goods  therein,  your  verdict  will  be  for  the  defendant,  un- 
less you  find  that  the  defendant  personally  directed  the 
obstruction  of  said  passageway.  And  the  court  further 
instructs  you  that  an  order  given  by  the  defendant  to 
pile  said  goods  in  the  north  end  of  the  store  was  not  an 
order  to  obstruct  a  permanent  passageway  therein." 

"4.  You  are  further  instructed  that  the  foreman  and 
plaintiff  in  this  case,  not  only  assumed  all  the  ordinary 
risks  of  the  work  he  was  personally  doing,  but  he  also 
assumed  all  the  risk  occasioned  by  the  carelessness  of  the 
employees  subject  to  his  control  and  over  whom  he  was 
superintendent  while  in  the  performance  of  their  work ; 
and  it  is  therefore  the  duty  of  the  said  plaintiff  to  see  that 
those  under  his  control  and  direction  properly  performed 
their  work,  and  if,  owing  to  the  carelessness  of  the  said 
employees  under  said  plaintiff's  control  in  performing 
their  work,  said  plaintiff  was  injured,  then  the  plaintiff 
can  not  recover  and  your  verdict  must  be  for  the  defend- 
ant. 

"5.  You  are  further  instructed  that  the  said  plaintiff 
assumed  all  the  ordinary  risks  of  his  employment,  and  in 
addition  thereto  all  risk  which  he  had  an  equal  facility  for 
ascertaining  the  danger  incident  thereto  as  the  defendant. 
If,  therefore,  you  find  that  the  obstruction  of  said  passage- 
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way  was  owing  to  the  negligence  of  said  defendant,  and 
yon  also  find  that  the  said  plaintiff  had  equal  facilities 
for  ascertaining  the  danger  incident  to  carrying  said  glass 
through  said  passageway,  as  his  employer  had,  then  he 
will  he  held  to  assume  the  risk  of  said  glass  coming  in 
contact  with  the  obstruction,  and  your  verdict  will  be 
for  the  defendant. 

"6.  Evidence  has  been  given  that  one  of  the  witnesses, 
Mr.  Werring,  testified  that  the  defendant  in  this  case  told 
him  not  to  pije  any  more  goods  in  the  south  part  of  the 
building,  but  to  pile  them  in  the  north  thereof. 

"It  is  further  admitted  in  evidence  that  the  aisle  in 
which  the  plaintiff  was  hurt  was  a  regular  aisle  which 
had  been  in  continuous  use  for  a  long  time.  The  court 
therefore  instructs  you  that  the  order  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  to  said  Werring  not  to  pile  the  goods  brought  in 
the  store  in  the  north  end,  but  to  pile  the  goods  in  the  back 
part  of  the  store  was  not  a  direction  to  pile  them  in  this 
aisle  in  which  plaintiff  was  injured,  unless  you  further 
And  from  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  that  there  was 
no  other  place  in  the  north  part  of  the  store  to  pile  said 
goods." 

"11.  You  are  instructed  that  the  plaintiff  in  carrying 
said  glass  was  to  use  reasonable  care  and  caution  while 
so  doing,  which  means  that  he  must  look  the  direction 
he  is  going  in  order  to  avoid  obstructions,  whether  to  his 
feet  or  any  other  portion  of  his  person,  or  the  object  or 
thing  he  was  carrying,  and  if  yon  find  from  the  evidence 
that  he  could,  by  looking,  have  discovered  the  obstruction 
which  caused  the  accident  then  the  plaintiff  can  not  re- 
cover." 

The  following  instructions  were  given  by  the  court  on 
its  own  motion : 

"It  is  claimed  by  the  plaintiff  in  his  evidence  that  said 
passageway  was  obstructed  by  order  of  the  plaintiff.  You 
will  take  into  consideration  whatever  order  the  testimony 
shows  the  defendant  gave  in  that  regard,  and  you  will 
then  determine  from  the  testimony  whether  or  not  said 
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order  required  the  deposit  of  boxes  of  glass  in  said  -pas- 
sageway ;  and  if  you  find  that  defendant  gave  an  order  to 
hie  employees  as  to  the  deposit  of  boxes  of  glass,  and  that 
said  order  did  not  direct  the  deposit  of  said  boxes  in  said 
passageway,  then  your  verdict  should  be  for  the  defend- 
ant; but  if  you  And  that  the  order  alleged  to  have  been 
given  by  the  defendant  required  the  deposit  of  said  boxes 
of  glass  in  said  passage,  or  left  it  open  to  the  employees  in 
the  reasonable  discharge  of  their  duty  under  said  order, 
to  place  them  in  said  passageway,  and  that  the  placing 
of  the  boxes  there  caused  said  injury,  then  defendant  is 
liable  in  this  case,  unless  the  plaintiff  assumed  the  risk 
or  was  guilty  of  negligence  which  contributed  to  said 
injury." 

"5.  It  is  the  duty  of  an  employee  to  exercise  ordinary  and 
reasonable  care  in  the  protection  of  himself  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  work ;  and  if  he  do  not  do  so,  and  his  want 
of  care  contributes  in  any  degree,  however  slight,  to  an 
injury  to  himself,  then  he  is  guilty  of  contributory  negli- 
gence and  can  not  recover  damages  from  his  employer, 
even  though  the  employer  were  negligent.  If  you  find 
from  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  that  plaintiff,  in 
carrying  said  glass  the  way  he  did,  and  in  said  passage- 
way, did  not  exercise  what  was  reasonable  prudence  and 
care  under  all  the  circumstances,  and  that  his  want  of 
care  contributed  to  the  happening  of  the  injury  complained 
of,  then  your  verdict  must  be  for  the  defendant. 

"6.  It  is  the  law  that  an  employee  assumes  all  the  ordi- 
nary risks  of  his  employment.  If  you  find  from  the  evi- 
dence that  said  glass  broke  by  reason  of  a  defect  therein, 
and  that  it  was  one  of  the  risks  incident  to  plaintiff's 
calling;  or  if  you  find  that  plaintiff  knew  that  said  pas- 
sageway was  obstructed,  and  that  with  such  knowledge 
he  proceeded  to  carry  said  glasB  through  said  passageway, 
and  that  said  glass  was  broken  by  said  obstructions,  then 
you  should  find  that  plaintiff  assumed  the  risks  of  carry- 
ing the  glass  the  way  and  where  he  did,  and  your  verdict 
should  be  for  the  defendant." 
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The  foregoing  instructions,  and  instructions  2  and  3 
Bet  out  in  another  part  of  this  opinion,  all  given  by  the 
court  on  ite  own  motion,  cover  the  same  ground  as  those 
tendered  by  the  defendant.  That  being  true,  it  was  not 
error  to  refuse  the  instructions  tendered.  This  disposes 
of  all  the  questions  presented  by  the  petition  in  error  and 
the  argument. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Dtjffie,  CO.,  concur. 


Daniel  I.  Lay,  Exbcutob  of  thb  Last  Will  and  Testa-   ■ 

MBNT   OF   ADALINE   L.    ChADWIOK,    DECEASED,    APPEL- 
LANT, v.  Anna  Honey  et  al.,  appellees. 
Filed  Aram  2,  1902.    No.  11,619. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Principal  and  Agent:    Patment  or  Note  to  Third  Person:    Burden 

or  pRoor  of  Ahf.nct.  One  who  makes  payment  of  a  promissory 
note  to  a  person,  not  tbe  owner  of  the  note,  and  not  in  possession 
of  It,  at  a  place  other  than  the  place  of  payment  designated 
therein,  assumes  the  burden  of  proving  that  the  part;  to  whom 
payment  was  made  was  empowered  to  collect  the  money. 

2.  Principal  and  Agent:    Receipt  op  Interest  Not  Authobitt  ron  Col- 

lection of  Principal.  The  fact  that  the  money  to  pay  interest 
coupons  has  been  paid  to  such  person  who  sent  the  same  to  the 
original  mortgagee  at  the  place  of  payment;  that  it  was  sent  to 
the  owner  of  the  note  and  mortgage,  who  returned  the  paid  cou- 
pons to  the  mortgagee,  who  In  turn  sent  them  to  the  person  to 
whom  the  money  was  paid,  to  be  delivered  to  the  mortgagor,  la  not 
sufficient  ground  to  Infer  that  such  person  has  authority  to  collect 
the  principal  sum,  where  the  evidences  of  Indebtedness  are  not, 
and  have  not  been,  In  his  possession. 

S.  Principal  and  Agent:  Sufficiency  or  Evidence  or  Aqenot.  Evi- 
dence examined,  and  held  not  sufficient  to  show  authority  on  the 
part  of  the  person  to  whom  the  money  was  paid,  to  collect  the 
same. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Hitchcock  county. 
Tried  below  before  Norbis,  J.    Reversed  with  directions. 
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W.  8.  MorUm,  for  appellant 

F.  I.  Foas,  F.  M.  Flanaburg,  B.  V.  Kohout  and  R,  D. 
Brown,  contra. 

Barnes,  C. 

On  the  15th  day  of  March,  1889,  Anna  Honey  and  Al- 
bert Honey  executed  and  delivered  to  the  Loan  &  Guar- 
antee Company  of  Connecticut  their  negotiable  note,  or 
bond,  for  the  sum  of  $<i00,  with  ten  semi-annual  interest 
coupons,  or  notes,  attached.  The.  note  was  to  mature  on 
the  1st  day  of  March,  1894,  and  it  was  payable,  as  were 
all  of  the  interest  coupons  or  notes,  at  the  office  of  the 
Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  of  Connecticut,  at  Hartford 
in  that  state.  To  secure  the  payment  thereof  a  real  estate 
mortgage  was  executed  to  the  said  Loan  &  Guarantee 
Company,  which  was  duly  recorded,  and  on  the  2d  day  of 
July,  1889,  the  principal  note,  together  with  the  interest 
coupons  and  the  mortgage  securing  the  payment  of  the 
same,  were  sold,  indorsed  and  delivered  to  Adaline  L. 
Chadwick,  of  Lyme,  Connecticut  The  loan  was  negoti- 
ated by  Dawes  &  Poss,  of  Crete,  Nebraska,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  each  of  the  interest  notes  or  coupons,  except  the 
last  one,  was  made  by  Anna  Honey  and  Albert  Honey  to 
Dawes  &  Foss,  or  Payette  I.  Foss,  by  whom  the  money 
was  Bent  to  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company,  and  in  turn 
forwarded  to  the  owner  and  holder  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage, Adaline  L.  Chadwick,  who,  when  she  received  the 
money,  sent  the  paid  coupon  to  the  Loan  &  Guarantee 
Company,  and  it  was  forwarded  to  Fayette  I.  Foss,  who 
thereupon  delivered  it  to  the  mortgagors.  On  the  24th 
day  of  March,  1893,  the  mortgaged  property  was  sold,  by 
Albert  Honey  and  Anna  Honey,  to  one  Peter  Haegen,  who 
assumed  the  said  mortgage  indebtedness  and  agreed  to 
pay  it.  On  or  about  the  1st  day  of  May,  1894,  and  about 
two  months  after  the  note  became  due,  Peter  Haegen  paid 
the  principal  and  the  laet  interest  coupon  to  Fayette  I. 
Foss,  of  Crete,  Nebraska,  who  failed  to  forward  the  money 
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to  the  guarantee  company,  bat  retained  the  same  and 
applied  it  to  his  own  use.  This  payment  was  made  at  the 
hank  in  Trenton,  Nebraska,  and  at  the  time  the  money 
was  bo  paid  neither  Fayette  I.  Foss  nor  the  guarantee 
company  had  possession  or  control  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage. After  this  time  Adaline  L.  Chadwick  departed  this 
life,  leaving  a  last  will  and  testament,  of  which  the  plain- 
tiff, Daniel  I.  Lay,  was  the  execntor;  said  will  was  duly 
admitted  to  probate;  said  executor  qualified  and  was  au- 
thorized to  bring  this  suit.  The  money  not  having  been 
paid  either  to  Adaline  L.  Chadwick  during  her  lifetime,  or 
to  him  after  he  became  the  executor  of  her  estate,  he  com- 
menced an  action  in  the  district  court  for  Hitchcock  county 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage.  The  petition  was  in  the  usual 
form,  and  to  this  an  answer  was  filed  setting  up  several 
matters  in  defense,  among  which  was  the  defense  of  pay- 
ment; and  it  was  alleged  in  the  answer  that  the  note  and 
mortgage  had  been  paid  to  Fayette  I.  Foss,  who  was  the 
agent  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company,  the  mortgagee; 
and  that  said  guaranty  company  was,  at  said  time,  the 
agent  of  Adaline  L.  Chadwick,  and  duly  authorized  to  re- 
ceive the  payment  of  and  collect  the  money  due  upon  the 
note  and  mortgage  and  release  the  same  of  record;  and  that 
the  said  Fayette  I.  Foss  was  the  agent  of  the  said  Loan  & 
Guarantee  Company  also  for  that  purpose;  and  that  by 
payment  to  him  the  said  mortgage  debt  was  canceled  and 
that  the  mortgage  should  be  released.  There  was  a  reply, 
in  the  form  of  a  general  denial.  The  cause  was  duly  tried, 
and  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1900,  the  court  made  a  gen- 
eral finding  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  on  which  finding 
a  decree  was  entered  that  the  note  and  mortgage  sued 
upon  should  be  canceled  and  discharged  of  record.  From 
this  decree  the  plaintiff  appeals. 

Upon  the  trial  all  of  the  defenses  pleaded  in  the  case, 
except  the  defense  of  payment,  were  abandoned,  so  that 
the  only  thing  for  os  to  consider  is,  whether  or  not  the 
evidence  sustains  the  finding  on  that  question.  It  was 
conceded  that  the  note  was  negotiable,  that  it,  together 
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with  the  mortgage,  was  owned  by  Adaline  L.  Chadwiek, 
and  had  been  her  property  and  in  her  possession  ever 
since  July  3,  1889.  It  was  provided  in  the  note  itself 
that  it  was  payable  at  the  office  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee 
Company  in  Hartford,  Connecticut  As  before  stated, 
the  payment  was  made  to  Payette  I.  Poss,  who  did  not 
have  either  the  note  or  the  mortgage  in  his  possession,  at 
the  bank  in  Trenton,  Nebraska.  In  this  case  it  devolves 
upon  the  defendants  to  show  by  a  preponderance  of  the 
evidence  that  Payette  I.  Foss  had  authority  from  the 
owner  and  holder  of  this  note  to  receive  such  payment. 
Chandler  v.  Pyott,  53  Neb.,  786;  South  Branch  Lumber 
Co.  v.  Littlejohn,  31  Neb.,  606;  Richard*  v.  Waller,  49 
Neb.,  639;  Oreenntan  v.  Sioan,  51  Neb.,  81;  Campbell  v. 
O'Connor,  55  Neb.,  638. 

The  defendants  produced  Fayette  I.  Foss  as  a  witness 
upon  the  trial,  and  it  may  be  conceded  that  his  evidence, 
which  is  quite  voluminous,  establishes  the  fact  that  he 
had  general  authority  given  him  by  the  president  of  the 
guarantee  company  to  collect  the  interest  and  principal 
of  notes  and  mortgages  owned  and  held  by  that  company, 
although  this,  to  some  extent,  is  denied  by  the  evidence  of 
one  of  its  officers,  which  we  find  in  the  record.  It  is  not 
shown,  however,  by  any  evidence  that  Foss  was  the  agent 
of  Adaline  L.  Chadwiek,  or  the  plaintiff,  to  collect  the 
principal  of  this  loan.  In  fact  it  appears  that  Mr.  Foss 
did  not  know  them,  never  had  any  correspondence  with 
either  of  them,  and  had  no  knowledge  that  Adaline  L. 
Chadwiek  was  the  owner  and  holder  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage in  question.  This  being  shown  by  the  evidence,  be 
yond  any  question,  it  can  not  be  claimed  that  he  was 
authorized  by  Adaline  L.  Chadwiek,  or  the  plaintiff,  to 
collect  this  money. 

We  are  next  required  -to  determine  whether  or  not  the 
Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  of  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
which  was  the  original  mortgagee,  was  the  agent  of  Ada- 
line  L.  Chadwiek,  or  the  plaintiff,  for  the  collection  of 
the  mortgage  debt.     The  only  direct  evidence  bearing 
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upon  that  question  is  the  evidence  of  Frank  E.  Johnson, 
now  president  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company,  and 
Daniel  I.  Lay,  the  plaintiff  in  this  case.  The  testimony 
of  Frank  E.  Johnson  upon  that  point  is  a  follows: 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  method  of  collecting  the  interest 
on  this  bond  (Exhibit  A)  as  between  the  Loan  &  Guaran- 
tee Company  and  Adaline'L.  Chad  wick? 

A.  The  interest  was  received  by  the  Loan  &  Guarantee 
Company  of  Connecticut,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  note  and  mortgage  making  it  payable  at  the 
office  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  of  Connecticut 
The  money  was  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Chadwick,  who  there- 
upon sent  back  the  coupon. 

Q.  Did  Adaline  L.  Chadwick  ever  authorize  the  Loan 
&  Guarantee  Company  of  Connecticut  to  collect  the 
amount  of  the  principal  due  on  this  bond? 

A-  She  did  not.  We  having  sold  the  loan  to  her,  we 
considered  that  we  had  the  moral  obligation  to  look  after 
it,  but  were  never  authorized  by  her  as  her  agents  in  any 
way. 

Q.  The  payment  of  interest  went  through  the  office  of 
the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  Mrs.  Chadwick  decease? 

At  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  do  your  business  directly  with  her? 

A.  Most  with  her. 

Q.  And  the  company  and  yourself  acted  as  agents  of 
Mrs.  Chadwick? 

A.  No,  not  as  her  agents.  We  considered  it  our  moral 
duty,  after  having  sold  the  loan,  to  look  after  it 

Q.  That  was  a  relationship  between  yon? 

A.  We  simply  forwarded  the  money  to  her  and  she  sent 
us  the  coupons. 

Q.  Weren't  you  acting  as  her  agents? 

A.  We  were  simply  getting  her  what  waB  her  own. 

Q.  Weren't  you  doing  her  business? 

A,  No,  not  necessarily.     We  did  not  consider  so. 
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Q.  Weren't  you  doing  business  for  her? 

A.  No.  In  that  way  we  were  doing  business  for  the 
borrower  in  getting  the  money  to  the  party  to  whom  it 
belonged. 

Q.  Yon  say  that  you  were  not  Mrs.  Chad  wick's  agent 
in  these  matters? 

A.  We  did  not  consider  ourselves. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  that  Mrs.  Chad  wick  never  au- 
thorized any  one  to  collect  this  loan? 

A.   She  never  authorized  us  to  do  so. 

Q.  She  never  authorized  others  then? 

A.  She  never  authorized  us.  She  might  have  author- 
ized some  one  else. 

Daniel  I.  Lay  testified  on  the  question  of  agency  to  col- 
lect the  money  due  on  the  note,  as  follows: 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Adaline  L.  Chad  wick 
during  her  lifetime? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  relation  was  she,  if  any,  to  you? 

A.  She  was  a  sister  to  me. 

Q.  When  did  she  die? 

A.  May  1st  of  this  year,  1899. 

Q.  What  official  position  if  any  do  you  hold  toward  her 
estate? 

A.  As  an  executor. 

Q.  State  whether  or  not  you  acted  for  or  assisted  Ada- 
line  L.  Chiidwick  in  the  management  of  her  affairs  and 
were  familiar  with  the  same  prior  to  her  death  and  if  so 
to  what  extent? 

A.  I  was  familiar  by  l>ciug  her  chief  adviser. 

Q.  Cover  the  time? 

A.   For  the  past   ten  or  twelve  years. 

Q.  Did  you  know  about  this  loan? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  now  hand  you  Exhibit  A  and  ask  you  to  state 
whether  or  not  you  ever  saw  that  before,  and  state  under 
what  circumstances  and  all  about  [it]. 

A.  I  saw  this  about  July  3, 1889,  when  it  came  into  her 
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Q.  State  under  what  circumstances  you  first  saw  this 
bond.    Where  was  you? 

A.  I  saw  it  at  Lyme. 

Q.  At  whose  house? 

A.  At  my  own  house.    She  was  one  of  our  family. 

Q.  Was  it  directed  to  you? 

A.  It  was  directed  to  her  from  the  Loan  &  Guarantee 
Company. 

Q.  How  did  you  happen  to  see  it? 

A.  She  gave  all  such  matters  for  me  to  examine. 

Q.  Did  she  show  it  to  you  as  soon  as  she  received  it? 

A.  Undoubtedly,  as  she  did  all  of  the  business. 

Q.  Did  she  live  in  the  same  house? 

A.  In  the  same  house  and  same  family. 

Q.  State  if  you  know  under  what  circumstances  Ada- 
line  L.  Chadwick  became  the  owner  of  the  bond  and  the 
mortgage  which  secured  it? 

A.  By  purchase  from  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  it? 

A.  By  assisting  her  in  this  loan. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  disposition  Adaline  L.  Chad- 
wick made  of  the  bond  and  the  mortgage  after  it  was  sold 
to  her? 

A.  She  held  it 

Q.  Did  she  receive  interest? 

A.  And  received  interest  from  the  Loan  &  Guarantee 
Company. 

Q.  How  did  she  receive  the  interest? 

A.  The  interest  was  sent  to  her  from  the  Loan  &  Guar- 
antee Company  and  she  returned  the  coupons. 

Q.  Did  she  return  the  coupons  before  or  after  she  re- 
ceived the  money? 

A.  After. 

Q.  Will  yon  state  by  whom  these  papers  are  owned  at 
the  present  time  and  by  whom  they  were  owned  at  the 
time  this  action  was  brought? 

A.  By  the  estate  of  Adaline  L.  Chadwick. 

Q.  Will  yon  state  what  methods  were  pursued,  if  any, 
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in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  principal  due  on  this 
bond? 

A.  There  was  no  collection  of  the  principal. 

Q.  Did  Adaline  L.  Chadwick  ever  attempt  to  collect  it? 

A.  No,  she  never  did  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  she  ever  authorized  anybody 
to  collect  it  for  her? 

A.  As  far  as  I  know  she  never  did. 

Q.  Did  you  have  charge  of  the  loan  as  adviser  yourself? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  your  relations  to  her  estate  so  that  you  would 
know  about  it? 

A.  She  never  did  any  business — there  was  no  business 
transactions  without  first  consulting  me  so  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Did  she  have  any  agents  that  were  authorized  to 
collect  either  the  principal  or  interest? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Did  Adaline  L.  Chadwick  ever  receive  or  collect  any 
part  of  the  principal  of  this  bond  represented  by  Ex- 
hibit A? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  as  executor  of  her  estate  ever  received  or 
collected  any  part  of  the  amount  due  on  these  papers? 

A.  Never. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  authorized  anyone  for  yourself  or 
Adaline  L.  Chadwick  to  collect  the  amount  due  on  the 
bond? 

A.  No. 

Q.  In  whose  possession  and  control  have  these  papers 
been  since  you  have  qualified  as  executor? 

A.  In  mine,  except  a  short  time  they  were  in  the  hands 
of  my  attorney  in  this  case. 

Q.  Were  these  papers,  being  the  bond  and  mortgage 
securing  it,  ever  in  the  possession  and  control  of  the  Loan 
&  Guarantee  Company  of  Hartford,  or  Fayette  I.  Foss,  or 
Da  wps  &  Foss  after  the  same  were  purchased  by  Adaline 
L.  Chadwick? 

A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
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The  foregoing  is  all  of  the  evidence  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  the  authority  of  Fayette  I.  Fobs  and  the  Guar- 
antee Loan  Company,  or  either  of  them,  to  collect  the 
money  in  question. 

In  Fry  v.  Curtis,  52  Neb.,  406,  this  court  made  use  of 
the  following  language:  "It  has  several  times  been  held 
by  this  court  that  authority  to  collect  interest  install- 
ments is  not  alone  sufficient  from  which  to  infer  author- 
ity to  collect  the  principal,  where  the  evidences  of  in- 
debtedness are  negotiable  and  are  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  person  assuming  to  act  as  agent." 

In  •  the  case  of  City  Missionary  Society  v.  Reams,  51 
Neb.,  225,  it  is  stated :  "Payment  in  the  case  at  bar  was 
not  made  to  the  plaintiff,  the  owner  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage, nor  to  a  person  who  had  possession  of  them ;  hence 
it  was  for  defendants  to  establish  by  the  proofs  that  the 
party  to  whom  they  made  payment  was  empowered,  or 
possessed  ostensible  authority,  to  collect  the  money."  In 
that  case  the  note  and  mortgage  in  suit  were  sold  and 
transferred  for  value  to  the  City  Missionary  Society  of 
Hartford.  Reams  paid  the  first  two  coupons  falling  due, 
to  the  Nebraska  &  Kansas  Farm  Loan  Company,  who  for- 
warded the  money  to  George  W.  Moore  &.  Co.,  a  firm  of 
loan  brokers  at  Hartford,  and  the  last  named  firm  paid 
the  money  to  plaintiff,  took  up  the  coupons  and  forwarded 
the  same  to  the  Nebraska  &  Kansas  Farm  Loan  Company, 
who  delivered  them  to  the  makers.  On  the  4th  day  of 
October,  1890,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  note  and 
mortgage,  the  Reams  gave  their  negotiable  promissory 
note  for  $350,  due  October  1,  1895,  to  the  said  Nebraska 
&  Kansas  Farm  Loan  Company,  and  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment executed  and  delivered  to  the  company  a  mortgage 
upon  their  real  estate.  The  note  and  mortgage  were  sold 
and  assigned  to  one  Slocmn,  and  the  money  derived  there- 
from was  not  used  to  pay  off  the  first  promissory -note 
held  by  plaintiff.  It  was  held  that  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient evidence  to  show  that  the  Nebraska  &  Kansas  Farm 
Loan  Company  had  any  authority  to  collect  the  money 


768  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Lay  v.  Honey. 

for  the  holder  of  the  note  and  mortgage,  and'  a  foreclosure 
was  decreed. 

In  the  case  of  Bull  v.  Alitrhell,  47  Neb.,  fi47,  it  was  held : 
"Where  a  mortgage  was  made  to  secure  the  payment  of  a 
negotiable  promissory  note,  the  parties  making  audi  note 
and  mortgage  are  not  necessarily  entitled  to  protection 
as  to  payments  to  the  mortgagee  made  solely  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  original  payee  of  the  note  still  remains 
the  holder  thereof."  That  "Where  payment  of  a  negoti- 
able note  secured  by  a  mortgage  was  made  to  an  Invest- 
ment company  of  which  the  mortgagee  was  manager  and 
such  payment  was  never  forwarded  to  the  party  to  whom 
such  note  had  been  transferred,  held,  that  the  mere  fact 
that  antecedent  payments  made  in  like  manner  had  been 
made  to  be  forwarded  to  the  transferee  of  such  note  and 
bad  been  so  forwarded,  did  not  bind  the  holder  of  the  note 
as  to  the  final  payment  not  forwarded,  it  being  shown  by 
the  evidence  that  such  holder  had  never  in  any  way  held 
out  or  recognized  the  mortgagee  as  his  agent."  The  same 
rule  was  laid  down  by  this  court  in  the  case  of  ll'uhardx  v. 
Waller,  49  Neb.,  639. 

In  Porter  v.  Ouraila,  51  Neb.,  510,  it  was  said:  "The 
mere  fact  that  a  mortgagee  baa  been  in  the  habit  of  col- 
lecting interest  from  the  mortgagor  and  remitting  it  to 
an  assignee  of  the  mortgage  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  au- 
thorise the  conclusion  that  the  mortgagee's  agency  was 
such  as  to  authorize  him  to  collect  the  entire  unmatured 
mortgage  debt." 

In  the  case  of  the  Firxt  National  Bank  of  Omaha  v.  Chil- 
svn,  45  Neb.,  257,  it  was  said :  "Payment  of  money  on  a 
note  at  a  bank  where  it  is  made  payable,  when  the  note 
has  not  been  left  there  and  is  not  produced,  is  not  pay- 
ment of  the  note.  In  such  case  the  person  receiving 
the  money  becomes  the  agent  of  the  payor,  not  of  the 
payee." 

In  Qrcmman  v.  iS'ican,  51  Neb.,  81,  and  Herbage  v. 
M mul it;  51  Neb.,  837,  the  fads  were  somewhat  similar  to 
those  in  the  case  at  bar;  and  yet  the  court  held  that  there 
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was  no  sufficient  evidence  to  establish  the  fact  of  agency, 
anil  decrees  of  foreclosure  were  entered  in  each  of  those 
cases.     See,  also,  Chandler  v.  I'yntt,  supra. 

Many  other  cases  decided  by  this  court  might  be  cited 
upon  this  question  where  the  evidence  of  agency  is  much 
stronger  than  it  is  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  yet  it  was  held 
insufficient  to  establish  such  fact.  In  view  of  the  record 
herein  we  are  constrained  to  hold  that  the  evidence  is 
insufficient,  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  establish  the 
fact  of  agency  to  collect  the  money  due  on  the  note  and 
mortgage  in  question  for  the  plaintiff,  or  Adaline  L. 
Chadwick,  either  on  the  part  of  the  guarantee  company  or 
Payette  I.  Foss. 

It  is  contended  that  the  assignee  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage was  guilty  of  negligence  in  not  notifying  the  defend- 
ants that  the  same  had  beeu  transferred  to  her.  This  con- 
tention can  not  be  maintained.  The  note  was  payable,  by 
its  terms,  at  the  office  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and  if  the  money  had  ever  been 
paid  at  that  place  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  would  have 
reached  its  proper  destination.  If  there  was  any  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  any  one  in  this  case,  it  was  on  the 
part  of  defendant,  Peter  JIaegen,  who  made  the  payment. 
This  payment  was  made  to  the  bank  at  Trenton,  without 
any  directions  whatever.  By  simply  instructing  the  bank 
to  hold  the  money  until  the  note  and  mortgage  were  de- 
livered up  and  then  pay  it  to  Payette  I.  Poss,  the  defend- 
ant could  have  protected  himself  and  this  controversy 
would  never  have  arisen.  There  being  no  evidence  to 
sustain  the  finding  that  the  note  ami  mortgage  in  ques- 
tion have  been  paid  to  one  authorized  to  receive  such  pay- 
ment, the  decree  appealed  from  should  be  reversed. 

For  the  reasons  above  given  we  recommend  that  the  find- 
ings and  decree  of  the  district  court  he  set  aside  and  re- 
versed, and  that  a  mandate  issue  to  said  court  to  enter  a 
proper  and  suitable  decree  of  foreclosure  herein. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CC,  concur. 


760  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Luce  v.  Sorer&en. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  is  reversed  and  the  case 
remanded  with  directions  to  the  lower  court  to  enter  the 
proper  decree  of  foreclosure  herein. 

Reversed  with  directions. 


Emily  V.  Luce,  appellee,  v.  Kristine  N.  Sorensen  et 
AL.,   APPELLANTS. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.    No.  11,841. 
Com  miss  lone  r'e  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Sufficiency  of  Evidence  of  "No  Prockehinos 

at  Law."  Evidence  of  attorney,  In  whose  hands  note  and  mortgage 
have  been  since  maturity,,  that  no  proceedings  at  law  have  lieen 
had  on  them  in  county  where  property  Is  situated  and  where  de- 
fendants were  served  with  summon:],  and  none  elsewhere  to  his 
knowledge,  Is  sufficient,  in  absence  of  all  contradiction,  to  support 
In  this  respect  a  decree  for  plaintiff. 

2.  Mortgage   Foreclosure:     Extension   Agreement   Not   Pleaded.     An 

extension  agreement,  which  Is  not  pleaded  and  as  to  which  there 
is  no  definite  evidence,  held  properly  disregarded. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

T.  M.  Morrow,  for  appellants. 

TibhrtH  Bros.,  Morcy  t£  Anderson,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

Appellants  cliiim  two  grounds  for  reversal  of  the  decree 
of  foreclosure  entered  in  the  trial  court  in  this  case.  First, 
that  the  proof  of  no  previous  proceedings  at  law  is  insuffi- 
cient; second,  that  there  is  proof  of  a  valid  extension  of 
time  which  had  not  elapsed  when  the  suit  was  commenced. 

An  examination  of  the  record  faila  to  show  that  either 
complaint  is  well  founded.  The  evidence  of  uo  proceedings 
at  law  is  by  Mr.  Russell,  plaintiff's  attorney.  He  testified 
that  he  knew  that  no  proceedings  had  been  had  in  Douglas 
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county  to  collect  tbe  note:  He  also  testified  tjiat  tbe  note 
had  been  in  his  possession  and  sole  charge  fop  purposes 
of  collection  for  more  than  two  years,  and  since  before  its 
maturity.  The  defendants  were  residents  apparently  of 
Douglas  county  and  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  nego- 
tiating with  reference  ■  to  a  renewal  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage. The  evidence  seems  ample  to  establish  prima  facie 
that  no  proceedings  had  been  had  at  law.  No  attempt  to 
contradict  it,  or  to  show  the  existence  of  such  proceedings, 
was  made. 

As  to  the  other  reason  for  reversing  the  decree,  it  should 
be  sufficient  to  say  that  no  mention  of  it  is  to  be  found  in 
the  answer,  which  is  a  mere  general  denial.  No  renewal 
or  extension  is  pleaded  in  any  way,  and  the  evidence  does 
not  show  the  existence  of  any.  An  attempt  to  arrange  for 
an  extension  and  an  appointment  of  one  W.  H.  Russell  as 
defendants'  agent  appears,  and  payment  of  a  part  of  an 
agreed  consideration  for  such  extension  is  shown  by  in- 
dorsement on  a  writing  that  purports  to  make  such  ap- 
pointment. This  is  all  and  falls  far  short  of  proving  an 
extension  even  if  one  was  pleaded. 

Appellants  claim  that  the  amount  of  the  decree  is  exces- 
sive because  of  the  inclusion  of  f  19  for  insurance  and  be- 
cause of  the  indorsement  on  the  contract  with  Russell  of 
$30.  Russell  testified  that  he  was  at  the  date  of  this  pay- 
ment the  agent  of  the  plaintiff.  On  this  ground  it  is 
claimed  that  the  $30  should  be  credited  upon  the  note  and 
mortgage  of  plaintiff.  As  before  stated,  there  is  no  allega- 
tion on  which  this  claim  of  payment  can  be  based.  There 
is  nothing  to  indicate  that  there  was  any  claim  in  the 
trial  court  that  this  $30  was  a  payment  on  the  mortgage. 
There  is  evidence  that  tbe  $19  was  actually  paid  by  plain- 
tiff for  insurance. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  tbe  trial  court  be 
affirmed. 

Kiekpateiok  and  Day,  CC,  concur. 
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William  G.  Morrison,  apfellkk,  v.  Lincoln  Savings 
Bank  &  Safe  Deposit  Company,  appellee,  Im- 
pleaded with  Herbert  W.  Davis  et  al.,  appellants. 

Filed  Afrit.  2,  1902.    No.  12,189. 

Com  ml  sal  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Receiver:  Offer  of  Compromise:  Acceptance  BY  Court:  Discretion. 
An  offer  of  compromise,  made  by  debtors  of  an  insolvent  bank  to 
the  receiver  thereof,  examined,  and  held  there  was  no  abuse  of 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  trial  court  In  directing  the  receiver 
to  accept  it. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Cornish,  J.    Affirmed. 

Stewart  &  Hi  linger  and  Frederick  Shepherd,  for  appel- 
lants. 

A.  S.  Tibbets  and  L.  V.  Burr,  contra. 

Lambcrtson  &  Hall,  amicus  curia. 

Albert,  C. 

The  Lincoln  Savings  Bank  &  Safe  Deposit  Company  is 
a  corporation  organized  under  the  banking  laws  of  this 
state.  On  July  22,  18!»6,  it  was  found,  in  this  action,  to 
be  insolvent  and  John  E.  Hill  was  appointed  its  receiver. 
A  large  portion  of  its  assets  consisted  of  the  amount  due 
from  stockholders  on  account  of  unpaid  subscriptions  and 
the  added  penalty.  On  May  21),  liHIO,  it  was  found  hv  the 
court  that  all  other  assets  of  the  bank  had  been  exhausted 
and  the  receiver  was  ordered  to  pmceed  against  the  stock- 
holders on  their  liability  for  unpaid  subscriptions.  In 
pursuance  of  such  order  suit  was  begun  in  the  district 
court  for  Lancaster  county  on  the  following  August  against 
all  of  such  stockholders.  In  July,  1901,  several  of  the 
said  stockholders  united  in  a  proposition  to  the  receiver 
to  pay  a  specific  amount  in  full  settlement  and  compromise 
of  all  liability  of  the  stockholders  joining  in  said  oiler. 
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The  receiver  submitted  the  proposition  to  the  district 
court,  under  which  he  held  his  appointment,  and  recom- 
mended its  acceptance.  The  appellants,  George  W.  Peas, 
W.  H.  Davis,  Paul  Holm  and  Cyrus  W.  Palmer,  creditors 
of  the  insolvent  bank,  intervened  and  protested  against  the 
acceptance  of  such  offer.  A  hearing  was  had,  whereupon 
the  court  dismissed  the  petition  of  intervention  and  en- 
tered an  order,  which,  so  far  as  is  material  to  this  case,  is 
as  follows : 

"Now,  therefore,  the  court  *  •  •  doth  order,  ad- 
judge and  decree  that  the  said  -receiver,  John  E.  Hill,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  empowered,  authorized  and  directed  to 
compound,  compromise  and  settle  in  full  for  the  sum  of 
$30,000  the  liability  of  each  of  the  following  named  per- 
sons:   *    *     * 

"It  is  further  ordered  and  decreed  that  said  sum  of  $30,- 
000  shall  be  paid  to  the  receiver  within  twenty  days  from 
the  date  of  this  decree  and  on  a  failure  to  pay  the  same 
within  twenty  days,  this  decree  shall  stand  vacated  with- 
out further  order  of  the  court. 

"It  is  further  ordered  that  on  the  payment  of  said  $30,- 
000  to  said  receiver,  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  execute  to  each  of  the  above  named  estates  and  persons 
a  release  and  acquittance  in  full  of  all  liability  to  the 
Lincoln  Savings  Bank  &  Safe  Deposit  Company  and  to  its 
receiver,  [and]  the  said  John  E.  Hill,  is  directed  to  dismiss 
the  above  named  suit  in  which  he  is  plaintiff  as  to  the 
foregoing  named  persons  except  where  judgments  have 
been  entered,  but  shall  continue  the  same  as  to  all  persons 
not  named  or  included  in  this  decree. 

"In  those  cases  where  judgment  has  been  entered 
against  any  of  the  above  named  persons,  the  receiver  is  di- 
rected to  release  and  satisfy  the  same  of  record.  In  the 
event  the  receiver  ascertained  that,  any  of  the  above  named 
persons  have  not  contributed  to  the  said  fund  of  $30,000 
offered  to  be  paid  by  the  above  named  stockholders  or  the 
committee  making  tlie  proposition  in  their  behalf,  the  re- 
ceiver is  directed  not  to  deliver  to  such  persons  a  relentx1 
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or  acquittance  of  his  liability  until  the'  further  order  of 
the  court." 

From  said  order  the  interveners  appeal  to  this  court. 
Complaint  is  made  of  this  order,  on  the  ground,  as  stated 
in  appellants'  brief,  "It  authorized  the  compromise  of  a 
suit  against  persons  where  neither  the  recovery  of  a  judg- 
ment nor  a  collection  thereof  was  doubtful." 

That  a  receiver,  acting  under  an  order  of  the  court, 
may  compromise  a  suit  where  the  recovery  or  the  collec- 
tion of  a  judgment  is  doubtful,  compound  bad  or  doubtful 
debts  and,  upon  a  new  and  sufficient  consideration,  re- 
lease debts  which  are  neither  bad  nor  doubtful,  are  famil- 
iar rules  which  will  be  readily  recognized  without  the 
citation  of  authorities.  That  the  order  included  some 
debts  that  were  neither  bad  nor  doubtful,  for  present  pur- 
poses, may  be  regarded  as  established.  That  to  authorize 
the  release  of  such  claims  for  less  than  the  amount  actually 
due  thereon,  except  on  a  new  and  sufficient  consideration, 
would  be  an  abuse  of  discretion,  will  be  conceded.  But  it 
must  be  kept  in  miud  that  the  propositioa  for  the  com- 
promise was  the  joint  offer  of  a  number  of  debtors.  As  to 
the  charucter  of  the  debts  included  in  such  offer,  the  evi- 
dence would  sustain  a  finding  that  some  were  good  and 
collectible,  some  doubtful  and  some  wholly  bad.  As  to  the 
amount  of  those  unquestionably  good,  there  is  some  con- 
flict in  the  evidence;  but  from  the  nature  of  the  evidence, 
the  court  would  be  warranted  in  finding  that  it  was 
less  than  the  amount  actually  received  by  the  terms  of 
the  compromise.  Indulging,  then,  as  we  must,  all  legiti- 
mate presumptions  in  favor  of  the  order  of  the  trial  court, 
it  appears  that  by  accepting  the  proposition  the  receiver 
collected  the  good  debts  in  full  and  realized  something,  at 
least,  to  apply  on  those  that  were  bad  and  doubtful,  and, 
as  to  those  included  in  the  compromise,  ended  what  prom- 
ised to  be  expensive  aud  vexatious  litigation  for  all  parties. 
By  the  offer  of  compromise  a  new  consideration  moved 
from  each  of  the  debtors  joining  therein;  upon  its  accept- 
ance, each  became  bound  by  a  new  contractual  obligation, 
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whereby  he  became  liable  to  the  extent  of  such  offer  for 
the  debts  of  all  the  others.  Hence  no  one  of  the  debts 
included  therein  can  be  said  to  have  been  released  for  leas 
than  the  amount  actually  due  thereon  and  without  a  new 
consideration.  The  sufficiency  of  such  new  consideration 
was  submitted  to  the  trial  court  on  the  evidence  and  the 
record  in  the  case.  We  have  examined  the  evidence,  and 
are  satisfied  that,  in  view  of  all  the  facts,  there  was  no 
abuse  of  discretion  in  directing  the  acceptance  of  the  offer 
of  compromise.  Other  complaints  are  urged,  but  we  think 
they  are  fully  disposed  of  in  the  foregoing. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  order  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 


Joseph  Patterson  v.  The  State  of  Nebraska,  ex  eel. 
d.  s.  dusenbbby. 

Fnxo  Aran.  2,  1902.    No.  12,241. 

Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Kandamus:  Against  "Advertising"  Fund:  Allegation  of  Mo.net  in 
Fund.  When  an  application  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  and  the 
alternative  writ  to  require  the  chairman  of  the  county  commis 
sioners  to  alien  a  warrant  drawn  against  an  "advertising"  fund 
contain  no  allegation  of  money  in  the  treasury  or  tax  levied,  or  ap- 
propriation, for  auch  fund,  they  state  no  cause  of  action. 

Error  from  the  district    court    for    Nuckolls    county. 
Tried  below'before  Btubbs,  J.    Reversed. 

T.  W.  Golc  and  S.  W.  Christy,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

H.  S.  Hauck,  contra. 


The  relator  brought  this  action  in  the  district  court  for 
Nuckolls  county  against  the  respondent  to  compel  him,  as 
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chairman  of  the  hoard  of  county  commissioners,  to  sign 
two  certain  warrants  drawn  in  favor  of  the  relator  by 
order  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  A  peremp- 
tory writ  of  mandamus  was  allowed  by  the  district  court, 
to  review  which  the  respondent  has  Drought  the  case  to 
this  court  by  proceedings  in  error. 

The  record  shows  that  relator  filed  with  the  county 
commissioners  of  Nuckolls  county  two  claims  for  publish- 
ing the  delinquent  tax  list.  One  of  the  claims  was  for  a 
balance  of  $23.24  for  publishing  the  delinquent  tax  list 
in  October,  1899,  and  one  for  |S;{  for  publishing  the  de- 
linquent tax  list  in  October,  1900.  These  claims  were  duly 
allowed  by  the  hoard  of  county  commissioners,  the  re- 
spondent, who  was  chairman  of  the  hoard,  voting  against 
the  allowance,  and  the  county  clerk  was  ordered  by  the 
board  to  draw  warrants  of  the  county  on  the  "advertising 
fund"  in  payment  of  the  respective  claims.  Pursuant  to 
this  direction  the  county  clerk  drew  two  warrants  in  favor 
of  the  relator  for  the  respective  amounts  of  the  claims,  but 
the  respondent,  as  chairman  of^he  board,  refused  to  sign 
them. 

One  of  the  errors  alleged  in  this  judgment  awarding  a 
writ  of  mandamus  is  that  relator's  allegations  are  insuffi- 
cient, in  that  they  do  not  show  that  relator's  claims  were 
legal  obligations  of  the  county.  To  this  it  is  a  sufficient 
answer  to  say  that  the  claim  is  alleged  to  have  been  duly 
allowed  by  the  county  board,  and  such  allowance  would, 
prima  facie,  settle  their  justness.  It  is  urged  that  the 
allegations  do  not  set  forth  the  existence  of  any  money  in 
the  fund  to  be  drawn  xgainst.  A  careful  examination  of 
the  record  as  bearing  upon  the  question  of  this  objection 
shows  that  neither  in  the  alternative  writ,  nor  in  the  affi- 
davit upon  which  it  was  issued,  is  there  any  allegation  of 
there  being  any  money  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit  of  any 
"advertising  fund."  There  is  uo  allegation  of  any  levy 
for  such  a  fund,  and  no  snch  levy  is  authorized  by  lav. 
The  allegations  are  that  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  draw, 
and  did  draw,  said  warrants    against    the  "advertising 
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fund."  We  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  holding  that 
the  county  hoard  could  not  create  by  proper  appropria- 
I  ion  a  fund  to  be  used  for  publishing  the  tax  lists  and  that 
for  its  own  convenience  it  might  not  term  such  fund  "ad- 
vertising fund."  What  we  hold  is,  there  is  no  such  fund 
known  to  the  law  as  an  "advertising  fund,"  and  no  allega- 
tions appear  anywhere  that  such  a  fund  was  created. 
Such  a  fund,  if  existing,  would  naturally  be  derived  from 
payments  to  redeem  from  tax  sales,  or  in  payment  of  tax 
sale  purchases.  If  it  was  in  the  treasury,  it  could,  no 
doubt,  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  claims  like  re- 
lator's. If  the  money  was  not  in  the  hands  of  the  treas- 
urer, no  warrant  could  be  legally  drawn  against  it. 

Section  34,  article  1,  chapter  18,  of  the  Compiled  Stat- 
utes provides  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  county  board 
to  issue  auy  warrants  exceeding  the  aggregate  of  eighty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  amount  levied  by  tax  for  the  current 
year,  except  there  be  money  in  the  treasury  to  the  credit 
of  the  proper  fund  for  the  payment  of  the  same.  There 
was  some  proof  tending  to  show  that  the  treasurer  had  in 
his  hands  money  sufficient  to  pay  these  warrants,  which 
was  credited  on  his  books  to  the  "advertisipg  fund."  To 
warrant  the  introduction  of  proof  of  there  being  such  a 
fund  as  an  "advertising  fund,"  or  that  the  money  was  in 
the  treasury,  suitable  allegations  of  the  facts  must  be 
alleged;  but,  as  above  indicated,  no  such  allegations  are 
made.  An  objection  to  all  evideuce  because  of  insuffi- 
ciency of  relator's  allegations,  and  also  a  specific  objection 
to  proof  of  the  existence  and  amount  of  an  "advertising 
fund*'  in  the  county  treasury,  as  immaterial,  irrelevant 
and  incompetent,  was  overruled.  This  action  of  the  trial 
court  seems  to  us  erroneous,  as  overlooking  the  fact  that 
there  were  no  allegations  on  which  to  base  such  testimony. 

The  form  of  the  warrants  is  also  objectionable,  but  re- 
spondent did  not  base  his  refusal  to  sign  them  specially 
upon  that  ground.  In  this  court,  however,  this  point  is 
argued. 

Section  35  of  article  1,  chapter  18,  Compiled  Statutes, 
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provides  that  "Each  warrant  shall  specify  the  amount 
levied  and  appropriated  to  the  fund  upon  which  it  is 
drawn,  and  the  amount  already  expended  of  such  sum." 
The  warrants  as  drawn  by  the  clerk  were  alike  in  form, 
one  of  which  we  set  out  as  follows: 

"Amount  levied,  . 

"Amount  issued,     |83. 
"State  of  Nebraska,  Nuckolls  County. 
"Treasurer  of  said  County  : 

"Pay  to  D.  8.  Dusenbery,  or  order,  eighty-three  dollars, 
and  charge  to  account  of  advertising  fund. " 


"Chairman  Comity  Commissioners. 
"James  A.  Hedgcock, 

"Counti/  Clerk." 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  their  is  nothing  on  the  face  of  the 
warrant  indicating  the  amount  levied  or  appropriated  to 
the  fund  upon  which  it  was  drawn,  and  in  this  respect  fails 
to  comply  with  the  phi  in  requirements  of  the  statute, 
From  what  has  been  said  it  follows  that  the  district  court 
erred  in  rendering  judgment  for  the  relator. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  lie  reversed, 
and  the  cause  remanded  to  the  district  court  for  further 
proceedings. 
Hastings  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


The  State  of  Nebraska,  ex  rel.  The  Chadron  Loan  & 
Building  Association,  relator,  v.  Wm,  H.  Wehtovrh. 
Judge  of  the  District  Coukt  of  Dawes  County, 
respondent. 

Filed  April  2,  1902.     No.  12,631. 

if  Ait  itO> 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

L  Mandamus:  Review  as  Adequate  Remedy  at  Law:  Statutes.  An 
ultimate  right  of  review  by  error  or  appeal  is  a  plain  and  adequate 
remedy  within  the  purview  of  section  646,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 
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2.  Mandumtuj-  To  Vacate  Obdeb.  Setting  Abide  Dicbbe:  Review  the 
Remedy.  As  an  order  setting  aside  a  decree  and  granting  a  new 
trial,  made  without  jurisdiction,  may  be  reviewed  on  error  or  ap- 
peal as  soon  as  It  results  In  a  new  decree,  a  writ  of  mandamus  will 
not  Issue  to  compel  vacation  of  such  order  and  reinstatement  of 
the  original  decree, 

Oeiginal  application  in  thia  court  for  a  writ  of  man- 
damns  to  compel  respondent  to  vacate  an  order  setting 
aside  a  decree  in  foreclosure.    Writ  denied. 

Albert  W.  Crites,  for  relator. 

Allen  &.  Fisher,  for  respondent. 

Pound,  O. 

This  is  an  application  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  com- 
manding the  respondent,  as  judge  of  the  district  court  for 
Dawes  county,  to  vacate  an  order  setting  aside  a  decree 
of  foreclosure  and  granting  a  new  trial,  and  to  reinstate 
said  decree.  The  case  is  very  like  Schuyler  Building  & 
Loan  Association  v.  Fulmer,  61  Neb.,  68,  84  N.  W.  Rep., 
609,  and,  as  it  is  presented  upon  the  relator's  showing  and 
the  return,  there  is  at  least  room  for  grave  doubt  as  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  court  to  set  aside  the  decree, 
But  we  think  we  ought  not  to  pass  upon  that  question  now, 
and  that  the  writ  ought  not  to  issue  in  such  a  case.  It  hi 
expressly  provided  by  statute  that  "this  writ  may  not  be 
issued  in  any  ease  where  there  is  a  plain  anil  adequate 
remedy  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  law."  Section  646, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  We  are  satisfied  that  an  ulti- 
mate right  of  appeal  is  a  plain  and  adequate  remedy, 
within  the  purview  of  that  section.  It  is  true  the  parties 
may  be  put  to  annoyance,  expense  and  delay  in  a  new  trial 
before  such  right  becomes  available.  But  the  acknowl- 
edged evils  of  interlocutory  appeals  have  required  that 
only  final  judgments  he  made  appealable.  The  remedy 
is  plain,  adequate  and  complete.  All  that  may  be  said  is 
that  it  is  not  speedy.  It  is  clear  that  such  remedy  exists 
in  the  case  at  bar  and  may  be  availed  of  as  soon  as  the 
63 
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order  in  question  results  in  a  new  decree.  Schuyler 
Building  &  Loan  Ax&oriation  v.  Fulmer,  supra;  Bigler  v. 
Baker,  40  Neb.,  325,  330.  Tins  court  has  said  heretofore 
that  no  proceeding  "has  been  so  much  abused  as  the  rem- 
edy by  mandiimus."  State  v.  Merrell,  43  Neb.,  575,  579. 
We  do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  employed  to  review  inter- 
locutory proceedings,  however  unauthorized  or  improper, 
which  may  be  corrected  ultimately  by  appeal  from  final 
decree,  except  in  cases  where  a  mandate  of  this  court  is 
disregarded,  and  interference  becomes  necessary  to  give  it 
effect. 

We  recommend  that  the  writ  be  denied. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Writ  denier. 


The  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Fred  E.  Bick- 

NELL  BT  AL, 
Filed  April  17.  1902.    No.  10,404. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Principal  and  Agent. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Dundy  county.  Tried 
below  before  Morris,  J.    Affirmed. 

Cobb  &  Harvey,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

P.  W.  Scott,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  in  all  essential  particulars 
identical  with  those  in  the  cases  of  The  Cheshire  Provident 
Institution  v.  (iibsim,  ante,  page  392,  89  N.  W.  Rep.,  243, 
and  of  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  V.  Feusner,  63  Neb., 
682,  88  N.  W.  Rep.,  849.  Under  the  authority  of  those  de- 
cisions it  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Albert  and  Ddffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Affikhid. 
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William  C.  Obe  et  al.,  appellees,  v.  The  City  of  Omaha 

ET   AL.,   APPELLANTS. 

Filed  Aran.  17,  1902.    No.  11,117. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Municipal  Corporations:    Street  Paving  With  akd  Without  Peti- 

tion: Cost.  The  act  of  18S7  Incorporating  metropolitan  cities  au- 
thorized any  such  city  to  pave  any  street,  alley  or  avenue  within 
Its  limits  either  with  or  without  a  petition  of  the  property  owners 
representing  a  majority  of  the  feet-frontage  abutting  on  ouch 
street,  alley  or  avenue;  but  without  such  petition  the  city  could 
not  make  the  cost  of  the  paving  a  charge  against  the  abutting 
property. 

2.  Estoppel:    Bt  Recital  ra  Deed:    Gbantee  AsauMiso  Illegal  Taxes. 

The  covenants  In  a  deed  against  Incumbrances  excepting  all  taxes 
and  assessments  and  concluding  with  "which  grantee  assumes  and 
agrees  to  pay,"  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  that  anything  on 
that  account  was  deducted  from  the  purchase  price,  will  not  estop 
the  grantee  from  defending  against  the  payment  of  illegal  and 
void  assessments.  Evidence  of  admissions  examined,  and  helA  not 
to  create  an  estoppel. 
S.  Municipal  Corporations:  Street  Pa  vino:  Curbing  Ann  Gottebinq: 
Cost.  Under  the  act  of  1887,  when  the  city  has  ordered  a  street 
paved,  it  may  curb  and  gutter  the  same  and  make  the  expense 
thereof  a  legal  charge  upon  the  abutting  real  estate. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Modified  and  affirmed. 

James  H.  Adams,  for  appellants. 

The  plaintiff,  Orr,  is  estopped  from  attacking  the  valid- 
ity of  the  taxes  complained  against,  for  the  reason  that  as 
grantee  of  the  property  he  assumed  and  agreed  to  pay 
"all  unpaid  taxes  and  assessments."  Skinner  v.  Reynick, 
10  Neb.,  323;  Bond  v.  Dolby,  17  Neb.,  491;  A'ocft  v.  Losch, 
31  Neb.,  625;  Horton  v.  Davis,  26  N.  Y.,  495;  Kruger  v. 
The  Adams  &  French  Harvester  Go.,  9  Neb.,  52fi ;  Vierguts 
v.  Aultman,  Miller  &  Co.,  46  Neb.,  141;  Nye  v.  Fahren- 
holz,  49  Neb.,  276;  Norfolk  State  Bank  v.  Schicenk,  51 
Neb.,  146;  Farmers  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  v.  Hchtcenk,  54 
Neb.,  657;  Arlington  Mill  £  Elevator  Co.  v.  Yates,  57 
Neb,,  286.  a  I 
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Constantine  J.  Smyth,  contra. 

The  plaintiff,  Orr,  was  not  bo  estopped,  because  (1)  a 
general  recital  is  no  estoppel:  Hall  v.  Benner,  1  Penrose 
&  Watts  (Pa.),  402,  21  Am.  Dec.,  394-399.  (2)  He  is  not 
estopped  from  denying  the  validity  of  the  tax  even  if  he 
agreed  to  pay  this  particular  tax,  but  was  ignorant  of  his 
rights  with  respect  to  it :  Neto  Orleans  v.  United  States, 
10  Pet  [U.  S.],  at  page  734;  Bybee  v.  Oregon  rf  C.  R.  Co., 
139  U.  S.,  663 ;  Goodman  v.  Randall,  44  Conn.,  321 ;  Hart- 
suff  v.  Hail,  58  Neb.,  417;  Grant  v.  Bartholomew,  58  Neb., 
839;  Scott  v.  Society  of  R.  L,  59  Neb.,  571;  Batty  v.  City 
of  Hastings,  63  Neb.,  26. 

Barnes,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  the  district  court  for 
Douglas  county  declaring  certain  paving  taxes  and  taxes 
for  curbing  and  guttering  the  street  so  paved  null  and 
void,  and  ordering  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Omaha, 
and  his  successors  in  office,  to  cancel  the  same  of  record. 
Appellants  contend  that  the  decree  should  be  modified. 
They  do  not  contend  that  the  tax  in  question  levied  to  pay 
for  paving  is  a  valid  tax.  They,  however,  contend  that  the 
tax  levied  and  assessed  upon  the  abutting  property  be- 
longing to  appellees  to  pay  for  curbing  and  guttering  the 
street  which  had  theretofore  been  ordered  paved  is  valid, 
and  that  the  decree  should  be  so  modified  as  to  permit  the 
city  to  proceed  with  the  collection  of  the  same.  It  appears 
from  the  record  and  evidence  that  the  paving  district  in 
question  was  created  April  11,  1889,  and  afterwards  a 
petition  was  presented  to  the  mayor  and  city  council,  by 
what  was  then  supposed  to  be  the  owners  representing  a 
majority  of  the  feet-frontage  on  the  street  embraced  in 
said  district,  praying  that  the  street  be  ordered  paved. 
Thereupon  the  city  council  duly  made  such  order  and 
gave  notice  to  the  property  owners  to  determine  the  kind 
of  paving  material  which  they  desired  to  have  used  in 
carrying  out  the  improvement.    The  owners,  in  due  time, 
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designated  that  they  desired  the  atreet  paved  with  Colo- 
rado sandstone  on  a  sand  foundation.  The  city  there- 
upon complied  with  the  request  of  the  property  owners, 
and  the  street  was  ao  paved.  It  further  appeared  that 
the  city  council  ordered  the  street,  within  the  said  paving 
district,  to  be  properly  and  suitably  curbed  and  guttered, 
which  was  done,  and  the  cost  of  the  same  determined  and 
apportioned  among  the  several  property  owners ;  and  that 
thereupon  a  tax  was  levied  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 
The  city,  the  appellant  herein,  now  concedes  that  the 
petition  asking  for  the  pavement  of  the  street  was  not 
signed  by  the  property  owners  representing  a  majority  of 
the  feet-frontage  abutting  upon  that  portion  of  the  street 
so  paved.  The  questions  involved  herein  require  an  ex- 
amination and  construction  of  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  legislature  of  1887  "incorporating  metro- 
politan cities,  and  defining,  regulating,  and  prescribing 
their  dutieB,  powers  and  government"  This  act  was  the 
city  charter  of  the  city  of  Omaha  at  the  time  the  proceed- 
ings complained  of  in  this  action  were  had.  It  is  pro- 
vided in  section  69  of  said  act  as  follows:  "The  mayor 
and  council  shall  have  power  to  open,  extend,. widen,  nar- 
row, grade,  curb  and  gutter,  park,  beautify,  or  other\vine 
improve  and  keep  in  good  repair,  or  cause  the  same  to  be 
done  in  any  manner  they  may  deem  proper,  any  street, 
avenue,  or  alley  within  the  limits  of  the  city;  and  may 
grade  partially,  or  to  the  established  grade,  or  park,  or 
otherwise  improve  any  width  or  part  of  any  such  street, 
avenue,  or  alley,  and  may  also  construct  and  repair,  or 
cause  and  compel  the  construction  and  repair  of  sidewalks 
in  such  city,  of  such  material  and  in  such  manner  as  they 
may  deem  proper  and  ne.csary;  and  to  defray  the  cost 
and  expense  of  such  improvements,  or  any  of  them,  the 
mayor  and  council  of  such  city  shall  have  power  and  au- 
thority to  levy  and  collect  special  taxes  and  assessments 
upon  the  lota  and  pieces  of  ground  adjacent  to  or  abut- 
ting upon  the  street,  avenue,  alley,  or  sidewalk,  thus  in 
whole  or  in  part  opened,  widened,  curbed,  and  guttered, 
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graded,  parked,  extended,  constructed  or  otherwise  im- 
proved or  repaired  or  which  may  be  especially  benefited 
by  any  of  said  improvements."  It  is  farther  provided  in 
said  section  as  follows :  "The  mayor  and  council  of  any 
city  of  the  metropolitan  class  shall  have  power  to  pave, 
repave,  or  macadam  any  street  or  alley,  or  part  thereof  in 
the  city,  and  for  that  purpose  to  create  suitable  paving 
districts,  which  shall  be  consecutively  numbered,  such 
work  to  be  done  under  contract  and  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  board  of  public  works  of  the  city.  When- 
ever the  owners  of  lots  or  lands  abutting  upon  the  streets 
or  alleys  within  any  paving  district  representing  a  ma- 
jority of  the  feet  front  thereon  shall  petition  the  council 
to  pave,  repave,  or  macadam  such  streets  or  alleys,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  and  council  to  pave,  repave,  or 
macadam  the  same,  and  in  all  cases  of  paving,  repaving  or 
macadamizing  there  shall  be  used  such  material  as  such 
majority  of  the  owners  shall  determine  upon. 

"Provided,  the  council  shall  be  notified  in  writing  by 
said  owners  of  such  determination  within  thirty  days  next 
after  the  passage  and  approval  of  the  ordinance  ordering 
such  paving,  repaving,  or  macadamizing.  In  case  such 
owners  fail  to  designate  the  material  they  desire  used  in 
such  paving,  repaving,  or  macadamizing  in  the  manner 
and  within  the  time  above  provided  the  mayor  and  council 
shall  determine  the  material  to  be  used.  The  cost  of  paving, 
macadamizing,  or  repaving  the  streets  and  alleys  within  any 
paving  district,  except  the  intersections  of  streets  and  space 
opposite  alleys  within  such  district  shall  be  assessed  upon 
the  lots  and  lands  abutting  upon  the  streets  and  alleys  in 
such  district,  in  proportion  to  the  feet  front  so  abutting 
upon  the  streets  and  alleys."  It  is  further  provided  in  the 
said  section  as  follows:  "That  curbing  and  guttering 
shall  not  be  ordered  or  required  to  be  laid  on  any  street, 
avenue,  or  alley  not  ordered  to  be  paved,  except  on  the 
petition  of  a  majority  of  the  owners  of  the  property  abut- 
ting along  the  line  of  that  portion  of  the  street,  avenue, 
or  alley  to  be  curbed  and  guttered." 
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It  will  be  observed  that  this  act  grants  the  city  full 
power,  in  the  discretion  of  its  mayor  and  council,  to  pave, 
curb  and  gutter  any  street,  alley  or  avenue  within  its 
limits.  The  city  can  do  this  at  any  time  without  a  petition 
of  the  property  owners  therefor.  It  is  plain  that  if  no 
petition  is  presented  and  such  paving  is  ordered  without 
the  request  of  the  property  owners,  the  city  itself  must 
pay  for  the  expense  thereof.  The  property  owners  in  any 
paving  district  established  by  the  city  representing  a  ma- 
jority of  the  feet-frontage  abutting  upon  any  street  in 
such  paving  district  may  petition  the  city  council  for  the 
pavement  thereof.  When  Buch  petition  is  presented  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  mayor  and  city  council  to  at  once 
make  an  order  for  the  paving  of  such  street,  and  in  that 
event  the  expense  of  the  improvement  may  be  determined 
and  apportioned  among  the  property  owners  and  taxed  up 
to  the  property  abutting  on  the  street  so  paved.  In  this 
case,  it  being  conceded  that  such  a  petition  as  is  above 
described  was  not  presented  to  the  mayor  and  city  council, 
there  was  no  authority  to  charge  up  the  cost  of  the  im- 
provement to  the  property  owners  and  levy  assessments 
for  the  payment  of  the  same  upon  the  lots  abutting  upon 
the  street.  The  fact,  however,  that  no  such  petition  was 
presented  did  not  render  the  order  for  paving  the  street 
void;  the  lack  of  such  petition  simply  required  the  city 
itself  to  pay  the  cost  of  this  improvement.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  that  portion  of  the  decree  of  the  district 
court  in  which  it  declared  the  tax  for  paving  void  and 
no  charge  upon  the  property  of,  the  appellees  is  right  and 
should  be  affirmed. 

2.  The  city  contends,  however,  that  the  appellee,  Wm. 
C.  Orr,  by  the  terms  of  the  deed  to  his  premises,  assumed 
the  payment  of  the  paving  tax  in  question  herein,  and  is 
therefore  estopped  from  contesting  its  validity;  that  as 
to  him  the  decree  is  erroneous  and  should  be  reversed. 
The  language  of  the  deed,  or  the  covenant  in  the  deed,  by 
which  it  is  claimed  the  estoppel  arises,  is  as  follows:  "I 
hereby  covenant  with  the  said  Wm.  C.  Orr  that  the  Anglo- 
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American  Mortgage  &  Trust  Company  holds  said  premises 
by  a  good  and  perfect  title ;  that  I  have  good  right  and  law- 
ful authority  to  sell  and  convey  the  same;  that  they  are 
free  and  clear  of  all  liens  and  incumbrances  whatsoever 
except  a  mortgage  of  $5,000  by  Theron  C.  Weaver;  and  all 
unpaid  taxes  and  assessments  which  purchaser  assumes 
and  agrees  to  pay,  and  the  said  Anglo-American  Mortgage 
&  Trust  Company  agrees  to  warrant  and  defend  the  title 
against  the  claims  and  demands  of  all  persons  whomso- 
ever except  as  above."  It  'is  urged  by  the  city  that  this 
language  brings  Orr,  the  grantee,  within  the  rule  an- 
nounced in  several  cases  decided  by  this  court  where  it 
has  been  held  that  the  grantee  in  a  deed  who  has  deducted 
from  the  purchase  price  the  amount  of  prior  incum- 
brances, liens  or  assessments,  and  assumed  to  pay  the 
same  by  the  terms  of  his  deed,  is  estopped  from  defending 
against  such  payment.  The  evidence  in  this  case  does  not 
-  show  that  anything  was  ever  deducted  from  the  purchase 
price  of  the  property  on  account  of  the  assessments  in 
question.  Indeed,  so  far  as  the  evidence  shows  anything 
in  relation  to  the  matter,  it  would  seem  that  the  full  pur- 
chase price  was  paid  by  Orr  for  the  premises  described  in 
his  deed.  The  language  used,  and  above  quoted,  certainly 
does  not  prevent  Orr  from  defending  against  any  of  the 
assessments,  which  may  have  theretofore  been  levied  upon 
the  property  which  he  purchased,  which  are  illegal  and 
void.  Such  language  can  only  be  held  to  refer  to,  and 
require  the  payment  of,  legal  and  valid  assessments. 

It  is  further  contended  that  Orr  is  estopped  by  an  ad- 
mission made  by  him,  or  his  attorney,  upon  the  trial.  At 
the  close  of  the  evidence  Mr.  Scott,  who  appeared  for  the 
city,  made  the  following  statement :  "It  is  admitted  that 
the  witness,  Wm.  C.  Orr,  plaintiff,  if  present,  would  tes- 
tify that  at  the  time  he  bought  the  property  owned  by 
him  in  the  paving  district  in  question  and  assumed  the 
payment  of  the  special 'assessments  involved  in  this  ac- 
tion he  did  not  know  of  the  defects  in  the  matter  because 
of  the  absence  of  a  petition  for  the  paving  by  property 
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owners.  Is  that  satisfactory?  Mr.  Smyth:  Yes,  that  is 
all  right."  We  can  not  agree  with  counsel  for  the  city 
that  this  admission,  as  to  what  the  witness,  Orr,  who  is 
one  of  the  plaintiffs,  would  testify  to,  is  sufficient  to 
estop  him  from  asserting  his  right  to  have  the  illegal  and 
void  portion  of  the  assessments  upon  his  property  can- 
celed. This  at  most  is  only  the  statement  of  counsel,  and 
that  too  of  counsel  for  the  city,  as  to  what  the  witness,  if 
present  in  court,  would  testify  to.  Certainly  it  can  not  be 
contended  that  such  statement  contains  the  necessary  ele- 
ments to  constitute  an  estoppel.  We  hold,  therefore,  that 
he  is  not  estopped,  and  has  a  right  to  have  that  portion  of 
the  taxes  and  assessments,  to  wit,  the  tax  levied  to  pay 
for  the  paving,  which  is  practically  conceded  by  the  city 
to  be  void,  canceled  and  set  aside.  The  decree,  therefore, 
declaring  the  paving  tax  void  as  to  him,  is  right  and 
should  be  affirmed. 

3.  It  is  contended  by  the  city  that  so  much  of  the  as- 
sessments and  taxes  as  were  necessary  to  pay  for  the  curb- 
ing and  guttering  of  the  street  within  this  paving  distric. 
are  valid,  and  that  the  decree  should  be  so  modified  as  to 
allow  the  city  to  collect  the  same.  This  question  depends 
upon  the  construction  of  the  last  paragraph  of  the  act 
above  quoted.  Section  69  gives  full  power  to  the  mayor 
and  council  to  pave,  curb,  gutter  and  otherwise  improve 
any  street  within  the  city  either  with  or  without  a  petition 
therefor.  It  is  provided,  however,  that  curbing  and  gut- 
tering Bhall  not  be  ordered  or  required  to  be  laid  on  any 
street,  avenue  or  alley  not  ordered  to  be  paved  except  on 
a  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  owners  of  the  property 
abutting  along  the  line  of  that  portion  of  the  street,  alley 
or  avenue  to  be  curbed  and  guttered.1  It  is  clear  from  the 
reading  of  this  paragraph  that  when  a  street,  alley  or 
avenue  has  been  ordered  paved,  as  was  the  street  in  ques- 
tion, the  city  council  may  order  the  same  curbed  and 
guttered  without  any  petition  therefor.  There  is  no  re- 
straint upon  the  power  of  the  city  to  charge  the  expense 
thereof  to  abutting  property  owners.     No  condition  pre- 
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cedent,  such  as  the  presenting  of  a  petition  by  the  prop- 
erty owners,  is  required  before  the  city  can  exercise  its 
power  to  curb  and  gutter  a  street  theretofore  ordered  to 
be  paved. 

In  this  case  we  are  unable  to  determine  from  the  record 
whether  there  were  ever  any  assessments  made  upon  the 
abutting  property  for  curbing  and  guttering  the  street  in 
question.  So  far  as  the  evidence  and  this  record  shows 
there  was  but  one  assessment,  which  was  for  paving,  the 
collection  of  which,  we  hold,  was  properly  enjoined.  If 
there  ever  was  a  proper  and  separate  assessment  to  pay 
for  the  curbing  and  guttering  the  city  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed  to  collect  it. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  decree  herein  be 
modified  so  that  the  city  of  Omaha,  its  treasurer  and  his 
successors  in  office,  are  forever  restrained  and  enjoined 
from  collecting  the  paving  tax  described  and  set  forth  in 
the  plaintiff's  petition;  and  that  as  to  the  curbing  and 
guttering  tax,  if  any  such  has  been  assessed  or  levied, 
separate  and  apart  from  the  void  paving  tax  herein  en- 
joined, the  injunction  herein  be  dissolved  and  the  city 
allowed  to  proceed  to  the  collection  of  the  same;  that  the 
decree  of  the  district  court,  as  thus  modified,  be  affirmed. 


Pound,  C,  concurs. 


SO  MODIFIED  AND  AFFIRMED. 


Henry  P.  Stoddabt  v.  American  National  Bank  of 
Omaha. 

Filed  Aran.  17,  1802.    No.  11,181. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Bills  and  Notes:  Parties:  Intervention  by  Indorses:  Insolvency: 
Action  Against  Indorses.  An  Indorsee  of  notes  secured  by  mort- 
gage who  has  begun  a  suit  for  foreclosure  upon  them  without  mak- 
ing the  Indorser  a  party  and  who,  while  the  suit  Is  pending, 
transfers  the  notes  to  another  party  as  collateral  security,  at  the 
same  time  undertaking  to  complete  the  foreclosure,  and  Who  pro- 
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cures  the  dismissal  of  an   Intervention   by   the  first  Indorser.   fn 
doing  which  he  sets  up  the  tatter's  Insolvency,  can  not  complain, 
In  absence  of  any  effort  or  request  on  his  part  for  proceedings 
against  his  Indorser,  that  the  holder  of  the  collateral  brought  none. 

Erboe  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

Geo.  G.  Bowman,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Botcard  B.  Smith,  contrw. 

Hastings,  C. 

This  action  is  a  suit  upon  two  promissory  notes,  brought 
by  defendant  in  error,  plaintiff  below,  hereafter  called  the 
plaintiff.  Henry  P.  Stoddart,  defendant  below  and  plain- 
tiff in  error  here,  claimed  a  set-off  on  account  of  two  prom- 
issory notes  of  $1,333.33  given  by  one  Martin  Murphy  to 
Dennis  Cunningham,  Thomas  Brennan  and  Isaac  8.  Has- 
call,  dated  February  16,  1886,  and  due  in  two  and  three 
years  respectively  from  that  date.  Stoddart  alleged  that 
these  notes  were  indorsed  by  the  payees  and  had  been  duly 
protested  for  non-payment  and  notice  of  dishonor  given, 
and  that  the  payees  were  liable  as  indorsers  on  these  notes ; 
that  on  July  8, 1892,  they  were  turned  over  to  plaintiff  as 
collateral  security  for  the  payment  of  the  two  notes  sued 
on,  together  with  a  mortgage  deed  securing  their  payment ; 
that  on  April  18, 1892,  defendant  being  then  the  owner  of 
the  notes  and  the  mortgage  securing  them,  had  commenced 
a  foreclosure  upon  them ;  that  on  July  8,  1892,  the  plain- 
tin*  received  these  notes  and  mortgage  with  full  knowl- 
edge that  they  were  in  process  of  foreclosure,  and  ever 
thereafter  retained  the  absolute  possession  and  control  of 
them;  that  on  March  25,  1893,  plaintiff  intervened  in  the 
foreclosure  action,  setting  out  its  rights  and  asking  that 
from  the  proceeds  of  such  foreclosure  the  defendant's 
notes  to  it  be  paid,  and  on  June  30,  1893,  recovered  a  de- 
cree against  Murphy  for  the  amount  of  its  claim  and  a 
considerable  sum  in  addition;  that  the  indorsers  of  the 
Murphy  notes  were  solvent  at  all  times  from  July  8,  1892, 
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until  October  1,  1894,  and  about  that  time  became  in- 
solvent and  have  been  ever  since;  that  plaintiff  neglected 
and  refused,  during  the  time  from  July  8,  1892,  to  August 
1,  1894,  to  take  any  steps  to  collect  said  notes  from  the 
indorsers,  and  defendant's'  remedy  against  them  became 
destroyed  and  his  right  of  action  against  the  indorsers  on 
the  collateral  notes  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations, 
to  his  damage  in  the  sum  of  $2,000.  The  plaintiff  bank  de- 
nied that  the  notes  bad  been  protested  and  notice  given  of 
dishonor;  says  that  the  foreclosure  proceedings  on  the 
collateral  notes  had  been  commenced  by  defendant,  Stod- 
dart,  in  connection  with  William  E.  Healy  and  that  Stod- 
dart  was  substituted  March  13,  1893,  as  sole  plaintiff  by 
reason  of  subsequently  acquiring  the  sole  ownership  in 
the  meantime;  denies  that  it  had  the  control  of  the  notes 
except  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  foreclosure  ac- 
tion and  denies  the  allegations  as  to  the  solvency  of  the 
indorsers  and  their  becoming  insolvent  At  the  trial  the 
jury  was  instructed  that  there  was  due  plaintiff  bank  on 
its  notes  against  Stoddart  $1,704.04,  with  interest  on 
$1,600.30  of  it  at  eight  per  cent,  from  Jnne  26,  1894,  and 
interest  on  $103.74  of  it  at  seven  per  cent,  from  February 
27,  1893,  each  to  be  computed  to  October  3,  1898,  for  the 
amount  of  which  verdict  should  be  returned.  The  jury 
was  instructed  to  find  against  the  defendant  on  his  coun- 
ter-claim. A  verdict  was  rendered  for  $2,288.  Motion  for 
new  trial  on  the  ground  that  the  court  erred  in  giving  the 
instruction,  and  for  errors  of  law  occurring  at  the  trial, 
and  because  the  verdict  was  not  sustained  by  sufficient 
evidence,  was  overruled  and  judgment  entered. 

The  only  error  now  urged  by  defendant  is  that  the  trial 
court  was  wrong  in  instructing  the  jury  to  find  against  the 
defendant,  Stoddart,  as  to  his  counter-claim.  The  bank 
has  filed  no  brief. 

Stoddart  and  Healy  about  the  middle  of  March,  1892, 
obtained  the  notes  from  D.  Cunningham.  Stoddart  testi- 
fies that  at  that  time  Cunningham  indorsed  one  of  the 
notes  and  that  they  were- presented  at  one?  to  Murphy,  who 
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refused  to  pa;  them;  that  on  the  next  day  demand  was 
made  from  Murphy  for  payment  and  refused  and  Gunning- 
ham  at  once  informed.  The  latter  replied  that  the  notes 
were  amply  secured  by  real  estate  mortgage  and  was  then 
told  that  the  mortgage  security  would  be  exhausted,  but 
he  would  be  looked  to  for  payment  of  any  deficiency.  This 
evidence  was  introduced  over  plaintiff's  objection  and 
does  not  seem  to  correspond  to  defendant's  allegations. 
The  latter  were  that  the  Murphy  notes  bad  been  duly  pro- 
tested for  non-payment  and  all  the  indorsers  given  notice 
of  dishonor,  and  they  had  so  become  liable  for  the  payment 
of  the  notes.  The  proof  was,  as  above  indicated,  of  a  sale 
and  indorsement  after  maturity  by  Cunningham  alone  and 
notice  to  him  of  a  sabsequent  refusal  to  pay.  The  notes 
were  secured  by  ten  acres  of  land ;  the  value  of  the  security 
at  the  time  that  the  collateral  notes  were  transferred  to 
the  bank  was  estimated  by  the  parties  at  f  1,000.  The  de- 
fendant, Stoddart,  at  that  time  was  personally  in  charge, 
by  his  own  statement,  of  the  foreclosure  proceedings  and 
undertook  to  continue  them ;  he  states  that  he  remained  in 
control  of  the  foreclosure  proceedings  until  March,  1893, 
when  the  attorney  for  the  bank  commenced  an  interven- 
tion and  from  that  time  took  charge  of  the  bank's  interest 
in  the  case.  There  is  evidence  that  Cunningham  in  July, 
1894,  owed  about  $40,000  and  had  about  $ 75,000  worth  of 
property.  There  is  evidence  tending  to  show  that  Mc- 
Cague,  the  president  of  the  bank,  was  told  that  payment 
of  notes  had  been  demanded  of  Murphy  and  Cunningham 
notified  of  the  fact  that  Murphy  had  refused  payment. 
Stoddart  subsequently  testified  that  he  had  no  recollection 
of  making  any  demand  upon  Cunningham  for  payment; 
he  says  that  he  told  Mr.  Cunningham  that  he  and  Mr. 
Healy  had  called  at  Mr.  Murphy's  house  the  evening  be- 
fore and  asked  the  latter  to  pay  the  notes;  that  Murphy 
refused  to  pay  them  and  said  that  be  would  pay  them  to 
Cunningham,  but  not  to  Stoddart  and  Healy,  and  Cun- 
ningham was  then  told  that  he  would  be  looked  to  for  pay- 
ment of  the  notes;  that  Stoddart  and  Healy  then  com- 
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menced  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  and  did  not  make  Mr. 
Cunningham  a  defendant.  Stoddart  and  Healy  were  at- 
torneys for  Cunningham  at  the  time  and  continued  to 
represent  him  in  different  matters  until  January  1,  1893. 
In  1893,  Mr.  Stoddart  appears  to  have  been  acting  as  at- 
torney for  Mrs.  Cunningham.  It  appears  that  the  defend- 
ant, Stoddart,  in  following  up  the  foreclosure  action,  be- 
gun by  himself  against  Murphy,  asked  on  June  12,  1893, 
for  leave  to  amend  his  answer  to  the  petition  of  interven- 
tion  filed  by  Cunningham,  and  alleged  that  the  latter  was 
at  the  time  of  filing  the  petition  for  intervention  and  ever 
since  had  been  and  then  was  insolvent,  and  swore  to  his 
belief  of  the  truth  of  such  statements.  Cunningham's  in- 
tervening petition  alleged  that  Stoddart  and  Healy's  own- 
ership of  the  notes  was  simply  as  collateral  security  for 
the  payment  of  four  notes  of  |250  each  and  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  $400  advanced  to  him,  and  asked  that 
when  the  mortgage  was  foreclosed  the  whole  amount  of 
the  mortgage  above  the  sum  of  $1,400  be  paid  to  him, 
Cunningham.  July  20,  1895,  judgment  for  $1,450.30  de- 
ficiency was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  bank  against 
Martin  T.  Murphy  on  account  of  these  collateral  notes  in 
the  foreclosure  action. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  only  question  involved  in  this 
case  is  whether  or  not  the  defendant  Stoddart  had  pre- 
sented any  proof  sufficient  to  go  to  the  jury  of  his  set-off 
because  of  the  failure  on  the  part  of  the  bank  to  collect 
from  Cunningham.  His  claim  consisted  in  the  fact  that 
on  July  18,  1892,  he  had  turned  over  to  the  bank  two  notes 
which  were  already,  respectively,  three  and  four  years 
past  due,  on  which  he,  himself,  had  commenced  a  foreclos- 
ure action  without  making  any  indorser  a  party,  which 
action  he  continued  to  control  for  nine  months  thereafter 
without  making  the  one  indorser,  as  to  whom  he  offered 
proof  of  notice  of  dishonor,  a  party,  who  had  finally  at- 
tempted to  intervene  and  was  prevented  by  the  action  of 
defendant,  Stoddart,  himself,  from  so  doing,  and  in  which 
action  a  deficiency  judgment  in  favor  of  the  bank  was 
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finally  entered.  The  evidence  clearly  discloses  that  litiga- 
tion was  carried  on  in  the  foreclosure  action  between  Cun- 
ningham and  Stoddart  as  to  the  latter's  right  to  these 
notes  and  that  Cunningham  was  finally  dismissed  out  of 
'  that  action  at  Stoddart's  instance  after  he  had  gotten  into 
it  at  his  own. 

The  only  proof  tending  to  establish  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff  bank  is  Stoddart's  own  testimony  that 
he  informed  the  bank's  president  that  he  had  given  notice 
to  Cunningham  immediately  after  demanding  payment  of 
Murphy  that  such  payment  was  refused.  The  evidence 
discloses  that  in  the  litigation  over  the  mortgage  Stoddart 
was  setting  up  that  Cunningham  was  already  insolvent  in 
March,  1893,  when  the  bank  took  out  of  Stoddart's  hands 
the  management  of  its  interest  in  the  controversy  with 
Murphy  and  Cunningham  over  this  mortgage. 

It  seems  impossible,  under  the  circumstances,  to  hold 
the  bank  responsible  for  any  escape  of  Cunningham  from 
liability  for  the  deficiency  judgment.  It  was  entitled  to 
know  all  of  the  facts  relied  upon  to  establish  Cunning- 
ham's liability.  It  was  surely  not  called  upon  to  change 
the  action  begun  by  Stoddart,  except  on  his  demand.  It 
would  seem,  also,  that  the  bank  was  entitled  to  rely  upon 
Stoddart's  sworn  statement  made  in  that  litigation  that 
Cunningham  was  insolvent.  It  does  not  seem  that  Mr. 
Stoddart  in  the  present  action  was  entitled,  on  the  evi- 
dence adduced,  to  urge  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  in  not  pursuing  Cunningham.  It  follows  that  the 
court's  instruction  to  find  against  him  was  right. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  trial  conrt 
be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kiekpateick,  CO.,  concur. 
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The  Chicago,  Bock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company 
v.  The  Western  Hay  &  Ghain  Company.  . 

Filed  Aran,  17,  1902.    No.  11,250. 

Com  miss  loner"  a  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Bailroad*:  Shipment  Oveb  Otheb  Lures:  Limiting  Liability  bt  Cok- 
tuct.  When  a  railway  company  receives  goods  [or  shipment  to 
a  point  beyond  the  terminus  of,  or  at  a  distance  from,  lbs  own 
line,  so  that  tor  a  part  of  the  distance  they  will  require  to  be  tram- 
ported  over  the  lines  of  other  carriers,  and  collects  the  entire 
charge  for  transportation.  It  will  be  held  to  have  assumed  respon- 
sibility for  safe  carriage  over  every  part  of  the  route,  and  the 
liability  so  Incurred  can  not  be  evaded  or  limited  even  by  express 
contract    Bt.  Joseph  A  Q.  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Palmer,  38  Neb.,  4(3. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Kbysor,  J.    Affirmed. 

M.  A.  Low  and  W.  F.  Evans,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

In  an  interstate  shipment  the  rights  and  liabilities  of 
the  parties  must  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  congress  and 
the  decisions  of  the  federal  courts.  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  P.  R. 
Co.  v.  Illinois,  118  U.  S.,  557.  Bach  liabilities  are  dis- 
rharged  by  one  carrier  upon  delivery  of  the  goods  to  an- 
other. Pratt  v.  Railway  Co.,  95  U.  8.,  43 ;  The  Ogdens- 
bivrg  d  L.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt,  22  Wall.  [U.  8.],  123;  Sum- 
ner v.  Walker,  30  Fed.  Rep.,  261. 

A  station  agent  has  no  authority  to  bind  his  company 
for  the  transportation  of  freight  of  any  kind  beyond  the 
end  of  the  line  of  his  company.  Qrover  &  Baker  Sctcing 
Machine  Co.  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.,  70  Mo.,  672;  Orr  v. 
Chicago  &  A.  R.  Co.,  21  Mo.  App.,  333 ;  Turner  v.  St.  Louis 
&  S.  F.  R.  Co.,  20  Mo.  App.,  632;  Hoffman  v.  Cumberland 
V.  R.  Co.,  37  AtL  Rep.  [Md.],  214;  Coates  v.  Chicago,  M. 
&  St.  P.  R.  Co.,  65  N.  W.  Rep.  [S.  Dak.],  1067. 

Clair  rf  Cowles,  contra. 

A  statute  defining  the  obligation  of  carriers  where  goods 
are  shipped  to  points  beyond  the  terminus  of  the  carrier's 
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line  is  not  a  regulation  of  interstate  commerce,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution.  Richmond  &  A.  R.  Co.  v. 
Patterson  Tobacco  Co.,  169  U.  S.,  311;  Chicago,  M.  £  tit. 
P.  R.  Co.  v.  Solan,  169  U.  S.,  133;  Western  Union  Tele- 
graph Go.  v.  Beats,  56  Neb.,  415;  Smith  v.  Alabama,  124 
U.  S.,  465;  Sherlock  v.  Ailing,  93  U.  8.,  99. 

Any  attempt  to  limit  the  liability  of  a  common  carrier 
under  a  thorough  contract  of  shipment  is  invalid.  Ecklcs 
v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.,  72  Mo.  App.,  296;  St.  Joseph  &  G. 
I.  R.  Co.  v.  Palmer,  38  Neb.,  463;  Constitution  of  Ne- 
braska, article  xi,  section  4;  Compiled  Statutes  of  Ne- 
braska, 1899,  chapter  16,  section  111;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R. 
Co.  v.  Gardiner,  51  Neb.,  70 ;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Marston, 
30  Neb.,  241;  Atchison  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Washburn,  5  Neb., 
117;  McDaniel  v.  Chicago  <&  N.  W.  R.  Co.,  24  la.,  417; 
The  Ogdctuhurg  &  h.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt,  22  Wall.  [U.  8.], 
123;  Michigan  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Myrick,  107  U.  8.,  102. 

Ames,  C. 

The  plaintiff  in  error,  a  railroad  company,  received 
from  the  defendant  in  error  at  Walnut,  Iowa,  a  quantity 
of  merchandise  which  it  undertook,  by  its  shipping  con- 
tract or  bill  of  lading,  "to  transport  over  the  line  of  this 
railroad  to  Western  Hay  &  drain  Company,  Fair  Grounds, 
Omaha,  Nebraska."  But  it  was  further  recited  in  the 
paper  that  the  property  was  to  be  delivered 'in  good  order 
to  the  next  carrier  if  the  same  was  to  be  forwarded  beyond 
the  line  of  the  company's  road  to  Ik'  carried  to  place  of 
destination,  "it  being  expressly  agreed  that  (he  res]Hm»i- 
bility  of  this  company  shall  cease  at  this  company's  depot 
at  which  the  same  are  to  be  delivered  to  such  earner." 
And  there  were  other  stipulations  in  the  document  to  like 
effect,  but  the  company  received  the  entire  amount  of 
freight  charges  from  the  place  of  shipment  to  the  point  of 
destination,  which  involved  carriage  over  the  Union  Pacific 
and  Missouri  Pacific  lines.  The  plaintiff  in  error  delivered 
the  goods  in  due  season  and  in  good  order  to  its  connect- 
ing carrier  the  Union  Pacific  Company,  at  Omaha,  Ne- 
54 
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braska,  after  which  they  wore  lost  or  delayed,  to  the  dam- 
age of  the  defendant,  for  which  he  sued  and  recovered  a 
judgment,  which  it  is  sought  to  have  reversed  by  this  pro- 
ceeding in  error. 

The  only  question  in  controversy  is  the  construction  of 
.the  foregoing  contract.  That  is,  whether  the  plaintiff  in 
error  is  responsible  for  damages  incurred  after  the  goods 
left  its  own  line  and  without  fault  on  its  own  part.  The 
receipt  or  bill  of  lading  was  not  signed  by  the  shipper  or 
his  consignee,  and  the  above-mentioned  stipulations  are 
not  shown  to  have  been  brought  especially  to  the  atten- 
tion of  either,  nor  is  any  particular  carrier  named  to  whom 
the  goods  were  to  be  delivered  by  the  plaintiff  in  error 
at  Omaha.  If  the  question  were  an  open  one  in  this  state, 
the  writer  would  find  some  difficulty  in  sustaining  the 
judgment,  but  it  appears  to  have  been  foreclosed  by  the 
decision  of  this  court  in  St.  Joxeph  &  (?.  /.  R.  Co.  v.  Palmer, 
38  Neb.,  4«3,  472.  In  that  case  it  was  held  that  a  contract 
substantially  like  that  under  discussion  was  a  contract  to 
deliver  goods,  not  to  a  connecting  carrier  but  at  destina- 
tion, and  that  such  a  contract  carried  with  it  the  common- 
law  liability  of  a  common  carrier  over  the  whole  distance 
of  transportation,  and  that  such  liability  can  not  be  lim- 
ited even  by  the  terms  of  an  express  contract.  Discussing 
this  proposition  the  opinion  says: 

"Irrespective",  then,  of  the  question  as  to  whether  there 
was  an  oral  contract,  or  whether  such  oral  contract  or  the 
bill  of  lading  constituted  the  final  arrangement  between 
the  parties,  the  law  of  this  state  is  settled  that  a  common 
carrier  can  not,  even  by  the  terms  of  an  express  contract, 
relieve  itself  of  its  common-law  liability. 

"It  is  said  that  at  common  law  the  common  farrier  is 
not  liable  for  loss,  in  the  absence  of  special  contract,  be- 
yond the  point  at  which  it  delivered  the  goods  to  a  con- 
necting carrier.  To  this  it  should  be  added  that  the  con- 
tract of  the  shipper  was  with  the  carrier  first  receiving  the 
goods,  and  if  such  carrier  undertook  to  deliver  the  goods 
at  their  destination,  even  though  it  contemplated  doing 
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so  through  intermediate  carriers,  it  assumed  a  liability  of 
such  character  for  every  part  of  the  route." 

The  decision  referred  to  is  not  without  support  by  judi- 
cial authorities  elsewhere,  but  inasmuch  as  the  point  has 
been  definitely  decided  by  this  court  it  is  not  deemed  re- 
quisite to  review  or  cite  them. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  be  affirmed. 

Dtjffib  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 


Omaha  Loan  &  Teust  Company,  appellee,  v.  Obtnda  E. 

MCCUMBEB,  APPBI.LA.NT,  ET  AL, 
Filto  April  17,  1902.    No.  11,307. 
Commissloner'e  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Judicial  Sals. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.    Affirmed. 

F.  A.  Brogan,  for  appellant. 

L.  B.  Kent,  contra. 

Ames,  0.  l 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  confirmation  of  a 
judicial  sale  of  real  property.  No  complaint  is  made  by 
appellant  except  that  in  her  opinion  the  property  sold  too 
low.  It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  authorities  to  the  effect  that 
such  a  complaint,  standing  alone,  will  not  be  considered 
by  this  court. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  appealed  from  be 
affirmed. 

Duffib  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Peterboro  Savings  Bank  v.  Johnson. 

Peteeboeo  Savings  Bank,  appellee,  v.  James  H.  John- 
son ET  AL.,  APPELLANTS. 
Piled  Apml  17,  1902.    No.  11,377. 
Commies  I  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  3. 


Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Scott,  J.    Affirmed. 

h,  D.  Holmes,  for  appellants. 

John  W,  Lytle,  contra. 

Duffie,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  sale.  The 
appellants  present  two  objections  for  our  consideration. 
W.  H.  Gates  and  W.  G.  Shriver  were  appointed  by  the 
sheriff  to  act  with  Ijim  in  appraising  the  property.  It  is 
urged  that  as  these  parties  were  designated  by  the  initials 
of  their  first  or  Christian  names,  that  they  were  not  prop- 
erly named,  and  that  the  appraisement  is,  therefore,  ir- 
regular. We  do  not  think  the  objection  is  well  taken. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  names  by 
which  the  appraisers  were  designated  were  not  the  full 
and  true  names  of  the  parties.  In  German  Insurance  Com- 
pany v.  Frederick,  57  Neb.,  538,  objection  was  made  be- 
cause the  summons  was  returned  as  served  on  "H.  L. 
Bode"  relating  to  which  this  court  said:  "Finally,  the 
objection  that  there  is  no  such  person  as  H.  L.  Bode  is 
based  on  the  theory  that  it  is  a  designation  of  a  person  by 
initials,  and  not  by  his  Christian  and  surname.  Possibly 
the  objection  to  the  return  might  have  been  good  if  it  had 
been  shown,  after  the  manner  of  a  plea  in  abatement,  that 
'H.  L.  Bode'  was  not  the  true  name,  and  also  what  the  true 
name  was.  But  this  court  has  held  that  in  the  absence  of 
such  showing  it  can  not  be  presumed  that  the  initials  do 
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not  express  the  full  name.    Oakley  v.  Pegler,  30  Neb.,  628 ; 
Scarborough  v.  Afyrick,  47  Neb.,  794." 

The  further  objection  is  made  that  the  court  did  not  in 
the  decree  judicially  determine  and  adjudge  that  the  prop- 
erty should  be  sold.  The  court  in  its  decree  directed  that 
an  order  of  sale  should  issue  to  the  sheriff  "commanding 
him  to  duly  appraise,  advertise  and  sell  said  property  as 
upon  execution,  and  report  his  proceedings  to  this  court 
for  further  orders."  We  think  that  this  is  sufficient  to 
authorize  the  sale  made,  and  we  recommend  that  the  order 
appealed  from  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

The    Cheshire    Provident    Institution,    appellee,    v. 
Martha  I.  Courtnay  et  al.,  appellants. 

Piled  Aran,  17,  1902.    No.  11,464. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Principal  and  Agent. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Furnas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Norris,  J.    Reversed  and  dwmistted, 

D.  G.  Courtnay,  for  appellants. 

A.  E.  Harvey,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  conceded  by  counsel  to  be  in 
all  essential  particulars  the  same  as  in  the  eases  of  the 
Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Gibson,  ante,  page  392, 
89  X.  W.  Rep.,  243,  and  Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v. 
Fenxner,  63  Neb.,  682,  88  N.  \V.  Rep.,  849.  Under  the  au- 
thority of  those  decisions  it  is  recommended  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  be  reversed  and  the  action  dis- 
missed. 

Albert  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  dismissed. 
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Columbia  National  Bank,  appellant,  v.  Whitnev  J. 

Marshall  et  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Aran,  17,  1902.    No.  11,458. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Mortgages:  Satisfaction  After  Assignment:  Notice  to  Subsequent 
Mortqaoee  ob  Purchaser.  A  satisfaction  entered  on  the  record  by 
a  mortgagee,  after  he  has  sold  and  delivered  the  notes  secured  by 
the  mortgage  to  a  third  party,  will  protect  a  subsequent  mortgagee 
In  good  faith,  or  bona  tide  purchaser,  of  the  mortgaged  premises, 
In  case  he  had  no  notice  at  the  date  of  the  purchase,  or  the  pay- 
ment of  the  consideration,  that  the  debt  was  assigned,  or  was  un- 
paid, or  that  the  release  was  unauthorized.  Whipple  v.  Fowler, 
41  Neb.,  67G.  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Affirmed. 

John  S.  Bishop,  for  appellant. 

W.  F.  Evans,  L.  W.  Billingsley  and  R.  J,  Greene,  contra. 

Day,  C. 

The  plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  foreclose  a  mort- 
gage executed  by  W.  J.  Marshall  and  wife  to  Ada  B. 
Teeter,  upon  certain  lands  in  Lancaster  county,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  six  promissory  notes  maturing  upon  differ- 
ent dates,  aggregating  the  sum  of  ?6,500.  The  last  one  of 
these  notes  was  for  f  1,500  and  fell  due  January  12,  1892. 
This  note  was  sold  and  transferred  by  Ada  B.  Teeter  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  constitutes  the  basis  for  the  foreclosure 
action.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany, one  of  the  defendants  named  in  the  action,  filed  an 
answer,  alleging  that  it  was  an  innocent  purchaser  of  a 
part  of  the  premises  sought  to  he  foreclosed,  having  ac- 
quired title  thereto  by  a  deed  of  general  warranty  from 
W.  J.  Marshall  and  wife,  who  were  the  owners  of  said  real 
estate.  Other  eross- petitions  were  filed,  but  as  the  contro- 
versy in  this  case  is  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  railway 
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company,  the  other  interests  will  not  be  considered.  Upon 
the  trial  the  court  rendered  a  decree  of  foreclosure  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  as  prayed,  except  as  to  the  portion  of 
the  lands  embraced  in  the  deed  from  Marshall  to  the  rail- 
way company.  As  to  that  portion  of  the  land  the  court 
denied  a  foreclosure.  From  this  judgment  the  plaintiff 
has  appealed  to  this  court. 

The  case  was  tried  upon  a  stipulation  of  facts  which  may 
be  summarised  thus:  On  January  12,  1887,  W.  J.  Mar- 
shall and  wife  executed  and  delivered  to  Ada  B.  Teeter  a 
mortgage  upon  certain  real  estate  situated  in  Lancaster 
county  to  secure  the  payment  of  six  promissory  notes, 
aggregating  the  sum  of  $6,500.  These  notes  matured  at 
different  dates,  the  last  one  being  for  $1,500,  falling  due 
January  12,  1892.  On  February  27,  1S!H,  Ada  B.  Teeter 
sold  and  transferred  the  note  of  $1,501)  above  mentioned 
to  the  plaintiff  herein,  who  ever  since  that  time  has  been 
the  owner  and  holder  thereof.  No  assignment  of  the  mort- 
gage to  plaintiff  was  ever  placed  on  record.  On  January 
12,  1892,  when  said  note  became  due,  the  time  of  payment 
was  by  agreement  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  maker 
thereof  extended  to  Januarv  12,  1894,  but  no  extension  of 
the  mortgage  was  placed  of  record.  On  March  1,  1892, 
Ada  B.  Teeter,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  executed  a 
release  of  the  mortgage  to  Marshall,  releasing  a  part  of 
the  lands  from  the  lien  of  the  mortgage.  The  lands  thus 
released  included  the  tract  embraced  in  the  defendant's 
right  of  way.  This  release  was  duly  filed  for  record  on 
March  1,  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  On  March  1,  1892,  W.  J. 
Marshall  and  wife,  by  deed  of  general  warranty,  conveyed 
to  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway  Company 
that  portion  of  the  premises  included  within  the  above 
release,  being  a  strip  of  land  constituting  the  defendant's 
right  of  way,  a  specific  description  of  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  here  set  out.  There  is  nothing  in  the  stipulation  of 
facts  upon  which  the  case  was  tried  showing  what  time 
during  the  day  of  March  1,  the  deed  from  Marshall  to  the 
railway  company  was  executed.    It  was,  however,  filed  for 
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record  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.  of  said  day.  The  stipulation  of 
facts  also  shows  that  the  sale  and  conveyance  of  the  real 
estate  to  the  railway  company  and  the  release  of  the  mort- 
gage was  made  in  good  faith,  and  without  any  notice  or 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  railway  company  that  the 
plaintiff  had  or  claimed  to  have  any  interest  in  said  mort- 
gage or  any  of  the  notes  referred  to  therein. 

From  the  pleadings  and  the  stipulation  it  seems  clear 
to  us  that  the  railway  company  was  an  innocent  purchaser, 
•*or  full  value,  buying  from  the  owners  of  the  land  at  a  time 
when  the  release  of.the  mortgage  from  the  original  mort- 
gagee to  the  mortgagor  was  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
register  of  deeds,  presumably  relying  upon  the  record  and 
without  notice  or  knowledge  that  the  debt  had  been  as- 
signed or  was  unpaid  or  that  the  release  was  unauthorized. 

We  think  the  facts  of  this  case  bring  it  clearly  within 
the  rule  announced  in  Whipple  v.  Fowler,  41  Neb.,  675, 
wherein  it  was  held  that  "satisfaction  entered  on  the  rec- 
ord of  a  mortgage  by  a  mortgagee,  after  he  had  sold  and 
delivered  the  note  secured  by  the  mortgage  to  a  third 
party,  will  protect  a  subsequent  mortgagee  in  good  faith, 
or  bona  fitlc  purchaser,  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  in  case 
he  had  no  notice  at  the  date  of  the  purchase,  or  the  pay- 
ment of  the  consideration,  that  the  debt  was  assigned,  or 
was  unpaid,  or  that  the  release  was  unauthorized." 

In  Cram  v.  Cotrcll,  48  Neb.,  646,  it  was  held  that  "Where 
the  mortgage  debt  has  been  assigned,  a  purchaser  in  good 
faith  without  notice  of  the  assignment  will  be  protected 
by  a  release  of  the  mortgage  executed  by  the  original 
mortgagee."  The  same  rule  has  been  reaffirmed  in  Porter 
v.  Ourada,  51  Neb.,  510;  Perry  v.  Baker,  61  Neb.,  841,  86 
N.  W.  Rep.,  692. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kibkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 
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Isabel  P.  Cushman,  appellee,  v.  Sarah  G.  Taylor  et  al., 

APPELLANTS. 

Piled  April  17,  1902.    No.  11,469. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgage   Foreclosure:     Taxation:     Certificate  of  Tax   Sale  and 

Subsequent  Taxes.  Under  the  provisions  of  section  179,  article  1. 
chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  1S99,  a  certificate  ot  tax  sale,  to- 
gether with  prior  and  subsequent  taxes  paid,  constitute  a  single 
cause  of  action. 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Deduction  of  Tax  Liens:    Priority.    By  the 

terms  of  section  138,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes, 
1899,  taxes  upon  real  estate  are  a  lien  thereon  from  and  Including 
the  first  day  of  April  In  the  year  In  which  they  are  levied,  until 
the  same  are  paid. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

Wall  &  Williams,  for  appellants. 

H.  if.  Mathew,  contra. 

Kirkpatrick,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  as  order  of  confirmation  made 
by  the  district  court  for  Sherman  county.  The  only  objec- 
tion urged  against  the  correctness  of  the  order  of  the  trial 
court  is  that  the  county  treasurer  improperly  included 
in  his  certificate  of  Hens  made  at  the  request  of  the  sheriff 
the  taxes  on  the  land  in  controversy  for  the  year  1898. 
Appellants  complain  that  the  application  made  by  the 
sheriff  to  the  county  treasurer  for  the  certificate  of  liens 
contained  a  request  for  all  liens  as  shown  by  the  records 
in  his  office,  rather  than  a  request  for  such  liens  as  were 
prior  in  point  of  time  to  the  lien  of  the  decree;  and  it  is 
further  contended  that  appellants  were  prejudiced  by  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  the  county  treasurer  in  his  certificate 
of  liens  did  not  give  the  amount  of  taxes  for  each  year 
separately,  but  gave  the  same  in  gross.    That  portion  of 
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the  county  treasurer's  certificate  material  to  be  considered 
is  as  follows:  "In  accordance  with  above  application,  I 
find  the  following  incumbrances,  to  wit :  Sold  for  1895  and 
1896  taxes,  1897  and  1898  paid  as  subsequent;  amount 
necessary  to  redeem,  $136.30."  This  amount  was  deducted 
by  the  sheriff, and  appraisers  from  the  total  value  of  the 
premises,  and  the  property  was  sold  for  a  little  above  two- 
thirds  of  the  remainder,  after  making  such  deduction,  and 
the  property  did  not  bring  two-thirds  of  the  gross  ap- 
praised value. 

From  this  certificate  of  the  treasurer  it  appears  that 
the  land  had  been  sold  for  taxes  for  the  years  1895  and 
1896,  and  that  the  purchaser  bad  paid  the  subsequent 
taxes  for  the  years  1897  and  1898.  By  the  terms  of  section 
179,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  1899,  it  is  provided 
that  the  certificate  of  sale,  together  with  prior  and  subse- 
quent taxes  paid  thereon,  constitute  one  cause  of  action. 
It  therefore  follows  that  the  action  of  the  treasurer  was 
correct  in  including  the  taxes  for  the  four  years  in  gross 
as  be  did. 

Again,  it  is  contended  that  the  taxes  for  the  year  1898 
were  not  a  prior  lien  to  the  lien  of  the  decree,  within  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  authorizing  the  appraisers  to 
deduct  prior.  Hens.  By  the  terms  of  section  138,  article 
1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  1899,  taxes  upon  real 
estate  are  a  lien  thereon  from  and  including  the  first  day 
of  April  in  the  year  in  which  they  are  levied  until  the  same 
are  paid.  The  decree  of  foreclosure  in  this  case  was  en- 
tered on  May  16,  1898.  From  this  it  is  apparent  that  the 
taxes  for  the  year  1898  were  a  prior  lien  to  that  of  the 
decree  and  were  properly  deducted. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  record  that  appellants  have  been 
in  no  way  prejudiced  by  the  action  of  the  trial  court  in 
confirming  the  sale.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the 
order  of  the  trial  court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 
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P.  H.  Peterson  et  al.  v.  James  E.  Mannix. 

Filed  April  17,  1802.    No.  11,467. 

ff  J/H/    -2-/0 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Interest:  Allegation  in  Pleamko.  No  express  allegation  that  Interest 
la  due  in  required  to  enable  a  plaintiff  to  recover  Interest  upon  a 
debt  or  claim  which,  wltbout  any  contract  therefor,  bears  Interest 
as  a  matter  of  law. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Pierce  county.  Tried 
below  before  Allen,  J.    Affirmed. 

0.  J.  Frost,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Geo.  T.  Kelley  and  M.  H.  Leamy,  contra. 

Podnd,  O. 

This  action  was  brought  originally  in  justice's  court  to 
recover  |17.80,  on  an  account  for  job  printing,  advertis- 
ing and  subscription  to  a  newspaper,  amounting  to  $5.80,. 
and  a  farther  claim  for  $12  assigned  to  plaintiffs  by  one 
Ella  Frost.  The  defendant  offered  in  writing  to  confess 
judgment  for  $1.50.  Two  trials  were  "had  to  a  jury  in  jus- 
tice's court  before  a  verdict  and  judgment  could  be  had. 
Error  was  then  prosecuted  to  the  district  court,  where  the 
judgment  rendered  by  the  justice  of  the  peace  was  re- 
versed, the  cause  retained  for  trial  and  again  tried  to  a 
jury.  This  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  and  judgment  in 
plaintiffs'  favor  for  $1.50,  from  which  error  is  now  prose- 
cuted. 

The  assignments  of  error  chiefly  relied  on  relate  to  an 
order  of  the  district  court  striking  certain  allegations  as 
to  interest  out  of  the  petition.  The  allegations  in  ques- 
tion set  up  that  eighteen  cents  interest  was  due  upon  one 
item  sued  on  and  ten  cents  interest  upon  another.  This 
sum  of  twenty-eight  cents,  which  the  plaintiffs  maintain 
they  were  entitled  to  by  way  of  interest,  comes  about  as 
near  to  the  "little  diachylon,"  which,  according  to  Lord 
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Holt,  the  common  law  will  duly  save  to  parties  litigant, 
as  could  well  be  anticipated  in  a  cause  tried  to  three  juries 
and  of  sufficient  interest  to  the  parties  to  justify  bringing 
to  this  court.  But  the  constitution  has  solemnly  prom- 
ised that  the  right  to  be  heard  in  the  supreme  court  by 
error  or  appeal  shall  not  be  denied,  and,  so  long  as  any- 
thing is  in  controversy,  it  is  our  duty  to  wrestle  with  the 
questions  of  law  presented  without  regard  to  mere  acci- 
dents of  substance  or  value.  Approaching  these  assign- 
ments of  error,  therefore,  with  due  gravity  and  a  high 
sense  of  the  importance  of  the  principle  involved,  we  are 
of  opinion  that  the  rulings  complained  of  were  without 
prejudice.  Interest  was  not  claimed  by  virtue  of  any  con- 
tract or  agreement  to  pay  it,  but  by  reason  of  section  4, 
chapter  44,  Compiled  Statutes.  Hence  we  do  not  under- 
stand that  any  express  allegations  that  interest  was  due 
were  required.  A  plaintiff  may  recover  interest  upon 
debts  or  claims  which,  without  any  contract  therefor,  bear 
interest  as  a  matter  of  law,  under  sufficient  allegations  of 
such  debts  or  claims  and  prayer  for  the  amount  thereof 
and  interest.  The  recovery  can  not  exceed  the  amount 
prayed  for,  but,  within  that  sum,  it  may  include  interest 
in  such  cases  without  any  allegation  that  it  is  due.  11 
Ency.  PI.  &  Pr.,  435. 

The  defendant's  answer  admitted  that  $1.50  was  due 
on  two  items  set  up  in  the  petition,  and  it  is  next  argued 
that  this  is  an  admission  that  $1.50  and  interest  thereon 
was  owing  and  that  the  judgment  is  contrary  to  law,  in 
that  it  is  twenty-eight  cents  less  than  the  pleadings  re- 
quire. Upon  due  reflection  and  the  mature  consideration 
of  this  important  question  which  the  constitution  of  the 
state  requires  us  to  make,  we  think  otherwise.  One  of  the 
items  in  question  was  for  job-printing  alleged  to  have  been 
reasonably  worth  the  sum  of  fifty  cents.  On  that  item  and 
another  of  $1  the  defendant  admitted  that  $1.50  was  due. 
This  does  not  admit  that  the  item  of  job-printing  was  rea- 
sonably worth  the  full  sum  alleged,  and  may  well  include 
interest  on  the  item  of  $1  and  whatever  sum  was  owing  on 
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the  other.  The  trial  court  instructed  as  to  interest,  and, 
for  aught  that  appears,  plaintiffs  have  duly  recovered  it. 
Everett  v.  Sobleman,  15  Neb.,  376. 

Other  assignments  of  error  argued  relate  to  certain 
rulings  on  evidence,  to  the  judgment  as  to  costs,  and  to 
the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  upon  an  item  of  $4.  The 
rulings  on  evidence  were  right  as  the  pleadings  stood,  and, 
if  the  court  erred  in  denying  an  application  to  amend  the 
petition  in  such  way  as  to  make  the  evidence  offered  ad- 
missible, an  assignment  to  that  effect  should  have  been 
included  in  the  petition  in  error.  The  judgment  as  to 
costs  is  not  prejudicially  erroneous  because  the  record 
shows  that  an  offer  in  writing  to  confess  judgment,  for 
the  amount  found  due  after  three  trials,  was  made  prior 
to  the  first  trial  in  the  justice's  court.  Plaintiffs  escaped 
with  an  adverse  judgment  for  half  the  costs  only,  and  we 
think  they  ought  to  remember  Sancho  Panza's  admonition 
to  "thank  God  and  the  giver  and  not  look  the  gift  horse  in 
the  mouth."  As  to  the  item  of  f4,  the  evidence  is  conflict- 
ing and  there  is  enough  competent  testimony  to  sustain 
the  verdict. 

We  have  endeavored  to  pass  upon  the  several  assign- 
ments of  error  in  detail  with  circumspection  and  with  no 
unseemly  haBte  or  brevity.  In  our  opinion,  the  constitu- 
tional rights  of  the  plaintiffs  to  be  heard  in  this  court  have 
been  duly  vindicated,  and  we  recommend  that  the  judg- 
ment be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 
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Pottery.  Lynch. 

William  K.  Potter,  Receiver  for  Omaha  Loan-  &  Trust 
Company,  appellee,  v.  Joseph  B.  Lynch  et  al.,  ap- 
pellants. 

Filed  Aran.  17,  1802.    No.  11,518. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure :    Odjectionb  to  Ar-RAISAL:    When  Filed.    Ob- 

jections to  appraisement  of  lands  on  foreclosure  should  be  Bled 
before  sale  is  held. 

2.  mortgage  I'oreclosuro:    Sale  in  Gross:    Presumptions.     Selling  200 

acres  of  land  In  gross,  where  It  Is  one  farm  occupied  as  a  whole 
by  a  single  defendant,  will  not  be  presumed  erroneous. 

3.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:.   Publication  or  Notice  or  Sale.    Publication 

of  notice  of  sale  In  each  Issue  of  a  semi-weekly  paper  for  thirty 
days  Is  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  statutory  requirements  in 
that  respect. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Buffalo  county. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

J.  M.  Easterling,  for  appellants. 

William  Gaslin  and  E.  H.  Scott,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  foreclosure 
sale.  A  number  of  objections  are  made  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  the  sale  on  the  ground  of  various  defects  in  the 
appraisement.  The  sale,  however,  was  held  on  October  24, 
1891),  and  the  objections  were  only  filed  on  November  24, 
following.  The  objections  to  the  appraisement,  therefore, 
can  not  be  considered.  Vought  v.  Foxworthy,  38  Neb., 
790. 

One  objection  is  that  the  lands  in  controversy  were  not 
offered  for  sale  in  government  subdivisions  but  were  of- 
fered as  a  whole;  and  another,  that  no  notice  of  sale  was 
published  as  required  by  law.  That  the  first  publication 
was  on  September  21,  which  wsb  Thursday,  the  last  one  on 
October  23  and  but  three  complete  weekly  publications 
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were  made,  the  paper  being  a  semi-weekly  one.  An  ob- 
jection is  made  that  no  decree  was  entered  upon  certain 
answers  filed  in  the  case.  It  is  not  contended  that  errors 
in  the  decree  can  be  corrected  in  this  proceeding.  It  will 
only  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  consider  the  objection  to 
the  sale  of  the  land  as  a  whole  and  to  the  publication  of  the 
notice. 

So  far  as  the  first  objection  is  concerned  it  appears  that 
these  200  acres  consisted  of  one  farm,  with  one  set  of  build- 
ings, occupied  by  defendant  as  a  whole.  The  action  of  the 
sheriff  in  selling  it  as  a  whole  seems  to  have  been  regular 
and  correct.  Eaton  v.  Ryan,  5  Neb.,  47;  Craig  v.  Steven- 
son, 15  Neb.,  362;  Iowa  Loan  &  Trust  Company  v.  Devall, 
63  Neb.,  826. 

No  proof  was  introduced  as  to  the  notice  except  the 
affidavit  of  publication.  The  affiant  swears  that  she  is 
publisher  of"  the  Kearney  Hub,  a  semi-weekly  paper  pub- 
lished in  Buffalo  county,  Nebraska,  and  of  general  circu- 
lation therein,  and  that  this  notice  was  published  for  more 
than  thirty  days  in  every  issue  of  said  paper  in  each  week 
commencing  on  the  21st  of  September,  1899.  This  affi- 
davit was  filed  October  24  and  indicates  a  compliance 
with  the  law,  as  does  also  the  sheriffs  return. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  order  confirming  the  sale 
be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 


Lea  (j.  Hedbloom,  appellant,  v.  Ella  Piebson  bt  al., 
appellees. 

Filed  April  17,  1902.    No.  11,642. 

CommlMl oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mortgage   Foreclosure:     General  Denial:     "No  Action   at  Law" 
Bubden  of  Proof.    In  a  suit  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage  in 
which  a  general  denial  Is  Sled  the  burden  la  upon  plaintiff  to  makr- 
a  prima  facie  showing  that  no  action  at  law  has  been  Instituted  for 
the  collection  of  the  debt. 
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t.  Mortgages:  Acknowledgment  Taken  by  Owner  op  Note:  Public 
Policy.  On  the  grounds  of  public  policy  an  officer  is  disqualified 
from  taking  the  acknowledgment  of  a  mortgage  given  to  secure  an 
Indebtedness,  evidenced  by  a  note,  of  which  he  Is  the  real  owner. 

3.  Mortgages:  Homestead:  Acknowledgment  by  Husband  and  Wife: 
Validity.  A  mortgage  executed  on  the  homestead  of  the  grantors 
1b  absolutely  void  unless  acknowledged  by  both  husband  and  wife. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Polk  county.  Tried 
below  before  Sohnborgbe,  J.    Affirmed. 

John  Tongue,  for  appellant. 

King  &  Bittner,  contra.  • 

Oldham,  O. 

This  was  an  action  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage 
on  two  town  lots  in  Stromsburg,  Nebraska.  The  mortgage 
was  given  to  secure  the  payment  of  a  note  of  fS1.25  given 
by  defendant,  Ole  Pierson,  to  Lea  Hedbloom.  Each  of  the 
defendants  answered  the  petition,  denying  the  execution 
and  delivery  of  the  mortgage.  Ella  Pierson  pleaded 
fraud  in  procuring  her  signature,  and  also  alleged  that  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  mortgage  was  taken  before  A.  B. 
Hedbloom,  who  was  the  real  owner  of  the  note,  and  that 
the  mortgaged  premises  was  her  homestead.  There  was 
trial  to  the  court  on  iKsues  thus  joined  and  judgment  for 
the  defendants,  and  plaintiff  appeals. 

Plaintiff's  petition  contained  the  allegation  "that  no 
suit  at  law  or  other  proceedings  have  been  had  for  the 
recovery  of  the  debt  secured  by  the  mortgage,"  and  no  evi- 
dence of  any  kind  was  introduced  tending  to  prove  this 
allegation,  which  had  been  properly  put  in  issue  by  the 
general  denials  contained  in  the  answers  of  each  of  the 
defendants.  Under  the  rule  firmly  established  by  the 
adjudications  of  this  court,  on  this  ground  alone,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  would  necessarily  be  affirmed. 

There  was  also  a  square  conflict  of  testimony  as  to 
whether  defendant,  Ella  Pierson,  ever  knowingly  signed 
a  mortgage  of  any  kind  on  the  premises  in  controversy. 
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She  testified  that  when  she  signed  the  paper  it  was  in 
blank  and  that  A.  B.  Hedbloom,  husband  of  plaintiff,  who 
took  her  acknowledgment,  represented  to  her  that  it  was 
a  paper  necessary  to  be  signed  to  effect  an  exchange  of 
property  which  defendants  were  making,  and  in  which 
A,  B.  Hedbloom  was  acting  as  defendants'  agent.  There 
was  also  evidence  clearly  and  nndisputably  showing  that 
A.  B.  Hedbloom  was  the  real  owner  of  the  note  in  contro- 
versy; that  he  was  taking  it  in  payment  of  his  services 
for  effecting  a  trade  of  the  property  then  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  the  defendants  for  the  property  in  controversy. 
The  evidence  showed  that  the  defendants  were  simply 
exchanging  one  homestead  for  another  which  they  in- 
tended at  the  time  to,  and  subsequently  did,  occupy  as  a 
homestead. 

In  Horbach  v.  Tyrrell,  48  Neb.,  514,  67  N.  W.  Rep.,  485, 
this  court  in  discussing  the  question  as  to  what  interest 
will  disqualify  an  officer  from  taking  an  acknowledgment 
in  a  particular  case,  says:  -"Whether  such  disqualification 
exists  in  any  case  must  be  determined  from  the  particular 
facts  and  circumstances  of  that  case.  No  statute  exists  in 
this  state  which  prescribes  what  relationship  or  interest 
of  an  officer  shall  disqualify  him  from  taking  an  acknowl- 
edgment in  any  given  case;  hut  it  would  seem  that  on 
grounds  of  public  policy  an  officer  should  be  disqualified 
from  taking  an  acknowledgment  whose  direct  and  bene- 
ficial interest  would  be  subserved  in  having  the  convey- 
ance made  which  he  acknowledged.  And  perhaps  it  may 
be  said,  as  a  very  general  proposition,  that  an  officer  who 
is  a  party  to  a  conveyance  or  interested  therein  is  dis- 
qualified from  taking  the  acknowledgment  of  the  grantor." 

We  think  that  under  this  rule  that  A.  B.  Hedbloom,  be- 
ing the  real  party  in  interest,  in  the  indebtedness  secured 
by  the  mortgage,  was  clearly  disqualified  from  taking  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  mortgage,  and  we  do  not  think 
that  he  could  qualify  himself  for  this  purpose  by  resorting 
to  the  subterfuge  of  inserting  his  wife's  name  in  the  note 
as  payee.  It  would  then  follow  that  the  mortgage,  being 
66 
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a  conveyance  of  the  homestead  and  not  having  been  legally 
acknowledged  by  both  husband  and  wife,  was  and  is  abso- 
lutely void. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Babnbs  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affibmed. 


Ludwig  Bock  v.  Nbwton  J.  Grooms. 

Filed  Afro.  17,  1902.    No.  11,644. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 
Appeal  and  Error:    Final  Obdeb.    To  entitle  a  party  to  a  review  there 
must  have  been  a  final  order  rendered  in  the  cause.    Reynold*  v. 
City  of  Tecumteh,  4S  Neb.,  786. 

Ebrob  from  the  district  court  for  Cherry  county.  Tried 
below  before  Habbinoton,  J.    Petition  in  error  dismissed. 

A.  W.  Scattergood  and  M.  P.  Kimkaid,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Clarke  &  Tucker  and  A.  M.  Morrissey,  contra. 

Dufftb,  C. 

The  transcript  furnished  by  the  clerk  in  this  case  shows 
the  pleadings,  the  instructions  given  and  refused,  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury,  and  the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  The  ruling 
of  the  court  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  is  not  shown,  nor 
does  it  appear  that  any  final  judgment  in  the  case  has 
been  entered.  In  this  condition  of  the  record  we  have  no 
jurisdiction  to  review  the  case  and  we  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  petition  in  error  be  dismissed. 

Ambb  and  Albbbt,  CO.,  concur. 

Petition  in  brbob  dismissed. 

Note. — The  Judgment  of  dismissal  In  the  foregoing  ease  was,  on 
motion,  set  aside  by  the  court  May  21,  1902,  a  rehearing  allowed,  and 
final  opinion  filed  November  19,  1902.  The  opinion  on  the  merits  fol- 
lows.—~ 
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Filed  Novemheb  19,  1902.    No.  11,54*. 
Commi sa loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 

1.  Fires:    Damages-    Rut*  m  Absence  or  Negligence.    One  mar  law- 

full?  kindle  a  Are  on  bla  own  land  for  the  purpose  of  husbandry, 
and  he  will  not  be  liable  for  damage  caused  by  such  fire  to  the 
property  of  third  parties.  In  the  absence  of  negligence  In  kindling 
the  same  or  In  not  keeping  It  confined  to  his  own  premises. 

2.  Tires:    Exebcisihs  Ordinary  Care  and  Caution:    Whiblwinds.    A 

party  who  kindles  a  Are  on  his  own  land  can  not  be  charged  with 
negligence  In  not  guarding  against  a  whirlwind  or  extraordinary 
high  winds  which  may  ensue  and  carry  the  fire  beyond  his  control, 
if,  before  setting  It,  he  took  such  precautions  as  a  man  of  ordinary 
caution  would  exercise  to  confine  It  to  his  own  premises,  and  exer- 
cised the  same  care  and  watchfulness  to  prevent  Its  escape  while 
burning. 

Final  opinion  after  prior  order  dismissing  the  petition 
in  error  had  been  set  aside.  Former  opinion  reported 
imte,  page  802. 

Eerob  from  the  district  court  for  Cherry  county.  Tried 
below  before  Haetungton,  J.    Judgment  below  reversed. 

A.  W.  Bcattergood  and  M.  P.  Kvnkaid,  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Clarke  d  Tucker  and  A.  M.  Morriaaey,  contra, 

DUFFIB,  O. 

By  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  for  Cherry 
county  the  plaintiff  In  error  was  held  for  damages 
sustained  by  the  defendant  in  error  caused  by  a  Are  which 
it  is  alleged  plaintiff  in  error  kindled  on  bis  own  premises 
and  negligently  permitted  to  escape  and  burn  over  a  large 
extent  of  country,  finally  consuming  a  large  amount  of 
the  defendant's  property.  There  appears  to  be  no  dispute 
that  the  fire  which  caused  the  injury  was  the  one  set  by 
the  plaintiff  in  error,  or  a  back  fire  set  out  by  neighbors  to 
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protect  their  own  property  against  the  one  kindled  by  the 
plaintiff. 

In  the  view  which  we  take  of  the  case,  the  source  of  the 
fire  is  immaterial,  as  the  judgment  must  be  reversed  on 
account  of  error  in  the  sixth  instruction  given  by  the  court 
on  ita  own  motion  in  the  following  words :  "The  jury  are 
instructed  by  the  court  that  if  you  find  from  the  evidence 
that  the  fire  set  out  by  the  defendant  would  not  have 
escaped  from  him  except  for  the  occurrence  of  a  whirlwind, 
then  your  verdict  should  be  for  the  defendant,  unless  you 
find  from  the  evidence  that  whirlwinds  are  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  that  vicinity." 

The  early  rule  of  the  common  law  was  very  harsh  in  its 
dealing  with  those  who  started  a  fire  by  which  the  property 
of  another  was  injured  or  destroyed,  and  went  almost  to 
the  extent  of  making  them  absolutely  liable  for  all  dam- 
ages caused  thereby.  This  rule  was  modified  by  the  stat- 
ute of  6  Anne,  31,  which  provided  that  no  action  should 
be  maintained  against  any  person  in  whose  house  or 
chambers  any  fire  should  accidentally  begin  or  any  re- 
compense be  made  by  him  for  any  damages  occasioned 
thereby.  This  exemption  from  liability  was  further  ex- 
tended by  12  George  III,,  chapter  73,  and  14  George  III., 
chapter  78,  to  fires  which  originate  in  a  stable,  barn  or 
other  building  or  on  the  estate.  Whether  or  not  the  stat- 
ute extended  to  cases  of  negligence  was  for  some  time  a 
disputed  question,  but  it  was  finally  settled  that  the 
statute  does  not  extend  its  protection  to  any  fires  which 
are  negligently  or  knowingly  kindled.  Filliter  v.  Phip- 
pard,  11  Q.  R.,  347. 

In  this  country,  with  few  exceptions,  the  rule  has  al- 
ways prevailed  that  one  may  lawfully  kindle  a  fire  on  his 
own  premises  for  purposes  of  husbandry,  and  that  he  does 
not  become  liable  for  injury  caused  by  it  to  the  property 
of  another,  in  the  absence  of  negligence  in  its  management 
Calkins  v.  Barger,  44  Barb.  [N.  Y.],  424 ;  Clark  v.  Foot,  8 
Johns.  [N.Y.],421;  Fahn  v.  Reirhart,  SWis.,225;  Miller  v. 
Martin.  16  Mo.,  508;  Manlon  v.  Ingram,  3  la.,  81;  Sweeney 
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v.  Merrill,  38  Kan.,  216.  This  being  the  rule,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  one  who  kindles  a  fire  on  his  own  land  is 
not  bound  to  anticipate  and  guard  against  a  "whirlwind" 
or  any  extraordinary  high  winds  that  may  ensue,  and  such 
is  the  holding  in  several  well  considered  cases  in  other 
states.  Sweeney  v.  Merrill,  38  Kan.,  216;  Miller  v.  Mar- 
tin, 16  Mo.,  508;  Stuart  v.  Haicley,  22  Barb.  [N.  Y.],  619; 
Averitt  v.  Murrell,  4  Jones,  Law  [N.  Car.],  323. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  brief  of  the  plaintiff  in  error 
ig  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  real 
issne  in  the  case.  It  is  said  in  effect  that  the  only  negli- 
gence charged  against  him  is  that  he  "negligently  and 
carelessly  permitted  the  Are  to  escape,"  and  that  there  is 
no  allegation  in  the  petition  charging  that  the  plaintiff 
uegligently  set  out  the  fire.  To  our  minds  the  difference 
is  one  of  phraseology  only.  One  who  sets  out  a  fire  on  his 
own  premises  without  taking  such  precautions  as  a 
reasonable  man  should  to  prevent  it  from  spreading  to  his 
neighbor's  premises  is  chargeable  with  negligence  in  per- 
mitting the  fire  to  escape,  in  the  same  legal  sense  as  if  he 
had  made  all  necessary  precautions  to  confine  it  in  the 
first  instance,  but  allowed  it  to  get  beyond  his  control  be- 
cause of  want  of  care  and  watchful  attention  during  the 
time  it  was  burning.  In  one  case  it  escaped  because  of 
want  of  proper  precautions  before  setting  it  out;  in  the 
other,  because  of  want  of  care  in  watching  and  controlling 
it;  in  both  cases  he  carelessly  and  negligently  allowed  it 
to  escape. 

The  jury  should  have  been  told  that  if  the  defendant, 
before  setting  the  fire,  took  such  precautions  as  a  man  of 
ordinary  prudence  and  caution  would  exercise  to  prevent 
it  spreading  from  his  own  premises,  and  after  setting 
it  used  such  care  and  watchfulness  as  a  man  of  ordinary 
prudence  and  caution  would  to  prevent  its  spread  to 
neighboring  lands,  that  in  such  event  he  would  not  be 
liable  for  damage  in  case  the  fire  was  carried  beyond  his 
control  by  a  whirlwind,  or  any  wind  of  an  extraordinary 
or  unusual  character. 
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For  error  in  giving  the  sixth  instruction  we  recommend 
a  reversal  of  the  judgment, 

Ambs  and  Albert,  GC,  conenr. 

Hbvrksed  AND  rbuanded. 


Omaha   Loan  &  Teubt  Company,  appellee,  v.    Maet 

WaLBNZ  BT  AL.,  APPELLANTS. 
Filed  Afbil  17.  1002.    No.  11,663. 

Comml  est  oner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

Judicial  Sals:  Objection  of  Feaod  is  Appraisal:  Value.  Where  tlio 
sole  evidence  In  support  of  a  motion  to  vacate  an  appraisement  of 
real  property  for  Judicial  sale  on  tlio  ground  of  fraud  relates  to  the 
value  of  the  property,  such  appraisement  will  not  be  set  aside 
unless  It  Is  so  clearly  shown  to  be  grossly  inadequate  as  to  compel 
tlio  conclusion  that  It  Is  fraudulent. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawcett,  J.    Affirmed. 

William  H.  Grow  and  L.  F.  Hale,  for  appellants. 

F.  A.  Brogon,  contra. 

PODND,  O. 

It  ts  thoroughly  settled  that  the  appraisers,  not  the 
court,  are  to  fix  the  value  of  real  property  about  to  be  sold 
under  process  of  a  court,  for  the  purposes  of  such  sale. 
They  act  judicially,  and  their  determination  is  to  be  im- 
peached only  for  fraud.  If  we  were  determining  the  value 
of  the  property  here  in  question  upon  a  mere  issue  of 
value,  we  might  be  required  to  weigh  more  carefully  the 
mass  of  testimony  presented.  But  the  sole  question  is 
whether  the  appraisement  complained  of  was  fraudulent 
In  support  of  their  case  appellants  have  adduced  evidence 
as  to  value  only.  A  number  of  witnesses,  who  appear  to 
be  credible  and  well-informed,  and  wen  believed  by  the 
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trial  court,  agree  with  the  appraisers.  Unless  the  ap- 
praisement is  so  clearly  shown  to  be  grossly  inadequate 
as  to  compel  the  conclusion  that  it  is  fraudulent,  It  must 
stand.  There  is  no  reason  to  think  the  determination  of 
the  appraisers  fraudulent  when  other  competent  judges 
of  values  concur  therein. 

It  ib  recommended  that  the  order  appealed  from  be 
affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


N.  R.  Pebsingbb  m  au  v.  Christian  H.  Miij.br. 

Filed  April  17,  1902.    No.  11,568. 
Commissi  oner' a  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Intoxicating   Liquor*:     Objections   Not  in  Remonstrance  Urged 

Fibst  in  District  Court.  Objections  not  set  forth  tn  the  remon- 
strance to  an  application  for  license  to  sell  Intoxicating  liquors, 
and  not  urged  on  the  hearing  before  the  licensing  board,  should 
not  be  considered  In  the  hearing  on  appeal  In  the  district  court, 
and  will  not  be  considered  on  a  petition  In  error  to  this  court. 

2.  Intoxicating  Liquors:  Aiaromo  Record  in  District  Court.    Where, 

on  the  heating  In  the  district  court,  It  Is  found  that  for  any  reason 
a  portion  of  the  record  and  proceedings  before  the  licensing  board 
has  not  been  sent  up  either  In  the  transcript  or  bill  of  exceptions, 
It  is  proper  for  the  court,  upon  an  application  therefor,  to  order 
the  same  brought  up  and  filed  In  the  case. 

3.  Intoxicating  Liquors:    Qualifications  op  Signers  op  Application: 

Findings  op  Fact  on' Appeal.  Where  the  question  of  fact,  as  to 
the  qualifications  of  certain  signers  to  an  application  for  a  license 
to  sell  intoxicating  liquors,  has  been  passed  upon  by  the  licensing 
board,  and  the  district  court,  In  a  hearing  on  appeal  from  the 
judgment  and  order  of  such  board  based  In  part  on  such  finding 
of  fact,  has  examined  the  evidence  and  record  and  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion,  such  finding  of  fact  and  order  of  the  board  will 
not  be  disturbed  on  the  hearing  of  a  petition  tn  error  in  this  court 
unless  clearly  wrong.  WaugK  v.  Graham,  47  Neb.,  163,  approved 
and  followed. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Merrick  county.  Tried 
below  before  Obimison,  J.    Affirmed, 
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Perolnger  v.  Miller. 

John  Patterson,  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 
J.  W.  Sparks,  contra. 

Barnes,  O. 

This  case  comes  here  on  a  petition  in  error  from  the 
judgment  of  the  district  court  for  Merrick  county  affirm- 
ing the  findings  and  judgment  of  the  city  council  granting 
a  license  to  one  Christian  H.  Miller  to  sell  malt,  spirituous 
and  vinous  liquors,  intoxicating  drink,  in  the  third  ward 
of  Central  City  for  the  year  1900. 

It  appears  from  the  transcript  that  Christian  H.  Miller 
filed  an  application  for  a  license  to  sell  intoxicating 
liquors  in  the  third  ward  of  Central  City,  Merrick  county, 
Nebraska,  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  1900;  that  notice  of  the 
application  was  published  in  one  of  the  newspapers  of  that 
city,  and  that  a  remonstrance,  containing  several  grounds, 
was  filed  by  the  plaintiffs  in  error  to  the  grantiag  of  the 
license.  A  hearing  was  had,  and  the  board  overruled  the 
remonstrance  and  granted  the  license.  From  this  ruling 
and  judgment  the  remonstrators  appealed  to  the  district 
court,  and  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1900,  the  court  being 
then  in  session,  the  appeal  was  taken  up,  and  after  a  hear- 
ing thereon  the  court  affirmed  the  judgment  and  orders  of 
the  city  council.  The  remonstrators  thereupon  brought 
the  case  to  this  court  by  a  petition  in  error.  Many  assign- 
ments of  error  are  set  forth  in  the  petition,  but  in  the 
plaintiffs'  brief  only  three  of  them  are  urged  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  court;  and  therefore,  under  the  well  es- 
tablished rule,  all  the  other  assignments  will  be  considered 
waived. 

1.  The  plaintiffs  allege  that  the  court  erred  in  affirming 
the  order  of  the  city  council,  because  the  license  was 
granted  without  any  bond  being  approved  by  that  body. 
No  such  ground  appears  in  the  remonstrance  filed  with  the 
council,  and  the  record  shows  that  on  the  original  hearing 
the  case  was  treated  as  though  a  proper  bond  had  been 
filed.    Therefore  this  objection  could  not  be  urged  on  the 
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appeal  in  the  district  court.  It  farther  appears  by  the 
transcript  that  the  council  found  that  the  applicant  had 
complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  the  law,  and  was 
entitled  to  a  license.  This  established,  prima  facie,  that 
there  was  a  bond  filed  and  approved,  and  unless  that  ques- 
tion was  raised  in  the  trial  court,  and  some  showing  made 
to  the  contrary,  it  must  be  assumed  here  that  such  bond 
was  given  and  approved,  and  the  judgment  of  the  court, 
so  far  as  that  contention  is  concerned,  must  be  affirmed. 

2.  It  is  next  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  allowing 
the  affidavit  of  the  publisher  of  the  newspaper,  in  which 
the  notice  of  the  application  for  the  license  to  sell  intoxi- 
cating liquors  was  published,  showing  such  publication,  to 
be  brought  up  from  the  city  clerk's  office  and  filed  in  the 
case  at  the  time  of  the  hearing  on  the  appeal.  We  can  not 
agree  with  the  plaintiffs  on  this  proposition.  The  tran- 
script showed  that  the  applicant  had  complied  with  the 
law,  and  that  the  proof  of  publication  of  the  notice  had 
been  filed  with  the  clerk ;  therefore  it  must  have  been  be- 
fore the  board  at  the  hearing.  When  it  was  ascertained 
that  it  was  not  sent  up  to  the  district  court,  either  in  the 
transcript  or  by  way  of  the  bill  of  exceptions,  the  court 
very  properly  ordered  it  to  be  brought  up  and  filed  in  the 
case.  Such  action  was  equivalent  to  the  order  often  made 
by  this  court  on  a  suggestion  of  a  diminution  of  the  record. 

3.  The  plaintiffs  allege  that  the  court  erred  in  sustain- 
ing the  judgment  and  order  of  the  council,  because  the  pe- 
tition of  the  applicant  was  not  signed  by  thirty  bona  fide 
resident  freeholders  of  the  third  ward  of  the  city;  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  applicant  to  establish  that  fact  by 
competent  evidence.  We  fully  agree  with  this  statement 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  duty  of  the  applicant.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  from  the  record  that  the  remonstrators 
specifically  challenged  the  qualifications  of  certain  of  the 
signers  to  the  application,  naming  them;  that  upon  the 
hearing  evidence  was  introduced  by  the  applicant  tending 
to  show  that  such  persons  were  qualified  signers  of  his 
petition,  and  such  evidence  was  not  disputed  by  the  remon- 
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strators.  The  district  court,  upon  consideration  of  this 
evidence,  found  that  it  was  sufficient,  and  sustained  the 
order  and  judgment  of  the  city  council  made  thereon. 

We  are  unable  to  say  that  the  finding  of  the  learned 
judge  of  the  district  court  was  clearly  wrong,  and  there- 
fore his  judgment  should  be  sustained.  In  Waugh  v. 
Graham,  47  Neb.,  153,  it  is  said  that  "Where  questions  of 
fact  have  been  determined  by  the  body  authorized  to  pass 
upon  applications  for  licenses  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors, 
and  also  by  the  district  court,  to  which  an  appeal  has  been 
taken  from  the  decision  of  the  licensing  body,  and  the 
findings  or  conclusions  agree,  they  will  not  be  disturbed 
in  error  proceedings  to  this  court,  unless  manifestly 
wrong." 

We  think  the  case  at  bar  falls  clearly  within  this  rule, 
and  we  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the 
district  court  be  affirmed. 

Pound  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 


Mary  Bean,  appellant,  v.  The  People's  Building,  Loan 
&  Savings  Association,  appellee. 

Fiexd  APBIL  17,  1902.    No.  11,578. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Usury:  To  Whom  Available  as  Defense  When  Separable  itom  Ix- 
tkbest  Agreement.  Although  usury  Is  a  personal  defense  not 
available  Lo  another  than  a  party  to  the  contract,  yet  In  an  In- 
stance In  which  the  contract  for  usury  Is  separable  and  separate 
from  the  agreement  to  pay  Interest  It  is  non-enforceable  agalBst 
any  person. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Fillmore  county. 
Tried  below  before  Stubbs,  J.    Reversed  with  directions. 

J.  E.  Sterling,  for  appellant. 

Chas.  E.  &  Frank  W.  Sloan,  contra. 
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Ames,  C. 

In  February,  1891,  Sanford  Williams  procured  from  the 
appellee,  The  People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Associa- 
tion, a  New  York  corporation,  a  loan  of  $540.  In  considera- 
tion of  the  loan  he  executed  a  mortgage  for  $600  to  the  asso- 
ciation upon  certain  lands  in  Fillmore  county,  this  state, 
and  agreed  to  pay  certain  fixed  dues  and  assessments,  not 
necessary  to  be  particularly  mentioned  here.  The  trans- 
action is  such  as  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  court  to 
be  usurious  when  engaged  in  by  a  corporation  not  organ- 
ized under  the  laws  of  this  state.  Some  years  after  the 
mortgage  had  been  made  of  record  in  the  county  the  lands 
came  by  mesne  conveyances  to  the  appellant,  Mary  Bean, 
who  is  still  the  owner  of  them.  She  and  her  predecessors 
in  the  title  made  continuous  monthly  payments  of  interest 
and  does  to  the  association  from  the  date  of  the  mortgage 
until  the  aggregate  of  the  sums  so  paid  was  $974.20, 
exceeding  in  amount  the  money  obtained  by  the  loan,  to- 
gether with  ten  per  cent,  annual  interest  thereon,  the  high- 
est rate  permitted  by  law  except  to  domestic  loan  associa- 
tions. Thereupon  the  plaintiff  begun  this  action,  seeking 
a  satisfaction  of  the  mortgage  and  a  cancellation  of  it  of 
record.  The  answer  sets  out  in  full  the  instruments  com- 
plained of  in  the  petition  and  prays  that  "if  the  court 
should  find  the  original  contract  made  between  the  de- 
fendant and  said  Williams  is  not  enforceable,  then,  in 
any  event,  the  court  will  find  the  defendant  is  entitled  to 
legal  interest,  to  wit,  seven  per  cent,  on  all  moneys  fur- 
nished the  said  Williams,"  and  that  if  there  should  be 
found  any  excess  of  the  same  over  the  amount  paid,  the 
defendant  have  a  decree  of  foreclosure  and  sale  of  the 
mortgaged  premises  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  same.  It 
was  denied  that  the  contract  was  usurious,  and  objected 
that  if  it  had  been  so,  the  plaintiff,  not  being  a  party  to  it, 
could  not  avail  herself  of  that  fact  as  a  defense.  The  court 
found  that  the  transaction  was  not  usurious,  and  that 
there  was  due  the  defendant  thereon  the  sum  of  $274.74. 
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and  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  and  rendered  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  and  sale  for  the  satisfaction  of  that  sum  and 
costs  of  suit.  The  plaintiff  brings  the  case  to  this  court 
by  appeal. 

The  role  is  well  established  that  the  defense  of  usury  is 
personal  and  can  not  be  made  by  one  not  a  party  to  the 
contract,  but  in  our  opinion  the  transaction  in  suit  is 
something  more  than  a  merely  usurious  loan  of  money. 
The  defendant  was  engaged  in  the  carrying  on  of  an  un- 
lawful and  prohibited  business  out  of  which  the  obligation 
in  question  arose.  The  note  or  "bond,"  the  payment  of 
which  the  mortgage  was  executed  to  secure,  contracts  for 
the  payment  of  92.50  per  month  as  interest  upon  the  loan, 
being  a  sum  a  little  lens  than  six  per  cent,  annual  interest, 
but  it  also  stipulates  for  the  monthly  payment  of  $2.50  as 
premiums.  It  is  this  last  item  which  taints  the  transac- 
tion with  usury,  but  in  addition  thereto  it  is  without  law- 
ful consideration  and  is  void,  and  being  separable  and 
separated  from  the  otherwise  lawful  agreement  to  pay 
interest,  it  may  be  successfully  defended  against  by  any- 
one against  whom  it  is  sought  to  be  enforced.  But  there  is 
another  and  analogous 'reason  why  the  plaintiff  ought  to 
prevail.  In  any  view  of  the  case  the  mortgage  was  oper- 
ative at  most,  only  for  the  repayment  of  the  valid- part  of 
the  debt  which  did  not  exceed,  if  it  equaled,  the  principal 
sum  loaned  with  lawful  interest  thereon,  and  the  payment 
of  this  sum  by  whomsoever  made  discharged  the  lien. 
There  is  authority  for  holding  that  the  repayment  of  the 
principal  alone  would  have  had  this  effect,  because  the 
agreement  to  pay  interest,  being  usurious,  was  wholly 
void. 

Inasmuch  as  it  appears  to  us  from  the  whole  record  that 
no  defense  to  the  petition  has  been  or  can  be  made  out,  it 
is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  with  instructions  to 
enter  a  decree  for  the  plaintiff  as  prayed. 

Duffie  and  Albert,  CO.,  concur. 
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The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  with  instructions  to  enter  a  decree  for  the 
plaintiff  as  prayed. 

Reversed  with  directions. 


Elizabeth  Dufrene,  Executrix  of  the  Estate  of 
Alfred  R.  Dufrene,  Deceased,  v.  Lbverett  M.  An- 
derson ET  Ali. 

Filed  Aran.  17,  1902.    No.  *11,58B. 
Commlnoloner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:    CoifFLienno  Evidence.     Findings  of  fact  by  a 

trial  court  from  conflicting  evidence  will  not  be  disturbed  upon 
error  or  appeal,  unless  clearly  wrong. 

2.  Pleading:    Amending  to  Conform  to  Pboof.     It  la  not  error  by  a 

district  court  to  deny  an  application  for  leave  to  amend  a  petition 
to  conform  to  the  facts  proved  in  a  case  in  which  he  finds,  from 
sufficient  evidence,  that  the  facts  sought  to  be  pleaded  have  not 
been  proved!  • 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Pawcett,  J.     Affirmed. 

B.  N.  Robertson,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

W.  A.  Saunders,  contra. 

Ames,  C. 

This  is  an  action  in  the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill  seek- 
ing to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  real  estate  as  having  been 
made  in  fraud  of  creditors.  In  1892,  the  defendants  in  er- 
ror, L.  M.  Anderson  and  his  wife,  Ella  S.  Anderson,  be- 
came indebted  to  the  testator  of  the  plaintiff,  Alfred  R. 
Dufrene,  upon  a  note  and  a  mortgage  upon  certain  lands 
in  Douglas  county.  The  petition  alleges  that  in  Novem- 
ber, 1896,  the  mortgaged  property  was  sold  under  a  decree 
of  foreclosure,  and  a  personal  judgment,  for  a  deficiency 
of  the  proceeds  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  decree,  rendered 
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against  the  mortgagors.  Dufrene  died  testate  in  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  and  in  May,  1899,  the  judgment  was  revived  in 
the  name  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  as  the  executrix  of  his 
will.  On  the  day  following  the  revivor  an  execution  was 
issued  and  returned  reciting  that  no  goods  or  chattels  or 
lands  or  tenements  could  be  found  in  the  county  in  the 
possession  of,  or  the  title  to  which  was  in,  the  defendant 
in  the  writ,  but  showing  a  levy  upon  the  lots  in  contro- 
versy, the  possession  and  title  of  record  of  which  were  in 
the  defendant  in  error,  Arthur  L.  Anderson,  and  immedi- 
ately thereafter  this  suit  was  begun.  With  respect  to  this 
property  it  was  alleged  that  it  was  conveyed  by  Leverett 
M.  Anderson  and  his  wife  to  their  son,  the  defendant,  Ar- 
thur L.  Anderson,  by  a  deed  bearing  date  October  10, 1894, 
and  made  of  record  January  14,  1896,  and  it  was  averred 
that  the  deed  was  without  consideration  and  was  executed 
for  the  purpose  of  hindering,  delaying  and  defrauding  the 
creditors  of  the  grantor  and  particularly  the  plaintiff  and 
her  testator,  hut  it  was  not  alleged  that  the  grantee  had 
knowledge  of  that  purpose  or  that  the  grantor  was  in- 
solvent at  that  time,  but  he  was  alleged  so  to  be  at  the  date 
of  the  beginning  of  this  action,  but  it  was  not  shown  when 
knowledge  of  a  fraudulent  intent,  if  any,  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants,  or  either  of  them,  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  plaintiff  or  her  testator,  nor  was  any  fact  pleaded 
indicating  in  what  such  an  intent  consisted  or  how  it  was 
evidenced.  The  mere  charge  that  the  conveyance  was 
fraudulent,  without  any  allegation  of  insolvency  at  the 
time  it  was  made,  or  of  any  other  circumstance  showing 
how  it  could  at  that  time  have  been  supposed  to  have  that 
character,  is  no  more  than  the  assertion  of  a  conclusion  of 
law.  The  deed  was  made  and  possession  taken  under  it 
more  than  two  years  before  rendition  of  the  testator's 
judgment,  and  more  than  four  years  prior  to  the  beginning 
of  this  action.  It  does  not  appear  that  at  the  time  of  the 
conveyance  the  grantor  had  any.other  unsecured  creditor 
than  the  plaintiff's  testator,  or  that  it  was  then  known  or 
suspected  that  the  mortgaged  property  was  or  would  be 
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of  insufficient  value  to  discharge  the  debt  which  it  was 
pledged  to  secure.  Separate  answers  were  filed,  denying 
any  fraudulent  intent  and  averring  a  consideration  for 
the  conveyance  of  $500,  and  the  assumption  of  apparent 
tax  liens  to  the  amount  of  $1,600.  Both  these  items  are 
uncontradicted  by  the  evidence,  though  it  is  shown  that, 
as  the  result  of  litigation,  a  part  of  the  taxes  were  de- 
feated. The  testimony  of  witnesses  as  to  the  value  of  the 
property  varies  from  $2,500  to  $6,000.  Replies  were  filed 
to  each  of  the  answers,  amounting,  in  substance,  to  gen- 
eral denials,  and  the  cause  proceeded  to  trial.  The  evi- 
dence with  respect  to  all  the  matters  of  fact  in  issue  except 
as  above  mentioned  was  conflicting,  and  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  trial  the  court  found  generally  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendants and  rendered  a  judgment  dismissing  the  action 
and  for  costs.  After  the  trial  had  ended,  but  before  the 
judgment  was  rendered,  the  plaintiff  aaked  leave  to  amend 
his  petition  by  inserting  an  allegation  to  the  effect  that 
after  the  conveyance  in  question  had  been  made,  the 
grantor  did  not  have  enough  property  left  to  pay  his 
debts,  and  that  the  grantee  had  notice  of  the  fraudulent 
intent  charged.  This  application  was  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, as  averred  in  the  motion,  of  conforming  the  plead- 
ing to  the  facts  proved,  but  was  denied  by  the  court.  The 
motion  for  a  new  trial  and  petition  in  error  assign  this 
ruling  for  error,  and  also  that  the  findings  and  judgment 
are  not  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence  and  are  contrary 
to  law. 

Practically  there  is  but  a  single  assignment  of  error, 
for  if  the  judgment  is  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence  then 
the  proposed  amendment,  if  permitted,  would  not  have 
conformed  the  petition  to  the  facts  proved,  but  would  have 
brought  it  into  express  conflict  therewith.  The  case  is, 
therefore,  to  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  familiar 
rule  that  findings  of  fact  by  a  trial  court  from  conflicting 
evidence  will  not  be  disturbed  upon  error  or  appeal.  From 
a  review  of  the  whole  record  we  are  not  able  to  say  that 
the  findings  and  judgment  are  not  sustained  by  sufficient 
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evidence.  The  witnesses  were  before  the  district  judge, 
who  had  peculiar  opportunities  for  judging  of  their  char- 
acter and  truthfulness  and  of  ascertaining  the  real  nature 
of  the  transaction  being  investigated,  and  the  situation 
of  the  parties  thereto.  After  a  long  and  thorough  trial  in- 
volving the  hearing  of  more  than  four  hundred  pages  of 
testimony,  his  conclusions  may  fairly  he  presumed  to  be 
correct.  It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict coort  be  affirmed. 

Duffie  and  Albeet,  CC,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

Note. — A  rehearing  was  granted  In  the  above  case  and  a  final  opinion 
filed  January  S,  1903,  reversing  the  above  decision  and  reversing  the 
judgment  of  the  court  below.  The  final  opinion  by  Albert  C,  may  be 
found  In  66  Neb.,  — ,  93  N.  W.  Rep..  139.— Reporter. 


Ada  E.  Hdbbaed,  Exectjtbix  of  the  Last  Will  of  George 
P.  Hubbard,  Deceased,  appellee,  v.  Catharine  Hen- 
nessey, APPELLANT. 

Filed  Aran,  17, 1902.    No.  11,695.    ' 

Com  miss  loner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Mortgage     Foreclosure:      TIMB    OF    FnJMO    COPY    OF    Appraisal: 

Sheriff's  Return.  The  fact  that  the  copy  of  the  appraisement 
was  not  filed  until  the  fourth  day  following  the  one  on  which  It 
was  made,  does  not  of  Itself  show  that  the  sheriff's  return  that 
he  filed  It  "forthwith"  la  Incorrect. 

2.  Mortgage   Foreclosure:     Filing   Copt  of   Appraisal   "Forthwith": 

Statutes.  "Forthwith,"  aa  used  In  section  491d  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  means  aa  soon  aa  with  reasonable  dispatch  In 
the  ordinary  course  of  business  It  can  be  done. 

3.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Appraisal  too  Low:    Fraud.    An  appraise- 

ment duly  made  of  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  a  Judicial  sale 
can  not  be  successfully  attacked  solely  on  the  ground  that  the 
property  has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  make  the  low  valuation 
a  successful  ground  of  attack  on  the  appraisement  It  must  be  chal- 
lenged for  fraud.     Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  56  Neb.,  61. 
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Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  DiokinsoNj  J.    Affirmed. 

Hiram  A.  Stwrges,  for  appellant. 

V.  O.  Strickler,  contra. 

Day,  O. 

This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  confirming  a  judicial 
sale  of  real  estate  made  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  mort- 
gage foreclosure.  A  number  of  the  objections  to  the  con- 
firmation relate  to  alleged  irregularities  in  the  certificates 
of  liens  as  furnished  by  the  county  and  city  treasurers 
upon  the  request  of  the  sheriff.  It  will  not  be  necessary 
to  consider  any  of  these  objections,  because  the  record 
shows  that  at  the  sale  the  premises  brought  an  amount 
equal  to  the  gross  value  of  the  real  estate  as  fixed  by  the 
appraisers.  Granting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the 
taxes  were  wrongfully  deducted,  still  it  is  apparent  that 
appellant  suffered  no  injury  by  the  reduction. 

Another  objection  urged  is  that  a  copy  of  the  appraisal 
was  not  filed  with  the  clerk  "forthwith."  The  return  of 
the  sheriff  shows  that  the  copy  was  "forthwith"  deposited 
with  the  clerk  of  the  court.  This  return  is  not  impeached 
by  the  fact  that  it  was  deposited  with  the  clerk  on  January 
16,  while  the  appraisement  was  made  January  12.  "Forth- 
with," as  used  in  section  4i)lrf  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, means  as  soon  as  with  reasonable  dispatch  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  business  it  can  be  done.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  record  to  show  that  such  dispatch  was  not  used 
in  this  case.  Northwestern  College  v.  Shreck,  ante,  page 
484,  89  N.  W.  Rep.,  289.  A  copy  of  the  appraisement  was 
filed  before  the  first  publication  of  the  notice  of  sale. 

An  objection  is  also  urged  that  the  appraisement  was 
too  low.  The  appellant's  affidavit,  the  only  one  filed,  fixed 
the  value  of  the  premises  at  $2,500 ;  while  the  value  as  fixed 
by  the  appraisers  was  $1,600.  No  claim  of  fraud  is  made. 
The  rule  is  now  well  settled  that  where  an  appraisement 
56 
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of  real  estate  has  been  duly  made  for  the  purpose  of  judi- 
cial sale,  it  can  not  Ik1  successfully  attacked  solely  on  the 
ground  that  the  property  has  heen  appraised  too  low.  To 
use  the  low  valuation  as  a  successful  basis  for  attacking 
the  appraisement,  it  must  he  alleged  and  proved  that  it 
was  fraudulent.  Brown  v.  Fitzpatriek,  56  Neb.,  61 ;  Mill* 
v.  Earner,  55  Neb.,  445;  Nelson  r.  Ailing,  58  Neb.,  606; 
Ecklund  v.  Willi*.  44  Neb.,  129;  Kearney  Land  rf  Invest- 
ment Co.  v.  Aspinicall,  45  Neb.,  601;  Itallou  v.  Shertoood, 
58  Neb.,  20,  78  N".  W.  Rep.,  383;  Loclwood  v.  Cook,  58 
Neb.,  302,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  624;  Michigan  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Co.  r.  Hichter,  58  Neb.,  463,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  932. 
We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Kibkpateick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 


A.  L.  Van  Doren  et  al.,  appellants,  v.  Empkie-Shugabt 
Company,  appellee. 

Fii-ed  Apbu,  17,  1902.    No.  11,606. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Appeal  and  Error:  Review  or  Law  Action  on  Appeal.  The  proceefl- 
IngB  of  a  district  court  In  an  action  at  law  can  not  be  reviewed  In 
this  court  on  appeal. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Appeal  dismissed. 

John  8.  Bishop,  for  appellants. 

T.  J.  Doyle,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  cause  of  action  was  instituted  by  the  appellee 
against  the  appellants  on  three  promissory  notes  in  the 
county  court  of  Lancaster  county,  Nebraska.  Appellee 
had  judgment  in  the  county  court;  appellants  instituted 
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error  proceedings  to  reverse  this  judgment  in  the  district 
court.  Their  petition  in  error  was  dismissed  by  the  dis- 
trict court  and  they  dow  Beek  to  review  that  action  here1 
on  appeal.  This  they  can  not  do,  as  this  was  an  action  at 
law  and  can  only  he  reviewed  in  this  court  on  proceedings 
in  error.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  appeal  he 
dismissed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Appeal  dismissed. 


Peter  Gow,  appellee,  v.  Matt  Gahlon  et  al.,  appel- 
lants, Impleaded  with  the  Nebraska  Savings  & 
Exchange  Bank  et  al.,  appellees. 

Filtd  Aran.  17,  1802.     No.  11,621. 
Commieakmer'a  opinion.    Department  No.  8. 
Xortgage  Foreclosure:    Apfkaj.  fbom  Confirmation. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.     Affirmed. 

Holmes  &  Morgan,  for  appellants. 

Hamilton  &  Maxwell,  contra. 


This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  confirmation  of  the 
sale  of  real  estate  under  a  decree  of  mortgage  foreclosure. 
No  reason  is  assigned  why  the  sale  should  be  set  aside,  and 
it  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  order  appealed  from 
be  affirmed. 


Dupfib  and  Albert,  CC,  concur. 
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The  Fiest  National  Bank  op  Omaha,  appbllee,  Im- 
pleaded with  Mathewson  T.  Patrick  bt  al.,  appel- 
lees, v.  East  Omaha  Box  Company  et  al.,  appel- 
lants. 

Filed  Aran,  17,  1902.    No.  11,636. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  S. 

1.  Corporations:     Authority   to   Incumber  or  Tkaksfkb  Property   bt 

Trust  Deed:  How  GBanTm:  Notice.  A  resolution  which,  author- 
izes the  officers  of  a  corporation  to  convey  away  or  Incumber  all 
of  its  property  by  a  trust  agreement  and  a  deed  to  trustees  must 
at  least  be  adopted  by  a  majority  of  tbe  board  of  directors  duly 
assembled  at  a  regular  or  called  meeting  of  which  due  notice  must 
have  first  been  given.  A  resolution  of  that  kind  adopted  at  a 
called  meeting  of  which  tbe  proper  notice  had  not  been  given,  and 
at  which  only  one  director  was  actually  present  who  voted  for 
himself  and  for  another  absent  director  by  proxy,  Is  not  the  act 
of  the  corporation  and  Is  void. 

2.  Corporations:     Unlawful  Transits  or   Property:     Ratification- 

Creditors.  The  action  of  the  officers  of  a  corporation  based  upon 
such  void  resolution  Is  void;  but  it  may  be  ratified  by  the  directors 
or  stockholders  by  proper  corporate  action  for  that  purpose,  and 
also  by  a  continued  acquiescence  therein  on  the  part  of  the  stock- 
holders with  full  knowledge  of  all  of  the  facts,  but  such  ratifica- 
tion can  not  make  the  transaction  valid  as  to  third  persons,  credit- 
ors, where  the  same  unlawfully  hinders  and  delays  them  In  the 
collection  of  their  Just  claims  against  the  corporation. 

3.  Corporations:    Trust  Deed  fn  Fraud  or  Creditors:    Evidence.     The 

fact  that  a  corporation,  which  Is  being  pressed  by  its  creditors  for 
the  payment  of  their  claims,  makes  a  trust  agreement  and  deed, 
whereby  It  conveys  practically  all  of  Its  property  to  trustees  to 
secure  debts  due,  to  the  amount  of  about  12,500  and  additional 
credit  up  to  $10,000,  that  Its  property  so  conveyed  Is  worth  many 
times  that  amount,  and  that  such  conveyance  did  in  fact  hinder 
and  delay  its  other  creditors  and  prevent  them  from  collecting 
their  Just  claims  against  it,  taken  together  with  conflicting  evi- 
dence on  the  question  ot  the  Intention  of  the  parties  to  the  transac- 
tion and  all  the  other  facts  and  circumstances  surrounding  It. 
Is  sufficient  to  sustain  the  finding  of  the  trial  court  that  the  act 
was  fraudulent  and  void  as  to  Buch  creditors. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas   county. 
Tried  below  before  Pawcbtt,  J.    Affirmed. 
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Montgomery  &  Hall,  for  appellants. 

The  burden  of  showing  that  Malford  did  not  have  au- 
thority to  make  the  contract  for  the  East  Omaha  Box  Com- 
pany is  upon  the  plaintiffs.  Gorder  v.  Plattsmouth  Can- 
ning Co.,  3fi  Neb.,  548;  Patterson  v.  Robinson,  116  N.  Y., 
193;  Sherman  Center  Town  Co.  v.  Svrigart,  43  Kan.,  292. 

The  East  Omaha  Box  Company  announced  to  the  world 
that  H.  B.  Mnlford  was  the  party  with  whom  all  contracts 
should  be  made  and  that  he  was  vested  with  full  power  to 
enter  into  the  same,  and  so  his  contracts  bind  the  com- 
pany and  all  interested.  Haicley  v.  Gray,  106  Cal.,  337; 
Fitzgerald  d  Mallory  Const  ruction  Co.  v.  Fitzgerald,  137 
U.  S.,  98, 109;  Martin  v.  Niagara  Falls  Payer  Co.,  122  N. 
Y.,  165;  Davies  v.  New  York  Concert  Co.,  13  N.  Y.  Supp., 
739,  742;  McElroy  v.  Minnesota  Percheron  Horse  Co.,  71 
N.  VV.  Rep.  [Wis.],  652;  Preston  National  Bank  v.  Smith, 
47  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  502,  504;  Thayer  v.  Nehalem  Mill 
Co.,  51  Pac.  Rep.  [Ore.],  202;  Taylor  v.  Labeaumc,  17  Mo., 
338,  344;  Hoskins  v.  Sicain,  61  Cal.,  338;  Cary-Halidy 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Cain,  13  So.  Rep.  [Miss.],  239;  Olcott  v. 
Tioga  R.  Co.,  27  N.  Y.,  546;  Kraft  v.  Freeman  Printing  & 
Publishing  Co.,  87  N.  Y.,  628;  German  Fire  Insurance  Co. 
v.  Grunert,  112  III.,  68,  75;  Roscmond  v.  Northirestern 
Autographic  Register  Co.,  64  N.  W.  Rep.  [Minn.],  925. 

Even  if  Mulford  had  no  authority  to  make  the  contract, 
yet  the  company,  by  acquiescence  in,  and  failure  to  re- 
pudiate such  agreement,  and  accepting  benefit  under  it, 
ratified  and  is  bound  by  it.  German  National  Bunk  of 
Hastings  v.  First  National  Bank  of  Hastings,  59  Neb.,  7; 
Merchants'  Bank  of  .Lincoln  v.  Rudolf,  5  Neb.,  527,  540; 
Stough  v.  Ponca  Mill  Co.,  54  Neb.,  500;  Rich  v.  State  Na- 
tional Bank  of  IAneoln,  7  Neb.,  201;  Thomas  v.  City  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Hastings,  40  Neb.,  501,  506;  Johnston  v. 
Milwaukee  &  Wyoming  Investment  Co.,  49  Neb.,  68;  Alex- 
ander v.  Culbertson  Irrigation  &  Water-Power  Co.,  61 
Neb.,  333,  85  N.  W.  Rep.,  283;  Reed  Bros.  Co.  v.  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Weeping  Water,  46  Neb.,  168 ;  Thompson, 
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Corporations,  sections  5291,  5303;  2  Cook,  Corporations 
[4tli  ed.},  sections  712,  716,  717;  12  American  Digest 
[Century  ed.],  section  1557;  Jonrdan.  v.  Long  Island  R. 
Co.,  115  N.  Y.,  380;  Beach  v.  Miller,  130  111.,  162;  Stain- 
hack  v.  Junk  Brothers  Lumber  Co.,  39  S.  W.  Rep.  [Tenn.], 
530;  Witter  v.  Grand  Rapids  Flouring  Mill  Co.,  78  Wis., 
543 ;  Baker  v.  Sarpster,  42  Kan.,  511 ;  Pittsburg,  G.  £  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  v.  Keokuk  <&  H.  Bridge  Co.,  131  U.  S.',  371,  381 ; 
Gordcr  v.  1'lattsm^uth  Canning  Co.,  36  Neb.,  548;  Omaha 
Consolidated  Vinegar  Co.  v.  Burns,  49  Neb.,  229;  Com- 
mercial National  Bank  of  Omaha  v.  Merchants'  Exchange 
National  Bank  of  New  York,  47  Neb.,  217,  222;  Martin  v. 
Webb,  110  U.  S.,  7;  Fifth  National  Bank  v.  Navassa  Phos- 
phate Co.,  23  N.  E.  Rep.  [N.  T.],  737;  Davies  v.  New  York 
Convert  Co.,  13  N.  Y.  Snpp.,  739;  West  Salem  Land  Co.  v. 
Montgomery  Co.,  15  S.  E.  Rep.  [Va.],  524. 

The  company  deliberately  recognized  the  debt  con- 
tracted by  Mulford  and  thus  ratified  the  contract  and  ib 
bound  by  it.  Seal  v.  Puget  Sound  Loan  &  Investment  Co., 
32  Pac.  Rep.  [Wash.],  214.  A  corporation  may  ratify  an 
unauthorized  act  including  the  giving  of  a  corporate  mort- 
gage :  Purser  v.  Eagle  Lalce  Land  <£  Irrigation  Co.,  43  Pac. 
Rep.  [Cal.],  523;  Allis  v.  Jones,  45  Fed.  Rep.  148;  Union 
P.  R.  Co.  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.,  51  Fed.  Rep.,  309. 

The  plaintiffs,  being  subsequent  judgment  creditors,  can 
not  avoid  the  trust  agreement  under  the  circumstances 
without  showing  actual  fraud.  O'Connor  Mining  &  Mfg. 
Co.  v.  Vonsa  Furnace  Co.,  95  Ala.,  614;  Hamilton  Trust 
Co.  v.  Clemens,  17  N.  Y.  App.  Div.,  152;  Welch  v.  Impor- 
ters rf  Traders'  National  Bank,  25  N.  E.  Rep.  [N.  Y.],  269 ; 
Manhattan  Hardtcarc  Co.  v.  Phalcn,  128  Pa.  St.,  110;  Gor- 
don v.  Preston,  1  Watts  [Pa.],  385. 

Isaac  E.  Congdon  and  Thomas  Creigh,  contra. 

An  agent,  general  manager,  or  other  officer  of  a  corpora- 
tion has  no  authority  to  convey  or  mortgage  the  entire 
property  of  the  corporation.  Despatch  Line  of  Packets  v. 
Bellamy  Mfg.  Co.,  12  N.  H.,  205;  People  v.  Ballard,  134 
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N.  Y.,  269,  296;  Hennessey  v.  Muhleman,  27  Misc.  Rep. 
[N.  Y.],  232. 

Corporate  action  is  required  to  ratify  an  invalid  con- 
tract. Sellers  v.  Greer,  172  111.,  549;  Cook,  Stock  and 
Stockholders  [3d  ed.],  section  709;  Despatch  Line  of  Pack- 
rt*  r.  Bellamy  Mfg.  Co.,  12  N.  H.,  205;  Humphreys  v.  Mr- 
Kissock,  140  U.  8.,  304. 

The  trust  deed  was  executed  with  the  intent  of  hinder- 
ing and  delaying,  if  not  defrauding,  appellees.  The  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  a  conveyance  is  fraudulent  is  one  of 
fact.  Dayton  Spice  Mills  v.  Sloan,  49  Neb.,  622;  Grand 
Inland  Hanking  Go.  x>.  Costello,  45  Neb.,  119;  Houck  v. 
Hrmxman,  37  Neb.,  463;  Shericin  v.  Gaqhagen,  39  Neb., 
238. 

The  disproportionate  value  of  the  plant  to  the  amount 
the  trust  agreement  attempted  to  secure  is  evidence  to  be 
considered  in  the  determination  of  the  question  of  fraudu- 
lent intent,  or  intent  to  hinder  or  delay.  Kilpatrick-Kooh 
Dry  Goods  Vo.  v.  Mrl'heily,  37  Neb.,  800;  Shcrwln  v.  Gag- 
Im'i/rn,  39  Neb.,  238;  Kil  pat  rich-Koch  Dry  Goods  Co. 
Bremen,  44  Nek,  863;  Grand  Island  Banking  Co.  v.  Cos 
tello,  45  Neb.,  119;  KU/nitrick-Korh  Dry  Goods  Co.  % 
Strauss,  45  Neb.,  793;  Tuclaberry  v.  Gilmore,  57  Neb. 
450,  78  N.  W.  Rep.,  32;  Henney  Buggy  Go.  v.  Ashcnfelter. 
60  Neb.,  1,  82  N.  W.  Rep.,  118;  Ogg  v.  Schultz,  61  Neb., 
221,  85  N.  W.  Rep.,  64;  Ellin  v.  MusttelmaAi,  61  Neb.,  262, 
85  N.  W.  Rep.,  75. 

Barnbb,  C. 

On  the  ,26th  day  of  March,  1898,  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Omaha,  Mathcwson  T.  Patrick,  Burlington  Lum- 
ber Company,  Rand  Lumber  Company,  William  Walter 
B~ady,  assignee,  Joseph  R.  Lehmer  and  C.  J.  Leaure  filed 
I  heir  petition  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county  in 
the  nature  of  a  creditors'  bill  against  the  East  Omaha  Box 
Company,  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company,  Harry  B.  Mill- 
ford,  Henry  P.  Oady,  U.  V.  Cady  Lumber  Company, 
Omaha  Bridge  and  Terminal  Railway  Company,  Alfred 
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B.  De  Long  and  James  S.  White,  trustees,  and  the  Omaha 
Box  Company,  to  set  aside  certain  conveyances  in  the 
nature  of  trust  deeds,  contracts,  mortgages  and  bills  of 
-sale  made  by  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  to  James  S. 
White,  trustee,  for  Henry  F.  Cady  and  H.  F.  Cady  Lum- 
ber Company,  and  Alfred  B.  De  Long,  as  trustee  for  the 
Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  and  by  the 
East  Omaha  Land  Company  to  the  said  trustees,  and  to 
subject  the  property  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  to 
the  payment  of  their  claims.  The  petition  was  in  the 
usual  form  of  a  creditors'  bill,  and  alleged,  in  substance, 
ufter  setting  forth  in  paragraph  one  the  corporate  organi- 
zation of  certain  of  the  plaintiffs,  that  each  of  the  several 
plaintiff's  had  obtained  judgments  in  several  different 
amounts,  which  were  set  forth  therein,  against  the  East 
Omaha  Box  Company;  that  execution  on  each  of  the  said 
several  judgments  had  been  issued  and  returned  by  the 
proper  officer  unsatisfied  for  want  of  goods  and  chattels ; 
that  on  the  11th  day  of  August,  1890,  the  East  Omaha 
Land  Company,  then  the  owner  in  fee  of  lots  13,  14,  15 
and  16  in  block  4,  in  the  subdivision  of  lot  15,  in  East 
Omaha,  Douglas  county,  state  of  Nebraska,  being  desirous 
of  establishing  manufacturing  plants  on  said  lots  and 
uear  its  lands  in  said  East  Omaha  adjacent  thereto,  and 
thereby  to  enhance  the  value  of  its  other  lands,  entered 
into  a  written  contract  with  Harry  B.  Mulford,  which 
in  substance  provided  that  said  Mulford  should  enter  upon 
said  lots  and  should,  on  or  by  the  first  of  December,  1890, 
erect  thereon  a  brick  building  100  x  115  feet,  two  stories 
high,  together  with  an  engine  and  boiler  house,  towards 
the  cost  of  which  building  the  said  East  Omaha  Land 
Company  should  contribute  the  sum  of  $4,000;  and  that 
said  Mulford  should,  upon  the  completion  of  said  build- 
ings, commence  on  and  in  Baid  premises,  consisting  of 
lots  and  buildings,  the  manufacture  of  wooden  boxes,  and 
continue  in  said' manufacture  for  the  period  of  five  years, 
from  the  first  day  of  August,  1890,  with  an  average  uum- 
her  of  not  less  than  fifty  employees.     At  the  expiration 
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of  said  five  years  said  East  Omaha  Land  Company  should 
execute  and  deliver  to  Mulford,  or  hie  assigns,  a  good  and 
sufficient  warranty  deed,  conveying  the  fee-simple  title 
of  and  to  said  lots  to  Mulford,  or  his  assigns,  provided 
Mulford  kept  the  agreements  in  the  contract ;  that  upon 
the  execution  of  the  contract  Mulford  entered  into  the 
possession  of  the  lots  and  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
buildings;  that  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company  con- 
tributed the  sum  of  $4,000  towards  their  cost,  and  that 
Mulford  expended  on  said  buildings  and  in  plaeing  the 
machinery  therein  more  than  the  sum  of  $40,000;  that 
the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  of  which  Mulford  was 
the  secretary,  treasurer  and  general  manager,  continu- 
ously operated  the  plant  and  conducted  the  business  of 
manufacturing  wooden  boxes  on  the  property  for  more 
than  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  contract,  and  in  all 
things*  fully  complied  with  the  terms  of  it.  That  Mulford 
and  his  assignee,  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  are 
entitled  to  have  and  receive  a  conveyance  in  fee  simple  of 
the  said  lots  free  and  clear  of  all  claims  whatsoever  of  the 
East  Omaha  Land  Company;  that  on  or  about  the  15th 
day  of  June,  1893,  Mulford  caused  to  be  organized  a  cor- 
poration under  the  name  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Com- 
pany, with  the  purposes  and  intent  that  the  property 
should  be  transferred  to  it;  and  after  the  organization 
of  the  said  East  Omaha  Box  Company  Mulford  sold,  trans- 
ferred and  assigned  all  bis  right,  title  and  interest  in  and 
to  the  property  and  in  and  to  the  said  contract  with  the 
East  Omaha  Land  Company  to  the  said  East  Omaha  Box 
Company;  that  thereafter  Mulford  continued  in  charge 
of  the  property  as  chief  manager  thereof;  that  the  stock 
of  said  company  was  chiefly  owned  and  controlled  by 
said  Mulford,  and  other  members  of  his  family;  that  the 
East  Omaha  Box  Company,  as  such  corporation,  con- 
tinued to  be  the  equitable  owner  of  the  real  estate  and 
the  lawful  owners  of  the  personal  property  connected  with 
the  said  manufacturing  plant;  that  said  plant  was,  and 
continued   to  be,  of  great  value,   and   that  during   the 
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course  of  the  business  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the 
East  Omaha  Box  Company  there  was  contracted  the 
liabilities  and  obligations  which  became  the  consideration 
for  the  various  judgments  pleaded  in  the  petition.  That 
afterwards,  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of  January,  1895, 
the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  and  the  East  Omaha  Land 
Company,  both  being  desirous  of  extending  the  credit 
of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  entered  into  a  con- 
tract in  writing  with  Henry  F.  Cady,  then  doing  business 
as  H.  F.  Cady  Lumber  Company,  and  the  Omaha  Bridge 
and  Terminal  Railway  Company,  which  written  coatract 
provided  in  substance  as  follows:  That  said  Cady  should 
furnish  lumber  to  said  East  Omaha  Box  Company  at  the 
market  price,  and  extend  credit  therefor  up  to  the  sum 
of  $7,500;  said  Omaha  Bridge  and  Terminal  Railway 
Company  should  transfer  freight  for  said  East  Omaha 
Box  Company  and  extend  a  credit  therefor  up  to  the  sum 
of  $2,000;  that  said  East  Omaha  Box  Company  should 
purchase  all  lumber  from  said  Cady  required  in  its  busi- 
ness, and  ship  all  its  freight  over  the  road  of  the  said 
Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  and  as  each 
bill  of  lumber  was  received,  or  shipment  made,  said  East 
Omaha  Box  Company  should  issue  its  acceptance  therefor 
at  sixty  days  to  said  Cady,  and  the  said  Omaha  Bridge 
&  Terminal  Railway  Company,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum;  that  to  secure  the 
payment  of  the  amounts  to  hecome  due  to  said  Cady  and 
the  said  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company 
said  East  Omaha  Laud  Company  should  convey  the  legal 
title,  and  the  said  East  Omaha  Box  Company  should 
convey  the  equitable  title  to  the  premises,  to- wit,  the 
manufacturing  plant  and  the  lots  on  which  it  was  sit- 
uated, to  Alfred  B.  De  Long  and  James  S.  White,  trus- 
tees; that  said  De  Long  and  the  said  White  should  lease 
said  premises  to  the  said  East  Omaha  Box  Company, 
which  should  retain  the  possession  thereof  and  conduct 
the  business;  that  the  contract  should  continue  in  force 
until  the  iirst  day  of  January,  1896;  that  if  the  said  East 
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Omaha  Box  Company  should  fail  to  pay  said  acceptances 
when  due,  said  De  Long  and  said  White,  as  trustees, 
should  be  authorized  to  declare  the  contract  ended,  the 
debts  from  the  said  East  Omaha  Box  Company  to  Cady 
and  the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company 
due,  to  declare  forfeited  all  rights  of  the  East  Omaha 
Box  Company  in  and  to  the  premises,  and  to  take  pos- 
session thereof,  to  institute  proceedings  in  foreclosure 
and  from  the  proceedings  in  the  foreclosure  sale  to  pay 
the  amounts  found  by  them  due  to  said  Cady  and  said 
Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  and  the 
balance  to  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company;  or  if  said 
East  Omaha  Land  Company  should  see  fit  to  pay  to  Cady 
and  the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company 
the  amounts  declared  due  to  them,  to  convey  said  premises 
to  the  said  East  Omaha  Land  Company ;  and  that  should 
the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  perform  the  contract  then 
to  convey  the  premises  to  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company ; 
that  when  said  contract  was  entered  into  said  East  Omaha 
Box  Company  was  indebted  to  Cady,  the  Omaha  Bridge  & 
Terminal  Railway  Company  in  large  sums,  and  was  also 
indebted  to  plaintiffs  and  other  parties,  and  was  insolv- 
ent; and  the  fact  that  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company 
was  indebted  and  insolvent  was  well  known  to  all  of  the 
parties  to  said  contract,  and  to  said  De  Long  and  to  the 
said  White;  that  at  that  time  the  lots  and  buildings 
thereon,  the  engine,  appliances  and  personal  property 
were  of  great  value,  about  the  sum  of  $60,000 ;  and  that 
the  amount  of  indebtedness  to  be  secured  to  the  said  Cady, 
the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company  was 
of  comparatively  small  amounts  as  appear  from  said  con- 
tract; that  the  purpose  and  intent  of  said  contract  was 
.to  give  Cady  and  the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway 
Company  an  unlawful  preference  over-  the  other  creditors 
of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  including  the  plaintiffs, 
and  to  further  so  place  and  manipulate  the  property  as 
to  prevent  the  plaintiffs  from  the  collection  of  their 
claims;    that  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  the  said 
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Cad;  and  the  said  East  Omaha  Land  Company  have  ever 
since  continued  to  so  manipulate  the  property  as  to 
hinder  and  delay  these  plaintiffs  in  the  collection  of  their 
claims. 

It  is  further  alleged  in  the  petition  that  in  pursuance 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract  of  January  8,  1895,  the  East 
Omaha  Land  Company  conveyed  the  legal  title  to  said 
premises,  and  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  conveyed 
the  equitable  title  thereto  to  De  Long  and  White;  and 
De  Long  and  White  executed  a  lease  for  said  premises 
to  the  East  Omaha  Bos  Company,  which  was  to  terminate 
on  the  first  of  January,  1896;  that  the  East  Omaha  Bos 
Company  continued  in  possession  of  the  premises  and 
continued  to  conduct  the  business  until  sometime  in  the 
month  of  December,  1895;  that  at  the  time  of  making 
the  contract  De  Long  was  an  employee  and  representative 
of  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company,  and  of  the  Omaha 
Bridge  &  Terminal  Company,  and  White  was  a  joint 
owner  with  and  an  employee  or  representative  of  said 
Cady;  that  during  the  month  of  December,  1895,  the  said 
parties  further  conspiring  together  to  hinder  and  delay 
the  plaintiffs  in  the  collection  of  their  claims,  and  fur- 
ther manipulating  the  property  in  the  interest  of  Cady 
and  said  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company, 
the  trustee,  White,  entered  into  the  possession  of  the 
manufacturing  plant  and  ousted  the  East  Omaha  Bos 
company  from  the  possession  thereof  under  the  pre- 
tended authority  of  the  East  Omaha  Bos  Company, 
and  converted  to  his  own  use  and  the  use  of  Cady 
and  the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Com- 
pany the  stock  of  materials,  bills  receivable,  all  accounts 
and  other  personal  property  belonging  to  the  East  Omaha 
Bos  Company,  claiming  a  right  to  do  so  by  virtue  of  a  bill  _ 
of  sale  from  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  and  there- 
upon undertook  the  conduct  of  said  box  manufacturing 
business;  that  said  pretended  authority  was  given  and 
said  bill  of  sale  executed  and  delivered  to  White  by  Mul- 
ford  as  secretary  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  but 
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Mulford  as  such  secretary  was  without  right  and  power 
to  act  in  the  premises.  That  to  farther  carry  out  said 
conspiracy  and  scheme,  to  hinder  and  delay  the  plaintiffs 
in  the  collection  of  their  claims  to  further  place  the 
property  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  heyond  the 
reach  of  its  creditors,  that  Cady  and  White  organized 
another  corporation  trader  the  name  of  H.  P.  Cady 
Lumber  Company,  with  the  purpose  and  intent  of  making 
a  further  transfer  of  the  property  to  the  last  named  cor- 
poration and  without  any  consideration  therefor,  and  to 
put  the  said  Cady  in  apparent  ownership  and  control  of 
the -East  Omaha  Box  Company;  that  thereupon,  White, 
without  authority  of  law  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
East  Omaha  Box  Company,  turned  over  the  possession 
of  the  said  manufacturing  plant  to  Henry  P.  Cady,  and 
by  a  bill  of  sale  transferred  all  of  the  personal  property 
thereof  to  the  H.  P.  Cady  Lumber  Company,  all  with  the 
pretended  assent  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  but 
in  fact  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  never  in  anywise 
acted  in  the  premises  or  gave  its  assent  thereto.  That 
to  further  carry  out  said  scheme  the  said  James  S.  White 
and  the  said  H.  P.  Cady  Lumber  Company  continued  in 
the  possession  of  said  manufacturing  plant  and  in  the 
conduct  of  its  business  until  in  the  month  of  April,  1897 ; 
that  they  converted  to  their  own  use  all  of  the  revenues 
and  profits  of  the  said  manufacturing  plant;  that  on  or 
about  the  month  of  April,  1897,  White  and  the  said  H.  P. 
Cady  Lumber  Company  ■  organized  another  corporation 
under  the  name  of  the  Omaha  Box  Company,  and,  without 
any  consideration  whatever,  the  said  White  and  the  H.  P. 
Cady  Lumber  Company  transferred  the  possession  of  the 
said  manufacturing  plant  to  the  Omaha  Box  Company; 
that  since  said  time  White  and  Cady  have  continued  in 
the  control  and  management  of  the  said  manufacturing 
plant  establishing  claim  and  title  thereto  under  the  said 
Omaha  Box  Company,  and  have  continuously  operated  the 
same  and  conducted  the  business  of  manufacturing 
wooden  boxes  and  received  and  converted  to  their  own 
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use  all  of  the  profits  arising  from  said  manufacture,  and 
have  in  no  manner  accounted  to  the  East  Omaha  Box 
Company  therefor. 

The  petition  concludes  with  the  usual  averments  of 
fraud  and  conspiracy,  and  further  charges  that  all  of  the 
matters  and  things  set  forth  in  the  petition  and  the  pro- 
ceedings had  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  pretended  convey- 
ances have  been  had  and  taken  with  intention  to  hinder 
and  delay  the  plaintiffs  and  other  creditors  of  the  EaBt 
Omaha  Box  Company  in  the  collection  of  their  several 
judgments;  the  petition  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  an 
accounting;  that  the  several  conveyances  and  contracts 
mentioned  therein  be  declared  null  and  void,  and  held  to  be 
and  to  have  been  made,  executed  and  performed  in  fraud 
of  the  rights  of  creditors  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Com- 
pany; that  the  amount  due  upon  the  several  judgments 
be  ascertained  and  the  priority  of  their  several  claims 
be  established ;  that  the  property  be  ordered  sold  to 
satisfy  snch  claims  in  the  order  of  their  priority. 

To  this  petition  the  defendants,  Henry  P.  Cady,  the 
H.  P.  Cady  Lumber  Company  and  the  Omaha  Box  Com- 
pany, filed  separate  answers,  denying  the  matter*  of 
conspiracy  and  fraud  charged  in  the  petition,  and  setting 
up  practically  the  same  contracts,  conveyances  and  trans- 
actions mentioned  therein,-  and  alleging  that  the  same 
were  made  and  executed  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose 
i  of  assisting  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  in  carrying 
on  its  business,  and  to  secure  the  amounts  due  from  it  to 
the"  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  and 
to  Henry  F.  Cady  and  the  H.  P.  Cady  Lumber  Company. 
In  addition  thereto  James  S.  White,  and  Alfred  B.  De 
Long,  as  trustees,  filed  an  answer  in  the  nature  of  a  cross- 
petition,  setting  up  the  several  contracts  and  conveyances, 
together  with  the  claims  of  the  said  Henry  F.  Cady  and 
H.  F.  Cady  Lumber  Company,  and  the  Omaha  Box  Com- 
pany, and  concluding  with  a  prayer  for  an  accounting  to 
ascertain  the  amount  due  the  said  Henry  F.  Cady  and 
the  H.  F.  Cady  Lumber  Company;    and  that  the  same 
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be  decreed  a  first  lien  upon  the  property  of  the  East 
Omaha  Box  Company ;  that  the  contracts  and  trust  deed 
be  foreclosed,  and  that  out  of  the  proceeds  the  said  claim 
of  the  said  defendant,  Henry  F.  Oady,  be  ordered  to  be  first 
paid. 

To  these  answers  the  plaintiffs  replied,  denying  the 
matters  therein  contained,  and  setting  forth  actual  and 
active  fraud  in  the  execution  of  the  deeds,  contracts  and 
agreements,  and  the  matters  and  things  done  and  per- 
formed by  the  defendants  thereunder. 

We  have  thus  set  forth,  in  ewtenso,  the  questions  raised 
by  the  pleadings  so  that  our  determination  of  the  matters 
herein  may  be  thoroughly  understood. 

Upon  these  issues  a  trial  was  had,  and  the  court  found 
for  the  plaintiffs.  The  particular  findings  which  concern 
us  in  this  investigation  are  as  follows :  "The  court  finds 
that  the  so-called  trust  agreement  dated  January  8,  1895, 
and  referred  to  in  the  petition  and  cross-petition  and  pur- 
porting to  be  executed  by  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company, 
a  corporation,  was  not  so  executed  by  such  corporation 
and  was  and  is  not  valid  as  against  the  plaintiffs,  except 
the  plaintiff,  Mathewson  T.  Patrick."  Upon  these  find- 
ings, together  with  others,  the  court  made  the  following 
decree:  "It  is  therefore  considered  and  adjudged  that 
the  interest  of  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company,  the  East 
Omaha  Box  Company,  Omaha  Box  Company,  Omaha 
Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  Alfred  B.  De  Long, 
James  S.  White,  trustees,  and  Harry  B.  Mulford,  in  the 
property  hereinbefore  described,  and  of  all  those  claiming 
by,  through  or  under  them,  be  forever  barred  and  fore- 
closed; and  that  said  property  be  sold  as  upon  execution 
according  to  law,  and  that  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof 
there  be  paid,  first  the  costs  of  this  action ;  second,  the 
amounts  with  interest  hereinbefore  found'  to  be  due  the 
first  National  Bank  of  Omaha,  Burlington  Lumber  Com- 
pany, Rand  Lumber  Company,  William  Walter  Brady, 
assignee,  Joseph  R.  Lehmer,  C.  J.  Lesnre  and  Henry  F. 
Cady,  and  if  there  be  not  enough  realized  from  the  sale 
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of  said  premises  to  pay  such  amounts  in  full,  then  the 
proceeds  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  property,  after 
paying  the  costs,  shall  be  ratably  distributed  among  such 
parties;  that  after  the  payment  of  the  foregoing  amounts, 
if  anything  remains  from  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  it 
shall  be  paid  to  the  plaintiff,  Algernon  S.  Patrick,  execu- 
tor of  the  will  of  Mathewson  T.  Patrick,  deceased,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  amount 
found  herein  to  be  due  him,  with  interest;  the  balance, 
if  any  remain,  to  be  brought  into  court  to  await  further 
orders  in  the  premises." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  all  of  the  plaintiffs,  except 
Patrick,  and  the  defendant,  Henry  P.  Cady,  were  placed 
upon  the  same  footing,  and  were  entitled  to  share  ratably 
in  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  premises  and  property  in 
question.  Prom  this  decree  Henry  F.  Cady  appeals  to  this 
court,  and  contends  that  the  finding  is  not  sustained  by 
the  evidence  and  is  contrary  to  law.  The  undisputed  facts 
established  upon  the  trial  are :  That  in  the  year  1890  the 
East  Omaha  Land  Company  entered  into  the  contract 
with  Harry  B.  Mulford  to  donate  to  him  the  lots,  and 
94,000  in  money  as  a  bonus  and  for  which  he  was  to  build 
and  maintain  a  box  factory  on  these  lots,  employing  fifty 
people,  and  to  keep  it  a  going  concern  for  five  years,  as  set 
forth  in  the  petition  herein;  that  thereupon  Mulford  en- 
tered into  the  possession  of  the  premises  and  erected  and 
equipped  the  box  factory,  costing  about  $48,000;  that  at 
that  time  the  real  estate  was  worth  about  $6,000,  making 
the  total  valuation  of  the  completed  plant  about  $54,000 ; 
that  for  a  time  Mulford  operated  the  plant  in  his  own 
name,  but  later  on  organized  a  corporation,  called  the 
East  Omaha  Box  Company,  the  individual  corporators 
being  Harry  B.  Mulford,  John  C.  Mulford  and  Daniel 
Farrell,  Jr.;  that  Harry  B.  Mulford  at  once  transferred 
the  plant,  and  the  contract  with  the  East  Omaha  Land 
Company,  together  with  all  of  the  property  belonging  to 
the  plant  and  used  in  the  business,  to  the  said  corporation ; 
that  stock  to  the  amount  of  $00,000  was  issued,  of  which 
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Harry  B.  Mulford,  his  father,  John  C.  Mulford,  and  his 
mother,  Georgiana  Mulford,  took  |55,000,  and  the  balance 
of  $5,000  was  distributed  among  his  friends  and  relations. 
It  is  not  shown  that  any  of  the  stockholders  ever  paid  a 
single  dollar  for  their  stock.  By  this  organization  he  was 
made  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  corporation,  and  given 
the  full  management  and  control  of  its  business.  There- 
after the  concern  was  run  under  the  name  of  the  East 
Omaha  Box  Company,  which  assumed  the  debts  of  the 
former  concern,  and  went  so  far  as  to  give  its  note  for 
1 13,000,  or  about  that  sum,  to  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Omaha,  one  of  the  plaintiffs  herein.  About  the  first  of 
January,  1895,  it  became  necessary  for  the  East  Omaha 
Box  Company  to  have  more  money  to  operate  with,  or  in 
some  way  to  secure  a  more  extended  credit.  Mulford 
thereupon  applied  to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Omaha 
for  a  further  loan,  and  the  bank  declined  to  further  assist 
the  concern.  He  thereupon  applied  to  the  East  Omaha 
Land  Company,  the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Company 
and  Henry  F.  Cady,  and  it  was  agreed  by  them  that  if 
the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  and  the  East  Omaha  Land 
Company  would  transfer  the  equitable  and  legal  title  to 
tie  plant  and  the  real  estate  to  James  S.  White,  trustee, 
for  Henry  F.  Cady,  and  Alfred  B.  De  Long,  trustee  for 
the  Omaha  Bridge  &  Terminal  Railway  Company,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  about  $1,100  then  due  from  the 
box  company  to  Cady,  and  a  small  amount  due  from  the 
box  company  to  the  said  Terminal  Railway  Company  for 
freights,  the  said  Cady  would  extend  credit  to  the  box 
company,  including  the  debt  then  due  him,  to  the  amount 
of  ?7,500,  and  that  the  Terminal  Railway  Company  would 
extend  credit  to  the  box  company,  including  the  sum  due 
to  it,  to  the  amount  of  f  2,500 ;  that  thereupon  Harry  B. 
Mulford  called  a  directors'  meeting  of  the  East  Omaha 
Box  Company,  and  at  that  meeting  there  was  present 
Harry  B.  Mulford  in  person,  and  Harry  B.  Mulford  as 
proxy  for  his  father,  John  C.  Mulford,  the  other  director 
being  neither  present  in  person  nor  by  proxy,  and  if  was 
57 
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resolved  that  the  corporation  should  enter  into  the  pro- 
posed agreement  and  should  convey  its  plant  and  equit- 
able interest  in  the  real  estate  to  the  said  trustee;  that  on 
the  8th  day  of  January,  1895,  the  contract  and  agreement 
were  signed,  and  the  corporation  made  a  quitclaim  deed 
of  its  equitable  interest  in  and  to  the  premises  to  the  trus- 
tees; and  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company  conveyed  to 
them  the  lots  upon  which  the  plant  was  situated,  by  war- 
ranty deed ;  that  at  and  before  that  time  some  of  the  plain- 
tiffs herein,  creditors  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company, 
were  pressing  that  concern  hard  for  the  payment  of  their 
claims;  that  the  trustees  thereupon  leased  the  plant  back 
to  the  corporation  for  the  term  of  one  year.  That  there- 
after Harry  B.  Mulford  continued  to  run  the  plant  in  the 
name  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  until  December  2, 
1895,  at  which  time  Cady's  claim  against  the  corporation 
had  reached  the  sum  of  $0,393.20,  and  the  account  of  the 
railway  company  had  been  reduced  to  $100;  that  on  the 
said  second  day  of  December,  1895,  Henry  F.  Cady  for  the 
alleged  purpose  of  securing  his  claim  induced  the  East 
Omaha  Box  Company  to  make  a  bill  of  sale  to  the  trus- 
tee, James  S.  White,  who  was,  and  at  all  times  had  been, 
one  of  his  employees,  conveying  to  the  said  trustee  "All 
of  the  stock  on  hand  of  the  box  company,  all  bills  and  ac- 
counts receivable  on  the  books  of  said  company,  the  books 
containing  said  accounts;  also  the  horses,  wagons  and 
other  personal  property  used  in  connection  with  the  busi- 
nesB  of  the  said  company";  and  also  procured  a  lease  of 
the  plant  from  the  said  box  company  for  the  alleged  con- 
sideration of  $1  to  the  said  trustee ;  that  Cady  paid  the 
Terminal  Railway  Company  the  $100  still  due  it,  and 
thereupon  trustee  De  Long  appeared  no  further  in  any  of 
the  papers  or  transactions.  From  that  time  until  April  3, 
1897,  the  business  was  carried  on  in  the  name  of  James  S. 
White,  trustee,  who  was  in  absolute  control  and  posses- 
sion of  the  plant,  and  of  the  personal  property  belonging 
to  it  and  used  in  its  business,  and  Mulford  was  bis  man- 
ager on  a  salary  of  f 100  per  month ;  that  on  the  3d  day  of 
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April,  1897,  the  claims  of  Henry  F.  Cady  and  the  H.  P. 
Cady  Lumber  Company  against  the  East  Omaha  Box  Com- 
pany had  reached  the  snm  of  more  than  $12,000;  that  at 
that  time  the  box  company  transferred  all  its  remaining 
property  of  every  kind  to  the  H.  P.  Cady  Lumber  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  which  had  been  organized  by  Henry  P. 
Cady,  James  8.  White  and  other  employees  of  the  said 
Cady ;  that  the  said  Omaha  Box  Company,  with  Henry  F. 
Cady  as  principal  stockholder,  president  and  manager, 
took  possession  of  the  entire  property  and  plant  of  the 
East  Omaha  Box  Company,  discharged  Harry  B.  Mulford, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  commencement  of  this  suit  has 
been  running  the  same  as  its  own.  No  actual  notice  of 
these  transactions  was  given  by  any  of  the  parties  thereto 
to  the  creditors  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  but  all 
of  the  paper  transactions  were  recorded  and  plaintiffs  had 
such  notice  as  the  records  would  give  them  of  what  was 
being  done.  That  all  of  the  creditors  proceeded  with  due 
diligence  to  reduce  their  claims  to  judgments,  have  had 
executions  issued  thereon,  and  that  the  same  were  all  re- 
turned by  the  officer  unsatisfied  for  want  of  property  of 
the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  whereon  to  levy.  That 
this  action  was  thereupon  seasonably  commenced;  that 
Mathewson  T.  Patrick  paid  the  bank  about  $6,000  of  the 
debt  due  it  from  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company  as  in- 
dorser  of  its  paper,  and  that  he  was  a  small  stockholder  in 
the  concern. 

The  disputed  question  of  fact  is  whether  or  not  these 
things  were  done  for  the  express  purpose  of  defrauding 
the  creditors  of  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company,  or  with 
the  intention  of  hindering  and  delaying  them  in  the  col- 
lection of  their  just  claims  against  the  corporation.  On 
this  question  the  evidence  was  conflicting.  Harry  B.  Mul- 
ford testified  that  the  matter  was  talked  over  between  him- 
self and  trustee  White,  frequently;  that  White  said  they 
could  beat  out  all  the  other  creditors;  that  such  was  not 
his  own  intention,  but  he  did  intend  to  fix  matters  so  that 
the  creditors  could  not  "jump  the  plant,"  as  he  expressed 
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it,  and  that  Cady  insisted  on  having  matters  so  arranged 
that  the  other  creditors  could  not  make  them  any  trouble. 
White  and  Cady  both  denied  these  statements. 

1.  The  first  question  for  us  to  consider  is,  do  the  facts, 
which  are  established  beyond  dispute,  sustain  the  finding 
of  the  court  that  the  trust  agreement  and  deed  of  Janu- 
ary 8, 1895,  by  which  it  was  attempted  to  convey  the  prop- 
erty of  the  East  Omaha  Bos  Company  to  the  trustees, 
White  and  De  Long,  were  not  the  act  of  the  corporation? 
It  must  be  remembered  that  by  this  trust  agreement  and 
quitclaim  deed  practically  the  whole  property  of  the  cor- 
poration was  conveyed  to  the  trustees,  White  and  De  Long; 
and  full  power  was  granted  them  to  terminate  the  busi- 
ness of  the  corporation  at  any  time  there  was  a  failure  to 
pay  a  single  acceptance.  Not  only  is  this  true  but  power 
was  given  to  the  trustees  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  prop- 
erty and  out  of  the  proceeds  to  pay  Henry  P.  Cady  and  the 
Terminal  Railway  Company  the  amounts  due  to  them,  and 
the  balance,  not  to  the  corporation  or  its  stockholders,  but 
to  a  third  party,  to  wit,  the  East  Omaha  Land  Company. 
Such  act  ought  never  to  be  upheld  except  it  be  authorized 
by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  of  the  corpora- 
tion. But  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  directors  had  power  to 
authorize  the  making  of  such  an  agreement,  in  order  to 
make  it  the  corporate  act  it  must  have  been  authorized  by 
a  majority  of  the  board  of  directors  assembled  in  general 
or  special  meeting  duly  called  for  that  purpose,  of  which 
the  proper  and  suitable  notice  should  have  been  given,  and 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  directors  present  at  such  meet- 
ing. Was  this  transaction  so  authorized?  At  the  so-called 
meeting  of  the  directors  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1895, 
there  was  present  Harry  B.  Mulford  in  person  and  Harry 
B.  Mulford  as  proxy  for  his  father,  John  C.  Mulford, 
David  Parrell,  Jr.,  being  absent  Harry  B.  Mulford  tes- 
tifies that  the  written  notice  of  the  meeting  had  not  been 
mailed  to  his  father  and  Parrell  in  time  to  reach  them 
before  the  meeting.  At  this  meeting  Harry  B.  Mulford 
being  the  only  person  present  in  person,  proposed  the 
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resolution  authorizing  the  officers  of  the  corporation  to  ex- 
ecute the  trust  agreement  and  the  deed  by  which  the  prop- 
erty was  conveyed  to  the  trustees;  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion, put  the  question,  voted  aye  for  himself,  voted  aye  for 
his  father,  by  proxy,  declared  the  resolution  adopted,  and 
.  thereupon  made  the  proper  record  thereof.  A  director  of 
a  corporation  can  not  delegate  his  power  to  vote  in  the 
board  of  directors  by  giving  his  proxy  to  another  person. 
He  must  be  present  in  person  for  the  purpose  of  consulta- 
tion. Directors  are  elected  to  meet  and  confer  and  inter- 
change ideas,  they  can  not  vote  or  act  in  any  other  manner. 
A  director  of  course  can  not  act  or  vote  by  proxy.  2  Cook, 
Corporations  [4th  ed.],  section  713a;  3  Thompson,  Cor- 
porations, section  3909;  Perry  v.  Tuscaloosa  C.  S.  0.  M. 
Co.,  9  So.  Rep.  [Ala.],  217;  Craig  Medicine  Co.  v.  Mer- 
chants' Bank,  59  Hun  [N.  T.],  561. 

It  is  contended ,  that  the  ny-laws  of  this  corporation 
have  abrogated  this  well  established  rule.  An  examina- 
tion of  these  by-laws  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
adopted  shows  that  they  were  never  adopted  by  the  stock- 
holders or  by  the  original  incorporators,  but  by  what  is 
Btated  to  be  the  first  board  of  directors  provided  for  in  the 
articles  of  incorporation  at  a  so-called  meeting  at  which 
was  present  Harry  B.  Mulford  in  person,  Harry  B.  Mul- 
ford  proxy  for  his  father,  John  C.  Mulford,  and  no  one 
else.  Therefore,  such  by-laws  were  never  legally  adopted. 
It  follows  that  the  action  of  Harry  B.  Mulford  on  the  7th 
of  January,  1895,  authorizing  the  making  of  the  trust 
agreement  and  the  deed  of  January  8,  1895,  waa  void; 
that  the  deed  and  agreement  were  not  the  corporate  act  of 
the  East  Omaha  Box  Company;  that  the  finding  of  the 
trial  court  on  this  point  is  right  and  must  be  sustained. 

2.  It  is  contended  that  even  if  the  acts  above  mentioned 
were  void  they  have  since  been  ratified  by  the  corporation, 
or  by  Its  stockholders.  It  is  not  shown  that  the  corpora- 
tion by  any  direct  proceedings  for  that  purpose  has  rati- 
fied these  acts.  And  if  it  be  contended  that  the  stock- 
holders have  done  so,  it  must  be  answered  that  it  is  by  no 
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means  certain  that  they  were  ever  fully  informed  as  to 
what  had  been  done.  The  learned  trial  court,  in  view  of 
the  situation,  held  that  the  stockholder  and  one  time  di- 
rector, Matbewson  T.  Patrick,  was  in  such  a  position  that 
he  waB  bound  by  these  acta  But  it  can  not  be  contended 
that  the  plaintiffs,  creditors  of  the  corporation,  ever  rati- 
fied this  transaction ;  and  whatever  the  East  Omaha  Box 
Company  may  have  done  could  in  no. manner  ratify  or 
make  binding  these  void  acts  as  to  them. 

3.  The  next  question  to  consider  is  the  effect  of  these 
transactions  upon  the  rights  of  the  creditors.  It  must  be 
conceded  that  after  January  8, 1895,  it  was  impossible  for 
the  plaintiffs  to  collect  anything  on  any  of  their  claims 
against  the  corporation.  There  was  never  a  time  after 
that  date  that  an  execution  or  an  attachment  could  have 
been  successfully  levied  on  any  of  the  property  belonging 
to  the  East  Omaha  Box  Company.  Therefore,  the  trust 
agreement,  deed  and  bills  of  sale  most  effectually  hindered 
and  delayed  the  creditors  in  the  collection  of  their  just 
claims  against  Mulford  and  the  corporation.  It  will  be 
observed  that  the  property  never  actually  changed  hands. 
The  East  Omaha  Bo:  Company  continued  in  the  posses- 
sion of  it  under  lease,  it  is  true,  hut  there  had  been  no 
visible  or  actual  change  of  possession,  and  for  a  time  the 
business  was  conducted  for  the  corporation  by  Harry  B. 
Mulford  the  same  as  before.  It  muBt  also  be  remembered 
that  the  corporation  conveyed  all  of  its  property  and  assets 
to  the  trustees  to  secure  the  payment  of  an  indebtedness 
amounting  to  about  f  1,600,  due  at  that  time,  and  which  in 
no  event  was  to  exceed  the  sum  of  (10,000.  That  the 
lowest  estimate  placed  upon  the  value  of  the  property 
conveyed  was  $34,000,  and  the  highest  estimate  of  its 
value  was  $54,000;  this  was  a  sum  so  largely  in  excess  of 
the  debt  as  of  itself  to  raise  a  presumption  of  fraud.  We 
must  further  consider  the  question  of  the  actual  intention 
of  the  parties  at  the  time  the  transactions  were  made. 
Upon  this  question  there  was,  as  we  have  before  observed, 
a  conflict  of  evidence.    Taking  all  these  matters  into  con- 
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sideration,  we  hold  that  there  was  sufficient  evidence  to 
sustain  the  finding  of  the  lower  court;  that  the  transac- 
tion was  fraudulent  and  void  as  to  the  creditors;  the  plain- 
tiffs herein.  HoucJc  v.  Eevnzman,  37  Neb.,  463;  Shertcin 
v.  Oaf/hagen,  39  Neb.,  238;  Brown  v.  Work,  30  Neb.,  800; 
Thompson  v.  Richardson  Drug  Co.,  33  Neb.,  714.  The 
mere  fact  that  one  of  the  considerations  on  the  part  of 
Mulford  was  a  desire  to  keep  the  corporation  apparently 
a  going  concern  is  not  sufficient  to  remove  from  the  trans- 
actions the  taint  of  fraud. 

The  findings  of  the  trial  court  are  amply  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  decree  based  thereon,  and  this  decree,  as  it 
appears  in  the  record,  seems  in  all  things  to  be  right.  We 
therefore  recommend  that  it  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Union  Stock  Yards  National  Bank,  appellant,  v.  Rilbt 
E.  Haskell  bt  al.,  appbllbes. 

Filed  Afro.  17,  1902.    No.  11,649. 
fc      AH"     133 

Commissioner  h  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 


2.  Mortgage   Foreclosure:     Debtor  and  Creditor:     Overdiuoenci:   of 

Deb-toe.    A  debtor  should  not  ordinarily  be  punished  for  overdlll- 
gence  In  meeting  his  honest  obligations. 

3.  Pleading:    Drawing  Deposits  or  Trustee  to  His  Own  Account: 

Good  Faith  of  Bane:  General  Denial  Not  Sufficient.  In  an 
action  against  a  bank  for  money  deposited  by  a  trustee  to  bis  own 
'  account,  evidence  of  payment  by  the  bank  on  checks  subsequently 
drawn  by  such  trustee  in  good  faith  relying  on  his  apparent  title 
to  said  fund  is  Inadmissible  under  general  denial.  Such  tact,  to 
be  available  as  a  defense,  must  be  specially  pleaded.  Cody  v. 
South  Omaha  National  Bank,  46  Neb.,  766,  65  N.  W.  Rep.,  906. 
followed. 

4.  Principal  and  Agent:   Payment  of  Note  to  Aqent:   Holder  of  Note 

Bound.    When  payment  Is  made  to  the  agent  of  the  holder  of  a 
negotiable  promissory  note  and  the  authority  of  such  agent  to 
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receive  such  payment  1b  full;  established  by  competent  evidence, 
such  payment  Is  binding  on  the  bolder  of  tbe  note,  although  the 
agent  did  not  have  the  note  In  his  possession  at  the  time  of  such 
payment, 
5.  Trusts:  Deposit  TO  Private  Account:  Retain  Tata  Character. 
Trust  funds  do  not  lose  their  character  ae  such  by  being  deposited 
in  a  bank  by  the  trustee  to  his  own  account.  (Jady  v.  South  Omaha 
National  Bank,  supra,  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  (or  McPherson  eounty. 
Tried  below  before  Sullivan,  J.    Affirmed. 

Kennedy  &  Learned  and  Wilcox  &  Ealligan,  for  appel- 
lant 

Hoagland  &  Hoagland,  contra. 

Oldham,  C. 

This  was  an  action  to  foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage  on 
lands  situated  in  McPherson  county,  Nebraska.  The 
mortgage  purported  to  have  been  made  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  a  note  given  by  defendant,  Riley  Haskell,  to  the 
plaintiff  bank  for  $3,325  dated  May  1,  1896,  and  due  six 
months  after  date;  bat,  as  clearly  appeared  by  a  written 
contract  entered  into  by  plaintiff  bank  and  defendant, 
Riley  Haskell,  at  the  time  these  instruments  were  exe- 
cuted, this  mortgage  was  really  given  as  additional  secu- 
rity for  the  payment  of  whatever  sum  should  be  found  due 
on  a  note  of  $11,035  given  by  defendant,  Haskell,  to  the 
firm  of  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  on  July  31,  1894,  and  indorsed 
by  said  firm  to  the  plaintiff  hank. 

The  only  question  involved  in  this  controversy  with 
which  we  have  to  deal  is  the  claim  of  defendant,  Haskell, 
for  a  credit  of  $1,689  on  this  note,  this  sum  being  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  three  car-loads  of  his  cattle  made  by 
Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  in  Chicago,  the  proceeds  of  which  were 
placed  by  them  to  their  credit  in  plaintiff's  bank  on  Janu- 
ary 30,  1895.  The  trial  court  allowed  this  credit  to  de- 
fendant, Haskell,  and  rendered  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  for  the  balance  due  on  the  note,  and  entered  a 
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decree  of  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  in  conformity  with 
Buch  judgment,  and  plaintiff  brings  the  case  to  this  court 
on  appeal. 

The  material  facts  connected  with  this  controversy  are 
that  the  firm  of  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  were  engaged  in  the 
business  of  buying  and  selling  cattle  on  commission;  that 
they  occupied  an  office  in  South  Omaha,  Nebraska,  in  a 
building  next  to  the  building  in  which  plaintiffs  bank 
was  conducted ;  and  that  they  did  all  their  banking  busi- 
ness with  plaintiff  and  plaintiff  was  thoroughly  familiar 
with  their  method  of  transacting  business.  In  connection 
with  selling  cattle  on  commission  they  loaned  money  to 
cattlemen  to  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  cattle.  When 
such  loans  were  made  the  firm  wonld  draw  checks  on  the 
bank  for  the  amount  of  the  loan  and  when  the  deal  was 
consummated  would  take  a  note  and  chattel  mortgage  on 
the  cattle  and  indorse  this  note  to  the  bank  and  receive 
credit  on  their  account  for  it  against  the  checks  which  they 
had  drawn  on  the  bank. 

In  the  summer  of  1894  this  firm  agreed  with  the  defend- 
ant, Riley  Haskell,  to  loan  him  money  for  the  purchase  of 
cattle  in  the  state  of  Utah.  In  pursuance  of  this  agree- 
ment Haskell  went  to  Utah  and  purchased  a  large  number 
of  cattle.  When  the  cattle  were  purchased  he  would  pay 
for  them  by  drafts  on  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co. ;  Allyn,  Smith  & 
Co.  would  honor  these  drafts  by  checks  on  the  plaintiff 
bank,  which  were  paid  by  the  bank.  After  Haskell  had 
purchased  his  cattle  he  shipped  them  to  his  ranch  in  Mc- 
pherson county,  Nebraska,  and  gave  the  firm  of  Allyn, 
Smith  &  Co.  his  note  for  f  250  for  their  commission  on  the 
loan  and  also  gave  to  them  his  note  for  $11,035 — for  the 
loan — and  secured  this  note  by  a  chattel  mortgage  on  all 
the  cattle  which  he  had  purchased.  This  chattel  mortgage 
contained  the  following,  among  other  conditions:  "And  in 
case  that  removal  may  hereafter  become  necessary,  and 
be  consented  to  in  writing  by  the  party  of  the  second  part, 
the  costs  and  expenses  of  any  such  removal  shall  be  borne 
and  paid  by  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and  when  removed 
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or  shipped  for  sale,  they  shall  be  consigned  to  Allyn, 
Smith  &  Co.,  mortgagee  aforesaid,  at  South  Omaha,  Ne- 
braska, to  be  sold  on  commission."  In  conformity  with 
their  course  of  dealing  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  indorsed  this 
note  to  plaintiff  bank  and  received  credit  for  it  on  their 
account.  Payments  on  this  note,  about  which  there  is  no 
dispute,  were  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  application  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  cattle  shipped  to  South  Omaha 
by  defendant,  Haskell,  until  the  amount  claimed  to  be  due 
on  the  note  at  the  time  this  suit  was  begun  was  $2, 755.71. 
From  the  amount  so  claimed  the  court  below  deducted  the 
disputed  credit  of  $1,687  and  found  the  amount  due  plain- 
tiff to  be  $1,072.06. 

In  January,  1895,  and  a  short  time  before  the  note  be- 
came due,  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  requested  the  defendant, 
Haskell,  to  make  a  shipment  of  cattle  to  them  to  be  applied 
on  his  note.  In  conformity  with  this  request,  Haskell 
shipped  four  car-loads  of  cattle  to  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  at 
Sooth  Omaha  on  the  28th  day  of  January,  1895.  Three 
car-loads  of  the  cattle,  so  shipped,  were  mortgaged  cattle, 
and  one  car-load  was  mixed  cattle  of  his  own.  When 
these  cattle  were  received  at  South  Omaha  the  car-load  of 
Haskell's  cattle  was  sold  there  by  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  and 
part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  this  car-load  of  cattle 
was  applied  on  the  commission  note  of  $250  which  Allyn, 
Smith  &  Co.  held  against  Haskell,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  this  car-load  was  properly  ac- 
counted for.  The  other  three  car-loads  of  cattle  were  sold 
by  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  through  a  commission  firm  in  Chi- 
cago. By  direction  of  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  Haskell  went 
with  the  cattle  to  Chicago  bearing  a  letter  of  instruction 
from  the  firm  to  the  Chicago  commission  company.  The 
proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  cattle  in  Chicago  were  remitted 
by  draft  to  Allyn,  Smith  ft' Co.  and  this  draft  they  placed 
to  their  credit  in  the  plaintiff  bank  on  the  30th  day  of 
January,  1895,  one  day  before  Haskell's  note  became  due. 
On  the  day  that  this  draft  was  placed  to  the  credit  at 
Allyn,  Smith  ft  Co.  at  the  bank  their  account  was  over- 
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drawn  $1,187.03  and  the  firm  was  then  insolvent.  The 
trial  court  found  that  the  hank  knew  the  condition  of 
Allyn,  Smith  &  Co  at  the  time  this  draft  was  placed  to 
their  credit,  and  the  evidence  fully  sustains  this  finding  of 
fact.  The  court  also  found  that  the  bank  knew  that  the 
draft  was  for  the  proceeds  of  cattle  which  Allyn,  Smith  & 
Co.  had  sold  on  commission,  and  that  by  slight  effort  they 
could  have  ascertained  from  that  company  who  the  owner 
of  the  cattle  was. 

It  is  conceded  by  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  bank  that  if 
this  shipment  of  cattle  had  been  made  to  Allyn,  Smith  & 
Co.  after  the  note  became  due  and  the  three  days  of  grace 
thereon  had  expired,  then,  under  the  course  of  dealing 
shown  to  have  existed  between  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  and  the 
bank,  as  well  as  by  the  conditions  of  the  mortgage  above 
set  out,  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  would  have  been  authorized 
to  receive  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  cattle  in  part  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  in  controversy,  provided  they  had 
sold  them  on  commission  in  South  Omaha;  but  they  con- 
tend that  as  the  cattle  were  shipped  three  days  before  the 
note  was  due  and  were  sold  in  Chicago  and  not  in  South 
Omaha,  that  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  exceeded  the  authority 
of  their  agency  in  making  the  collection  and  the  bank  is 
not  bound  by  the  payment  made  to  them.  In  the  court 
below  the  bank  tried  the  case  on  the  theory  that  Haskell 
had  shipped  these  cattle  to  Chicago  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility, but  the  evidence  at  the  trial  clearly  and  unmistak- 
ably shows  that  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  and  not  Haskell  nego- 
tiated the  sale  of  the  cattle  at  Chicago,  and  the  trial  court 
so  determined  in  his  findings  of  fact. 

An  inspection  of  the  condition  of  the  chattel  mortgage 
shows  that  there  is  no  provision  made  as  to  where  the 
commission  firm  should  sell  the  cattle.  The  only  require- 
ment being  "that  they  should  be  consigned  to  Allyn,  Smith 
&  Co.,  mortgagee  aforesaid,  at  South  Omaha,  Nebraska,  to 
be  sold  on  commission";  so  that  Haskell  fully  complied 
with  this  condition  of  the  mortgage  when  he  consigned  the 
cattle  to  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  at  South  Omaha,  and  it  was 
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□ot  for  him  but  for  the  firm  to  determine  on  what  market 
the  cattle  could  be  sold  to  the  best  advantage.  The  bank 
knew  the  condition  of  this  mortgage  when  they  purchased 
the  note,  and,  according  to  the  testimony  of  its  cashier, 
they  expected  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  to  collect  this  note  by 
selling  cattle  covered  by  the  mortgage  shipped  to  them 
by  Haskell  and  applying  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  on  the 
note.  If  they  desired  to  limit  the  authority  of  Allyn, 
Smith  &  Co.  to  sell  these  mortgaged  cattle  at  South  Omaha, 
they  should  have  notified  Haskell  of  such  limitation. 

We  do  not  look  with  much  favor  on  the  contention  of 
plaintiff  bank  that  Haskell  should  be  denied  this  credit 
because  the  payment  was  made  one  day  before  the  note 
became  due  and  four  days  before  grace  had  expired  on  it 
We  do  not  think  a  debtor  should  ordinarily  be  punished 
for  overdiligence  in  meeting  his  obligations;  and  when 
we  consider  the  possible  and  probable  delays  in  shipping 
cattle  a  long  distance  to  market,  as  was  necessary  in  this 
case,  and  in  negotiating  the  sale  of  them  after  they  have 
arrived,  we  hesitate  to  say  that  the  evidence  in  the  record 
shows  Haskell  to  have  been  guilty  of  such  a  degree  of 
reprehensible  overanxiety  to  meet  an  honest  debt  the  very 
day  it  became  due  as  would  warrant  us  in  denying  him 
this  credit  for  having  confederated  with  the  bank's  agent 
in  this  kind  of  a  conspiracy. 

It  is  lastly  contended  by  counsel  for  plaintiff  bank  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  draft  received  by  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co. 
for  the  sale  of  the  Haskell  cattle  were  not  applied  on  the 
overdraft  that  firm  had  at  the  bank,  but  were  checked  out 
by  that  firm  before  the  bank  discovered  the  true  nature  of 
the  draft.  The  bank  does  not  deny  that  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co. 
was  overdrawn  $1,187  when  the  draft  was  deposited  by 
them,  but  they  claim  that  on  the  same  day  other  deposits 
were  made  by  this  firm  in  addition  to  the  draft  which  made 
their  total  deposit  for  that  day  $3,053.36,  and  that  a  large 
number  of  checks  drawn  by  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.,  aggregat- 
ing $1,985.52,  were  paid  the  same  day,  leaving  an  over- 
draft against  their  account  at  the  close  of  business  that 
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day  of  f  119.19.  This  is  a  theory  that  was  not  presented 
in  the  pleadings  filed  in  the  court  below,  and  under  the 
rule  announced  by  this  court  in  the  case  of  Cody  v.  South 
Omaha  National  Bank,  46  Neb.,  756,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  906, 
this  theory,  to  have  been  available,  should  have  been  spe- 
cially pleaded. 

In  the  court  below  plaintiff  bank  presented  the  theory 
that  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  had  settled  with  the  defendant 
for  the  proceeds  of  the  draft  in  dispute  and  that  the  firm 
had  given  him  its  note  and  some  securities  in  settlement  of 
its  liabilities  to  him  on  this  draft.  This  theory  it  at 
tempted  to  sustain  by  the  testimony  of  its  cashier.  The 
evidence  did  show  that  the  cashier  of  the  bank  claimed  to 
hold  some  securities  of  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  as  trustee  for 
Haskell  and  the  Big  Springs  Land  &  Cattle  Company,  that 
he  endeavored  to  persuade  Haskell  that  these  securities 
and  a  note  of  the  firm,  for  the  amount  of  this  draft,  was 
all  he  could  ever  get  and  that  he. bad  better  take  them. 
But  Haskell  testifies  that  after  showing  the  papers  to  his 
attorney  and  being  advised  by  him  he  refused  to  accept 
them  and  return  them  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank.  On  con- 
flicting testimony  on  this  question  the  trial  court  found 
the  issue  in  favor  of  Haskell. 

It  would  therefore  seem  that  the  trial  court  was  fully 
justified  in  holding  that  the  firm  of  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co. 
were  the  authorized  agents  of  the  plaintiff  bank  in  col- 
lecting the  amount  doe  on  this  note  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  cattle  sold  under  the  conditions  of  the  chattel  mortgage 
given  to  secure  the  note,  and  that  defendant,  having  proved 
a  payment  to  an  agent  of  plaintiff  having  authority  to  re- 
ceive it  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  made,  is  entitled  to 
his  credit  for  such  payment,  although  the  agent  did  not 
have  the  note  in  his  possession  at  the  time  the  payment 
was  made.  Stuart  v.  Stonebraker,  63  Neb.,  554 ;  Exchange 
National  Bank  v.  Johnson,  30  Fed.  Rep.,  588. 

We  also  think  that  the  theory  of  the  learned  trial  judge, 
that  the  draft  for  the  proceeds  of  the  cattle  in  dispute  was 
clearly  a  trust  fund  which  did  not  lose  its  character  as 
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such  by  being  deposited  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  Allyn, 
Smith  &  Co.,  is  fully  justified  by  all  the  evidence  con- 
nected with  this  transaction.  In  fact  the  testimony  in 
this  case,  so  far  as  the  theory  of  the  disputed  draft  being 
a  trust  fund  is  concerned,  places  it  clearly  within  the  mle 
announced  by  this  court  in  Gady  v.  South  Omaha  National 
Bank,  supra;  also,  Cody  v.  South  Omaha  National  Bank, 
49  Neb.,  125,  68  N.  W.  Rep.,  358;  also  by  Union  Stock 
Yards  National  Bank  v.  Campbell,  ante,  page  72.  This 
doctrine  is  also  supported  by  Union  Stock  Yards  Bank  v. 
Qillespie,  137  U.  S.,  411;  Clemmer  v.  Drovers'  National 
Bank,  41  N.  E.  Rep.  [111.],  728. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

Pound,  C,  concurring.  ■ 

I  concur.  By  the  express  terms  of  the  mortgage,  the 
mortgaged  cattle  were  to  be  consigned  to  Allyn,  Smith  & 
Co.  to  be  sold  on  commission.  The  cashier  testifies  that 
the  bank  expected  them  to  collect  the  note  by  selling  the 
cattle.  It  is  clear  that  the  cattle  were  sold  under  the  mort- 
gage and  in  the  manner  contemplated  thereby.  That  this 
was  done  at  a  time  when  the  mortgagor  could  not  have 
been  compelled  to  sell  or  to  permit  a  sale,  can  not  be  ma- 
terial. No  sale  could  have  been  had  at  the  mortgagor's 
instance  without  the  consent  of  the  mortgagees.  The  cat- 
tle were  sold  as  the  mortgage  provided,  at  the  instance  of 
Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.;  and  in  procuring  and  making  the  sale 
so  as  to  have  the  money  ready  at  maturity  of  the  note,  the 
latter  only  did  what  was  expected  of  them.  As  the  cattle 
were  sold  under  the  mortgage,  the  proceeds  should  be  ap- 
plied upon  the  mortgage  debt.  The  sale  was  required  to  be 
on  commission  through  Allyn,  Smith  &  Co.  It  was  for 
the  bank  to  see  that  they  accounted  to  it  for  the  money 
which  they  collected  and  the  bank  intended  them  to  collect 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  mortgage. 
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The  City  op  Crete  v.  Henry  O.  Hendricks. 

Filed  April  17. 1902.    No.  11,652. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Pleading:  Generaj.  Denial  in  Reply:  Sufficiency.  A  reply  deny- 
ing "each  and  every  allegation  of  new  matter"  contained  in  the 
answer,  while  vulnerable  to  a  motion  for  a  more  definite  and  cer- 
tain denial,  If  not  so  assailed,  1b  sufficient  to  put  in  issue  the 
affirmative  matters  contained  in  the  answer. 

!.  Damage*:  Pkbsonal  Injuries  :  Exhibiting  Injured  Membek  to  Jury. 
In  an  action  for  personal  Injuries  it  is  not  error  to  permit  the 
plaintiff  to  exhibit  the  Injured  member  to  the  Jury  after  the  In- 
troduction of  evidence  to  the  effect  that  It  was  permanently  In- 
jured as  and  In  the  manner  alleged  In  the  petition,  and  that,,  Its 
condition  at  the  time  exhibited  was  wholly  due  to  such  Injury, 

3.  Trial:    Request  fob  Special  Findings:    Discretion  or  Court.    A  re- 

quest for  special  findings  is  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  trial  court,  and  Its  ruling  thereon  will  not  be  disturbed,  unless 
it  appear  there  has  been  an  abuse  of  discretion. 

4.  Appeal  and  Error:    Examination  op  Witness:    Objection  to  Ques- 

tion :  Offer  of  Proof.  The  ruling  of  the  trial  court  sustaining  an 
objection  to  a  qnestlon  propounded  to  a  witness  will  not  be  re- 
viewed In  the  absence  of  an  offer  showing  what  the  party  com- 
plaining of  such  ruling  expected  to  prove  by  the  witness. 


Eebob  from  the  district  court  for  Saline  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Affirmed. 

G.  H.  Boatings,  for  plaintiff  in  error, 

J.  H.  Grimm  and  A.  R.  Scott,  contra. 

Albert,  C. 

This  action  was  brought  by  Henry  O.  Hendricks  against 
the  city  of  Crete  to  recover  for  injuries  sustained  by  the 
plaintiff  by  reason  of  defects  in  one  of  the  sidewalks  of 
the  defendant.  There  was  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff.    The  defendant  brings  error. 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  ruling  of  the  court  on  a  mo- 
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tion  of  the  defendant  to  require  the  plaintiff  to  separately 
state  and  number  bis  causes  of  action,  and  on  another,  by 
the  same  party,  to  strike  a  certain  paragraph  of  the  peti- 
tion. The  record  discloses  that  such  motions  were  filed, 
but  fails  to  show  that  they  were  ever  passed  on  by  the 
court.  That  this  court  can  not  review  rulings  not  shown 
by  the  record  is  obvious. 

The  defendant  pleaded  certain  affirmative  matters  in 
defense  of  the  action.  The  reply  of  the  plaintiff  was  as 
follows:  "Now  comes  the  said  plaintiff,  and  [for]  his 
reply  to  defendant's  answer  filed  herein  denies  each  and 
every  allegation  of  new  matter  therein  contained,  and  each 
and  every  allegation  therein  that  is  in  conflict  with  and  in 
any  way  contradicts  the  allegations  in  plaintiffs  petition 
contained."  The  defendant  insists  that  the  foregoing  re- 
ply does  not  constitute  a  denial  of  the  affirmative  matter 
in  the  answer,  and,  consequently,  that  such  new  matter 
stands  admitted.  The  reply  was  vulnerable  to  a  motion 
for  a  more  definite  and  certain  denial.  It  was  not  assailed 
in  that  way,  nor  in  any  other  way,  except  in  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial.  Under  such  circumstances,  .it  will  be  held 
to  be  just  what  it  purports  to  be,  a  denial  of  "each  and 
every  allegation  of  new  matter"  contained  in  the  answer. 

The  injury  alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  the  plain- 
tiff was  to  his  foot.  He  was  permitted  over  defendant's 
objection  to  exhibit  the  injured  foot  to  the  jury.  This  is 
assigned  as  error.  The  foot  was  exhibited  to  the  jury 
after  the  introduction  of  evidence  to  the  effect  that  it  had 
been  permanently  injured  as  and  in  the  manner  alleged  in 
the  petition,  and  that  its  condition  at  that  time  was  wholly 
due  to  snch  injury.  There  was  no  error  in  the  ruling  of 
the  court  on  this  point. 

The  defendant  submitted  a  request  for  special  findings 
on  certain  questions.  The  request  was  denied,  and  such 
denial  is  now  assigned  as  error.  A  request  for  special 
findings  is  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  trial 
court,  and  its  rulings  thereon  will  not  be  disturbed,  unless 
it  appear  that  there  has  been   an   abuse  of  discretion. 
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Floaten  v.  Ferrell,  24  Neb.,  at  page  353;  Marx  &  Kempner 
v.  Kilpatrick,  25  Neb.,  at  page  119 ;  Nebraska  &  lotca  In- 
surance Co.  v.  Ghriatiemen,  29  Neb.,  at  page  581.  The 
questions  submitted  partook  largely  of  the  nature  of  a 
cross-examination,  and  were  directed,  for  the  most  part,  to 
evidential  rather  than  to  the  ultimate  facts  in  the  case. 
There  was  no  abuse  of  discretion  in  denying  the  request. 

It  is  next  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  sustaining  ob- 
jections to  certain  questions,  propounded  to  one  of  defend- 
ant's witnesses.  Such  rulings  were  followed  by  no  offer 
of  the  defendant  showing  what  it  expected  to  prove  by 
such  witness.  Such  omission  precludes  a  review  of  the 
ruling  in  question. 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  give 
certain  instructions  alleged  to  have  been  tendered  by  the 
defendant.  The  record  does  not  disclose  that  the  defend- 
ant tendered  any  instructions.  Under  the  head  of  "Re- 
fused Instructions"  are  several  instructions,  some  of 
which  bear  the  indorsement  "Refused,  plaintiff  excepts," 
and  others  "Refused,  defendant  excepts."  By  whom  they 
were  tendered  does  not  appear,  except  by  inference.  But 
assuming  that  the  defendant  tendered  the  instructions  in 
question,  it  was  not  error  to  refuse  them,  because  the 
ground  was  folly  covered  by  instructions  given  by  the 
court  on  its  own  motion. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  damages  are  excessive  and  that 
the  verdict  is  not  sustained  by  sufficient  evidence.  We 
have  examined  the  evidence,  and  are  satisfied  that  it  is 
ample  to  sustain  the  verdict. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Ames  and  Duffie,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 
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Connecticut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.  v.  Trumbo. 

CONNECTICUT    TRUST    &    SAFE    DEPOSIT    COMPANY,    APPHL- 

lant,  v.  Asa  Trumbo  et  al.,  appellees. 

Filed  Apbil  17.  1902.    No.  11,653. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Bills  and  Notes:  Indorsement   Before   Due   as   Collateral:     Bos  a 

Fides.  Whore  a  negotiable  promissory  note  Is  Indorsed  and  trans- 
ferred, before  due,  as  collateral  security  for  a  loan  of  money  then 
made,  the  pledgee  without  notice  Is  a  holder  for  value. 

2.  Principal    and    Agent:     Collection    of    Principal:     Evidence    of 

Agenct.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  not  sufficient  to  show  that 
F.  was  the  agent  of  the  pledgee  of  the  note  to  collect  the  principal 
of  the  debt. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Hitchcock  comity. 
Tried  below  before  Nokbis,  J.    Reversed  with  directions, 

Flansbitrg  &  Williams,  for  appellant. 

F .  I.  Foes,  F.  W.  Button,  B.  V.  Kohowt  and  R.  D.  Brown, 
contra. 

Day,  0. 

On  September  1,  1888,  Asa  Trumbo  obtained  a  loan  of 
$700  from  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  and  as  evidence  thereof  executed  his  coupon 
bond,  due  September  1,  1893,  in  favor  of  said  company, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  upon  real  estate  in  Hitchcock 
county.  By  the  terms  of  the  bond  it  was  payable  at  the 
office  of  the  payee  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  The  bond 
and  mortgage  were  subsequently  transferred  to  the  ap- 
pellant, who  brought  this  suit  to  foreclose  the  mortgage. 
In  the  petition  it  is  alleged  that  appellant  is  the  owner  and 
holder  of  the  bond  and  mortgage  for  value  before  ma- 
turity. The  defendant,  James  Widgery,  who  was  a  sub- 
sequent purchaser  of  the  mortgaged  premises,  by  his  an- 
swer denied  the  ownership  of  the  bond  and  mortgage  by 
appellant  and  also  pleaded  payment  on  September  1, 1893, 
to  F.  I.  Foss,  who,  it  was  alleged,  was  the  agent  of  the 
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Loan  &  Guarantee  Company.  Upon  the  trial  the  court 
below  found  for  the  defendants,  and  decreed  a  cancellation 
and  discharge  of  the  mortgage.  To  review  this  judgment 
the  plaintiff  has  brought  the  case  to  this  court  by  appeal. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  amount  due  upon  the 
bond  at  the  date  of  its  maturity  was  paid  to  Foss.  Under 
the  pleadings  the  only  question  which  need  be  considered 
is  whether  the  appellant  was  the  owner  and  holder  of  the 
bond  and  mortgage  at  the  time  of  the  payment  to  Foss. 
The  theory  upon  which  the  case  was  tried  in  the  court  be- 
low was  that  appellee  was  not  the  owner  and  holder  of 
the  bond  and  mortgage  for  value,  but  that  they  were  still 
the  property  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company,  and  that 
the  payment  to  Foss  as  the  agent  of  the  latter  company 
was  a  discharge  of  the  debt. 

It  was  shown  beyond  dispute  that  the  note  and  mort- 
gage were  transferred  to  the  appellant  on  September  15, 
1888,  under  and  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  between 
the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  and  the  appellant  in 
January,  1886,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  appellant  held 
the  note  and  mortgage  as  a  pledge  or  collateral  security 
for  the  payment  of  certain  debenture  bonds  of  the  Loan 
&  Guarantee  Company.  This  agreement  is  quite  lengthy 
and  will  not  be  set  out  here.  It  is  set  out  in  full  and  con- 
strued with  reference  to  facte  almost  identical  with  the 
case  at  bar  in  Connecticut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.  v. 
Fletcher,  61  Neb.,  166,  85  N.  W.  Rep.,  59.  In  discussing, 
in  that  case,  the  question  as  to  whether  the  agreement  en- 
titled the  holder  of  the  note  and  mortgage  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  holder  for  value  before  maturity  this 
court  said:  "The  contract  between  the  loan  company  and 
the  trust  company  [appellant],  quoted  above,  made  the 
trust  company  the  holder  for  this  mortgage  and  note  in 
trust  as  security  for  the  payment  of  the  debenture  bonds 
of  the  loan  company.  The  note  and  mortgage  being  held 
in  pledge,  that  fact  entitled  the  holder,  the  trust  company, 
to  all  rights  and  privileges  of  a  holder  for  value  before 
maturity." 
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The  testimony  also  showed  that  after  the  appellant  took 
possession  of  the  bonds,  coupons  and  mortgage,  the  inter- 
est upon  the  debenture  secured  thereby  was  paid  by  the 
Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  and  the  appellant,  as  pro- 
vided by  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  cut  from  the  collateral 
notes  in  its  possession,  among  them  the  Trumbo  note,  the 
due  interest  coupons  and  surrendered  them  to  the  Loan  & 
Guarantee  Company,  who  forwarded  them  to  Foss  for  col- 
lection. In  collecting  these  coupons,  Foss  acted  as  the 
agent  of  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company.  There  was  no 
correspondence  or  business  transactions  whatever  between 
Foss  and  the  appellant  nor  was  there  any  testimony  tend- 
ing to  show  that  Foss  or  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company 
were  acting  as  the  agents  for  the  appellant  in  making  the 
collection.  Were  this  a  contest  between  the  defendant  and 
the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company  we  would  have  no  hesi- 
tancy in  holding  that  Foss  was  its  agent  and  authorized 
to  collect  the  principal  upon  the  debt,  the  facts  would 
then  have  brought  it  within  the  rule  announced  in  Root 
v.  Fast,  58  Neb.,  498.  But  the  facts  proved  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  either  the  Loan  &  Guarantee  Company 
or  Foss  was  the  agent  of  the  appellant  to  collect  the  prin- 
cipal sum  dne  upon  the  loan,  or  that  any  act  of  the  appel- 
lant would  justify  the  defendants  in  relying  on  Foss's 
authority  to  act  as  agent  of  appellant 

The  record  in  the  case  now  before  ns  is  substantially  a 
duplicate  of  the  record  in  Connecticut  Trust  d  Safe  De- 
posit Co.  v.  Fletcher,  supra,  and  we  consider  that  case 
decisive  of  the  questions  here  presented. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  with  di- 
rections to  enter  decree  for  plaintiff  for  amount  due  upon 
the  note  and  mortgage. 

Hastings  and  Kirkpatbick,  CO.,  concur. 

The  judgment  of  the  district  court  is  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  with  directions  to  enter  decree  for  amount 
due  upon  note  and  mortgage. 

REVERSED  WITH  DIKBOTIONa 


VOL.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902. 

Buck  v.  Hogeboom. 


David  R.  Buck  v.  Richaed  Hogeboom,  by  Louis  Lbsibub, 
Guardian. 

Filed  Mat  S,  1902.    No.  9918. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Instructions:  Complaint  En  Masse.  Com- 
plaint en  masse  of  refusal  of  five  Instructions  not  considered 
where  it  Is  apparent  tbat  at  least  two  of  them  were  properly 
refused. 

t.  Appeal  and  Error:  Instructions:  An  Instruction  Identical  in  sub- 
stance with  one  asked  by  the  complaining  party  furnishes  no 
grounds  of  error. 

3.  Broker:     Right   of   Owneb   to    Sell:     Instructions:      Commission. 

Where  party  claims  compensation  as  real  estate  broker  for  procur- 
ing a  purchaser  of  lands  and  no  exclusive  right  of  sale  was 
claimed,  an  Instruction  to  the  effect  that  the  seller  had  a  right  to 
trade  his  own  property,  and  that  If  the  broker  was  not  Instru- 
mental In  bringing  about  the  making  of  a  contract,  he  could  re- 
cover no  commission  on  It,  held  proper. 

4.  Broker:    Interest  in  Coktbact:   Bona  Fides:    Instructions.    Where 

evidence  tended  to  show  an  Interest  In  the  contract  of  purchase 
on  the  part  of  real  estate  broker.  Instruction  that  he  must,  to 
entitle  him  to  commissions,  act  In  good  faith  and  In  the  Interest 
of  his  employer,  held  not  erroneous. 
6.  Appeal  and  Error:  Instbuctioss:  Preponderance  and  Weight  of 
Evidence.  Not  error  to  couple  with  Instruction  as  to  preponder- 
ance of  evidence   a   correct   statement   of  proper   tests  aa   to   Its 

6.  Appeal  and  Error:    Transactions  in  Dispute:    Findings.     The  trial 

court's  determination,  as  to  what  transactions  are  sufficiently  con- 
nected with  those  out  of  which  the  matter  In  dispute  arose  to  be 
considered  by  the  jury  In  passing  upon  It  will  not,  unless  clearly 
wrong,  be  disturbed. 

7.  Guardian  and  Ward:    Action  bt;    Absence  of  Plaintiff:    Finding 

of  Insanity  as  Reason  fob  Absence.  Where  an  action  la  carried 
on  by  a  guardian,  It  Is  not  error  to  allow  a  showing  of  his  ap- 
pointment and  of  a  finding  tbat  plaintiff  la  Insane  solely  to  ac- 
count for  the  latter's  absence. 

8.  Broker:    Commission:    Evidence.     Evidence  found  sufficient  to  sus- 

tain verdict  for  plaintiff. 

Opinion    upon    reinstatement    after    cause    had    been 
stricken  from  the  docket. 
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Error  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Dickinson,  J.  Judgment  below  af- 
firmed. 

Martin  Langdon,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

John  P.  Breen,  contra. 

Hastings,  C. 

This  action  was  originally  instituted  in  the  county  court 
for  Douglas  county  and  thence  taken  on  appeal  to  the  dis- 
trict court.  Plaintiff's  claim  in  the  action  was  for  $250 
on  account  of  rents  collected  for  houses  in  Omaha  as  is 
alleged  by  defendant  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for  plaintiff, 
Hogeboom.  The  defendant  admitted  collecting  the  rents 
to  the  amount  of  1223.25,  but  claimed  to  have  paid  out 
181.01  for  repairs;  that  be  was  entitled  to  $23  commission 
for  collecting  the  rents  and  $  10  for  his  services  in  connec- 
tion with  the  repairs.  He  also  set  up  a  counter-claim  for 
|450  for  procuring  a  purchaser  for  certain  lands  in  town- 
ship 13,  range  14  east  of  the  6th  P.  M.  Because  of  this 
counter-claim  he  alleged  there  was  due  him,  after  deduct- 
ing all  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  on  account  of  the  rents 
collected,  the  sum  of  $340.26.  Plaintiff  in  reply  denied 
listing  the  real  estate  for  sale;  denied  employing  the  de- 
fendant to  sell  or  exchange  lands,  and  alleged  that  the 
defendant  and  one  Campbell,  his  partner,  and  Campbell's 
wife  sought  out  the  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
an  exchange  of  worthless  real  estate  for  some  valuable 
lands  of  the  plaintiff  and  fraudulently  induced  the  latter 
to  enter  into  a  contract  for  such  purpose;  that  in  these 
negotiations  defendant  was  acting  in  his  own  behalf  and 
not  that  of  the  plaintiff;  that  he  did  not  introduce  the 
plaintiff  to  Campbell  or  to  his  wife,  and  denied  generally 
the  defendant's  counter-claim.  The  jury  returned  a  ver- 
dict for  plaintiff  for  $155.77  and  found  against  defend- 
ant's counter-claim.  From  a  judgment  on  the  verdict, 
after  the  overruling  of  motion  for  new  trial,  the  defendant 
brought  error  in  this  court 
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There  are  twenty-seven  assignments  in  the  petition  in 
error,  but  the  defendant,  in  his  brief,  complains  only  of 
certain  instructions  given  by  the  court,  and  of  the  refusal 
of  five  others  asked  by  the  defendant,  and  of  certain  errors 
in  the  admission  of  testimony,  and  that  the  verdict  is  not 
supported  by  the  evidence. 

So  far  as  the  refusal  of  the  instructions  is  concerned, 
the  exception  is  to  the  refusal  of  all  five  en  masse  The 
complaint  as  to  their  rejection  can  not  be  considered  unless 
all  of  the  instructions  should  have  been  given.  Hawkins 
r.  State,  fiO  Neb.,  380.  Instructions  2  and  4  seem  clearly 
to  have  been  properly  refused.  The  second  told  the  jury 
to  allow  defendant's  counter-claim  if  they  found  he  pro- 
cured a  new  contract  between  plaintiff  and  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell on  April  27,  1893,  and  the  fourth  instructed  that 
defendant  was  entitled  to  recover  if  he  made  no  charge  for 
procuring  the  new  contract  of  April  27.  Both  ignored 
other  issues  and  were  rightly  refused. 

Instructions  (1,  11,  12,  13  and  14,  given  by  the  court,  are 
excepted  to  separately  by  the  defendant  and  will  be  exam- 
ined. So  far  as  regards  the  sixth  instruction,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  see  how  this  could  have  prejudiced  the  defendant 
and  it  is  in  substance  the  same  as  the  first  instruction 
asked  by  him.  It  is  to  the  effect  that  a  real  estate  agent 
is  entitled  to  his  commission  if  he  gets  a  purchaser  willing 
and  able  to  take  the  property  at  the  terms  on  which  it  was 
left  with  him  for  sale.  In  the  form  given  by  the  court  it 
was  at  least  as  favorable  to  the  defendant  as  in  that  in 
which  he  had  requested  it,  and  he  can  complain  of  no  error 
in  this  respect. 

The  11th  instruction  told  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff 
bimself  retained  the  right  to  trade  and  dispose  of  his 
property;  it  also  told  the  jury  that  if  they  found  from  the 
evidence  that  defendant  did  not  bring  the  proposed  pur- 
chaser or  her  husband  to  plaintiff's  notice,  and  that  plain- 
tiff himself  knew  and  talked  with  either  or  both  of  them 
about  the  proposed  trade  before  the  defendant  introduced 
them,  nothing  should  be  allowed  on  the  counter-claim. 
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It  is  complained  that  this  took  away  from  the  jury  the 
question  of  Mr.  Buck's  exclusive  right  to  sell  the  property. 
Such  objection  is  not  well  taken,  for  the  defendant  made 
no  claim  of  any  exclusive  right  It  is  further  complained 
that  this  is  equivalent  to  instructing  the  jury  that,  i; 
plaintiff  had  any  previous  acquaintance  with  the  pro- 
posed purchaser,  this  would  deprive  defendant  of  his  com- 
mission. The  instruction  certainly  bears  no  such  inter- 
pretation and  seems  to  be  fairly  applicable  to  the  evidence. 
There  was  evidence  tending  to  show  some  years'  acquaint- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  with  the  proposed  pur- 
chaser's husband,  and  negotiations  for  a  trade  of  lands 
running  back  of  the  time  the  defendant  claims  the  lands 
were  listed  with  him  for  sale. 

The  12th  instruction,  also  complained  of,  told  the  jury 
that  no  commission  could  be  recovered  unless  the  agent 
acted  with  entire  integrity  and  good  faith,  nor  if  the  agent 
was  acting  in  the  interest  of  the  proposed  purchaser  and 
against  that  of  his  principal,  Hogeboom.  There  was  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  the  defendant  had  an  interest 
in  the  proposed  purchase  and  was  to  have  received  some 
portion  of  the  lands  which  he  claimed  were  listed  with 
him  for  sale.  It  is  true  that  there  is  a  dispute  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  contract  by  which  this  interest  arose  was  a 
separate  transaction,  hut  there  is  evidence  tending  to  show 
that  both  were  really  one  transaction ;  that  the  lands  had 
all  been  listed  at  the  same  time  and  that  the  supposed 
service  had  relation  to  both  transactions. 

The  14th  instruction  is  complained  of  by  the  defendant 
because  the  court,  in  connection  with  advice  to  the  jury 
as  to  what  is  a  preponderance  of  evidence,  took  occasion 
also  to  tell  the  jury  what  circumstances  might  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  weighing  it;  that  it  is  not  alone  to  be 
determined  by  the  entire  number  of  witnesses,  but  also  by 
their  means  of  knowledge,  conduct  and  demeanor  in  testi- 
fying, their  interest  or  lack  of  interest,  if  any,  in  the  suit, 
the  probability  or  improbability  of  their  statements,  and 
the  facts  and  circumstances  shown  at  the  trial  which 
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might  go  to  determine  the  weight  of  their  evidence.  It  is 
impossible  to  see  how  the  joining  of  this  with  instruction 
as  to  the  necessity  of  a  preponderance  could  have  had  any 
misleading  effect  and  the  instruction  seems  to  be  unob- 
jectionable in  itself.  The  jury  were  told  in  the  next  in- 
struction that  they  were  to  pass  on  the  credibility  of  the 
witnesses  and  determine  the  weight  of  the  evidence. 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  admission  of  Exhibit  7,  which 
is  a  contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant,  to- 
gether with  John  M.  Campbell,  for  the  sale  and  purchase 
of  certain  lands  which  formed  a  part  of  those  testified  to 
by  the  defendant  as  having  been  listed  with  him  by  plain- 
tiff for  sale  at  $75  per  acre.  The  contract  itself  refers  to 
the  other  one  made  with  Emma  Campbell  on  which  com- 
missions are  claimed.  It  recites  that  the  latter  was  made 
on  the  Bame  date  and  described  the  premises  plaintiff  was 
selling  as  the  remainder  of  a  tract  embraced  in  part  in  the 
contract  with  Emma  Campbell.  There  is  evidence  tending 
to  show  that  the  disposition  of  the  entire  tract  was  one 
of  the  conditions  of  any  transfer  of  a  portion  of  it  to  Emma 
Campbell.  It  is  clear  that  it  was  competent  for  the  jury 
to  consider  the  contract  shown  in  Exhibit  7  in  connection 
with  that  shown  by  the  defendant  in  Exhibit  1,  on  which 
the  counter-claim  for  commission  was  based,  and  that  the 
jury  was  warranted  in  finding  that  they  were  both  parts  of 
the  same  transaction. 

Complaint  is  also  made  of  the  admission  of  a  plat  in- 
tended to  show  roughly  the  relative  positions  of  the  sev- 
eral tracts  of  land  involved.  No  good  reason  is  given  here 
why  it  is  not  competent  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
introduced  and  sufficiently  accurate  to  answer  such  pur- 
pose. It  contained  information  of  importance  in  the  case 
and  was  verified  sufficiently  to  indicate  its  trustworthi- 
ness for  such  use. 

Complaint  is  also  made  as  to  the  admission  of  a  certified 
copy  of  the  proceedings  finding  the  plaintiff  insane  and 
appointing  a  guardian  for  him;  this  was  admitted  only, 
and  expressly,  to  account  for  his  absence  and  for  the  fact 
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that  a  guardian  had  appeared  for  him  at  defendant's  re- 
quest to  carry  on  the  action.  The  jury  were  told  clearly 
that  this  was  the  only  purpoise  of  this  evidence. 

Complaint  is  also  made  of  the  showing  in  evidence  of  a 
mortgage  by  plaintiff  to  Emma  Campbell  for  |7,500,  which 
was  a  part  of  the  transaction  in  the  proposed  exchange  of 
lands.  It  is  impossible  to  see  how  any  error  could  be 
predicated  upon  the  admission  of  this  mortgage  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  good  faith  and  acting  in  plaintiff's  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  in  making  the  exchange  with 
Emma  Campbell  are  expressly  denied  in  the  reply  and 
are  among  the  issues  in  this  case.  It  is  claimed  that  this 
mortgage  was  merely  to  secure  the  performance  by  plain- 
tiff of  his  part  of  the  agreement  for  an  exchange  and  that 
the  arrangement  for  it  by  defendant  was  one  of  the  badges 
of  his  lack  of  good  faith  in  the  transaction. 

The  finding  of  the  jury  as  to  the  defendant's  right  to  this 
$450  commission  claimed  by  him  seems  to  be  in  accord- 
ance with  the  weight  of  the  evidence  and  the  fair  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
transaction,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  there  is  any  prejudi- 
cial error  in  the  several  matters  complained  of. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  be  affirmed. 

Day  and  Kirkpatrick,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

NoTt— January  22,  1902,  the  above  cause  was  stricken  from  the 
docket  In  this  court  because  of  a  failure  to  properly  revive  tbe  action 
after  the  death  of  one  of  the  parties.  The  opinion  In  which  the  case 
is  stricken  may  be  found  In  63  Neb.,  672.  March  IS,  1902,  orders  of 
revivor,  reinstatement  and  rehearing  were  made  and  a  resubmission 
was  had  resulting  in  the  opinion  reported  above. — Refobteb. 
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James  Boyd,  appellant,  v.  Frederick  W.  Paph,  appellee. 

Filed  Mat  8,  1902.    No.  10,379. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:    Payment  to  Agent  Sufficient:    Cancella- 

tion. When  the  money  for  the  payment  of  a  note  secured  by  mort- 
gage has  reached  the  hands  of  an  agent  authorized  to  collect  It, 
the  debt  Is  paid,  and  the  mortgagor  Is  entitled  to  have  the  mort- 
gage, given  to  secure  the  debt,  canceled. 

2.  Mortgage  Foreclosure:     Payment:     Sumuuitcr  OF  Evidence.     The 

evidence  examined,  and  held  sufficient,  to  sustain  the  decree  of  the 
trial  court. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Boone  county.  Tried 
below  before  Albert,  J.    Affirmed, 

Charles  Riley  and  Flansburg  <£  Williams,  for  appellant 

J.  Dayton  Stire,  contra,  • 

Oldham,  C. 

On  December  5,  1888,  Maggie  Huetter  and  John  Fred- 
rick Huetter  obtained  a  loan  from  the  Globe  Investment 
Company  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  the  amount  of 
fl.,150,  due  in  five  years  from  that  date,  with  interest  at 
the  rate  of  sis  per  cent  per  annum,  interest  payable  semi- 
annually. To  obtain  this  loan  they  gave  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company  their  note  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  cer- 
tain lands  in  Boone  county,  Nebraska.  On  or  about  the 
20th  day  of  October,  1892,  the  Huetters  sold  and  conveyed 
this  real  estate  subject  to  this  mortgage  to  the  defendant, 
Fredrick  W.  Pape.  This  note  and  mortgage  was  sold  and 
assigned  by  the  Globe  Investment  Company,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  before  maturity,  to  John  Stuart  &  Co., 
Limited,  of  Manchester,  England,  and  by  the  latter  com- 
pany sold  and  assigned  to  James  Boyd,  the  plaintiff,  also 
for  a  valuable  consideration  and  before  maturity.  There 
was  no  notice  given  to  the  Huetters  or  to  the  defendant, 
Pape,  of  either  of  these  assignments,  nor  is  there  any  claim 
made  that  either  had  knowledge  thereof.    At  the  maturity 
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of  the  note  Pape  paid  this  debt  in  full  to  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company,  as  he  had  been  notified  to  do  by  it.  This 
payment  was  made  in  December,  1893,  but  the  money  was 
not  turned  over  to  John  Stuart  &  Co.  by  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company.  With  this  condition  of  affairs  the  Globe 
Investment  Company  in  September,  1895,  went  into  the 
hands  of  a  receiver  and  was  practically  insolvent  at  the 
time.  With  ail  hopes  of  collecting  the  money  from  the 
Globe  Investment  Company  gone  the  assignee  of  this  note 
and  mortgage  began  this  action  in  the  district  court  for 
Boone  county,  Nebraska,  for  the  purpose  of  foreclosing 
the  mortgage  on  the  land.  Upon  a  trial  thereof  a  decree 
was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  annulling  and 
cancelling  the  mortgage  and  the  cloud  created  thereby 
upon  the  title  removed,  as  prayed  for  in  his  answer.  From 
this  decree  the  plaintiff  appeals  to  this  court. 

This  decree  is  based  upon  the  theory  that  the  Globe  In- 
vestment Company  was  the  agent  of  John  Stuart  &  Co., 
Limited,  for  the  collection  of  this  debt,  and  this  is  the  main 
question  presented,  as  Mr.  Boyd  the  plaintiff  swears  in 
Mb  testimony  that  "I  instructed  my  bankers  who  held  the 
bond  and  mortgage  to  send  the  same  to  Messrs.  John  , 

Stuart  &  Co.,  Limited,  for  collection,  and  they  so  sent  it 
,  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1893."  The  testimony  in 
this  case  is  elaborate,  clear,  positive  and  in  the  main  not 
conflicting.  The  evidence  shows,  in  substance,  that  the 
Globe  Investment  Company  of  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
made  loans  in  the  United  States  secured  by  real  estate 
mortgages;  that  John  Stuart  &  Co.,  Limited,  of  Man- 
chester, England,  were  dealers  in  this  class  of  securities 
and  purchased  from  the  Globe  Investment  Company  a 
large  number  of  these  mortgages,  including  the  Huetter 
mortgage;  these  transactions  covered  a  number  of  years 
and  amounted  to  over  91,000,000;  that  John  Stuart  &  Co. 
sold  these  mortgages  to  their  customers,  or,  as  its  officer 
termed  it,  "to  its  clients,"  and  as  a  part  of  its  business 
looked  after  the  clients'  interest  and  principal  when  due 
and  remitted  the  amounts  to  the  holders  of  the  security. 
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This  mortgage  in  question  is  what  is  termed  by  the  in- 
vestment company  and  the  Stuart  company  as  between 
themselves  "a  guaranteed  security"  and  was  deemed  so 
by  virtue  of  the  following  contract  indorsed  on  the  bach 
of  the  coupon  note  or  bond,  as  follows : 
"GUARANTY. 

"In  consideration  of  value  received  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company  hereby  guarantees  the  payment  of  each 
coupon  hereto  attached  at  maturity,  and  the  payment  of 
this  principal  note  within  two  years  after  maturity — with 
interest  after  maturity — at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually;  provided  said  company 
shall  have  the  right  to  purchase  this  note  at  any  time  by 
paying  the  holder  hereof  its  face  value  and  accrued  inter- 
est at  date  of  payment ;  and  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  said 
holder  to  accept  such  payment  and  assign  and  deliver  to 
said  company  this  note  and  the  mortgage  given  to  secure 
it,  shall  release  said  company  from  all  further  liability 
hereon. 

"In  witness  whereof  the  said  Globe  Investment  Com- 
pany has  caused  its  corporate  seal  to  be  hereto  affixed  and 
this  guaranty  to  be  signed  in  its  name  and  behalf  by  its 
treasurer  this  eighteenth  day  of  December,  1888. 

"[Seal.]  Globe  Investment  Company, 

"By  Allison  Z.  Mason,  Treasurer." 

The  notes  and  mortgages  were  each  indorsed  in  blank 
by  the  investment  company  and  then  delivered  to  John 
Stuart  &  Co.,  Limited,  and  when  resold  by  it  the  name  of 
the  purchaser  was  inserted  in  the  blank  and  the  indorse- 
ment then  would  show  on  its  face  as  a  direct  indorsement 
from  the  investment  company  to  this  individual  purchaser, 
but  in  fact  this  blank  was  filed  by  the  Stuart  company  and 
the  investment  company  did  not  know  the  individual  pur- 
chaser and  had  no  business  relations  with  him.  The  John 
Stuart  &  Co.,  Limited,  in  its  own  name  still  collected  the 
interest  and  principal  when  due  on  these  mortgages,  and 
when  bo  doing  it  did  not  apply  to  the  mortgagors  or  the 


862  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Boyd  v.  Pape. 

owners  of  the  land  mortgaged,  but  in  each  instance  the 
collections  were  made  through  or  from  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company.  It  collected  nine  of  the  coupons  (all  but 
the  last)  in  this  manner  and  the  coupons  were  returned  to 
the  payor  shortly  after  each  payment  by  the  Globe  Invest- 
ment Company. 

The  testimony  of  Allison  Z.  Mason,  at  one  time  treasurer 
and  afterwards  president  of  the  Globe  Investment  Com- 
pany, is  before  us,  in  which  he  testified  in  part  as  follows: 

Q.  Please  state  fully  just  what  the  Globe  Investment 
Company  did  in  caring  for  the  loans  sold  to  John  Stuart 
&  Co.  and  by  them  sold  to  the  investors  in  England  or 
elsewhere. 

A.  The  company  collected  the  interest,  paid  the  taxes, 
attended  to  the  insurance,  examined  the  property,  col- 
lected the  principal,  foreclosed  the  mortgage  when  neces- 
Bary,  sold  the  land  after  foreclosure,  notified  the  borrower 
of  interest  or  principal  due. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  work  in  care  of  the  loan  as  de- 
scribed by  you,  if  any,  did  John  Stuart  &  Co.  do? 

A.  No  part, 

Q.  Does  your  statement  in  regard  to  the  care  of  loans 
sold  to  John  Stuart  &  Co.  include  each  and  every  loan  sold 
them? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  those  loans  sold  to  John  Stuart  &  Co.  did  John 
Stuart  &  Co.  have  any  direct  communication  with  the  bor- 
rower? 

A.  No,  sir. 

He  further  testified  that  he  visited  John  Stuart  &  Co., 
Limited,  a  number  of  times  in  England  and  the  three 
principal  managers,  naming  them,  had  frequently  visited 
the  offices  of  the  Globe  Investment  Company  in  Boston 
and  at  these  various  times  these  practices  in  caring  for 
loans  were  discussed  by  the  officers  of  the  respective  com- 
panies and  were  fully  understood  and  approved  by  the 
managers  of  the  John  Stuart  &  Co. ;  that  they  had  access 
to  the  books  of  the  investment  company  and  that  they  and 
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their  clients  owned  at  least  fifteen  per  cent  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Globe  Investment  Company.  This  testimony 
is  corroborated  by  J.  Lowell  Moore,  the  treasurer  of  the 
Globe  Investment  Company. 

The  only  apparent  conflict  that  we  find  in  the  entire  tes- 
timony is  found  in  the  testimony  of  Richard  Heaton  Smith, 
taken  at  Manchester,  England,  on  behalf  of  plaintiff, 
which,  by  the  way,  does  not  show  what  relation  he 
sustained  to  John  Stuart  &  Co.,  Limited,  nor  his  means  of 
knowledge,  but  be  testifies  as  follows: 

Q.  Describe  the  course  of  dealing  between  John  Stuart 
&  Co.,  Limited,  and  the  Globe  Investment  Company  in  the 
matter  of  the  collection  of  interest  coupons. 

A.  So  long  as  John  Stuart  &  Co.,  and  John  Stuart  & 
Co.,  Limited,  continued  to  buy  securities  of  the  Globe  In- 
vestment Company,  that  is  up  to  the  close  of  1890,  they 
remitted  coupons  and  past  due  mortgages  direct  to  the 
Globe  Investment  Company  and  the  Globe  Investment 
Company  received  the  same  as  cash  remittances,  crediting 
the  account  of  John  Stuart  &  Co.,  or  John  Stuart  &  Co., 
Limited,  for  the  same. 

Q.  Then  up  to  the  time  of  which  you  speak  there  was  no 
question  of  collecting  notes  or  anything  of  the  kind ;  the 
Globe  Investment  Company  simply  bought  them  back  at 
maturity? 

A.  Yes. 

■He  further  says  that  in  December,  1890,  John  Stuart  & 
Co.,  Limited,  appointed  a  firm  in  New  York  city  as  its 
agents,  and  on  September  4,  1891,  changed  this  agency  to 
Boston  by  making  the  firm  of  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  of 
Boston,  its  agents.  This  agency,  the  evidence  clearly  shows, 
was  not  created  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  interest 
and  principal  of  these  loans  when  due  from  the  borrower, 
but  was  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  each  as  it  matured 
from  the  Globe  Investment  Company.  Prior  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  this  agency,  John  Stuart  &  Co.  conducted 
its  business  by  its  own  officers  directly  with  the  Globe  In- 
vestment Company;  after  the  establishment  of  this  agency 


864  NEBRASKA  REPORTS.     [Unofficial. 

Boyd  v.  Papa. 

it  conducted  its  business  with  the  Globe  Investment  Com- 
pany through  this  agency.  The  character  of  the  business 
conducted  was  the  same  in  each  instance.  The  nature  of 
the  business  was  not  changed,  but  the  conduit  by  which 
it  was  carried  on  was  changed  from  direct,  by  itself,  to  in- 
direct, through  its  agency,  and  this  was  all  the  change 
made,  and  for  this  reason  this  agency  is  of  no  consequence 
in  the  determination  of  this  controversy.  Any  suggestion 
to  the  contrary  should  be  silenced  by  a  perusal  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter : 

"Manchester,  18th  April,  1894. 
"Messrs.  Globe  Investment  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

"Dear  Sir:  We  had  this  pleasure  on  the  14th  inst.  and 
are  since  without  any  of  your  valued  favors. 

"D.  985 ;  5,4485.  Holders  are  trustees.  They  ask  what 
prospects  there  are  of  repayment.  If  you  think  that  these 
should  be  renewed  and  borrower  unable  to  pay  them  off, 
kindly  advise  us  how  interest  has  been  kept  up  and  if  all 
taxes  are  paid  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  such  in- 
formation when  asking  them  to  grant  renewals. 

"For  John  Stuart  &  Oo.,  Limited. 
"Thomas  Wobthington." 

A  significant  fact  about  this  letter  is  that  it  is  speaking 
about  the  identical  loan  involved  in  this  action.  Its  num- 
ber is  5,4484.  This  letter  was  written  long  after  the 
establishment  of  this  purported  agency,  in  fact  after  the 
payment  of  this  loan  by  Pape,  and  it  would  seem  to  show 
that  John  Stuart  &  Co.,  Limited,  was  still  relying  on  the 
Globe  Investment  Company  to  conduct  all  business  per- 
taining to  these  loans  with  the  borrower,  and  in  this  re- 
spect it  corroborates  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  Mason 
and  Moore,  supray  on  this  point.  This  evidence  clearly 
establishes  the  agency  upon  which  the  decree  is  based. 

This  conclusion  disposes  of  the  case,  and  therefore  we 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
question  of  the  negotiability  of  the  note  under  the  peculiar 
form  of  indorsement  set  out  in  this  opinion. 
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We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  affirmed. 

Barnrb  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Ed  L.  Willits  v.  Harlan  County. 

Filed  Mat  8,  1902.    No.  10,682. 

Commissi  on  ar'a  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Appall  and  Error:  Judgment  Dedtob  Not  a  Pabtt  to  Ereob  Pboceeh- 
inos:  j cbis diction.  Where  a  judgment  Is  entered  In  the  district 
court  in  favor  of  a  party  to  the  proceedings,  and  error  from  such 
Judgment,  la  prosecuted  to  this  court  without  making  such  party  a 
party  to  the  error  proceedings,  this  court  has  no  Jurisdiction  to 
determine  the  correctness  of  the  Judgment 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county.  Tried 
below  before  Beall,  J.    Petition  in  error  dismissed. 

John  Everson,  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

J.  O.  Thompson  and  W.  B.  Morion,  contra. 

KlRKPATBICK,  C. 

This  is  an  error  proceeding  prosecuted  from  a  judgment 
of  the  district  court  for  Harlan  county,  in  which  it  was  ad- 
judged that  the  Harlan  County  Agricultural  Society  was 
entitled  to  recover  the  sum  of  $300  from  Harian  county 
for  the  year  1897.  The  facts  in  the  controversy,  briefly 
stated,  are:  The  Harlan  County  Agricultural  Society, 
situated  in  Harlan  county,  held  a  county  fair  each  year 
from  its  organization  in  1876  up  to  and  including  1896, 
except  the  year  1894;  and  prior  to  July  13,  1897,  it  pre- 
sented to  the  county  board  a  certificate,  signed  by  its  pres- 
ident and  secretary,  in  the  words  following: 

"To  S.  L.  Roberts,  clerk,  Harlan  county,  Nebraska :  This 

certifies  that  the  Harlan  County,  Nebraska,  Agricultural 

Society  held  its  annual  fair  for  the  year  1896,  September 

9, 10, 11,  and  12, 1896,  at  Orleans,  Nebraska;  that  the  sum 
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of  $50  has  been  raised  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  society,  and  the  said  agricultural  society  is  en- 
titled to  the  appropriation  provided  and  directed  by  law 
from  the  county  treasury. 

"M.  B.  Holland,  President. 

"D.  R.  Wagonbb,  Secretary." 

The  county  board,  on  July  13, 1897,  acting  on  this  claim, 
allowed  the  society  $300. 

It  further  appears  that  a  second  agricultural  society, 
known  as  the  Harlan  County  Fair  Association,  filed  a 
similar  certificate,  and  was  allowed  $50.  From  the  action 
of  the  county  board  allowing  these  two  claims  plaintiff  in 
error,  who  was  a  taxpayer  of  the  county,  appealed  to  the 
district  court.  The  action  allowing  $50  to  the  Harlan 
County  Fair  Association  was  reconsidered  and  the  claim 
disallowed,  thus  eliminating  that  part  of  the  controversy. 

In  the  district  court,  plaintiff  in  error,  by  order  of  court, 
was  required  to  file  a  petition,  setting  up  his  reasons  why 
the  claim  of  the  Harlan  County  Agricultural  Society 
should  not  have  been  allowed.  To  this  petition  the  county 
of  Harlan  filed  an  answer,  admitting  the  official  char- 
acter of  the  board  and  the  allowance  of  the  claim,  and  de- 
nying generally  other  matters  pleaded  in  the  petition. 
Trial  was  had  to  the  court,  without  a  jury,  and  resulted  in 
a  judgment  that  the  agricultural  society  was  entitled  to 
recover  the  sum  of  $300  allowed  by  the  board.  From  this 
judgment  plaintiff  in  error  brings  the  case  to  this  court  for 
review.    No  brief  is  filed  by  defendant  in  error. 

It  is  apparent  that  this  court  has  uo  jurisdiction  of  the 
question  involved.  In  a  controversy  of  this  character  the 
interests  of  the  county  and  the  appellant  taxpayer  are 
identical,  and  no  issue  could  properly  be  raised  between 
them.  The  real  controversy  in  the  case  was  between  the 
claimant,  the  agricultural  society,  and  the  county.  As 
the  case  stands  upon  the  record  presented,  the  agriculturfcl 
society  is  not  even  a  party  to  the  proceedings,  and  does  not 
in  any  way  appear  in  this  court.  A  judgment  having  been 
entered  in  the  district  court  in  favor  of  the  agricaltural 


Vol.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902.  867 

Mcekor  v.  Waldron. 

society,  it  is  clear  that  the  validity  of  such  judgment  can 
not  be  examined  upon  error  proceedings  in  this  court  with- 
out by  proper  proceedings  making  the  agricultural  society 
a  party  herein.  This  has  not  been  done;  the  agricultural 
society  is  not  made  a  party  by  the  petition  in  error,  and  no 
summons  in  error  has  been  served  upon  it,*  and  there  has 
been  no  -appearance  herein  by  the  society.  It  is  therefore 
recommended  that  the  petition  in  error  be  dismissed. 

Hastings  and  Dat,  CO.,  concur. 

Petition  in  bbbob  dismissed. 


K.  H.  Meeker,  Trustee,  appellee,  v.  Harvey  R.  Wai> 

DBON   BT   AL.,    APPELLANTS. 

Ptub  Mat  8,  1902.    No.  11,041. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

Chattel  Mortgage  Foreclosure :  Issues  examined,  and  found  to  be 
similar  in  all  respects  with  the  Issues  determined  by  this  court  In 
the  case  of  Meeker  v.  Waldron,  62  Neb.,  689,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  ES9, 
which  case  la  approved  and  followed. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Cass  county.  Tried 
below  before  Ramsey,  J.    Affirmed. 

Samuel  M.  Chapman,  tor  appellants. 

Strode  de  Strode,  centra. 

Oldham,  O. 

In  this  case  the  appellee,  who  styles  himself  in  the  cap- 
tion "N.  H.  Meeker,  Trustee  for  and  on  behalf  of  Caroline 
Pinlay,  Gertrude  Cutler,  Mrs.  Sampson,  first  name  un- 
known, Bank  of  Cass  County,  a  corporation,  S.  L.  Sears, 
Robert  Gullion,  and  L.  C.  Sterling,"  filed  a  petition  in  the 
district  court  tor  Cass  county  on  the  7th  day  of  March, 
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1898,  the  main  object  being  to  foreclose  a  chattel  mort- 
gage given  by  the  appellant,  Harvey  R.  Waldron,  to  one 
Joseph  H.  McKinnon. 

The  petition  alleges,  in  substance,  that  the  appellant, 
Waldron,  made  and  delivered  his  several  promissory  notes 
as  follows :  One  to  Caroline  Finlay  for  f  600,  dated  April 
4,  1896,  dne  ninety  days  from  date;  one  to  Gertrude  Cut- 
ler for  $550  dated  January  28, 1896,  due  in  one  year  from 
date ;  one  to  Mrs.  L.  C.  Sterling  for  (500  dated  March  12, 

1896,  due  one  year  from  date;  one  to  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sampson 
for  $400,  dated  August  12,  1896,  due  one  year  from  date ; 
one  to  the  Bank  of  Cass  County  for  $350,  dated  July  12, 

1897,  due  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  from  date,  and 
one  to  S.  L.  Sears  for  $1,000,  no  date  nor  time  of  payment 
fixed ;  and  two  notes  to  Robert  Gullion,  one  for  $413  and 
one  for  $300,  each  dated  April  1, 1896,  and  due  six  months 
after  date.  After  setting  out  the  notes  above  indicated 
in  htEc  verba,  with  the  usual  allegations  that  no  part  of 
said  notes  has  been  paid,  etc.,  he  further  alleges  that 
"Your  petitioner  further  represents  nnto  the  court  that 
J.  H.  McKinnon,  whose  name  appears  on  each  of  the 
above  described  notes,  signed  the  same  and  each  of 
them  as  surety  and  that  said  Harvey  R.  Waldron,  prin- 
cipal, for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  payment  of  the 
said  notes  and  each  of  them  upon  their  maturity  and 
indemnifying  the  said  J.  H.  McKinnon  for  becoming 
surety  thereon,  on  or  about  July  22,  1896,  at  the  in- 
stance and  request  of  the  payees  of  said  notes,  executed 
and  delivered  his  certain  chattel  mortgage  to  the  said  J. 
H.  McKinnon  upon  the  following  described  property,  be- 
ing the  property  of  the  said  Harvey  R.  Waldron  situated 
in  Cass  county,  Nebraska,  to  wit:"  Here  follows  a  de- 
scription of  the  property,  after  which  come  the  further  al- 
legations : 

"By  the  terms  and  condition  of  the  said  mortgage  it  was 
provided  as  follows:  'Above  mortgage  is  given  to  secure 
the  said  McKinnon  for  signing  notes:  Caroline  Finlay, 
$600;  Gertrude  Cutler,  $550;  Mrs.  Sampson,  $400;  Bank 
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of  Cass  County,  $400;  S.  L.  Sears,  $1,000;  Robert  Gullion, 
two  notes,  $713,  together  with  interest,  also  Sterling  note, 
$500.' 

"By  the  terms  and  conditions  of  said  mortgage  it  was 
provided  'that  if  the  said  Harvey  R.  Waldron  shall  pay  to 
the  said  Joseph  H.  McKinnon,  his  heirs,  assigns,  etc.,  his 
one  certain  promissory  note  dated  July  22,  1896,  and 
described  as  follows,  to  wit:  one  for  $4,163  payable  July 
22,  1897,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per 
annum  according  to  the  tenor  thereof,  or  pay  the  notes 
secured  by  the  said  J.  H.  McKinnon's  name,  then  these 
presents  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  in  full  force  and 
effect' " 

The  petition  further  alleges  the  filing  of  the  mortgage 
in  the  office  of  the  county  clerk  of  Cass  county,  and  then 
this  further  allegation:  "Your  petitioner  further  repre- 
sents that  on  or  about  the  11th  day  of  August,  1897,  the 
said  J.  H.  McKinnon  assigned,  set  over  and  transferred 
to  this  plaintiff,  as  trustee  for  and  on  behalf  of  Caroline 
Finlay,  Gertrude  Cutler,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Sampson,  Bank  of 
Cass  County,  S.  I*  Sears,  Robert  Gullion  and  L.  C.  Ster- 
ling, said  mortgage  and  all  rights  and  interests  therein 
or  by  virtue  thereof,  with  full  authority  to  foreclose  said 
mortgage  and  apply  the  proceeds  resulting  therefrom 
upon  the  original  indebtedness  thereby  secured  to-wit,  the 
notes  herein  before  set  out."  The  further  allegations  of  the 
petition  relate  to  the  condition  and  mismanagement  of 
the  mortgaged  property  and  are  not  material  to  this  in- 
quiry. 

Waldron  filed  an  answer,  the  material  things  in  which 
are  that  he  denied  that  Meeker  is  the  trustee  of  the  several 
alleged  creditors  and  that  be  shows  no  rights  either  equi- 
table or  otherwise  in  his  petition  to  prosecute  or  maintain 
this  action;  and  that  said  mortgage  was  an  indemnity 
mortgage  and  waB  given  to  secure  a  note  for  $4,163  only, 
upon  which  the  said  Meeker  does  not  preteud  to  ask  for 
foreclosure  in  his  petition. 

To  this  answer  Meeker  filed  a  general  denial    On  these 
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issues  trial  was  had,  which  resulted  in  findings  and  judg- 
ment for  plaintiff  foreclosing  the  chattel  mortgage  as 
prayed  for  in  the  petition,  from  which  Waldron  appeals  to 
this  court. 

Every  issue  involved  in  this  case  has  been  fully  de- 
termined by  this  court  on  issues  identical  in  character 
between  the  same  parties  in  the  case  of  Meeker  v.  Wal- 
dron, 62  Neb.,  689,  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  539,  and  on  the  author- 
ity of  that  decision  this  case  should  be  affirmed,  and  we 
so  recommend. 

Babnbb  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 


Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  appeli.ee, 
v.  Fritz  Klatt  bt  al.,  Impleaded  with  James  E. 
Ebebsolb,  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Fred 
Klatt,  Deceased,  appellants. 

Fujd  May  8,  1902.    No.  11,072. 

Co  lninlBBi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  1. 

Mortgage  Foreclosure:  Party  in  Interest:  Legal  Capacity  to  Sdb: 
Evidence.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  insufficient  to  sustain  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Fawcett,  J.  Affirmed. 

Frank  Heller,  for  appellants. 

John  D.  Ware,  pro  se,  as  guardian  ad  litem. 

Tibbets  Bros.,  Morey  &  Anderson,  contra. 

Kibkpatbiok,  O. 

This  is  a  suit  brought  in  the  district  court  for  Douglas 
county  by  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Go.  against 
Fritz  Klatt  and  William  Klatt,  heirs,  and  against  James 
E.  Ebersole,  administrator,  of  the  estate  of  Fred  Klatt, 
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deceased,  and  others,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  claimed  to 
have  been  executed  by  Fred  Klatt  in  his  lifetime  to  the 
Mutual  Investment  Company  of  Omaha  for  the  sum  of  $2,- 
500.  The  petition  is  in  the  usual  form,  and  pleads  that 
appellee,  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
for  a  valuable  consideration  and  before  maturity,  pur- 
chased the  note  and  mortgage  in  suit  from  the  payee,  the 
Mutual  Investment  Company  of  Omaha,  and  that  the  same 
was  duly  assigned  and  delivered  to  appellee.  Fritz  Klatt, 
being  a  minor,  John  D.  Ware  was  appointed  bis  guardian 
ad  litem,  and  filed  au  answer,  which  pleads  that  plaintiff 
in  error  is  not  the  owner  of  the  note  and  mortgage  set  out, 
and,  in  addition,  pleads  the  want  of  legal  capacity  of  the 
appellee  to  maintain  the  suit,  and  a  general  denial.  The 
answer  of  James  E.  Ebersole,  administrator,  pleads-  the 
want  of  legal  capacity  in  appellee  to  maintain  the  suit, 
and  a  general  denial.  To  these  answers  a  general  denial 
was  filed  for  reply.  Trial  was  had,  which  resulted  in  a 
decree  of  foreclosure,  from  which  an  appeal  is  prosecuted 
to  this  court 

The  only  question  presented  is  whether  or  not  the  evi- 
dence is  sufficient  to  support  the  decree.  The  evidence  is 
very  brief,  and  tends  to  establish,  first,  that  Fred  Klatt  in 
his  lifetime  executed  the  note  and  mortgage  in  suit,  and 
delivered  them  to  the  Mutual  Investment  Company  of 
Omaha ;  second,  that  the  amount  due  on  the  note  and  mort- 
gage, including  principal  and  interest  at  the  time  of  the 
suit,  was  $3,050.55,  and  that  no  action  at  law  had  been 
brought  to  recover  any  part  of  the  amount  alleged  to  be 
due.  The  principal  objection  is  that  there  is  no  evidence 
to  support  the  allegations  of  the  petition  that  appellee  was 
the  owner  of  the  note  and  mortgage  in .  suit.  The  only 
evidence  in  the  record  tending  to  establish  this  allegation 
in  the  petition  is  the  evidence  of  one  W.  H.  Russell,  who 
appears  to  be  attorney  for  appellee,  who  testified  to  hav- 
ing the  note  and  mortgage  in  his  possession.  While  this 
witness  does  not  swear  that  he  is  the  attorney  for  appellee 
and  that  he  has  the  note  and  mortgage  in  his  possession 
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representing  the  appellee,  the  trial  court  no  doubt  took 
notice  of  the  fact  that  he  was  the  attorney  for  appellee, 
and  no  doubt  regarded  hie  possession  of  the  note  and  mort- 
gage as  sufficient  evidence  to  create  a  presumption  of 
ownership  in  appellee.  While  this  evidence  is  very  meagre 
and  unsatisfactory,  we  are  of  opinion  that,  where  no  evi- 
dence is  offered  tending  to  contradict  the  ownership  of  the 
note  and  mortgage  in  suit  in  appellee,  evidence  of  posses- 
sion alone  is  sufficient  to  support  the  judgment  It  is 
therefore  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district 
court  he  affirmed. 

Hastings  and  Day,  CO.,  concur. 

Affirmed. 

Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 


Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  appellee, 
v.  Peitz  Klatt  et  al.,  Impleaded  with  James  E. 
Ebebsole,  Administrator  of  the  Estate  of  Fred 
Klatt,  Deceased,  appellants. 

Filed  November  6,  1903.  No.  11,072. 
Commissioner's^ opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Bills  and  Notes:    Possession  as  Evidence  ok  Ownership.    Possession 

of  a  promissory  note  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  its  ownership. 

2.  Case  Distinguished.    Grant  v.  Clarke,  58  Neb.,  73,  distinguished. 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  870. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Douglas  county. 
Tried  below  before  Pawcett,  J.  Former  opinion  ad- 
hered to  and  judgment  below  reaffirmed. 

Frank  Heller,  for  appellants. 

John  D.  Ware,  pro  se.,  as  guardian  ad  litem. 

Tibbets  Bros.,  Moray  &  Anderson,  contra. 


Vol.  2]  JANUARY  TERM,  1902.  873 

Michigan  Mutual  Ufa  Inn.  Co.  V.  KlatL 

Oldham,  G. 

The  former  opinion  in  this  case  delivered  by  Kirk- 
••atbick,  C,  will  be  found  reported  ante,  page  870.  and 
in  90  K.  W.  Rep.,  754.  A  full  statement  of  thecase  is  con- 
tained in  this  opinion.  Appellants  have  been  granted  a 
rehearing  on  the  question  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  testi- 
mony to  sustain  the  judgment.  The  petition  in  this  case, 
after  alleging  the  execution  and  delivery  of  the  negotiable 
bond  and  mortgage  in  suit  to  the  Mutual  Investment  Com- 
pany, of  Omaha,  Neb.,  by  defendants'  intestate,  alleges 
"that  for  a  valuable  consideration  and  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  business"  the  Mutual  Investment  Company  sold, 
assigned  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  herein  the  said 
bond  and  mortgage,  and  that  "the  plaintiff  is  now  the  legal 
owner  and  holder  thereof."  Appellants'  answer  in  the 
court  below  was  a  general  denial.  As  set  forth  in  the 
original  opinion,  appellee,  by  its  attorney,  produced  the 
bond  and  mortgage  and  introduced  the  same  in  evidence  at 
the  trial  of  the  cause  without  proof  of  the  indorsement  on 
the  bond.  It  also  proved  the  execution  and  delivery  of  the 
original  bond  and  mortgage  by  appellants'  intestate  to  the 
Mutual  Investment  Company,  and  the  amount  due  thereon, 
and  introduced  evidence  tending  to  show  that  no  action  at 
law  had  been  instituted  for  the  collection  of  the  debt,  or 
any  part  thereof,  and  then  rested. 

It  is  urged  that  this  proof  is  not  sufficient  to  sustain  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court,  finding  the  amount  due  on  the 
bond  and  decreeing  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage,  and 
that  the  opinion  of  the  learned  commissioner  at  the  former 
hearing  of  this  cause  is  in  conflict  with  the  decision  of  this 
court  in  the  case  of  Grant  v.  Clarke,  58  Neb.,  72,  78  N.  W. 
Rep.,  364,  and  cases  therein  cited.  Grant  v.  Clarke  was  a 
suit  by  the  indorsee  of  a  promissory  note  for  the  fore- 
closure of  the  note  and  mortgage  in  which  the  petition 
alleged  that  "by  the  indorsement  of  Martha  M.  Ish  and  the 
indorsement  of  H.  Ambler  plaintiff  had  become  the  owner 
of  said  notes,  and  entitled  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  secur- 
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ing  .the  same,"  but  no  allegation  was  made  that  plaintiff 
was  the  owner- of  the  note  either  by  purchase  for  value  or 
the  delivery  thereof.  In  the  trial  of  the  case  plaintiff  in- 
troduced the  note,  but  failed  to  prove  the  indorsements 
thereon,  consequently  the  court  held  that  the  evidence 
was  not  sufficient  to  support  the  decree  foreclosing  the 
mortgage.  The  cases  cited  in  support  of  this  decision,  so 
far  as  they  throw  any  light  on  the  questions  at  issue, 
simply  hold  that  the  mere  introduction  of  an  instrument 
in  evidence  does  not  carry  with  it  the  indorsements 
thereon,  and  this  is  all,  as  we  understand  it,  that  the  court 
determined  in  the  cases  just  referred  to.  In  the  case  at 
bar,  plaintiff  does  not  allege  title  to  the  bond  and  right 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage  by  indorsement  alone,  but  al- 
leges title  by  purchase  and  delivery  as  well  as  by  assign- 
ment On  the  trial  of  the  case  plaintiff  produced  the  bond 
and  mortgage  and  introduced  the  same  in  evidence.  The 
only  question  to  determine  is  whether  or  not  the  possession 
of  a  negotiable  bond  and  mortgage  by  the  alleged  owner 
thereof  and  the  introduction  of  the  same  in  evidence  is 
prima  facie  proof  of  the  ownership  thereof.  We  have  an 
answer  in  the  affirmative  of  this  proposition  by  a  decision 
of  onr  own  court  in  Greeley  State  Bank  v.  Line,  50  Neb., 
431,  and  consequently  need  not  pursue  the  investigation 
further. 

We  therefore  conclude  that  the  opinion  of  the  learned 
commissioner  at  the  former  hearing  of  this  cause  is  right 
and  should  be  adhered  to. 

Barnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

POBMBB  OPINION  OF  AFFIRMANCE  ADHEEED  TO. 

Pound,  C,  concurring. 

In  Greeley  State  Bank  v.  lAne,  50  Neb.,  434,  it  is  held 
that  a  promissory  note  secured  by  mortgage  may  be  as- 
signed by  sale  and  delivery  without  any  indorsement  or 
formal  written  assignment,  and  that  one  who  holds  by  the 
equitable  title  based  on  such  a  sale  and  delivery  may  main.- 
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tain  a  foreclosure  suit.  The  plaintiff  in  this  case  alleged 
ownership  by  sale  and  delivery.  Has  it  made  prima  facie 
proof  thereof?  We  are  cited  to  Skarmer  v.  Mcintosh,  43 
Neb.,  509,  to  show  that  it  did  not  But  in  that  case  pos- 
session and  production  in  court  were  relied  on  to  show 
that  certain  notes,  unindorsed,  had  been  pledged.  There 
was  other  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  notes  had  not 
been  pledged,  and  the  person  producing  them  bore  such 
relation  to  the  alleged  pledgor  that  his  custody  was  not 
inconsistent  with  ownership  and  possession  in  the  latter. 
Hence  that  case  is  not  applicable.  No  question  as  to  the 
plaintiff's  title  was  raised  at  the  trial  in  the  case  at  bar. 
Plaintiff  produced  the  note  and  mortgage  as  owner  and 
had,  so  far  as  appears,  undisputed  title  thereto  and  pos- 
session thereof.  There  was  no  cross-examination  as  to 
how  such  possession  came  about,  and  no  attempt  to  dis- 
pute it.  The  rules  of  pleading  that  permit  a  general  denial 
in  foreclosure  suits  and  encourage  mortgagors  to  swear  to 
such  general  denials,  involving  denial  of  their  own  solemn 
and  acknowledged  instruments,  in  the  hope  that  on  the 
hearing  the  plaintiff  may  omit  some  small  point  of  proof 
or  fail  to  make  some  element  of  his  case  sufficiently  clear, 
while  the  mortgagor  sits  back  and  offers  no  substantial  or 

/*fet  to  make  the  situation  worse  nor  to  encourage  so  in/. 

^meritorious  defense,  are  unfortunate.   ,The  courts  ought/ 
equitable  a  practice  by  undue  technicality  or  hypercritical 
Bcrutiny  in  weighing  the  evidence  a  plaintiff  produces  in 
his  formal  proof  in  such  cases. 


John  h.  McConnell  t.  L.  Bbttman  &  Company. 

Files  Mat  I,  IMS.    No.  11,224. 

Commissi  oiler's  opinion.     Department  No.  1. 

Landlord  and  Tenant:  Fumishino  Heat  With  Bunnnia:  Not  Stitb- 
la.tet>  en  Lease:  Custom:  Evidence.  Evidence  by  a  number  of 
real  estate  dealers  and  managers,  In  general  terms,  that  a  leasing 
of  a  room  was  by  custom  la  the  city  of  Lincoln  understood  to  in- 
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elude  an  agreement  of  the  loasoi'  to  furnish  heat,  when  he  main- 
tained a  heating  plant  In  the  building,  where  each  witness 
acknowledged  that  In  cases  of  written  leasee  it  wae  usual  to  Incor- 
porate an  agreement  as  to  the  matter,  and  no  instance  of  such 
heating  by  the  lessor  wlthont  a  stipulation  to  that  effect  In  the 
case  of  a  written  lease  could  be  cited,  held  Insufficient  to  uphold  a 
verdict  for  defendant  In  an  action  to  recover  for  furnishing  such 
heat  to  a  tenant  whose  written  lease  contained  no  such  stipula- 
tion and  who  did  not  claim  that  any  express  agreement  to  furnish 
it  was  made. 

Error  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Reversed. 

A.  8.  Tibbetgj  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Stevens  &  Cochran,  contra. 

Hastings,  O. 

This  is  an  action  to  recover  $ 500  for  steam  heat  for  the 
store-room  at  No.  1031  O  street,  in  Lincoln,  daring  the 
two  years  from  February  1,  1892,  to  February  1,  1894,  at 
$250  per  year.  From  a  verdict  and  judgment  for  defend- 
ants, plaintiff  brings  error. 

On  January  22,  plaintiff  waB  allowed  to  file  a  brief  out 
of  time,  and  obtained  leave  to  do  so  as  to  two  questions: 
First,  the  construction  of  the  lease  under  which  the  defend- 
ants held  the  premises,  and,  second,  the  sufficiency  of  the 
evidence  to  sustain  the  verdict  in  their  favor.  These  ques- 
tions alone  will  be  considered. 

The  first  Is  evidently  of  importance  only  as  bearing  on 
the  second.  The  lease,  in  terms,  makes  no  reference  to  the 
heat, -except  that  it  contains  a  provision  that  the  tenant 
shall  keep  the  steam  pipes  in  repair.  The  only  steam 
pipes  in  the  building  were  heating  pipes.  Plaintiff 
alleges  and  testifies  to  an  oral  agreement  by  defend- 
ants to  pay  $250  per  year  for  heat.  This  agreement 
is  denied  in  both  pleading  and  testimony.  The  heat- 
ing of  the  room  by  plaintiff  is  not  denied;  no  attempt  is 
made  to  prove  any  contract  on  his  part  to  heat  the  room 
outside  of  the  lease.    A  right  to  such  heat  under  the  lease 
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ia  sought  to  be  established  by  proof  of  custom  to  furnish 
heat  with  rooms  in  the  case  of  steam  heated  buildings,  and 
when  the  owner  maintained  a  heating  plant  So  far  as  the 
plaintiff's  assertion  of  the  oral  contract  is  concerned,  there 
is  evidence  to  sustain  the  jury's  finding  against  him.  So 
far  as  the  existence  of  a  custom  in  the  city  of  Lincoln  to 
furnish  heat  with  the  rooms  under  such  circumstances, 
the  evidence  is  not  satisfactory.  It  appears  clearly  that 
such  was  the  practice  of  plaintiff  himself  in  regard  to 
other  rooms  in  the  same  building,  but  with  no  written  lease 
in  that  case.  Such  a  custom  is  testified  to  by  the  witnesses 
Stevens,  Sizer,  Mosely,  Randall,  Blair,  Read  and  Muller, 
although  all  of  them  say  it  was  usual  to  insert  a  stipula- 
tion for  heat  in  leases  and  most  of  them  admit  that  they 
knew  of  no  instances  of  written  leases  where  such  heat 
was  furnished  without  such  an  agreement  in  the  lease. 
The  non-existence  of  any  such  custom  is  testified  to  in 
very  positive  terms  by  three  experienced  real  estate  men, 
who  assert  that  it  is  never  usual  to  furnish  heat,  except 
when  stipulated  for  in  the  lease.  A  considerable  portion 
of  the  bill  of  exceptions  embodying  testimony  of  plaintiff, 
McConnell,  seems  never  to  have  been  placed  before  the 
jury.  It  is  contended  by  the  plaintiff  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence in  this  record  to  preclude  his  recovering  for  the  heat- 
ing which  he  admittedly  furnished,  except  the  showing  as 
to  this  alleged  custom.  It  is  claimed  that  such  custom  is 
only  attempted  to  be  shown  as  a  merely  local  one,  that 
there  is  no  attempt  at  a  showing  that  it  was  either  gen- 
eral or  was  known  to  defendant,  who  denies  its  existence 
in  toto.  It  is  claimed  that  there  is  nothing  here  which  es- 
tablishes with  any  conclusiveness  the  existence  of  a  cus- 
tom in  the  first  place,  and  nothing  whatever  to  show  that 
it  was  known  to  plaintiff  or  that  the  contract  was  made 
with  reference  to  it  It  must  be  conceded  that  of  direct 
testimony  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  McConnell  of  any 
such  custom  there  is  none.  There  iB,  however,  the  proof 
of  his  ownership  and  renting  the  building  and  of  his  own 
action  in  dealing  with  his  tenant,  Stevens.     If  the  exist- 
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ence  of  such  a  custom  in  the  renting  of  the  premises  under 
such  circumstances  in  the  city  of  Lincoln  is  conceded, 
there  seem  to  be  facts  in  this  record  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  conclusion  of  the  jury  that  McConnell  was  aware  of  it. 
In  our  view,  however,  the  mere  general  statement  of  these 
several  witnesses  that  there  was  such  a  custom  when 
taken  in  connection  with  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  any  in- 
stance of  its  application  in  connection  with  a  written 
lease,  and  their  own  statement  in  each  instance  that  it 
was  nsual  to  put  such  a  stipulation  in  the  lease  where 
written  leases  were  made,  makes  the  evidence  of  such  a 
custom  quite  insufficient  to  uphold  a  finding  that  it  ex- 
isted and  was  a  part  of  this  contract 

The  question  seems  to  be  whether  heat  was  intended  to 
be  included  in  this  lease  when  it  was  made.  The  evidence, 
as  we  have  seen,  is  quite  insufficient  to  establish  any  ad- 
ditional terms  in  this  lease  by  means  of  any  custom  pre- 
vailing in  the  city  in  view  of  which  it  was  claimed  to  be 
made.  There  is  nothing  else  in  the  evidence  by  which 
such  an  agreement  for  heat  could  be  incorporated  into  this 
lease. 

Of  course,  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  surrounding 
the  making  of  the  contract  are  admissible  so  far  as  they 
tend  to  throw  light  on  its  meaning.  Among  these  is  the 
rental  value  of  the  premises.  Only  one  witness,- however, 
D.  W.  Mosely,  testifies  as  to  the  rental  value  of  the  rooms. 
He  thought  the  rent,  $240  per  month,  the  full  rental  value 
with  heat,  hut  he  admitted  that  he  did  not  know  for  what 
sums  the  rooms  had  rented  before  and  subsequently,  and 
that  rents  were  higher  in  1892  than  since.  A.  D.  Burr  tes- 
tified to  making  the  lease;  that  defendants  bought  out  one 
Simmons  and  were  to  have  the  rooms  on  same  terms  as 
Simmons  did;  that  the  lease  was  drawn  in  the  same  terms 
as  Simmons's,  and  that  the  latter  paid  $240  monthly  and 
$250  additional  for  heat  yearly. 

It  is  not  denied  that  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  the 
claim  of  plaintiff  for  the  $250  for  heat  during  that  time 
was  urged.     The  uncontradicted  testimony  is  that  time 
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was  asked  because  business  was  bad.  The  evidence  in  this 
case  seems  insufficient  to  incorporate  any  stipulation  as 
to  the  heat  into  the  agreement  between  these  parties,  and 
it  is  recommended  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceed- 
ings. 

DAT  and  Kibkpatrick,  00.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 


Thomas  Chick,  appellee,  v.  J.  K.  Ives  et  al.,  appel- 
lants. 

Filed  Mat  8,  1902.    No.  11,450. 
Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Wills:    CosSTBUCTion :     Conversion  of  Estate    Into  Personalty: 

Time  or  Conversion.  Where  the  provisions  of  a.  will  are  of  such 
a  character  as  to  amount  to  a  positive  direction  to  convert  the 
testator's  real  estate  Into  money  or  personalty,  or  where  by  a  fair 
construction  of  the  will  such  intention  of  the  testator  la  clearly 
shown  by  implication,  a  court  of  equity  will  decree  that  an 
equitable  conversion  of  the  real  estate  of  the  testator  into  money 
took  place  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

2.  Wills:    Construction:    Intention  of  Testator:    How  Ascertained. 

In  the  construction  of  a  will  the  intention  of  the  testator,  if  It 
can  be  ascertained,  must  govern.  Such  intention  should  be  ascer- 
tained from  a  liberal  Interpretation  and  a  comprehensive  view  of 
all  of  the  provisions  of  the  will.  The  court  will  place  itself,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  In  the  position  of  the  testator,  ascertain  his 
will,  and.  If  lawful,  enforce  1L 

3.  Wills:     Construction:     Conversion   of   Estate   Into  Pebhonalty: 

Time  of  Conversion.  Will  eiamfned,  construed,  and  held  that  it 
worked  an  equitable  conversion  of  the  testator's  real  estate  into 
money  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

4.  Wills:    Conversion  of  Estate  Into  Personalty  at  Death:    Interest 

or  Hubs  in  Realty.  In  such  a  case  the  heirs  have  no  Interest 
In  the  real  estate,  as  such;  and  a  mortgage  given  by  one  of  them, 
upon  and  describing  an  undivided  interest  In  the  testator's  real 
estate,  creates  no  lien  thereon  which  can  be  enforced  in  an  action 
of  foreclosure. 
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Chick  v.  Ives, 
E.  Wills:  Mortgages  and  Judgments:  Assignments  bt  Heir:  Validity. 
If  the  mortgage  and  Judgments  set  forth  In  the  record  were  an 
assignment  of  the  Interest  of  Emma  L.  Ives  In  the  estate  (which 
Is  not  decided),  she  having  been  paid  her  full  share  thereof,  there 
was  nothing  on  which  the  assignment  could  operate. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saline  county.  Tried 
below  before  Stubbs,  J.    Reversed  and  dismissed. 

D.  E.  Flaherty,  with  James  W.  Dawes  and  Joseph  R. 
Webster,  of  counsel,  for  appellants. 

The  will  effected  a  conversion  of  the  land  into  money 
as  of  the  time  of  the  testator's  death.  Arlington  State 
Bank  v.  Paulsen,  57  Neb.,  717;  Weller  v.  Noffsinger,  57 
Neb.,  455;  Penfield  v.  Tower,  1  N.  Dak.,  216;  Gould  v.  The 
Taylor  Orphan  Asylum,  46  Wis.,  106;  Roy  v.  Monroe,  47 
N.  J.  Eq.,  356;  Fahenstock  v.  FalienMock,  152  Pa.  St.,  56 ; 
Effinger  v.  Ball,  81  Va.,  94;  Crane  v.  Bolles,  49  N.  J.  Eq., 
373,  378 ;  Power  v.  Cassidy,  79  N.  T.,  603 ;  Lent  v.  Howard, 
89  N.  T.,  169;  Fisher  v.  Banta,  66  N.  Y.,  468;  Anthony  v. 
Rces,  2  C.  &  J.  [Eng.],  75;  Mower  v.  Orr,  7  Hare  [Eng.], 
473;  Cookson  v.  Reay,  5  Beav.  [Eng.],  22;  McClure's  Ap- 
peal, 72  Pa.  St,  414;  Jones  v.  Caldwell,  97  Pa.  St.,  42; 
Aschc  v.  Asche,  113  N.  Y.,  232 ;  Fraser  v.  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  124  N.  Y.,  479,  485;  Roland  v.  Miller,  100 
Pa.  St,  47;  Loftis  v.  Glass,  15  Ark.,  680,  688;  Lough- 
borough v.  Loughborough,  14  B.  Mon.  [Ky.],  549;  Cropley 
v.  Cooper,  19  Wall.  [U.  8.],  167,  174. 

Whether  the  legal  title  passed  to  the  executrix  or  de- 
scended at  law,  the  heir  could  not  convey  or  incumber  it 
by  mortgage.  Baker  v.  Copenbarger,  15  III.,  103,  58  Am. 
Dec.,  600 ;  Brolasky  v.  Colly's  Executors,  51  Pa.  St,  509 ; 
Dodge  v.  Williams,  46  Wis.,  70 ;  In  re  Estate  of  Stevenson, 
2  Del.  Ch.,  197;  Gray  v.  Smith,  3  Watts  [Pa.],  289;  Pen- 
field  v.  Tower,  1  N.  Dak.,  216. 

A  judgment  against  the  heir  cannot  attach  as  a  lien 
upon  the  land  nor  will  levy  of  execution  and  sale  on  sach 
judgment  pass  title  to  a  purchaser.  Roland  v.  Miller,  100 
Pa.  St,  47;  Hunter  v.  Anderson,  152  Pa.  St,  386;  Paisley 
v.  Hohshu,  83  Md.,  325. 
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No  act  of  the  heir  alone  not  concurred  in  by  all  the  bene- 
ficiaries tinder  the  will  can  work  a  reconversion.  High  v. 
Worley,  33  Ala.,  196;  De  Vaughn  v.  McElroy,  82  Ga.,  687; 
Fluke  v.  Fluke,  16  N.  J.  Eq.,  478;  McDonald  v.  O'Hara, 
144  N.  T.,  566;  Evan's  Appeal,  63  Pa.  St,  183;  Harcum  v. 
Eudnall,  14  Gratt.  [Va.],  369;  Pomeroy,  Equity  Juris- 
prudence [2d  ed.],  sections  1160  to  1176;  BiBpham,  Prin- 
ciples of  Equity,  sections  311,  312,  320,  323;  Fahemtock 
v.  Fahemtock,  152  Pa.  St.,  56. 

The  existence  of  an  active  trust  suspends  the  power  of 
alienation  by  the  heir.  High  v.  Worley,  33  Ala.,  196;  Pen- 
field  v.  Tower,  1  N.  Dak.,  216. 

F.  L  Foss,  B.  V.  Kohout  and  M.  H.  Fleming,  contra. 

When  a  testator  first  devises  his  property  absolutely,  as 
Glade  did  in  this  case,  and  follows  this  with  an  express  or 
implied  direction  to  convert  it  into  money,  then  the  fee 
reste  in  the  devisees  and  remains  in  them  until  the  sale  is 
actually  consummated.  Sugden,  Powers  [8th  ed.],  112; 
Doe  v.  Shotter,  8  Ad.  &  El.  [Eng.],  905;  3  Redfleld,  Wills, 
136;  Beadle  v.  Beadle,  40  Fed.  Hep.,  315;  Greenough  v. 
Welles,  10  Cush.  [Mass.],  571;  Warneford  v.  Thompson,  3 
Ves.  Ch.  [Eng.],  513;  Hilton  v.  Kcmcorthy,3  East  [Eng.], 
553;  Schauber  v.  Jackson,  2  Wend.  [N.  Y.],  13;  Compton 
v.  McMahan,  19  Mo.  App.,  494 ;  Crittenden  v.  Fairchild,  41 
N.  Y.,  289;  1  Pomeroy,  Equity  Jurisprudence  [2d  ed.], 
section  371. 

The  judgment  lien,  therefore,  had  something  upon  which 
to  operate  (Ridgetcay  v.  Underwood,  67  111.,  430),  and 
the  interest  falling  to  the  heir  might  be  mortgaged.  Dor- 
sey  v.  Hall,  7  Neb.,  460;  2  Story,  Equity  Jurisprudence 
[13th  ed.],  section  1021;  4  Kent,  Commentaries,  144;  1 
Powell,  Mortgages,  17-23. 

A  conversion  of  the  property  never  occurred.  Compton 
v.  McMahan,  19  Mo.  App.,  494 ;  Crittenden  v.  Fairchild,  41 
N.  Y.,  289;  1  Pomeroy,  Equity  Jurisprudence  [2d  ed.],  sec- 
tion 391;  Lancaster  v.  Thornton,  2  Burr.  [Eng.],  1028; 
Beadle  v.  Beadle,  40  Fed.  Rep.,  315. 
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For  the  will  to  operate  as  an  immediate  conversion,  it 
mast  appear  in  terms  or  by  necessary  implication  that  the" 
testator  intended  the  property  to  be  converted  and  at  all 
events.  King  v.  King,  13  R.  I.,  501 ;  Hobson  v.  Hale,  95  N. 
Y.,  588;  Duckcr  v.  Wear  &  Boogher  Dry  Goods  Co.,  34  N. 
E.  Rep.  [HI.],  558;  Beilman  v.  Hcilman,  129  Ind.,  59;  6 
Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  Law  [1st  ed.],  664,  665.  Though  there 
is  power  of  sale,  if  no  imperative  duty  to  sell  is  imposed, 
there  is  no  equitable  conversion  of  the  land  into  money. 
Harvard  v.  Peavy,  128  111.,  430.  The  will  must  convey  the 
fee  expressly  or  by  strong  implication.  Eneberg  v.  Carter, 
98  Mo.,  647. 

Baenes,  C. 

On  the  5th  day  of  October,  1877,  John  D.  Glade,  who 
then  resided  in  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  made  his  last  will 
and  testament,  which  is  as  follows: 

"I,  John  D.  Glade  of  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  being  of 
sound  mind  and  memory  do  make,  publish  and  declare  this 
my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  following: 

"1st.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife,  Louisa 
Catherine  Glade,  one-third  of  all  my  money  and  property, 
and  this  bequest  is  expressly  intended  to  be  in  lien  of 
dower  and  all  rights  under  the  law. 

"2d.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  children  all  the  balance 
of  my  estate,  the  same  to  be  divided  equally  among  all  my 
children. 

"3d.  I  direct  that  the  portion  of  my  estate  given  to  my 
children  be  invested  at  interest  upon  unincumbered  real 
estate  security,  and  that  upon  my  children  respectively 
reaching  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  each  shall  receive 
his  or  her  share  thereof,  and  not  sooner.  It  being  my  in- 
tention to  keep  at  interest  and  out  of  the  control  of  my 
children  that  portion  of  my  estate  going  to  them  till  they 
respectively  reach  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  and  upon 
reaching  that  age  each  is  to  receive  his  or  her  respective 
share  and  not  sooner. 

"4th.  I  further  give  to  my  said  wife  all  the  interest  aris- 
ing from  that  portion  of  my  estate  given  to  my  children 
until  the  same  is  paid  over  as  directed  to  them. 

"5th.  I  further  direct  that  my  wife  be  executrix  of  this 
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my  last  will  and  that  she  be  exempted  from  giving  the 
bonds,  as  such,  usually  required." 

After  making  said  will  he  moved  to  Crete,  Nebraska, 
and  invested  his  property  in  real  estate  consisting  of  a 
farm  of  400  acres  of  land,  a  certain  lot  or  tract  of  land  in 
the  city  of  Crete,  and  a  block  in  Normal,  Lancaster  county, 
Nebraska.  The  farm  is  situated  near  the  city  of  Crete, 
and  is  a  valuable  tract  of  land.  His  estate  remained  in 
this  situation  until  the  year  1893,  when  he  departed  this 
life.  Shortly  after  his  death  this  will  was  duly  probated, 
and  the  executrix  accepted  the  trust,  qualified  and  entered 
upon  her  duties.  At  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  testator 
four  of  his  seven  children  to  whom,  by  the  terms  of  the 
will,  he  bequeathed  two-thirds  of  his  estate,  had  arrived  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years.  One  of  the  defendants  in 
this  case,  to  wit,  Emma  L.  Ives,  and  who  was  one  of  the 
heirs  under  the  will,  at  the  time  of  her  father's  death,  was 
twenty-seven  years  old.  None  of  the  real  property  owned 
by  the  testator  at  the  time  of  his  death  had  been  sold,  np 
to  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this  suit  On  the 
19th  day  of  October,  1896,  the  said  Emma  L.  Ives  and  her 
husband,  J.  K.  Ives,  made,  executed  and  delivered  to  the 
plaintiff  in  this  case,  their  three  promissory  notes  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $1,596,  the  last  of  which 
became  due  on  the  19th  day  of  October,  1897 ;  to  secure  the 
payment  of  these  notes  the  defendants,  Emma  L.  Ives  and 
J.  K.  Ives,  executed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  a  mort- 
gage in  due  form  of  law,  by  which  they  conveyed  to  him 
whatever  right,  title  or  interest  the  said  Emma  L.  Ives 
had  in  the  undivided  one-seventh  of  two-thirds  of  her 
father's  real  estate.  The  mortgage  described  the  real 
estate  and  was  duly  recorded.  Default  being  made  in  the 
payment  of  the  notes  this  action  in  foreclosure  was  com- 
menced. J.  K.  Ives,  Emma  L.  Ives,  the  American  Ex- 
change National  Bank,  L.  H.  Denisoh,  Charles  Tearger, 
Henry  Griebel  and  Louisa  C.  Glade  were  made  defend- 
ants. J.  K.  Ives  and  Emma  L.  Ives  filed  separate  an- 
swers to  the  petition.    J.  K.  Ives  admitted  the  execution 
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and  delivery  of  the  notes  and  mortgage  above  mentioned, 
and  set  forth  the  fact  that  the  consideration  therefor  was 
an  indebtedness  contracted  by  wagering  or  gambling  on 
the  board  of  trade  in  optional  dealings  in  grain,  and  was 
therefore  void.  Emma  L.  Ives  in  her  answer  as  a  defense 
alleged  her  coverture;  that  she  executed  the  mortgage  and 
notes  under  duress  and  through  fear,  and  by  reason  of 
threats  made  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  -prosecute  her 
husband  for  embezzlement  and  send  him  to  the  peniten- 
tiary; that  otherwise  she  would  not  have  signed  the  same; 
that  she  is  the  daughter  of  John  D.  Glade,  and  whatever 
right  she  had  to  the  mortgaged  property  was  acquired 
through  and  by  his  will ;  that  there  has  never  been  any  par- 
tition of  the  estate;  that  the  will  worked  an  equitable  con- 
version of  the  estate  into  money,  and  that  therefore  plain- 
tiff took  nothing  by  his  mortgage.  The  defendant,  Louisa 
0.  Glade,  by  her  answer,  denies  the  allegations  in  the  pe- 
tition, and  sets  up  that  John  D.  Glade  made  a  will  giving 
her  one-third  of  all  his  estate  and  the  balance  to  his  chil- 
dren; that  the  will  was  duly  probated;  that  the  rest  of  the 
defendants  had  judgments  against  the  estate  of  Emma  L. 
Ives,  and  that  she  is  informed  by  counsel  that  the  estate 
did  not  pass  to  the  heirs  at  once,  but  remained  in  her  trust 
till  all  the  heirs  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years;  that 
the  mortgage  given  by  Emma  L.  Ives  casts  a  cloud  upon 
the  title  of  the  estate  and  prevents  the  answering  defend- 
ant from  performing  her  trust,  and  effects  the  salable 
value  of  the  land ;  that  she  has  advanced  Emma  L.  Ives 
money  to  the  extent  of  her  share  in  the  estate,  and  that 
she  is  entitled  to  be  reimbursed  before  the  plaintiff  or  any 
of  the  other  defendants  are  paid ;  that  she  has  furnished 
board  to  Emma  L.  Ives,  her  husband  and  children,  at  her 
request,  and  charged  the  same  to  her  account;  that  said 
money  and  board  so  advanced  to  Emma  L.  Ives  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $1,822.41  for  which  she  is  entitled  to  be  first 
paid  out  of  the  share  of  said  Emma  L.  Ives  in  the  estate; 
that  the  will,  by  its  terms,  worked  an  equitable  conversion 
of  the  real  estate  into  money,  and  that  the  plaintiff  by  bis 
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mortgage  took  no  right,  title,  interest  or  lien  in  or  to  the 
said  real  estate.  The  American  Exchange  Bank,  Henry 
Griebel  and  Charles  Yearger  each  answered  by  way  of 
cross-petitions,  setting  up  their  judgments  obtained 
against  the  said  Emma  L.  Ives,  and  each  prayed  for  a 
decree  establishing  the  priority  of  liens  upon  the  estate, 
the  marshalling  of  assets  and  the  payment  of  their  said 
judgments  out  of  the  interest  of  the  said  Emma  L.  Ives 
therein.  Proper  replies  were  filed  to  these  answers.  The 
cause  was  tried  in  the  district  court  for  Saline  county,  and 
the  court  found  for  the  plaintiff  and  rendered  a  decree 
foreclosing  the  mortgage.  Exceptions  were  taken  to  the 
findings  by  the  defendants,  J.  E.  Ives,  Emma  L.  Ives  and 
Louisa  G.  Glade,  who  thereupon  brought  the  case  to  this 
court  by  appeal. 

The  main  questions  involved  in  this  appeal  are  the  con- 
struction of  the  will  and  the  law  to  be  applied  thereto.  It 
is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  appellants  that  under  the 
terms  of  the  will  there  was  an  equitable  conversion  of  the 
real  estate  of  the  testator  into  money;  that  by  reason 
thereof  the  mortgage  executed  by  Emma  L.  Ives  and  her 
husband  to  the  plaintiff  created  no  Hen  upon  her  portion 
of  the  estate.  In  other  words,  that  the  plaintiff  took  noth- 
ing by  his  mortgage.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended 
that  by  the  terms  of  the  will,  neither  directly  nor  by  im- 
plication, was  there  any  conversion  of  the  estate  into 
money.  It  is  further  insisted  on  the  part  of  the  appellees 
that  upon  the  death  of  the  testator  Emma  L.  Ives  became 
vested  with  her  interest  in  and  title  to  that  portion  of  the 
estate  bequeathed  to  her  by  her  deceased  father ;  that  she 
had  full  power  to  sell,  convey  or  incumber  the  same;  and 
that  the  mortgage  in  question  is  a  valid  lien  upon  her 
portion  of  the  real  estate  owned  by  the  testator  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

1.  Where  the  provisions  of  a  will  are  of  such  a  character 
as  to  amount  to  a  positive  direction  to  convert  the  real 
estate  into  money  or  personalty,  or  where  by  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  will  such  intention  of  the  testator  is 
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clearly  shown  by  implication,  a  court  of  equity  will  decree 
that  an  equitable  conversion  of  the  real  estate  of  the  tes- 
tator into  money,  or  personalty,  took  place  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  2  Jarman,  Wills,  183;  Warts'  Executors  t>. 
Page,  4  C.  E.  Greene  [N.  J.  Eq.],  365;  Stagg  v.  Jackson, 
1  N.  T.,  206 ;  Martin  v.  Sherman,2  Sandf.  Ch.  [N.  Y.],  342; 
Van  Vechten  v.  Van  Veghten,  8  Paige  Ch.  [N.  T.],  104. 

2.  This  court,  on  the  question  of  the  construction  of 
wills,  has  established  the  rule  that  the  intention  of  the 
testator,  if  it  can  be  ascertained,  must  govern.  In  the  case 
of  Welter  v.  No  ff singer,  57  Neb.,  at  page  459,  the  following 
language  is  used:  "No  rule  of  law  is  better  settled,  or 
more  in  accord  with  good  sense,  than  that  which  requires 
the  intention  of  the  testator  to  be  ascertained  from  a  lib- 
eral interpretation  and  a  comprehensive  view  of  all  of  the 
provisions  of  the  will.  No  particular  words,  no  conven- 
tional forms  of  expression,  are  necessary  to  enable  one  to 
make  an  effective  testamentary  disposition  of  his  prop- 
erty. The  court,  without  regard  to  canons  of  construc- 
tion, will  place  itself  in  the  position  of  the  testator,  ascer- 
tain his  will,  and,  if  lawful,  enforce  it."  This  rule  is 
cited  with  approval  in  Arlington  State  Bank  v.  Paulsen, 
57  Neb.,  717. 

3.  We  will  now,  having  in  view  this  rule,  give  our  atten- 
tion to  the  form  of  the  will  and,  if  possible,  determine  the 
intentions  of  the  testator  as  expressed  therein. 

By  the  first  clause  of  this  instrument  the  testator  gave 
and  bequeathed  one-third  of  all  his  money  and  property  to 
his  wife,  Louisa  C.  Glade.  On  his  death  and  the  probate  of 
the  will,  she  took  absolute  title  to  one-third  of  all  of  his 
money  and  property.  Her  title  thereto  vested  at  once. 
This  Bhe  accepted  in  lieu  of  dower  and  the  provisions  made 
for  her  by  law. 

By  the  second  clause  of  the  will  it  was  provided:  "I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  children  all  the  balance  of  my  estate, 
the  same  to  be  divided  equally  among  my  children."  These 
are  words  of  direct,  absolute  and  present  gift,  and  unless 
qualified  so  as  to  destroy  their  natural  meaning  and  effect, 
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at  once,  on  the  death  of  the  testator  and  the  probate  of  the 
will,  vested  the  right  to  two-thirds  of  the  money  and  prop- 
erty of  the  estate  in  the  children  of  the  deceased,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  shares. 

By  the  third  clause  of  the  will  it  was  directed  that  the 
portion  of  the  estate  given  to  the  children  should  be  in-* 
vested  at  interest  tipon  unincumbered  real  estate  security, 
and  as  each  one  of  them  respectively  should  become 
twenty-four  years  of  age  each  should  receive  his  or  her 
share,  plainly  implying  that  it  should  be  paid  over  to  him 
or  her.  This  qualifying  clause  had  the  effect  to  postpone 
the  right  of  the  children  to  the  possession  of  their  re- 
spective shares  of  the  estate  until  each  of  them  respectively 
should  become  twenty-four  years  of  age.  It  will  be  further 
observed  that  the  will  docs  not  in  any  of  its  provisions 
authorize  the  executrix  or  any  one  else  in  express  terms 
to  sell  any  portion  of  the  real  estate;  yet  such  power  is 
surely  contained  therein  by  implication.  The  words  "give 
and  bequeath,"  used  in  the  will,  are  apt  terms  used  in  the 
disposition  of  money  or  personal  property  only;  such 
terms  work  no  gift  or  conveyance  of  any  interest  in  real 
estate.  The  word  "devise"  is  not  used  in  the  will,  and  it 
contains  no  other  word  or  words  of  equivalent  meaning 
to  indicate  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  testator  to  give 
or  convey  to  his  children  any  real  estate  whatever.  The 
provision  that  the  portion  of  the  testator's  estate  be- 
queathed to  his  children  was  to  be  invested  in  unincum- 
bered real  estate  securities,  and  at  the  time  designated  in 
the  will  the  share  of  each  of  them  should  be  paid  over  to 
him  or  her,  makes  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  terms  of 
the  will,  unless  the  real  estate  be  converted  into  money. 
Personal  property,  money,  can  be  paid  over,  but  no  such 
term  can  he  applied  to  the  conveyance  of  real  estate.  It 
can  not  be  paid  over.  That  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
testator  that  the  estate  should  be  converted  into  money, 
and  that  the  respective  shares  of  the  children  were  to  be 
paid  to  them  as  such,  is  thus  put  beyond  question.  Deta- 
field  v.  Barlow,  107  N.  T.,  535,  14  N.  E.  Rep.,  498;  Cherry 
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v.  Greene,  115  111.,  591,  4  N.  E.  Rep.,  257;  Dodge  v.  Will- 
iams, 46  Wis.,  70.  At  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  testator 
at  least  four  of  the  children,  the  defendant,  Emma  L.  Ives, 
included,  were  more  than  twenty-four  years  of  age.  There- 
fore,  each  one  of  these  four  heifs  became  vested,  at  the 
testator's  death,  with  the  right  to  demand  his  or  her  pro- 
portionate share  of  the  estate.  The  will,  by  its  terms  as  to 
them,  did  not  even  postpone  the  present  right  of  posses- 
sion and  enjoyment  of  their  respective  shares.  If  Emma  L. 
Ives,  upon  the  death  of  her  father  and  the  probate  of  the 
will,  had  demanded  that  ber  share  of  the  estate  should  be 
paid  over  to  her,  the  executrix  would  have  been  obliged 
to  comply  with  the  demand.  She  could  have  compelled 
her  mother  to  sell  the  real  estate  for  that  purpose.  Being 
thus  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  her  share  of  the 
estate,  it  must  be  considered  that  the  money  paid  or  ad- 
vanced to  her  was  a  payment  on  her  share  thereof.  The 
sum  so  advanced  amounted  to  ber  full  interest  in  the 
estate.  As  shown  by  the  evidence  herein,  this  would  leave 
nothing  for  the  satisfaction  of  tbe  mortgage,  even  if  it 
were  construed  as  an  assignment  of  her  share  in  the  estate. 

It  seems  clear  that  the  will,  by  a  fair  construction  of  its 
terms,  and  every  implication,  worked  an  equitable  con- 
version of  the  real  estate  of  the  testator  into  money. 
Clarke  v.  Clarke,  24  S.  E.  Rep.  [S.  Car.],  202  'y  Farmer  v. 
Spell,  11  Rich.  Eq.  [S.  Car.],  547,  548;  Perry  v.  Logan,  5 
Rich.  Eq.  [S.  Car.],  202;  Moore  v.  Davidson,  22  S.  Car., 
at  page  04 ;  Jaudon  v.  Ducker,  27  S.  Car.,  295,  3  S.  E.  Rep., 
465;  Penfield  v.  Tower,  46  N.  W.  Rep.  [N.  Dak.],  413; 
Dodge  v.  Williams,  46  Wis.,  70;  Chandler's  Appeal,  34 
Wis.,  505 ;  Dodge  v.  Pond,  23  N.  T.,  69 ;  Craig  v.  Leslie,  3 
Wheat.  [U.  8.],  563;  Arlington  State  Bank  v.  Paulsen, 
57  Neb.,  717 ;  1  Pomeroy,  Equity  Jurisprudence,  p.  413. 

The  learned  judge  of  the  district  court  was  therefore 
mistaken  in  his  construction  of  the  will,  and  his  view  of  the 
law  to  be  applied  to  its  provisions.  We  therefore  hold 
that  under  the  will  in  question  there  was  nn  equitable  con- 
version of  the  testator's  real  estate  into  money  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 
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4.  It  follows  that  the  heirs  hare  no  interest  in  the  real 
estate,  as  such;  that  it  can  not  be  seized  on  attachment  by 
their  creditors,  nor  is  a  judgment  against  them  a  lien 
thereon.    Arlington  State  Bank  v.  Paulsen,  supra. 

We  further  hold  that  the  defendant,  Emma  L.  Ives,  had 
no  power  to  sell,  convey  or  mortgage  her  share  of  the  es- 
tate, as  real  estate.  It  follows  that  the  mortgage  gives 
by  herself  and  husband  to  the  plaintiff  created  no  lien 
upon  the  real  estate  described  therein,  or  any  part  of  it 
In  other  words,  the  plaintiff  took  no  interest  in  the  real 
estate  by  his  mortgage. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  we  recommend  that  the  decree 
of  the  district  court  be  reversed  and  the  case  be  dismissed. 

Pound  and  Oldham,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  dismissed. 


Augusta  Bubttgenbach,  appellant,  v.  Henry  Gbrbiq 

bt  al.,  appellees. 

'    Filed  Mat  8,  1902.    No.  11,486. 

Commlsslonera  opinion.    Department  No.  2. 

1.  Homestead:    Conveyance  ob  Incumbrance:    Statute.    The  statutory 

provisions  for  the  conveyance  or  Incumbrance  of  the  homestead 
are  exclusive. 

2.  Homestead:     Abandonment:     Sufficiency   of   Evidence.      Evidence 

examined,  and  held  to  not  show  an  abandonment  of  the  homestead. 

3.  Contract:    Contravening  of  Statute:    Enforcement  in  Equity.    A 

court  of  equity  will  not  enforce  a  contract  made  la  contravention 
of  a  statute. 

4.  Mandatory  Injunction:    When  Granted.    A  mandatory  Injunction 

will  not  be  granted  except  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice,  and  then 
only  when  the  right  is  clearly  established. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Frost,  J.    Reversed. 
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J.  C.  McNerney,  for  appellant. 
Sawyer  &  Snell,  contra, 

Oldham,  C. 

Augusta  Buettgenbach  began  this  action  in  tbe  district 
court  of  Lancaster  county  against  Henry  Gerbig  and  Anna 
Gerbig.  In  her  petition  exhibited  against  them  she  al- 
leges, in  substance,  that  she  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Buettgen- 
bach and  that  her  husband  is  the  owner  of  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  (describing  it)  in  Lancaster  county  on  which 
they  now  reside  and  have  resided  for  seventeen  years  last 
past  as  their  homestead;  that  in  the  month  of  February, 
1898,  the  defendants  entered  upon  said  premises,  as  plain- 
tiff then  believed,  pursuant  to  a  lease  from  her  husband; 
that  in  the  month  of  September,  1899,  the  defendants 
claimed  to  have  purchased  said  premises  from  her  hus- 
band and  now  claim  to  own  the  same.  She  avers  that  she 
has  never  agreed  to  sell  said  premises  and  has  not  signed 
or  executed  auy  instrument  to  that  effect  or  purpose.  She 
also  avers  that  since  this  time  the  defendant,  Henry  Ger- 
big, is  in  effect  committing  waste  thereon  and  has  used 
and  continues  to  use  cruel  and  abusive  language  to  her 
and  so  conducts  himself  toward  her  as  to  injure  her  peace 
of  mind,  injure  her  health  and  prevent  her  from  the  en- 
joyment of  her  homestead  rights  thereon,  and  prays, 
among  other  things,  that  on  tbe  final  hearing  she  have 
a  mandatory  injunction  dispossessing  the  defendants  and 
restoring  to  plaintiff  her  homestead  lights  in  the  said 
premises.     . 

The  defendants  appeared  and  filed  a  cross-petition,  set 
up  an  oral  contract  of  purchase,  and  prayed  specific  per- 
formance of  the  contract  The  contract  set  up  is,  in  sub- 
stance, as  follows:  Defendants  were  to  move  with  their 
family  on  said  land  and  live  in  the  house  thereon ;  board 
the  plaintiff  and  her  husband  so  long  as  they  should  live, 
furnish  feed  and  shelter  for  one  pony  and  one  cow  belong- 
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ing  to  them;  allow  them  to  occupy  three  rooms  in  said 
house  and  hare  the  use  of  a  small  plot  of  ground  for  a 
flower  garden.  The  defendants  to  pay  the  balance  due  on 
the  land,  amounting  to  $1,008  with  interest  when  due ;  pay 
to  each  of  the  Buettgenbachs  interest  on  $1,000  at  the  rate 
of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  as  long  as  they  should  lire,  the 
principal  to  be  paid  at  their  death  to  their  heirs  or  de- 
visees ;  that  when  the  defendants  paid  the  balance  due  on 
the  land  the  contract  of  purchase  should  be  assigned  to 
them  and  they  should  take  the  deed  for  the  land.  At  the 
time  when  they  should  receive  the  deed  they  should  ex- 
ecute and  deliver  to  plaintiff  and  her  hosband  a  mortgage 
on  said  land  seeming  to  each  the  said  |1,000,  on  which 
they  were  to  receive  the  yearly  interest  as  aforesaid.  They 
also  alleged  that  they  moved  on  the  land  and  took  pos- 
session thereof,  and  now  have  possession  of  the  premises 
under  said  contract,  and  have  performed  all  the  conditions 
of  the  contract  to  be  done  and  performed  by  them  up  to 
this  time,  except  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  on  the 
land,  which  they  aver  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  make. 
They  further  allege  that  said  Henry  Buettgenbach  is  will- 
ing to  carry  out  the  terms  of  said  contract,  but  the  plain- 
tiff has  "refused,  and  still  refuses  so  to  do." 

It  might  be  well  to  here  state  that  Henry  Buettgenbach 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  made  a  party  by  either  plain- 
tiff or  defendant,  but  the  record  shows  that  on  the  day  this 
cross- petition  was  filed  he  filed  an  answer  admitting  the 
facta  stated  therein  to  -be  true.  To  this  cross-petition  the 
plaintiff  filed  a  reply,  denying  the  alleged  contract  of  sale, 
and  again  alleged  that  the  said  premises  are  her  home- 
stead. On  these  issues  the  case  was  tried  to  the  district 
court  for  Lancaster  county,  which  resulted  in  a  decree  for 
specific  performance  in  favor  of  defendants  and  a  dis- 
missal of  the  plaintiff's  petition.  From  this  decree  she 
appeals  to  this  court. 

The  evidence  concerning  this  alleged  contract  of  sale  is 
somewhat  conflicting,  but  there  is  no  dispute  that  the 
plaintiff  and  her  husband  had  occupied  these  premises  for 
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many  years,  and  in  fact  the  property  was  their  homestead 
at  the  time  this  contract  is  claimed  to  hare  been  made. 

Section  4  of  chapter  36,  Compiled  Statutes,  is  as  fol- 
lows: "The  homestead  of  a  married  person  can  not  be 
conveyed  or  incumbered  unless  the  instrument  by  which 
it  is  conveyed  or  incumbered  is  executed  and  acknowl- 
edged by  both  husband  and  wife." 

In  Horbach  v.  Tyrrell,  48  Neb.,  514,  this  court  said,  in 
interpreting  the  meaning  of  this  statute:  "The  obvious 
purpose  of  this  statute  is  to  render  all  conveyances  or  in- 
cumbrances made  of  a  homestead  absolutely  void  unless 
such  conveyances  are  not  only  signed  and  witnessed  but 
acknowledged  by  both  the  husband  and  wife." 

In  France  v.  Bell,  51  Neb.,  57,  this  court  again  has  said : 
"Our  statute  allows  the  title  of  the  homestead  to  be  in 
either  the  huBband  or  wife  (Compiled  Statutes,  chapter  36,  ■ 
section  2),  and  it  can  not  be  conveyed  or  incumbered  un- 
less the  instrument  of  conveyance  be  signed  by  both  the 
husband  and  wife." 

Snch  has  been  the  uniform  holding  of  this  court  since 
the  enactment  of  this  statute.  Aultman  &  Taylor  Co.  v. 
Jenkins,  19  Neb.,  209;  Swift  v.  Dewey,  20  Neb.,  107;  Lar- 
son v.  Butts,  22  Neb.,  370;  Whitlock  v.  Gosson,  35  Neb., 
829;  Giles  v.  Milter,  36  Neb.,  346;  Clarke  v.  Koenig,  36 
Neb.,  572;  Violet  v.  Rose,  39  Neb.,  660;  Bawemeyer  v. 
Dahn,  48  Neb.,  536;  Teske  v.  Dittberner,  63  Neb.,  607,  88 
N.  W.  Rep.,  658. 

In  Whitlock  v.  Gosson,  supra,  this  court  held:  "The 
statutory  provision  for  the  conveyance  or  incumbrance  of 
the  homestead  is  exclusive."  In  this  same  case  Post,  J., 
speaking  for  the  court,  said :  "Estoppel  will  not  supply 
the  want  of  power,  or  make  valid  an  act  prohibited  by  ex- 
press provisions  of  law.  The  statute  in  effect  declares  a 
conveyance  or  incumbrance  of  the  family  homestead  by 
the  husband  alone  void  not  only  as  to  the  wife,  but  also  as 
to  the  husband  himself.  Therefore  neither  is  estopped 
from  asserting  the  homestead  right  as  against  the  grantee 
or  mortgagee.    Such  is  the  view  sanctioned  by  the  clear 
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weight  of  authority  and  supported  by  the  soundest  reason- 
ing." 

From  the  holdings  of  this  court  it  would  seem  that  we 
have  firmly  established  the  doctrine  in  this  state  that  the 
statutory  provisions  for  the  conveyance  or  incumbrance 
of  the  homestead  are  exclusive.  In  other  words,  there  is 
no  power  by  which  homesteads  can  be  conveyed  or  incum- 
bered other  than  by  a  substantial  compliance  with  the 
statute,  and  this  would  mean  only  by  an  instrument  in 
writing,  executed  and  acknowledged  by  both  husband  and 
wife  for  that  purpose.  This,  we  think,  is  the  plain  intent 
and  purpose  of  the  statute.  If  oral  agreements  should  be 
recognized  and  enforced,  the  provisions  of  the  statute 
would  thereby  be  annulled.  A  construction  of  a  statute 
which  results  in  nothing  but  annulments  of  its  provisions 
can  not  be  upheld. 

But  it  is  contended  by  counsel  for  appellees  that  the 
question  of  homestead  rights  is  eliminated  from  this  case 
because  the  Buettgenbachs  abandoned  their  homestead,  or, 
as  stated  in  brief  of  counsel,  "The  Buettgenbachs  waived 
their  homestead  rights  in  this  land  when  they  surrendered 
possession  of  the  same  to  the  Qerbigs  under  the  verbal 
contract  of  sale."  In  support  of  this  contention  we  are 
cited  to  three  Iowa  cases  which  seem  to  support  this  view, 
the  leading  one  being  Drake  v.  Painter,  77  la.,  731,  but  we 
can  not  agree  that  its  logic  is  applicable.  In  this  case 
there  was  an  oral  contract  coupled  with  possession  which 
the  court  upheld;  but  for  us  to  do  so  in  the  case  at  bar 
would  be  to  nullify  the  provisions  of  the  statute  and  to 
allow  and  sanction  that  which  is  prohibited  by  law  to  be 
accomplished  by  indirect  means.  It  is  true  that  there  can 
not  be  two  separate  homesteads  in  the  Bame  tract  of  land ; 
but  in  order  to  assert  the  homestead  right,  possession 
or  the  right  of  possession  is  not  enough.  Something  must 
be  owned  by  some  sort  of  title  to  which  the  right  will  at- 
tach. As  there  was  no  power  existing  in  the  Buettgen- 
bachs by  reason  of  the  statutory  prohibition  to  make  this 
oral  contract,  they  lost  none  of  their  ownership  by  it  and 
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the  Gerbigs  obtained  none  under  it.  No  homestead  right 
could  begin  in  the  Gerbigs  until  this  right  was  extin- 
guished in  the  Buettgenbachs,  and  this  could  only  be  ex- 
tinguished by  such  a  convenyanre  as  would  divest  them  of 
ownership,  as  it  is  an  undisputed  fact  that  they  continued 
to  reside  on  this  land  and  make  it  their  home,  as  they  had 
done  for  a  number  of  years  before. 

By  our  law  the  homestead  vests  in  the  husband  and  wife 
jointly  and  is  a  life  estate.  Upon  the  death  of  either  this 
life  estate  vests  in  the  survivor.  Neither  has  the  right  to 
dispose  of  it  in  any  manner  except  with  tbe  consent  of  the 
other,  and  then  only  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  stat- 
ute. The  right  of  the  wife  therein  can  only  be  lost  by  her 
voluntary  alienation,  by  her  voluntary  abandonment,  or 
by  her  death.  Collins  v.  Boyctt,  87  Tenn.,  334;  Smith  v. 
Pearce,  85  Ala.,  264.  A  court  of  equity  will  not  enforce 
a  contract  which  is  in  contravention  of  the  statute. 

There  are  other  reasons  urged  why  this  decree  should 
not  be  upheld,  but  as  the  one  which  we  have  considered 
effectually  disposes  of  the  appellees'  right  of  action  on 
their  cross- petition  these  others  will  not  he  considered. 
The  question  remaining  is,  what  relief  is  the  appellant 
entitled  to  in  this  action?  She  prays  for  a  mandatory  in- 
junction for  the  purpose  of  dispossessing  the  appellees  of 
the  premises.  This  writ  will  issue  only  to  prevent  a  fail- 
ure of  justice.  By  her  petition  she  does  not  show  facts 
indicating  that  there  would  be  a  necessary  failure  of  jus- 
tice unless  this  extraordinary  writ  issue. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  fur- 
ther proceedings  in  conformity  with  this  opinion. 

Babnes  and  Pound,  CO.,  concur. 

Reversed  and  remanded. 
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John  C.  Keab  bt  al.,  appellees,  v.  The  Eastebn  Build- 
ing &  Loan  Association  of  Sxbacuse,  New  York, 
appellant. 

Filed  May  8,  1902.    No.  11,525. 

Commissioner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

Building  and  Loan  Associations:  subbendsb  ot  Stock  fob  Loan:  Pay- 
ment of  Dues:  Effect.  When  a  member  of  a  so-called  mutual 
loan  association,  not  Incorporated  under  the  taws  of  this  state, 
borrows  money  of  the  society  at  an  agreed  rate  of  interest  and 
surrenders  to  the  society  hie  shares  of  stock  therein,  and  stipulates 
to  continue  the  payment  of  monthly  dues  upon  such  shares,  such 
stipulation  Is  without  consideration  and  Is  void,  and  the  bor- 
rower's obligations  to  the  association  are  discharged  by  tbe  re- 
payment of  the  loan  with  Interest  at  the  agreed  rate. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Lancaster  county. 
Tried  below  before  Holmes,  J.    Affirmed. 

Abbott,  Selleck  &  Lane,  for  appellant. 

Tbe  provisions  made  in  the  certificates  for  the  maturing 
of  stock,  in  a  building  and  loan  association,  within  a  defi- 
nite period,  and  the  taking  of  a  limited  number  of  notes 
mentioned  in  the  mortgage,  constitute  an  estimate  only, 
of  the  time  in  which  the  payments  and  earnings  would 
equal  the  face  value  of  the  stock,  and  is  not  binding  on  the 
association  or  members  thereof,  except  when  the  payments 
and  earnings  equal  such  value.  O'Malley  v.  People's 
Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association,  92  Hun  [N. 
Y.],  572;  Meslin  v.  Eastern  Building  &  Loan  Association 
of  Syracuse,  59  N.  Y.  Supp.,  572;  Daley  v.  People's  Build- 
ing, Loan  and  Savings  Association,  52  N.  E.  Rep.  [Mass.], 
1090 ;  Bertche  v.  Equitable  Loan  &  Investment  Association 
of  Sedalia,  48  S.  W.  Rep.  [Mo.],  954 ;  King  v.  International 
Building,  Loan  &  Investment  Union,  48  N.  E.  Rep.  [111.], 
677 ;  Beardcn  v.  People's  Loan  &  Savings  Association,  49 
8.  W.  Rep.  [Tenn.],  64;  People  v.  Lowe,  22  N.  E.  Rep. 
[N.  Y.],  1016;  Lane  v.  Southern  Building  o?  Loan  Associa- 
tion, 54  B.  W.  Kep.  [Tenn.],  329 ;  Leahy  v.  National  Build- 
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ing  &  Loan  Association,  76  N.W.Rep.  [Wis.], 625;  People's 
Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Association  v.  Morris,  56  S.  W. 
Rep.  [Ark.],  266;  Schell  v.  Equitable  Loan  &  Investment 
Association  of  Sedalia,  51  S.  W.  Rep.  [Mo.],  406;  Fisher 
v.  Patton,  33  S.  W.  Rep.  [Mo.],  451,  34  S.  W.  Rep.,  1096. 

Borrowers  are  not  entitled  as  an  absolute  right  to  have 
their  dues  and  earnings  applied  on  the  loan.  Hale  v. 
Cairns,  77  N.  W.  Rep.  [N.  D.],  i010;  Russell  v.  Pierce, 
80  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  118;  Phelps  v.  American  Savings 
£  Loan  Association,  80  N.  W.  Rep.  [Mich.],  120;  Sweeney 
v.  El  Paso  Building  &  Loan  Association,  26  S.  W.  Rep. 
[Tex.],  290;  Randall  v.  National  Building,  Loan  &  Pro- 
tective Union,  42  Neb.,  809,  43  Neb.,  876. 

All  agreements  to  pay  or  apply  dividends  are  against 
public  policy  and  will  not  be  enforced  unless  it  is  shown 
that  the  dividends  have  in  fact  accrued.  Taft  v.  Hartford, 
P.  &  F.  R.  Co.,  8  R.  I.,  310 ;  Boone,  Corporations,  section 
125 ;  Lockhart  v.  Van  Alstyne,  31  Mich.,  76 ;  Cook,  Cor- 
porations, sections  271,  546,  547 ;  Endlich,  Building  Asso- 
ciations, sections  323,  324. 

S.  L.  Geisthardt,  contra. 

A  transaction  of  the  character  of  the  one  involved  in 
this  case  constitutes  simply  a  loan.  Livingston  Loan  £ 
Building  Association  v.  Drummond,  49  Neb.,  200,  68  N. 
W.  Rep.,  375.  Payments  made  under  such  a  contract, 
though  claimed  to  be  payments  on  stock,  must  be  treated 
as  payments  on  the  loan  itself.  Randall  v.  National 
Building,  Loan  &  Protective  Union,  42  Neb.,  809,  60  N. 
W.  Rep.,  1019,  43  Neb.,  876,  62  N.  W.  Rep.,  252.  The 
weight  of  reason  and  authority  is  to  the  effect  that  when 
a  borrower  has  complied  with  his  part  of  the  contract  he 
is  entitled  to  a  release  of  his  mortgage.  Pioneer  Savings 
&  Loan  Co.  v.  Pancoast,  43  S.  W.  Rep.  [Tex.],  280;  Inter- 
state Savings  &  Loan  Association  v.  Cairns,  47  Pac.  Rep. 
[Wash.],  509;  Williamson  v.  Eastern  Building  &  Loan 
Association,  32  S.  E.  Rep.  [S.  Car.],  765.  The  corporation 
is  not  entitled  to  keep  the  mortgage  alive  to  secure  future 
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payments  on  the  stock  after  the  mortgage  debt  itself  has 
been  paid.  Manorita  v.  Fidelity  Trust  &  Loan  Co.,  101 
Fed.  Rep.,  8 ;  Fidelity  Savings  Association  v.  Shea,  55  Pac. 
"Rep.  [Idaho],  1022;  Welling  v.  Eastern  Building  &  Loan 
Association,  34  S.  B.  Rep.  [S.  Car.],  409;  Eastern  Build- 
ing &  Loan  Association  v.  Olmsted,  16  App.  D.  C,  387. 

Ames,  O. 

The  appellant  is  a  so-called  mutual  building  and  loan 
association  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of 
New  York.  Too  much  space  would  be  occupied  in  an 
attempt  to  set  out  in  detail  in  this  opinion  the  frame-work 
of  the  company  and  its  methods  of  conducting  business, 
as  disclosed  by  its  articles  of  incorporation.  With  the 
general  character  of  such  institutions  both  the  public  and 
the  profession  are  so  far  familiar  that  an  account  of  what 
occurred  in  the  following  described  transaction  will  suffice 
for  an  understanding  of  the  case.  The  so-called  stock  of 
the  company  is  divided  into  shares  of  the  nominal  amount 
of  flOO  each.  The  association  had,  however,  at  the  be- 
ginning no  capital  at  all,  but  depended  for  its  income  and 
accumulations  upon  premiums,  dues  and  interest  charges 
to  he  collected  from  its  members  and 'from  persons  having 
dealings  with  it.  Shortly  before  the  8th  day  of  March, 
1892,  the  appelle,  John  C.  Kear,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing a  loan  from  the  company,  became  the  nominal 
owner  of  six  shares  of  its  capital  stock.  At  or  about  the 
date  last  mentioned  he  assigned  these  shares  to  the  insti- 
tution and  ceased  to  have  any  right,  title  or  interest  in 
or  to  them  or  on  account  of  them  or  to  accumulations  there- 
after to  accrue  to  the  company.  In  consideration  of  the 
assignment,  the  association  loaned,  or,  as  it  was  termed, 
advanced  to  him  the  sum  of  $600,  less  a  so-called  premium 
of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  amount,  or  in  reality  §540,  and  in 
further  consideration  of  the  loan  he  executed  to  the  asso- 
ciation sixty-nine  promissory  notes,  payable  at  intervals 
of  one  month,  sixty-six  of  them  being  for  (9.50  each,  and 
the  remaining  three  for  $5  each,  thus  assuring  the  payment 
61 
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of  the  aggregate  amottnt  of  $642  in  sixty-nine  monthly 
installments.,  As  further  assurance  of  payment,  Kear  and 
his  wife,  the  other  appellee,  executed  their  mortgage  upon 
certain  lands  lying  in  Lancaster  county.  All  these  notes 
were  promptly  paid  as  they  became  due.  The  average 
length  of  time  for  which  the  money  was  retained  by  Kear 
was  thirty-four  and  one-half  months,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  he  had  repaid  the  principal  and  paid  f  102,  or 
92.96  per  month,  additional,  being  at  the  rate  of  a  little 
more  than  six  and  fifty-five  hundredths  per  cent,  per 
annum.  If  be  had  borrowed  $540  at  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum,  payable  in  monthly  installments,  each  payment 
would  have  been  $4.50,  making  a  total  interest  charge  of 
$155.25,  which  added  to  the  principal  would  have  made 
an  aggregate  of  |695.25  requisite  to  satisfy  his  obligation. 
This  sum  is  only  $53.25  greater  than  the  amount  he  has 
in  fact  paid  and  is  the  largest  rate  of  interest  allowed  by 
our  statute,  except  to  associations  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  this  state.  Having  made  these  payments  Kear 
demanded  a  release  of  his  mortgage,  and,  being  refused, 
begun  this  action  to  procure  a  judicial  cancellation  of  it 
and  to  recover  damages  for  the  refusal.  The  district  court 
granted  the  cancellation  and  awarded  him  $100  in  dam- 
ages and  the  association  appealed  to  this  court  It  is  not 
denied  that  at  the  time  the  loan  was  made  the  officers  of 
the  society,  who  transacted  the  business  on  its  behalf, 
represented  to  the  plaintiff  that  all  claims  against  him 
and  his  property  would  be  satisfied  by  payment  of  the 
notes,  but  the  mortgage  refers  to  the  organization  papers 
of  the  defendant  and  purports  to  make  them  a  part  of  the 
instrument,  and  by  these  papers  it  is  provided  that 
seventy-five  cents  per  share  per  month,  or  $4.50  per  month 
in  all,  of  the  moneys  paid  oh  the  notes  shall  be  accredited 
to  payment  of  dues  and  that  the  monthly  payment  of  that 
amount  in  dues  shall  continue  indefinitely  until  there 
shall  be  accumulated  $100  for  each  share  of  the  company. 
For  this  reason  it  is  contended  that  $217.50  still  remains 
due  and  unpaid  to  the  defendant  under  the  entire  contract 
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and  is  charged  by  the  mortgage  as  a  lien  upon  the  lands. 
In  our  opinion,  this  agreement  to  pay  dues  after  the  plain- 
tiff had  parted  with  Mb  shares  to  the  association  and  had 
ceased  to  be  entitled  to  participate  in  its  accumulations 
was  without  consideration  and  is  void.  If  we  accede  to 
the  defendant's  demand  in  its  entirety^  which  we  muHt 
do  or  reject  it  all,  and  add  the  |217.50  to  the  Bums  already 
paid,  the  total  amount  of  Interest  he  will  have  paid  for 
his  loan  of  |540  will  be  $319.50,  or  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
and  one-half  per  cent,  per  annum.  Such  contracts  are 
extortionate  and  unconscionable  and,  in  our  opinion,  the 
right  to  mate  and  profit  by  them  ought  to  be  confined 
to  corporations  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  state, 
where  the  industrious  and  deserving  poor  may  be  sure 
of  enjoying  at  least  the  sympathies  of  those  in  more  for- 
tunate circumstances.  See  Randall  v.  National  Building, 
Loan  &  Protective  Union,  42  Neb.,  809,  43  Neb.,  877. 

We  recommend  that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
be  affirmed. 

Duffie  and  Albeht,  OC,  concur. 


Joshua  Palmer,  Exeotjtob  of  the  Last  Will  and  Testa- 
ment OF  COBNELIUS  VAN  AUKEN,  DECEASED,  APPELLEE, 

7.  William  Mizneb,  appellant,  bt  al. 

Filb>  Mat  8,  1902.    No.  11,553. 
Commissi  oner's  opinion.    Department  No.  3. 

1.  Quieting  Title:  Action  to  Cancel  Did:  Limitation  of  Actions. 
The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  begin  to  run  against  an  action 
to  cancel  a  deed,  constituting  a  cloud  on  the  title  to  real  estate, 
until  some  tight  or  title  Is  asserted  under  such  deed,  and  such 
fact  is  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  bolder  of  the  title. 

S.  Quieting-  Title:  Reooemko  Undelivebed  Deed:  Notice.  The  mere 
record  of  an  Instrument,  signed  and  acknowledged  by  the  owner 
of  real  estate,  but  not  delivered,  which  Is  taken  from  his  posses- 
sion and  filed  for  record,  without  hta  knowledge  or  consent,  by 
the  grantee  named  therein.  Is  not  notice  to  such  owner  that  such 
grantee  asserts  some  right  or  title  under  the  deed. 
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3.  Quia  ting  Title:    Undeliyeeed  Deed:    Failure  to  Watch  fob  Reooed 

of:  Laches.  Laches  will  not  be  Imputed  to  one  from  a  mere  fail- 
ure to  watch  the  records  to  guard  against  the  recording  of  a  forged 
or  undelivered  deed  purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  of  his  real 
estate. 

4.  Quieting  Title:   Recobdxnb  TTsdeuvebeo  Deed:    Lease  fbom  Gbaktm 

to  Grantob:  Recobdiho  Afteb  Death  of  Gbantkk:  Effect  on 
Deed.  The  owner  of  real  estate  signed  and  acknowledged  a  deed 
of  conveyance  thereof,  and  at  the  same  time  took  back  a  lease, 
executed  by  the  grantee,  for  a  life  estate  In  the  same  premises;  he 
retained  possession  of  both  instruments;  his  grantee  obtained 
possession  of  the  deed  and  filed  It  for  record,  without  his  knowl- 
edge or  consent.  After  the  death  of  the  grantee,  the  grantor,  on 
learning  that  the  deed  had  been  taken  from  his  possession  and 
recorded,  filed  the  lease  for  record.  The  deed  purports  to  have  been 
given  tor  a  valuable  consideration.  Held,  That  his  conduct 
rendered  the  deed  as  effective  as  though  formally  delivered. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saline  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.    Reversed. 

A.  8.  Sands  and  E.  M.  Palmer,  for  appellant. 

F.  I.  Foss,  B.  V.  Kohout  and  ft.  D.  Brovm,  contra. 

Albebt,  0. 

It.  sufficiently  appears  from  the  evidence  in  this  case 
that  in  1892  the  plaintiff  signed  and  acknowledged  a  deed 
of  conveyance  of  certain  real  estate,  in  which  Jennie  Van 
Auben,  his  daughter,  was  named  as  grantee.  The  grantee, 
at  the  same  time,  executed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff 
a  lease  of  the  same  premises  for  the  term  of  his  natural 
life.  The  deed  was  not  delivered  to  the  grantee.  It  was 
understood  at  the  time  that  the  deed  should  become 
effective  only  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  the  plaintiff  who 
was  ill  at  the  time.  The  lease  was  executed  to  protect  the 
plaintiff  against  the  contingency  of  the  unauthorized  pos- 
session of  the  deed  by  the  grantee.  Afterward,  in  the 
same  year,  the  grantee  got  possession  of  the  deed,  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  plaintiff,  and  filed  it  foi- 
record.  The  grantee  died  intestate  in  1896,  leaving  the 
defendant,  Mizner,  as  her  sole  heir.    Afterward,  in  1898, 
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the  plaintiff  filed  the  lease  for  record.  The  grantee  was 
never  in  possession  under  her  deed,  and,  save  such  in- 
ferences as  may  be  drawn  from  the  act  of  filing  such 
deed  for  record,  never  asserted  any  right  or  title  to  the 
premises  by  virtue  of  it.  After  her  death,  her  adminis- 
trator, as  such,  asserted  some  rights  under  the  deed  and 
the  plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  cancel  it  and  to  remove 
the  cloud  cast  thereby  on  his  title  to  the  premises,  making 
such  administrator  and  the  heir  of  the  grantee  defendants. 
From  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  the  defendants 
prosecute  this  appeal. 

It  is  first  insisted  that  tbe  suit  is  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  because  it  was  not  brought  within  four 
years  from  the  date  of  tbe  recording  of  the  deed,  and 
there  was  no  evidence  offered  tending  to  show  that  the 
recording  of  the  deed  had  not  been  discovered  by  the 
plaintiff  until  within  four  years  next  preceding  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action.  An  action  of  this  character  does 
not  accrue  until-  the  grantee  asserts  some  right  under 
the  deed.  Eayrs  v.  Nason,  54  Neb.,  at  page  153;  Pleasants 
v.  Blodgett,  39  Neb.,  741.  If  we  understand  the  argument, 
the  act  of  recording  the  deed  was  an  assertion  of  some  right 
under  it,  and  that  such  act  was  notice  to  the  world  of  that 
fact.  Whether  such  act  was  an  assertion  of  some  right 
under  the  deed  we  need  not  determine,  because  there  is 
no  evidence  that  it  was  known  to  the  plaintiff  more  than 
four  years  before  the  commencement  of  this  action.  The 
statute  would  not  begin  to  run  on  the  assertion  of  some 
right  under  the  deed  made  to  third  parties  and  not  brought 
home  to  the  plaintiff.  As  to  the  record  of  tbe  instrument 
being  notice  to  the  plaintiff,  to  hold  that  it  was  would 
be  a  gross  perversion  of  our  registry  laws.  They  were 
never  designed  to  charge  the  owner  with  notice  of  unlaw- 
ful attempts  to  deprive  him  of  his  property.  Conceding 
that  an  action  of  this  character  is  barred  in  four  years,  a 
point  we  do  not  decide,  the  statute  bad  not  run  in  this 
case.  The  same  principle  runs  through  the  doctrine  of 
laches  invoked  by  the  defendants.    A  lack  of  vigilance  is 
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not  to  be  imputed  to  one  simply  because  be  fails  to  beep 
watch  of  tbe  records  to  guard  against  the  chance  of  the 
recording  of  a  forged  or  stolen  deed.  He  has  a  right  to 
rely  on  the  knowledge  of  a  valid  title  in  himself,  and  that 
such  title  may  be  divested  only,  by  lawful  means. 

But  assuming,  as  we  have,  that  the  grantee  abstracted 
the  deed  from  the  private  papers  of  the  plaintiff  and  bad 
it  recorded  without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  if,  npon 
learning  of  such  facts,  the  plaintiff  assented  thereto  and 
acquiesced  therein,  such  assent  and  acquiescence  would 
be  as  effectual  as  a  formal  and  actual  delivery  of  tbe  deed. 
As  before  stated,  after  tbe  death  of  tbe  grantee  the  plain- 
tiff filed  his  lease  for  record.  No  explanation  of  such  act 
was  offered.  It  may  have  been  in  pursuance  of  some  agree- 
ment or  understanding  had  between  him  and  the  grantee, 
named  in  the  deed,  in  his  lifetime;  it  may  have  been  to 
avoid  a  claim  for  services  rendered  by  her  in  her  lifetime, 
which  is  a  part  of  the  consideration  named  in  the  deed. 
Aside  from  its  evidential  value  on  the  question  of  how  the 
deed  was  obtained  by  the  grantee,  it  seems  clear  to  us  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  lease  and  the  filing  of  it  for  record 
amount  to  a  ratification  of  tbe  alleged  unauthorized  taking 
and  recording  of  the  deed.  If  that  be  true,  the  deed 
thereby  became  as  effectual  as  though  actually  delivered 
by  the  grantor. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  decree  of  the  district  court 
be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceed- 
ings according  to  law. 

Ames  and  Duffib,  CO.,  concur. 

Rhvkksbd  and  sbmandbd. 
Opinion  on  rehearing  follows. 
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Joshua  Palmer,  Executor  of  the  Last  Will  and  Testa- 
tament  of  coeneutjs  van  atjken,  deceased,  ap- 
PELLEE, v.  William  Mizneb,  appellant,  et  al. 
Filed  March  18,  1903.    No.  11,558. 
Commissioner's  opinion.     Department  No.  2. 

1.  Exceptions,   Bill  of:     Not  Properlt  Authenticated  :     Evidence,  ok 

Appeal  and  Error.  Where  a  bill  of  exceptions  purporting  to 
contain  the  evidence  in  a  case  is  not  authenticated  by  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court,  It  Is  not  properly  before  the  supreme  court 
and  will  not  be  examined;  and  questions  presented  on  error,  or 
appeal,  depending  upon  matters  of  evidence,  can  not  be  decided. 

2.  Exceptions,  Bill  of:    Not  Properly  Authenticated:    Judgment  Con- 

forms to  Pleadings:  Appeal  and  Bbbob.  In  such  a  case,  if  the 
Judgment  or  decree  of  the  trial  court  conforms  to  and  is  supported 
by  the  pleadlngB,  it  will  be  affirmed. 

Rehearing  of  case  reported  ante,  page  899. 

Appeal  from  the  district  court  for  Saline  county.  Tried 
below  before  Hastings,  J.  Former  opinion  vacated  and 
judgment  below  affirmed. 

A.  8.  Sands  and  E.  M.  Palmer,  for  appellant. 

F.  I.  Foss,  B.  V.  Kohout  and  R.  D,  Brown,  contra. 

Babnbs,  C. 

This  case  is  before  ns  on  a  rehearing.  Our  former 
opinion,  wherein  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  was 
reversed,  was  written  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Albeet,  and 
is  reported  ante,  page  899,  and  in  90  N.  W.  Rep.,  637. 

The  principal,  and  only,  contention  of  the  appellant  is 
that  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  trial  court  is  not  sus- 
tained by  the  evidence,  and  is  contrary  to  law.  This 
requires  us  to  examine  the  bill  of  exceptions  and  the 
evidence  contained  therein  and  determine  the  probative 
force -thereof.  We  find,  however,  that  there  is  no  cer- 
tificate of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  attached  to  the 
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purported  bill  of  exceptions  in  this  case,  and  the  same  is 
in  no  manner  authenticated.  Under  the  well  established 
law  of  this  state  and  the  rules  of  this  court,  such  purported 
bill  of  exceptions  can  not  be  considered  by  us  for  any 
purpose. 

(<Where  the  bill  of  exceptions  purporting  to  contain 
the  evidence  in  a  case  is  not  authenticated  by  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  clerk  of  the  trial  court,  it  is  not  properly 
before  this  court,  and  will  not  be  examined,  and  assign- 
ments of  error  depending  upon  matters  of  evidence  can 
not  be  decided."  First  National  Bank  of  Greenwood  v. 
Cass  County,  47  Neb.,  172,  66  N.  W.  Rep.,  300. 

In  Martin  v.  Fillmore  County,  44  Neb.,  719,  62  N.  W. 
Rep.,  863,  it  was  held :  "In  order  to  authenticate  a  docu- 
ment attached  to  a  record,  as  the  bill  of  exceptions  settled 
in  the  district  court,  there  must  be  a  certificate  of  the 
clerk  of  the  court  to  that  effect." 

A  "bill  of  exceptions  must  be  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the 
trial  court  as  being  the  original  bill  of  exceptions  in  the 
cause,  or  a  copy  thereof,  in  order  that  the  matters  therein 
may  be  considered  by  the  supreme  court.  Warn  v.  State, 
43  Neb.,  18,  61  N.  W.  Rep.,  117.  The  same  rule  was  an- 
nounced in  Felber  v.  Gooding,  47  Neb.,  38,  66  N.  W.  Rep., 
39;  Childerson  v.  Childerson,  47  Neb.,  162,  66  N.  W.  Rep., 
281;  Romberg  v.  Fokken,  47  Neb.,  198,  66  N.  W.  Rep., 
282;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Kinney,  47  Neb.,  at  page  396, 
66  N.  W.  Rep.,  449;  Sicberling  v.  Fletcher,  47  Neb.,  847, 
66  N.  W.  Rep.,  839;  Harris  v.  Barton,  53  Neb.,  568,  74 
N.  W.  Rep.,  49 ;  Forbes  v.  Morearty,  54  Neb.,  at  page  506, 
74  N.  W.  Rep.,  822.  In  fact  there  is  an  unbroken  line  of 
authorities  which  holds,  without  a  single  exception,  that 
matters  contained  in  a  purported  bill  of  exceptions  can 
not  be  considered  for  any  purpose  unless  the  bill  is 
authenticated  by  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  where  the  cause  was  tried.  The  condition  of  the 
record  herein,  although  suggested  on  the  former  hearing, 
seems  to  have  been  overlooked  by  the  writer  of  the  opinion, 
and  because  of  that  fact  the  rehearing  was  recommended 
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by  him.  The  so-called  bill  of  exceptions  should  not  have 
been,  and  can  not  now  be,  considered  for  any  purpose. 
This  brings  ub  to  the  inquiry  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
decree  of  the  trial  court  conforms  to  and  is  supported 
by  the  pleadings.  Crawford  v.  Smith,  57  Neb.,  503,  77  N. 
W.  Rep.,  1078. 

An  examination  of  the  transcript  shows  us  that  the  facts 
alleged  in  the  petition,  if  proved,  are  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  decree  of  the  trial  court,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
that  our  former  opinion  be  vacated  and  set  aside,  and 
that  the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be  affirmed. 

Oldham  and  Pound,  CG.,  concur. 

The  judgment  heretofore  entered  in  this  case  by  this 
court  is  hereby  vacated;  and  it  is  further  ordered  that 
the  judgment  of  the  district  court  be,  and  the  same  ia 
hereby  affirmed. 

Judgment  below  affirmed. 

None— November  5,  1908,  an  opinion  was  written  by  Sumwiok,  J., 
fn  the  above  cause,  denying  a  rehearing  on  the  decision  that  the  docu- 
ment purporting  to  be  a  bill  of  exceptions,  could  not  be  considered  be- 
cause it  was  not  sufficiently  Identified  by  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of 
the  district  court  This  opinion  la  reported  is  — —  Neb.,  — -,  97  N. 
W.  Rep.,  884.-  " 
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ABANDONMENT.     See  HOMESTEAD,  1. 

ABATEMENT   AND   BEVTVAL.     See   Flxxcnrnsa  AKP   Admuim- 

TBATOBS,    1. 

ABSENCE.    See  Limitation  of  Actions,  1,  8. 

ACCOUNT  STATED. 

Mistake;  Esncr.  Where  a  settlement  is  entered  into  between 
two  parties  In  reliance  on  the  accuracy  and  correctness  of 
books  of  account  kept  by  one  of  the  parties,  and  It  is  subse- 
quently discovered  that  the  books  have  been  erroneously 
kept,  and  that  the  party  keeping  them  has  not  accounted  for 
all  the  money  which  he  has  received,  such  a  settlement  wiu 
be  set  aside  and  a  new  accounting  had  although  there  may 
have  been  no  Intentional  fraud  practiced  by  the  bookkeeper, 
and  the  failure  to  account  may  have  been  due  to  mistakes 
alone.     Leidigh  v.  Keever S 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.    See  HOMESTEAD,  4.    Mobkjages,  1 

ACT  OP  GOD.    SeeFiiES,  1. 

ADEQUATE  REMEDY  AT  LAW.    See  Equity,  2.    MANDAMUS,  2, 

ADMISSION.    See  Plkadwg,  8.    Taxation,  6. 

ADVANCE  ME  NTS.    See  Debcxkt  add  Dibtributioit.  L 

ADVEBJSE  POSSESSION.    See  EMINENT  Domaw,  *. 

ADVICE.    Bee  Hubbard  amd  Wm,  1. 

APPTDAVITS.     See  Appeal  and  Ebbos,  1.     Gakbtsecmknt,  1,  2. 
Mobtoaoeb,  6,  64. 

AGISTMENT.    See  Contracts,  1. 

ALIMONY.    See  Divobox,  1,  S. 

APPEAL  AND  EBEOB.     See  BoiTDS.     Forcible  Entrt  ajjd  De- 
tatneb,  1,  2.    Maitoamub,  1,  E.    Mobmaoxb,  8.    Replstcn, 
8.    Trial,  1. 
1.  Affidavits  Not  Presented  to  Trial  Oonrt.     AfBdarlta  not 
presented  to  and  considered  by  the  trial  court  will  not  be 
considered  In  this  court  In  the  event  that  the  case  Is  brought 
to  this  court  for  review,  and  therefore  should  not  be  la- 
eluded  la  the  bill  of  exceptions.    8t*ie  v.  Fawoutt X 
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2.  Appeal;  Errors  in  Excluding  Evidence.  Alleged  errors 
of  the  trial  court  In  the  exclusion  of  evidence  can  not  be 
examined  on  appeal.    Stewart  d  Co.  v.  Allen 333 

S. :    Evidence  on.     A  party  who  brings  a  case  to  this 

court  on  appeal,  impliedly  consents  to  submit  the  Issues  for 
decision  on  the  evidence  actually  In  the  record.  Pettibtme 
v.Yefer 86 

4. ' — :    Rulings  pbebbnted  or.    Rulings  of  the  trial  court, 

made  during  the  progress  of  the  trial,  will  not  be  reviewed 
by  this  court  when  presented  on  appeal.    Idem. 

6.  Assessments,  Validity  of:  Briefs:  Genxbai,  Statements  in. 
Where  several  special  assessments  were  found  to  be  invalid 
tn  the  lower  court  and  the  validity  of  such  assessments  de- 
pends upon  statutes  now  repealed  so  that  to  pass  upon  them 
will  require  a  minute  Investigation  of  documentary  evidence 
and  laborious  search  for  the  several  statutes  applicable 
thereto,  assertions  In  appellant's  brief  that  such  assessments 
are  valid  and  are  shown  by  the  proof  to  be  valid,  without 
stating  any  reasons  for  such  opinion,  or  affording  any  ma- 
terial assistance  to  this  court  toward  verifying  it,  do  not 
require  review  of  Buch  findings,  former*  Loan  A  Trust  Co. 
V.   Hastings 337 

6.  Assignments:  Consideration.  In  proceedings  In  error  only 
such  grounds  as  are  assigned  in  the  petition  In  error  will  be 
considered.    Kennara  v.  Grossman  743 

7. :  Judgment,  Joint:  Statutes.    A  Judgment  entered  In 

accordance  with  section  Gil  of  the  Code  1b  none  the  less  a 
Joint  Judgment.  Hence  an  assignment  of  error  that  the 
"court  erred  in  rendering  a  Joint  Judgment  against  the  de- 
fendants" does  not  raise  the  question  whether  the  require- 
ments of  said  section  should  have  been  complied  with. 
Campbell  v.  Laue St 

8. :    OvEBBtrtiNO  Monon  fob  New  Thai.    A  Judgment 

will  not  be  reversed  for  errors  of  law  occurring  at  the  trial, 
unless  It  is  alleged  in  the  petition  In  error,  and  shown  by 
the  record,  that  the  court  errod  in  overruling  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial.     Gregory  v.  Leavitt 631 

9. :    Without  Rulinob  oa  Exceptions.    This  court  cm 

not  consider  or  pass  upon  assignments  of  error  when  the 
record  fails  to  show  any  rulings  on,  or  exceptions  to,  the 
matters  complained  of  in  the  court  below.    Wells  v.  Fetsser,  661 

10.  Bankruptcy  Pending  Appeal:  Pasties.  Matson  v.  Emerson,  190 

11.  Briefs:  Assignments  Not  m:  Waives.  Assignments  of 
error  not  argued  or  relied  on  In  briefs  of  counsel  will  be 
deemed  waived.    Brown  «.  Houghton 435 
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12.  :     Ekbobs   Not  Ubqf.ii   in.     Errors   not   urged   In   the 

brisfB  Will  bo  disregarded.     Brown  v.   Collins 149 

13. ' — :    Questions  Not  Pbopeblt  Raibdi  ih.    This  court  is 

not  bound  to  examine  questions  not  bo  raised  In  the  briefs 
as  to  state  fairly  what  1b  complained  of,  the  reason  and 
basis  of  the  complaint,  and  tho  exact  portions  of  the  record 
material  thereto.     Livingston  v.  Moore 498 

14. :    Questions  Not  Raised  bt.    On  appeal  this  court  1b 

not  bound  to  pass  upon  questions  not  fairly  raised  In  the 
brlefa  of  counsel  for  appellant.  Farmers  Loan  &  Trust  Oo. 
v.  Hastings  337 

15.  Confirmation  of  Sale:  Sufficiency  or  Record.  Record  ex- 
amined, and  held  to  disclose  no  error  on  the  part  of  the 
court  on  confirmation  of  a  sale.    Phrrnix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Home. .     20 

16.  Costs:  Final  Order.  To  entitle  a  party  to  a  review  there' 
must  have  been  a  final  order  or  Judgment  rendered  In  the 
cause.  Reynolds  v.  City  of  Tecumseh,  48  Neb.,  785.  Mc- 
Lucas  v.  Bt.  Joseph  £  O.  1.  B.  Oo 164 

17.  :   JuiNiMFVT  fob:    Final  Obdeb,    A  mere  judgment  for 

costs  is  not  a  final  Judgment  and  proceedings  in  error  will 
not  He  to  reverse  such  Judgment.    BotaCk  v.  Gannon 276 

18.  Discretion:  Exception.  An  alleged  abuse  of  discretion  on 
the  part  of  the  trial  court  is  unavailing  unless  excepted  to. 
Guthrie  v.  State   28 

19.  Equity  and  Conscience  Absent  from  Bill.  Where  a  bill  die- 
closes  nothing  of  equity  and  still  leas  of  conscience  a  Judg- 
ment of  the  lower  court  dismissing  such  bill  will  be  affirmed. 
Phienix  Ins.  Oo.  v.  Boehl 872 

23.  Equity  Cause  on  Error:  Motion  fob  New  Trial.  In  order 
to  review  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  of  an  equity  cause 
by  petition  In  error  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  must  be  Sled 
In  the  district  court  the  same  as  in  an  action  at  law. 
Gaughran  v.  Crosby,  33  Neb.,  33,  followed.    Miles  v.  Denting,  626 

21.  Error  Must  Be  Shown.  Affirmatively.  A  plaintiff  In  error 
must  show  affirmatively  that  error  was  committed  and  that 
he  was  entitled  as  a  matter  of  law  to  a  different  Judgment 

or  order  from  that  complained  of.    Shelby  v.  Cretghton 264 

22.  Estoppel  to  Complain.  A  party  will  not  be  heard  to  com- 
plain of  the  action  of  the  trial  court,  when  the  action  com- 
plained of  was  at  his  Instance.    Btonn  v.  Holmes 16 

23.  Evidence:  Competency  and  Sufficiknot.  This  court  may, 
however,  on  appeal  pass  upon  the  competency  of  evidence 
admitted,  In  determining  whether  the  decree  Is  supported 

by  sufficient  evidence.     Qheston  v.  Wilson 674 
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24.  :   Conflictiso.    The  Judgment  of  a  district  court  will 

not  be  disturbed  where  the  evidence  was  conflicting,  If  the 
record  discloses  sufficient  competent  evidence  to  support 
such  Judgment.    Peterson  v.  Estate  of  Peterson 86 

SB. :    .    Findings  based  on  conflicting  evidence  will 

not  be  disturbed.    Bolt  v.  Rust-Owen  Lumber  Co 170 

26. :    .    Connecticut  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit  Co.  v. 

SoutJtwick   291 

27. :    .    Conclusions  of  fact  drawn  by  a  Jury  from 

conflicting  evidence  will  not  be  disturbed.     Deering  if  Co. 

v.  Walter  364 

28. :    .    The  Judgment  of  a  district  court  founded 

upon  conflicting  evidence  will  not  be  disturbed.    Tan  Meter 

v.  Province  413 

29. :     .     Where   the   evidence   Is   conflicting,    but 

sufficient  competent  evidence  Is  In  the  record  to  support  the 
finding,  the  judgment  will  not  be  set  aside  by  a  reviewing 
court.    Bourne  v.  O'Conner 432 

30.  ■ — :    — .    Where  there  Is  a  conflict  of  evidence  on 

the  matters  In  dispute  between  the  parties,  the  verdict  of  a 
Jury  based  thereon  will  not  be  disturbed.    Reed  v.  Mott. . . .  450 

31. :    .     A  finding  based  on  conflicting  evidence 

will  not  be  disturbed  unless  manifestly  wrong.  Davies  v. 
Barger 510 

32.  :    — : .    The  verdict  of  a  Jury  on  testimony  fairly 

conflicting  will  not  be  disturbed  by  this  court    Bomiwitz  v. 

De  Kalb   534 

33. :     .     Where    the  evidence   Is   conflicting,   but 

there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  support  the  verdict.  It  will 
not  be   disturbed.     Schaff  v.   Hamilton 577 

34.  :    .    Where  there  Is  some  competent  evidence 

tending  to  establish  all  of  the  facts  constituting  plaintiff's 
cause  of  action,  and  the  evidence  on  the  whole  case  Is  con- 
flicting, the  verdict  of  a  jury  based  thereon  will  not  be  set 
aside  on  the  ground  that  it  is  not  sustained  by  the  evidence. 
Rat ft  v.  Ratn    600 

35.  r    .    It  Is  a  settled  rule  of  this  court  that  the 

findings  of  the  trial  court,  on  conflicting  evidence,  will  not 
be  reversed  on  appeal  unless  clearly  wrong.  Continental 
Nat.  Bank  of  Chicago  v.  Lew 694 

36. :  .  Findings  of  fact  by  a  trial  court  from  con- 
flicting evidence  will  not  be  disturbed  upon  error  or  appeal, 
unless  clearly  wrong.    Dxtfrene  v.  Anderson 813  * 

37. :    :    On  Appeal.    When  the  evidence  Is  fairly 
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conflicting,  or  where  the  case,  as  made  by  the  evidence.  Is 
such  that  reasonable  minds  might  (airly  differ  as  to  the 
correct  and  proper  conclusion  to  bo  drawn  therefrom,  a 
finding  of  fact  made  by  the  trial  court  will  not  be  disturbed 
on  appeal.  Booth  v.  Kessler,  62  Neb.,  704,  87  N,  W.  Rep., 
532,  followed.    Sullivan  Savings  Institution  v.  Sharp 800 

18. :    Review  op  Rulinos.    The  rulings  of  the  trial  court 

on  the  admission  of  evidence  examined,  and  held  that  there 
was  no  error  therein.  Northwalt  Co.  v.  McCarmick  Har- 
vester Machine  Co 699 

89. :    Rulings:    Review.    Rulings  of  a  trial  court  In  the 

admission  of  evidence,  are  reviewable  only  by  petition  In 
error.    Cheston  v.  Wilton ' 674 

40.  Examination  of  Witness:  Objections:  Otfeb  or  Proof, 
The  ruling  of  the  trial  court  sustaining  an  objection  to  a 
question  propounded  to  a  witness  will  not  be  reviewed  In  the 
absence  of  an  offer  showing  what  the  party  complaining  of 
such  ruling  expected  to  prove  by  the  witness.    City  of  Crete 

v.  Hendricks  847 

41.  Exceptions.  Alleged  errors  In  the  Introduction  of  evidence 
are  not  reviewable  unless  excepted  to  In  the  trial  court. 
Pope  v.  Kingman  A  Co 184 

42.  Exceptions,  Bill  of:  Impbopzb  Authehtication.  Where  the 
bill  of  exceptions  Is  not  authenticated  by  a  proper  certifi- 
cate of  the  clerk,  this  court  can  go  no  further  than  to  see 
that  the  Judgment  appealed  from  is  supported  by  the  plead- 
ings in  the  case.    Porter  v.  Detrlck 2> 

43.  :    Instbuctions.    When  a  case  Is  brought  to  Oils  court 

by  petition  in  error  and  there  is  no  bill  of  exceptions  In  the 
record,  instructions  given  by  the  trial  court  that  might  have 
been  proper  under  any  possible  condition  of  the  evidence 
under  the  pleadings  will  not  be  held  erroneous  and  prejudi- 
cial.    Connor  v.  Schreiner-Flack  drain  Co 188 

44.  Exceptions  Not  properly  Taken  to  Instructions:  Cok- 
bxcting  Recobd.  In  case  exceptions  are  so  filed  which  were 
not  properly  taken  at  the  time  the  Instructions  were  given. 
they  have  no  place  In  the  record,  and  the  remedy  la  to  cor- 
rect the  record  In  the  district  court  by  striking  them  there- 
from, the  same  as  where  exceptions  not  seasonably  taken 
are  noted  by  counsel  upon  the  written  charge.  City  of  Lin- 
coln v.  Soger  598 

46.  Exclusion  of  Immaterial  Hatters.  Error  can  not  be  predi- 
cated on  the  action  of  the  trial  court  In  excluding  imma- 
terial matters  from  the  consideration  of  the  Jury.  Brown 
v.  SUver  164 
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46.  Final  Order.  In  the  absence  of  a  final  Judgment,  or  final 
order,  In  an  action-tried  to  a  Jury,  proceedings  of  the  trial 
court  will  not  be.  reviewed.  Creamery  Paiihnye  Mfg.  Oo.  v. 
Magill 414 

4T. .   To  entitle  a  part;  to  a -review  there  must  have  been 

a  final  order  rendered  In  the  cause.  Reynold*  v.  City  of 
Teaumseh,  48  Neb.,  785.    Bock  v.  Grooms 802 

48.  Findings:  Approved.  Findings  of  fact  of  the  trial  court 
examined  and  approved.  Union  Stock  Tarda  Hat.  Bank 
v.  HaekeU   839 

41.  :  Exceptions:  Motion  for  New  Trial.  The  sub- 
mission of  special  findings  to  the  Jury  upon  matters  claimed 
to  be  Irrelevant  and  immaterial  will  not  be  reviewed  unless 
excepted  to  at  the  time  and  assigned  as  error  in  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial.    Livingston  v.  Moore 49S 

60. :     Pleading  and   Evidence:     Presumptions.     Where 

a  cause  Is  tried  to  the  court  and  there  Is  a  general  finding 
for  tbe  plaintiff,  if  any  cause  of  action  Is  stated  and  there 
la  evidence  thereon  sufficient  to  sustain  the  finding.  It  will 
be  presumed  that  the  court  proceeded  thereon  and  the  Judg- 
ment will  be  affirmed,  although  the  petition  attempts  also  to 
state  a  caueo  of  action  of  a  different  nature  which  would 
not  sustain  a  recovery.    Omaha  Brewing  As&'n  v.  Tiilenbury,  277 

61. :  Presumed  True.  Where  the  evidence  is  not  pre- 
served and  a  transcript  of  the  pleadings  is  not  presented, 
it  will  he  conclusively  presumed  in  the  appellate  court  that 
the  findings  of  fact  of  the  trial  court  are  true.  Shelby  v. 
Creigkton 267 

62.  Foreclosure:  Sktttno  Aside:  Discretion.  No  abuse  of  dis- 
cretion of  the  trial  court,  In  refusing  to  set  the  sale  aside,  Is 
shown  or  complained  of.    Pearson  v.  Badger  Lumber  Co. ...  261 

63.  Injunction.    State  v.  German  Savings  Bank  of  Omaha 717 

64.  Instructions.  Instructions  given  examined,  and  held  cor- 
rectly to  state  the  Issues  Involved  'in  the  case.  Boyd  v. 
George 420 

66.  ■— .  Instructions  examined,  and  held  pertinent  to  the 
Issues  Involved  In  the  case.     Bonawitz  v.  BeKalb 634 

56. .     An   Instruction   Identical   in  substance   with   one 

ashed  by  the  complaining  party  furnishes  no  grounds  of 
error.    Buck  v.  Hogeboon  853 

67. :    Argumentative:    Prejudice.    Tnstrnctlon  examined 

and  disapproved;  but  It  appearing  from  the  record  that  the 
giving  of  the  instruction  in  no  manner  affected  the  verdict 
of  the  Jury,  lew  error  without  prejudice.    Rath  v.  Rath....  MO 
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68.  :  Complaint  Bn  Masse.  Complaint  en  masse  or  re- 
fusal of  five  Instructions  not  considered  where  It  la  apparent 
that  at  least  two  of  them  were  properly  refused.  Buck  v. 
Hogeboom 853 

59. :    Evidence:    Preponderance  and  Weight.    Not  error 

to  couple  with  Instruction  as  to  preponderance  of  evidence 
a  correct  statement  of  proper  tests  as  to  Its  weight.    Idem. 

60.  :    Exceptions.     Instructions  can  not  be  reviewed  In 

this  court  unless  the  record  shows  they  were  passed  upon 
by  the  trial  court  and  an  exception  taken  to  the  rulings 
thereon.    German  ins.  Co.  v.  Stiner 308 

61.  :    .     Instructions  will  not  be  reviewed  unless 

excepted  to  In  the  trial  court.    Livingston  v.  Moore 498 

63.  :  :  Transcript:  Presumption.  Where  excep- 
tions to  Instructions  appear  In  the  transcript  Immediately 
after  the  charge  and  before  the  record  of  submission  to  the 
Jury  and  of  the  verdict,  with  all  entry  showing  them  to  have 
been  Sled  at  the  same  time  with  the  Instructions,  and  are 
certified  to  by  the  clerk  as  part  of  the  record  of  the  district 
court,  the  same  presumption  arises  as  In  case  of  notation  by 
counsel  upon  the  instructions  themselves.  City  of  Lincoln 
v.  Bager  698 

63.  :    Given  ht  Court  Refused  to  Party.    It  Is  not  error 

to  refuse  to  give  an  Instruction  tendered,  when  the  ground 
covered  thereby  is  covered  by  Instructions  given  by  the 
court  on  its  own  motion.  .Kennard  v.  Grossman 743 

64. :     Immaterial   Where   No   Damage   Caused.      Where 

the  Jury  has  specially  found  there  was  no  damage  caused, 
it  la  Immaterial  whether  Instructions  as  to  a  Justification 
of  the  alleged  injury  are  supported  by  the  pleadings. 
Axthelm  v.  Chicago.  R.  1.  £  P.  R.  Co 444 

65.  :      Legal    Consequences    of    Certain    Facts.      An 

instruction  which  merely  points  out  the  legal  consequence 
of  certain  facts,  of  which  there  is  evidence.  In  case  the  Jury 
find  them  to  be  established,  is  not  erroneous.  Bchmuck 
v.  Hill 79 

66. :    Matters  Outside  Issues:    Estoppel  to  Complain. 

That  a  court  has  given  an  instruction  covering  matters  out- 
side the  Issues  made,  is  not  a  cause  of  complaint  by  a  party 
who  has  himself  requested  an  Instruction  substantially  the 
same  as  that  of  which  complaint  is  made.  Union  P.  R. 
Co.    v.   Lotwav 348 

67. :    Objections  to,  as  a  Group.    Objections  to  Instruc- 
tions aa  a  group  can  not  be  sustained  where  any  of  them 
are  properly  given.    Axthelm  v.  Chicago,  R.  1.  A  P.  R.  Co..  444 
62 
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68.  :    Prejudice.    Giving  and  refusing  of  instructions  In. 

the  case  held  to  show  no  prejudicial  error.  Carlson  £  Han- 
son v.  Holm 88 

69.  :    .    A  party  can  not  be  heard  to  complain  of 

error  In  an  instruction  from  which  he  suffered  no  prejudice. 
Veering  d  Co.  v.  Walter 364 

70.  :    Refused  to  Party  But  Given  bt  Court.    Where  a 

party  to  a  suit  requests  the  submission  of  a  question  to  the 
jury  by  the  tender  of  an  instruction  which  Is  refused,  he  can 
not  complain  of  an  Instruction,  given  by  the  court  on  its 
own  motion,  submitting  the  same  question.  Eennard  v. 
Grossman   '.    743 

71. :    Refused  When   Point  Covered  by  Court.     Error 

can  not  be  predicated  on  the  failure  of  the  court  to  give  In- 
structions asked  for  at  the  trial  where  the  court  In  Its  own 
instruction  has  amply  covered  the  grounds  contained  in  the 
requests.    Rath  v.  Bath  600 

72. :    Undkrscorixo  Words:    Prejudice.    Underscoring  In 

an  Instruction  the  words  bona  fide,  not  prejudicial  to  a  party 
alleging  fraud.    Crockett  v.  Milter 292 

73.  Issues  In  Appellate  Court.  It  Is  a  well  denned  rule  of  this 
court  (hat  under  all  ordinary  circumstances  parties  will  be 
restricted  in  the  appellate  court  to  the  same  Issues  on  which 
they  relied  In  the  court  of  original  Jurisdiction.    Carnahan 

v.  Brewster  • 366 

74.  :    Replevin:    Conversion.    A  plaintiff  In  replevin  on 

appeal  from  Justice's  court  to  the  district  court  added  an 
allegation  of  conversion  of  the  property  In  connection  with 
a  claim  for  value  of  Us  use  In  his  petition.  Held,  That  this 
was  not  necessarily  an  attempt  to  state  a  different  cause  of 
action  and  was  not  open  to  a  motion  to  strike  out  on  that 
ground.     Livingston  v.  Moore   498 

75.  Judgment  Sustained  by  Evidence  and  Findings:  Erro- 
neous Conclusion  of  Law.  Where  the  evidence  sustains  the 
findings,  and  the  findings  sustain  a  formal  Judgment  ren- 
dered thsreon,  such  Judgment  will  not  be  reversed  because 
of  an  erroneous  conclusion  of  law  deducted  from  the  find- 
ings of  fact,  such  conclusion  being  merely  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  trial  court,    Rosso  v.  Milwaukee  Harvester 

Co 212 

76.  Judicial  Sales:  Confirmation:  Objections:  Insufficient. 
Objections  urged  against  a  confirmation  of  a  sale  examined, 
and  held  Insufficient.     Kingslcy  v.  Bvoboda 234 

77.  :  :  Prejudice.    An  order  confirming  a  sale  will 

not  be  reversed  for  technical  irregularities  which  could  not 
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have  been  prejudicial  to  substantial  rights  of  any  of  the 
parties.    Gray  v.  Eurich 194 

78. :    :    .    An  order  confirming  a  sale  will 

not  be  reversed  for  technical  Irregularities  which  could  Dot 
have  been  prejudicial  to  substantial  rights  of  any  of  the 
parties.  Qray  V.  Enrich,  ante,  page  194,  followed.  Gray  v. 
Naiman 196 

78.  :  :  .     A  sale  will  not  be  set. aside  for 

Irregularities  or  errors  not  prejudicial  to  the  party  com- 
plaining.   Clark  v.  Wolf  290 

80.  Jurisdiction :  Assignments  Not  IN  Motion  FOB  New  Trial. 
An  error  not  going  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  trial  court,  and 
not  called  to  Its  attention  In  any  way,  by  motion  for  new 
trial  or  otherwise,  will  net  be  regarded  In  this  court.  Jen- 
kins v.  Hyatt 692 

81. :  Bt  Consent.  This  court  can  not  acquire  jurisdic- 
tion to  review  such  a  Judgment  on  appeal  by  consent  of  the 
parties.    Bootes  v.  Ferguson  172 

82.  Law  Action  on  Appeal.  The  proceedings  of  a  district  court 
in  an  action  at  law  can  not  be  reviewed  In  this  court  on 
appeal.     Tan  Doren  v.  Empkie-Bhugart  Co 818 

83.  Law  of  the  Case:  Definition  and  Application.  "The  law 
of  the  case"  Is  a  rule  of  expediency  which  should  not  be 
lightly  disregarded,  but  It  should  be  restricted  to  such  ques- 
tions as  have  been  presented  to,  and  decided  by,  this  court 
at  a  former  hearing  of  the  same  case  and  those  necessarily 
involved  in  such  decision  and  should  not  apply  to  a  mere 
expression  of  opinion  In  regard  to  matters  not  actually  In- 
volved In  the  decision,  nor  should  It  apply  to  questions  re- 
ferred to  by  Intimation  only  and  not  determined.  First 
Nat.  Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers  £  Merchants  Bank 104 

84.  :    DrviDED  Court.    Tbe  rule  that  a  prior  decision  of 

this  court  In  a  given  cause  Is  tbe  law  of  the  case  in  all  sub- 
sequent proceedings  as  to  matters  passed  upon  or  Involved 
In  the  decision,  does  not  apply  to  propositions  of  law  upon 
which  the  members  of  the  court  taking  part  therein  were 
equally  divided.     Baldwin  v.  Burt 877 

85.  Mortgagee:  Objections  Insufficient.  Objections  made  to 
the  confirmation  of  a  sale  examined,  and  held  Insufficient. 
Ph&nix  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Sparks 215 

86.  New  Trial,  Motion  for.  This  court  will  not  review  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  district  court  by  petition  In  error  unless  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  made  In  the  trial  court,  and  a 
ruling  obtained  thereon.    Jones  v.  Hayes,  36  Neb.,  526,  54  N. 

W.  Kep.,  868,  followed.    Marsh  v.  State 372 
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87. :    Ihdivisibie.    Where  two  or  more  parties  Join  In  a 

motion  tor  a  new  trial  the  motion  1b  indivisible  and  unlesu 
It  should  be  sustained  as  to  all  It  must  be  overruled  u  to 
all.    McCarty  v.  Morgan  174 

88. :    No  Assignment  of  Error.    This  court  will  not.  In 

an  error  proceeding,  reverse  a  case  where  the  error  alleged 
was  neither  presented  to  the  court  below  in  the  motion  for 
a  new  trial  nor  assigned  as  error  In  the  petition  filed  in  this 
court    Wooaard  v.  Cutter 84 

89.  Nugatory  Act:  Refusal  of  Court  to  Perform.  A  Judgment 
should  be  reversed  only  for  errors  which  operate  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  party  complaining  thereof.  Hence  tne  re- 
fusal of  a  court  to  perform  an  act  which  is  purely  nugatory 
and  without  legal  force  or  validity  ought  not  to  be  reviewed 
by  this  court,  however  informal  or  Irregular  the  proceed- 
ing by  which  such  refusal  Is  expressed.    Baldwin  v.  Burt . .  377 

90.  Objection  After  Verdict  of  No  Petition  on  File.  After 
having  gone  to  trial  upon  the  theory  that  the  petition  was 
duly  filed,  a  defeated  party  can  not,  after  verdict  against 
him,  be  heard  to  urge  that  there  was  no  petition  on  file  and 

no  cause  pending  before  the  court.    Heater  v.  Penroi 711 

91.  Order  Overruling  Motion.  When  the  defendant  In  an  action 
to  foreclose  a  tax  lien  files  no  pleading  in  the  district  court 
except  a  motion  to  strike  plaintiff's  petition  from  the  flies, 
the  action  of  the  trial  court  In  overruling  such  motion  can 
not  be  reviewed  on  appeal.     Seaman  v.  Atkinson 197 

92.  Parties  In  Appellate  Court:  Jurisdiction.  Where  a  Judg- 
ment is  entered  in  the  district  court  in  favor  of  a  party  to 
the  proceedings,  and  error  from  such  Judgment  Is  prosecuted 
to  this  court  without  making  such  party  a  party  to  the  error 
proceedings,  this  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  determine,  the 
correctness  of  the  Judgment.    WUUU  v.  Harlan  County 865 

93.  Pleading:  Construction  After  Judgmbnt.  A  petition  will 
be  construed  liberally  when  attacked  for  the  first  time  after 
Judgment.     Chamber*  v.  Barker 523 

94.  :  Joint  Petition  in  Ebbob:    Effect:   Pabttes.    Where 

two  or  more  parties  join  In  a  petition  in  error,  if  the  Judg- 
ment Is  right  as  to  one,  It  must  be  affirmed  as  to  all.    Storm 

v.  Holmes  16 

95.  :    Motion  to  Strike  fbom  Reply.     It  Is  not  error  to 

overrule  a  motion  to  strike,  which  Includes,  together  with 
some  matter  which  should  have  been  stricken  out  of  a  reply, 
other  matters  which  embody  a  proper  reply.  German  In*. 
Co.  v.  Stiner   308 

96.  Presumption  from  Record.    Where  no  part  of  the  record 
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prior  to  an  alia*  order  of  Bale  on  which  property  Is  sold  Is 
brought  to  this  court  on  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  con- 
firmation, no  irregularity  or  lack  of  authority  to  Issue  such 
alia*  order  can  be  presumed.  National  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Crandall 336 

97.  Probata:  Judgments  of  District  Court  oir  Appeal  From. 
Judgments  of  the  district  court  rendered  on  appeal  from 
the  probate  aide  of  the  county  court  are  reviewable  only 

by  petition  In  error.    Bowles  v.  Ferguson 172 

98.  Reversal  to  Recover  Nominal  Damages.  A  Judgment  will 
not  be  reversed  in  order  to  permit  recovery  of  nominal  dam- 
ages, unless  recovery  of  such  damages  will  establish  or  pre- 
serve some  right  or  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  costs.  School 
District   v.  Burress   655 

09.  Signing  Complete  Record.  Requirements  as  to  signing  com- 
plete record  are  directory,  and  not  essential  to  validity  of 
court's  action.    Colony  v.  Billingsley 670 

100.  Submission  Ex  Parte:  Statements  OF  RECORD  IN  Bbief. 
Ordinarily  when  a  cause  is  submitted  without  oral  argu- 
ment and  upon  the  brief  of  the  plaintiff  In  error  alone,  the 
statements  of  the  brief  as  to  the  contents  of  the  record  will 

be  treated  as  true  and  accurate.    Veering  if  Co.  v.  Walter. .  364 

101.  Supersedeas:  Conditions.  A  supersedeas  bond  not  con- 
ditioned as  required  by  statute  Is  Insufficient  to  prevent  the 
enforcement  of  the  Judgment  or  decree  ft  was  given  to 
supersede.     Gillespie   v.   Morsman    162 

102.  Transactions  in  Dispute:  Findings.  The  trial  court's  de- 
termination, as  to  what  transactions  are  sufficiently  con- 
nected with  those  out  of  which  the  matter  In  dispute  arose 
to  be  considered  by  the  Jury  In  passing  upon  It,  will  not, 
unless  clearly  wrong,  be  disturbed.    Buck  v.  Hogeboom... .  853 

103.  Transcript:  Absence  of:  Intoxicating  LiQiioas.  A  Judg- 
ment of  a  district  court,  on  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  an 
excise  board,  granting  a  license  to  sell  malt,  spirituous  and 
vinous  liquors,  will  not  be  reviewed  by  this  court  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  duly  certified  transcript  of  the  application,  remon- 
strance and  the  final  order  of  such  board  in  the  premises. 
Marferding  v.  Jones  , . , ,  441 

104. :     Attacking   Sufficibnct   of.     Except  upon   direct 

attack  by  motion  assailing  its  sufficiency  or  accuracy,  a 
transcript  of  the  record  of  a  district  court  transmitted  to 
this  court  on  error  or  appeal,  Imports  absolute  verity,  and 
alleged  errors  and  imperfections  therein  will  not  be  cor- 
rected upon  the  oral  representation  of  counsel  made  at  the 
time  of  the  submission  of  the  case.    Wentz  v.  Meyer 36 
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105.  :    Order  Appealed  from  Wasting.    Whore,  on  appeal, 

the  order  or  Judgment  complained  of  U  not  Included  In  the 
transcript,  the  appeal  will  be  dismissed.    Jones  v.  Miller..  581 

106.  Verdict:  Correctness  of.  The  verdict  held  to  be  sustained 
by  the  evidence  and  In  accord  with  the  instructions  of  the 
court.    Pope  v.  Kingman  cE  Co 184 

107.  :     Instructions:     Replevin.     Verdict   examined,   and 

field,  not  In  conflict  with  instructions.     Bonuwitz  v.  DeKaltt,  534 

108.  :  Supported  bt  Evidence.  Thta  court  will  not  Inter- 
fere with  the  verdict  of  a  jury  unless  It  Is  clearly  unsup- 
ported by  the  evidence.    City  of  Omaha  v.  Doty 726 

109.  Waiver  by  Stipulation  for  Sale  of  Property  and  Deposit  of 
Money.  A  stipulation  in  an  action  pending  in  a  district 
court  that  the  property  which  Is  the  subject  of  the  contro- 
versy shall  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  deposited  with  the  clerk 
until  It  shall  be  determined  which  party  to  the  action 
la  entitled  to  them,  and  that.  If  the  sale  shall  be  made  be- 
fore the  matter  shall  be  fully  litigated,  the  funds  shall  be 
paid  out  when  the  court  shall  have  made  an  order  that  one 
or  the  other  party  is  entitled  to  them.  Is  not  effectual  as  a 
release  of  errors  and  a  waiver  of  the  right  of  review  in 
this  court  An  intent  by  the  parties  to  bar  themselves  from 
the  right  of  access  to  the  courts  must  be  manifested  by  ex- 
press words  or  by  the  strongest  Implication.    Ryan  v.  Donley,      6 

APPEARANCE.    See  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Party  aa  Witness.  An  appearance  of  a  party  to  testify  as  a 
witness  is  not  an  appearance  to  the  action.  Commercial 
State  Bank  v.  Rowley 645 

ASSESSMENTS.     See  Appeal  and  Ebeob,  5.    Counties,  1.     Tax- 
ation, 17. 

on,  6-9, 11.    Mortoages,  8,  S. 

ATTACHMENT.  See  Descent  and  Distribution,  1.  Garnish- 
ment, 6. 
Resident  of  State  But  Not  of  County:  Validity  or  Lien. 
Where  an  attachment  proceeding  ta  instituted  against  a  de- 
fendant, who  Is  a  resident  of  this  state.  In  a  county  In  which 
such  defendant  does  not  reside  and  cannot  be  found,  and 
makes  no  appearance,  a  levy  on  a  judgment  rendered  on 
such  proceedings  Is  not  a  valid  lien  on  the  property  of  the 
defendant  In  the  county  In  which  such  judgment  was  ren- 
dered.   Nelson  «.  City  of  Beatrice 47 
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Lteu:  Priorities.  As  against  a  client  or  client's  assignee,  an 
attorney  engaged  In  prosecuting  a  claim  before  a  county 
board  has  a  Hen  for  his  services  without  filing  claim  or  giv- 
ing notice,  and  an  assignee,  whose  rights  arise  while  the 
matter  is  pending,  takes  subject  to  the  attorney's  rightful 
fees.    Moloney  v.  County  of  Douglas S96 

See  Appeal  ano  Error,  42.     Exceptions, 

BANKBUPTCY.    See  Appeal  and  Error.  10. 

BANKS  AND  BANKING.    See  Trusts. 

1.  Checks:  Title  of  Indorsee:  Indorsee  as  Party  Plaintiff. 
The  indorsee  of  a  check  is  possessed  of  the  legal  title 
thereto,  and  is  the  proper  party  plaintiff  In  an  action  for  its 
collection.    Commercial  State  Bank  v.  Rowley 645 

2.  Depositaries:  Restoration  of  Fund.  "A  depositary  of  a 
trust  fund  who  parts  with  no  consideration  and  Is  not  mis- 
led to  his  prejudice  by  reasqn  of  the  deposit,  is  bound  to  re- 
store the  fund  to  the  true  owner  on  q>mand,  although  such 
deposit  was  made  by  an  agent  or  trustee  and.  until  such 
demand,  the  depositary  had  no  notice  of  Its  real  character. 
Union  Stock  Yards  National  Bank  v.  Campbell 72 

3.  Deposits:  Duty  to  Honor  Checks.  Deposits  In  a  bank 
create  between  It  and  the  depositor  the  relation  of  debtor 
and  creditor;  and  as  long  as  this  relation  exists  the  bank  is 
In  duty  bound  to  honor  the  checks  of  the  depositor,  and  It 
can  not  refuse  to  do  so  on  the  ground  that  the  money  de- 
posited belongs  to  some  other  person,  or  that  the  title  of 
the  depositor  to  It  is  defective.    Sehawka  Bank  v.  Ingeraoll,  617 

i.  Drafts:  Payment  to  Impostor:  Foboeby:  Liability.  Where 
A  on  receipt  of  release,  made  at  A's  request,  of  all  claim 
against  an  estate,  and  purporting  to  have  been  made  by  B, 
procures  a  draft  to  his  own  order,  indorses  it  to  B's  order 
and  sends  it  by  mail  to  the  address  given  him  as  B's,  and 
it  Is  there  received  by  the  person  executing  the  release  and 
Indorsed  in  B's  name,  A  has  no  right  of  action  against  a 
bank  which  pays  the  draft  to  the  holder,  supposing  him  to 
be  B,  though  he  1b  in  fact  an  Impostor.  Hoffman  v.  Amer- 
ican Exchange  Hat.  Bank 217 

5. :  :  :  ■  Where  an  fmposter  as- 
sumes the  name  of  another  person,  and  thereby  Induces  a 
third  person  to  believe  he  is  the  person  whose  name  he  has 
assumed;  and,  acting  on  such  belief,  such  third  person  in- 
dorsee a  draft,  designating  the  payee  by  the  name  assumed 
by  the  Impostor,  and  delivers  it  to  such  Impostor  in  the  be- 
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lief  that  he  Is  dealing  with  the  person  whose  name  has  been 
assumed,  and  the  Impostor  Indorses  the  draft,  using  such 
assumed  name,  and  transfers  It  to  an  innocent  purchaser, 
the  purchaser  takes  title  by  such  indorsement.     Idem 222 

6.  Knowledge  of  Outstanding  Draft:  Right  to  Retain  De- 
posit. Knowledge  by  the  bank  that  a  draft  has  been  drawn 
on  the  depositor  and  is  outstanding  would  not  Justify  a  re- 
fusal by  the  bank  to  pay  out  the  money  deposited  when  de- 
manded by  the  depositor;  the  law  would  not  allow  the  bank 
to  set  up  a  jus  le.rtii  against  the  demand.     Wehawka  Bank 

v.  Ingersoll 617 

7.  Trust  Fund:  Approphiation  :  Liability.  But  If  the  bank 
appropriates  the  trust  fund  to  the  payment  of  a  debt  due 
the  tank  from  the  trustee,  it  would  be  liable  therefor.    Idem. 

8.  :    Deposit  to  Personal  Account:    Payment:    Bona 

Fides:  Pleading:  Evidence.  In  an  action  against  a  bank 
for  money  deposited  by  a  trustee  to  his  own  account,  evi- 
dence of  payment  by  the  bank  on  checks  subsequently  drawn 
by  such  trustee  In  good  faith  relying  on  bis  apparent  title 
to  said  fund  is  Inadmissible  under  general  denial.  Such 
fact,  to  be  available  as  a  defense,  must  be  specially  pleaded. 
Cady  v.  South  Omaha  National  Bank,  46  Neb.,  756,  65  N. 
W.  Rep.,  906,  followed.  Union  Stock  Yards  Hat.  Bank  v. 
Haskell 83S 

BASTARDY. 

1.  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and  heJd  sufficient 
to  sustain  a  verdict  of  guilty  on  a  charge  of  bastardy. 

Quthrie  v.  State  28 

2. .    Evidence  examined,  and  held  to  sustain  verdict  of 

guilty.    Ankeny  v.  Ratohoaser 3! 

BILLS  AND  NOTES.    See  Guaranty:    Principal  and  Aoknt,  6-7. 

1.  Bona  Fide  Purchaser:  Definition.  The  indorsee  of  nego- 
tiable paper  before  due  and  without  notice  of  defenses,  as 
collateral  security  for  an  antecedent  debt,  la  a  bona  ftde 
holder  thereof  for  value  within  the  meaning  of  the  law 
merchant.    Lashmett  v.  Prall 284 

2.  Consideration:  Gaming:  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence 
examined,  and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  finding  of  Jury  that 
the  consideration  of  the  note  sued  upon  was  not  tainted 
with  any  indebtedness  arising  out  of  gambling  transactions. 
Connor  v.  Rumsey   740 

3.  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  the  Judgment.    Bchulz  v.  Mndisrtt 138 

Clarkton  Bato  Mill  Co.  v.  Patrick 191 

Well*  v.  Fetter 551 
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4.  Indorsement :  Before  Due  as  Collateral:  Bona  Fides. 
-where  a  negotiable  promissory  note  Is  Indorsed  and  trans- 
ferred, before  due,  as  collateral  security  for  a  loan  of  money 
then  made,  the  pledgee  without  notice  Is  a  holder  for  value. 
Connecticut  Trust  £  Safe  Deposit  Co.  v.  Trumbo 860 

6. :  :  "Fob  Collection":  Notice.  An  Indorse- 
ment of  a  draft  to  a  bank  "for  collection"  Is  notice  to  subse- 
quent holders  that  the  Indorsee  la  agent  and  not  owner  of 
the  draft.  First  Nat.  Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers  &  Mer- 
chants Bank 104 

6. :    Payment:    Presumptions.    Where  partial  payments 

are  made  upon  a  promissory  note  even  after  maturity  It  is 
a  proper  precaution  for  the  party  making  such  payments  to 
see  that  they  are  Indorsed  upon  the  Instrument.  But  there 
is  no  absolute  legal  requirement  that  payments  be  so  in- 
dorsed, nor  does  a  necessary  legal  presumption  that  such  in- 
dorsements were  made  arise  from  the  mere  fact  of  payment. 
Storey  v.  Kerr G68 

7.  Parol  Evidence:  CoNBroKSATiON — Lands  fob  Sop-poet.  Parol 
testimony  is  admissible  In  an  action  upon  a  promissory  note 
to  show  that  it  was  given  to  secure  the  performance  of  an 
agreement  whereby  the  payee  conveyed1  to  the  maker  cer- 
tain lands  In  consideration  that  the  maker  should  support 
the  payee  during  his  lifetime,  and  that  the  maker  had  per- 
formed the  conditions  of  the  agreement.    QHfford  v.  Fox. . .     30 

8.  :    Consideration.     While  parol  testimony  may  not  be 

received  to  vary  or  contradict  the  terms  of  a  promissory 
note,  yet  the  considerations  for  which  it  was  given  may  be 
established  by  parol  testimony.     Idem. 

9.  Parties:  Intervention  by  Indorser:  Insolvency:  Action 
Against  Indorses.  An  indorsee  of  notes  secured  by  mort- 
gage who  has  begun  a  suit  for  foreclosure  upon  them  with- 
out making  the  Indorser  a  party  and  who,  while  the  suit  is 
pending,  transfers  the  notes  to  another  party  as  collateral 
security,  at  the  same  time  undertaking  to  complete  the  fore- 
closure, and  who  procures  the  dismissal  of  an  Intervention 
by  the  first  Indorser,  In  doing  which  he  sets  up  the  latter 'g 
Insolvency,  can  not  complain,  in  absence  of  any  effort  or 
request  on  his  part  for  proceedings  against  his  Indorser, 
that  the  holder  of  the  collateral  brought  none.     Stoddart 

v.  American  Nat.  Bank  of  Omaha 779 

10.  Possession  as  Evidence  of  Ownership.  Possession  of  a 
promissory  note  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  its  ownership. 
Michigan  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  V.  Ktatt._ 872 

11.  Stipulation  Waiving  Damages:  Consideration.  If  a  note 
which  Is  given  in  settlement  of  a  past  due  indebtedness,  and 


922  INDEX. 

BILLS  AND  NOTES— Concluded. 

which  extends  the  time  of  payment,  contains  a  stipulation 
releasing  and  discharging  all  claims  for  damages  arising 
out  of  the  transaction  in  which  the  indebtedness  was  in- 
curred, the  stipulation  rests  upon  a  sufficient  consideration 
and  will  be  upheld.    Deering  A  Co.  v.  Walter 381 

BONA  FIDE  PURCHASES.    See  Bills  and  Notes,  1.    Evidence, 

1.     Fraudulent  Conveyances,  4.    Mortgages,  2. 
BONA  FIDES.    See  Banks  and  Banking,  8.    Bills  and  Notes,  4. 
Broker,  2.     Executors  and  Administrators,  3.     Fraud. 
Fraudulent  Conveyances,  2.     Schools  and  School  Dis- 
tricts, 3. 
BONDS.      See  Counties,   S3.     Executors   and   Administrators,   2. 
Injunction,   1.     Principal  and  Surety.     Replevin,   1-6. 
Sheriffs  and  Constables,  1-3. 
Replevin:    Appeal:   Effect  of  One  on  the  Other.    A  replevin 
undertaking  Is  not  discharged  by  the  giving  of  a  subsequent 
appeal  bond  in  the  same  action;   nor  can  the  surety  In  the 
replevin   undertaking   Insist   that   the  appeal   bond  be   Brat 

sued  upon,    Campbell  v.  Laue 13 

BROKEB. 

1.  Commission:  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  found  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  verdict  for  plaintiff.    Buck  v.  Hogeboom ....  853 

2.  Interest  in  Contract:  Bona  Fides:  Instructions.  Where 
evidence  tended  to  show  an  interest  in  the  contract  of  pur- 
chase on  the  part  of  real  estate  broker,  Instruction  that  he 
must,  to  entitle  him  to  commissions,  act  In  good  faith  and  In 
the  interest  of  his  employer,  held,  not  erroneous.    Idem. 

3.  Right  of  Owner  to  Sell:  Commission:  Instructions. 
Where  party  claims  compensation  as  real  estate  broker  for 
procuring  a  purchaser  of  lands  and  no  exclusive  right  of  sale 
was  claimed,  an  Instruction  to  the  effect  that  the  seller  had 
a  right  to  trade  his  own  property,  and  that  If  the  broker 
was  not  Instrumental  In  bringing  about  the  making  of  a 
contract,  he  could  recover  no  commission  on  It,  held  proper. 
Idem. 

BUILDIN0  AND  LOAN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  People's  Building,  Loan  d  Savings  Association  v.  Hackus, 
post,  page  463,  followed  In  a  case  of  the  same  nature.  Peo- 
ple's Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Ass'n  v.  Palmer 460 

2.  Accounting:  Value  of  Stock.  In  an  accounting  between 
a  foreign  building  and  loan  association  and  a  member  to 
whom  a  loan  has  been  made,  if  credit  Is  given  the  member 
for  the  amount  paid  upon  the  stock.  It  must  be  on  the  theory 
that  such  amount  represents  the  value  thereof,  be  having 
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elected  to  apply  it  on  the  debt.  Hence,  where  such  sum  la 
credited  to  the  borrower,  no  further  deduction  should  be 
made  for  value  of  the  stock.  Mercantile  Cooperative  Bank 
V.  Schaaf 703 

3.  Application  of  Dividends  to  Loan.  Any  dividends  declared 
or  earned  on  the  stock  will  inure  to  the  borrower's  credit, 
and  this  may  be  credited  on  the  mortgage.  McDowell  v. 
Pioneer  Savings  d  Loan  Oo 24 

4.  Application  of  Expenses  to  Loan.  Payments  made  on  ac- 
count of  operating  expenses  and  fines  paid  belong  to  the 
company  and  should  not  be  credited  on  the  mortgage.    Idem. 

6.  Application  of  Payments  to  Loan:  Whir.  Payments  made 
on  the  stock  are  not  to  be  applied  as  payments  on  the 
loan  until  the  borrower  has  elected  to  have  them  so  ap- 
plied, and  credit  fpr  the  value  of  the  stock  should  be 
given  at  the  time  of  snch  election,  and  not  as  of  the  date 
when  the  payments  were  made.    Idem. 

6.  Application  of  Premium  and  Interest  to  Loan.  Payments 
made  for  premium  and  interest,  if  not  usurious,  are  not  to 
be  credited  on  the  principal  of  the  mortgage  debt    Idem. 

7.  Application  of  Stock  Value  to  Loan.  In  an  accounting  be- 
tween a  foreign  building  and  loan  association  and  one  of 
Its  members,  when  there  exists  a  stock  purchase  and  a  Ipan, 
the  transaction  Is.  to  be  treated  as  a  loan  and  the  borrower 
has  the  right  to  have  the  value  of  his  stock  applied  to  reduce 
tbe  Indebtedness  of  the  mortgage,  if  he  ho  chooses.    Idem. 

8.  Stock  Surrender  for  Loan:  Payment  of  Dues:  Effect. 
When  a  member  of  a  so-called  mutual  loan  association,  not 
Incorporated  under  the  laws  of  this  state,  borrows  money 
of  the  society  at  an  agreed  rate  of  interest  and  surrenders  to 
the  society  his  shares  of  stock  therein,  and  stipulates  to  con- 
tinue the  payment  of  monthly  dues  upon  such  shares,  such 
stipulation  is  without  consideration  and  Is  void,  and  the 
borrower's  obligations  to  the  association  are  discharged  by 
the  repayment  of  the  loan  with  Interest  at  the  agreed  rate. 
Eear  v.  Eastern  Building  d  Loan  Ass'n 895 

9.  Stock  Value:  Evitienob.  The  stock  is  to  be  taken  as  worth 
the  amount  that  has  been  paid  on  it,  in  absence  of  evidence 
as  to  its  actual  value.  McDowell  v.  Pioneer  Savings  d 
Loan  Co. ** 

10.  Usury:  Evidence.  People**  Building.  Loan  d  Saving*  As- 
sociation v.  Backus,  ante,  page  463,  followed  In  a  case  of  the 
same  nature.  People's  Buih'ing.  Loan  d  Savings  Ass'n  v. 
Oarricker *65 
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11.  :     Mortgage  Foreclosure.     People's   Building,   loan 

&  Savingt  Association  v.  Palmer,  ante,  page  460,  followed  in 
a  case  of  the  same  nature.  People's  Building,  Loan  A  Sav- 
ings Aas'n  v.   Wetton 462 

BURDEN  OP  PBOOF.  See  Contracts,  4.  Principal  and  Agent.  14. 

CANCELLATION.    See  Mortgages,  TO. 

CAKLISLE  TABLE.     See  Damages,  1. 

CAVEAT  EMPTOR.    See  Taxation,  1. 

CHALLENGE.    See  Trial,  3. 

CHATTEL  MORTGAGES.     See  Landlord  and  Tenant,  1.    Tax- 
ation, IS,  14. 

1.  Foreclosure.  Issues  examined,  and  found  to  be  similar  In 
all  respects  with  the  Issues  determined  by  this  court  In  the 
case  of  Meeker  v.  Waldron,  62  Neb.,  6B9.  87  N.  W.  Rep.,  539, 
which  case  Is  approved  and  followed.    Meeker  v.  Waldron. .  867 

2.  :    Injunction:    Execution  by  Other  Creditors:    Lis 

Pendens.  The  pendency  of  an  action  for  the  foreclosure  of 
an  alleged  chattel  mortgage  In  which  a  temporary  Injunc- 
tion has  been  granted  restraining  the  defendant  from  sell- 
ing, consuming  or  disposing  of  the  property  In  controversy 
during  the  pendency  of  the  action,  does  not  withdraw  the 
property  from  pursuit,  by  general  creditors,  of  the  alleged 
mortgagor  in  another  court  by  means  of  the  ordinary  pro- 
cedure of  a  suit  at  law,  Judgment  and  execution.  In  such 
case  the  property  Is  not  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  but  the 
principles  applicable  are  those  pertaining  to  the  doctrine 

of  lit  pendens.     Ryan  v.  Donley 6 

3.  Notice.  The  fact  that  a  chattel  mortgage  was  withheld  from 
record  from  January  17  to  March  12,  following,  with  Intent 
to  avoid  injury  to  mortgagor's  credit,  does  not  render  it 
fraudulent  as  against  one  whose  first  dealing  with  mort- 
gagor was  on  April  8,  afterwards,  and  who  does  not  appear 
to  have  examined  the  chattel  mortgage  records  during  the 
transaction h.    News  Publishing  Co.  v.  Tyndale 266 

4.  :     Possession:     Rioiits  op   Purchaser.     Where   the 

mortgagee  of  chattels  la  not  in  possession  and  his  mortgage 
Is  not  on  file  at  the  date  of  the  levy,  a  purchaser  at  execu- 
tion sale  under  a  Judgment  against  the  mortgagor  will  take 
free  of  the  mortgage  though  he  bad  notice  thereof  prior  to 
the  sale.     Johns  v.  Kamarad   167 

CHECKS.    See  Banks  and  Bankino,  1,  3. 

COLLATERAL  ATTACK.    See  Judgment,  2,  12. 


COJoriflSION.    See  Broker,  1,  3. 

COMMISSIONERS.    See  Officers,  3. 

OOMFSOMISB  AND  SETTLEMENT.    See  Receives,  L 

COMPUTATION.    Soe  Limitation  of  Actions,  2.    Taxation,  6. 


CONSTITUTION.     See  Railroads,  3. 

00  J)  T1U  U  ANCE.    See  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

CONTRACTS.  See  I  si-oxidating  Liquors,  3.  Mabtkb  and  Servant. 
Plbadino,  4.  Vendor  and  Puuchaser,  1,  S. 
1.  Breach:  Agistment:  Measubk  op  Damages.  Ill  an  action 
brought  by  plaintiff  to  recover  damages  for  a  breach  of  con- 
tract, whereby  he  was  to  receive  as  compensation  for  caring 
for  a  flock  of  sheep,  one-half  of  the  increase  and  one-half  of 
the  wool  clip,  held,  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  for 
such  profits  or  advantages,  the  direct  and  Immediate  fruits 
of  his  contract  as  were  lost  by  such  breach  of  contract  on 

the  part  of  the  defendant.     Schrandt  v.  Young 646 

2. :   Evidence  Sufficient.    Evidence  examined,  and  fteW 

sufficient  to  sustain  the  findings  of  the  trial  court.    Rosso  v. 
Milwaukee  Harvester  Co 213 

3.  :  Fraud:  Negligence  of  Pabtt  Shining.  In  an  ac- 
tion upon  a  contract,  where  the  defense  is  that  fraud  was 
employed  in  securing  the  signature  of  one  of  the  parties, 
the  doctrine  that  the  carelessness  or  negligence  of  the  party 
in  the  signing  of  the  contract  estops  him  from  disputing  its 
contents  Is  not  applicable.    Spelts  it  Klosterman  v.  Ward..  177 

4. :  Illiterate  Party:  Burden  of  PROOF  OF  Knowl- 
edge. Where  one  Is  dealing  with  an  unlettered  man,  who 
can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  makes  his  mark  to  the  in- 
strument he  executes,  and  there  Is  testimony  tending  to 
show  that  he  did  not  understand  the  contents  of  such  paper, 
or  that  his  signature  was  obtained  by  fraud,  it  Is  incumbent 
on  the  former  to  show  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence 
that  the  latter  fully  understood  the  object  and  Import  of  the 
writing  which  he  executed.     Idem. 

6.  Construction.  Certain  written  agreements  examined  end 
construed  to  mean  that  when  J.  H.  M.,  Jr.,  and  F.  E.  M. 
made  certain  payments  upon  a  note  of  tl,S93.40  and  re- 
duced it  to  $1,050  they  should  be  released  from  further  lia- 
bility upon  the  note.    Mockett  v.  Boston  Improvement  Co..  500 
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by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  directors  duly  assembled  at 
a  regular  or  called  meeting  of  which  due  notice  must  have 
first  been  given.  A  resolution  of  that  kind  adopted  at  a 
called  meeting  of  which  the  proper  notice  had  not  been 
given,  and  at  which  only  one  director  was  actually  present 
who  voted  for  himself  and  for  another  absent  director  by 
proxy,  Is  not  the  act  of  the  corporation  and  is  void,    first 

Nat.  Bank  of  Omaha  v.  East  Omaha  Box  Co 820 

6. :    In  Fraud  of  Creditors:    Evidence  Sofficient.    The 

fact  that  a  corporation,  which  Is  being  pressed  by  its  cred- 
itors for  the  payment  of  their  claims,  makes  a  trust  agree- 
ment and  deed,  whereby  it  conveys  practically  all  of  Its 
property  to  trustees  to  secure  debts  due,  to  the  amount  of 
about  12.500  and  additional  credit  up  to  $10,000,  that  its 
property  so  conveyed  Is  worth  many  times  that  amount, 
and  that  such  conveyance  did  in  fact  hinder  and  delay  Its 
other  creditors  and  prevent  them  from  collecting  their  Just 
claims  against  ft,  taken  together  with  conflicting  evidence 
on  the  question  of  the  Intention  of  the  parties  to  the  trans- 
action and  all  the  other  facts  and  circumstances  surround- 
ing It,  1b  sufficient  to  sustain  the  finding  of  the  trial  court 
that  the  act  was  fraudulent  and  void  as  to  such  creditors. 
Idem. 
m  6. :  Uhlawtul:  Rattficatioit:  Cbeditobs.  The  con- 
veyance of  the  officers  of  a  corporation  based  upon  a  void 
resolution  Is  void;  but  It  may  be  ratified  by  the  directors  ■ 
or  stockholders  by  proper  corporate  action  for  that  purpose, 
and  also  by  a  continued  acquiescence  therein  on  the  part  of 
the  stockholders  with  full  knowledge  of  all  of  the  facts,  but 
such  ratification  can  not  make  the  transaction  valid  as  to 
third  persons,  creditors,  where  the  same  unlawfully  hinders 
and  delays  them  In  the  collection  of  their  Just  claims 
against  the  corporation.     Idem. 

COSTS.    See  Appkal  and  Error.  10, 17. 

Discretion  of  Trial  Court  In  Awarding.  In  other  actions  than 
those  in  which  costs  follow  of  course,  the  discretion  of  the 
trial  court  In  awarding  costs  will  not  be  Interfered  with, 
except  where  facts  regularly  brought  before  this  court  show 
abuse  of  such  discretion.    Porter  v.  Trompen 76 

COUNTIES.    See  Highways,  1,  2.    Mandamus,  1. 

1.  Assessments :  CertJf vino  :  Mista  ee  :  Liability.  :  Statutes. 
A  county  Is  not  liable,  under  section  131,  article  1,  chapter 
77,  Compiled  Statutes,  for  a  mistake  of  a  city  officer  in  cer- 
tifying city  assessments  to  the  county  treasurer.  Concordia 
Loan  4  Trust  Co.  v.  Douglas  County im 
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2.  Bonds:  Authority  to  Ibstte:  Estoppel  as  SuppLYma  Au- 
thority. Whore  bonds  of  a  county  are  Issued  without  any 
authority,  the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the 
county  toward  bonds  so  issued  can  not  create  an  estoppel 
which  will  supply  this  want  of  original  authority.  Wash- 
ington County  v.  David 649 

8. :    Ibbuance:    Long  Acquiescence:    Construction.    A 

grant  of  power  to  a  county  to  issue  bonds  in  aid  of  Internal 
Improvements,  if  seasonably  challenged,  should  be  strictly 
construed;  but  after  a  long  acquiescence  In  the  exercise  of 
the  power,  and  after  the  consideration  has  fully  passed  and 
bonds  are  issued  under  an  apparent  authority  which  have 
passed  into  the  hands  of  purchasers  for  value,  a  more  lib- 
eral rule  of  construction  In  favor  of  the  existence  of  the 
power  should  be  applied.    Idem. 

4.  Kevlew  of  Claim:  Notice  of  Appeal:  Statutes.  Whsre 
a  claim  has  been  disallowed  by  the  county  commissioners 
and  a  notice  of  appeal  given  to  the  county  clerk  within  the 
time  limited  by  statute,  an  indorsement  upon  such  notice 
as  follows:  "I  hereby  accept  service  of  the  within  notice," 
is  sufficient  proof  that  the  service  of  the  notice  has  been 

made.     Greeley  County  v.  Gebnardt 661 

COUNTY  CLERKS.    See  Opficxbs,  1. 
DOUBTS.    See  New  Tsial. 

J.  District:  Enfobmno  Decree.  The  district  court  has  power 
to  make  any  orders  necessary  to  enforce  its  decrees,  even 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  term  at  which  they  are  ren- 
dered.    Jones  v.  filler    582 

Z. :    :    Presumptions.     The  presumption  Is  that 

such  orders  are  regular  and  made  upon  proper  notice.  One 
who  objects  to  them,  for  want  of  notice,  where  the  record 
does  not  show  such  fact  affirmatively,  must  sustain  his  ob- 
jection by  some  proof  in  order  to  overcome  such  presump- 
tion.   Idem. 

t.  Journal  Entry:  Change  in:  Validity.  Every  change  made 
by  the  clerk  in  a  Journal  entry,  previously  approved  by  the 
court,  is  Told  unless  made  in  pursuance  of  section  604  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.    Fisk  v.  Osgood 100 

4.  Judicial  Notice  of  Other  Courts.     Reed  V.  Burg 117 

6.  Jurisdiction:  Presumption  in  Absence  op  Apfiruattve 
Showing.  In  the  absence  of  an  affirmative  showing  In  the 
record  a  court  of  general  Jurisdiction  will  be  conclusively 
presumed  to  have  Jurisdiction  of  the  parties  to  the  action. 

ttehawka  Bank  v.  IngersoU  817 

63 
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6.  Nunc  Pro  Tunc  Order:  Authority  to  Grant.  The  au- 
thority of  courts  both  of  law  and  equity  to  enter  judgment 
or  decree  nunc  pro  tunc,  is  an  Inhereut  power.  Van  Etten 
v.  Test,  49  Neb.,  72E.  followed.     Fisk  V.  Osgood 100 

COVENANTS.     See  Landlord  ANn  Tenant,  1,  7. 

CREDITORS'  SUIT. 

1.  Corporations:  Insolvency:  Subscriptions  Unpaid:  Parties. 
When  a  bill  in  equity  Is  filed  by  the  creditors  of  an  Insolvent 
corporation  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  the  unpaid  sub- 
scriptions to  the  capital  stock  of  such  corporation  to  the 
payment  of  the  corporate  debts.  It  la  necessary  that  each 
one  of  the  delinquent  subscribers  to  such  capital  stock  be 
made  a  party  defendant;  and  unless  all  are  made  parties 
defendant,  or  some  good  and  sufficient  reason  appears  upon 
the  face  of  the  petition,  such  as  death.  Insolvency,  or  ina- 
bility to  reach  with  the  process  of  the  court  the  delinquent 
subscribers  not  Joined  as  defendants,  the  petition  Is  bad  be- 
cause of  a  non-Joinder  of  parties  defendant.  Fremont  Pack- 
age Mfg.  Co.  v.  Storey 32S 

2.  Evidence:  Insufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and  Held  not 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  Judgment,    Westervelt  v.  Filter 731 

3.  :  Sufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and  Aeld  to  war- 
rant the  decree  entered.     Doering  v.  Kokout 436,  43S 

4.  Execution  Returned  Nulla  Bona.  The  return  of  a  sheriff 
upon  an  execution  nulla  bona,  which  has 'not  been  success- 
fully Impeached  In  a  direct  proceeding,  Is  a  sufficient  basis 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  creditor's  bill,  and  the  defendant 
can  not  In  such  suit  question  the  truth  of  the  return  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  plaintiff  has  not  exhausted 
his  legal  remedies.     Co/field  v.  Parmenter 42 

CROPS.    See  Landlord  and  Tenant,  1. 

Levy  and  Sale  of.    Growing  crops  are  subject  to  levy  and  sale 

Irrespective  of  their  stage  of  growth.    Johns  v.  Kamarad 157 

CROSS-EXAMINATION.    See  Trial,  4,  5. 
flUSTOWS  AND  USAGES.    See  Landlord  and  Tbnant,  6. 
DAMAGES.    See  Appeal  and  Ebkoe,  64,  98.    Bills  and  Notts,  12. 
Contracts,   1,   6.     Conversion.     Eminent  Domain,  1,  2. 
Fixes,  2.    Injunction,  1,  2.    Landlord  and  Tenant,  4,  9.  12. 
Officers,  5.     Railroads,  1.     Replevin,  2,  5,  10.     Vendob 
and  Purchases,  1. 
1.  Carlisle  Table  aa  Evidence.    A  table  showing  the  expectancy 
of  life  in  healthy  persons  of  different  ages,  printed  In  a 
law  book  of  general  acceptance  and  authority  in  courts  of 
this  state,  as  the  Carlisle  table  of  expectancy.  Is  admissible 
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in  evidence  fn  cases  where  such  evidence  la  applicable. 
Cellars  v.  Foster,  27  Neb.,  118,  followed.  Chicago,  R.  I.  <& 
P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hambel 6M 

2.  Death,  Action  for:  Valve  of  Estate.  In  an  action  to  re- 
cover damages  for  the  death  of  a  person  It  Is  incompetent 
for  the  defendant  to  show  what  the  value  of  the  estate  of 
the  deceased  was.    Idem. 

3.  Deceit:  Evidence  Insufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and 
held  not  to  sustain  a  finding  of  damages  against  defendant, 
Emma  L.  Van  Etten,  for  deceit  and  ml  a  representation. 
Van  Btten  v.   b'lannagan    68 

4.  Instructions  as  to  Measure  of.  The  court  is  not  required 
to  cover  the  rule  as  to  the  measure  of  damages  In  any  one 
particular  paragraph  of  Its  Instructions.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient if  the  instructions  aa  a  whole  correctly  state  the  rule. 
Rath  v.  Rath   600 

E.  Personal  Injuries:  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  ex- 
amined, and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  the  verdict  City  of 
Crete  v.  Hendricki  847 

6.  :    Exhibiting  Injubed  Mewses  to  Just:    Municipal 

Corporations.  In  an  action  for  personal  Injuries  it  is 
not  error  to  permit  the  plaintiff  to  exhibit  the  Injured  mem- 
ber to  the  Jury  after  the  introduction  of  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  It  was  permanently  injured  as  and  in  the  man- 
ner alleged  In  the  petition,  and  that  its  condition  at  the 
time  exhibited  was  wholly  due  to  such  Injury.    Idem. 

7.  Petition  Supported  by  Evidence.  Allegations  of  the  no- 
tion held  to  be  supported  by  the  evidence.     City  of  Omaha 

v.  Doty  .* 726 

DECLARATIONS.     See  Wills,  4,  6. 

DEEDS.    See  Estoppel,  2.    Quoting  Title,  1-4. 

DEFAULT.    See  Judgment,  11. 

DEPOSITARIES.     See  Banks  and  Banking,  S. 

DEPOSITIONS. 

Objections — Whan  to  Be  Made.  Objections  to  depositions 
Other  than  for  Incompetency  or  irrelevancy  must  be  pre- 
sented to  the  court  before  the  commencement  of.  the  trial. 
Wuodard  v.  Cutter 84 

DESCENT  AND  DTSTBXBUTION. 

1.  Advancements  to  Heir:  Effect  in  Attachment  Aoathst 
Estate.  Where,  pending  the  settlement  of  a  decedent's 
estate,  advancements  have  been  made  in  good  faith  to  an 
heir  by  the  administrator  with  the  assent  of  the  coheirs. 
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which  were  accepted  by  the  recipient  as  in  foil  of  his  share 
and  as  entitling  the  other  heirs  to  his  proportion  of  the  re- 
maining estate,  the  heir  who  has  under  such  arrangement 
received  hts  full  share  of  the  estate,  has  not  thereafter  an 
attachable  Interest  in  real  property  of  the  deceased.  Se- 
curity  Investment   Co.   V.   Lottridya 4SB 

2.  Title  Vests  Subject  to  Bight  of  Administrator.  Real  estate 
other  than  the  homestead  of  an  Intestate  decedent,  descends 
to  his  heirs  and  the  title  Tests  Immediately  In  them  subject 
to  the  administrator's  right  of  possession  and  to  Its  applica- 
tion in  payment  of  decedent's  debts.    Idem. 

DESCRIPTION.     See  Executors  and  Aominihtbatobb,  4.     Mom- 

1'IPAL  CORPORATIONS,   3.      TAXATION,   4,  6. 

DIRECTING  VERDICT.    See  Replevin,  10. 

DISCRETION.    See  Appeal  and  Error,  18,  63.  -Costs.    Mandamus, 

*.     RECEIVES,  1.     'Dual,  10.     WITNESSES,  2, 
DISMISSAL  AND  NONSUIT.    See  Pleai>ino,  6. 

1.  Rein  statement:  Evidence.  The  denial  by  a  district  court 
of  a  motion  to  reinstate  an  action,  voluntarily  dismissed  at 
the  same  term  at  which  the  motion  Is  made,  will  not  be  re- 
versed In  the  absence  of  evidence  that  the  party  making 
the  application  was  laboring  under  some  mistake  or  mis- 
apprehension of  fact  at  the  time  of  the  dismissal.     Tighe 

».  Winger 166 

2. :    In  Equity.     A  suit  In  equity  may  be  maintained 

for  the  purpose  of  reinstating  a  case  erroneously  dis- 
missed, when  there  is  no  adequate  legal  remedy  therefor. 

Edney  v.  Bourn    t ITS 

DIVORCE. 

1.  Alimony:  Cucuustances  Affecttno  Amount.  In  awarding 
alimony,  the  court  should  consider  the  condition,  situation 
and  standing  of  the  parties,  financially  and  otherwise,  the 
duration  of  their  marriage,  the  amount  and  value  of  the 
husband's  estate,  the  source  from  which  It  came,  and  how 
far.  If  at  all,  the  wife  contributed  thereto.  Zimmerman  v. 
Zimmerman,  69  Neb.,  80.    McKee  v.  McEee 822 

2.  :  Rule  Governing  Amount:  Statutes.  While  there 
Is  no  fixed  rule  for  determining  the  amount  of  alimony  to 
be  awarded  under  section  22,  chapter  26,  Complied  Statutes, 
such  award  should  bear  a  reasonable  relation  to  the  hus- 
band's ability  to  pay,  as  disclosed  by  the  evidence.    Idem. 

8.  Grounds:    Evidence  Sufficient.     Evidence  examined,  and 
held  sufficient  to  sustain  a  decree  of  divorce  on  the  ground 
i  cruelty.    Idem. 


DBAETB.    See  Barks  and  Banking,  4-6. 

DTJBESS,    See  Evidence,  3.  ' 

EJECTMENT. 

1.  Instructions.  Instructions  examined,  and  field  properly 
given.    McCarthy  v.  Birmingham 124 

2.  Title  from  Common  Source:  Evidence.  Where  title  1b  de- 
rived from  a  common  source,  plaintiff  In  an  action  of  eject' 
ment  need  only  show  title  from  this  common  source  to  enable 
him  to  recover  on  the  strength  of  hla  own  title.    Idem. 

ELECTION.     See  Trial,  6,  7. 
EMINENT  DOMAIN. 

1.  Highways:  Appraisal  op  Damages  by  Brume  Committee: 
Statutes.  A  landowner  filed  a  claim  for  damages  for  land 
proposed  to  be  taken  for  a  public  highway.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing hla  damages  appraised  by  threa  disinterested  electors 
appointed  by  the  clerk,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
bridge  committee  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  this  com- 
mittee awarded  him  $75.  Held,  That  in  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  tne  statute  should  be  strictly  fol- 
lowed, and  that  the  appraisement  of  damages  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  board  which  was  to  settle  and  determine  (he 
amount  to  be  allowed  was  such  a  departure  from  the  method 
of  ascertaining  the  plaintiffs  damage  as  to  invalidate  the 
proceeding.    Nelson  v.  Harlan  County G37 

2.  Railroads:  Damages:  Occupation:  I. imitation  of  Actions: 
Easement:  Adverse  Possession.  In  1887  a  railroad  com- 
pany Instituted  proceedings  to  condemn  two  lots  for  rail- 
road purposes.  The  appraisers  appointed  by  the  county 
Judge  found  the  value  of  the  tots  to  be  12,700  and  assessed 
the  damage  of  the  owner  at  that  sum.  The  company  paid 
the  money  Into  court,  hut  took  an  appeal  to  'the  district 
court,  where,  before  the  trial,  it  offered  to  allow  Judgment 
to  be  taken  for  11,266,  which  the  owner  refused  to  accept 
On  the  trial  the  owner  was  awarded  $1,250,  and  Judgment 
for  the  costs  accruing  after  the  offer  was  assessed  against 
him.  Thereafter,  at  the  request  of  the  railroad  company, 
the  owner  conveyed  the  lots  by  warranty  deed  to  O.  W. 
Holdrege,  trustee,  the  deed  reciting  that  it  was  made  to 
satisfy  condemnation  proceedings  in  the  district  court 
The  deed  bears  date  of  December  16,  1887.  The  lots  re- 
mained vacant  and  unoccupied  until  May,  1899,  when  the 
former  owner  erected  a  building  on  the  lots  for  use  as  a 
real  estate  office,  and  thereupon  the  railroad  company  en- 
closed the  lots  with  a  high  fence,  first  moving  thereon  a 
building  In  which  it  kept  lamps  and  oil,  and  which  certain 
of  It*  employees  occupied.    The  gate  In  the  fence  was  kept 
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locked  and  the  former  owner  denied  access  to  the  building 
erected  by  blm  and  he  brought  an  action  to  restrain  the 
company  Crom  Interfering  with  his  possession  and  use  of 
the  lota,  claiming  that  the  company  bad  acquired  only  an 
easement  In  the  lota  and  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  possea- 
fllon  and  use  of  the  same  in  any  manner  that  was  not  In- 
consistent with  the  easement  of  the  company.  Held,  That 
his  deed  gave  the  company  a  foc-almple  title  to  the  lota,  and 
that  It  was  entitled  to  the  exclusive  possession  thereof  the 
same  as  any  other  owner  of  a  fee  title.  The  plaintiff  also 
claimed  that  by  Its  failure  to  occupy  or  use  the  lots  for  more 
than  ten  years  the-  defendant  had  abandoned  all  right  or 
title  thereto.  Held.  That,  conceding  that  the  plaintiff's 
deed  should  be  construed  to  convey  only  an  easement  in 
the  lots,  still,  as  the  easement  was  conveyed  by  deed,  It 
could  only  be  extinguished  by  adverse  possession  for  the 
same  length  of  time  that  Is  required  to  extinguish  the  title 
of  the  owner  of  the  fee.    Struve  v.  Republican  V.  R.  Co 686 

EOT/IT'S".  See  Appeal  and  Ehros,  19,  20.  Contracts,  7,  11.  Coa- 
porations,  2.  Evidence,  16.  Executors  and  Adminib- 
tbatobs,  1.    judgment,  s.    mortgages,  43. 

1.  Action  In:  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and 
held  sufficient  to  sustain  the  Judgment  of  the  district  court. 
Phtmix  Itu.  Co.  v.  Boehl 271 

2.  Adequate  Remedy  at  Law:  Definition.  The  term  "ade- 
quate remedy  at  law"  means  that  the  remedy  at  law.  must 
be  plain  and  complete  and  as  practical  and  efficient  to  the 
ends  of  Justice  and  its  prompt  administration  as  the  remedy 

m  equity.    Carter  v.  Warner 688 

ESTOPPEL,  See  Appeal  and  Error,  22,  66.  Counties,  2.  Pbix- 
cipal  and  Ade:.t,  9. 

1.  Pleading.  When  an  estoppel  Is  relied  on  It  must  be  pleaded. 
Cnrnahan  v.  Brewster JtfiS 

2.  Recital  in  Deed:  Grantee  Assttutno  Illegal  Taxes: 
Evidence.  The  covenants  In  a  deed  against  Incumbrances 
excepting  all  taxes  and  assessments  and  concluding  with 
"which  grantee  assumes  and  agrees  to  pay,"  fn  the  absence  of 
any  evidence  that  anything  on  that  account  was  deducted 
from  the  purchase  price,  will  not  estop  the  grantee  from 
defending  against  the  payment  of  Illegal  and  void  assess- 
ments. Evidence  of  admissions  examined,  and  held  not  to 
create  an  estoppel.     Orr  v.  City  of  Omaha 711 

BVlOIMsT.    8m  Laxdlqbd  and  Tenant,  2-4. 
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General.  See  Appeal  and  Error,  3,  3,  33-39,  50,  59,  75,  10S. 
Basks  and  Banking,  8.  Bills  Ann  Notes,  2,  3,  7,  8.  Build- 
ins  and  Loan  Associations,  9,  10.  Contracts,  8,  13,  14,  17. 
Damages,  1,  7.  Dismissal  and  Nonsuit,  1.  Ejectment,  2. 
Estoppel,  2.  Exceptions,  Billot,  1,  4.  Insurance,  4.  Judg- 
ment, 5.  Judicial  Sales,  IS.  Mortgages,  1G,  44,  68.  Pabt- 
nebship.  Replevin,  6.  Taxation,  2,  7.  Wills,  6.  Wit- 
nesses, 1. 

Insufficient.  See  Contracts,  18.  Creditors'  Suit,  2.  Dam- 
ages, 3.  Homestead,  1,  5.  Mobtsaoeb,  4,  54.  Principal  and 
Agent,  6, 10, 11. 

Sufficient.  See  Bastardy,  1,  2.  Bills  and  Notes,  2,  3.  Broker, 
1.  Contracts,  t,  6,  IB.  Conversion.  Corporations,  5. 
Creditors'  Suit,  2.  Damages,  5.  Divorce,  3.  Equity,  1, 
Fraudulent  Conveyances,  1.  Landlord  and  Tenant,  6,  9. 
Libel  and.  Slander,  1.  Mortgages,  B,  15,  4B,  46.  69.  Munic- 
ipal Corporations,  6.  Principal  and  AgeKt,  3,  5.  Rail- 
roads, 1.  Replevin,  7.  Schools  and  School  Districts,  3. 
Taxation,  8.    Vendor  and  Purchases,  2. 

1.  Consideration:  Bona  Fide  Purchaser.  Evidence  examined 
and  held  to  sustain  a  consideration  for  the  notes  and  mort- 
gage and  that  plaintiff  was  an  innocent  purchaser  for  value 
before  maturity.    Loan  &  Trust  Savings  Bank  v.  Stoddard,  486 

2.  Fraud  Appearing-  First  in  Defendant's  Evidence.  Where 
plaintiff's  evidence  fails  to  show  a  prima  facie  esse,  but  de- 
fendant goes  on  without  objection  and  supplies  facts  which 
In  connection  with  that  evidence,  If  taken  as  true,  would 
make  out  a  case  for  plaintiff,  it  Is  not  error  to  permit  plain- 
tiff to  rebut  a  showing  as  to  fraud  which  appears  for  the 
first  time  in  defendant's  evidence.    Crockett  v.  Miller 292 

3.  Handwriting:  Samples  Obtained  by  Duress  or  Fbaud: 
Proof.  If  writings  offered  as  evidence  of  handwriting  are 
admitted  by  a  party  to  be  his,  but  he  claims  that  their  form 
Is  the  result  of  duress  or  fraud,  the  proper  course  Is  to  show 
such  fact  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  their  weight.    Bchmuck 

V.  Hill   79 

4.  Identity  and  Execution  of  Instrument:  Signatures.  Tes- 
timony of  a  subscribing  witness  to  an  instrument  that  he 
recognizes  his  signature  thereto  and  is  acquainted  with  the 
parties,  and,  from  that  and  his  uniform  practice  not  to 
witness  any  paper  unless  actually  executed  before  him,  he 
is  satisfied  and  will  testify  that  it  was  so  executed,  there 
being  no  showing  to  the  contrary,  Is  sufficient  evidence  of 

Its  execution.    Cheat  on  v.  Wilson  «7< 

5.  Instructions:  Insufficiency  of  Proof.  When  the  evidence 
which  baa  been  offered  is  not  sufficient  in  law  to  make  out 


936  INDEX. 

EVIDENCE — Continued. 

the  case  of  the  party  who  has  ottered  It,  It  Is  the  duty  of  the 
court  to  so  Instruct  the  jury.  Biait  v.  Brooks,  17  Neb.,  33, 
followed.    Hill  v.  Pitt  161 

6.  Instruments:  Signatures.  An  acknowledged  Instrument, 
of  a  kind  permitted  to  be  acknowledged  and  recorded,  is  ad- 
missible In  proof  without  evidence  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
signatures.    Brown  v.  OolUnt  M* 

7.  Judicial  Notice  of  Lews  of  Other  States:  Pkebumptjoks. 
This  court  will  not  take  judicial  notice  of  the  laws  of  other 
states,  but.  In  the  absence  of  pleading;  and  proof  as  to  such 
laws,  will  presume  them  to  be  the  same  as  our  own.  Peo- 
ple's Untitling,  Loon  A  Savings  A**1*  V.  Backus 463 

8.  Land:  Values:  Authorized  Bid.  In  proving  the  value  of 
land  at  a  particular  time  it  Is  not  competent  to  show  what 
a  witness  says  he  was  authorized  to  bid  for  the  land  at  that 
time;  and  the  fact  that  he  claims  to  have  been  authorized 
to  bid  for  a  party  financially  responsible  would  not  change 
the  rule,    first  Nat.  Bank  of  Harvard  v.  Hockett Biz 

9.  Memoranda,  Testimony  from:  Weights  or  Corn.  A  motion 
to  strike  out  all  of  a  witness'  evidence  as  to  number  of 
bushels  of  corn  furnished  by  one  party  to  the  other,  where 
the  witness  was  present  at  Its  delivery,  saw  the  loads,  and 
testified  as  to  the  quality  and  character  of  the  crop  on  the 
land,  not  erroneously  overruled,  though  the  witness  had, 
without  objection,  testified  aa  to  weights  from  memoranda) 
which  subsequently  appeared  to  have  been  taken  from 
scale  tickets,  and  witness  was  not  present  at  the  weighing. 
Oarriton  v.  Murphy 6M 

10.  Preponderance:  Rule  Not  Charged  Uhdeb  CntTj.ni  Pacts. 
The  rule  that  a  plaintiff  In  a  civil  action  is  only  required  to 
prove  his  case  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  Is  not 
altered  by  the  fact  that  the  acts  charged  upon  the  defendant 
are  highly  discreditable  or  even  criminal.    Schmuck  v.  Hill,    79 

11.  Becord  from  Foreign  State:  Statutes.  A  Judicial  record 
of  another  state,  authenticated  aa  provided  In  section  414  of 
the  Code,  Is  admissible  In  evidence  without  further  proof 
that  the  court  from  which  it  comes  is  one  of  record.    Brown 

v.  Collins 14* 

12.  Secondary:  Lkttbb,  Contents  of:  Foundation  fob  Intbo- 
nuCTioN.  Before  the  contents  of  a  lost  letter  can  be  intro- 
duced in  evidence  there  must  be  testimony  of  Its  loss  and 
also  testimony  tending  to  prove  the  handwriting,  or  that  It 
came  from  the  alleged  writer  or  his  authorized  agent,  or 
was  received  in  duo  course  of  mall  in  answer  to  letters 
previously  mailed  to  the  address  of  the  alleged  writer. 
WMtwell  p.  Johnson 66 
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13.  :    Not  Siitticiest.     Evidence  examined,  and  hold  not 

to  be  sufficient  Identical  ion  to  permit  the  contents  of  the  let- 
ter to  be  received  In  evidence.    Idem. 

14.  Statements  of  Parties:  Admissibility.  Statements  of  par- 
ties directly  relating  to  the  issues  are  admissible  on  behalf 
of  the  opposing  party  as  independent  testimony.     Carlson 

&  Hanson  v.  Solm   88 

IE.  Surface  Waters:  Equity  Findings:  Conflicting  Evidence. 
Findings  of  the  court  examined,  and  found  to  be  sustained 
by  the  evidence.  The  findings  of  a  court  of  equity  are  en- 
titled to  the  same  consideration  as  the  verdict  of  a  jury  In 
a  law  case:  and  if  the  evidence  upon  which  they  are  based 
Is  conflicting,  a  court  of  review  will  not  disturb  thorn  unless 
clearly  wrong.    Andrews  v.  Village  of  Steel  Oit-j 676 

EXAMINATION.     See  TaiAL,  8. 

EXCEPTIONS.    See  Appeal  and  Eebob,  IS,  41,  44,  13.  60-62. 

EXCEPTIONS,  BILL  OP.    See  Appeal,  and  Eebob,  42,  43. 

1.  Authentication:  Evidence,  on  Appeal  and  Error.  Where 
a  bill  of  exceptions  purporting  to  contain  the  evidence  In  a 
case  la  not  authenticated  by  the  clerk  of  the  district  court, 
It  Is  not  properly  before  the  supreme  court  and  will  not  be 
examined;  and  questions  presented  on  error,  or  appeal,  de- 
pending upon  matters  of  evidence,  can  not  be  decided.  Pal- 
mer v.  Winner 903 

i.  :     Judgment  Conforms  to  Ple&dinos:     Appeal  and 

Eebob.  In  such  a  case,  if  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  trial 
court  conforms  to  and  is  supported  by  the  pleadings,  It  will 
be  affirmed.    Idem. 

5.  Impeachment  by  Affidavit.  A  bill  of  exceptions  allowed 
and  signed  by  the  trial  judge  becomes  a  part  of  the  record  in 
the  case,  and  Its  recitals  cannot  be  Impeached  by  affidavits 
filed  for  that  purpose.    Phwnix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Howe 20 

4.  Hortgagea:  Evidence  Offered  on  Objections  to  Appraisal, 
Such  objections  are  unavailable  unless  the  evidence  offered 
thereon  is  preserved  In  bill  of  exceptions.    Simpson  v.  Snook,  412 

E.  Practice,  Rules  of.  The  rules  of  practice  .n  a  district  court 
alleged  to  have  a  material  bearing  on  the  rulings  complained 
of,  before  they  can  enter  Into  a  determination  of  a  question 
presented  in  this  court,  must  be  incorporated  in  the  bill  of 
exceptions.    Jones  v.  Cleary  E41 

6.  Purpose.  The  function  of  a  bill  of  exceptions  la  to  bring 
Into  the  record  the  facta  on  which  the  trial  court  decided  the 
questions  of  law  presented  for  review.    State  v.  Fawcett..  243 


EXECUTION.  See  Chattel  Mobtgaoes,  2.  Creditors'  Suit,  4. 
Garnishment. 
Title:  Complicated:  Refusal  of  Sheriff  to  Sell:  Damages. 
No  damage  appearing  to  have  been  sustained  and  the  trial 
court  finding  that  the  complicated  condition  of  the  title 
Justified  the  sheriff  in  refusing  to  sell  real  estate  levied 
upon  by  execution,  decree,  directing  sale  but  exonerating 

sheriff,  upheld.    Porter  v.  Trompen 

EXBOTJTOBE  AND  ADMINTSTBATORS. 

1.  Abatement.  An  action  does  not  abate  by  the  removal  or 
discharge  of  an  administrator  as  party  plaintiff  during  its 
pendency.    Edney  v.  Baum  1 

2.  Bonds:  Liability  fob  Legacies:  Wills.  Executors  who 
are  also  residuary  legatees  and  have  given  bond  under  sec- 
tion 165  of  the  decedent  act,  take  the  estate  free  of  the  Hen 
of  such  legacies,  but  It,  Instead  of  such  bond,  the  bond  re- 
quired of  a  general  executor  Is  given,  such  legacies  will  be 

a  charge  upon  the  estate.    Herdlilchka  v.  Post 4 

3.  Purchase  of  Heir's  Interest:  Bona  Fides.  An  administrator 
occupies  a  fiduciary  relation  to  the  heir  of  his  Intestate,  and 
where  by  contract  with  the  heir  such  administrator  pur- 
chases the  heir's  interest  in  the  real  estate  of  his  intestate, 
tbe  transaction  will  be  rigidly  scrutinized  by  a  court  of 
equity.  However,  If  the  transaction  is  In  good  faith  and 
wholly  without  fraud,  It  may  be  treated  as  similar  trans- 
actions  between   strangers.     8he!J>y  v.   Crcighton 2 

4.  :    Mistake  in  Description:    Correction  hi  Equity. 

Where,  In  such  case,  the  contract  by  mutual  mistake  is 
made  to  convey  more  than  was  intended  or  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  parties  thereto,  a  court  of  equity  ma;  re- 
form the  contract  to  conform  to  the  Intention  of  the  parties. 
Idem. 

6.  Sales:  Ratification.  Where  an  administrator  transfers  a 
note,  past  due,  belonging  to  the  estate  without  an  order  of 
the  county  court,  and  receives  therefor  the  lull  amount  due 
thereon,  and  such  transfer  le  afterward  approved  and  con- 
firmed by  the  county  court,  the  transferee  takes  a  good 
title,  which  dates  from  the  time  of  the  transfer.    Bolt  v. 

Rust-Owen  Lumber  00 1 

EXEMPTIONS.    See  Homestead,  3-    Judgment,  9.    Pabtttioh. 

Proof  of  Property:  Instructions.  When  the  pecuniary  re- 
sponsibility of  a  person  who  Is  the  head  of  a  family  Is  sought 
to  be  ascertained  by  proof  of  the  amount  of  his  property  and 
Indebtedness,  It  is  error  to  refuse  to  instruct  the  Jury,  that 
for  the  purposes  of  the  inquiry  the  fact  that  a  portion  of  bis 
property  is  exempt  should  be  taken  into  account  by  the  Jury. 
Wintide  Gtute  Bant  t>.  Lound 1 


TEES.     See  Garnishment,  *.    Injunction,  1. 

FINDINGS.     See  Appeal  and  Ebbob,   48  51,  102.     Evidence,  15. 

Judgment,  6,  7.    Trial,  9,  10. 
FIRES. 

1.  Care  and  Caution:  Whirlwinds.  A  party  who  kindles  a 
fire  on  his  own  land  can  not  be  charged  with  negligence  In 
not  guarding  against  a  whirlwind  or  extraordinary  high 
winds  which  may  ensue  and  carry  the  fire  beyond  his  con- 
trol, if,  before  setting  it,  he  took  such  precautions  as  a  man 
of  ordinary  caution  would  exercise  to  confine  It  to  his  own 
premises,  and  exercised  the  same  care  and  watchfulness  to 
prevent  Its  escape  while  burning.    Bock  v.  Grooms 808 

2.  Negligence,  Rule  In  Absence  of:  Damages.  One  may  law- 
fully kindle  a  Are  on  his  own  land  for  the  purpose  of  hus- 
bandry, and  he  will  not  be  liable  for  damage  caused  by 
such  Ore  to  the  property  of  third  parties,  in  the  absence  of 
negligence  In  kindling  the  same  or  in  not  keeping  It  con- 
fined to  his  own  premises.    Idem. 

FORCIBLE  ENTRY  AND  DETAINER. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Statutes.  No  appeal  lay  to  the  district 
court  from  the  Judgment  of  a  Justice  of  the  peace  In  pro- 
ceedings In  forcible  entry  and  detainer  prior  to  the  enact- 
ment of  chapter  85,  Laws  of  1901.    Sullivan  v.  Raight 371 

2.  Appeal  Prior  to  1901.  Prior  to  1901  there  was  In  this 
state  no  valid  statute  authorizing  an  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment of  a  Justice  of  the  peace  In  an  action  for  the  forcible 
entry  and  detention,  or  forcible  detention  only,  of  real  prop- 
erty.   Sellecfc  v.  Feeney 739 

3.  Jurisdiction:  Consent  or  Parties.  The  Jurisdiction  of  the 
district  court  in  such  action,  being  derivative  only,  is  not 
aided  by  consent  of  parties.  Ettenheimer  v.  Wall-man,  63 
Neb.,  647,  88  N.  W.  Rep.,  869,  followed.    Idem. 

FORGERY.    See  Banks  and  Banking,  4,  6. 

FEAUa     See  Contracts,  3.     Evidenox,  2,  3.    Judgment,  2.    Ju- 
dicial Sales,  4.     Mobtoaqeb,  16,  16,  23,  24.     Vendor  and 
Plbchabeb,  2. 
Instructions:    Good  Faith  Presumed.     Instruction  that  good 
faith  Is  presumed  In  business  transactions,  and  fraud.  If 
alleged,  must  be  shown,  held,  correct,  as  applied  to  matters 
Hi  which  the  parties  do  not  appear  to  hare  any  family  re- 
lationship.    Crockett   v.  Hitter 292 

FRAUDULENT  CONVEYANCES.    See  Limitation  of  Actions,  3. 

VENDOR  AND  PUBCIiASEB,  3. 

1,  Action  to  Bet  Aside:  Evidence.  Evidence  examined,  and 
Heltl  sufficient  to  sustain  the  findings  of  the  trial  court 
Continental  Nat.  Bank  of  Chicago  v.  Levy 894 
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FRAUDULENT  CONVEYANCES— Concluded. 

2.  Bona  Fides:  IirsTBrrcnow.  A  transfer  made  to  a  third  par- 
son for  the  sole  purpose  of  preferring  and  satisfying  a  bona 
fid*  creditor  Is  not  voidable  as  hindering  or  delaying  other 
creditors.  But  such  transfer  must  be  made  In  good  faith 
for  that  purpose,  and  an  Instruction  which  omits  this  ele- 
ment of  the  rule  lo  properly  refused.  Pope  v.  Kingman 
a  Co 18* 

5.  Indebtedness  of  Plaintiff  to  Defendant  a  Defense.  To  an 
action  by  a  Judgment  creditor  to  set  aside  conveyances  al- 
leged to  have  been  made  in  fraud  of  the  Judgment,  it  is  a 
defense  that  the  plaintiff  Is  Indebted,  upon  simple  contract, 
to  the  Judgment  debtor  In  an  amount  equal  to  the  Judg- 
ment.   Lashmett  v,  Pratt  284 

4.  Intent:  Participation  tit  or  Debtor  Aim  Cbeditob:  Applica- 
tion to  Pubchasee.  The  rule  that  where  a  bona  ftde  cred- 
itor takes  property  of  the  debtor  In  satisfaction  of  his  claim 
the  transaction  Is  not  voidable  by  reason  of  fraudulent  In- 
tent of  the  debtor  unless  the  creditor  participated  In  such  In- 
tent, does  not  apply  to  a  purchaser,  not  himself  a  creditor, 
who,  by  direction  of  the  debtor,  pays  the  purchase  price  to 
a  preferred  creditor.    Pope  v.  Kingman  &  Oo 184 

GAMING.    See  Bills  and  Notks,  2. 

GARNISHMENT. 

1.  Affidavit:  Agency,  Recital  or.  The  better  practice  requires 
the  fact  of  agency  In  an  affidavit  for  attachment  or  garnish- 
ment to  be  sworn  to  by  the  affiant  and  not  set  out  by  way  of 
recital  merely.    Jearp  v.  American  Exchange  Bank 8fi7 

2. ;  Fob  Summons  Insutfiohnt.  An  affidavit  for  a  sum- 
mons In  garnishment  examined,  and  held  fatally  defective. 
Item. 

8.  Execution  Prior  to:  Statutes.  Issuance  of  execution 
against  the  attachment  debtor  and  return  thereof  unsatis- 
fied are  not  required  before  proceeding  against  a  garnishee 
under  section  225,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  for  unsatisfactory 
*    answer.    Pope  v.  Kingman  £  Oo 184 

4.  Pees:  Prepayment.  A  garnishee  who  appears  and  an- 
swers without  objection  waives  his  right  to  prepayment  of 
his  fees.    Idem. 

6.  Judgment  Against  Garnishee  Erroneous:  Liability  to  Ii»- 
dobske:  Apfeal.  a  garnishee  should  appeal  from  an  er- 
roneous Judgment  against  bim  as  acceptor  of  a  draft  or 
order  renderefl  in  a  proceeding  against  the  drawer,  since 
be  would  remain  liable  to  an  indorsee.  If  he  pays  such  judg- 
ment    Commercial  State  Bank  v.  Rowley 648 
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GARNISHMENT— Concluded. 

6.  Liability  of  Garnishee:  How  ani>  When  Firm:  Attach- 
ment. The  liability  of  a  garnishee  1b  to  be  determined 
by  the  status  of  the  fund  In  hie  bands  at  the  time  his  an- 
swer Is  taken,  when  It  appears  that  at  the  time  of  the  serv- 
ice of  notice  of  garnishment,  the  fund  sought  to  be  reached 
was  not  the  subject  of  garnishment,  but  afterward,  and  be- 
fore the  taking  of  the  answer,  became  bo.  First  Sat.  Bank 
of  Pawnee  City  v.  Manning  3 

OTJABANTY. 

Bills  and  Notes:  Pukchabe  at  Tax  Sale:  Ltenb.  Concordia 
Loan  £  Trust  Co.  v.  Schouboe 116 

GUABDIAN  AND  WAKD. 

Trial:  Absence  of  Plaintiff:  Insanity.  Where  an  action 
Is  carried  on  by  a  guardian.  It  Is  not  error  to  allow  a  show- 
ing of  his  appointment  and  of  a  finding  that  plaintiff  Is  In- 
sane solely  to  account  for  the  latter's  absence.  Buck  v.  Hoge- 
boom 853 

HIGHWAYS.    See  Eminent  Domain,  1. 

1.  Counties;  Authority  to  Conbtbuct  Culvert.  On  the  facts 
Stated,  held,  that  the  county  hoard  had  authority  to  direct 
the  road  overseer  to  place  a  culvert  across  a  highway  in  his 

district.    Fokenga  v.  Churchill  304 

2. :  Order  to  Build  Culvert:    Designation  of  Place.    It 

1b  not  necessary  In  an  order  to  construct  a  culvert  to  desig- 
nate the  specific  point  on  the  highway  at  which  such  cul- 
vert Is  to  be  placed.  Idem. 
3.  Culvert,  Construction  of :  Injunction:  Waters  and  Water- 
courses. In  an  action  to  enjoin  the  construction  of  such 
culvert,  the  question  is  not  whether  It  would  divert  the  sur- 
face drainage  from  Its  natural  course  to  the  plaintiff's  In- 
jury, and,  if  so,  whether  It  was  the  best  and  most  advanta- 
geous means  of  disposing  of  such  water,  but  whether  such 
culvert  was  reasonably  necessary  to  a  proper  maintenance 
of  the  road.    Idem. 

HOMESTEAD.    See  JuMMENT,  9. 

1.  Abandonment:  Evidence  Insufficient.  Evidence  examined, 
and  held  to  not  show  an  abandonment  of  tbe  homestead. 
Buettgenbach  v.  Qerbig 889 

2.  Conveyance  or  Incumbrance:  Statutes.  The  statutory 
provisions  for  the  conveyance  or  Incumbrance  of  tbe  home- 
stead are  exclusive.    Idem. 

3.  Exemption:  Occupation.  In  order  that  property  may  be 
exempt  from  execution  sale  as  a  homestead.  It  must  either 
be  occupied  by  the  debtor,  or  there  must  be  a  bona  fide 
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HOMESTEAD— Concluded. 

intention  to  occupy  the  property  as  such  at  some  future 
time.    Clement,  Bone  £  Co.  v.  Kopiett 1R 

4,  Mortgagee:  Acknowledgment  by  Husband  and  Wife: 
Validity,  A  mortgage  executed  on  the  homestead  of  the 
grantors  Is  absolutely  void  unless  acknowledged  by  both  hus- 
band and  wife.    Hedbloom  v.  Pierton 799 

G.  Occupation;  Evidence  Insufficient.  Evidence  examined, 
and  held  to  show  neither  a  bona  jlde  occupation  of  the  prem- 
ises as  a  homestead,  nor  as  Intention  to  so  occupy  the  prem- 
ises at  any  future  time.    Clement,  Bane  <&  Co.  v.  Kupielz.. . .     18 

6.  Timber:  Improvements,  Titu  to.  A  person  entitled  by  law 
to  pre-empt  a  tract  of  land,  or  to  hold  it  under  the  timber 
culture  act,  and  who  Is  recognized  by  the  register  and  re- 
ceiver of  a  United  States  land  office,  and  la  by  them  allowed 
to  make  a  filing  on  a  tract  of  the  public  land  within  their  dis- 
trict legally  open  to  pre-emption,  taken  the  same  and  all  per- 
manent improvements  thereon,  if  any,  together  with  the 
exclusive  right  of  possession  thereof,  free  from  the  claims 
of  all  persons  except  the  United  States.  Slatt  v.  Brook*, 
17  Neb.,  83.  followed.    Hill  v.  Pitt 161 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE.    See  Homestead,  4.    Insurance,  1. 

1.  Alienation  of  Affections:  Honest  Advice  as  Defense  Must 
Be  Pleaded  and  Proved.  In  an  action  by  a  wife,  against  her 
father-in-law,  for  alienating  the  affections  of  her  husband 
and  causing  him  to  abandon  her,  parental  advice,  honestly 
given  without  malice,  and  with  the  Intention  of  benefiting 
the  son,  la  a  defense;  but  where  such  advice  Is  not  pleaded 
nor  proven  at  the  trial,  the  court  did  not  err  in  refusing  to 
give  Instructions  based  on  that  theory.    Rath  v.  Bath 600 

2.  :    Instruction  as  to  Controlling  Cause.    In  an  action 

by  a  wife  against  one,  for  alienating  the  affections  of  her 
husband,  causing  him  to  abandon  her,  an  Instruction  which 
informs  the  jury  "That  if  the  conduct  of  the  defendant  was 
the  controlling  cause  which  Induced  her  husband  to  leave 
her,  and  that  without  such  conduct  her  husband  would  not 
have  abandoned  her,  then  she  would  be  entitled  to  recover, 
although  there  might  have  been  other  causes  contributing 
to  the  same  result,"  is  a  fairly  correct  statement  of  the  law. 
there  was  no  error  In  giving  such  an  Instruction.    Idem. 

HYPOTHETICAL  QUESTIONS.    See  Witnesses,  8. 

IMPEACHMENT .    See  Exceptions,  Box  of,  8.    Judicial  Sales,  16. 

IMPROVEMENTS.    See  Homestead,  0. 

INDEMNITY.     See  Sittun-i-a  and  Constables,  1-3. 
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INJUNCTION.  Sob  Appeal  and  Error,  53.  Chattel  Mortgages,  2. 
Highways,  3.  Schools  and  School  Districts,  2.  Waters 
and  Watercourses,  2. 

1.  Action  on  Bond:  Attorneys'  Fefs  as  Damages.  Where 
attorneys'  fees  are  Bought  to  be  recovered  as  damages  In  a 
suit  on  an  Injunction  bond  it  Is  incumbent  upon  the  plain- 
tiff to  show  either  that  Injunction  was  the  only  relief  asked 
In  the  suit,  or  that  the  fees  were  paid  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  a  dissolution  of  the  Injunction  as  distinguished 
from  fees  paid  for  the  trial  of  the  principal  issues  Involved 

in  the  case.    First  Nat.  Bank  of  Harvard  v.  Hockett 512 

2.  Against  Judgment:  Collection,  Delay  in:  Measure  or 
Damages.  Where  the  collection  of  a  Judgment  la  enjoined 
and  one  of  the  elements  of  damage  sought  to  be  recovered 
is  for  delay  In  Its  collection,  the  proper  measure  (or  this  ele- 
ment of  damage  is  additional  court  costs,  If  any,  and  Inter- 
est at  the  rate  which  the  Judgment  draws  during  the  time 
of  such  delay.    Idem. 

3.  Dissolution:  Statutes.  A  subsequent  order,  which  in  no 
degree  relaxes  the  restraint  imposed  by  a  temporary  In- 
junction, Is  not  a  dissolution  or  modification  thereof,  within 
the  meaning  of  section  679  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 
State  v.  Fawcett 60S 

4.  Gates  on  Railroad  Bight  of  Way:  Defense.  The  fact  that 
the  gates  were  heavy  and  unsuitable  would  constitute  no 
defense.    Axthelm  v.  Chicago,  R.  I,  &  P.  R,  Co 444 

5.  :    Pleading.     A  petition  stating  that  a  land  owner 

without  excuse  persistently  leaves  open,  as  well  as  Injures 
and  destroys,  gates  on  a  railway  company's  right  of  way, 
at  a  farm  crossing  kept  for  defendant's  access  to  his  own 
premises,  discloses  a  right  to  an  Injunction.    Idem. 

6.  Mandatory:  When  Granted.  A  mandatory  injunction  will 
not  be  granted  except  to  prevent  a  failure  of  Justice,  and 
then  only  when  the  right  Is  clearly  established.  Buettgen- 
hocfc  v.  Qerbiff 889 

INSANITY.    See  Guardian  and  Ward. 

Corporations,    2. 

INSTBUCTIOHT8.  See  Appeal  and  Error,  43,  64-72,  107.  Broker,  2, 
3.  Contracts,  8, 10.  Damages,  4.  Ejectment,  1.  Evidence, 
5.  Exemptions.  Fraud.  Fraudulent  Conveyances,  2. 
Husband  and  Wife,  2.  Insurance.  4.  Municipal  Cor- 
porations, 1,  2.    Replevin,  8.    Trial,  ill  20.    Wills,  9, 

INSTRUMENTS.     See  Evidence,  G. 
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otsubance. 

1.  Application  by  Husband  and  Wife:  Iwubt  or  Husband. 
The  fact  that  the  husband  of  a  married  woman  signs  with 
her  an  application  for  insurance  on  her  separate  property, 
does  not  invest  him  with  any  right  or  Interest  in  the  policy 
issued  on  such  application,  and  In  which  the  woman  alone 

is  named  as  the  Insured.    Union  In*.  00.  v.  McOallough.  .198,  203 

2.  Approval  by  Home  Office.  Propebtt  Dbstbotd  Before 
Suoh  Apfsovai,:  Liability.  Where  a  written  application 
for  insurance  Is  made  upon  a  blank  form  which  provides 
Unit  no  liability  shall  attach  until  the  application  has  been 
approved  by  the  home  office,  and  the  application,  together 
with  the  premium,  Is  delivered  to  the  agent  of  the  company, 
and,  before  the  application  has  been  approved  by  the  home 
office,  the  property  Insured  la  destroyed  by  the  hazard  In- 
sured against,  held  that  the  insurance  company  is  not  liable 
for  loss  occurring  before  such  approval  Bt.  Paul  fire  A 
Marine  Int.  Co.  v.  KeJley 780 

3.  Burning  by  Third  Party  Not  a  Defense.  That  an  Insured 
building  was  burned  by  a  third  party  Is  no  defense  to  an 
action  on  the  policy,  In  the  absence  of  a  showing  that  the 
party  insured  was  privy  to  such  burning.     Onto*  Ins.  Co. 

v.  MoOuJlouoh 198,  SOS 

4.  Evidence:  Waits*:  Instructions.  Evidence  held  to  war- 
rant the  submission  to  the  Jury  of  question  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  insurance  company  was  aware  of  facts  as  to  con- 
ditions of  the  policy  at  the  time  of  the  acta  relied  upon  as  a 
waiver,  and  Instruction  No.  6,  set  out  to  the  opinion,  held, 

to  properly  submit  that  question.    German  In*.  Co.  v.  Stiner,  308 

6.  Mutual:  Hmplovmbbt  or  Solicitors  as  Defense  to  Pse- 
miuu  note.  Violation  of  the  statute  prohibiting  employ- 
ment of  solicitors  by  a  mutual  hall  Insurance  company  la 
for  the  state  to  complain  of,  and  Is  not  available  to  a  mem- 
ber as  a  defense  to  an  action  upon  his  premium  note.  Ran- 
dall v.  Phelps  County  Mutual  Hail  7m.  Am*** 630 

C :  Premium  note:  Dcratm  of  No  Subett.  A  mem- 
ber of  a  mutual  Insurance  company  who  has  given  a  prem- 
ium note  thereto  can  not  defend  an  action  upon  such  note 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  required  to  furnish  a  surety 
upon  the  note  as  provided  by  the  rules-  of  the  company. 
Idem. 

7.  "Vacancy"  Clause:  Chahoe  or  Tettahts.  Where,  In  an 
application  for  Insurance,  the  premises  are  described  as  In 
possession  of  a  tenant,  a  provision  In  the  policy  that  It 
should  become  void  if  the  premises  became  vacant  or  un- 
occupied Is  not  violated  by  such  a  vacancy  as  Is  occasioned 
by  the  removal  of  the  tenant  In  possession  to  allow  the  entry 

of  another  tenant    Union  Ins.  Co.  v.  McCullough 198,  303 


INTENT.     See  Fraudulent  Conveyances,  i.     Vendor  and  Pus- 

chaser,  4.   Wills,  3. 
INTEREST.     See  Broker,  2.     Building  and  Loan  Associations,  6. 
Mortgages,  68.    Sheriffs  and  Constables,  3.    Tender,  1. 
Usury,  2. 
Pleading.     No   express  allegation   that  Interest   is   due  Is   re- 
quired to  enable  a  plaintiff  to  recover  Interest  upon  a  debt 
or  claim  which,  without  any  contract  therefor,  bears  Interest 

as  a  matter  of  law.    Peterson  v.  Mannix 195 

INTERVENTION.    See  Bills  and  Notes,  9. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS.  See  Appeal  and  Error,  108. 
Trial.  IE. 
1.  Amending  Record  In  District  Court.  Where,  on  the  hear- 
ing in  the  district  court,  it  is  found  that  for  any  reason  a 
portion  of  the  record  and  proceedings  before  the  licensing 
board  has  not  been  sent  up  either  In  the  transcript  or  bill 
of  exceptions.  It  Is  proper  for  the  court,  upon  an  application 
therefor,  to  order  the  same  brought  up  and  filed  in  the  case. 

Pertinger  v.  Miller . .  807 

S.  Application:  Qualifications  of  Signers:  Findings  of  Fact 
on  Arr-KAL,  Where  the  question  of  fact,  as  to  the  qualifica- 
tions of  certain  signers  to  an  application  for  a  license  to  sell 
Intoxicating  liquors,  has  been  passed  upon  by  the  licensing 
board,  and  the  district  court,  in  a  bearing  on  appeal  from 
the  Judgment  and  order  of  such  board  based  in  part  on  such 
finding  of  fact,  has  examined  the  evidence  and  record  and 
arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  such  finding  of  fact  and 
order  of  the  board  will  not  be  disturbed  on  the  hearing  of  a 
petition  In  error  In  this  court  unless  clearly  wrong.  Waugh 
v.  Graham,  47  Neb.,  153,  approved  and  followed.    Mem, 

3.  Contracts:  Consideration.  No  action  can  be  maintained 
on  a  contract  the  consideration  of  which  Is  either  wicked  In 
itself  or  prohibited  by  law.  Storz  A  Her  v.  Finklestein,  46 
Neb.,  577,  followed.     Schoenhofen  Brewing  Co.  V.  Whipple. .   704 

4.  Remonstrance:  Objections  Urged  First  in  District  Court. 
Objections  not  set  forth  in  the  remonstrance  to  an  applica- 
tion for  license  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors,  and  not  urged  on 
the  hearing  before  the  licensing  board,  should  not  be  con- 
sidered In  the  hearing  on  appeal  In  the  district  court,  and 
will  not  be  considered  on  a  petition  In  error  to  this  court 
Perainger  v.  Miller 807 

5.  Sale:  Validity:  Lex  Loci.  The  validity  of  a  sale  of  Intoxi- 
cating liquors  is  determined  by  the  law  of  the  place  at 
which  the  sale  Is  made.  Behoenhofen  Brewing  Oo.  v.  Whip- 
ple   704 

8.  "Slocumb  Law":  Statutes.  Chapter  60  of  Compiled  Stat- 
64 
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utes  of  Nebraska,  commonly  known  aa  the  "Slocumb  Law," 
la   a   rigid,   drastic   and    prohibitive   enactment   denouncing 
all  sales  ol  Intoxicating  liquors  not  made  strictly  In  com- 
pliance with  its  provisions.     Idem. 
ISSUES.     See  Appeal  ano  Ebbob,  73,  74. 

3UDGMEST.  See  Appeal  and  Error,  7,  75,  97.  Garnishment.  5. 
Injunction.  2.  Mobtgaqes,  49.  Process.  1.  Replevin,  1. 
4,  12.  Sheriffs  and  Constables,  2.  Taxation,  16.  Trial, 
18.    Wills,  10. 

1.  Absolute:    Definition.     An  absolute  Judgment  Is  one  which 

i  la  operative  and  effective.     Brown  v.  Hetstey 69 

2.  Action  Upon  a  Judgment:  Collateral  Attack  op  Fibst 
Judgment  for  Fraud.  A  Judgment  recovered  in  an  action 
upon  a  Judgment,  can  not  be  collaterally  assailed  upon  the 
ground  that  the  last  mentioned  judgment  was  fraudulently 
obtained.    Owen*  v.  City  of  South  Omaha 466 

3.  Consent  of  Parties  as  to  Time  of  Benderlng:  Statutes. 
A  suit,  In  which  there  were  attachment  and  garnishment 
proceedings,  was  tried  to  the  court  without  the  Intervention 
of  a  Jury.  The  parties  being  present  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  argument  and  at  the  time  of  the  final  submission  of  the 
case,  consented  and  agreed,  upon  the  request  of  the  Justice, 
that  he  should  take  the  case  under  advisement  and  render 
his  Judgment  within  four  days  as  defined  in  the  statute.  On 
the  third  day  thereafter,  both  parties  being  In  court.  Judg- 
ment was  rendered.  Held,  Tbat  the  justice  need  not,  in 
such  case,  render  his  judgment  Instantly;  and  that  if  the 
Judgment  was  rendered  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the 
parties,  and  defined  In  section  1002  of  the  Code,  such  Judg- 
ment was  not  void  for  want  of  jurisdiction.    Reed  v.  Molt. .  450 

4.  Demurrer,  Effect  of.  A  demurrer  searches  the  entire  record, 
and  Judgment  must  go  against  him  whose  pleading  was  first 
defective  in  substance.     Brown  v.  Houghton 425 

5.  Equitable  Belief:  Pleading:  Evidence:  Notice.  Eqnlty 
will  not  relieve  against  a  Judgment  at  law  unless  the  com- 
plainant both  pleads  and  proves  a  defense  thereto  upon  the 
merits,  nor  in  any  case  in  which  he  has  had  knowledge  or 
notice  of  tbe  pendency  of  the  action  in  time  to  make  his 
defense  therein,  and  has  negligently  omitted  so  to  do. 
Dorwart  V.  Troyer 22 

6.  Findings:  Modification.  Where  the  findings  show  a  nar- 
rower liability  than  that  enforced  by  the  Judgment  of  the 
court,  or  show  no  liability  and  the  Judgment  enforces  one, 
or  in  any  other  way  a  discrepancy  between  findings  and 
judgment  Is  presented  which  no  possible  state  of  the  plead- 
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Inge  could  Justify,  modification  or  reversal  may  be  had 
upon  &  record  showing  such  findings  and  Judgment  only. 
Shelby  v.  Creighton  26* 

7. :    .    But  where  the  ground  of  complaint  is  that 

the  findings  of  themselves  would  entitle  the  plaintiff  In  error 
to  more  relief  than  was  granted,  a  record  containing  the 
findings  and  Judgment  only  is  insufficient  to  procure  modifi- 
cation or  reversal,  since  the  prayer  of  the  petition  may  have 
been  more  limited  than  the  relief  warranted  by  the  facts  al- 
leged and  found.    Idem. 

B.  Impeaching  Validity  by  Affidavits:  No  Objection  Below: 
Appeal  Where  evidence  of  facta  tending  to  Impeach  the 
validity  of  a  Judgment  Is  presented  to  the  trial  court  by 
affidavits,  and  no  objection  is  made  in  the  court  below  to 
the  consideration  of  the  affidavits  because  the  judgment 
creditor  has  not  had  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine  wit- 
nesses, it  la  too  late  to  Interpose  this  objection  after  the 
case  has  been  removed  to  this  court  upon  appeal.  Baldwin 
t>.  Bart 383 

9.  Liens:  Homestead:  Exemptions.  Duell  e.  Potter,  51  Neb., 
2*1,  followed  In  a  caae  of  the  eame  nature.  Hannah  v, 
Perkint  814 

10.  municipal  Corporation:  Conclusiveness.  A  Judgment 
against  a  municipal  corporation  is  equally  conclusive  upon 
the  city  and  Its  taxpayers.    Owens  v.  City  of  South  Omaha. .  466 

11.  Pleading:  Default:  Effect.  A  default,  by  a  party  properly 
served,  is  a  confession  only  of  such  facts  as  are  properly 
pleaded  In  the  petition.    Carnahan  t>.  Brewster 366 

12.  Rendered  os  Answer  Day:  Waives:  Collatebal  Attack. 
While  it  Is  Irregular  and  erroneous  to  render  judgment  on 
answer  day,  such  Irregularity  may  be  waived  by  not  taking 
advantage  thereof,  and  a  judgment  so  rendered  Is  not  open 

to  collateral  attack.    Bokhoof  v.  Steicart 71* 

13.  Baa  Judicata.  The  doctrine  of  res  judicata  applies  only  to 
final  Judgments,  not  to  Interlocutory  judgments  or  orders, 
which  the  court  may  vacate  or  modify  upon  a  further  hear- 
ing.    Smith  v.  Smith   6GB 

14.  Supersedeas:  Tbansckipt,  Necessity  for:  Statutes.  In 
order  to  supersede  a  judgment  under  sections  588  and  590, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  a  transcript  as  well  as  a  petition  In 
error  must  be  filed  in  the  supreme  court.  Morton  v.  Western 
Seed  d  Irrigation  Oo 131 

16.  Vacation:  Application  of  Statutes.  The  third  subdivision 
of  section  602,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  applies  only  to  void- 
able Judgments  which  are  proof  against  collateral  attack  and 
not  to  such  as  are  absolutely  void.    Baldwin  v.  Burt 377 
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16. :  .    The  provisions  of  section  60!,  Code  of  Civil 

Procedure,   apply   to   voidable   Mid   not   to   Told  Judgments. 

Idem  383 

17.  Void:  Enforcement:  Resistance  Without  Meritorious  De- 
fease. Where  the  plaintiff  Is  seeking  affirmatively  to  en- 
force a  void  judgment,  one  who  merely  resists  Is  not  gov- 
erned by  the  rule  requiring  a  party  seeking  relief  against 
such  a  Judgment  to  show  a  meritorious  defense.    Idem....  377 

JUDICIAL  HOTTOE.    See  Courts,  *.    Evidence^  7. 

JUDICIAL  SALES.    See  Appeal  and  Error,  76-79.    Mortqaqes. 

1.  Appraisal:  Copy:  Purpose:  Clerical  Defect.  Copy  of  ap- 
praisal Is  tiled  to  serve  as  a  guide  for  bidders  and  parties 
at  the  sale  and  a  mere  clerical  defect  will  not  vitiate  a 
substantially  correct  copy.    Emory  v.  Bayer 1 

2.  — - — :  Filing  Copt  Before  Sale:  Statutes.  The  provis- 
ions of  section  491d  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  to  the 
effect  that  a  copy  of  the  appraisement  of  real  estate  to  be 
sold  at  judicial  sale.  Inclusive  of  the  applications  to  certain 
officers  for  certificates  of  liens  and  such  certificates,  shall  be 
forthwith  deposited  In  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  proper 
court,  are  mandatory,  and  unless  there  Is  a  compliance 
therewith  prior  to  the  advertisement  of  the  notice  of  sale, 
any  sale  made  may  be  vacated.  Globe  Loan  rf  Trust  Conn 
pany  v.  Wood,  58  Neb.,  395,  followed.  Chadron  Loan  & 
Building  Ass'n  V.  O'Linn '. 246 

8.  :    Filino  Copt:    Compliance  with  Statute.    When  a 

copy  of  the  appraisal  of  real  estate  Is  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court,  befors  the  land  Is  advertised 
for  sale,  and  has  attached  thereto  the  applications  for  and 
certificates  of  Hens,  the  Sling  mark  being  placed  on  the  copy 
of  the  appraisal  alone,  there  has  been  a  substantial  compli- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  section  491d  of  the  Code. 
Armington  V.  Maben 416 

4. :   Fraud:  Value.    Where  the  sole  evidence  in  support 

of  a  motion  to  vacate  an  appraisement  of  real  property  for 
Judicial  sale  on  the  gronnd  of  fraud  relates  to  the  value  of 
the  property,  such  appraisement  will  not  be  set  aside  unless 
It  Is  so  clearly  shown  to  be  grossly  Inadequate  as  to  compel 
the  conclusion  that  It  Is  fraudulent    Omaha  Loan  d  Tnut 

Co.  v.  Walenx 806 

Omaha  Savings  Bank  v.  Tracy 411 

E.  :     Objections.     Where   the   record   and   the   evidence 

shows  that  the  appraisers  were  qualified  and  possessed  the 
requisite  knowledge  or  the  value  of  the  real  estate  described 
In  the  order  ot  sale,  it  Is  not  necessary  that  the  appraise- 
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ment  be  made  In  actual  view  of  the  premises.  Reynolds  v. 
Fagan 416 

6.  :   :    Who  Mam.    Objections  to  hh  appraisal  of 

real  estate  on  a  Judicial  sale  come  too  late  If  made  only  after 
the  sale  has  been  made.    Emory  v.  Boyer 1 

7. :    Second  Offer  fob  Sale.     An  officer  1b  required  to 

make  but  one  appraisement  of  real  estate  until  It  bas  been 
twice  advertised  and  twice  offered  for  sale,  whether  sold 
under  the  original,  or  an  alias  writ,  Burkett  v.  Clark,  46 
Neb.,  466.     Lombard  v.  Pasusta   496 

8.  Appraiser,  Objection  to:  Waiver.  Where  an  appraiser 
called  by  the  sheriff  to  appraise  real  estate  ordered  sold 
under  a  decree  of  foreclosure  Is  disqualified  to  act,  and  such 
disqualification  Is  known  to  the  defendant  at  or  prior  to  the 
appraisement,  he  can  not  He  still  until  after  the  sale  Is 
made  and  urge  such  disqualification  as  an  objection  to  tbe 
confirmation  of  the  sale.  Union  Central  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Baker 57 

9.  Confirmation:  Appeal  from:  Affirmed.  Ellsworth  V. 
Tooker 515 

10. :    Objections:    Insufficient.    Objections  made  to  the 

confirmation  of  a  sale  examined,  and  held  Insufficient.  Peter- 
boro  Saving*  Bank  v.  Johnson 7S8 

11.  ;    :    Wires  Made.     Objections  to  confirmation 

of  a  sale  except  for  fraud  will  not  be  considered  where  they 

'  go  to  the  appraisement  only  and  were  not  raised  before  sale. 
Gray  v.  Enrich 194 

12.  :    :    .     Objections  to  confirmation  of  a 

sale  will  hot  be  considered  except  for  fraud  where  they  go 
to  the  appraisement  only  and  were  not  raised  before  sale. 
Gray  v.  Enrich,  ante,  page  194,  followed.    Gray  v.  Naiman..  196 

13.  Mortgages:  Affirmed.  Omaha  Loan  d  Trust  Co.  v.  Mc- 
Cumber 787 

14.  Place  Where  Held:  Objections.  The  sale  having  been  made 
at  the  door  of  the  court  house,  an  objection  that  It  was  not 
made  in  the  court  room,  or  at  the  door  of  the  court  room, 
tbe  room  In  tbe  court  house  where  the  decree  was  rendered. 

Is  untenable.    Reynolds  v.  Pagan 415 

15.  Reversal  of  Judgment:  Restitution,  Who  May  Demand. 
Where  a  Judgment  creditor  purchases  property  at  an  execu- 
tion sale  on  a  Judgment  which  Is  subsequently  reversed.  It  Is 
his  duty  to  make  restitution  of  the  property,  so  purchased, 
to  the  judgment  debtor  after  the  reversal  of  the  Judgment; 
but  the  right  to  demand  restitution  Is  confined  to  the  Judg- 
ment debtor  or  his  privies  and  can  not  be  Invoked  by  an  at- 
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taching  creditor  of  such  Judgment  debtor.     Nelson  v.  City 

of  Beatrice 47 

IS.  Sheriff's  Return:  Impeachment:  Evidence.  One  who  at- 
tacks  the  appraisal  or  real  estate,  because  It  Is  claimed  that 
one  of  the  appraisers  was  not  a  freeholder,  must  establish 
such  fact  by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  in  order  to 
overcome  the  certificate  of  the  sheriff  that  the  appraisers 

were  both  freeholders.    Lombard  v.  Patutta 496 

JT/BISDICTION.      See    Appeal    and    Error,    SO,    81.      Courts,    G. 
Forcible  Entry  and  Detainer,  3.     Jury.    Justices  op  the  ' 
Peace.     Mortqaoes,  34,  SO.    Writ  of  Assistance,  1. 
JURY.    See  Trial,  3,  12. 

Jurisdiction:  Voluntabt  Appearance:  Continuance.  The  re- 
turn day  of  the  summons  was  September  6.  It  was  re- 
turned not  Berved  because  the  defendant  was  a  non-resident 
of  tbe  state,  and  not  found  within  the  county.  On  October 
16,  defendant  entered  his  voluntary  appearance  in  the  case, 
waiving  Issuance  and  service  of  summons,  field,  That  the 
date  of  such  appearance  was  equivalent  to  the  return  day  of 
the  summons;  that  a  continuance  for  less  than  ninety  days 
from  October  16  but  more  than  ninety  days  from  September 
S,  without  defendant's  consent,  did  not  work  a  discontinu- 
ance of  the  suit.    Reed  v.  Mott 450 

LACHES.    See  Quieting  Title,  1. 
LAJMDLOBD  AND  TENANT. 

1.  Covenant  in  Lease:  Chattel  Mortgage  on  Crops:  Valdiitt. 
A  covenant  In  an  unrecorded  lease  for  the  term  of  five  years 
at  an  annual  rental  payable  annually,  to  the  effect  that  the 
leasee  shall  on  the  15th  day  of  June  in  each  year  execute  to 
the  lessor  a  chattel  mortgage  on  the  growing  crops,  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  rent  for  that  year.  Is  void  as  to  the  cred- 
itors of  the  lessee.    Ryan  v.  Donley 6 

2.  Eviction:  Obstruction  op  Entrance  to  Premises.  The  use 
of  said  door  and  hallway  for  the  purposes  of  lessee's  busi- 
ness being  incident  to  the  lease  of  the  room,  an  obstruction 
thereof  by  the  lessor  so  as  to  prevent  use  by  the  lessee  and 
his  customers  is  an  eviction,  which  tbe  lessee  may  treat  as 
total  or  partial  at  his  election.  Kitchen  Bros.  Hotel  Co.  V. 
Philoin 340 

3.  :    Partial:    Counter-Claim.     In  case  the  lessee  elects 

to  treat  the  eviction  as  partial,  he  may  maintain  a  counter- 
claim for  damages  upon  the  implied  covenant  for  quiet  en- 
joyment, when  sued  by  the  lessor  on  the  covenant  to  pay 
rent.    Idem. 

4. ;    ;    Damages  fob  Gains  Pbsyented.    A  party 
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may  recover  for  gains  prevented  where  such  damages  are 
certain  and  are  the  natural  result  of  the  wrong  complained 
of.     Idem. 
6.  Evidence  Sufficient.    Evidence  examined  and  found  to  sus- 
tain the  verdict.    Boyd  v.  George 420 

6.  Heat  With  Building:  Nor  Stipulated  in  Lease:  Custom: 
Evidence.  Evidence  by  a  number  of  real  estate  dealers  and 
managers.  In  general  terms,  that  a  leasing  of  a  room  was  by 
custom  In  the  city  of  Lincoln  understood  to  Include  an 
agreement  of  the  lessor  to  furnish  heat,  when  he  maintained 
a  beating  plant  In  the  building,  where  each  witness  ac- 
knowledged that  in  cases  of  written  leases  it  was  usual  to 
Incorporate  an  agreement  as  to  the  matter,  and  no  instance 
of  such  heating  by  the  lessor  without  a  stipulation  to  that 
effect  In  the  case  of  a  written  lease  could  be  cited,  held 
insufficient  to  uphold  a  verdict  for  defendant  In  an  action 
to  recover  for  furnishing  such  heat  to  a  tenant  whose  wrlt- 

.ten  lease  contained  no  such  stipulation  and  who  did  not 
claim  that  any  express  agreement  to  furnish  It  was  made. 
M cConnell  v.  Bettman  £  Co 876 

7.  Leases:  Covenant  Implied  from.  A  covenant  for  quiet  en- 
joyment of  the  leased  premises  Is  implied  from  the  de- 
mise.   Kitchen  Bros.  Hotel  Co,  v.  Philbin 340 

8.  :    Matters  Incident  to,  Included  Therein.    Where  a 

room  on  the  ground  floor  of  a  hotel  building  was  leased  to  a 
ticket  broker  and  It  appeared  that  a  large  portion  of  his 
business  came  from  patrons  of  the  hotel  who  entered  his 
office  from  the  hotel  rotunda,  held  that  the  lease  Included  tha 
use  for  the  lessee's  customers  of  a  door  and  hallway  leading 
from  the  rotunda  to  the  room  leased.    Idem. 

9.  — :  Pbiohity:  Evidence:  Damaoes.  Evidence  ex- 
amined, and  held  to  show  ample  facts  to  sustain  findings 

of  trial  court.    Blodgett  v.  Jensen E43 

10.  :  Termination  of.    Where  the  lessor  tells  the  lessee  to 

quit  the  premises,  and  the  lessee  does  quit,  and  the  lessor 
takes  possession  himself,  or  accepts  rent  from  another,  such 
change  of  possession  by  mutual  agreement  operates  as  a  sur- 
render and  termination  of  the  lease.    Boyd  v.  George 420 

11.  ;    What  Passes  With.    A  lease  of  a  part  of  a  building 

passes  with  it,  as  Incident  thereto,  everything  necessarily 
used  with  or  reasonably  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
part  demised.    Kitchen  Bros.  Hotel  Co.  v.  Philbin 340 

12.  Pleading:  Damages:  Sufficiency  of  Allegations.  Allega- 
tions In  petition,  1st,  of  lease  by  plaintiff  from  defendant  of 
lands  as  meadow;  2d,  of  actions  brought  successfully  against 
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plaintiff  by  a  third  party  to  recover  for  the  grass  taken  from 

the  land  by  plaintiff;  3d,  of  notice  to  this  plaintiff  In  error 
»  of  such  actions  and  request  to  defend,  and,  4th,  of  payment 

of  Judgments  and  coats  In  such  actions  by  plaintiff,  held, 

to  show  a  cause  of  action.    Idem. 
LAW  OF  THE  CASE.    See  Appeal  anii  Bans,  83,  84. 
LEX  LOCI     See  Intoxicating  Liquors,  S. 
LIBEL  AND  SLANDER. 

1.  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  to  sus- 
tain the  verdict.    Bchmuck  v.  Hill 79 

2.  Publication  Sufficient.  While  the  sending  of  a  libelous  let- 
ter to  the  person  defamed  does  not  amount  to  publication 
thereof,  where  the  sender  so  addresses  it  that  In  ordinary 
course  It  will  reach  a  third  person,  and  as  a  natural  result 
it  does  reach  and  Its  contents  become  known  to  such  third 
person,  there  Is  a  sufficient  publication.     Idem. 

3.  .    Hence  where  a  libelous  letter  concerning  plaintiff 

was  sent  by  mail  addressed  to  plaintiff's  employer  and  plain- 
tiff Jointly,  and  delivered  at  her  employer's  shop,  where  It 
was  found  by  plaintiff  and  turned  over  unopened  to  her  em- 
ployer, who  read  It,  held  that  there  was  a  publication.    Idem. 

4.  Publications  Subsequent  to  First:  Liability.  One  who 
puts  a  libel  In  circulation  Is  liable  for  any  subsequent  publi- 
cations which  are  the  natural  consequence  of  his  act.    Idem. 

LIENS.  See  Attachment.  Attorney  and  Client.  Guaranty. 
Judgment,  9.    Taxation,  12-14, 

LIMITATION.    See  Railroads,  2,  6.    Tbial,  G. 

LIMITATION  OF  ACTIONS.  See  Bfaanrairr  Domain,  2.  Me- 
chanics' Liens.    Quieting  Title,  2.    Taxation,  9. 

1.  Absence  from  State:  Residence:  Statutes.  Where  a  resi- 
dent of  this  state  against  whom  a  cause  of  action  has  ac- 
crued removes  his  residence  to  another  state,  but  continues 
his  business  here  and  comes  to  the  state  openly,  notoriously 
and  regularly  each  business  day  and  there  remains  during 
working  hours,  he  is  not  absent  from  the  state  within  the 
meaning  of  section  20,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  during  the 
period  In  which  he  so  comes  thereto  and  remains  therein. 
Webster  v.  Citizens  Bank  of  Omaha 353 

2.  Computation  of  Time.  In  such  case,  In  determining  the 
period  of  his  absence  from  the  state  within  the  meaning 
of  said  section,  it  is  not  proper  to  reckon  the  aggregate  num- 
ber of  hours  during  which  he  la  out  of  the  state,  but,  where 
It  appears  that  he  came  regularly  to  his  office  In  the  state 
each  working  day  of  the  year  except  for  a  brief  annual 
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vacation.  If  tbe  aggregate  of  such  vacations  and  of  tbe  days 
on  which  ho  did  not  come  to  his  office  does  not  extend  the 
statutory  period  of  limitation  to  or  beyond  the  date  of  suit, 
tbe  cause  of  action  Is  barred.    Idem. 

3.  Fraudulent  Conveyances:  Want  op  Knowledge:  Pleading. 
When  an  action  1b  brought  to  set  aside  a  fraudulent  convey- 
ance more  than  four  years  after  tbe  date  of  the  conveyance. 
It  Is  Incumbent  on  tbe  plaintiff  to  show  himself  within  the 
exception  that  gives  additional  time,  on  account  of  tbe 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  transaction,  by  stringent  rules  of 
pleading  and  evidence.    Westervelt  v.  Filter 731 

4.  Pleading  Toll  of  the  Statute.  The  same  stringent  rule  of 
pleading  and  proof  is  required  to  toll  the  statute  for  want  of 
capacity  to  bring  the  action  as  is  required  to  toll  It  for  want 
of  knowledge  of  tbe  fraud.    Idem. 

5.  Waiver.  Question  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  If  not  raised 
In  any  manner  In  the  lower  court,  will  be  deemed  waived  and 
not  considered  here.    Omaha  Carpet  Co.  v.  Clapp 408 

6.  When  Begins  to  Bun.  The  statute  of  limitations  does  not 
begin  to  run  until  a  right  of  action  has  accrued.  Brown  v. 
Silver 164 

LIS  PENDENS.    See  Chattel  Mortgages,  2. 

LOST  INSTHUMENTS. 

Lost  Instruments:  Pleading  Man  iter  of  Losing.  In  an  action 
upon  a  lost  instrument  it  Is  not  necessary  to  allege  the  man- 
ner In  which  the  Instrument  was  lost.    Storey  v.  Kerr 668 

MANDAMUS. 

1.  Against  "Advertising"  Fond:  Pleading:  Monet  m  Fund: 
Counties.  When  an  application  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  and 
the  alternative  writ  to  require  the  chairman  of  the  county 
commissioners  to  sign  a  warrant  drawn  against  an  "adver- 
tising" fund  contain  no  allegation  of  money  in  tbe  treasury 
or  tax  levied,  or  appropriation,  for  such  fund,  they  state  no 
cause  of  action.    Patterson  v.  State 766 

2.  Appeal  and  Error:  Adequate  Remedy  at  Law:  Statutes, 
An  ultimate  right  of  review  by  error  or  appeal  Is  a  plain  and 
adequate  remedy  within  the  purview  of  section  646,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure.    State  v.  Westover 768 

3.  Authority  of  Lower  Court  Upon  Be  ve  real  of  Decree.  Where 
upon  appeal  to  this  court  the  judgment  of  the  trial  court  is 
reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings, 
the  trial  court  has  authority  to  take  such  further  action  In 
tbe  Interest  of  Justice  as  the  law  will  sanction  and  a  sound 
discretion  dictate  or  approve.  State  v.  District  Court  for 
Johnson  County  385 
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4.  Discretionary  Power,  Control  of.  This  court  will  not,  by 
mandamus,  undertake  to  control  tie  discretionary  powers  of 
another  tribunal.    Idem. 

5.  Vacation  of  Order  Setting  Aside  Decree:  Appeal  and 
Eceuh.  As  an  order  setting  aside  a  decree  and  granting  a 
new  trial,  made  wltbout  Jurisdiction,  may  be  reviewed  on 
error  or  appeal  as  noon  as  it  results  in  a  new  decree,  a  writ 
ot  mandamus  will  not  Issue  to  compel  vacation  ot  such  order 
and  reinstatement  of  the  original  decree.    State  v.  Westaver.  768 

6.  When  Will  Lie.  Mandamus  will  He  to  control  the  action 
of  the  state  printing  board  in  awarding  contracts  for  atate 
printing  to  tbe  lowest  and  best  bidder.     Marsh  v.  State 372 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT. 

Contract,  Breach  of:  Quantum  Meruit.  Where  a  party  hires 
himself  to  another  for  a  fixed  period,  and  leaves  the  service 
before  the  expiration  of  his  term,  though  without  fault  on 
the  part  of  the  employer,  he  may  recover  the  value  of  the 
services  as  upon  quantum  meruit,  less  such  damages  as  the 
employer  may  have  sustained  by  the  breach  of  the  contract. 

Miirphy  v.  Sampson 297 

MECHANICS'  LIENS. 

Limitation  of  Actions:  Presumptions.  Where  the  ttems  con- 
stituting a  mechanic's  Hen  show  that  more  than  four  months 
have  Intervened  between  the  dates  of  performing  the  ser- 
vice or  furnishing  the  material  It  raises  the  presumption  that 
the  work  was  performed  or  the  materials  were  furnished 
under  separate  contracts,  but  this  presumption  Is  overcome 
by  proof  that  there  was  but  one  contract  covering  the  whole. 

Cornell  v.  Kime 478 

ME  JGTtANDA.    See  Evidence,  9. 
MISCONDUCT.    See  Trial,  13-15, 

MISTAKE. .  See  Account  Stated.    Counties.  1.    Executors  and 
Administrators,  4.    Judicial  Sales,  1.    Mortoaues,  17,  61. 
Officers,  1-3, 
MORTGAGES.    See  Appeal  and  Error,  15,  86.    Buh.iunq  and  Loan 
Associations,  11.     Exceptions,  Bill  of,  4.     Homestead, 
4.    Judicial  Sales,  13.    Principal  and  Agent,  12.  13.    Tax- 
ation, 3,   18.     Usury,   3.     Wills,   10.     Writ  of  Assist- 
akce,  2. 
1.  Acknowledgment:     Disqualification   op  Officer:     Public 
Policy.    On  the  grounds  of  public  policy  an  officer  is  dis- 
qualified from  taking  tbe  acknowledgment  of  a  mortgage 
given  to  secure  an  Indebtedness,  evidenced  by  a  note,  of 
which  he  Is  the  real  owner.    Hedbloom  v.  Pienon 799 
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2.  Assignments:  Release:  Good-Faith  Purchaser.  Where 
the  mortgage  debt  has  been  assigned,  a  purchaser  In  good 
faith  without  notice  of  the  assignment  will  be  protected  by 
a  release  of  the  mortgage  executed  by  the  original  mort- 
gagee. Whipple  v.  Fowler,  41  Neb.,  675.  Cheshire  Provident 
Institution  v.  Gibson D92 

S. :    Satisfaction  :   Noncx  to  Subsequent  Mobtoacee  ob 

Purchaser.  A  satisfaction  entered  on  the  record  by  a  mort- 
gagee, after  he  has  sold  and  delivered  the  notes  secured  by 
the  mortgage  to  a  third  party,  will  protect  a  subsequent 
mortgagee  In  good  faith,  or  bona  fide  purchaser,  of  the  mort- 
gaged premises,  in  case  he  had  no  notice  at  the  date  of  the 
purchase,  or  the  payment  of  the  consideration,  that  the  debt 
was  assigned,  or  was  unpaid,  or  that  the  release  was  un- 
authorized. Whipple  v.  Fowler,  41  Neb.,  676.  followed. 
Columbia  Vat.  Bank  v.  Marshall • 790 

4.  Foreclosure:  "Action  at  Law":  Evidence  Insufficient. 
Evidence  examined,  and  held  Insufficient  to  sustain  a  finding 
that  no  proceedings  at  law  had  been  had  for  the  recovery  of 
the  mortgage  debt.  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Int.  Co.  v. 
8ntUh 638 

6. :   :   Pleading:  Evidence.    Where  there  is  some 

evidence  tending  to  support  the  allegation  of  no  proceedings 
at  law  In  a  foreclosure  suit,  and  no  counter-showing  at- 
tempted, decree  of  foreclosure  will  be  affirmed.  Brown  v. 
Collins 149 

6.  :     Affidavit    of    Publication    Filed    Arc  eh    Sale: 

Prejudice.  A  sheriff  made  a  sale  under  a  decree  of  foreclos- 
ure, and  did  not  file  with  his  return  the  affidavit  of  the  pub- 
lisher showing  due  publication  of  the  notice  of  such  sale 
until  the  day  after  It  actually  took  place.  Held,  Not  prejudi- 
cial to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagor  or  owner  of  the  land. 
Nash  v.  Wilkinson 22S 

7. :    Affirmed.    Baxter  v.  Schmltz 591 

Real  Estate  Trust  Company  of  Philadelphia  v.  Fawell 73S 

0O«>  v.  Gahlon 819 

8.  :    Appeal:    Supersedeas.    A  supersedess  bond  given 

by  the  defendant  in  a  foreclosure  proceeding  will  not  operate 
to  stay  a  sale  under  the  decree  unless  the  defendant  has 
perfected  his  appeal  within  the  time  required  by  Statute. 
Magruder  v.  Kittle 418 

t.  :     Appraisal:     Conclusiveness.     The   appraisers   are 

by  statute  a  summary  tribunal  to  fix  such  price,  and  their 
action  when  duly  taken  under  the  statute  can  be  impeached 
for  fraud  alone.    Pearson  v.  Badger  Lumber  Co 251 
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10.  :    :    Deduction  or  Liens.     The  deduction  of 

prior  Hens  in  appraising  lands  for  judicial  sale  being  for  the 
benefit  of  the  creditor,  the  owner  of  the  lands  is  not  preju- 
diced by  failure  to  deduct  Hens  and  may  not  complain 
thereof.    Wright  v.  Patrick 695 

11. :  :  Ebrob  in:  Effect.  Ad  error.  Id  apprais- 
ing real  estate  for  Judicial  sale,  whereby  a  deduction  la  made 
for  liens  that  have  been  satisfied  or  merged  Id  the  decree, 
Is  error  without  prejudice,  where  the  property  sold  for  more 
than  two-thirds  Its  gross  valuation.     Sanford  v.  Anderson. .   31S 

12. :    t    Filing  Copy.     The  filing  with  the  clerk  of 

the  court  of  a  substantially  correct  copy  of  appraisement  of 
real  estate  for  a  Judicial  sale,  la  sufficient.  Northwestern 
College  v.  Bohreck 484 

13. :  :  :  "Fobthwtth":  Statutes.  "Forth- 
with," as  used  in  section  491*  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
means  as  soon  as  with  reasonable  dispatch  In  the  ordinary 
course  of  business  it  can  be  done.     Hubbard  v.  Hennessey.  .   S16 

14.  :   :    :    Time  of:    Sheriff's  Return.    The 

fact  that  the  copy  of  the  appraisement  was  Dot  filed  until 
the  fourth  day  following  the  one  on  which  It  was  made, 
does  not  of  Itself  show  that  the  sheriff's  return  that  he  filed 
It  "forthwith"  Is  incorrect    Idem. 

15,  :  :    Fraud:   Evidence.    Evidence  examined,  and 

held  to  show  that  the  appraisement  of  the  property  was  not 
SO  low  as  to  raise  a  presumption  of  fraud,  and,  further,  to 
be  insufficient  to  show  that  the  appraisers  were  not  disin- 
terested freeholders.    Stafford  v.  Harmon 628 

16. :  :  :  Presumption:  Value.  An  ap- 
praisement objected  to  on  the  ground  that  it  is  fraudulent, 
where  no  actual  fraud  Is  shown,  must  be  supported  by  evi- 
dence as  to  value,  between  which  and  the  appraised  value 
the  discrepancy  is  so  great  as  to  raise  a  presumption  of 
fraud;  otherwise  the  objection  can  not  be  sustained.  /ones 
v.  Cleary 541 

17. :    :    Mistake  rN  Valuation.    An  appraisement 

of  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  judicial  sale,  duly  made,  can 
not  be  assailed  on  the  sole  ground  that  the  appraisers  were 
mistaken  In  their  valuation  of  the  properly.    Taylor  v.  Reis,  633 

18. :   :    Objections.    "An  appraisement  duly  made 

of  real  estate  for  the  purpose  of  a  judicial  sale  can  not  be 
successfully  attacked  solely  on  the  ground  that  the  property 
has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  make  the  low  valuation  a 
successful  ground  of  attack  on  tbe  appraisement  it  must  be 
.  challenged  for  fraud."  Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick,  56  Neb.,  61. 
National  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Crandall 335 


.     Objections  to  the  appraisement 

of  real  estate  for  the  purpose  of  Judicial  sale  examined  and 
held,  under  the  record,  not  well  founded.  Dartmouth  Boo- 
ing* Bonk  v.  Foley  469 

). :    :    .    Objections  to  an  appralaement  of 

real  estate,  offered  for  Bale  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure, 
to  be  available  must  be  made  before  sale.    Simpson  it.  Snook,  412 

Banford  v.  Anderson 315 

Btein  v.  Parrotte 351 

.MeKinney  v.  Glass burn 615 

Potter  v.  Lynch 798 

Roberta  v.  Route 66U 

1. :   :    Purpose.    The  purpose  of  an  appraisement 

of  real  estate  for  Judicial  sale  Is  to  fix  a  price  below  two- 
thlrds  of  which  no  bids  will  be  received.  Pearson  v.  Badger 
Lumber  Co. 251 

2. :  :    Second  Sale.    Where  the  first  Judicial  sale 

Is  set  aside  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  proceed  to  sell 
without  a  new  appraisement,  unless  such  appraisement  has 
been  set  aside,  and  an  order  of  the  court  directing  bim  to 
sell  on  such  appraisement,  though  unnecessary,  is  not  error, 
M cKlnney  V.  Olassburn 615 

1, :  :  Valuation:  Pbaud.  Where  an  appraise- 
ment of  real  estate  has  been  duly  made  for  the  purpose  of 
Judicial  Bale,  It  can  not  be  successfully  attacked  solely  on  the 
ground  that  the  property  has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  use 
the  low  valuation  as  a  successful  basis  for  attacking  the  ap- 
praisement, it"  must  be  alleged  and  proved  that  it  was  fraud- 
ulent   Brown  v.  Fitepotrick,  56  Neb.,  61.    Idem. 

i, :    :    :    .     An  appraisement  duly 

made  of  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  a  Judicial  sale  can 
not  be  successfully  attacked  solely  on  the  ground  that  the 
property  has  been  appraised  too  low.  To  make  the  low 
valuation  a  successful  ground  of  attack  on  the  appraise- 
ment It  must  be  challenged  for  fraud.  Brown  v.  Fitzpatrick, 
56  Neb.,  61.    Hubbard  v.  Hennessey 816 

S.  ■:  Ceetificates  or  Liens:  Pbom  Treasures:  Pre- 
sumption. Where  tha  treasurer,  upon  due  application  by 
the  sheriff,  furnishes  two  certificates  of  the  amount  of  taxes 
due  upon  the  lands  to  be  sold,  the  later  certificate  will  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  correct    Wright  v.  Patrick 695 

B. :  :  Pbesukption  as  to  Time  of  Filino.    Where 

the  record  is  silent  as  to  the  time  of  filing  copies  of  the  cer- 
tificates of  liens.  It  will  be  presumed  that  they  were  duly 
and  regularly  filed.    Olark  v.  Wolf 290 
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27.  :    Confibmation  :    Appeal  f*m:    Affirmative  Euros. 

To  require  the  reversal  of  an  order  confirming  a  sale  of 
property  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  error  must  affirma- 
tively appear  from  the  record.    Stafford  v.  Harmon 528 

28.  :  — — -:  ■ — :  Affbaihal  of  Defendant's  Inter- 
est. A  defendant  appealing  from  an  order  confirming  a 
Judicial  sale  of  land  can  not  be  heard  to  complain  that  his 
Interest  was  not  singled  out  for  appraisement,  where  the 
appraisement  was  of  the  total  value  and  also  the  appraise- 
ment of  the  "defendant's  Interest."    Ramser  v.  Johnson 626 

29.  : :  Entry  of  Oboeu.  Where  an  order  is  en- 
tered on  the  records  of  the  court  and  a  party  appeals  there- 
from, It  will  not  be  reversed  on  the  ground  that  It  does  not 
affirmatively  appear  that  the  Judge  directed  the  clerk  to 
make  such  entry.    Hartsuff  v.  Hum 146 

SO. :   :    Objections.    It  Is  not  a  valid  objection  to 

the  confirmation  of  a  sale  of  real  estate  under  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  that  such  sate  was  made  more  than  sixty  days 
after  the  Issuance  of  the  order  of  sale.  Burkett  v.  Clark. 
46  Neb.,  466,  overruled,  to  the  ettent  that  it  conflicts  with 
the  foregoing.    Idem. 

81.  :    :    :    Assailing  Decree.    A  party  will 

not  be  permitted  to  assail  the  regularity  of  a  deoree  of  fore- 
closure by  objections  to  confirmation  of  a  sale  made  there- 
under.   Stein  v.  Parrotte 361 

-  32. :    :    :    Time  fob  Makino.    Objections  to 

the  confirmation  of  a  Judicial  sale  ma.de  and  filed  after  the 
sale  i  :-J  been  confirmed  will  not  be  considered.  The  proper 
practice  In  such  cases  is  by  motion  to  vacate  ant)  set  aside 
the  sale.    Gillespie  v.  Morsman 162 

33.  - — — — :    :    Regularity  Presumed.     Regularity  of  the 

trial  court  in  passing  upon  a  motion  to  confirm  a  sale  will 
be  presumed  until  overcome  by  affirmative  proof  in  the  rec- 
ord.   Jones  v.  Cleary 641 

84. :  ;    Sale  at  Chambers:    Jdbibdiction.    A  Judge 

at  chambers  has  Jurisdiction  to  pass  on  all  objections  to  the 
regularity  of  such  sale.  Including  objections  to  the  appraise- 
ment, and  in  making  the  order  of  confirmation  he  impliedly 
overrules  all  such  objections.    Hartsuff  v.  Hats 146 

36. :    :    Time  Obokr  of  Sale  Issued.     A  mortgagor 

In  a  foreclosure  proceeding  can  not  object  to  the  confirma- 
tion of  sale  because  the  order  of  sale  was  issued  before  Ihe 
priorities  of  the  different  lienors  had  been  determined,  as  he 
has  no  rights  involved  in  this  question.     Rutland   Savings 

Bank  v.  Pargeter  518 

Rutland  Savings  Bank  v.  O'Bryan , 61S 
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86. :    Debtor  and  Cbeditob:    Ovbrdilioence  or  Debtor.    A 

debtor  should  not  ordinarily  be  punished  for  overdlllgence  In 
meeting  bis  honest  obligations.  Union  Stock  Yards  Hat. 
Bank  v.  Haskell 839 

87.  :    Deficiency/:    Consent  to  Stat:   Release  or  Surety. 

An  extension  of  the  time  of  payment  by  agreement  between  ' 

ibe  creditor  and  his  debtor,  based  upon  a  consideration,  will 
release  the  guarantor,  unless  be  consents  to  such  extension. 
Hushton  v.  Dierlei  Lumber  Go ." 663 

38.  — — — :    :    Statutes,  Repeal  or.    The  repeal  of  aec- 

tlon  S47,  and  a  portion  of  848,  and  of  849  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  commonly  known  as  the  deficiency  judg- 
ment law,  in  no  manner  affected  the  rights  or  remedies  ex- 
isting in  an  action,  which  had  been  commenced  or  which 
were  incident  to  a  cause  of  action  which  had  accrued  and 
was  existing  at  the  time  of  the  taking  effect  of  such  repeal. 
Brayton  v.  Oakt 693 

89. :  :  .  The  act  of  18B7,  repealing  sec- 
tions 847  and  849  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  commonly 
known  as  the  deficiency  Judgment  law,  does  not  affect  the 
plaintiff's  right  to  have  a  deficiency  Judgment  entered  in  a 
foreclosure  suit,  on  a  cause  of  action  accruing  prior  to,  and 
existing  at  the  time  of,  such  repeal.    Merrill  v.  Miller 630 

40.  :    :    :    Actions  Pending.    The  repeal  of 

sections  847  and  849  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  (chapter 
95,  Session  Laws,  1897),  permitting  the  recovery  of  deficiency 
Judgments,  did  not  affect  actions  then  pending,  Hanxcom 
V.  Meyer,  60  Neb.,  68,  86  N.  W.  Rep.,  381,  followed.  Ruxhton 
v.  Dierk»  Lumber  Go 563 

41. :    :    :    Court  Mat  Authorize  Action  at 

Law.  Such  repeal  does  not  deprive  the  court  of  the  right  to 
authorize  the  prosecution  of  an  action  at  law,  on  the  note, 
to  recover  a  Judgment  for  a  deficiency,  after  foreclosure  pro- 
ceedings, where  the  right  of  action  had  accrued  and  existed 
at  the  time  the  repealing  act  took  effect.    Idem. 

42.  :  :   When  Rendered:   Statutes,    Under  section 

847  of  tbe  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  as  it  existed  before  Its 
repeal,  a  deficiency  Judgment  could  not  be  rendered  until 
the  mortgaged  property  had  been  exhausted  by  sale  and  con- 
firmation thereof.    Oarnahan  v.  Brewster 166 

43. :    Equity,  Setting  Aside  a  Sale  im.    Fixing  a  price 

by  the  appraisers  does  not  deprive  the  court  of  any  of  its 
equity  power  to  set  aside  a  sale  or  to  require  tbat  such  sale 
be  for  an  adequate  price.    Pearson  v.  Badger  Lumber  Co...  251 

44. :  Evidence  or  "Action  at  Law"  Sufticient.    Evidence 
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of  attorney.  In  whose  hands  note  and  mortgage  have  been 
since  maturity,  that  no  proceedings  at  law  have  been  had  on 
them  in  county  where  property  is  situated  and  where  defend- 
ants were  served  with  summons,  and  none  elsewhere  to  his 
knowledge,  Is  sufficient,  in  absence  of  all  contradiction,  to 
support  In  this  respect  a  decree  for  plaintiff.  Luce  v.  Boren- 
ten 760 

46. :    Evidence  Sufficient.    Evidence  examined  and  held 

sufficient  to  sustain  the  Judgment.    Stewart  <f  Co.  v.  Allen..  333 

48. :    .    Evidence  examined,  and  held  sufficient  to 

sustain  the  findings  of  the  trial  court    Smith  v.  Smith 665 

47. :    Extension  Agreement  Not  Pleaded.    An  extension 

agreement,  which  Is  not  pleaded  and  as  to  which  there  1b 
no  definite  evidence,  held  properly  disregarded.  Luce  v. 
Borenten  760 

48. :     iRBEGULABnTEs:    No  Injubt  Claimed.     A  sale  of 

real  estate  upon  a  decree  of  foreclosure  should  not  be  set 
a:ide  for  mere  Irregularities,  where  no  claim  Is  made  that 
the  complaining  party  has  been  Injured  thereby.  Jones  v. 
Mtiler $82 

40. :    Judgment  at  Law  After  Decbee  and  Repeal  of 

Statute.  An  action  at  law  can  not  be  maintained,  to  re- 
cover a  Judgment  for  any  portion  of  the  mortgage  debt  after 
a  decree  of  foreclosure  where  the  action  to  foreclose  the 
mortgage  had  been  commenced,  or  the  cause  of  action  there- 
for had  accrued  and  was  existing,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal 
of  the  law  commonly  known  as  the  deficiency  Judgment  law, 
without  an  order  of  the  court,  authorizing  the  prosecution 
thereof.    Brayton  «.  Oaks 693 

60. :    JuBisracnoN.     On  the  facts  stated,  held,  the  trial 

court  had  Jurisdiction  to  enter  the  decree  assailed.  San- 
ford  v.  Anderson 315 

61. :  Mistake  of  Date  of  Decbee  in  Ordeb  of  Sale.  Ob- 
jection that  order  of  sale  recited  a  wrong  date  of  decree  held 
Immaterial.    Colony  v.  Bittingsley 670 

62. :    Notice  of  Sale.     There  1b  no  requirement  or  the 

statute  that  the  notice  of  sale  under  a  decree  of  foreclosure 
■hall  contain  a  statement  that  the  sale  Is  to  be  made  under 
a  decree  of  foreclosure.    Banner  v.  Johnson 62B 

63.  :    Order  of  Sale  oe  Copt  of  Decree  as  AuTHOBirr  to 

Make  Sale.  A  decree  of  foreclosure  is  the  authority  of  the 
officer  to  proceed  to  sell  the  property  In  satisfaction  of  such 
decree,  and  neither  an  order  of  sale  nor  a  copy  of  the  decree 
In  his  hands  la  essential  for  the  exercise  of  such  authority. 
UcKinney  v.  Qhuiburn 616 
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64. :  Paett  n»  Interest:  Legal  Capacity  to  Sue:  Evi- 
dence tmnncniT.  Evidence  examined,  and  held  insnm- 
cleiit  to  sustain  the  Judgment  of  the  trial  court.  Michigan 
Mutual  Ufelns.  Co.  v.  Ktatt S70 

66. :    Pleading:   "Aotiof  at  Law."    That  no  proceedings 

at  law  have  been  had  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt,  is  a  ma- 
terial allegation  In  a  petition  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage, and  If  put  In  Issue  It  must  be  established  by  proof. 
Bolt  v.  Rust-Owen  lumber  Co 170 

66. :    r    .    That  no  proceedings  at  law  hare 

been  had  for  the  recovery  Of  the  debt  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage. Is  a  material  allegation  in  a  petition  for  the  foreclos- 
ure of  a  jnortgage  and  when  put  in  Issue  must  be  proved. 
Ailing  v.  Woodard 236 

67. :    :    :    Burden  of  Pboof.     In  a  suit  to 

foreclose  a  real  estate  mortgage  In  which  a  general  denial  is 
filed  the  burden  Is  upon  plaintiff  to  make  a  prima  facie  show- 
ing that  no  action  at  law  has  been  Instituted  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  debt    Hedbloom  V.  Pterson 799 

68. :    :    :    Evidence.     In  a  suit  to  foreclose 

a  real  estate  mortgage,  the  petition  must  allege  whether  any 
proceedings  at  law  have  been  had  for  the  recovery  of  the  debt 
or  any  part  thereof,  and  when  the  answer  Is  a  general  de- 
nial, there  can  be  no  recovery  In  the  absence  of  proof  sus- 
taining such  allegation  of  tbe  petition.  Jones  v.  Burtia,  67 
Neb.,  604,  followed.    Drury  v.  Roberts 574 

69. :    r    Case  Distinguished.     The  case  of  Grant 

v.  Clarke,  68  Neb.,  72,  distinguished.  Michigan  Mutual  Life 
In*.  Co.  v.  Klatt   872 

60. :    Publication  of  Notice  of  Sale.     Publication    of 

notice  of  sale  In  each  Issue  of  a  semi-weekly  paper  for  thirty 
days  Is  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  statutory  require- 
ments in  that  respect    Potter  v.  Lunch 798 

61.  :    Retubn  of  Ordeb  Within  Sixty  Days.    Failure  of 

the  sheriff  to  return  an  order  of  sale  pursuant  to  decree  of 
foreclosure  within  sixty  days  of  Its  Issuance  Is  no  sufficient 
reason  for  withholding  confirmation  of  a  sale  made  there- 
under.   Taylor  v.  Reis 633 

62. :   Rights  of  Second  Mobtoagee  Not  a  Party.    Q.  beld 

a  first  mortgage  and  D.  and  P.  a  second  mortgage  on  certain 
toan  lota.  G.  foreclosed  his  mortgage,  but  failed  to  make  D. 
and  F.  parties  to  the  action.  Prior  to  any  sale  under  the 
'  decree  of  foreclosure  D.  and  F.  procured  a  conveyance  of 
tbe  lots  from  the  owner  In  full  satisfaction  of  their  mort- 
gage and  went  into  possession.     Tbey  also  entered  Into  a 

66 
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verbal  agreement  with  Q,  by  the  terms  of  which  they  were 
to  pay  htm,  on  a  certain  specified  date  In  the  future,  the  full 
amount  of  his  decree,  together  with  costs  of  the  action  and 
the  attorney's  fee  therein  Incurred,  and  to  make  a  deed  to 
O.  conveying  to  him  the  lots  as  security  for  the  performance 
of  the  agreement  on  their  part,  G.  to  reconvey  to  them  when 
payment  was  made.  Held,  That  D.  and  F.,  not  being  made 
parties  to  the  action  of  foreclosure  instituted  by  G.,  had  a 
legal  right  to  redeem  from  his  mortgage  by  paying  the 
amount  of  his  decree,  and  that  the  agreement  above  set  out 
was  simply  an  agreement  to  give  D.  and  F.  the  right  to  re- 
deem on  the  terms  therein  mentioned  without  an  action 
brought  for  that  purpose  and  that  It  could  be  enforced  al- 
though not  in  writing.  The  defendant  in  his  answer  having 
admitted  the  agreement  as  claimed  by  the  plaintiffs,  has 
waived  the  statute  even  If  the  contract  was  obnoxious 
thereto.  Connor  v.  Hingtgen,  19  Neb.,  478.  Davis  v.  Green- 
wood   317 

63.  :     Sale  in  Gross:     Presumptions.     Selling  SOO  acres 

Of  land  in  gross,  where  It  is  one  farm  occupied  as  a  whole 
by  a  single  defendant,  will  not  be  presumed  erroneous. 
Potter  v.  Lynch 798 

64.  :     Sheriff's    Return:      Materiality    or    Publisher's 

Affidavit.  Where  the  sheriff's  return  of  a  sale  shows  a  suffi- 
cient notice  and  is  not  denied,  the  fact  that  the  printer's 
affidavit  was  made  before  notice  was  complete  and  falls  to 
state  fully  the  facts  as  to  a  legal  publication,  Is  not  ma- 
terial.   Northwestern  College  v.  Hchreck 484 

66.  r    :    Ton  or  Filing  Copt  at  Appraisal.    The 

fact  that  a  copy  of  appraisement  was  not  filed  until  the  day 
following  the  one  on  which  it  was  made  does  not  of  Itself 
show  that  the  sheriff's  return,  that  he  filed  It  forthwith,  Is 
Incorrect,    Idem. 

66. :    8WKAHIN8  Appraisers  by  Deputy.    A  certificate  that 

appraisers  were  sworn  by  the  sheriff  by  a  deputy,  Acid,  to 
sufficiently  indicate  that  the  deputy  performed  such  serv- 
ices.   National  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Crandall 33S 

S7.  :  Tim*  of  Holding  Sal*:  Notice:  Prejudice.  Ob- 
jection that  sale  was  by  standard  time  and  no  mention  made 
of  that  fact  In  notice  held  to  show  no  ground  for  setting 
aside  sale  where  no  prejudice  appears  and  sale  was  held 
open  one  hour.     Colony  v.  Billingsley 670 

68.  Interest:  Pleading  Insufficient.  Petition  examined,  and 
held  that  the  demurrer  thereto  was  properly  sustained. 
Hansen  v.  Mortensen 229 
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69.  Payment:  Evidence  Suffictent.  The  evidence  examined, 
and  held  sufficient  to  sustain  the  decree  of  the  trial  court. 
Boyd  v.  Pape 859 

70.  :    To  Aoent  Sufficient:    Cancellation.     When  the 

money  for  the  payment  of  a  note  secured  by  mortgage  has 

reached  the  hands  of  an  agent  authorized  to  collect  It,  the 

debt  Is  paid,  and  the  mortgagor  la  entitled  to  have  the 
mortgage,  given  to  secure  the  debt,  canceled.    Idem. 

71.  Bight  to  Release  Disputed:  Liability  op  Mortoaqee.  A 
mortgagee  ia  not  liable  for  a  failure  or  refusal  to  release 
a  mortgage,  when  the  right  of  the  person  demanding  such 
release  is  a  disputed  question.  ■  Bttllivan  Savings  Institution 

v.  Bharp 800 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS.    See  Judqment.  10. 

1.  Notice:  Presumptions:  Instructions.  Instructions  as  a 
whole  held  to  properly  aubmit  the  question  of  presumption 

of  notice  of  defects  in  sidewalk.    City  of  Lincoln  v.  Maya. .  804 

2.  :    To  What  Persons.    Instruction  that  notice  to  "any 

of  the  municipal  authorities"  was  sufficient,  and  not  prejudi- 
cial, where  no  evidence  was  introduced  or  tendered  of  no- 
tice to  any  but  the  street  commissioner  and  the  sidewalk 
inspector,  and  jury  were  cautioned  to  find  no  notice  except 
as  shown  by  the  evidence,    idem. 

3.  Personal  In  juries :  Notice:  Description:  Statutes.  Notice' 
that  an  injury  occurred  on  the  sidewalk  along  the  east  side 
of  block  51,  between  two  named  streets,  is,  in  the  absence 
of  any  demand  for  more  definite  location,  a  sufficient  loca- 
tion of  the  place  In  a  notice  to  the  city  under  section  36, 
article  1  of  chapter  13a,  Compiled  Statutes,  1897.     Idem. 

4.  :    Presumptions:    Evidence.    Evidence  held  sufficient 

to  warrant  submlaslon  to  the  jury  of  questions  whether  the 
defects  In  the  sidewalk  were  so  obvious  and  of  so  long  con- 
tinuance as  to  warrant  presumption  of  notice.    Idem. 

5.  Street  Paving:  Curbinq  and  Qutterinq:  Cost.  Under  the 
act  of  1887,  when  the  city  has  ordered  a  street  paved,  it  may 
curb  and  gutter  the  same  and  make  the  expense  thereof  a 
legal  charge  upon  the  abutting  real  estate.  Orr  v.  City  of 
Omaha  '. 771 

6.  :    With  aito  Without  Petition:    Cost.     The  act  of 

1887  Incorporating  metropolitan  cities  authorized  any  such 
city  to  pave  any  street,  alley  or  avenue  within  Its  limits 
either  with  or  without  a  petition  of  the  property  owners 
representing  a  majority  of  the  feet-frontage  abutting  on  such 
street,  alley  or  avenue;  but  without  such  petition  the  city 
could  not  make  the  cost  of  the  paving  a  charge  against  the 
■hutting  property.    Idem. 


NEGLIGENCE.     Sea  Contracts,  3.    Fires,  2. 

NEW  TRIAL.    See  Appeal  and  Erroh.  8,  49,  80,  86-88. 

Motion  for:  Courts:  Action  by  Judge  Other  than  One  Who 
Tried  Case.  A  court  presided  over  by  the  successor  of  a  de- 
ceased Judge  baa  authority  to  grant  or  deny  a  motion  (or  a 
new  trial  In  a  case  tried  by  the  deceased  while  In  office. 
Union  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Loticay 348 

NOTICE.     See  Bills  and  Notes,  5.    Chattel  Mortgages,  3.    Cor- 
porations, 3,  4.    Counties,  4.     Judgment,  6.     Mortgages, 
62,  60,  67.    Municipal  Corporation b,  1-4.     Phincipal  and 
Agent,  8.    Quieting  Title,  4.    Receives,  2. 
NTJNC  PRO  TUNC.    See  Courts,  6. 

OCCUPATION.    See  Eminent  Domain,  2.    Homestead,  3,  6. 
OPPICEBS. 

1.  County  Clerk:  Apportioning  Rah.road  Property:  Liability 
for  Mistake:  Statutes.  The  duty  imr.csed  upon  the  county 
clerk  by  section  86,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes, 
of  apportioning  railroad  property  among  the  several  school 
districts  for  purposes  of  taxation  is  one  owing  to  the  public 
only;  hence  a  county  clerk  is  not  personally  liable  to  a 
school  district  for  an  honest  mistake    n  the  apportionment 

BchOOl  District  V.  Burrest G64 

,  2.  :  Levying  Tax  a  Public  Duty:  Mistake:  Stat- 
utes. The  like  duty  Imposed  upon  the  county  clerk  by  sec- 
tion 77,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  is  one  owing 
to  the  public  only;  hence  a  county  clerk  who  by  mistake 
omits  to  levy  the  tax  reported  In  accordance  with  said  sec- 
tion is  not  personally  liable  to  the  school  district.    Idem. 

3.  County  Commissioners:  Levying.  Tax  a  Public  Duty: 
Mistake:  Statutes.  The  duty  imposed  upon  county  com- 
missioners under  section  11,  subdivision  2,  chapter  79,  Com- 
piled Statutes,  of  levying  the  tax  voted  by  a  school  district 
meeting  and  certified  by  the  district  board  is  one  owing  to 
the  public  only,  and  county  commissioners  who  in  good 
faith  but  by  mistake  levy  a  less  tax  than  that  voted  are  not 
personally  liable  to  the  school  district    Idem. 

4.  Duty  to  Public:  Action  by  Individual.  An  individual  has 
no  right  of  action  against  &  public  officer  for  breach  of  a 
duty  owing  to  the  public  only,  even  though  such  individual 
Is  specially.  Injured  thereby.    Idem. 

G.  Duty  to  Public  and  Individual:  Right  of  Individual: 
Meabure  of  Damages.  Where  the  duty  of  levying  a  tax  la 
owing  to  some  individual,  as  well  as  to  the  public,  as  in 
cases  where  the  levy  is  directed  by  a  court  of  competent 
Jurisdiction  for  payment  of  a  Judgment,  the  measure  of  dam- 


age  Is  not  the  amount  of  the  tax  which  should  have  been 
raised,  bnt  only  such  actual  damages  as  the  Individual  en- 
titled to  recover  has  sustained,  such  as  the  expense  Incident 
to  procuring  the  tax  to  be  raised  and  any  Impairment  of  hie 
claim  by  reason  of  failure  to  levy.  Idem. 
8.  Presumption  as  to  Duty.  It  is  the  presumption  of  lav  that 
all  officials  have  done  their  duty  until  the  contrary  is  shown. 
Brown  v.  SeUley 69 

PASTEBB.    See  Appeal  and  Bason,  10,  92.    Appearance.    Banks 

Aim  Banking,  1.  Bills  and  Notes,  9.  Corporations,  2. 
Evidence,  14.  Mortgages,  54,  68.  Receiveb,  2.  Tbial, 
18.    Witnesses,  6. 

PAJcTlTlON. 

■alas:  Exemption  of  Phoceeiih.  Proceeds  of  a  partition  sale  of 
real  estate  cannot  be  claimed  ss  exempt  personal  property 
against  one  who  had  and  has  taken  proper  steps  In  the  par- 
tition proceedings  to  enforce  a  judgment  Hen  against  the 

land  partitioned,    fir  at  Hat.  Bank  of  Albion  v.  Snyder ISA 

P ASTUTE  KflHIP.     See  Set-Off  and  Counteb-Claim. 

Liability  of  Partner:  Submission  to  Juby:  Evidence.  Evi- 
dence examined,  and  held  sufficient  to  require  submission  to 
the  Jury  of  questions  of  liability  on  the  part  of  defendant 
In  error,  as  partner.  Is  the  purchase  of  the  goods  for  whose 
price  the  action  was  brought;  and  action  of  trial  court  In 
instructing  for  verdict  for  defendant  therefore  erroneous. 
Bwofford  Bros.  Dry  Good*  Co.  v.  (Jowgill 264 

PAYMENT.    See  Banks  and  Banking,  4,  5,  S.    Bills  and  Notes,  6. 

builninq  and  loan  associations,  5,  8.     contracts,  12. 

Garnishment,  4.     Mortgages,  69,  70.     Pleading,  11,   12. 

Pbjnihpal  and  Agent,  7, 14,  15. 

PENALTY.    See  Sheriffs  and  Constables,  3.    Usuby,  4. 

PERSONAL   INJURIES.      See   Damages,   6,   6.      Municipal   Cob- 
poeationb,  8,  4.    Railroads,  1,  3,  4.  * 

PLEADING.    See  Appeal  and  Error,  93-95.    Banks  and  Banking, 
8.    Coktbacts,  16, 19.    Damages,  7.    Estoppel,  1.    Husband 
and  Wm,  1.    Judgment,  4,  5,  11.    Landlord  and  Tenant, 
12.    Limitation  op  Actions,  3,  4.    Lost  Instrument.    Man- 
damus, 1.    Mortgages,  5,  47,  55-59,  68.    Receives,  3,  4.    Re- 
plevin, 2,  8,  10,  11.    Taxation,  10.     Tbial,  6,  7.    Usury, 
8,  6,  6. 
L  Amending  to  Conform  to  Proof.    It  Is  not  error  by  a  district 
court  to  deny  an  application  for  leave  to  amend  a  petition  to 
conform  to  the  facts  proved  in  a  case  in  which  he  finds. 
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from  sufficient  evidence,  that  the  facte  Bought  to  be  pleaded 
hare  not  been  proved.     Dufrena  v.  Anderson 813 

2.  Answer  Filed  Out  of  Time:  SnUKOTQ  ROM  Fn.es:  Preju- 
dice. Striking  an  answer  from  the  flies  because  filed  out  of 
time,  where  It  was  filed  before  the  third  Monday  after  fifty 
days  from  the  judgment  appealed  from.  Is  error  without 
prejudice  where  defendant  has  no  standing  In  court  and  no 
right  to  Insist  on  any  defense.    Jenkins  v.  Hyatt 718 

3.  Construction  After  Judgment.  When  a  petition  Is  not 
assailed  until  after  judgment,  It  will  be  liberally  construed 

so  as  to  be  sustained,  if  possible.    Brown  v.  Hebley 69 

Marsh  v.  State 372 

4.  Contracts:  Allegation  of  Pebfobmahce.  A  petition,  based 
on  a  contract  which  fails  to  allege  performance  on  the  part 
of  the  plaintiff,  or  facta  showing  a  valid  excuse  for  non- 
performance, is  fatally  defective.    Deerino  if  Co.  v.  Claypool,  520 

5.  Corporate  Capacity.  At  common  law  a  corporation  may  sue 
and  be  sued  In  Its  corporate  name  without  an  averment  of 
lta  corporate  capacity,  and  the  provisions  of  our  Code  have 
not  changed  the  common  law  rule  In  that  regard.  Loan  A 
Tnut  Savings  Bank  v.  Stoddard  483 

6.  Demurrer  to  Answer  Overruled:  Dismissal  Upon  Failure 
to  Plkad.  In  an  action  for  an  accounting,  wherein  the  an- 
swer In  addition  to  a  general  denial  pleads  a  final  settlement 
between  the  parties,  and  plaintiff  demurs  to  such  answer  on 
the  ground  that  it  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute 
a  defense,  and  after  an  adverse  ruling  elects  to  stand  on 
bin  demurrer,  refusing  to  plead  further,  a  judgment  of  dis- 
missal by  the  trial  court  Is  proper.    Brown  v.  Houghton. . .  425 

7.  Denial  of  "Material  Allegation":  Waives.  A  married 
woman  held  title  to  certain  real  estate  and  a  judgment  cred- 
itor of  her  husband  filed  a  bill  to  subject  the  property  to 
the  payment  of  his  judgment.  The  answer  among  other 
allegations  contained  the  following:  "Defendant  denies 
every  material  allegation  of  the  petition."  Held,  That  as 
the  plaintiff  did  not  In  any  manner  question  the  sufficiency 
of  this  answer  In  the  district  court  he  could  not,  on  appeal, 
treat  It  as  Insufficient,  or  as  confessing  the  allegations  of 
the  petition.    Doering  v.  Kohout  436,  438 

8.  Denial  Treated  as  Admission.  A  denial  of  specified  aver- 
ments "as  alleged  in  plaintiff's  petition"  will  be  treated  as 

an  admission  thereof.     Storey  v.  Kerr 688 

S.  General  Denial  In  Beply  Sufficient.  A  reply  denying  "each 
and  every  allegation  of  new  matter"  contained  In  the  an- 
swer, while  vulnerable  to  a  motion  for  a  mora  definite  and 
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certain  denial.  If  not  bo  assailed.  Is  sufficient  to  put  In  Issue 
the  affirmative  matters  contained  In  the  answer.  City  of 
Crete  v.  Hendricks 847 

10.  Material  Fact:  Omission:  Presumption.  A  material  fact, 
If  not  alleged,  is  presumed  not  to  exist  sailings  v.  Van 
AIsHne 684 

11.  Overpayment:  Sufficiency  After  Verdict.  Allegation  that 
certain  payments  made  at  defendant's  special  Instance  and 
request  as  Interest  on  a  loan  were  In  excess  of  the  amount 
due,  and  made  without  any  knowledge  of  that  fact,  suffi- 
ciently indicates  a  payment  by  mistake  to  support  a  verdict, 
rendered  upon  sufficient  evidence,  for  the  plaintiff.    Garrison 

V.  Murphy 696 

12.  Part  Payment  by  Third  Party:  Petition  Insufficient. 
The  facts  stated  in  the  petition  set  out  in  the  opinion,  held. 
Insufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action.  Omaha  Brewing 
Ass'n  v.  Tillenburg  280 

13.  Reply,  Failure  to  File:  Waiter  bt  Trial.  Where  the  par- 
ties to  an  action  enter  upon  a  trial  and  treat  the  allegations 
Of  new  matter  alleged  in  the  answer  as  denied,  this  court 
will  also  treat  It  so  notwithstanding  no  reply  appears  in  the 
record.     Loan  d  Trust  Savings  Bank  V.  Stoddard 486 

14.  Several  Causes  of  Action:  Verdict  Upon  Each:  Validity. 
Where  several  causes  of  action  are  set  up  In  the  petition  a 
separate  verdict  upon  each  Is  not  Improper.  Schmurk.  v. 
Ifil! 79 

POSSESSION.  See  Chattel  Mortgages,  4.  Replevin,  10,  12. 
Trespass. 

PRACTICE.    See  Exceptions,  Bill  or,  6. 

PREJUDICE.  See  Appeal  and  Error,  57,  68,  69.  72.  77,  78.  Mort- 
gages, 6,  67.  Pleading,  2.  Replevin,  4.  Trial,  13. 
Wills,  9, 

PRESUMPTIONS.  See  Appeal,  and  Error,  61,  96.  Bills  and 
Notes,  8.  Courts,  2,  G.  Evidence,  7.  Fraud.  Mechanics' 
Liens.  Mobtoaoeb,  25,  26,  33,  63.  Municipal  Corporations, 
1,  4.     Officebs,  6.     Pleading,  10.    Replevin,  9.     Usury,  4. 

PRINCIPAL  AND  AGENT.    See  Garnishment,  1. 

1.  Affirmed.    Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Bicknell 770 

2.  Reversed.     Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Court  nay 789 

8.  Agency  Established:  Evidence  Sufficient.  Evidence  ex- 
amined and  ft  eld  to  support  the  findings  of  the  trial  court. 

Harrison  Nat.  Bank  of  Cadiz  v.  Williams 400 

Lebanon  Savings  Bank  v.  Blanke 403 
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4.  Agent,  Ostensible  Authority  of.  Ostensible  authority  to 
act  as  agent  may  be  conferred  If  the  party  to  be  charged  as 
principal  affirmatively  or  intentionally,  or  by  lack  of  ordi- 
nary care,  causes  or  allows  third  persons  to  trust  and  act 
upon  such  apparent  agency.  Thompson  v.  Bhelton,  49  Neb., 
644,  and  Phanix  Insurance  Co.  v.  Walter,  51  Neb.,  1S2,  fol- 
lowed.   Harrison  Nat.  Bank  of  Cadis  v.  Williams 400 

Lebanon  Savings  Bank  v.  Blanks 403 

5.  Bills  and  Notes:  Collection  of  Principal:  Authority  for. 
The  fact  that  the  money  to  pay  Interest  coupons  has  bcia 
paid  to  a  person  who  sent  the  same  to  ilie  original  mort- 
gagee at  the  place  of  payment;  that  it  was  sent  to  the  owner 
of  the  note  and  mortgage,  wbo  returned  the  paid  coupons 
to  the  mortgagee,  who  in  turn  sent  them  to  the  person  to 
whom  the  money  was  paid,  to  be  delivered  to  the  mort- 
gagor, Is  not  sufficient  ground  to  infer  that  such  person 
has  authority  to  collect  the  principal  sum,  where  the  evi- 
dences of  Indebtedness  are  not,  and  have  not  been,  in  his 
possession.    Lay  v.  Honey  749 

6.  :    :    Evidence  of  Agsscy.    Evidence  examined, 

and  held  not  sufficient  to  show  that  F.  was  the  agent  of  the 
pledgee  of  the  note  to  collect  the  principal  of  the  debt  Con- 
necticut Trust  rf  Safe  Deposit  Co.  V.  Trumbo 860 

7.  :    Payment  to  Agent.    When  payment  is  made  to  the 

agent  of  the  bolder  of  a  negotiable  promissory  note  and  the 
authority  of  such  agent  to  receive  suc-ii  payment  is  fully 
established  by  competent  evidence,  such  payment  is  binding 
on  the  holder  of  the  note,  although  the  agent  did  not  have 
the  note  In  bis  possession  at  the  time  of  such  payment. 
Union  Stock  Yards  Nat.  Bank  v.  Haskell S39 

8.  Knowledge  by  Agent:  Effect  on  Principal.  Notice  to  or 
knowledge  by  an  agent  Is  imputed  to  his  principal  in  those 
cases  only  In  which  It  is  his  duty  to  act  upon  it,  or  to  com- 
municate it  to  his  employer,  in  the  proper  discharge  of  his 
trust  as  such  agent,  and  It  possesses  that  character  In  those 
cases  only  In  which  it  has  a  direct  relation  to  the  act  or  busi- 
ness which  the-agent  la  employed  to  do.  Haraardine,  Mo- 
Eettrick  Dry  Goods  Co.  v.  Krug 52 

9.  Estopjiul  of  Principal.  Where  a  principal  has  by  bis  vol- 
untary act  placed  an  agent  In  such  a  situation  that  a  person 
of  ordinary  prudence  conversant  with  business  usages  and 
the  nature  of  the  particular  business  Is  Justified  in  presum- 
ing that  such  agent  has  authority  to  perform  a  particular 
act,  and  therefore  deals  with  the  agent,  the  principal  is 
estopped  as  against  such  third  person  from  denying  the 
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agent's  authority.    Holt  v.  Schneider,  67  Neb.,  523,  followed. 

fforriwn  Hat.  Bank  of  Cadiz  v.  William* 400 

Lebanon  Booing*  Bank  v.  Blanks 403 

10.  Evidence  of  Agency  Insufficient.  *  Evidence  examined  and 
held  not  sufficient  to  show  authority  on  the  part  of  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  money  was  paid,  to  collect  the  same.    Lay 

v.  Honey 749 

11.  Evidence  Insufficient:  Authority  op  Aoent  to  Coij^ct. 
Evidence  examined,  and  found  Insufficient  to  sustain  the 
findings  and  Judgment  of  the  trial  court  Dewey  v.  Brad- 
ford    38S 

13.  Kortgages:  Authority  to  Com.''  *  Pbincdml.  "The  fact 
that  a  person,  or  company.  Is  authorized  to  receive  the  In- 
stallments of  Interest  which  become  due  on  a  mortgage, 
note  or  bond  Is  not  sufficient  ground  from  which  to  Infer 
that  the  authority  also  exists  to  collect  or  receive  the  prin- 
cipal eum,  if  the  evidences  of  the  Indebtedness  are  not  and 
have  not  been  In  the  possession  of  such  person  or  company." 
Richard*  v.  Waller,  49  Neb.,  639.     Idem. 

18. :    Payment  to  Agent.     Payment  of  a  mortgage  debt 

to  the  agent  of  an  undisclosed  principal  will  extinguish  the 
debt    Ohethire  Provident  Institution  v.  Gibson 392 

14.  Payment  of  Note  to  Third  Person:  Btjhoen  of  Proof  or 
Agency.  One  who  makes  payment  of  a  promissory  note  to 
a  person,  not  the  owner  of  the  note,  and  not  In  possession 
of  It,  at  a  place  other  than  the  place  of  payment  designated 
therein,  assumes  the  burden  of  proving  that  the  party  to 
whom  payment  was  made  was  empowered  to  collect  the 
money.    Lay  v.  Honey  749 

IB.  Payment  to  Agent:  Evidence  SuvricrsNT.  Evidence  ex- 
amlned,  and  field  to  sustain  the  finding  and  Judgment  of  the 
trial  court    Cheshire  Provident  Institution  v.  Oibton 892 

16.  Third  Persona,  Bights  of.  The  appointment  of  a  "general 
agent"  carries  on  lis  face  general  authority  to  act  for  and 
bind  the  principal  tn  the  line  of  the  principal's  business. 
Hence,  as  to  persons  who  deal  with  such  an  agent  In  good 
faith  without  notice  of  the  exact  limits  of  his  authority,  the 
principal  will  be  bound  by  his  acts  within  the  scope  of  his 
apparent   authority.      Fidelity   <C    Casualty   Co.   V.   Field   d 

Brawn 442 

PRINCIPAL  AND  SURETY .    See  Mobtoaoes,  87. 

Replevin  Bond:  Liabuitt.  The  condition  of  a  replevin  un- 
dertaking being  that  the  plaintiff  would  pay  all  "damages 
and  costs"  which  should  be  "awarded  agafust  him,"  the 
surety  may  be  held  for  costs  recovered  by  the  defendant  tn 
replevin  although  the  latter  may  not  have  paid  them.  Camp- 
bell v.  Lame 63 


PRIORITIES.     See  Landlord  and  Tenant,  9.    Taxation,  3,  13,  14. 
PROCESS.    See  Garnishment,  2. 

1.  False  Return :  Validity  of  Judgment.  It  Is  tbe  settled  law 
of  this  state  that  a  false  return  of  service  of  process  may  be 
Impeached  by  extrinsic  evidence  and  that  where  the  at- 
tempted service  Mis  to  reach  tbe  party  to  be  served  In  any 
way,  a  Judgment  founded  thereon  Is  absolutely  void  and 
open  to  collateral  attack.    Baldwin  v.  Burt 3 

2.  Return,  Conclusiveness  of.  Where,  upon  the  face  of  his  re- 
turn to  a  writ.  It  appears  that  tbe  officer  executing  It  duly 
performed  his  duty  and  that  tbe  same  was  executed  accord- 
ing to  law,  In  the  absence  of  a  showing  to  the  contrary, 
such  return  Is  conclusive.  Anthony  Loan  &  Trust  Co.  v. 
Fioreiu 6 

S.  Service,  Failure  of  and  Irregular,  Distinguished.  There  Is 
a  well-marked  distinction  maintained  between  Judgments 
rendered  In  which  there  has  been  no  service  of  summons  at 
all  and  those  rendered  where  there  baa  been  service  of  sum- 
mons Irregularly  made.  In  the  former  class  the  Judgment 
may  be  collaterally  Impeached,  but  In  the  latter  the  defect 
is  waived,  unless  directly  assailed.    Mvchmore  v.  Guext....  1: 

PUBLICATION.    See  Libel  and  Slander,  2-4.    Mortgages,  60. 

QUANTUM!  3DERUIT.    See  Contracts,  14.    Masteb  and  Servant. 

QUIETING  TITLE. 

1.  Deed  Undelivered:  Record  or:  Laches.  Laches  will  not 
be  imputed  to  one  from  a  mere  failure  to  watch  tbe  records 
to  guard  against  tbe  recording  of  a  forged  or  undelivered 
deed  purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  of  bis  real  estate. 
Palmer  v.  Ulster   81 

2.  Limitation  of  Actions.  The  statute  of  limitations  does 
not  begin  to  run  against  an  action  to  cancel  a  deed,  consti- 
tuting a  cloud  on  tbe  title  to  real  estate,  until  some  right  or 
title  le  asserted  under  such  deed,  and  such  tact  la  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  holder  of  tbe  title.    Idem. 

8.  Recording  Undelivered  Deed:  Lease  from  Grants*  to 
Grantor;  Recording  After  Death  or  Grantee:  Effect  oh 
Deed.  Tbe  owner  of  real  estate  signed  and  acknowledged  a 
deed  of  conveyance  thereof,  and  at  the  same  time  took  back 
a  lease,  executed  by  the  grantee,  for  a  life  estate  in  tbe  same 
premises;  he  retained  possession  of  both  Instruments;  his 
grantee  obtained  possession  of  tbe  deed  and  filed  It  for 
record,  without  his  knowledge  or  consent.  After  the  death 
•f  the  grantee,  tbe  grantor,  on  learning  that  tbe  deed  had 
been  taken  from  bis  possession  and  recorded,  filed  tbe  lease 
for  record.     The  deed  purports  to  have  been  given  for  a 
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valuable  consideration.    Held,  That  his  conduct  rendered  the 
deed  as  effective  as  though  formally  delivered.    Idem. 

4.  :    Notice.    The  mere  record  of  an  instrument,  signed 

and  acknowledged  by  the  owner  of  real  estate,  but  not  deliv- 
ered, which  is  taken  from  hie  possession  and  died  for  record, 
without  hla  knowledge  or  consent,  by  the  grantee  named 
therein,  la  not  notice  to  such  owner  that  such  grantee  as- 
serts some  right  or  title  under  the  deed.    Idem. 
RAILBOADS.      See    Bmliist    Domain,    2.      Injunctions,    4,    5. 
Officers,  1. 
1.  Damages  for  Personal  Injuries:     Evidence.     Evidence  ex- 
amined, and  field  to  support  the  Judgment    Chicago,  R.  I. 

rf  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Hambel 607 

1.  Liability,  Limitation  of:  Exceptions:  Statu™.  Section 
3,  article  1,  chapter  72,  Compiled  Statutes,  prevents  any 
limitation  on  the  liability  of  a  railroad  company  for  a  pas- 
senger's safety  unless  within  the  exceptions  provided  In 
the  section,  and  section  6  of  the  same  chapter  does  not  Im- 
pliedly give  the  right  to  a  railway  company  to  limit  Its  lia- 
bility under  section  8  by  stipulation.  Idem. 
3.  Personal  Injuries:  Property  Taken  Without  Process: 
Statutes:  Constitution.  Section  3,  article  1,  chapter  72, 
Compiled  Statutes,  Is  not  Inimical  to  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  section 
3,  article  1,  of  the  constitution  of  this  state,  as  tending  to  de- 
prive railroad  companies  of  their  property  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law.  Chicago,  «.  I.  A  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Zernecke,  69  Neb., 
GS9,  followed.  Idem. 
4. :  Statutes.  By  section  3,  article  1,  chapter  73,  Com- 
piled Statutes,  a  right  of  action  is  given  to  a  person  for  all 
Injuries  sustained  while  a  passenger  of  a  railroad  company, 
except  where  the  injury  is  occasioned  by  his  own  criminal 
negligence,  or  by  his  violation  of  some  express  rule  or  regu- 
lation of  the  carrier  actually  brought  to  his  notice.  Chicago, 
R.  I.  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Zernecke,  59  Neb.,  GS9,  followed.  Idem. 
5.  Shipment  Beyond  Terminus:  Limiting  Liability  bt  Con- 
tract. When  a  railway  company  receives  goods  for  ship- 
ment to  a  point  beyond  the  terminus  of,  or  at  a  distance 
from,  its  own  line,  so  that  for  a  part  of  the  distance  they 
will  require  to  be  transported  over  the  lines  of  other  car- 
riers, and  collects  the  entire  charge  for  transportation.  It 
will  be  held  to  have  assumed  responsibility  for  safe  carriage 
over  every  part  of  the  route,  and  the  liability  so  Incurred 
can  not  be  evaded  or  limited  even  by  express  contract.  Bt. 
Joseph  rf  O.  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Palmer,  38  Neb..  463.  Chicago,  R.  I. 
<t  P.R.  Co.  v.  Western  Hay  &  Grain  Co 784 


972  INDEX. 

RECEIVER. 

1.  Compromise:  Acceptance  by  Court:  Discretion.  An  offer 
of  compromise,  made  by  debtors  of  an  Insolvent  bank  to  the 
receiver  thereof,  examined,  and  held  there  was  no  abuse  of 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  trial  court  In  directing  the  re- 
ceiver to  accept  It.     Morriton  v.  Lincoln  Bavings  Bank  <E 

Bate  Deposit  Co 762 

S.  Notice  of  Application:  "Pabtteb  to  be  Affected"  Dkdeb 
Statutes.  The  "parties  to  be  affected  thereby"  who  are  re- 
quired to  be  notified  of  an  application  for  appointment  of  a 
receiver  of  real  property  under  section  267,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  are  those  having  an  interest  In  the  possession  of 
the  property  in  controversy  or  Its  Immediate  custody,  and 
In  the  Immediate  disposition  of  rents,  issues  or  profits  ac- 
cruing therefrom.    Chambers  v.  Barker 528 

3.  Pleading:  Authority  to  Prosecute  Suit.  In  an  action  by 
a  receiver  the  plaintiff  must  plead  and  prove  authority  from 
the  court  appointing  him  to  begin  and  prosecute  the  suit. 

Darner  v.  Gatewood 681 

A. :     Sufficiency  of  Averments   Not  Denied,     Where 

a  verified  application  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver 
In  foreclosure  proceedings  avers  that  the  property  In  con- 
troversy Is  Insufficient  to  pay  the  sums  for  which  It  is  liable, 
and  such  averment  Ib  nowhere  denied  or  controverted,  a 
finding  accordingly  Is  sufficiently  sustained  and  an  order  ap- 
pointing a  receiver  is  proper.    Chambers  v.  Barker 623 

RECORDS.     See  Evidence,  11.     Intoxicating  Liquors,  1.     Quiet- 
ing Title,  1. 

REPLEVIN.     See  Appeal  Aim  Error,  107,    Bonne.     Pstmctpal  Aire 

1.  Bonds:  Action  on:  Matters  Concludsd  bt  Judgment  in  Re- 
plevin. In  an  action  upon  a  replevin  bond  the  right  of 
possession  of  the  goods  taken  and  the  value  of  that  posses- 
sion will  be  treated  as  matters  conclusively  determined  by 
the  verdict  and  Judgment  in  replevin.    Smith  v.  Bowers 611 

2. :    :    Pleaimho:    Answer:    Proof  in  Mitigation 

OF  Damageh.  Under  an  answer  in  a  suit  on  a  replevin  bond, 
which  consists  only  of  denials  and  an  allegation  that  the 
goods  have  been  returned,  the  defendants  are  not  entitled  to 
prove.  In  mitigation  of  damages,  that  the  goods,  or  part  of 
them,  which  were  taken  In  execution  by  a  sheriff,  were  not 
the  property  of  the  execution  defendant.    Idem 613 

8.  :  :    :   Excuse  for  Breach.    In  an  action 

upon  a  replevin  bond,  matters  in  excuse  of  c.  breach  of  the 
condition  of  the  bond  can  not  be  availed  of  as  a  defense 
unless  they  are  specially  pleaded.    Idem til 
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*.  :  Failure  to  Give:  Alternative  Jumment  With- 
out Prejudice.  In  an  action  In  replevin  under  soctlon  193 
of  the  Code  the  Judgment  should  be  for  tie  amount  of 
damage*  found  due  the  plaintiff  by  the  verdict  of  the  Jury 
and  should  not  be  for  the  return  of  the  property;  bat  where 
a  Judgment  la  entered  in  .the  alternative  for  the  return  of 
the  property  or  the  damages  assessed,  the  defendant  can 
not  complain  of  such  an  irregularity  In  the  form  of  the  Judg- 
ment, because  it  la  without  prejudice  to  him.    Bloan  v.  Fiat. .  661 

§»         ""■'    > :    Statutes:    Measure  of  Damages.    Where 

a  plaintiff  In  replevin  falls  to  give  an  undertaking  and  the 
action  proceeds  under  section  193  of  the  Civil  Code,  the 
measure  of  plaintiff's  damage  Is  the  value  of  the  property 
taken,  with  seven  per  cent  Interest  from  the  time  of  the 
wrongful  taking.    Idem. 

6.  Evidence:  Admission.  The  action  of  a  trial  court  In  ad- 
mitting and  excluding  testimony,  approved,    idem. 

1.  :    SuFricnsncT.     Evidence  examined,  and  held  In  part 

to  sustain  the  verdict  and  Judgment.    Burnley  Co.  v.  Jeltma.  330 

8.  Instructions :  Appeal  and  Erbok.  Instructions  examined, 
and  held  properly  given.    Sloan  v.  Fiat. 664 

9.  Plaintiff  Without  Interest:  Presumption  or  Value  or  De- 
fendant's Riqht.  In  a  replevin  action  brought  to  this  court 
on  error,  where  there  Is  a  total  failure  of  evidence  to  ahow 
that  plaintiff  had  any  interest  In  the  property,  it  will  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  value  of  the  defendant's  right  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  property  is  the  same  aa  lta  value,  round  by  the 
verdict  of  the  Jury.    Kingman  Implement  Oo.  v .  Strong 729 

10.  Pleading:  General  Denial:  Pnoor  or  Right  to  Possession: 
Directing  Verdict:  Measure  of  Damages.  In  an  action  of 
replevin,  where  the  plaintiff  claims  to  be  the  absolute  owner 
of  the  property  and  entitled  to  the  Immediate  possession  of 
it,  and  the  defendant's  answer  la  a  general  denial,  the  plain- 
tiff must  establish  his  ownership  or  the  right  to  the  Im- 
mediate possession  of  the  property  by  some  competent  evi- 
dence. If  he  falls  to  do  this,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court 
to  direct  the  Jury  to  return  a  verdict  for  the  defendant 
In  the  absence  of  any  showing  to  the  contrary  the  value  of 
the  defendant's  right  of  possession  Is  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty in  controversy.  Iforthwall  Oo.  v.  McVormick  Harvester 
Machine  Oo 699 

11. :  :   Betttoo  Oct  Dispenses..  Where  a  defendant 

In  replevin  sets  up  a  number  Of  affirmative  defenses  In  hie 
answer.  In  addition  to  a  general  denial.  It  Is  not  error  to 
strike  them  out  on  motion,  since  anything  making  against 
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the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  ma;  be  shown  under  the  gen- 
eral denial.    Livingston  v.  Moore 498 

12.  Possession  of  Property:  Fobm  of  Judgment.  Where  plain- 
tiff begins  an  action  of  replevin  and  falls  to  procure  pos- 
session of  the  property  sued  for,  but  continues  the  action  as 
one  for  damages,  an  alternative  Judgment  for  the  return  of 
the  property  or  Its  value  la  not  required.  McCarty  v.  Morgan,  274 

13.  Trespasser:  Qu.ese.  Whether  one  In  peaceful  possession 
of  personal  property,  and  with  no  stronger  title,  may  not 
maintain  replevin  against  a  trespasser,  who  disturbs  his  pos- 
session, c/iurrc.     Nelson  v.  City  of  Beatrice 47 

BBS  OESTAB.    See  Wills,  7. 

BESIDENCE.     See  Attachment.     Limitation  of  Actions,  1,  2. 
Schools  and  School  Districts,  3. 

BBS  JUDICATA.    See  Judgment,  13. 

BESTITUTIOKT,      See  JUDICIAL  SALES,  15. 
SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

1.  Admission  of  Child  to  School:  Who  Mat  Compel.  The 
Father  of  a  child  of  school  age,  or  one  standing  in  loco 
parentis  to  the  child,  may  maintain  an  action  to  compel  the 
directors  of  a  school  district  to  allow  the  child  to  attend 
a  school  of  which  such  child  Is  a  bona  fide  resident.    Mizner 

v.  School  District 238,  242 

2.  Admission  to  School  Denied:  Injunction.  Where  a  child 
of  school  age  is  wrongfully  denied  admission  to  the  public 
school  of  a  district,  an  Injunction  may  properly  Issue  to 
restrain  the  directors  of  the  school  from  Interfering  with 
her  attendance.    Idem. 

3.  Bona  Fide  Residence:  Evidence.  Evidence  examined,  and 
held  sufficient  to  support  a  finding  of  the  court  tbat  a  child 
was  a  bona  fide  resident  of  a  school  district.    Idem.  * 

SEBVTOE.    See  Process,  3. 

SET-OFT  AND  COTJNTER-CLAIH.  See  Contracts,  19.  Landlord 
and  Tenant,  3. 
Partnership  Debt  as  Against  Debt  Dae  Partner:  Attobnetb' 
Liens.  0.  obtained  judgment  against  the  firm  of  C.  A  F.  for 
eight  hundred  dollars.  On  the  rendition  of  the  judgment, 
W.  and  P.,  attorneys  for  G.,  filed  their  claim  for  an  at- 
torneys' lien  on  the  judgment  and  gave  notice  thereof. 
Afterwards,  P.,  one  of  the  partners,  commenced  an  action 
against  G.  on  a  note  made  to  him  by  G„  alleging  that  both 
C,  the  other  member  of  the  Arm,  and  G..  the  Judgment 
creditor,  were  Insolvent,  and  that  he  alone  was  responsible. 
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He  asked  that  any  Judgment  entered  against  O.  on  the  note 
might  bo  set  off  against  the  Judgment  entered  In  favor  of 
O.  against  C.  £  F.  W.  and  P.  Intervened  and  asked  that  their 
attorneys'  Hen  be  protected.  Held,  That  to  the  extent  of 
their  Hen  the  attorneys  should  be  protected  and  that  to  that 
extent  the  set-off  could  not  be  allowed.  Finney  v.  Gallop...  480 
SHERIFFS  AND  CONSTABLES.     See  Judicial  Sales,  16. 

1.  Indemnity  Bond:  Defense.  Where  an  officer  Indemnified 
against  Judgments  on  account  of  a  levy  has  on  the  strength 
of  the  Indemnification  held  property  against  a  third  party's 
claim,  the  merits  of  that  party's  action,  In  which  Judgment 
has  gone  against  the  officer  and  been  paid,  can  not  in  the 
absence  of  any  stipulation  to  that  effect  be  Inquired  Into  in 
a  suit  on  the  Indemnity  bond.  Omaha  Carpet  Co.  t>. 
Ctapp  406 

2. :    Judgment.    In  such  a  case,  in  the  absence  of  fraud 

or  collusion,  the  sole  question  is  whether  the  Judgment  Is 
fairly  Included  In  the  terms  of  the  bond.    Idem. 

3. ' — :    Penalty:    Interest.     In  a  suit  on  a  bond  with  a 

penalty.  Interest  can  be  added  to  the  full  amount  of  tha 
penalty  only  from  the  date  of  the  breach  alleged.    Kern. 
SIGNATURES.     See  Evidence,  6.     Intoxicating  Liquors.  2.     Vek- 

DOB  AND  PURCHASER,  5. 

STATUTES.  See  Appeal  and  Eeboh,  7.  Contracts,  7.  Cobfoba- 
tions,  1.  Counties,  1,  4.  Divorce,  2.  Eminent  Domain, 
1.  Evidence,  11.  Forcible  Entby  and  Detainer,  1,  2. 
Garnishment,  3.  Homestead,  2.  Injunction,  8.  Intoxi- 
cating LiquOBS,  6.  Judgment,  3,  14-16.  Judicial  Sales, 
2,3.  Limitation  or  Actions,  1.  Mandamus,  2.  Mobtoaoeb, 
38-42.  Municipal  Corporations,  3.  Officers,  1-3.  Hail- 
roads,  2-4.  Receiver,  2.  Rei-evin,  5.  Taxation,  6,  17,  18. 
Trial,  9.    Wills,  6.    Witnesses,  E. 

STIPULATIONS.     See  BILLS  AND  Notes,  12. 

STOCK.    See  Building  and  Loan  Associations,  2,  7-9. 

STREETS.    See  Municipal  Corporations,  6,  6. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS.     See  Creditors'  Suit,  1. 

SUPERSEDEAS.     See    Appeal    and    Error,    10.     Judgment,    14. 

Mortgages,  8. 

TAXATION.    See  Estoppel,  2.    Officers,  2,  3,  5. 

1.  Caveat  Emptor.  The  role  of  caveat  emptor  applies  to  the 
purchaser  of  real  estate  at  a  tax  sale.  Concordia  Loan  6 
Trust  Co.  v.  Dougla*  County 134 

2.  Certificate:    Evidence.    A  tax  certificate  la  presumptive  evi- 
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dence  of  the  regularity  of  all  proceedings  leading  up  to  the 
sale.  Including  tbe  assessment  and  levy.  Merrill  v.  Wright, 
41  Neb.,  361,  overruled.    Ailing  v.  Woodard 885 

8.  Deduction  of  Tax  Liens:  Priority:  MORTGAGES.  By  the 
terms  of  section  138,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes. 
1899,  taxes  upon  real  estate  are  a  Hen  thereon  from  and  in- 
cluding the  first  day  of  April  In  the  year  In  which  they  are 
levied,  until  the  same  are  paid.    Outhman  v.  Taylor 793 

4.  Description:  Sale  too  Inclusive.  Where  an  entire  tract  of 
land  lfl  sold  at  private  tax  sale  for  special  city  assessments 
levied  against  only  a  portion  thereof,  and  a  tax  receipt  Is 
Issued  In  pursuance  of  such  sale,  In  which  the  entire  tract 
is  described,  such  sale  can  not  be  said  to  have  been  made 
"In  consequence  of  error  In  describing  such  land  in  the  tax 
receipt,"  within  the  meaning  of  said  section.  Concordia 
Loan  <t  Trust  Oo.  V.  Douglas  County 124 

6.  Foreclosure  by  Assignee  of  Tax  Lien:  Computation  OF 
Amount  Due.  In  an  action  to  foreclose  a  tax  lien,  by  the 
assignee  thereof,  in  computing  the  amount  due  thereon,  It  Is 
error  to  Include  subsequent  taxes  paid  by  the  assignor,  sub- 
sequent to  the  assignment.    Ailing  v.  Woodard 235 

6.  Foreclosure  of  Lien:  Description:  Admission:  Statutes. 
Property  sold  for  delinquent  taxes  was  described  In  the 
tax -sale  certificate  as  "balance  of  tax  lot  31,  section  34,  town- 
ship IB,  range  13,"  and  was  described  In  the  same  terms  on 
the  tax  lists  and  county  records.  In  their  answer  to  the 
petition  praying  a  foreclosure  of  the  tax  lien  defendants  ' 
admitted  the  ownership  by  one  of  the  defendants  of  the 
property  described  and  their  Interest  therein  as  alleged. 
Held,  That  under  the  provisions  of  section  142,  article  1, 
chapter  77,  Compiled  Statutes,  1901,  the  description  was 
sufficient.    Concordia  Loan  A  Trutt  Oo.  v.  Van  Damp 633 

1. :   Evmracx:  Certificates  and  Receipts.    In  an  action 

of  foreclosure  upon  a  tax-sale  certificate,  and  for  subsequent 
taxes  and  special  assessments  paid,  such  certificate  and  re- 
ceipts signed  by  the  proper  officer  are  prima  fade  evidence 
of  the  validity  of  the  taxes  represented  by  them.  TJre  v. 
Reichenberg,  63  Neb.,  899,  followed.  Concordia  Loan  £  Trust 

Oo.  t>.  Tan  Camp 633 

Starr  v.  Tost 642 

I. :     :      Sufficient.      Evidence    examined,    and 

hem  sufficient  to  warrant  tbe  finding  and  decree  of  the  trial 
court.    Pettibone  v.  Teiaer CB 

9.  :    Limitation  of  Actions.    When  land  has  been  sold 

for  taxes  and  the  suit  to  foreclose  the  Hen  therefor  Is  not 
instituted  within  live  years  from  the  expiration  of  the  time 
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to  redeem,  the  Hen  1b  extinguished  and  ceases  to  be  a  charge 
upon  the  land.  The  statute  fn  that  respect  does  not  merely 
operate  to  defeat  the  remedy,  but  limits  the  duration  of  the 
lien   Itself.     Alexander  v.  Shaffer,  38  Neb.,  812,  followed. 

Otgood  v,  Westover 688 

10. :     Pleading:     Construction.     Pleadings  construed 

and  held  to  entitle  plaintiff  to  a  Judgment.    Starr  v.  Voss. . .  642 

11.  :    Sale  or  Tracts  Separately.     Sales  of  real  estate 

upon  foreclosure  of  tax  Hens  should  be,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  same  as  upon  mortgage  foreclosures,  and  unless  the  de- 
cree provides  otherwise  the  tracts  or  lots  must  be  appraised 
and  sold  separately.    Roher  v.  Fassler 282 

12.  Liens:  Attach  When.  A  statutory  Hen  for  taxes  due 
exists  "upon  all  personal  property  of  the  tax  debtor  (within 
the  county)  from  and  after  the  tax  lists  are  made  and  de- 
livered to  the  county  treasurer.    Blanchard,  Shelly  d  Rogers 

v.  Logan  County , 816 

18.  :    Chattel  Mortgage  Prior:    Sales.    Where  a  sheriff 

levies  distress  warrants  for  delinquent  taxes  for  several 
years  upon  property  of  the  tax  debtor  upon  which  a  valid 
chattel  mortgage  exists,  the  seizure  and  sale  of  the  property 
Is  wrongful  and  unauthorized  to  the  extent,  and  for  the 
years,  the  mortgage  Hen  Is  prior  and  superior  to  the  Hen  for 
delinquent  taxes.    Idem. 

14.  :    :    A  lien  for  taxes  upon  the  property  of  the 

tax  debtor  is  Inferior  to  that  of  a  chattel  mortgage  Hen 
antedating  the  time  the  tax  Hen  attaches.    Idem., 
18.  Levy  for  Unauthorized  Purposes:   Confession  of  Judgment 
by  County.    Chicago,  B.  rf  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Lomax 193 

16.  Levy  In  Excess  of  Legal  Limit:  Remedy:  Tender.  Where 
a  tax  Is  levied  In  excess  of  the  legal  limit,  a  taxpayer  1b  not 
restricted  to  the  statutory  remedy  but  may  tender  the 
amount  assessed  against  him  lees  Buch  excess.  Clark  v. 
Colfax  County  133 

17.  Levying1  Special  Assessments:  Statutory  Construction. 
Statutory  provisions  as  to  the  manner  of  levying  special  as- 
sessments must  be  strictly  complied  with.    Farmers  Loan  & 

Trust  Co.  v.  Hastings 337 

18.  Statutes:  Causes  of  Action:  Mobtoaoes.  Under  the  pro- 
.visions  of  section  179,  article  1,  chapter  77,  Compiled 
Statutes,  1899,  a  certificate  of  tax  sale,  together  with  prior 
and  subsequent  taxes  paid,  constitute  a  single  cause  of 
action.    Oushman  v.  Taylor 793 

TBHDEB.    See  Taxation,  16. 

1.  Kept  Good:  Interest.  If  a  tender  of  taxes  is  rejected,  and 
is  kept  good  by  the  party  making  It,  in  an  action  for  the 
66 
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recovery  of  such  taxes,  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  interest 

accruing  after  such  tender.    Clark  v.  Colfax  County 133 

2.  Objected  to  on  Certain  Grounds  Waives  Others.  Where  a 
tender  Is  accompanied  by  a  condition,  and  the  party  to 
whom  the  tender  is  made  makes  no  objection  to  such  con- 
dition, but  rejects  the  tender  on  the  sole  ground  that  the 
amount  tendered  Is  Insufficient,  the  condition  does  not  vitiate 
the  tender.    Idem. 

TIMBEB.    See  Homestead,  G. 

TITLE.     See  Banks  ash  Banking,  1.     Descent  and  Distribution, 
2.     Ejectment,  2.     Executions,  1,     Homestead,  6. 

THANSCEIPT      See  Appeal  and  Error,  103-105.     Judgment,  14.       - 

TRESPASS.     See  Replevin,  13. 

Tortious:  Possession.  No  one  can  found  possession  on  a  tor- 
tious trespass  alone;  nor  can  any  one  acquire  a  right  by  the 
commission  of  a  wrong.    Carter  v.  Warner 688 

tut  at.     See  Guardian  and  Ward. 

1.  Appeal  and  Error:  Instruction:  Withdrawing  Issue.  An 
Instruction  which  substantially  withdraws  an  Issue  In  the 
case  is  erroneous.    Russell  v.  Qunn 141 

2.  Arguments:  Limitation  of:  Discretion.  It  Is  within  the 
discretion  of  the  trial  court  to  limit  the  time  for  arguments 
to  the  jury,  and  an  order  so  limiting  time  presents  no  ques- 
tion for  review,  unless  It  is  made  to  appear  that  the  argu- 
ments were  thereby  unduly  restricted  and  that  the  time 
allotted  to  the  complaining  party  was  consumed.  Dixon  v. 
State,  46  Neb.,  298.    Schrandt  u.  Young 546 

3.  Challenge  to  Juror:  Grounds.  Overruling  of  challenge  on 
the  ground  that  a  talesman  called  had  served  on  a  former 
case  at  same  term,  held,  no  error.  Carlson  d  Hanson  v. 
Bolm   38 

4.  Cross -Examination  of  Witnesses:    Immaterial  Point.    Not 
error  to  refuse  to  permit  cross-examination  as  to  transactions    ' 
not  expressly  mentioned  by  witness  in  chief  and  which  were 
not  strictly  material  to  the  case.    Idem. 

G.  :  Limitation  op:  Repetition.  Limiting  cross- 
examination  where  no  further  unanswered  question  Is  ten- 
dered and  the  testimony  sought  would  be  repetition,  not 
error.    Idem. 

6.  Election  to  Plead  Over:  Effect.  Having  elected  to  plead 
over  plaintiff  cannot  open  up  for  review  the  order  of  the 
court  In  sustaining  a  demurrer  to  his  petition.  First  Nat. 
Bank  of  Hastings  v.  Farmers  &  Merchants  Bank 104 

7.  :    Bule  When  Amended  Petition  Is  Filed.     Thla 
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waiver  also  attaches  to  an  amended  petition  which  Is  Sled 
after  demurrer  and  which  Is  similar  In  all  material  respects 
to  and  contains  no  averments  different  from  those  contained 
In  the  original  petition.    Idem. 

I.  Examination  of  Witnesses:  Leading  Questions.  Per- 
mitting certain  leading  questions,  held,  not  reversible  error 
under  the  circumstances.    Carlson  d  Hanson  v.  Holm 38 

9.  binding*:  Law  and  Fact:  Statutes.  A  mere  request  for 
findings  as  to  certain  specified  facts  Is  not  a  request  for 
separate  findings  of  law  and  fact,  under  section  297  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  Axthelm  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  d  P. 
R.  Co.   444 

10.  :■   Request  fob:    Discretion.     A  request  for  special 

findings  Is  addressed  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  trial 
court,  and  its  ruling  thereon  will-not  be  disturbed,  unless  It 
appear  there  has  been  an  abuse  of  discretion.    City  of  Crete 

v.  Hendricks 847 

11.  Instructions  Vast  Accord  With  Issues  and  Evidence.  It 
is  a  fundamental  rule  that  the  Instructions  in  a  case  must 
be  given  with  reference  to  the  evidence  adduced  upon  the 
trial,  and  must  be  applicable  to  the  Issues  made  by  the  plead- 
ings. Instructions  asked  for  not  fairly  within  this  rule 
should  be  refused.    Rath  v.  Rath 600 

12.  Jury:  Recalling  to  Give  Recollection  of  Testimont. 
While  It  Is  permissible  for  the  trial  court  after  a  Jury  is 

■  sent  out  to  deliberate  on  Its  verdict  to  recall  It  and  give 
his  recollection  as  to  the  testimony  on  a  point  In  dispute  la 
the  presence  of  or  after  notice  to  the  parties  or  their  coun- 
sel, yet  this  practice  has  never  been  looked  upon  with  favor 
by  this  court.    Bonmeite  v.  De  Kalb 634 

13.  Misconduct:  Counsel:  Prejudice.  The  argument  of  coun- 
sel to  the  Jury  should  be  limited  to  a  discussion  of  the  facts 
In  evidence  and  the  reasonable  Inferences  deduclble  there- 
from. Certain  language  in  argument,  while  a  slight  de- 
parture from  the  legitimate  rules  of  debate,  held  not  to 
have  been  prejudicial  to  defendant's  rights,  if  eater  v. 
Penrod 711 

14.  :   :    Rebuke  bv  Judge.    When  counsel,  In  their 

overzeal,  in  the  argument  of  a  case  to  a  Jury  depart  from 
the  record,  a  sharp  and  prompt  rebuke  from  the  trial  Judge 
will  ordinarily  cure  the  error.    Brown  v.  Silver 164 

16. :  Jubt:  Intoxicating  Liquors.  Where  a  Jury  was  Im- 
paneled and  trial  proceeded  till  six  o'clock  with  an  adjourn- 
ment till  nine  next  morning,  the  drinking  of  two  small 
glasses  of  lager  beer  In  the  evening,  at  a  public  saloon,  and 
by  the  same  Juror  of  a  whiskey  glass  of  whiskey  and  black- 
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.  berry  brandy,  mixed,  about  eight  o'clock  In  the  morning,  and 
the  drinking  at  the  latter  time  and  place  by  another  Juror  of 
the  same  quantity  of  whiskey,  unmixed,  will  not  of  Itself 
require  the  setting  aside  of  a  verdict  reached  on  the  second 
day.    Anlceny  v.  Rawhouser 32 

16.  Bight  to  Open  and  Close.  Where  a  Judgment  would  go 
against  plaintiff  if  no  evidence  were  produced,  it  Is  not  error 
to  refuse  defendant  the  right  to  open  and  close  at  hearing  of 
case.    Axthelm  v.  Chicago,  B.  I.  A  P.  B.  Co 444 

17.  Verdict:  Against  "The  Defendant,"  When  More  Than 
One.  Only  one  of  two  defendants  being  served  with  process 
or  having  appeared,  a  verdict  against  "the  defendant"  is  a 
verdict  against  the  defendant  in  court.    Storey  v.  Kerr 5S8 

IS.  :  Judgment  Against  Partt  Not  in  Court:  Com- 
plaint Br  Codefendant.  If  the  action  admits  of  a  several 
Judgment,  the  defendant  who  was  served  with  process  and 
appeared  and  tried  the  case  may  not  complain  that  judg- 
ment was  entered  irregularly  against  the  other  defendant 
as  well.    Idem. 

IB.  :    Time  fob  Objecting  to:   Waiveh.    Objections  to  the 

form  of  a  verdict  must  be  made  when  It  is  rendered,  and 
before  the  Jury  Is  discharged.  Objections  not  made  and 
exceptions  not  taken  to  It  until  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  is 
filed  will  be  deemed  to  have  been  waived.  Kingman  Imple- 
ment Co.  v.  Strong  729 

20.  Viewing  Premises:  Ikstbuctions.  Chicago,  R.  1.  4  P.  R. 
Co.  v.  Farwell,  60  Neb.,  322,  followed.  City  of  Lincoln  v. 
Soger  598 

TBUSTS.  See  Banks  Ann  Banking,  2,  7,  8.  Corporations,  46. 
Banks  and  Banking:  Deposit  to  Private  Account:  Retains 
its  Character.  Trust  funds  do  not  lose  their  Character 
as  such  by  being  deposited  in  a  bank  by  the  trustee  to  his 
own  account.  Cody  v.  South  Omaha  Nat.  Bank,  46  Neb.,  756, 
followed.    Union  Stock  Yards  Nat,  Bank  v.  Haskell 839 

USURY.     See  Building  and  Loan  Associations,  10,  11. 

1.  Available  as  Defense:  When.  Although  usury  Is  a  per- 
sonal defense  not  available  to  another  than  a  party  to  the 
contract,  yet  in  an  Instance  In  which  the  contract  for  usury 
Is  sepsrable  and  separate  from  the  agreement  to  pay  interest 
It  Is  non-enforceable  against  any  person.  Bean  v.  People's 
Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Ass'n 810  . 

2.  Interest  Taken  In  Advance.  Interest  or  any  part  of  the 
interest  agreed  upon  for  a  loan  of  money  may  be  taken  In 
advance,  and  the  transaction  Is  not  usurious  provided  the 
amount  retained  as  advanced  Interest  and  the  rate  stlpu- 
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lated  for  In  the  note  do  not  together  exceed  ten  per  cent, 
for  the  time  the  loan  Is  to  run.  Pierce,  Wright  d  Co.  v. 
Davey,  43  Neb.,  45.    Foster  v.  Pitman 672 

5.  Mortgage:  Fobiclcksubk:  Borrowed  Max  Plead  Ububy. 
But  If  the  borrower  and  mortgagor  has  retained  any  In- 
terest In  tbe  mortgaged  premises,  or  any  personal  liability  is 
sought  to  be  enforced  against  him,  he  may  set  up  usury  and 
pray  for  cancellation  In  a  suit  to  foreclose  the  mortgage, 
although  a  purchaser  of  tbe  mortgaged  premises  joined  with 
him  as  a  defendant,  and  joining  In  the  answer,  might  not  do 

so.    People's  Building,  Loan  &  Savings  Ass'n  v.  Palmer 4G1 

4.  Penalty:  Presumptions.  As  the  statutes  of  tbis  state  do 
not  provide  for  forfeiture  of  tbe  whole  loan  or  avoidance  of 
the  whole  contract  In  case  of  usury,  or  Impose  other  penalty, 
but  merely  limit  recovery  to  the  sum  actually  loaned,  such 
presumption  obtains  equally  in  cases  where  usury  Is  pleaded. 
People's  Building,  Loan  <£  Savings  Ass'n  v.  Backus 463 

6.  Plead:  Who  Mat  Not.  Tbe  defense  of  usury  Is  of  no  avail 
to  the  purchaser  of  the  equity  of  redemption,  who  has  as- 
sumed ana  agreed  to  pay  the  mortgage  debt.  People's  Build- 
ing, Loan  &  Savings  Ass'n  v.  Picard 144 

6. :  Who  Mai.  Usury  Is  a  defense  personal  to  the  bor- 
rower which  may  not  lie  asserted  by  a  purchaser  of  mort- 
gaged premises  who  has  assumed  the  mortgage.     People's 

Building,  Loan  d  Savings  Ass'n  v.  Palmer 460 

VACATION".    See  Judgment.  15,  16.    Mandamus,  6. 
VALUE.    See  Damages,  2.    Evidence,  S.    Judicial  Sales,  4.    Mort- 
gages. 17,  23,  24.     Rkilkvin,  9.     Witnesses,  1. 
VARIANCE.    See  Contracts,  IS. 
VENDOR  AND  PURCHASER. 

1.  Breach  of  Contract  to  Repair:  Damages.  In  an  action  by 
the  vendor  of  a  harvesting  machine  to  recover  the  pur- 
chase price,  breach  of  an  agreement  by  the  plaintiff  to  put 
the  machine  In  repair  so  that  It  will  do  good  work  In  the 
following  season,  does  not  entitle  the  defendant  to  recoup, 
as  damages,  the  loss  occasioned  by  the  Injury  to  his  grain 
by  reason  of  Its  not  having  been  harvested  In  due  season. 
Warder,  Bushnell  &  Glessner  Co.  v.  Myers 507 

2.  Frand:  Knowledge  by  Grantee:  Eviiience:  Sufficient. 
Evidence  examined,  and  held  to  sustain  linding  of  trial  court 
that  the  grantee  was  charged  with  knowledge  of  the  fraudu- 
lent purpose  of  his  grantor  fn  making  tbe  deed.     Coffleld 

v.  Parmenter 42 

8.  Fraudulent  Conveyances:  Recovery  or  Purchase  Phjce. 
An  action  can  not  be  maintained  by  a  vendor  or  his  assignee 
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to  recover  from  hla  vendee  the  purchase  price  of  property 
conveyed  in  fraud  of  credltore.  If  in  such  case  the  trans- 
feree participated  In  the  fraud,  the  maxim,  in  pari  delicto 
potior  eat  conditio  defendentit,  applies.  If  he  did  not,  and 
the  property  has  been  taken  from  him,  without  hla  fault,  by 
the  defrauded  creditors,  there  has  been  a  breach  of  the  war- 
ranty title  accompanying  the  sale  which  will  defeat  a  re- 
covery.   McConaughy  v.  Forney 638 

4..  Fraudulent  Intent  In  Bale.  On  an  Issue  as  to  the  validity 
of  a  sale  of  cattle  as  against  creditors,  the  circumstances 
that  the  cattle  remained  at  all  times  in  the  poasesslon  of 
the  vendor;  that  no  payment  was  made  till  long  after  the 
alleged  date  of  the  aale;  that  the  vendor  was  insolvent;  that 
there  waa  no  inspection  of  the  cattle  before  purchase;  that 
a  check  given  in  payment  was  not  presented  for  some  time 
after  the  date  it  bears,  and  not  till  after  execution  Issued 
against  the  vendor;  and  that  the  purchase  money  did  not  go 
to  the  vendor,  but  by  his  direction  to  a  daughter  whom  he 
claimed  to  owe,  held  sufficient  to  justify  a  finding  of  fraudu- 
lent intent  In  both  parties.     Bokhoof  «.  Stewart 714 

5.  Contracts;  Signature  of  Vendee.  Where  a  vendor  signs 
a  written  agreement  to  sell  and  convey  real  property  and 
the  vendee  accepts  the  same  and  goes  into  possession  under 
It,  there  Is  a  complete  contract  between  the  parties  and  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  vendee  sign  also,  although  the  In- 
strument Is  so  worded  as  to  indicate  that  bis  signature  was 
contemplated.     Chambers  v.  Barker 623 

VERDICT.  See  Appeal  and  Erbob,  106-108.  Pleading,  14.  Tklal, 
17,  18. 

VIEWING  PREMISES.     See  TniAi,,  20. 

WAIVER.  See  Appeal  and  Erbob,  11,  109.  Bills  and  Notes,  12. 
Insurance,  4.  Judgment,  12.  Judicial  Sales,  S.  Limi- 
tation of  Actions ,  6.  Plead  <ng,  6,  13.  Tekdeb,  2. 
Trial,  19. 

WATERS    AND   WATERCOURSES.      See   Evidence,   16.      Hian- 

1.  Modifying  Decree.  The  decree  examined,  and  held  that  it 
should  be  modified,  and,  as  modified,  affirmed.  Andrews  v. 
YiHane  of  Steele  City 676 

2.  Surface  Waters;  Injunction  Against  Villaoe.  A  city  or 
village  may  not  accumulate  the  surface  waters  which  fall 
upon  Its  site  or  any  portion  thereof  and  by  means  of  a  ditch 
or  ditches  discharge  them  in  a  volume  upon  the  lands  of 
another  to  his  Injur;  and  d  image.  Injunction  Is  a  proper 
remedy  to  prevent  and  restrain  auch  unlawful  action.    Idem. 


WILLS.    See  Executors  ami  Administrators,  2. 

1.  Construction:  Cox  version  of  Estate  Into  Personalty: 
Time  op  Conversion.  Where  the  provisions  ot  a  will  are  of 
such  a  character  as  to  amount  to  a  positive  direction  to 
convert  the  testator's  real  estite  Into  money  or  personalty, 
or  where  by  a  fair  construction  of  (he  will  such  Intention  of 
the  testator  Is  clearly  shown  by  implication,  a  court  of 
equity  will  decree  that  an  equitable  conversion  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  testator  Into  money  took  place  at  the  time  of 
his  death.    Chick  v.  Ives 879 

2.  :     :     .      Will    examined,    construed,    and 

held  that  it  worked  an  equitable  conversion  ot  the  testator's 
real  estate  Into  money  at  tbe  time  of  bis  deatb.    Idem. 

3.  :    Intention  of  Testator:    How  Ascertained.     In  the 

construction  of  a  will  tbe  intention  of  the  testator,  if  it 
can  be  ascertained,  must  govern.  Such  intention  should 
be  ascertained  from  a  liberal  Interpretation  and  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  all  of  tbe  provisions  of  the  will.  The  court 
will  place  itself,  as  nearly  as  possible,  in  the  position  of  the 
testator,  ascertain  his  will,  and,  If  lawful,  enforce  It.    Mem. 

4.  Contest:  Declarations  op  Testator  Subsequent  to  Making 
Will.  Mere  declarations  of  a  testator  subsequently  to  tbe 
execution  of  a  will  are  not  evidence,  in  a  contest  of  the  will 
on  the  sole  ground  of  undue  Influence,  of  any  tact  as  to  the 
existence  ot  such  influence  stated  In  them.  Davidson  v. 
Davidson   90 

6.  :    :    When  Not  Admissible.     In  the  absence  of 

independent  proof  of  undue  influence  where  the  sole  issue  is 
as  to  Its  existence,  such  declarations  are  not  admissible  for 
any  purpose.    Idem. 

fl.  :    Evidence  Under  Recital  in  Will:    Admissibility. 

A  recital  in  a  will  offered  for  probate  does  not  warrant  the 
admission  of  evidence,  which  Is  otherwise  inadmissible  under 
section  329  of  the  Code,  merely  In  order  to  contradict  such 
recitals.    Idem. 

7.  :  Res  Gestae.  A  conversation  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes after  the  execution  of  a  will,  between  the  testator  and 
a  subscribing  witness  in  the  absence  of  the  other  subscrib- 
ing witness  who  drew  It  and  In  a  different  building  from  the 
one  where  it  was  made,  which  conversation  refers  to  the  will 
as  already  made  and  contemplates  its  continued  existence, 
is  not  admissible  as  part  of  the  res  gestw.     Idem. 

8.  Conversion  of  Estate  Into  Personalty  at  Death:  Interest 
of  Heirs  in  Realty.  Where  there  is  a  conversion  of  real 
estate  into  money  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death,  the 
heirs  have  no  interest  in  the  real  estate,  as  such;  and  a 
mortgage  given  by  one  of  theni,  upon  and  describing  an 
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undivided  Interest  In  the  testator's  real  estate,  creates  no 
Hen  thereon  which  can  be  enforced  In  an  action  of  fore- 
closure.   Chick  v.  Ives 879 

9.  Instructions:  Prejudice.  An  Instruction  In  effect  to  And 
for  contestants,  if  tbe  testator  made  the  will  only  to  keep 
peace  in  the  family,  held  prejudicial  error,  the  only  Issue 
being  as  to  undue  Influence.    Davidson  v.  Davidson 90 

10.  Mortgages  and  Judgments:  Assionments  by  Heib:  Val- 
idity. If  the  mortgage  and  judgments  set  forth  In  the  record 
were  an  assignment  of  the  Interest  of  Emma  L.  Ives  in  the 
estate  (which  Is  not  decided),  she  having  been  paid  her  full 
share  thereof,  there  was  nothing  on  which  the  assignment 
could  operate.    Chick  v.  Ives 879 

11.  Residuary  Estate,  Bights  of  Legatees  In.  If  a  will  gives 
legacies  generally  and  also  gives  the  residue  of  the  real  and 
personal  estate  In  one  mass,  the  legacies  constitute  a  charge 
upon  the  whole  residuary  estate,  real  as  well  as  personal. 
Herdlitchka  v.  Fobs  428 

12.  Residuary  Legatee,  Executor  a:  Rights  of  Purchaser.  A 
purchaser  of  land  from  an  executor  who  derives  his  title 
through  the  will  as  residuary  legatee  is  bound  by  the  terms 
of  the  will  which  impose  a  charge  upon  the  land.    Idem. 

WITNESSES.     See  Appeal  and  Ebsob,  40.     Appearance.     Trial, 
4,  5,  8. 

1.  Competency:  Evidencs:  Value  of  Property.  Resident 
owners  of  farm  property  in  the  particular  locality,  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  land  In  question,  are  qualified  to  testify 
as  to  its  value,  although  no  recent  sates  have  been  made  in 
the  locality  upon  which  to  base  the  estimate  of  value. 
Greeley  Connty  v.  Gebhardt C61 

2. :    Discretion.     The  competency  of  expert  witnesses  Is 

a  question  largely  within  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court, 
and  its  rulings  thereon  will  not  be  reversed  unless  clearly 
erroneous  as  a  matter  of  law.    Scftmucfc  v.  Hill 79 

3.  Hypothetical  Questions:  What  They  Should  Embrace.  All 
the  undisputed  pertinent  facts  of  a  case  should  be  sub- 
stantially   Included    in    hypothetical    questions    propounded 

to  expert  witnesses.    Bchvlz  v.  Modisett 138 

4.  Objection  to  Questions:  By  What  Judged.  An  objection  to 
a  question  propounded  to  a  witness  is  to  be  judged  by  the 
question  Itself  and  Its  relation  to  the  then  state  of  the  case. 
Schmuck  v.  HiU  79 

5.  Party  In  Interest:  Statutes.  Section  329.  Code  of  Civil 
Pro"r>rture,  does  not  prohibit  a  party  to  ihe  suit,  or  one 
having  a  direct  Icjiil  interest  In  the  result  thereof,  from 


testifying  to  transactions  or  conversations   relevant  to  the 
Issues,  had  with  the  agent  of  a  deceased  person.    Dodd  v. 

Bkelton  476 

WRIT  OP  ASSISTANCE. 

1.  Jurisdiction  at  Chambers.  A  Judge  has  no  Jurisdiction  at 
chambers  to  grant  a  writ  of  assistance.    Hartau/f  v.  Hum.  . .  145 

3.  Mortgage  Foreclosure.  A  court  making  a  sale  under  a  de- 
cree of  foreclosure  may,  when  necessary,  issue  a  writ  of 
assistance  to  put  the  purchaser  in  possession.  Magnifier  v. 
Kitt.9 418 
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